
one of those floats, the last

one, while Mrs. Claus and

their daughter were on a pre-

vious float. Since 2010, Noël

au village has also raised

funds for the Bay of Chaleur

Fondation Rêves d’enfants.

This year was no exception,

as the crowd donated $1,712

for that cause, bringing the

total to $10,304 over the

y e a r s

for the

p a r a d e

and to

$13,016

in 2016 for

the Bay of

Chaleur  Fon-
dation Rêves
d’enfants.

VILLAGE-ALLARD (NOU-

VELLE): – A crowd of

slightly more than 2,000 peo-

ple attended the 10th annual

Christmas parade, “Noël au

village”. The annual Santa

Claus parade is organized in

the Village-Allard section of

Nouvelle. The crowd seemed

slightly smaller this year,

the result no doubt be-

cause of  a cold northwest

wind that was

sweeping the

Nouvelle River

valley. Up to 36

floats or groups of

performers were part

of the parade. Santa

Claus was, of

course, present in

Gilles  Gagné

Inside

this

week
Wakeham adult and vocation

education, convenience is key

Shigawake residents to pay

significantly more in taxes

A busy year for Vision Gaspé

Percé Now
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Contract 400119680
$1.50 (Tax included)

Good crowd attends “Noël au
Village” despite cold weather



WE ALSO MAKE TABLE TOPS, 
COUNTER TOPS AND STAIRCASES 

OUT OF PINE OR JUNIPER

PLAQUES: 
Prices vary depending on the number 

of  letters used. Plaques can be 
purchased blank as well.

• Spruce lumber  #1 & #2 kiln dried 
(Same as you buy at your local lumber store)

• Cedar, spruce, poplar tongue & groove boards
• Door jams
• Aspenite: ¼” , 7/16”, ½”  (4’ x 9’)

5/8” (tongue & groove)
• An assortment of  moldings
• Cedar & spruce clapboards 
• B.C. Fir Beams, Ideal for bridges, Ex 10” x 24” x 44’
• Yellow Birch-Maple-Juniper
• Screws and nails by the pound or box
• Plywood - 3/8”, 1/2”, 5/8” and 

3/4” Select, 1/2” Rough, 5/8” G.T. Select
• Plywood - good one side,  1/4”, 3/8”, 

1/2”, 5/8” and 3/4” 
• Poplar, spruce flooring
•  Exterior metal patio tables
•  Selection of  Thermal windows
• Distribution for Nordist Windows and Doors
• Salt for sale 10 kilo - $4 Tax Included 
• Snow Removal

Merry Christmas& Happy New Year!

CABINS AND STORAGE SHEDS FOR SALE

1 Vimy Street (Near VIA Station) New Carlisle, Quebec   G0C 1Z0
Owner: Bryan Powers

www.cedrevimycedar.com  .   powers.bryan@globetrotter.net
Tel.: (418) 752-1319 • Fax: (418) 752-7238 • Cel.: (418) 392-3334

Bryan and Mark wish 
everyone a great holiday 

season and thank everyone
for their valued business 

during 2016 and hope to see
you in the new year!
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How Sweet It
Is to Share the
Holidays With

Good Folks Like you!

Thanks for your business 

this past year and we look 

forward to seeing you again soon!

Provigo Gaspé #8040
167 Rue de la Reine

Gaspé, Quebec
418-368-7144

Season’s Greetings
The Management of

Unipéche M.D.M Ltd thanks 
all their customers, 

fishermen, employees and suppliers,  
for their loyalty and wish them a 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

OUR SPECIALTY: 
Crab, Lobster, Scallops, 

Mackerel, Turbot, Rock Crab

JEAN MARC MARCOUX
President

GINO LEBRASSEUR
Director

BRUNO WOODS
Director of Sales

Unipêche M.D.M. Ltée
66, avenue du Quai

Paspébiac, (Québec) 
G0C 2K0

Tel.: (418) 752-6700
Fax: (418) 752-6704
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‘Together for the Sustainable Future of the Greater
Gaspé’ is concerned about abandoned oil wells

GASPÉ: – The environment-
lal group ‘Together for the
Sustainable Future of the
Greater Gaspé’ is asking the
Quebec government to release
information regarding 171 oil
exploration wells that were
dug since 1860 in the Côte-
de-Gaspé MRC. Up to 44 of
those wells are still “active”,
in the sense that gases and
sometimes oil is emitted by
the holes still present in the
ground to this day.

The spokesperson of To-
gether for the sustainable fu-
ture, Lise Chartrand, says that
since January 2016, Quebec’s
department of Energy and
Natural Resources refuses to
share information regarding
those wells, which is in con-
trast with the two years of col-
laboration that took place in
2014 and 2015 in a thorough
study that was destined to
evaluate the situation of each
well dug in Quebec.

“Since the end of January,
the Department of Energy and
Natural Resources decided to

refrain from making the re-
sults of the reports public. The
funding related to the collabo-
ration made by some regional
organizations, like the Conseil
de l’eau du nord de la
Gaspésie, was stopped. The
reports will remain secret,”
explains Lise Chartrand.

It is generally admitted
through scientific evidence
that 60% of the wells leak 25
years after their closure, or
abandonment, if no other in-
tervention occurs. Between
2000 and 2014, twenty-two
wells were drilled in the Côte-
de-Gaspé MRC, mainly close
or within the Town of Gaspé
limits.

Lise Chartrand remarks
that the Department of Energy
and Natural Resources has re-
duced the number of inspec-
tions made on Quebec
abandoned wells in recent
years, from 101 in 2013 to 75
so far in 2016. It is a cut of
25.7%.

Over the years, close to
30% of the Quebec wells
were dug in the Gaspé Penin-
sula.

“There is a big concentra-
tion in the York River water
basin. Seeing the number of
inspections diminish is a
cause of concern, considering
the importance of the river’s
water quality, and the multi-
purposes of the water. We
must not forget that Junex in-
tends to drill 30 wells at Galt

eventually, near an excep-
tional source of water,”  em-
phasizes Lise Chartrand.

Up to 21 of the wells lo-
cated in the Côte-de-Gaspé
MRC were drilled more than
100 years ago, according to
previous reports issued by
Quebec’s Department of En-
ergy and Natural Resources.
Fifteen of those wells were
dug before 1900.

“It is important to under-
stand that a well, even sealed
and clogged, will cause
methane to find an exit. There
are therefore potential leaks in
the vicinity of the well hole.
The study released by Savaria
Expert show that the soil is
profusely fractured. We fear
that the watershed will be
contaminated by those fugi-
tive emissions. They have to
be monitored but currently, a
lot of things are standing still
and the number of inspections
are clearly declining,” says
Ms. Chartrand.

An old well is emitting

methane in Sandy Beach

One of the Côte-de-Gaspé

MRC abandoned wells, lo-
cated in Sandy Beach, near
the Haldimand well no. 4 of
Pétrolia is emitting methane.

SPEC visited the location,
situated only dozens of metres
away from an apartment
building. The old well can
easily be found in a small
wooded area.  

Pelope Adzakpa, a mathe-
matics teacher at the Gaspé
Cegep, lives up the hill, near
the junction of Toundra and
Forest Streets.

“It is more evident to see
in the summer. The snow cov-
ers it a bit and we can smell
it,”  he says as he gets near the
patch of “water”.

The well remains evident
despite December’s snow.
Small bubbles of gas come to
the surface every couple of
seconds. The smell of
methane is obvious every 10
to 30 seconds. The water is
sometimes tainted by the hy-
drocarbon’s slick.

Mr. Adzakpa finds it rather
odd that such a leak is not
taken care of, considering the
proximity of houses. “We
don’t know what will happen
to that well,” he  says.

Since 2000, two oil de-
posits have been found in
Gaspé or close to the town’s
limits. Junex has found oil on
the Galt property, about 20
kilometres west of Gaspé,
while Pétrolia has found oil at
Haldimand. That well is lo-
cated on a hill, about 350 me-
tres from the closest houses,
in Sandy Beach, quite close to
the abandoned well shown to
SPEC by Mr. Adzakpa.

Gas exploration is also
taking place on the Bourque
property, located about 20
kilometres to the northeast of
Murdochville.

Methane is considered one
of the most serious causes of
greenhouse gases currently
contributing to global warm-
ing.

Photo:  G. Gagné

Pelope Adzakpa shows the Sandy Beach well that emits methane constantly.

Lise Chartrand urges the Quebec department of Energy and
Natural Resources to release the reports on abandoned wells.

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
Independently Owned and Operated

Louise Brash, Real Estate Broker
418-391-1950

louise.brash@globetrotter.net
www.louisebrash.com

Florence Debard, Real Estate Broker
418-392-9844
florence.debard@remax-quebec.com   
www.remax-quebec.com

RE/MAX AVANT TOUT INC.

Your ENGLISH-SPEAKING Brokers Serving Matapedia To Port Daniel
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82 Route 132 East, 
Bonaventure, Que. G0C 1E0

Tel.: (418) 534-4433 
Fax: (418) 534-4443

Happy 
Holidays!

Thank you for your 
generous patronage!

Thank you for your 
kindness and business

this past year. 
Season’s Greetings!

196, Route 132 East
New Richmond, Quebec  G0C 2B0

Tel.: 418-392-5477 Fax: (418) 392-7777
Proprietor: René Leblanc

www.subarunewrichmond. com

Wishing you all the 
creature comforts 

for a perfect 
holiday season. 

We couldn’t 
have asked 

for better friends 
than you.

108 Gerard D. 
Levesque Blvd, 
Paspébiac, Que.  
418-752-2003

We wish you all a truly 
memorable holiday season.
Thanks for all the wonderful 

memories
you’ve given us this past year.

114 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd
Paspébiac, Quebec

418-752-3807

4A, route du Hâvre
Gascons, Quebec

418-396-2025

Leslie Dow & 
Tommy Fallow,
Proprietors

Thank you for your 
continued patronage!

191 Perron Blvd West
New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: 418-392-5031
Fax: 418-392-5032

Merry Christmas

Starrak Inc.
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Wendy Dawson

Shigawake residents to pay significantly 
more in taxes, increase reaches 22%

SHIGAWAKE: – The resi-

dents of Shigawake will pay

significantly more in 2017,

than they did in 2016 for their

municipal services. This is

due to a number of reasons,

including increases in the

contracts signed with service

providers and the delay in the

reimbursement of the excise

tax from the Quebec govern-

ment.

The municipal tax rate will

go from 80 cents to 95 cents,

an increase of 18.75%. The

recycling service will also in-

crease, from $37 to $50, a

35% jump. As for the garbage

fee, it will climb to $150,

from $118, a 27% hike.

The total budget decreased

from $429,000 to $378,275

but that figure is somewhat

misleading because the mu-

nicipality had to delay the re-

ception of an amount of

$100,000 linked to the Que-

bec government’s reimburse-

ment of the federal excise tax

on gas.

“We used to get the reim-

bursement of the gas tax be-

fore the work was done. Now,

we will have to wait a year.

The work will be carried out

and we will be paid back the

following year,” points out

Maria Marroquin, director

general of the Municipality of

Shigawake.

She adds that the tax rate

in Shigawake had hardly

changed in 20 years.

For a house that has a mu-

nicipal value of $50,000, the

municipal bill will climb to

$675 in 2017, compared to

$553 this year. It is a 22%

hike, or $122.

“Snow removal is the

worst case. It is costing a lot.

It is almost one third of our

budget because we have a lot

of roads. The garbage and re-

cycling bills are also increas-

ing. We  contract out on

everything. So we have to

adapt to those increases,”

adds Ms. Marroquin.

The extent of Shigawake’s

green zone hampers the mu-

nicipality’s potential to in-

Gaspesian Daniel Desjardins among the final 100 
in the Canadian Space Agency Astronaut Race

NEW RICHMOND: – “I am

just as excited as I was at the

start, but now things are really

beginning to feel real,” that is

the sentiment of Daniel Des-

jardins, candidate vying for

one of the two positions of as-

tronaut that the Canadian

Space Agency will be filling

before the end of the summer

of 2017.

The short list includes 100

individuals, among them

Daniel Desjardins, a native of

New Carlisle who has made

the preparation for this posi-

tion his life’s work and whose

interest in space travel dates

back to his years as a young

boy.

The original number of ap-

plicants for the Canadian

Space Agency’s two astronaut

positions was 3,772, out of

7,793 people who had started

filling the online form. 

After a series of tests and

exams that number was cut

down to 1,706 and then after

further testing it was whittled

down to 100 potential candi-

dates.

“I feel extremely lucky and

fortunate.  I am among some

of the most phenomenal and

qualified candidates – the

competition is strong, so I am

also starting to feel the pres-

sure,” says Daniel.

The next series of tests for

all candidates will be physical

ones.  Asked if he feels he has

an advantage in light of the

fact that he is already a pilot,

Desjardins indicates that he is

taking nothing for granted.

“There have been occasions in

the past when potential candi-

dates have had discoveries

made during these tests, small

subtleties that affect their eli-

gibility.  I will not make any

assumptions.”

When asked if he has been

doing anything special to pre-

pare for the upcoming tests,

Daniel explains that his new

role as a physics teacher has

teaching at the Royal Military

College of Canada in

Kingston since the fall.

“Teaching is so reward-

ing,” says Desjardins, “I am

really loving it.  Having been

a student sitting in those very

seats in those same class-

rooms, I am able to relate and

really adjust my classroom

strategies.  There is nothing

better than having a student

ask if you will be there to

teach next year.”

While he awaits the next

phase of testing, Daniel  says

that he expects to remain “on

his toes”.  “We can’t forget,”

explains Daniel, “that every

other candidate is just as de-

termined and as ambitious as I

am.”

The Canadian Space

Agency will be making the se-

lection and announcing the

new Canadian astronauts in

the summer of 2017 and those

two individuals will be re-

quired to relocate to Houston,

Texas by August 2017.

Fingers crossed for the

local boy from a small town

with a big, big dream.

You can follow Daniel

Desjardins’ blog for updates at

http://www.ad-astra.ca/

changed his beat somewhat,

however he says, “I still fly in

order to keep my flying skills

sharp.  That is something that

I will continue to do regu-

larly.” 

Captain Daniel Desjardins,

who recently received a Cana-

dian Forces Decoration – his

first military medal – for hav-

ing completed 12 years of mil-

itary service, has been

CUT FLOWERS / FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
ACCESSORIES AND HOLIDAY DECORATIONS

owner

crease its taxation revenues

without increasing the rate.

The municipal value of all of

Shigawake’s properties is $36

million. It will likely change

over the next year or so as a

new municipal evaluation is

taking place for the first time

in several years.

“Our capacity to increase

our tax revenues is very lim-

ited because there is no con-

struction in Shigawake. The

green zone is hurting us a lot.

We have people interested in

building here but we can’t

issue permits. We are only

asking for a zoning change

along Highway 132. We don’t

want changes on agriculture

land in the ranges but allow-

ing them along the main road

would help us greatly. It

would also bring in new resi-

dents. We have communi-

cated with the MRC (of

Bonaventure) and with the

government and we will con-

tinue to do so. We have no

choice. Shigawake will die if

the current situation prevails,”

states Maria Marroquin.
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Merry Christmas to all....

Thanks to our loyal customers for your friendship and support.
We look forward to ringing in the New Year with all of you!

20, Route 132 West, Caplan, Quebec 
418-388-5544  1-800-404-5595

www.toyotabaiedeschaleurs.com

Louis Sexton, Financial Planner
206, Patrickton
Cascapedia-St-Jules, Que. G0C 1T0
Home Telephone: (418) 759-5790
Office Telephone: (418) 392-4230
louis.sexton@investorsgroup.com

We hope this Christmas 
delivers everything you’ve 
been hoping for 
and more! 

GASPÉSIE AUTO INC.
339 Port Royal Avenue, Bonaventure, Quebec 

1-877-707-2191 / 418-534-2191  
www.gaspesiehyundai.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Thank you for your valued 
patronage throughout 2016

It is with deepest gratitude that It is with deepest gratitude that 
we extend our holiday greetings we extend our holiday greetings 

to our loyal customers, neighbours, to our loyal customers, neighbours, 
associates and friends.associates and friends.

Season’s Greetings!

Richard Crosnier, Prop.

39 Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé, Québec
418-368-5211

MULTI SERVICES HOME 
CARE CORPORATION

would like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank all its distinguished clientele for their

encouragement received during the year.  
We wish you the best in your

business affairs, good health, prosperity, 
much love and joy during the new year!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

You Deserve

the Best!

255 Boul. Perron Est
New Richmond, Quebec 

Tel: (418) 392-4144 Fax: (418) 392-4954

For the well-being of your pets!

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS &
HAPPY NEW
YEAR 2017!

Sales of rodents, reptiles, birds, fish, 
Grooming service

Accessories
Food: Nutrience & Ovenbake

Thank you
for your 

business!  
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Merry 
Christmas!

DISTRIBUTION 
LEBLANC

Sanitary & Industrial Products 
Wholesale & Retail

Serge and his team
sincerely

thank you for your
patronage 

in 2016 and wish you a 
successful new year.

173 Armand-Lelièvre
New Richmond, (Qué)   G0C 2B0

Tel.: (418) 392-5952
1 (877) 792-5952

Fax: (418) 392-5980
www.distributionsleblanc.com

MRCs convince Quebec to go back to the drawing board 

regarding the Matapedia to Gaspé railway

NEW RICHMOND: – The
president of the Gaspésie
Railway Society, Éric Dubé,
says that the mayors and the
prefects have convinced the
Quebec government to go
back to the drawing board and
rethink the use of the budget-
ary envelope earmarked for
the Matapedia to Gaspé rail-
way.

The mayors and the pre-
fects of the Gaspé Peninsula
met for more than six hours
on December 12 to solve var-
ious problems. During that
period, they held a half-hour
conference call with
Sébastien Proulx, minister re-
sponsible for the Gaspé
Peninsula.

During that conversation,
the mayors and prefects told
the minister that the railway
line must be upgraded and put
back in function over its en-
tire length, mostly due to the
new reality of hauling wind-
mill blades made in Gaspé by
LM Wind Power.

“The government is going
back to the drawing board,
based on the viewpoint ex-
pressed by the MRCs. Over
the spring, when the govern-
ment was planning an inter-
vention for the railway, the
hauling of windmill blades
was not in the picture. Now,
windmill blade transport is
planned, for many years to
come,”  says Éric Dubé, who
is also the mayor of New
Richmond.

When Minister Proulx was
asked if the Quebec govern-
ment had committed to any
kind of time frame, during the
conversation, his response
was “Nothing is settled, time-
wise. We have also asked for

a meeting with Quebec’s
Transport Minister Laurent
Lessard, We gathered that it
wouldn’t be before Christ-
mas,” adds Mr. Dubé. He will
attend that eventual meeting
with the president of the Table
of prefects, Guy Gallant, of
the Avignon MRC.

For part of the spring,
rumor had it that the Quebec
government was preparing to
announce close to $39 million
for the railway between Mat-
apedia and Caplan, or New
Carlisle. The uncertain status
of then Transport Minister
Jacques Daoust might have
delayed any announcement.
He resigned in August and
was replaced by Laurent
Lessard, who was also in-
volved in some turmoil, as the
Ethics Commissioner investi-
gated his case.

Recently, the amount
slated for the Gaspé Peninsula

line was again to be concen-
trated solely on the Matapedia
to New Carlisle stretch, but it
was reported to be $50 mil-
lion instead of $39 million.
The money was  to be used to
replace the two bridges span-
ning over the Grand Cascape-
dia river, a potential
investment hovering between
$20 million and $30 million.
Some other bridges need an
increase in their bearing ca-
pacity, a condition apparently
required by Via Rail to re-
sume the passenger train op-

eration between Matapedia
and New Carlisle.

The possibility offered by
a contract to haul 600 wind-
mill blades over the next year,
and the possibility to get sig-
nificantly higher revenues if
the blades are eventually
loaded in Gaspé instead of
New Richmond, as well as
two major business opportu-
nities, notably linked to the
upcoming start-up of the Port
Daniel cement plant, shifted
the regional priorities in rail
transport.

The Table of prefects has
expressed a will to prioritize
the return of the freight train
to Gaspé, just like the two
Members of National Assem-
bly representing the Gaspé
Peninsula, Gaétan Lelièvre
and Sylvain Roy.

The enhancement of the
budget to at least $75 million
would favor the return of the
freight train and the passenger
train to Gaspé, argue the two
MNAs. The Matapedia to
Gaspé line is owned by the
Quebec government since
May 2015.

In the meantime, the
Gaspésie Railway Society, a
company under the control of
the municipalities located be-
tween Matapedia and Gaspé,
is taking steps to increase its
freight traffic. The company
has recently launched a call
for tenders in order to find a
contractor that will build and
install a cement silo in New
Richmond.

“The silo will be used for
the transshipment of part of
McInnis Cement’s output
from Port Daniel. It is tempo-
rary because we want to load
that cement in Port Daniel but
over the short term, we have
no choice. We must load it in
New Richmond because we
can’t offer the service east of
Caplan, due to the dormant
state of the line,” explains
Éric Dubé.

The reality of the Gaspésie Railway Society changed over the summer when the LM Wind Power
plant in Gaspé signed a big contract to supply windmill blades to the central and southern parts
of the United States. Those blades have to be hauled by train. That trend is not likely to change
since the LM plant is expanding to fill the needs of other potential American customers.

Friendly bilingual service 
from Matapedia to Port Daniel
17 years experience

BAS DU FLEUVE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
Agency Director/Owner   
4187520792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca
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Thanks to our customers and staff.Thanks to our customers and staff.
We wish everyone a happy holiday season!We wish everyone a happy holiday season!

134 Route 132 west, New Richmond, Que.
418-392-6002

 Thank you
for your
valuable

patronage.

Royal Canadian Legion 
Mount Sorel Branch 64

New Carlisle, Quebec

Wishing you and yours every happiness 
during this festive season.

We  thank you  for your 
kind support.

Merry Christmas!

Doris Langlois, Funeral Director

221 Chemin Cyr, New Richmond, Quebec
418-392-4234

Pre-arranged funeral service

As we usher in the holiday season, we are moved to remember all of the 
loved ones past and present who have brought so much joy and light to our

lives. We cherish their presence and their memories, and all of the 
blessings that touch our hearts and spirits. 

Thank you for your trust in us and your friendship.

Tidings of 
Comfort & Joy

HOPE YOU HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND VERY

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

Donna Harrison 
Louis Sexton

PERSONAL  INCOME TAXES
20 Chemin Harrison,  Cascapedia-St-Jules, QC  G0C 1T0

Tel.: (418) 759-5790  /  donnalou@navigue.com

Assurances
R.C. Coull Inc.

INSURANCE BROKERS
68 Westminster Ave.

Montreal, Quebec

Tel.: 1-800-465-0583
Fax: (514) 481-1136

We’re so grateful for your friendship
and goodwill. Customers like you are truly a 

gift, and we value your loyal patronage.

Merry 

Christ″mas!
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Christmas Spirit at New Richmond High School
Jenna Boudreau
NEW RICHMOND: - The New Richmond High School

Christmas Concert was a huge success, if the fully

packed gymnasium was any indication!

The elementary students entertained the crowd 

composed of their parents, grandparents, guardians and

surrounding community members with Christmas songs,

dances and poems.  Every class performed a little 

something, organized and directed by their teachers.

From wanting a hippopotamus for Christmas, to lip 

syncing to Mariah Carey’s classic “All I want for 

Christmas,” the spectators were pleasantly 

entertained.                                                                                   

Many donations were graciously given for door prizes

to be won. We wish to thank all of those

organizations/people that donated: Cascapedia Society,

Mary Robertson, Gisèle Coull, Joanne Legouffe (Café du

Village), Depanneur Central, Trudy Brown (Epicure 

Consultant), CASA, Walter Jerome (Organo Consultant)

and the CLC of New Richmond High School.  The Grade

11 class sold tickets on a Christmas basket for the last two

weeks as a fundraiser for their year end trip, and the 

winner was announced at the concert. Congratulations

Tina Caplin!

Community Learning Center technician Jenna

Boudreau and Tammy Chatterton, CLC coordinator wish

to thank the incredible staff and students of NRHS for

bringing everything together so smoothly. The CLC also

thanks everyone who attended for their donations to the

cause. The funds raised will be put back into the school to

go towards activities or programs for all students.

Tree lighting ceremony is a popular event
Elaine Sexton 
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: - This was the sixth

year for the tree lighting ceremony and Christmas

activities. We were pleased to have Rev. Raymond

Kragland join us for the blessing.  He thanked God

for the blessing of the children in our community

and everywhere.

After Santa came, we sang "Oh Christmas

Tree" in both languages and than the classic 

"Jingle Bells."

We went outside to watch Rev. Raymond

do the honours of plugging in the tree and then

we sang "We Wish you a Merry Christmas."

The tree lighting ceremony would not be 

possible without the many helpers including

those behind the scenes.

Thank you to Bob and Gisele McWhirter for giving us one of

their trees again this year.  They have kindly done this since the 

beginning.

Merry Christmas and a new year full of happiness and especially

health, from the community of Cascapedia St-Jules.

Photos:  Darlene Dimock

Photo: Darlene Sexton

Rev. Raymond getting ready to plug in the tree.
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The mayor, councillors and  employees of the
Municipality of New Carlisle 

wish  everyone a  Merry Christmas
and a safe and prosperous New Year!

May your holiday be trimmed with beauty and a feeling 
of pure happiness  that grows all year!

418-752-3141

Jolly, Happy Christmas
Hats off to you, our vlaued customers and

friends at Christmastime!

Martin Duguay and 
his staff 

would like to thank 
all of their 

loyal customers and
wish them all a 
great holiday 

season!
Mrs. Desjardins & Mr. Gagnon

Owners

We have two locations 
to serve you:

145 Chemin Cyr,
New Richmond 
418-392-4451

PJC  Clinic, 
37 Perron East, Caplan 

418-388-2345

Thank you for your 
valued patronage!

New Richmond, Quebec
418-392-4237
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Thierry  Haroun

Recycling glass? Yes...finally

Grand River: - For years deci-
sion makers from the recycling
field have been trying to find a
solution to glass recycling. It is
now possible with an all new
technology. The Gaspé region
was chosen to try a pilot proj-
ect on the matter.

Éco Entreprise Québec, a
non-profit organization, re-
cently announced that five re-
cycling centers have been
chosen to participate at its
Glass Innovation Plan. All in
all, 18 centers submitted their
candidacy and five were cho-
sen: EBI Environnement and
Tricentis (Lanaudière Region),
Récupération Frontenac
(Chaudières-Appalaches),
Centre de tri de Québec and the
Gaspésie Recycling Plant (lo-
cated in Grand River). The
total investment for all five
centers is $5.5 million. In early

2017 a detailed announcement
will be made in each center by
the Québec government and its
partners which are Eco Entre-
prises Québec and Recyc-
Québec.

“We’re really proud of hav-
ing been chosen. It’s so impor-
tant to recycle glass and we just
couldn’t before (technology
reasons),” says the executive
director of Grand River’s recy-
cling plant, Nathalie Drapeau.
“Actually, we had two prob-
lems to settle. First, once we
received the glass at our Cen-
ter, we had to send it out of our
region and that had a cost, ap-
proximately $4,000 per trip.
The problem is that the glass
received generated small parti-
cles of metal, plastic and
mainly glass of course. These
rejects represented 300 to 400
tons per year which we had to
bury at a cost of $80,000 per
year.”

The project consists of im-
plementing by next February
an all new recycling line. It
was developed by the firm
Krysteline Technologies and is
distributed across North Amer-
ica by a Québec firm called
Machinex. The technology
consists of imploding the ma-
terial received followed by
three steps: it goes through
magnets, a vacuum system and
a finally the screening section.
“Once its been through these
steps there are many possibili-
ties for reusing the glass such
as in construction work. There
are many other opportunities
that I will not speak of now be-
cause we’re still looking at all
the options. One advantage of
this, is that it will create a full-
time job at our Center. It will
lower our costs and therefore
generate new revenue with the
glass that has been processed,”
added Ms. Drapeau.

News
briefs

Recruiting doctors
Thierry Haroun
GASPÉ PENINSULA: - Good news in the health sector: the
Québec government has authorized the Gaspé Peninsula to re-
cruit family physicians and specialized physicians. For the year
2017, the Québec Health Ministry has authorized Chandler Hos-
pital to recruit four family physicians, Maria Hospital four,  one
inSainte-Anne-des-Monts and two in Gaspé. Up until now, 24
candidates have submitted their names, confirms the spokesper-
son of  the Gaspésie Health and Social Services Center, Dr
Claude Mercier. Moreover, the region has been authorized to re-
cruit three specialists: An Internal Medicine Physician in Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts, a Public Health and Preventive physician for
Gaspé Hospital and one anesthesiologist for Maria Hospital, con-
firms Claude Mercier. 

Icy dip raised 
thousands for children
Thierry Haroun
PERCÉ: - The Saucette fundraiser for Enfant Soleil raised thou-
sands of  dollars for sick children. The 6th edition was held on
Saturday, December 10 near the wharf. It consisted of  diving in
Percé’s icy water to raise money that will be used to buy medical
equipment to treat sick children in the region’s hospitals. When
Spec met the spokesperson, Lisa-Marie Gagnon, she confirmed
that $26,000 had been collected. “These are preliminary results.
The ambiance was great. People participated with their hearts. We
had more than 130 swimmers that jumped in the icy water of
Percé who came from as far away as the Town of  Gaspé and even
Sherbrooke! It was really cold .”

Photo: Saucette de Percé

156 G-D-Lévesque E, 

Paspébiac, QC G0C 2K0 

Tel.: (418) 752-3417

Edmond Horth &
Jacqueline Lamy

Prop.

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
&  HAPPY NEW YEAR

AND THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR VALUED BUSINESS!

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
&  HAPPY NEW YEAR

AND THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR VALUED BUSINESS!

JEWELLERY, WATCHES, GIFTS

REPAIR SERVICE

PROMOTION
We pay the two taxes during

the month of December

Nathalie Drapeau, executive director of Grand River’s recycling plant.
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Police report

Superior Court Judge Louis Dionne ruled  that the evidence ob-
tained by the undercover investigation that led to the charges
against Réal Savoie, 51, from Nouvelle  accused  of  the second
degree murder of  Sonia Raymond, 32, from Causapscal mur-
dered on the beach in Maria on July 27 1996.

On December 15, 2016 after almost six weeks of  voir-dire,
Judge Dionne ruled that the evidence obtained during the Mr.
Big investigation  demonstrated that the rights of  the accused
were respected. 

Judge Dionne ruled that the evidence presented  between No-
vember 7 and December 9, 2017 didn’t cause any prejudice to
Réal Savoie. The judge also stated that the evidence was reliable,
that the behaviour of  the police officers did not compromise
the interest of  the judicial system and that there was no abuse
of  procedure by the  investigators.

Judge Dionne is of  the opinion that the accused was  “never
forced to do something he didn’t want to do” during the un-
dercover investigation.  The probative value of  the evidence
should be submitted to the judgement of  the jurors.”  

Defence attorney Marcel Guérin still thinks that there was pro-
cedural abuse at the expense of  his client. He was disappointed
by the ruling of  the judge. “I will try to prove my point during
the trial,” he said a few minutes after the ruling. 

The continuance of  the trial of  Réal Savoie is set to March 6
and will resume with jury selection. The details of  the investi-
gation during the voir-dire remain subjected to a publication ban
until presented at the trial, in the presence of  the jury.

Judge Dionne invited crown prosecutors Gerald Maltais and
Florence Frappier-Routhier, as well as defense attorney Marcel
Guérin and Reginald Victorin to return  to court on February 23
in order to clarify some evidence issues in the absence of  the
jury. 

The judge also authorized the transfer of  Réal Savoie from the
New Carlisle jail to the Sorel jail as of  the beginning of  January.
Attorney Marcel Guérin lives in Sorel and will then have the
possibility of  meeting the accused to prepare his defense.

******

A 20-year-old woman from Chandler was arrested on Novem-
ber 12 with regards to injuries sustained by a 17-year-old male
youth from Chandler. She was driving the youth’s car while the
17-year-old was  car-surfing on the roof  of  the car.  The ado-
lescent fell, sustained serious injuries to his face and she drove
him to the Chandler hospital. The Sûreté du Québec investi-
gated the matter  and issued tickets to the driver totalling $2,564
and  21 demerit points. She will eventually be summoned to ap-
pear in court and charged with dangerous driving causing bod-
ily harm.
￼

Gilles  Gagné

Photo: G. Gagné

Bertram Dow could enter 
a plea of guilty on January 9

NEW CARLISLE: – Bertram

Dow, 60 from Port Daniel

charged with the premeditated

murder of retired teacher, Rus-

sell Duguay on March 13,

2004, might enter a plea of

guilty on January 9, the date

scheduled for the start of his

third trial.

Nothing is official regard-

ing the eventual plea of guilty

of Bert Dow but a number of

clues are pointing in that di-

rection. On December 10 and

December 15, during the trial

of Réal Savoie, charged with

the 1996 murder of Sonia

Raymond, two references

were made to the effect that

the “Bert Dow file” was “dealt

with”.

The December 10 refer-

ence was brief and it was

made by his defence attorney,

Marcel Guérin, who is also the

defence attorney of Réal

Savoie. He was thinking out

loud while trying to establish

his January schedule.

The December 15 refer-

ence to the possible conclu-

sion of the Bert Dow case was

more direct. Superior Court

Judge Louis Dionne, when

asking Marcel Guérin and

crown prosecutor Gerald Mal-

tais about their availability for

a January preparatory meet-

ing, clearly said that the Bert

Dow file was “dealt with”.

Later outside the court

room, Marcel Guérin simply

said that Bert Dow “told me

about his intention of entering

a plea of guilty.” The defence

attorney added that it would

be a plea to reduced charges.

When asked how certain he

was of the intention of Mr.

Dow, Marcel Guérin made a

gesture, meaning that a person

can always change his mind.

In his exchange with Judge

Dionne, Marcel Guérin also

mentioned that he had planned

a two-week vacation outside

the country, starting on Janu-

ary 10. Such a trip is hardly

compatible with a multi-week

Superior Court trial that is

scheduled to begin on January

9 with jury selection.

Bert Dow was found guilty

twice by separate juries in that

affair. The first trial was held

in May and June 2006 at the

New Carlisle courthouse. Fol-

lowing the trial, then defence

attorney Mylène Lareau filed

for an appeal based on the in-

structions given to the jury by

Superior Court Judge Richard

Grenier regarding the intoxi-

cation of the accused.

The appeal was granted but

on another ground, as Quebec

Court of Appeal Judge Alan R.

Hilton established that the lin-

guistic rights of the accused

had not been respected at cer-

tain periods during the trial.

Judge Hilton even blamed

Mylène Lareau to a certain ex-

tent in that decision, pointing

out that she had contributed to

the non-respect of Bert Dow’s

linguistic rights by participat-

ing in an exchange in French

about points of law that had to

be clarified by the judge and

the two parties. The accused

himself had given his consent

to those exchanges being held

in French in the middle of an

English language trial.

The second appeal was

granted on grounds regarding

the instructions given to jurors

by Judge François Huot, who

had presided over the second

trial. At the conclusion of that

second trial, Bert Dow had

committed to not appealing

the verdict after presenting his

apologies to the family of

Russell Duguay.

Bert Dow is essentially

seeking a third trial to obtain a

guilty verdict on a reduced

charge, considering that he has

already served a penitentiary

term totalling 11 years and

that he is out on bail. He has

experienced problems respect-

ing the conditions of his re-

lease and was assigned to a

halfway house to facilitate his

reintegration in society.

Russell Duguay, a retired

teacher, 72, was shot in the

stomach in his home on a Sat-

urday night. He was watching

a hockey game with his son

Byron. He went to answer the

door and was shot in the stom-

ach by the accused. He died at

the Chandler hospital a few

hours later. Bert Dow and

Russell Duguay lived a few

houses apart in Port Daniel

West.

Bert Dow was charged with murder on March 15, 2004.

1 888 3

Enviro
364-3139  |  pescaen

onmental consu
nvironnement.com

ulting services
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2016 provided reasons
to be proud and 
hopeful, despite
a few setbacks

The year that is about to end provided all
kinds of emotions, impressions, hopes and, even
though we hate them, setbacks. Overall, it was a
good year for Gaspesians, despite the hardship
stemming from a couple of issues we have no
control of, like health, education and transport
budgetary cuts.

Collectively, great things were achieved, like
the team work that culminated by the December
1st official inauguration of the Mesgi’g Ugju’s’n
wind farm, a $330 million investment that repre-
sents the biggest advancement step for the
Gaspé Peninsula Native communities since the
Marshall ruling on commercial fisheries, 17 years
ago.

As Mesgi’g Ugju’s’n board president Troy
Jerome emphasized in December, sometimes
with a lump in his throat and drops we could call
tears rolling down his cheeks, that venture al-
lowed dozens of Natives to get their Quebec con-
struction cards and the possibility to work closer
to home for a change, and establish contacts
with contractors that will be fruitful for years to
come.

About 110 construction workers from Gespeg,
Gesgapegiag and Listuguj found jobs on the site
located north of Escuminac. They worked with
unknown Non-Natives and both groups devel-
oped common trust and a better understanding
of each other’s realities. It can only be beneficial
for the future. At least four more Natives will de-
velop competence in the maintenance of wind
mills, thus providing more reasons to instill addi-
tional pride in their communities.

December also provided the region with an
unexpected source of pride, when Heather
Condo’s short documentary, “My Father’s Tools”,
was retained by the Sundance Film Festival for
screenings next month in Utah. It is the first
movie supervised by Wapikoni Mobile, the or-
ganization supporting Native film production, to
ever deserve a shot at Sundance. That’s a feat,
considering the ample talent of the creators
backed by Wapikoni Mobile. Between January 19
and 29, many Gaspesians will keep an eye on
what is going on in Utah. “My Father’s Tools”
made a lasting impression in August at the Per-
céides, in Percé.

Gaspesians have all kinds of reasons to be
hopeful with regards to commercial fisheries too.
Not all the numbers are out yet but we know that
2016 was another banner year, especially for lob-
ster and shrimp fishermen. The catches were
harder to get for shrimp fishermen but they were
receiving record prices for them. While the crab
fishermen were not in for record revenues in
2016, they were relatively close to all-time
heights and 2017 should spell even better rev-
enues.

Tourism was also characterized by a level of
attendance that was rarely seen, and it benefited
all of the Gaspé Peninsula areas. Percé came
back to its old form and the development of the
Geopark, paired with Chandler’s Nova Lumina,
could provide the Percé Rock MRC with punch
that had been lacking for many years. The whole
Gaspé Peninsula takes advantage of tourism
when the Chandler-Percé-Gaspé stretch gets
good results because people have to pass
through the west part of the region to reach its
extremity.

The transportation file has not yielded im-
pressive results, funding-wise, from the federal
and provincial governments but 2016 proved, for
those who had not gathered it yet, that the Gaspé
Peninsula population was and remains right in
asking for major improvements across the board,
whether we talk about rail, marine road and aer-

ial transport.
The worries for the coming year pertain mainly

to forestry, health and social services, as well as
education.

Forestry represents a source of concern be-
cause of the lumber dispute triggered by the
United States. The Americans, who complain
about the level of subsidies received by Cana-
dian lumber producers, regularly lose that battle
when trade tribunals are rendering their decision,
but it doesn’t ebb our neighbours repetitive at-
tempts to impose long term tariffs. The cost is
heavy for Canadian forestry firms, including the
ones of the Gaspé Peninsula.

Gaspesians, like the residents of the other
rural regions of Quebec, are suffering from the
vast centralization of health services called by
minister Gaétan Barrette. The Optilab project
could soon have detrimental effects on the con-
dition of some patients. However, and despite his
stubbornness, doctor Barrette has been forced to
change his mind on some occasions, and it might
happen again.

Our education sector is also suffering from the
Quebec government’s centralization. There
again, some financial catching up, a word better
suited than re-investment to describe what is
going on, was announced at the end of the year,
therefore leaving people to think that there is
room for hope there as well.

THANK YOU!
We take this  opportunity to say thank you  to all our loyal supporters,  

subscribers, advertisers, volunteers and  contributors. We wish each and  
everyone of you a peaceful holiday season. We thank you for your support 

and look forward to a  new year of publishing news on the Coast.

This is the last issue of 
The Gaspé Spec for 2016.

The office will be closed on 
Thursday, December 22, 2016

and will reopen on 
Thursday, January 5, 2017

Because of the printing schedule, please take note that 
our first issue of The Gaspe Spec in the new year will be

January 11, 2017
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Wendy Dawson
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Wakeham Adult and Vocation Education, convenience is key

WAKEHAM: – In order to

make education and training

available to as many people as

possible, the personnel of the

Wakeham Adult and Voca-

tional Education Centre has

made relevance, accessibility

and flexibility key factors in

their selection of up and com-

ing programs.

There are currently 43 stu-

dents enrolled at the Centre in

both academic and vocational

programs. However, “we are

looking to increase the interest

in the community,” explains

Rachel Adams, a teacher of a

variety of administrative pro-

grams offered through the cen-

tre.

“We have chosen to focus

on programs that are sup-

ported by the CLE(Centre

local d’emploi) but also on

programs that have a good

placement rate.  We want to

focus on where the jobs are,”

she continues.

For instance, students who

took the trucking course,

which began in November and

is currently running for the

third time at the education fa-

cility, enjoyed a 100% place-

ment rate at the conclusion of

the last program.

A selection of programs

will be available in 2017.

Among them will be the

homecare assistance course.

The 975 hour program allows

students to learn how to pro-

vide basic care to clients of all

ages in a variety of settings,

including those that are in the

home and require home care.

It is a program not only of

interest to those seeking work

in the health care industry, but

also to those that are responsi-

ble for caring for loved ones.

Interested parties can enquire

about participating exclusively

in certain modules of the

course that might help them

better serve the person they

are caring for such as ensuring

a safe environment or inter-

vening in crisis or emergency.

The program which is fin-

ishing with its most recent

group is currently offered two

evenings a week in order to

accommodate the many par-

ticipants that are already

working in the health sector

during the day.  A new group

of students is expected to start

by mid-January of the New

Year.

The professional fisheries

program is still in recruitment

and can offer interested candi-

dates a great scope of knowl-

edge that ranges from the

operation of a fishing vessel

and equipment, preventive

maintenance, safety, conserva-

tion and choice of fishing

grounds among other skills.

While those interested in

working in the commercial

fishing industry are encour-

aged to enroll, modules of the

course are also open to those

already working in the indus-

try, people who may require

upgrading or refreshing.

Finally, the accounting and

administration program is a

perfect choice for those that

are interested in pursuing pro-

fessional training without nec-

essarily having to commit to

the classroom time.  An option

for interested students in-

cludes an internet platform

which allows participants to

work at their own pace and

easily integrate learning into

their personal schedules. In the

local market, students who

complete this program are also

likely to find work quite eas-

ily.

Rachel Adams points out

that “we have a great selection

of professional programs, but

Wakeham really offers some-

thing for everyone.  We have

students that range in age from

15 to 50 at the school and we

offer a personalized one on

one approach for those that are

interested in working on their

academic upgrading, their lit-

eracy or towards the comple-

tion of their high school

diploma.  A person is never too

old to learn.”

Ms. Adams is hoping that

potential students interested in

pursuing any of the options

available at the school are not

shy to reach out.  “We hope to

organize an open house in

2017 but in the meantime,

anyone that is curious or inter-

ested is welcome to come in to

visit or even sit in on class-

room time.”

If learning, upgrading or

professional development are

part of your plan for the New

Year, Ms. Adams can be

reached at the school or via the

Facebook page and is avail-

able to discuss additional in-

formation about student

funding, programs and sched-

ules to help you reach your ed-

ucation goals.

The Wakeham Adult and

Vocational Education Centre

is located at 584 Montée

Wakeham in Gaspé.

The trucking class started in November. The last such program had a placement rate of 100%.

Teacher Rachel Adams.

Thank you for being such loyal 
customers.

Pneus Bélanger
170A, Route 132, 

Bonaventure, Quebec
418-534-2127

Here Comes 
Santa Claus!

Another Christmas
is rolling in, and we hope
it delivers everything on 

your wish list!

Thank you for 
dining with us.

It’s been a privilege 
and a pleasure
serving you, 

and we look forward 
to seeing you 

again next year!

Bring Your Own Wine
WIFI Service

RESTAURANT & 
MOTEL BELLEVUE
64 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd

New Carlisle, Que. • 418-752-3612

Merry

Christmas 

and 

Happy New

Year!

HHoommeessiicckk
ffoorr    tthhee   

GGaassppéé??

Find out what’s 
happening on the Coast.

Turn to the
pages of

The Gaspe Spec

www.gaspespec.com www.gaspespec.com

Come in out of the rain!

Drop in to Spec’s

bookroom and pick

out a great gently

used book, perfect 

for a rainy day

Hardcover $3, softcover $1 and thin 
Harlequin Romances 3 for $1

Open: Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
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Gaspesie Literacy 
Council

Douglastown, Quebec

Merry Christmas and Happy 2017!
We hope your holiday season is

filled with magical 
moments, from beginning to end. 

Holiday
Greetings!

We wish to thank all our loyal
customers for their patronage.

We look forward to serving 
you in the new year.

Loisel Pièces d’Auto
51 Gérard D. Levesque  Blvd,

New Carlisle, Quebec
Tel.: (4180 752-5754 
Fax: (418) 752-2171

Repairs - Welding - Gas - Diesel

522 Boul. Perron Ouest. C.P. 7
Nouvelle-Ouest, Quebec G0C 2G0

Tel.: 418-794-2411

Garage Maxwell 
Wafer & Fils Inc.

General Mechanic
Thank you from all the team!

165 Route 132 East, 
New Richmond, Quebec G0C 2B0

Tel.: 418-392-6582 - Fax: 418-392-6583

Eric Cormier &
Bobby Harrison, Proprietors

pneusnr@navigue.com

Pneus New Richmond
Michelin - BFGoodrich 
Uniroyal - Yokohama  
Multi-Mile - Marshal
Vredestein & others

Merry 
Christmas &
thanks for 

your 
business!
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Late poet celebrated at
Duthie Point
Cynthia Dow
NEW RICHMOND: - About 25 fans of  the world-renowned
Canadian poet Leonard Cohen gathered to mourn his loss and
celebrate his life and works on November 24 at Duthie’s Point.
The evening, organized by Danielle Cyr of  New Richmond, in-
cluded a profile of  the poet’s varied and adventurous life by Sandi
Beebe of  New Carlisle and readings by Danielle and Cynthia Dow.
They also did a mashup of  a French translation of  one poem with
an English poem with a similar theme. Since the poet was also a
singer-songwriter the evening would not be complete without
music! Normand Desjardins of  Bonaventure performed three
Cohen songs: “Suzanne”, “Hallelujah”, and “Dance Me to the
End of  Love”, while Michael Robertson and his buddy Dion
added a blues bent with Everybody Knows and a few additional
non-Cohen tunes to round out the evening. Those present all
noted they would love to participate in similar cultural evenings in
the future. Leonard Cohen died November 7th and was laid to
rest in Mount Royal cemetery in Montreal.

Gilles  Gagné

New Carlisle arena’s new cooling
system to be ready by Christmas

NEW CARLISLE: – The new
cooling system in New
Carlisle’s arena is currently
installed and will be ready be-
fore Christmas. The $248,755
system will allow the arena to
open earlier in the season and
offer the users of the arena
stable conditions, instead of
being controlled by outside
weather conditions.

The Municipality of New
Carlisle was targeting the
opening of the arena for De-
cember 1 when the installa-
tion operation started in
October but the late delivery
of some parts coming from
the United States delayed the
work by a few weeks.

“The system itself was in-
stalled in October but addi-

tional work was required on
the cement slab, as well as in
the electricity system and the
compressors. Some parts of
the ventilation system ordered
in the United States by the
cooling unit manufacturer,
Éco-Glace,  were late in arriv-
ing. There are always adjust-
ments when a system is
installed. The system is now
working but it will take a few
days before it maintains con-
trol. Our cement slab is not in-
sulated and the ground is not
frozen. So it will take a bit of
time before sustaining the
ice,” explained the Town of
New Carlisle director general
Denise Dallain, on December
16.

She was then expecting the
ice to be ready by December
23, maybe a day or two be-

fore.
“We would have been up

and running by December had
all the equipment been deliv-
ered on time. We had no con-
trol over it. It is our first year
too. It requires adaptation. We
have to bring the system
along slowly. Next year, we
will be ahead,” adds Ms. Dal-
lain.

At $248,755 before taxes,
the cost of the system was
slightly less expensive than
the budgeted acquisition cost
of $275,000. 

Overall, with the installa-
tion cost, the work on the ce-
ment slab, the electricity
adjustment and the work car-
ried out on the compressors,
the total cost should hover
around $300,000, says Denise
Dallain.

To live in peace, to propose peace, to be an 
instrument of justice and peace, is the message that
our Catholic Church in Gaspésie and Magdalen 
Islands wants to reaffirm for Christmas and the
New Year.

A few days ago, the Jubilee of Mercy ended. It was
a time for Christians to rediscover how God loves humanity with tenderness.
We are called to be witnesses of the mercy of God and
to be instruments of peace. 

On the occasion of this feast of Christmas, I invite you
to take all the personal initiatives necessary that could
help to bring peace in our various living environments:
at school, at work, in our families, our social and 
Christian communities. In doing so, we will be signs 
of the Kingdom of God among us.

† Gaétan Proulx, O.S.M.
Évêque de Gaspé

Christmas Greetings from Bishop Gaétan Proulx, O.S.M.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

(Crédit, photographie Dachowski)

Health Networks 
meet in Halifax
Kim Harrison
NEW CARLISLE: -  Members of  Quebec’s Community Health
and Social Services Network (CHSSN), including CASA, the
Council for Magdalen Islanders, Vision-Gaspé-Percé-Now, Her-
itage Lower St. Lawrence, the North Shore Community Associ-
ation and Neighbours Association of  Rouyn-Noranda, met with
representatives of  Atlantic Canada’s francophone health net-
works for two days on December 6 and 7. Representatives of
these 14 health networks, whose mission is to provide access to
health and social services for official language minority com-
munities (English in Quebec and French in the rest of  Canada)
met to share tools, resources and best practices, and to identify
areas of  collaboration.

Participants were pleased with the meetings and established
numerous avenues for future projects. Cathy Brown, CASA Di-
rector, noted that it was interesting to learn about the different
approach that francophone organizations take to ensuring ac-
cess to services in their language. “Whereas CASA works to in-
fluence delivery within the health and social service institutions,
we also provide direct services to the community, such as our
senior’s wellness centres, services to children, video-conferenc-
ing and health information. Francophone organizations that we
met with mainly work with institutions to ensure access to serv-
ices in their language and do not provide direct services. How-
ever, because of  the restrictions of  Quebec’s language laws, we
will continue to work within the community to ensure that serv-
ices are received in English, either directly from CASA or the
institutions.”

The event was organized by CASA and funded by the
CHSSN via Health Canada. The CHSSN is a provincial organi-
zation that works in partnerships with organizations such as
CASA. Their mission is to improve access to health and social
services for English speakers by strengthening networks at the
local, regional and provincial level in order to address health de-
terminants, influence public policy and develop services. CHSSN
has more than 60 member organizations and is involved in over
40 projects and partnerships in the areas of  primary health care,
community development and population health.
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
FOR YOUR LOYAL PATRONAGE!

ROY NISSAN INC.
158 Boul. Gaspé, Gaspé, Quebec

Tel.: 418-368-6226 
Fax: 418-368-1221

To all of those who have passed by this way,  
Our very best wishes for a bright holiday

For your support and goodwill too,   
We’re very grateful to each one of you!

Municipality of  
Port Daniel-Gascons

418-396-5225

Here’s hoping your 
holiday season is just 
the way you like it. 

Merry Christmas!

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
BR. 59, GASPE,  QUEBEC

As another holiday
season comes into
bloom we’d like to
share our sincere
best wishes with

each and 
every one of you!

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC:
104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West 

4187525553
CHANDLER:

260 René Lévesque Blvd East 
4186895553

MARIA:
435 Perron Blvd West 

4187595553
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Photos: W. Dawson

Wendy Dawson

A busy year for Vision Gaspé Percé Now

DOUGLASTOWN: - The

bright and tight quarters of

the Vision Gaspé Percé Now

office are located in the heart

of the community centre in

Douglastown.  The room is

organized and functional, but

hardly spacious.

“You can see by looking

around,” says Cheryl Leggo,

“that everyone works in the

same space and at times it can

be a trying environment, but

it also shows that we can get

along pretty well.  We make it

work.” 

She has made it work, as

executive director of the or-

ganization for the last four

years, this month Cheryl

Leggo will complete her final

weeks in that role and will

also mark the end of her ten-

year career with Vision. 

Cheryl Leggo, who is the

only full-time employee at

Vision Gaspé-Percé Now

(VGPN), oversees eight part

time employees who work

between 14 and 20 hours a

week on a variety of projects.

The expression “a little

goes a long way” truly ap-

plies to the actions of VGPN.

With a modest annual budget

any core funding. This means

that its very existence, from

year to year is put to the test

as Vision must seek out and

apply for funding to help sup-

port not only the projects that

it drives in the English Com-

munity of the region, but also

the funding to support its

basic infrastructure, like

salaries, rent and other oper-

ating expenses.

This presents an important

annual challenge to both the

executive director and to the

organization’s nine member

board of directors, headed by

president Tony Conoley.  Mr.

Conoley praises Ms. Leggo’s

contribution as executive di-

rector stating that “during her

tenure (…) our organization

has grown in recognition, the

number of programs and proj-

ects continue to increase

along with the number of

partners and funders.”

For her part, Ms. Leggo

admits to the occasional chal-

lenge presented with the lack

of core funding but points out

that “we have a good team

here. Working with our finan-

cial person and really focus-

ing on what needs to be done,

we always manage to keep it

together.”

care (a collaboration with

CASA and CAMI), guides for

home caregivers and a sum-

mary document of medical

terms in English and in

French for professional health

care workers.  Reference

tools for seniors are aptly pro-

duced using large print and

tabs for easy access.

The great reference docu-

ments however barely scrape

the surface of their commu-

nity impact and VGPN’s ac-

complishments.  There has

been the frozen meals pro-

gram, wellness centres, care-

giver support and cognitive

workshops for seniors.

While a great focus of the

work from VGPN is geared

towards health and seniors

projects, they also work with

youth and in the schools fo-

cusing on the “I AM ME”

self-esteem project.

Vision Gaspé Percé Now

has clearly tapped into the

needs of their region,  “While

most of our programs are

geared towards the Anglo-

phone population, there are

many Francophones that

come to see us to access the

same resources and services,

or for referrals. All of our

staff is bilingual, so it is easy

for us to address those en-

quiries.  Things like the well-

ness centres, people will call

and say that there is nothing

like that offered in the Fran-

cophone community.  Do you

mind if we participate?”, ex-

plains Ms. Leggo.

Mr. Conoley points out,

“Our mandate is to serve the

needs of the Anglophone pop-

ulation, however we welcome

the participation of our Fran-

cophone community as well,

especially our seniors, as they

can be vulnerable and need

certain services.”

When asked to reflect

upon her time at Vision and to

identify the projects or serv-

ices that she is proudest of,

Ms. Leggo explains, “it

would have to be caregiver

support.  When I came back

to the community it was to

take care of my mom and I

had to fight tooth and nail to

get any kind of support on my

journey.  I always felt that if

there was something that I

could do for the population

here, it would be to provide

caregiver support.”

VGPN and Cheryl

Leggo’s goals have been met,

with a solid caregiver support

system that includes the guide

(produced in both English

and French), Caregiver cafés

– a place where caregivers

can gather and share as well

as workshops, are all made

available through VGPN to

the many caregivers that are

in the region.

It is fair to say that Cheryl

Leggo is leaving her tenure as

executive director on a high

note, and on a smooth one.

Ms. Leggo explains, “I

started to really consider

leaving after my ‘big birth-

day’ in July, so we have had

several months to plan and

organize the transition.”

Mr. Conoley explains that

this departure is on the best of

terms and has been well

planned.

Vision Gaspé Percé Now

has selected their new execu-

tive director who will begin

serving her term in the new

year.  Ms. Jessica Synnott

will be Cheryl Leggo’s re-

placement.  “Cheryl’s re-

placement, Jessica Synnott

has been with VPGN for the

past six years and we are very

confident that she will con-

tinue to insure the strength

and vitality of the organiza-

tion.  She has the support of a

very dedicated staff, a strong,

dedicated and experienced

board of directors,” states Mr.

Conoley.

“I’ll continue to work with

Jessica and support in this

transition.   It’s a chance for

us (VGPN) to spread our

wings even more,” explains

Ms. Leggo.

For her part Cheryl Leggo

will be taking some time to

rest and reflect upon what the

next chapter is for her.  “I

would like to do some volun-

teering.  Caregiving is still an

important priority for me.”

she explains.  “We would

love to see her on the board,”

says Mr. Conoley, “but I think

we will wait a bit,” he teases.

Vision Gaspé Percé Now

has a very active facebook

page and website.  Those in-

terested in staying informed

about the activities in the re-

gion will find that they are

both updated regularly and

full of information for users

from both inside and outside

the region.

Cheryl Leggo, Executive Director of Vision Gaspé Percé Now and Board President Tony Cono-
ley.

Cheryl Leggo will be leaving her role as Executive Director and
passing on the torch to Jessica Synnott who will assume her du-
ties in the new year.

of approximately $400,000,

the organization this year has

worked on 14 different proj-

ects with the support of sev-

eral different partners whose

financial contributions to the

agency range anywhere from

$80,000 to $750. 

March 31, 2017 will mark

the end of Vision Gaspé Percé

Now’s 12th year, which in its

own right is remarkable as the

organization has never had

This small community or-

ganization has a lot to be

proud of.  Spread across the

table during the interview

with SPEC are a variety of

reference documents, each a

culmination of community

and partner driven projects

that include reference guides

for seniors, information doc-

uments for Anglophone

Gaspesians that must travel

out of the region for health
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