
Also on a positive note,
accoustic monitoring from
last summer has confirmed
the presence of resident and
migratory bat species at
many  stations along  the
coast including wind energy
farms in L’Anse au Valleau.
Baseline information with
data collected using record-
ings from the Anabat Express
monitors has provided
species information and pres-
ence or absence data.

Partnerships have been
initiated with organizations
including  McInnis Ciment,
the Perce Geoparc, the Town
of Gaspé, Pointe a la Garde
ornithological trails, and the
Grotte in Saint Elzear.  

Jordi Segers, the National
White Nose Syndrome Scien-
tific Program Coordinator
continues to encourage the
initiative and include SOS
Bat updates in Bat Monday.
The team is grateful to
the many individuals who
allowed  monitors on their
personal properties. 

Although third year
funding has not been con-
firmed for the SOS Bats
project both  the Micmac
nation of Gespeg and  Con-
tact Environment are
working towards the sus-
tainability of this impor-
tant regional venture and
are  confident that it will
continue to grow and
thrive. 

It should be noted
that data collection de-
tails will be available
in the coming weeks. 

If you would like
more information
about the project or to take
part in acoustic monitoring
activities you can get in
touch with Contact Environ-
ment at 418-360-0438.

Jeanie  LeLacheur
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SOS Bats  - The flight goes on

GASPÉ: - Good news on the
bat front and as winter con-
tinues to hold the coast in its
white embrace  Gespeg and
Contact Environment are
looking forward and back
with a flutter of hope  for the
small  species at risk and  the
project designed to help them
survive. The SOS Bats proj-
ect, the collaborative species
at risk initiative funded by
the Aboriginal Fund for
Species at Risk which is now
in its second year has seen
growth and change and made
some important discoveries
over the past few months. 

The general population
has been very supportive of
the project and organizers
ask that they continue to be
on the lookout for bats in this
crucial period when white-
nose syndrome wakes bats
from hibernation and sends
them  to their  death  looking
for food that isn’t available.

All  bat sightings (daytime
flying or dead bats)  can be
reported to Contact Environ-
ment at 418-360-0438.  

The Town of Gaspé has
offered its support to the
project with a generous ges-
ture by Mayor Daniel Coté
to buy an Anabat Express
monitor. The monitor will
allow the team to increase
data collection. In addition, a
financial contribution by mu-
nicipal councillor Nelson
O’Connor  ensures summer
monitoring activities for the
species at risk initiative.

Devon Smith Bouchard and Abigail Adams 
participated in an SOS Bats awareness activity.

Who am I? DNA testing
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Thierry Haroun

Jobs available in Percé Rock MRC

GRAND RIVER: - If you’re
looking for a job and you're
living in the Percé Rock MRC,
don’t miss the Percé Rock  Job
Fair Day that will take place on
April 12 in Grand River.

The third edition of the
event will take place in the to-
tally revamped Grand River
arena where no less than 60 ex-
hibitors will have their stands:
businesses from all sectors will
be represented, such as hotels,
restaurants, sanitation, educa-
tion, tourism, health and even
Ciment McInnis will be on
hand.  “I’ve been in the region
for three years now and I have
since realized the vitality of the
region’s businesses and their
desire to boost the local econ-
omy. Our enterprise has hired
many sub-contractors since
our operations, such as San’hy
Pro, Jolifish, Duguay Sanitaire,
Mauger Ford, Soudures Jones
and so forth. Moreover, 80%
of our workers are Gaspesians
and we are proud of that,” said
the Honorary President of the
event   Alexandre Rail, who is
also Vice-President of McInnis
Cement Operations. He also
added “we’re all looking for
qualified candidates and this
event is the ideal occasion to
meet that goal.”

Gino Cyr is the mayor of
Grand River and he had a clear
message to send. “The youth
are the future of our economy
and our businesses. As a
mayor, I want to make sure

that we have an economic en-
vironment that has the poten-
tial to maintain them here and
also say to those who are
studying outside the Gaspé that
once they have completed their
degree that specialized jobs are
available here. This is a real
issue, a real challenge. The
event is an opportunity to
share, to exchange, build
bridges and show that there is a
future here.”

75% of jobs are 

not publicized

Annie Tapp is the director
of the Percé Rock Youth Em-
ployment Center (CJE Option

Emploi), one of the major or-
ganizers of the event. “It’s im-
portant to know that more than
75% of the jobs available are
not published or made public.
That’s why this event can be
useful for many. The other
good news is that the educa-
tion sector will be present.
They will answer questions
for those who want to have a
career change and get the right
training to achieve their
goals.” The Percé Rock
Chamber of Commerce, the
Town of Grand River and the
Local Employment Center are
also important partners of the
event that will take place from
noon to 7 p.m.

Thierry Haroun

Percé mayor says new 
budget is a “transition budget”

PERCÉ: Percé citizens won’t
see a tax increase in 2018 in
the budget that the new
Mayor, Cathy Poirier, quali-
fies as a “transition budget.” 

The town council adopted
the 2018 budget on January
29 which is valued at $6.6M
compared to $6.4M in 2017,
a small hike of 2.98%. In
terms of taxation, nothing
changes as the residential tax
rate stays at $1.40 per $100 of
evaluation, the business tax
rate remains at $2.65, lodging
units is set at $1.50, industrial
building stays at $2.15. Other
good news is that the residen-
tial garbage tax goes from
$250 down to $230. In terms
of revenues for the Town, the
taxes represent $4.3M
(64.8%).  The other revenues
are provided by provincial
government building taxes
for a total of $445,110, Fed-

eral buildings for a total of
$17,930 and all sorts of gov-
ernment transfers. As for the
expenses, there's the General
Administration (15.7%), Pub-
lic Security (7.9%), Transport
(23.6%), Sanitation (15.3%),
Urbanism (15.8%), Culture
(2.8%) and interests on loans
(3%).

Transition, says Cathy
Poirier “I would qualify this
budget as a transition budget.
We considered the capacity of
our citizens of paying. We
made that choice and I think
it's good news for everyone.
We can consider it as a tax de-
crease given that the cost of
living goes up all the time. I
call it a transition budget be-
cause we want to assess many
things, such as working meth-
ods, different costs (related to
the town management) and so
forth,” explains Cathy Poirier,
respected business woman in
the region, who is officiating

her first mandate. 
The future of Percé wharf

is her top priority she con-
firms. “We’re keeping a close
eye on the negotiations that
are underway between the
provincial and federal gov-
ernments concerning its
transfer. We, of course, would
like to have our say in the
matter. What I hope is that
this summer will be the last
one with this old wharf in
hopes that a call for tenders
will be published next fall in
order to have a new wharf in
2019.” 

It should be noted that last
May the Quebec government
confirmed  its intention to be
the owner of the new wharf
once Ottawa has completed
rebuilding it and transfers it
to Quebec.  

Finally, the town council
adopted a Three-Year Invest-
ment Program (2018-2020) of
$2.7M.

News
briefs

Public Works Director fired
Thierry Haroun
PERCÉ: - On February 6, the Percé Town Council adopted a res-
olution confirming the end of  the contract of  the new Public
Works Director. He had only filled that position since November.
He was fired just three months after being hired, the probation
period was supposed to last six months. The main reason behind
the decision concerns the snow removal of  the Town’s roads. “We
decided to end the contract of  the new Public Works Director be-
cause the results simply weren’t there. The main objective of  this
department is to offer a service to our citizens and in terms of
snow removal citizens are entitled to have a service at the height
of  their expectations,” explains the Executive Director of  the
Town, Felix Caron. Until a new director is named, Mr. Caron will
be responsible for that department.

Let the Games begin!
Thierry Haroun
GRAND RIVER: - The 50 plus Games of  the Gaspé and Mag-
dalen Islands will take place in Grand River, June 7 to10. The 14th
Edition will include no less than 22 different disciplines in sport
and leisure, such as golf, swimming, bowling, pétanque, bridge,
tennis and even Scrabble. 

Some 1,400 participants (mainly from our region but also from
New Brunswick and the Lower St-Lawrence region) are expected
to take part in the event. Yoga, music, theater and a mass are part
of  the program. “I’m honored as the mayor of  the Town  host-
ing the games. It’s a great opportunity to exercise and start good
health habits,” says Gino Cyr. “It’s an activity for people aged 50
and over. The average participant is aged 62. It’s a great event
where people can meet and greet also,” points out the president of
the event, Jacques Rivière. More than 250 volunteers will give
some of  their time to the event that has a budget of  $200,000 and
expected spinoffs of  $400,000 for the local economy.

MINOR EXEMPTION
FROM URBANISM BY-LAWS

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town Council, at an ordinary
meeting that will be held on March 5, 2018, at 8 pm, will con-
sider the request for minor exemption from the land division
By-Law 1157-11, presented by Mr Charles Rochefort for a
property constituted by lots 4 055 257 and 4 055 258, Cadas-
tre du Québec. 

The nature and consequences of this exemption are the fol-
lowing:

• the nature of the minor exemption is to :

Lot 1 : the reduction of 12.66 m of the minimal width 
required by the article 5.3 of the Land division 
By-Law 1157-11 for a building lot of 45 m, 
(lot where is the house : 643, boulevard de 
York Sud);

Lot 2 : the reduction of 11,79 m of the minimal width 
required by the article 5.3 of the Land division 
By-Law 1157-11 for a building lot of 45m;

Lot 3 : the reduction of 15,19 m of the minimal depth 
required by the article 5.3 of the Land division 
By-Law 1157-11 for a building lot of 60m.

• the minor exemption will have for consequence to permit
the subdivision of three (3) building lots, one lot with a width
of 32.34 m (lot 1), a second one with a width of 33.21 m (lot
2) and a third one with a depth of 44.81 m (lot 3). 

During this meeting, the Town Council will hear the interested
wishing to be heard on that request.

Given at Gaspé, February 14, 2018.

Isabelle Vézina,
The Director of Legal Services and town clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Honorary President of the Journée de l'emploi, Alexandre Rail
of Ciment McInnis 

Photo: Ciment McInnis
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Police report

In the early hours of  February 7, a house situated on Route 132
in Port Daniel-Gascons, sector of  Gascons west, was completely
destroyed by fire. The alarm was sounded  at 3:05 a.m. by a
passerby but the house was already completely engulfed in flames
when the firefighters and police officers arrived. 

"Nothing leads us to believe that foul play could be suspected as
a cause of  the fire. The fire is presently under investigation. There
were no tracks in the snow. Nobody was in the house at the time
of  the fire. The owner was outside the region," says Sgt. Claude
Doiron, spokesperson for the Sûreté du Québec. 

Port Daniel-Gascons fire chief, Daniel Briand, says that the house
was already starting to crumble when his team arrived at the
scene. “The fire was ravaging the whole house. It was the middle
of  the night. People are asleep at that time and it takes someone
passing there to notice a fire. The cause of  the fire remains un-
known. We presume that it is an electrical failure. We have re-
quested the assistance of  the Sûreté du Québec in the
investigation."

Mr. Briand says that the firefighters did their utmost to prevent
the fire from reaching a big propane tank and the heating fuel
tank situated in the back of  the house. "That is why I ordered
the evacuation of  the two houses located on each side of  the
burning house. The siding of  the nearest house was burnt," adds
the fire chief.

The house  was one of  the oldest residences in Gascons. The
owner, Gilbert Parisé, was away in Farnham, Quebec in the East-
ern Townships.  The municipal evaluation  of  the  house was
$78,800 but its heritage value was much greater and the house
contained valuable antiques. The damage to the neighbour’s
house is  approximately  $20,000.   Traffic on Route 132 was lim-
ited to one lane intermittently when the firefighters were fighting
the blaze.

------

On February 10 at approximately 3:15 p.m. on MacKay Road in
Cascapedia-St-Jules, a head-on collision claimed the life of
Huguette Cormier, 78,  from New Richmond. A vehicle driven
by a woman going south veered in the opposite lane and collided
with an oncoming vehicle with four occupants.  The victim was
sitting in the back seat with a child. Despite resuscitation attempts
by the paramedics, she was pronounced dead at Maria hospital.
The child was slightly injured. The daughter of  the victim, and the
driver were seriously injured, and so was the lady driving the ve-
hicle that deviated from its lane.

The woman in the vehicle going south was bound for Maria from
New Richmond. She is a nurse and she was scheduled to start
her shift at the hospital.

"MacKay Road was closed for hours. A technician in road acci-
dent reconstruction examined the scene but the conclusions are
not yet drawn. Foul play is ruled out as a cause of  that accident,
and there was no alcohol involved either. Was the driver of  the
vehicle going south distracted? We don’t know yet," comments
Sgt. Claude Doiron, spokesperson for the Sûreté du Québec.

Since the end of  September to avoid the risk of  collisions in the
detour, the Quebec department of  Transport recommends that
traffic going west to Maria use Gallagher and Patrickton roads
and use MacKay Road when going east to New Richmond.

"Of  course, people still have the right to use MacKay Road. Some
people have stops to make along that stretch, in Gesgapegiag for
example. However, we certainly wish that people who don’t have
to stop along the way follow the instructions given by Transports
Québec,"  explains Sgt. Doiron.

It is the second fatal accident to occur in the detour since May 8. 

Gilles  Gagné

Significant VIA Rail 
contract awarded to Rail GD

NEW RICHMOND: – Public

transporter VIA Rail recently

awarded an important contract

to New Richmond’s Rail GD

for the repairs that must be un-

dertaken on six passenger cars

that were damaged during the

Christmas break. 

The sleeper cars were part

of the Canadian train, which

links Toronto and Vancouver. A

severe cold snap froze the

water pipes of those six cars.

The pipes split open during and

caused damage to some of the

cars’ other components. “The

work will be carried out until

April 2018 and includes repairs

on the split pipes and the re-

placement of the different

components damaged by the

cold,” explains Mylène

Bélanger, spokesperson for

VIA Rail.

The damage occurred while

the Canadian was travelling in

Manitoba. The Canadian links

Toronto to Vancouver twice a

week between October and

April, and three times a week

from April to October.  Rail

GD is working on cars 8305,

also called Bayfield Manor,

8307 (Blair Manor), 8013

(Cabot Manor), 8317 (Corn-

wall Manor), 8330 (Hunter

Manor) and 8332 (Laird

Manor). The president of Rail

GD Gilles Babin cannot com-

ment on the contract because

he signed a confidentiality

clause with VIA Rail. He can

say that his staff went from 15

employees to a number vary-

ing between 30 and 40 for the

duration of this contract. 

The six stainless steel sleep-

ers were built by Budd Cars in

1954 and 1955 for Canadian

Pacific. They were part of a 42

car order. They were acquired

by VIA Rail when the public

transporter was founded in

1977 and rebuilt by AMF in

Montreal between 1990 and

1993. Forty of the original fleet

of those sleeper cars remain in

service to this day.

Photo: G. Gagné

Gilles  Gagné

Seven-year collective agreement 
for Maxi employees

NEW RICHMOND: – The 35

unionized employees of the

Maxi supermarket in New

Richmond, represented by the

United Food and Commercial

Workers Union, recently

signed a new collective agree-

ment effective February 2. It

will be valid for seven years,

until 2025.

An agreement in principle

was reached on October 18.

The agreement came after

three “harmonious negotiation

meetings,” says United Food

and Commercial Workers’ di-

rector for Eastern Quebec’s

unit 501, Daniel Nadeau.

The agreement calls for a

yearly wage increase of 2%, a

Christmas bonus increased to

2% after five years of service

and a fifth week of vacation

after 18 years of service.

“We are convinced that the

signed agreement provides an

excellent extension with re-

gards to advantages acquired

by those workers since they

joined UFCW (United Food

and Commercial Workers).

Moreover, the agreement gives

our members security regard-

ing financial gains for the next

seven years,” comments

Daniel Nadeau.

UFCW negotiator Yves

Dupéré adds that the company

also voluntarily adjusted the

salary of some employees who

were just earning a bit more

than the minimum wage.

“The company didn’t have

to do it but since the minimum

wage increase, the gap be-

tween that minimum wage and

the wage received by those

employees had narrowed. So

Maxi increased their wage a bit

to keep the margin about the

same,” explains Mr. Dupéré.

It is the store’s third collec-

tive agreement since its inau-

guration in 2005. Reaching an

agreement took less than a

month, through three meet-

ings, adds Mr. Dupéré.

“It is a very big store and

there is a shortage of man-

power. The sales are probably

a little less than a store the

same size would bring in in a

larger town,” points out M.

Dupéré.

The Maxi employees in

New Richmond have a pension

plan. They benefit from a den-

tal care program paid by the

company. They also have a

collective insurance in case of

sick leave. That insurance is

paid half-and-half by the em-

ployees and the company.

Maxi spokesperson Jérôme

Héroux says the New Rich-

mond store also employs eight

people in managerial positions.

Those employees are not

unionized.

Maxi is a subsidiary of

Loblaws.  There are 112 Maxi

stores in Quebec. Loblaws’ su-

permarkets outside Quebec

bear another name. Maxi was

founded by Provigo 34 years

ago, before Loblaws acquired

Provigo.  

In Quebec, UFCW is better

known under its French

acronym, TUAC, which stands

for Travailleurs unis de l’ali-

mentation et du commerce.

Unit 501 covers Eastern Que-

bec. UFCW is affiliated to the

Quebec Federation of Labour,

commonly referred to in Que-

bec as the FTQ.
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Editorial page

Gilles Gagné

Commentary

The shock of ideas 
triggered by the 
Olympic Games

Every occurrence of the Olympic Games trig-
gers a feeling of uneasiness for a number of peo-
ple, whether those individuals like sports or not.
Over the years, we have garnered that these
“games” represent a huge political instrument for
most countries holding the sixteen-day events. 

The Olympic motto stating that the games are
held for the “beauty of sport” has long been ac-
companied by political incidents, countless
episodes of discrimination against women, racism,
bribery, doping, nepotism and dishonesty.

It started way back in 1896 with the rejuvena-
tion of modern-era Olympic Games. For the next
decades, only a limited number of women were al-
lowed to participate. At the Stockholm Games in
1912 for example, only 48 women entered the
sports events, compared to 2,360 men.

An Aboriginal athlete from the United States,
Jim Thorpe, won the pentathlon and the decathlon
in Stockholm, only to lose both titles after it was
found that he had made a few dollars while playing
semi-professional baseball prior to the games, thus
violating the amateurism rules that were enforced
at the time. His titles were only recognized 71 years
later, in 1983, thirty years after his death. 

In 1936, Adolf Hitler, then Germany’s undis-
puted political leader, refused to meet with Jesse
Owens, a Black American sprinter, who had won
an unprecedented four gold medals in the same
Olympic Games’ track and field races and jumps.

Closer to us, 29 countries, mostly from Africa,
boycotted the Montreal Olympics in 1976 because
a New Zealand rugby team had played a round of
games in South Africa, thus refusing to respect a
United Nations’ embargo on sport exchange with a
country ruled by an apartheid policy, or discrimina-
tion against the Black majority.

Over the years, other types of dysfunctions have
marred the Olympic Games. Money has played an
increasing role in determining which countries will
hold the event every fourth year. Money has nar-
rowed to a very happy few the number of countries
with the financial capacity to organize the games.

It has been proven that many members of the
Olympic Committee have accepted significant
sums of money to favour a city in particular, at the

expense of a less flashy but probably just as com-
petent, if not more, candidacy.

It has also been proven that the Olympic Com-
mittee and countless sports federations from many
countries have participated in schemes to hide
doping scandals. By so doing, they protected some
of the Olympic Games’ drawing cards, again for
monetary purposes.

For example, in 2003 American sprinter Carl
Lewis admitted failing three drug tests prior to the
Seoul 1988 Olympics, during the United States tri-
als to qualify for those first South Korea Games. He
should therefore have been disqualified before at-
tending Seoul by his own Olympic federation, given
the international rules that organization was sup-
posed to enforce, but that federation wanted gold
medals. People aged 40 or more might remember
that Lewis received the gold medal for the 100-
metre dash, after the disqualification of Canadian
sprinter Ben Johnson for… doping.

So the Olympic Committee stinks, just like most
sports federation. Moreover, the International Anti-
Doping Agency is not endowed with the means to
counter finely tuned research developing drugs that
are increasingly harder to detect.

Why are we watching the Pyeongchang
Olympics then, considering all the cheating, the
hypocrisy, the bribery and the importance money
has taken in sport events?

Because a majority of athletes are still clean,
and the efforts they deploy are remarkable, and be-
cause it takes thousands of hours of hard work to
get to that level, drugs or not.

It is also easier than ever to feel in awe of the
beauty of sporting events because of the wide
array of technological means used to show them to
us. The high concentration of top athletes in a vast
range of events is also quite appealing.

Such a high level of prowess, regardless of
drug-enhanced performances and athletes, can
also be a motivating factor for a society that is
spending way too much time in front of a screen, or
screens. Let’s just hope that the current games will
trigger some movement right away for television
and social media viewers. It will be too easy to fall
back in our old sedentary habits once the games
are over.

Senior’s  chirp: Isn’t it amazing how the
banks are actually sending out letters to convince
us how wonderful it will be when automatic tellers
become the total wave everywhere. Many towns
are being literally abandoned, and we, the clients,
are supposed to think that’s progress. We have to
travel greater distances, and often have no place

to park when we get there. Lineups are long, and
human contact almost non-existent.  I guess
that’s progress. Senior citizens have to dig
deeper into their already government plundered
pockets to find transportation money, and often
are computer illiterate, so need to hire someone
else to do the automatic server bit for them. We
are just too tolerant! In some instances change is
progress. But this current trend, in banks, large
stores etc. has only one purpose, and that is to
make more profit by throwing more employees
out the door. If we let this continue, the next step
will be the abolishment of money itself, and a
credit / debit world where money will no longer
exist. They already know where we spend every
cent, what we do, where we go etc. all thanks to
the spying done on us all by machines.  So
please stop trying to convince  us old birds, and
hopefully young people, that this is a good thing .
IT AIN’T. Senior citizens have lived long enough
to witness the gradual decline of what used to be
called “customer service,” being replaced with the
grab for more profit fiasco now in high gear.  And
the increase in minimum wage rates sounds
dandy, but will result in companies chopping  em-
ployees so fewer people will be working, doing
the work of all those who will have been
sacked…. Gloomy picture I know, but to me that’s
what it looks like. Are seniors supposed to pre-
tend this is an improvement ... I hope not. 

Art MacPherson,
Bonaventure, Quebec

Roses are red, violets are blue, and let's
make this Valentine’s Day ours in each
home along beautiful, wintery Gaspesian
scenery.   First, it begins in the homes, so lets
love our family, children far and near and our
neighbors. We must remember that  Valentine’s
Day can be filled with blessings and there is noth-
ing on this earth more to be prized than that true
friendship with someone who is alone, ill or may
be feeling a little under the weather. Lets keep in
mind that anyone can catch your eye but some-
one, somewhere, some place or right in our own
back yard is special at "Valentine" that  can catch
your heart. Its difficult to find that meaning of life
by ourselves and maybe this "Valentine’s Day"
you can make that Gaspesian happy by being
there with them. 

Ken Ross,
New Carlisle, Quebec

Visit our 
website at 
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Photo: CNESST

DEATH OF A FISHERMAN:

Simdan missing required life-saving equipment

GASPÉ: – Harold Dupuis,
the fisherman’s helper who
was lost at sea on October 15
off Tourelle, near Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts, was not
protected by a guardrail and
was not wearing a safety har-
ness. His captain, in spite of
his efforts, didn’t succeed in
pulling him aboard, due to the
lack of appropriate equip-
ment, reveals the investiga-
tion report of the Commission
des normes, de l’équité, de la
santé et de la sécurité du tra-
vail (CNESST).

Around 6:30 p.m. on Oc-
tober 15, 2017, the Simdan
captain, Irvin Jones, and his
54-year-old helper, Harold
Dupuis, were only half a nau-
tical mile (900 metres) from
the Tourelle wharf in Haute-
Gaspésie. The 15-metre boat,
used for fishing crab, herring,
mackerel and ground fish,
had left the Mont-Louis
wharf three hours before, to
be taken ashore in Tourelle
for the winter.

It was one hour after sun-
set and the wind was blowing
at nearly 50 kilometres per
hour. The waves were 2 to 3
metres high and the water
temperature was 7° Celsius.

As they approached the
harbour, the captain and his
helper had to pull up the sta-
bilizers. Mr. Dupuis was
standing on the boat side
when he grabbed a part of the
stabilizer, a kind of big ring,
to bring it close to its point of
attachment. At this place,
there is no guardrail and the
bulwark is only 66 centime-
tres in height. A wave made
the boat roll and took the sta-
bilizer away. Mr. Dupuis did-
n’t let it go and the ring
pulled him overboard.

The captain was on the
deck. He threw a rope to Mr.
Dupuis, who caught it. Then
he threw a buoy and the
helper managed to slide an
arm in it. The captain grabbed
a ladder, hung it on the bul-
wark and went down to get
near his helper. At that mo-
ment, Mr. Dupuis was look-
ing exhausted and was no
longer responsive.

The captain realized that
he wouldn’t be able to pull
his helper up the two metres
to reach the ladder. He went
to the wheelhouse and made
a mayday call. When he came
back to the deck, Mr. Dupuis
was no longer visible. His
body has not been recovered.

The CNESST investiga-

tors identified two causes that
triggered the accident. The
fisherman was not protected
against a fall overboard when
attaching the stabilizer ring.
Moreover, the employer was
neither organized nor
equipped for one person to
recover someone falling over-
board.

After only three minutes
in the water, a victim can feel
tiredness to the extremities of
his body and experience, a
lack of coordination, the re-

port points out.
The federal regulation

about security on fishing ves-
sels, which went into force in
July 2017, obliges the em-
ployer to  be equipped with a
system to recover a man at
sea without any help. “There
are several systems: it can be
a net or a buoy with a pole,”
says Michel Castonguay, the
CNESST investigator who
co-signed the report.

The same regulation
obliges them to possess a

buoy attached to a floating
rope, which wasn’t the case
of the Simdan buoy. It is up to
the federal administration to
enforce its regulation, Mr.
Castonguay points out, but
the CNESST will “support”
the federal authority in its ac-
tions to make sure that fisher-
men comply with the new
regulation.

In its security guide to
fishermen, the CNESST rec-
ommends that the guardrails
be 90 to 120 centimeters
high. When there’s no such
guardrail,  a fisherman must
wear a safety harness at-
tached to a lifeline.

“Our first objective isn’t
to make them float or to re-
cover them, but to keep them
on the boat,” states Mr. Cas-
tonguay.

The CNESST delivered a
statement of offence to the
boat owner and captain, Irvin
Jones. For that kind of of-
fence, the fine can vary from

$16,645 to $66,183 for a  first
offence.

Since 2010, the CNESST
has conducted four investiga-
tions about a fall overboard
from a fishing boat. In 2010
and 2011, those falls cost the
lives of two lobster fisher-
men, in Saint-Godefroi and in
the Magdalen Islands. In
2014, a fisherman on the
Marie-Simon, a Listuguj
shrimp fishing boat, also dis-
appeared at sea.

In spite of those accidents,
Mr. Castonguay observes that
the security protocol is im-
proving among fishermen.
“For fishermen in general,
I’ve been seeing an improve-
ment over the last ten years.
They care more about safety
but what happened on the
Simdan could happen to other
fishermen (…) Every change
results in resistance. But it’s
slowly improving and cap-
tains are taking their respon-
sibilities seriously.”

The Simdan captain and boat owner received a statement of of-
fence from the CNESST and the amount of the fine will vary
from $16,645 to $66,183.

100 ans

1 9 1 8 - 2 0 1 8
Les Amputés de guerre

No d’enregistrement d’organisme de bienfaisance : 13196 9628 RR0001

Pour commander des plaques porte-clés : 
amputesdeguerre.ca

514 398-0759 • 1 800 250-3030

Les programmes des Amputés de guerre 
évoluent. Ils ont d’abord été au service 
des anciens combattants, puis de l’ensemble 
des personnes amputées, adultes et enfants. 
Il reste encore beaucoup à faire pour que 
les personnes amputées bénéficient 
des membres artificiels dont elles ont besoin 
pour mener une vie active. Pour y parvenir, 
nous avons besoin de vous!
Grâce aux dons versés au Service des plaques 
porte-clés, nos programmes seront là 
encore longtemps.

ALL PARTS ARE
GUARANTEED

75 Route 275
Glencoe, NB  E3N 4Y2

1(866) 753-4108 • (506) 753-4108
Fax: (506) 753-6156
millautoparts@nb.aibn.com

5 miles west of Campbellton

THE LARGEST AUTO RECYCLING 
CENTRE IN NORTHERN N.B.

52 Roseberry St.
Campbellton, N.B.

E3N 2G4

Tel: 506-753-5454
To book a special showing (Irene): 
(506) 753-4108

Please check the website 
www.northshorecinema.ca

for a detailed listing

Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca

New Carlisle High School
2018-2019

Pre-K Registration

Pre-Kindergarten registration for the 2018-2019 school year
will be held at New Carlisle High School from February 22 to
March 2, 2018, regular school hours.  Please bring your
child’s medicare card and an original birth certificate for the
child you are registering.  The birth certificate must have the
parents’ name on it (long form).  Also, an original Bill 101
form from an older brother/sister or mother/father and an
original birth certificate of the parent who is registering the
child. Proof of your address is also required. Ex: Driver’s li-
cense.  If you have any questions, please contact 752-3316.
Thank you!
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Issued in Percé, on February 8, 2018

___________________________ 
Gemma Vibert,
Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given by the present that the municipal Council
of the Ville de Percé has adopted its 2018 budget as well as its three-year
program of capital expenditures during the meeting held on January 29,
2018.

Expenses and reconciliation for tax purposes provided for 2018 are as
follows:

OPERATING EXPENSES

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION $1 045 410
PUBLIC SECURITY $497 090
TRANSPORTATION $1 566 870
ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE $1 015 580
SOCIAL HOUSING $12 400
URBAN PLANNING

AND DEVELOPMENT $1 050 230
RECREATION & CULTURE $144 500
FINANCE CHARGES $202 150

$5 534 230

RECONCILIATION FOR TAX PURPOSES

Repayment of long-term debt $869 200
Transfer of investment activities $135 000
Reserve funds $96 570

$1 100 770

TOTAL  EXPENSES AND
RECONCILIATION FOR TAX PURPOSES $6 635 000

and the revenue is as follows:

TAXES ON THE PROPERTY VALUE $3 345 700
TARIFF FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES $957 980
PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES $463 040
TRANSFERS $1 259 780
OTHER REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOUCES $608 500

TOTAL REVENUES $6 635 000

An explanatory document on the budget is available on the City's
website (ville.perce.qc.ca).

As for the three-year program of capital expenditures for 2018-2019-
2020, the following projects are planned:

Nurses feel more 
permanent positions needed

MARIA: – SIIIEQ, the union
representing the 1,050 nurses,
auxiliary nurses and respira-
tory therapists of the Gaspé
Peninsula, is about to start a
second round of negotiations
with the region’s health au-
thorities, with the goal of con-
vincing the employer to post
more permanent jobs, the
most efficient way to alleviate
the nurses’ burden.

Quebec’s nurses’ exhaus-
tion was recently highlighted
by a facebook message posted
at the end of January by Émi-
lie Ricard, a young nurse. She
criticized the fact that during
night shifts, she doesn’t have
enough time to take care of the
76 patients of her seniors’ res-
idence wing. The situation of
nurses has since become a
major headline subject. They
are often ordered to work 16
hours in a row.

SIIIEQ president Pier-Luc
Bujold points out that the ad-
minstration of the Gaspé
Peninsula Health and Social
Services Centre has some de-
cision power in deploying the
means needed to reduce the
nurses’ burden. Salary deci-
sions are centralized in Que-
bec City and are part of
province-wide negotiations
but a fair proportion of work-
ing decisions are made re-
gionally.

“We are asking for more
stability in the working teams,
a better way to replace absen-
tees and the hiring of more
staff in order to counter the
shortage of manpower,” ex-
plains Mr. Bujold.

In Quebec, a fairly high
number of nurses don’t apply
on permanent positions posted
by health centres because a
permanent status forces them
to accept compulsory over-
time shifts, while part-time
employees can always refuse
a second consecutive shift.
The situation differs in the
Gaspé Peninsula, says Pier-
Luc Bujold.

“We encourage the posting
of full-time jobs here. It will
reduce compulsory overtime
shifts. People will apply for
those positions here,” he af-
firms.

This different approach
about accepting full-time po-
sitions on the Gaspé Peninsula
while some nurses prefer to
remain part-time employees in
a number of other parts of
Quebec can be explained says
Mr. Bujold.

“Up to 64% of the posi-
tions on the Gaspé Peninsula

are full-time. It is about 60%
across Quebec but in some re-
gions, it is as low as 40%. So
our 64% doesn’t look like a lot
but it is a bit better than aver-
age. We can increase it a bit
more but a certain number of
nurses still prefer part-time
jobs because of family obliga-
tions, or because they prefer
that status. I am not sure what
the ideal proportion of perma-
nent positions is but we can
handle more. Our members
will tell us when it is enough,”
explains Mr. Bujold.

He  criticizes the fact that
the region’s Health and Social
Service Centre has not devel-
oped a better way to fill in the
working shifts of nurses on
sick leave or on vacation.

“Replacements are called
by the day. We already know
when some of the employees
will take their vacation time in
the summer. There must be
better ways to plan for those
replacements other than
through a day by day ap-
proach four months down the
road,” assures Mr. Bujold.

Also the Health Centre has
not implemented a standard
way to call employees for
overtime shifts. “In some
places, they call the younger
employees while in other
places, they call the most ex-
perienced ones. Ideally, a stan-
dard way for the whole region
would be better,” states the
union president.

Currently, 8.24% of the re-
gion’s 1,050 nurses, auxiliary
nurses and respiratory thera-
pists are on sick leave. That
represents 86 people. “They
are not all out due to exhaus-
tion but it is the major factor

explaining the situation,” adds
Mr. Bujold.

The patients/nurse ratio re-
ferred to by Émilie Ricard on
facebook is also seen in the
Gaspé Peninsula’s seniors res-
idences, he stresses. “It is even
worse in some places. It is 92
patients per night shift at the
Saint Joseph Residence in
Maria and 96 at Monseigneur
Ross in Gaspé,” he states.

“We have been proposing
ways to improve the health
system for years but our sug-
gestions have fallen on deaf
ears and closed eyes all this
time. A big part of the current
problems in the health sector
are attributable to the Quebec
government’s failure to listen
and see. In hospitals, there is
pressure to take the patients
waiting at the emergency unit
to the rooms, but there is also
pressure to move the patients
already in those rooms out of
the hospital. It is just for sta-
tistical purposes, a way to re-
duce the waiting time at the
emergency. The patients’ cares
are forgotten in that way of
doing things,” says Pier-Luc
Bujold.

Negotiations to 

resume soon

Before February 15, the SII-
IEQ union delegates and Pier-
Luc Bujold are holding 21
meetings with their members
all around the coast  to get
suggestions to improve work-
ing conditions. Twenty-one
represents the number of serv-
ice points in the Gaspé Penin-
sula’s health network, whether

SIIIEQ union president Pier-Luc Bujold assures us that nurses
have many ideas for solutions that could alleviate their burden
and improve the quality of care.
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Reflections 

by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Lessons in love
On February 14, people exchange cards, candy, gifts

and flowers with their special someone.  This day of  cele-
brating romance, Valentine's Day, is named for a Christian
martyr and dates all the way back to the 5th century.  To
observe this loving time of  the year, try to identify these
famous loving couples, both real and fictional.  I will have
to exclude Natalie Wood and Robert Wagner due to the
fact that he has been very recently named as a person of
interest in her death – which happened 37 years ago. If
these celebrities were married more than once, go for the
most famous (or infamous) coupling.

Sonny and
Johnny Cash and 
Romeo and 
Elizabeth Taylor and 
John Lennon and 
Adam and 
Tarzan and 
Humphrey Bogart and 
Adolph Hitler and 
Robin Hood and 
King Edward VIII and
Julius Caesar and 
John Kennedy and
Beyoncé and 
Katharine Hepburn and 
Johnny (Patrick Swayze from Dirty Dancing) and 
Prince William and 
Desi Arnaz and 
Kermit (Muppets) and 
Prince Charles and 

Try to identify the missing name in each duo. 

20/20 - A perfect score! You are a genius about matters of the

heart!

15-19 -  Pretty good! You know your love stuff!

10-14 - Not bad. You definitely know what love is!

5-9 - Ooh!  You know what love is, but might need to re-

mind yourself.

0-4 - Ooh, not great.  Watch The Notebook and you can add

5 points to your score!

Paspebiac loses $326,000 grant

PASPEBIAC: – The Town of

Paspebiac has to write off a

grant of $326,000 that had

been moved from one budget

to the next by the former mu-

nicipal administration. The

money was initially supposed

to come from the Quebec de-

partment of Culture and Com-

munications for the renovation

of the town hall, but it was

never received.

In November, the new

mayor of Paspebiac, Regent

Bastien, started looking into

matters after hearing from citi-

zens that a receivable from the

department of Culture and

Communications was repeat-

edly delayed, probably pushed

back five times, maybe more.

“After the election, I started

verifying the letters sent to the

Town of Paspebiac by that

ministry, stating that the money

would not be provided  be-

cause the municipal adminis-

tration had failed to respect two

conditions, namely that the

renovation work could not start

before the official announce-

ment by the department, and

the use of certain materials in

order to respect the heritage

value of the building. Those

materials had to be used for the

siding, windows and doors.

Both conditions were not re-

spected. Some people knew

about it but I am not sure that

the council knew,” explains

Regent Bastien.

He does not mention who

he means by “some people”. In

mid-January, the director gen-

eral of the Town of Paspebiac,

Paul Langlois was suspended

with pay  because of some de-

cisions that were made. For

now, Mr. Bastien refuses to

make a link between the grant

and the suspension of Paul

Langlois.

Regent Bastien suggests

that those sitting on the former

council may have thought that

a political decision would

eventually change the verdict

of the department of Culture

and Communications and the

grant would eventually be paid

to the Town.

“Political decisions rarely

overturn civil servants’ deci-

sions nowadays. Politicians are

way more careful than before

with discretionary decisions, if

you watch the news,” adds the

mayor of Paspebiac.

From a receivable, the

amount of $326,000 will likely

be transferred to the liability

column, at least accounting-

wise, says Mr. Bastien.

The renovation of the town

hall was part of a $7 million

project that also included the

cultural centre. That cultural

centre is a relatively new build-

ing that also poses a problem

for Paspebiac’s municipal ad-

ministration.

“There is a crack in the

main cement slab of the build-

ing. At the opening of the cen-

tre, they knew about it. The

Town of Paspebiac had re-

tained the final payment that

was supposed to be sent to the

contractor. That final payment

is the guarantee. The contrac-

tor, JC Lepage from Rimouski,

filed for bankruptcy a while

ago but we are protected be-

cause we didn’t make the final

payment,” explains Régent

Bastien.

By “they”, he means at least

some members of the munici-

pal administration and the

council. Again, he doesn’t con-

nect that situation and the Paul

Langlois situation.

The sum retained by the

Town of Paspebiac amounted

to $560,000. During the court

procedure held to deal with the

bankruptcy of JC Lepage, Su-

perior Court Judge Benoit

Moulin ordered the town to

come up with an amount of

about $100,000 in order to pay

a subcontractor of JC Lepage.

In the meantime, the insurer

of the contractor, Unique, and

the Town of Paspebiac are also

engaged in court proceedings.

Unique claims that the Town of

Paspebiac retained too much

The Answers

Sonny and Cher

Johnny Cash and June Carter Cash

Romeo and Juliet

Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton

John Lennon and Yoko Ono

Adam and Eve

Tarzan and Jane

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall

Adolph Hitler and Eva Braun

Robin Hood and Maid Marian

King Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson

Julius Caesar and Cleopatra

John Kennedy and Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis

Beyoncé and Jay-Z

Katharine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy

Johnny (Patrick Swayze from Dirty Dancing) and Baby

Prince William and Kate, Duchess of Cambridge

Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball

Kermit and Miss Piggy

Prince Charles and Diana, Princess of Wales/Camilla, Duchess of

Cornwall

Gilles  Gagné

MICMAC CAMP: 

Co-owner defends his business

GESGAPEGIAG – The co-

owner of Micmac Camp,

Quentin Condo, assures us that

he and family members in-

volved in that outfitting busi-

ness are not making a lot of

money, with all the fees linked

to operating the business.

Mr. Condo is responding to

a January 30 press release is-

sued by Gesgapegiag’s band

administration explaining why

the band is attempting  through

court proceedings to recuperate

the fishing rights that were del-

egated to Micmac Camp close

to 20 years ago.

Micmac Camp  pays

$25,000 per year to the band

for those sports fishing rights.

Quentin Condo co-owns Mic-

mac Camp with his brother

Travis and sister Naomi. It pre-

viously belonged to their fa-

ther, the late Guy Condo.

“We hire between 16 and

18 people every season. We

pay our own insurance, pay for

all of the equipment, source de-

ductions, promotional costs,

repairs and $25,000 rod fees

(rights) to the band for our

lease,” emphasizes Quentin

Condo.

He affirms that the condi-

tions determined by the band

administration regarding the

lease holders of the commu-

nity’s five lobster fishing li-

cences are far more

advantageous than the condi-

tions imposed on Micmac

Camp for the delegation of the

sports fishing rights on the

Grand Cascapedia River.

“The Chief and Council try

to make it sound like we make

a fortune with the fishing camp

but the truth is; we barely make

a fraction of what the lobster

fishermen make per season.

After all of our expenses and

obligations, we walk away

with a fraction of what the lob-

ster fishermen make. Our oper-

ating season is from June 1 to

September 30 and our employ-

ees start in mid-May and end in

mid-October. We pay for all of

that,” points out Mr. Condo.

Gesgapegiag Chief Rod

Larocque is one of the lobster

fishing lease holders, he adds.

“The lobster fishermen are pro-

vided with a lobster license,

fishing boat, traps, insurance,

an employee, repairs for bro-

ken equipment and on top of

that the band sends a truck to

pick up their catch at the dock

so that the fisherman doesn’t

have to even look for a market

for his catch,” he adds.

“If this (the conflict be-

tween the band and the owners

of Micmac Camp) truly was

about generating revenues for

the community, don’t you think

that the elected leadership

would lead by example and

forfeit their lobster fishing li-

censes back to the commu-

nity?”, he asks.

The court case will continue

in March in Quebec City.
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101st birthday celebration
Sharon Howell
Mary Miller turned 101 on January 23.  Her niece Lorna Miller had organized an afternoon tea party for
the 23rd but somehow the weather got in the way so, it had to be postponed.  It was rescheduled for Sun-
day, January 28 and there was a house full.  Mary’s guests included her nieces Lorna Miller, Debbie O’Brien
Boulay, and Pauline Mullin Hackett; her great niece Sylvia Hackett; her great-great-niece Falan Jean; her
friends:  Martha Patterson; Martha’s sister Ann Patterson; the Rev. Cynthia Patterson; Heather Patterson;
Ivy Miller; Paula Shannon; Carol Suddard; and me.  Oh, there were pictures taken before, during, and
after the opening of  presents.  There was lots of  conversation, a selection of  beverages followed by sand-
wiches and sweets a plenty, a beautifully decorated and delicious cake that was a gift from Mary’s niece Mar-
ilyn and her husband Don who live in Fonthill, Ont.  The finishing touch was a delicious cup of  tea in
fancy china teacups.  The birthday girl thanked everyone for coming to spend the afternoon with her and
we all said we look forward to getting together again next year.  Her many friends and relatives remem-
bered her with gifts and cards before, on the day of  her birthday, and days afterwards.  How very nice and
exciting for her to go to the mailbox and have real mail!  Mary also received a bouquet of  flowers from
the Town of  Gaspé and hand delivered to her by Councillor Ghislain Smith.  She very much appreciated
the surprise visit and gift and he was honoured to do it.  Mary has set the bar kind of  high for most every-
one else.  The common phrase from those who know her is “she’s pretty remarkable.” Mary loves to play
cards and she knows what has been played.  When she bids in 500 you can rest assured she isn’t just giv-
ing you a hint – no, she’s got it!  She plays a pretty mean game of  cribbage, too.  Every now and again she
comes out with a few words that might shock you a bit.  All in all, she is a unique, wonderful, knowl-
edgeable woman who knows her own mind and knows what she likes and what she doesn’t like.  She just
might inform you on that if  you haven’t been paying attention.  Mary usually has a knitting project on the
go.  It is either a pair of  socks, mittens, gloves, a tuque or other woollen item that she sends out each year
before Christmas in the Shoeboxes for Seafarers program.  Last year she also completed a quilt that was
all hand stitched.  That quilt was included in the decorations at a wedding reception in Cambridge, Ont.
Mary’s good friends Rowena and Howard Gallichan gave it to their granddaughter for a wedding gift.
Well, Mary has had to start on a new one.  All of  Mary’s family and friends are all so very happy for her
that she has been able to celebrate these remarkable occasions.  Let’s seize the opportunity and raise a glass
to salute this remarkable woman – to Mary!. Mary Miller

Cont'd from page 6
NURSES:

they are hospitals, CLSCs,

seniors’ residences or rehabil-

itation centres. The next re-

gional negotiation round will

start on February 22.

SIIIEQ is the French

acronym for Syndicat des in-

firmières, des infirmiers et des

inhalothérapeutes de l’Est-du-

Québec. Its 1,050 members in

the Gaspé Peninsula are man-

aged by five collective agree-

ments, one for the

Avignon-Bonaventnre MRCs,

as well as one each in the

Percé Rock, Côte-de-Gaspé

and Haute-Gaspésie MRCs.

Avignon and Bonaventure are

mainly served by one hospital,

in Maria. The fifth collective

agreement is related to the

whole region’s rehabilitation

centres. 

Cont'd from page 7
PASPEBIAC:

money during the construction

of the cultural centre. Régent

Bastien does not agree.

“We have no idea about the

cost of repairing the slab of the

cultural centre. It (the crack)

gets larger all the time. At least

four parties are involved in the

court case, Unique, Béton

Provincial, the designer of the

slab and the Town of Paspe-

biac,” explains Régent Bastien.

Part of the hearings in this

case took place in 2017. The

next court date is not yet

scheduled.

“I am confident that the

main slab of the building will

be repaired. It is normal that

we keep as much as possible

before the repairs are done

since the cost is unknown for

now,” adds Mr. Bastien.

He served as mayor during

the term spanning between

2001 and 2005. At the time, his

administration was planning a

smaller project for a  town hall

and multi-purpose community

hall.

“The Gaspé office of BPR

had proposed three scenarios,

including one of $3 million.

However, I lost the 2005 elec-

tion,” he specifies.  



Page 10, February 14, 2018 - Spec
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Who am I? DNA testing
Diane Skinner

Who are you?  What family

are you from?  Who are you

related to?  When you visit the

Gaspé, people customarily ask

you how you are connected to

the community.  If you have a

common surname people look

askance and ask, “Which

exact family though?”   Fam-

ily and ancestry is extremely

important to Gaspesians.   

One of the hottest Christ-

mas gifts this year was the do-

it-yourself at home DNA

testing kits. Priced from $89

to $129, you order your test-

ing kit online and it arrives in

a week or so.  The Ances-

tryDNA kit (there are other

companies, such as 23andMe

or MyHeritageDNA) arrives

including an instruction book-

let, a saliva collection tube

and a pre-paid return mailer.

Just place a bit of saliva in the

tube and mail it away. You

must not eat, drink, smoke or

chew gum 30 minutes before

giving your saliva sample. It

is processed in a lab and you

receive, about 4 – 6 weeks

later, your DNA results by

email. You need access to a

computer because you acti-

vate your kit online.  I just

completed a DNA testing kit

and can affirm that it is a

quick and easy process.

When you receive your re-

sults, it will include informa-

tion about your ethnicity,

across 150 different regions.

My daughter’s results were

not surprising, but helped to

know more fully her genetic

background.  Her results

showed that her heritage is

80% Irish, Scottish or Welsh,

16% Scandinavian, 1.5% East

European and 1.5% Nigerian.

We are assuming that the

Scandinavian could be Viking

ancestors who raided Scotland

in the 9th century.  Not many

people are blonder or blue-

eyed than my daughter, so

Nigerian was unexpected.

Research explains that the ge-

netic results can reach back

hundreds, even thousands of

years.  One thing that DNA

testing does is encourage you

to check out maps more care-

fully and to read up on history.

It’s a fascinating journey and

it’s the journey of your ances-

tors. 

DNA testing is changing

the way people discover their

family history.  AncestryDNA

is linked to the website An-

cestry.ca which is reputed to

be the world’s largest online

family history resource.  It can

provide to you, if you wish,

family connections.  In some

cases, it can provide informa-

tion about unknown relatives.

They will be in the database if

they have joined Ancestry.ca

and have taken the Ances-

tryDNA test. The next step

would be digging deeper into

your family roots.  You just

might find a long lost, but

never known about, cousin, or

even somebody who has a

closer genetic link to you.

Mona Parent, Miguasha,

purchased a DNA kit for her

daughter at Christmas 2016

and consequently Mona and

some other relatives did the

testing over the past year.  She

found out that DNA testing

“really does work.  The results

determined exact relations be-

tween my daughter and my-

self and some close relatives.”

Mona was satisfied with the

test results but was hoping to

find that she had more exotic

genes, rather than the pre-

dictable ones, which were

mostly from the British Isles.

She was surprised to find she

had a very close relative in

Montreal who was adopted in

1950 and is trying to find fur-

ther information about who

his parents are.  

Ethel Flowers Ward’s

daughter wanted her to do the

testing to see where their an-

cestors came from. It turns out

that her background is 52%

Great Britain, 20% Ireland,

Scotland and Wales, 14% Eu-

rope South, and the balance

from different parts of Europe.

Ethel, from New Carlisle, was

satisfied with the testing re-

sults as she had no informa-

tion about her genetic

ancestry. She has a number of

2nd, 3rd and 4th cousins that

she did not know about until

she did the DNA testing.

Ethel adds, “Ancestry sends

you a list of people that you

are related to but they only

know this through the people

that also did the test. I have

since joined Ancestry and I

am creating a family tree.  I

thought I had Native blood

but I do not according to An-

cestry. I enjoyed doing this

and you learn new things

everyday. Ancestry keeps you

up to date when you join.”

Sounds exciting and all,

but there are critics of DNA

testing for these purposes.  Is

it secure?  Is it private?  The

Ancestry company states that

they store your DNA results

and your DNA sample with-

out your name or other identi-

fying information. You are

identified by a 12-digit num-

ber.  They assure customers

that they own their personal

data, not the company.  If you

feel nervous about this, you

can ask to have your test re-

sults deleted and/or your

saliva sample destroyed after

you receive your results.  An-

cestry claims not to share your

data with others, unless you

specifically consent to that.

To test your DNA is a per-

sonal decision one must make

after considering all the infor-

mation.  If you are comfort-

able with the process, then

proceed!

So, is DNA testing for

you?  Sometimes there can be

unwelcome test results.  It re-

cently revealed to a young

man that he was not the eth-

nicity he had been told by his

family. He is dark and had

been told that he was French

Canadian and Polish.  Nope.

His highest ethnic result was

Syrian.  Was he upset?  More

curious than anything.  

If you want to see if you

have a close family member

who has taken the DNA test

you need to give permission

for that.  People have discov-

ered long lost relatives, family

secrets and skeletons in the

closet.  Many are overjoyed to

find relatives they had not

known about.  On the plus

side it fills in the picture about

who you are. 

“Our history begins before

we are born.  We represent

hereditary influences and our

ancestors virtually live in us.”

Photo: D. Skinner

The AncestryDNA kit that Diane received by the mail.

DNA: 
Your body’s blueprints
DNA is necessary for life. 

All living things have DNA, including plants and animals.

DNA is like a formula or recipe which ‘tells’ our bodies how to function.

Information is carried on each section of your DNA.  These sections are called genes.

Half of your genes come from your mother and half from your father. 

Family resemblance?  This can stretch over many, many generations.  

You might look at old family photos and find that you resemble an aunt or uncle who died 100 years ago.

People may look similar based on where their ancestors came from. DNA testing can tell you about your ancestry.

In humans, DNA determines such things as how your lungs work and the colour of your eyes or whether you have dimples.

DNA can be found in hair, skin or bodily fluids. 

DNA is used to catch criminals or identify someone who has died long ago. After 9-11, DNA was used to identify the deceased.

DNA is short for deoxyribonucleic acid.

About 99% of every person’s DNA is exactly the same.

If you could unravel the DNA molecules from a human body and put them end to end it would reach the Sun and back many times. 

Looking under a microscope, DNA has a shape called a ‘double helix.’ It resembles two strands that are twisted together, like a twisted ladder.

DNA was discovered in 1869 by Friedrich Meischer, a Swiss biologist.



Page 11, February 14, 2018 - Spec

DNA testing helps man find his Gaspesian roots
Mario Duguay

(Note: Mario Duguay con-
tacted Spec when he read on
Spec’s Facebook page that we
were working on an article
about DNA testing and how it
might impact on Gaspesians’
search for their ancestry. His
story was too long to integrate
into the article, so here is his
story, so far, in his own
words.) 

I responded to The Gaspé

Spec facebook request for

Gaspesians who had an inter-

esting experience with Ances-

tryDNA since I thought my

story would be perfect for

their article.  They had asked

that I tell my full story so here

it is.

Just two weeks ago I re-

ceived my adoption papers

with all non-identifying infor-

mation.   It was at that mo-

ment I decided to create a

facebook page with all of the

information I now had and

used my baby photo from my

passport.  I created the page

on January 25.   The response

has been overwhelming.  

Mario’s initial 

facebook posting

A little about me.  I was

born Mario Duguay on June 3,

1969 at Hotel-Dieu of Gaspé.

My mom was 22 at the time,

French Canadian and a house-

keeper.  She had black hair,

brown eyes, 5’4” and weighed

125 lbs.  She had two previous

pregnancies before me.  She

completed primary school at

14.  Her dad was 61 years old

and a fisherman.   Her mom

was 59 years old and a house-

wife.  Records show my mom

had two brothers and a sister

and she was the third child.  

My dad was 33 years old,

also French Canadian.  He

was a lumberman. He had

light brown hair and blue

eyes.  The records I have state

that they were in a relationship

for four years when they had

me and that she wanted to

marry him.

I was eligible for adoption

January 1, 1970 even though

my parents never signed con-

sent since after six months of

care, maintenance or educa-

tion of the child had not actu-

ally been assumed by the

mother or father, I was placed

in the social services nurseey

from June 26, 1969 until April

8, 1970.

I was then placed with a

foster family in Fontenelle

April 8, 1970 until July 30,

1970.  At this point they had

moved and I was placed with

another family.

I was placed with a foster

family in Cortereal from July

30, 1970 until Jan. 12, 1971.

They tried to adopt me but did

not succeed. I was placed with

my actual adoptive family Jan.

12, 1971. I was legally

adopted March, 7, 1972 by my

family in the U.S.

It looks like according to

the stamp on my passport I

came to the U.S. July 25,

1972.

The name Mario Duguay is

what appears on my birth cer-

tificate and my Canadian pass-

port.  That is also the name on

all the adoption papers.  I’m

not sure if the last name is that

of my mom or dad or given to

me by the hospital or orphan-

age.

The documents my parents

gave me say Social Services

of Gaspé. The signature on the

paperwork was Ginette Roy. 

I also received a certificate

of health and the pediatrician

was Marc Andre Pouliot.  I

also have a document that says

the agency was represented by

Mrs. Annaline Oullette. The

general director of Gaspé So-

cial Services at the time ap-

pears to be Reynald Fournier.

I was baptized in St. Albert’s

Parish, Cathedral of Christ

The King on July 3, 1969 and

this was signed by Michel Le

Moignan.

The photo above is the

youngest photo I have of my-

self.  I would have been

around 3 years old then.  It

was the photo on my Cana-

dian passport.  I will post other

photos of myself throughout

the years.

I created my facebook

page with the hope of locating

my biological family, either

parents, siblings, aunts or un-

cles, or cousins.  I’ve been

looking for pieces of my puz-

zle for years but recently re-

ceived all of this information

which I hope helps to continue

my search.

I have done AncestryDNA,

My Heritage and 23andme.  I

am in touch with a second

cousin and a third cousin that

I found through a DNA match

but unfortunately, they were

adopted as well.

If anyone knows anything

at all, please reach out to me

either on facebook or the

email I created Mario.Duguay.

Gaspe@gmail.com

Matches

The biggest help so far has

come from someone they call

a “search angel” on facebook.

She took an interest in my

story and by using the dates

that I have on my adoption pa-

pers for my birth parents ages

at the time of my birth and my

mom’s parent’s ages she

started using Ancestry.com to

work backwards on a family

tree.  That, combined with

DNA matches, the pieces are

starting to fit together.

And that is where I am

right now.  All this has hap-

pened in the past couple of

weeks.Photo: Courtesy of M. Duguay

Mario as a baby with a government of Canada stamp on his
photo.

Mario as a toddler.

Job Opportunity
BARMAN / BARMAID

Responsibilities:
• Provide bar and floor service;
• Prepare drinks and know the cocktail recipes;
• Provide maintenance, cleaning and storage of the bar;
• Keep an inventory of the bar;
• Supply the bar and the reserve;
• Manager of the cash register and transactions;
• Any other related tasks.

Requirements:
• Excellent ability to work in a team and under pressure;
• Experiences in the field;
• Speak French;
• Speak English (an asset);
• Very good customer service;
• Professional and neat appearance;
• Day, evening and weekend availability.

Salary conditions:
• Minimum wage plus gratuities;
• Part time (schedule on request).

You have until March 2, 2018  at 4:00 pm to send your
curriculum vitae to Ms. Elisha Simon, General Director, by email
direction@gespeg.ca or in person at the Micmac Nation of
Gespeg located at 34, montée de Corte Real.
 

MINOR EXEMPTION
FROM URBANISM BY-LAWS

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town Council, at an ordinary
meeting that will be held on March 5, 2018, at 8 pm, will con-
sider the request for minor exemption from the zoning By-Law
1156-11, presented by Projet Gaspé Inc. for a property situ-
ated at 7, rue Jalobert.

The nature and consequences of this exemption are the fol-
lowing:

• the nature of the minor exemption is to reduce of 2.3 m
the minimal width of 6.5 m required by the article 21.2 of
the zoning By-Law 1156-11.

• the minor exemption will have for consequence to autho-
rized an driveway with a width of 4.2 meters. 

During this meeting, the Town Council will hear the interested
wishing to be heard on that request.

Given at Gaspé, February 14, 2018.

Isabelle Vézina,
Director of legal services and town clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE



Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

LES SERVICES INVESTORS LIMITÉE*

Gérald Bourdages
Financial Planner
and Representative for 
Mutual Funds

A member company of Power Corporation

Tel: 418-368-5481

Fax: 418-368-1782

E-Mail: Gerald.Bourdages@Investorsgroup.com

Q MONUMENTS P. FOURNIER 
GUARANTEED QUALITY
Tel: 418-892-5312
Cell: 418-355-4799
pfmonuments@gmail.com
641 Forillon Blvd, Gaspé, Que.

WE ALSO REPLACE 
FOUNDATIONS, AND 
PROVIDE CLEANING 
AND REPAINTING.

A Division of MGI

Since 1846

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gilles Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary
Gaël Tremblay, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - FREE DELIVERY

500-102, AVENUE DAIGNEAULT, CHANDLER, QUE.

98 ROUTE 132 WEST, PERCÉ, QUE.foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982
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LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 418­752­5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 418­689­5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 418­759­5553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

IN BUSINESS FOR 31 YEARSProud to serve you!

Distributors of petroleum products:  diesel, furnace oil, stove oil, gas and motor oil

HEAD OFFICE:
Bonaventure
125 Route 132, Box 580
Bonaventure, QC G0C 1E0
Tel.: (418) 534-2777
Fax: (418) 534-4210
E-mail: petrolb@globetrotter.net

Chandler
125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC G0C 1K0
Tel: (418) 689-2595

Gaspé
216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé QC G4X 2B3
Tel.: (418) 368-8777

Staff:  Michel Bélanger, Anthony Bélanger, Chantal Corbet

www.belangerfils.com
mfbelangeretfils@globetrotter.net

Tel.: (418) 752-3834 • Fax: (418) 752-2264

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West, Paspebiac (Quebec)

Maison funéraire
Funeral home

Michel Bélanger, Owner

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West, 
Paspebiac (Quebec) G0C 2K0 

Tel.: (418) 752­3834
www.jardindorchidees.com

• Green plants
• Luminary trees
• Picture frames
• Floral arrangements 

for all occasions

Owner: Michel Bélanger
Staff: Chantal Corbet, Roselyne 
Garrett & Sonia St­Pierre

Delivery:
Between Caplan 

and Chandler

Flower Shop

BILINGUAL SERVICE
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HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations of
Monument Craftsmen

Classic 
Memorials

Obituary

nnouncements...A
In Memory

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REPS:

Albert Burton - New Richmond 418-392-4598

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle 418-752-6041

Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules 418-759-3270

DELANEY: Leonard Henry (Len)
Leonard Delaney, aged 88 years, passed away

peacefully at the Kingston General Hospital on Satur-
day, February 3, 2018. Beloved husband, for 51 years, of
Ann. Loving father of James (Jen) of Prescott, Kathryn
(Dave) of Auckland, New Zealand, and Patrick (An-
drea) of Thornbury. Special Poppa of Spencer, Sam,
Ben, Zoe, Ayla and Luca. Survived by his sisters Bessie
Brabant and Freda Lederhose of Montreal. Prede-
ceased by his parents Ernest and Mary Delaney, and
brothers Hudson, Robert, Morris, Earl, Jack and Walter,
also by sisters Opal and Mary. He is survived by nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

Friends paid their respects at the Barclay Funeral
Home 137 Pearl Street East, Brockville on Friday from
7-9 p.m. The Celebration of Len’s Life was held at St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 Pine Street Brockville on
Saturday February 10, 2018 at 2 p.m. 

Interment will take place at Roselawn Memorial
Gardens at a later date. In memory of Len, donations to
St. Paul’s Anglican Church would be gratefully ac-
knowledged by the family. The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch #96 will hold a Memorial Service Friday
evening at 6:30 in the Funeral Home. Messages of Con-
dolence may be sent online at www.barclayfuneral-
home.com

BRENNAN: Carmelle (Brideau)
In fond and loving memory of my wife who passed

away February 14, 2007.
I have lost my soul’s companion,
A life linked with my own;
And day by day I miss her more,
As I walk through life alone.

Always loved and remembered by husband Frank
and family.

GUIGNION: Percy
In loving memory of a dear father and grandfather

who passed away February 13, 1995. 
Those we love don't go away, 
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near, 
So loved, so missed, so very dear. 

Forever in our hearts and always remembered,
Janis, Judy and Graham and grandchildren. 

LEGGO: Cletus
In loving memory of a dear husband, father and

grandfather, Cletus Leggo, who passed away on Feb-
ruary 14, 2004.
In a peaceful country setting
Where the gentle breezes blow,
Lies the one we love so dearly,
Whom we lost four years ago.

Sadly missed by wife Lee, daughters Janet and
Brenda.

To Jesus through Mary
Prayer to the Blessed Virgin

(never known to fail)
O most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful

vine, splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God. Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
O Star of the Sea, help me and show me that you are
my Mother, O Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of
heaven and earth, I humbly beseech you, from the bot-
tom of my heart, to succour me in my necessity (make
request).  There are none who can withstand your
power. O Mary conceived without sin, Pray for us who
have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
prayer in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days and publish, and it will be granted to
you.

D.M.

OUR RATES:

CARD OF THANKS,
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT, PRAYER,

ENGAGEMENT, BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY,
MEMORIAL SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:

$30  ($35 with picture)  up to 20 lines.

IN MEMORIAM:
$30 ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines

$40 ($45 with picture) More than 20 lines

OBITUARY OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT: 
$40.00 ($45.00 with picture) (Max. 300 words)

Please send your announcement to:
joan.spec@globetrotter.net

Announcements for this page should be submitted typed or

printed and paid in advance. To have your photo returned,

please send a stamped self-addressed envelope.

PHOTO QUALITY
Please keep in mind when submitting
photos of a loved one please do not
send in photocopies, copies printed 
off a home colour printer or 
the cards given out at the  funeral
home.  The quality of your photo will
not reproduce well in the newspaper. 

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, loved

and preserved throughout the world now and for-
ever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, helper
of the hopeless, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of mir-
acles, pray for us.

Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days,
on the eighth day your prayer will be answered. 

B. M.

CANADA 
(taxes are included )

1 year $46  /   6 mths $25
Outside Canada $165 

The Gaspé Spec,  208-B Gérard D. Levesque Blvd
New Carlis le,  Quebec   G0C 1ZO

Name:

Subscribe to The Gaspé Spec today!Own a piece 
of the Coast!
Own a piece 
of the Coast!

email (for digital subscription:



Mother’s Day Tea.

PORT DANIEL:
Valentine Tea

The W.I. will be holding a Valentine
Tea on February 17 from 12 noon
to 3 p.m. at the Three Star Golden
Age Club at 177 Route 132, Port
Daniel.  Adults $7, children under 6
free. 50/50 door prize.

SHIGAWAKE:
Upcoming Activities

The following events will be held by
the Shigawake Community Center.
Friday, February 16: Valentine's
dance for all high school students.
Light snack served. Free, 7 p.m. till
9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, February 17: Valen-
tine's Day dance, $12 per person
with DJ Mark Dea starting at 8 p.m.
Please note Valentine Supper previ-
ously announced has been changed
to this dance.
Sunday, March 4: Skidoo
rally/lumberjack supper.  Register at
12 p.m. Rally starts at 1 p.m. Fol-
lowed by supper. Door prizes. Every-
one is welcome for the supper. Rally
and supper $20, supper only $12.
Friday, March 30: Easter activities
for children. 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. free.
Monday April 2: Easter Gift Bingo,
7 p.m. Cantine services available.
$10 or 3 for $20.

HOPE TOWN:
Winter Carnival

Friday, February 16: 4:30 – 6
p.m. casserole supper, 12 and up
$10, 7 – 11 $5, 6 and under free;
7:30 p.m. Gift bingo $10 series or
3/$20.
Saturday February 17: 1:30 p.m.
Games on ice; 8 p.m. Military whist
$5.
Sunday February 18: 1:30 p.m.
Hockey Old Timers vs Young Timers.

HOPE TOWN:
Upcoming Activities

The following activities will be held
at the Hope Town Community Cen-
ter,
Saturday, March 3: A crib tourna-
ment will be held  at 1 p.m. $10 per
person. Please register your team  by
March 1. Call Audrey or Linda 418-
752-2015.
Saturday, March 10: Military Whist
beginning at 8 p.m. Come and join
us for a night of fun.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bible Chapel Services

Sunday: Breaking of Bread for Be-
lievers - 9:30 a.m.;  Sunday night
service - 7 p.m.;  Wednesday: Bible
study and prayer - 7 p.m.  “You Must
Be Born Again.”

NEW CARLISLE:
80th Birthday Celebration

With pleasure we invite you to join
us in celebrating the 80th birthday of
Loretta Noel, on February 17 from
3 to 5 p.m. at the Municipal Town
Hall. We look forward to sharing this
special event together.

NEW CARLISLE:
We have moved!

To all members of the Linda LeMore-
Brown Foundation. We are pleased
to announce that as of January 8,
2018 we have moved to a new build-
ing.  We will be happy to serve you
at our new and improved building lo-
cated at 168, Gérard D Levésque,
New Carlisle (Old Laurentian Bank).

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Potluck Supper

A Potluck Supper will be held at the
50+ Club, 319, Route 299, Cas-
capédia-St-Jules on Saturday,
February 24, (if snow day, it will
be held on Sunday, February 25)
from 4:30 until 6:30. The price is
$12 for adults and $10 for children
under 12. Come and bring your ap-
petite! If you cannot stay to eat,
come, choose what you like and
bring it home. Takeout is available

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every Tuesday at
7 p.m. at the Mawiomi Treatment
Centre, located at 85 School Street
in Gesgapegiag.  Everyone welcome!
For more information call 418-759-
3522. N.A. is a non-profit fellowship
of men and women for whom drugs
have become a major problem. We
are recovering addicts who meet
regularly to help each other stay
clean. This is a program of complete
abstinence from all drugs. There is
only one requirement for member-
ship, the desire to stop using.

Rotary Calendar Winners
The lucky Rotary calendar winners
for the week of January 1 are: Sylvie
Ste-Croix, Charles Guité, Conrad
McWhirter, Manon Leblanc, Thérèse
Landry and Diane Smith.

GET UP TO $50,000 from the Gov-
ernment of Canada. Do you or
someone you know have any of
these conditions? ADHD, Anxiety,
Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, COPD, De-
pression, Diabetes, Difficulty Walk-
ing, Fibromyalgia, Irritable Bowels,
Overweight, Trouble Dressing...and
Hundreds more. ALL Ages & Medical
Conditions Qualify. CALL QUEBEC
BENEFITS 1-(800)-211-3550.
QCNA (Quebec Community Newspa-
pers Association) can place your
classified ad into 20 weekly papers
throughout Quebec - papers just like
the one you are reading right now!
One phone call does it all! Call us at
QCNA 514-697-6330. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

DEADLINE FOR THIS PAGE: THURSDAY

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week
Please send your ad to: joan.spec@globetrotter.net

POINTE NAVARRE:
Thanksgiving Mass

A thanksgiving mass every third
Tuesday of the month: During the
year 2018, we will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the death of Father
Watier.  On February 20 at 7 p.m.
at the Shrine of Pointe-Navarre. We
will give thanks to the Lord by re-
calling a feature of the life of Father
Watier and his mission among us.

GASPE:
Annual General Meeting

The public is asked to please note
that the Annual General Meeting of
the Gaspé Cancer Foundation will be
held on Sunday, March 4 at 1 p.m.
at  the Royal Canadian Legion. All
citizens of the MRC Côte de Gaspé
are invited to attend. Complimentary
coffee, tea and cheese to follow.

GASPE:
Membership Campaign

The citizens of the MRC of Côte de
Gaspé are asked to please note that
the Annual Gaspé Cancer Foundation
Membership Campaign will officially
begin in March.  The blue registra-
tion form can be found in your March
5 Publi-sac.  Membership fees are
$12 per year.  New members have a
30-day waiting period before being
eligible to receive their travel assis-
tance. If you are a member in good
standing, are afflicted with cancer
and must travel outside the region
for treatment, you are eligible for the
following travel assistance:  Chandler
$40, Maria $70, Rimouski $120, Riv-
ière-du-Loup $150, Québec $160,
Montreal and Sherbrooke $220.The
Gaspe Cancer Foundation has re-
turned $286,468 in travel assistance
to its members who needed to travel
outside our region for treatment

since its inception in 2003.

YORK:
Annual General Meeting

The York River Community Center
will hold its AGM on Sunday Feb-
ruary 25, at 1:30.  Everyone is wel-
come, two representatives from the
public will be voted in as members
of the committee.

YORK:
Supper and Dance

Friday, March 16: The York River
Seniors Club will hold a St. Patrick's
Supper and dance (main meal Irish
stew, dessert gingerbread and green
whipped cream) in the York Commu-
nity Center. Cocktails at  5 p.m. with
music and dance to follow.  Let's all
get out and enjoy an Irish evening
of entertainment with live music
from our seniors band, along with an
Irish Coffee and a green beer. Bar
services available. The cost is $15 for
members and $20 for non-members.
Tickets must be purchased in ad-
vance. Please contact Alfred Cassidy
or Tony Patterson.

DOUGLASTOWN:
Upcoming Activities

The following activities will be held
at the Douglastown Community Cen-
tre.
Friday, February 16: Happy Hour
Special: collective cooking at 5 p.m.
Please join us to learn about the up-
coming plans for collective cooking
activities at the community center.
Bring your refreshments and a dish
to share.
Sunday February 18: Community
breakfast with a traditional menu
from 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. $8 for
adults (12 & over), $4 for children
(5-11 years) would be appreciated
(ages 4 and under, free) 
Tuesday, February 20: The next
Travel Talks will be held at 7:30 p.m.
in the conference room of the Com-
munity Centre. Louis Morin: From
Rome to Canterbury: 1900 km on
foot; February 27: Newfoundland
Scenery.
Saturday February 24: Garden
seed exchange from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Bring your plant seeds of any kind to
exchange with gardening enthusi-
asts in your community. 

BARACHOIS:
Upcoming Activities

Saturday, February 17: A pot luck
supper  will be held at Barachois Le-
gion at  5 p.m.,  $10 per person.

BARACHOIS:
Legion Branch 261
Upcoming Events

Every Monday: The Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Branch 261, will be hav-
ing a bingo at 7 p.m. at the Legion.
Thursday Nights: Darts will be
held beginning at 7 p.m. New play-
ers welcome. No experience neces-
sary.

BARACHOIS:
Bingo

Friday night money Bingo continues
at 7 p.m. at the Barachois Recreation
Centre on February 16.  Everyone
is welcome!

PORT DANIEL:
Upcoming Events

The following events will be held at
the Golden Age Hall in Port Daniel.
March 17:  St. Patricks Supper;
April 6: Gift Bingo and May 12:

For any other information, please
call 418-752-5995! Thank you for
your understanding!

NEW CARLISLE:
Calling all Girl Guides...

Were you ever a Spark, Brownie,
Guide, Pathfinder, Guider or even a
Commissioner?  You may be
interested in participating in a
reunion  which is just in the planning
stages, to take place in the summer
of 2018.  Thanks to all those who
have been in contact with us
concerning the Guiding activity.
There will be quite a bit of
preparation for this activity, so if you
are interested, please give your
name prior to the date.  We are
looking at a day from 2 p.m. until
after campfire (8 pm.) If you would
like to help with this or if you are
interested in coming, please contact
Betty Anne at bettyasmollett
@gmail. com or call 418- 752-6181. 

NEW CARLISLE:
Monthly Breakfast

The New Carlisle 50+ Club will be
holding its monthly breakfast at the
Heritage Restaurant on Wednes-
day, March 14, at 9 a.m.

NEW CARLISLE: 
Upcoming Activities

The following activities will be held
by Heritage New Carlisle at the New
Carlisle Town Hall. 
Saturday, March 17: A telethon
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Friday, April 13: Spring Soup and
Sweets from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Please note There will be no card
games until further notice.
May 11: Soup and sweets from
11:3 a.m. to 1 p.m.

NEW RICHMOND:
Friperie Entraide de L’É.P.É.

Opening hours every Saturday from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We sell good qual-
ity clothing for $1 or $2 etc… We
also offer you hundreds of free
pieces of clothing and objects of all
kinds every week. Come eat a
homemade meal  with us, free do-
nation is appreciated. 248 Perron
Blvd. West, New Richmond. Tel.
(418) 392-5161.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Legion Meeting

The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch
172 meets monthly on a regular
basis every third Saturday at the Le-
gion, located at 55 Gallagher St. 

CASCAPEDIA-ST. JULES
Dame de Pique Tournament

The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch
172, will be having a Dame de Pique
Tournament on February 24 at 1
p.m. Cost will be $5 per person.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club Activities

Every Thursday: Dame de Pique at
1 p.m. $5 per person.
Every Tuesday Night: Grocery
Bingo at 7 p.m. (2 cards for $5, each
additional card $1).

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

Please note that the book room is
now open Wednesday afternoon
from 1 -  4 p.m.  On other days,
please contact Kathleen Paquet at
418-392-4896.
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BLANKET CLASSIFIEDS

UNITED 
CHURCH

Sunday, February 18
2 p.m. New Carlisle

COAST ROUND-UP

ANGLICAN
CHURCH OF

CANADA
Sunday, February 18

New Carlisle
10 a.m. Morning Prayer

Shigawake
11 a.m. Morning Prayer

PARISH OF GASPÉ
Sunday, February 18

Gaspe
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Annual Vestry Meeting

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE: Key in Hand - 4 season
cottage cozy, 1 bedroom well main-
tained and finished home, 4 appli-
ances included. Situated in St. Edgar
(New Richmond) Quebec on the
beautiful Bay of Chaleurs. Pictur-
esque surroundings near the Petite
Cascapedia salmon river. Two good
size lots, 66,781.0 sq.ft (6204 sq.
meters), with privacy on three sides,
with potential for building expansion.
Easy access,16km, to Route 132 and
the town of New Richmond. Pin
Rouge ski hill nearby. For more de-
tails visit KIJIJI Houses for Sale in
Gaspé ad # 1077992870 or tele-
phone 418-392-6057-email katy-
boo@navigue.com. address 16 Rue
Lepage off Chemin Mercier.
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You don’t know if you should be excited or

just a tad cautious about what to expect.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22

Someone at work or home cannot get an

accurate read on how you are feeling,

Cancer. This may lead to some commu-

nication issues. Be as open as possible to

avoid confusion. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, you are called on to be a leader this

week, so make sure you do your home-

work on pertinent issues. This way you

can make decisions with confidence.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, even when you think you know

best, you may want to let others voice

their opinions. You never know the value

of another’s perspective until you hear it.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23

Surround yourself with your closest

friends and family members, Libra.

These are support pillars you can

lean on in tough times and the people

to laugh alongside when things are

good. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22

The next few days provide opportuni-

ties to relax and have fun, Scorpio.

With no pressing matters on the cal-

endar, you can relinquish some re-

sponsibilities. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, getting your point across

may seem like your primary goal, but

you can let things simmer for a little

bit. Others have things that they want

to share as well.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20

Capricorn, romantic notions are pop-

ping into your head lately, and they

may only be spurred on by the

Valentine’s Day magic. A relation-

ship gets to the next level.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, you can be the voice of

reason if family life has gotten a bit

chaotic. You may be called on to sort

things out and put a plan in place.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, whether you are attached or

not, feelings of love are blooming in-

side of you. Romance may pervade

your daily interactions.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20

It can be difficult to focus with so many

things running through your mind, Aries.

Give it your best shot, especially at work

where it counts the most.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21

Focus on fun experiences that will pop up

this week, Taurus. They will brighten your

mood and make you more inclined to in-

teract with the people you love.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, someone you haven’t seen in a

while makes an appearance in your life.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY 11

Jennifer Aniston, Actress (49)

FEBRUARY 12

Tara Strong, Actress (45)

FEBRUARY 13

Robbie Williams, Singer (44)

FEBRUARY 14

Danai Gurira, Actress (40)

FEBRUARY 15

Alex Borstein, Actress (45)

FEBRUARY 16

Elizabeth Olsen, Actress (29)

FEBRUARY 17

Billie Jo Armstrong, Singer

(46)

Limericks

Again Ginny's late for the bus,

But no one is making a fuss;

She's gone for a jog

Out on the bog

With camera, tripod and a truss.

An old politician named Lee

Has become as rich as can be

Though graft was suspected

The charge was rejected,

Soon he'll be re-elected -- you'll see.

There was a thin girl from St. Kitt's,

Who knitted a fine pair of mitts

Which she stuffed in her jumper

It made her look plumper

"I'm cheating a bit" she admits.

A wise politician named Yates

Great support for his party creates.

And so, we all know

To the Senate he'll go;

A reward each taxpayer donates.

What a wonderful person - Christine!

Charming, efficient, serene;

So clever, so bright,

To all a delight,

With a dignity fit for a queen.

John W. Westbrooke

Point to ponder

Why don’t you 

ever see the 

headline 

“Psychic Wins 

Lottery”?

Why do we SAY...
By Gary Briand

Our research on troubling phrases is now delayed by the plethora of requests that

we have received from students and teachers struggling to master the rudiments of

English. We always tell people that English has little logic to its grammar: there are few

fixed rules that do not have exceptions.

Four principal enquiries need attention. This week I shall take on silent letters. On

occasion you might find a source of bother when you try to figure out the first letter of

a word because ... shhh ... it's silent! Here are some common examples:

g as found in gnat, gnash and gnome

h as found in honest, hour, heir

k as in knee, knob, knot and knife

p as found in psychology, pneumonia and pterodactyl

w as in who, whale, wrong, write

One teacher from Rivière du Loup narrated an experience with one of his stu-

dents: he had articulated the word psychology and asked that the students isolate the

word in their dictionaries. One student protested that the word was not in her diction-

ary. She had spent some time leafing through all entries under "s".

As an aid to the second language learners I would advise them to be mindful that

many silent letters go hand in hand with a particular letter or letters. For instance, a

silent k is only ever found before the letter n; a silent p is always found before an n,

an s or a t; a silent w is always before the letters h or r.

If the dead prior to Shakespeare's day were to appear today and talk to us, we

would be shocked to hear them sound out the k sound in knee, knot and knife. Over

centuries thosewords have changed in their saying but the spelling has remained the

same.
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Business & Professional
DIRECTORY

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!

alphonsebernard.ca
CARLETON�SUR�MER
418�364�7471
CPA

ALPHONSE BERNARD, FCPA, FCA
CLAUDE BERNARD, CPA, CA
HÉLÈNE LAGACÉ, BAA

Dr. Élaine Audet
Owner

Dentistry Service in

• Neuromuscular
• Implantology
• Aesthetic
• Periodontics

ASSOCIATES

FOR ALL YOUR  
BUSINESS AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS,  
CONTACT US! 

Baie-des-Chaleurs 418.392.5014 
Haute-Gaspésie 418.763.5355 
Gaspé 418.368.2906 
Rocher-Percé 418.689.5699 

www.sadc-cae.ca 

Canada Economic Development offers a 

financial support to the SADC 

Tel.: 418-368-0288  
28 St-Patrick, Douglastown, Quebec

Email: centre.douglas@douglastown.net
DOUGLASTOWN.NET

GASPÉ: - Accessing English
speaking health care profes-
sionals on the Gaspé coast
can be difficult. When dealing
with health related matters,
this can create a stressful sit-
uation. It is important that
our health care system con-
tinue to recruit bilingual pro-
fessionals to the Gaspé coast
and create employment op-
portunities here.

Vision Gaspé-Percé Now’s
Health and Harmony cam-
paign aims to acknowledge
those health care profession-
als who speak English and
create a safe and comfortable
environment for anglo-
phones. Featured health care
professionals are nominated
by fellow community mem-
bers.

Nadia Lafrenière is a reg-

istered psychologist with the

CISSS de la Gaspésie. She

works with adults experienc-

ing mental health problems at

an outpatient clinic in Gaspé.

Nadia grew up in St.

David, a small municipality

just outside Drummondville.

Given her proximity to Mon-

treal, Nadia knew that a

working knowledge of Eng-

lish would benefit her; serv-

ing both English and French

populations became a priority

before she even chose a pro-

fession. 

Nadia says that it took her

a while before she knew what

she wanted to do in life. It

was actually a friend who

suggested psychology. “I

tried it and loved it.” Nadia

ultimately chose the profes-

sion “to feel useful,” and to

“help people achieve a better

require English sessions have

some knowledge of French,

so on the occasions where she

gets stuck, her clients are able

to assist her.

Nadia is an active member

of the community, doing

among other things, volunteer

work for the Festival Musique

du Bout du Monde. She feels

that the quality of life and na-

ture experiences offered in the

Gaspé region keep her here.

She spends her free time cross

country skiing, snow shoeing,

hiking, and kayaking and she

loves the cultural life. She also

enjoys the sense of commu-

nity in Gaspé and feels every-

one has been incredibly

welcoming.

She speaks with passion

when discussing the bilingual

initiative “One Season at a

Time” that two of her col-

leagues Sarah Finlayson (so-

cial worker), and Chantale

Cloutier (special educator),

are involved in.  The program

fosters empowerment, social

relationships, creativity, cop-

ing skills, self-esteem, and

wellbeing while learning

photography. Nadia is proud

that this program is being of-

fered to both the English and

French population.

quality of life.”

Nadia attended McGill

University, where she was

immersed in an anglophone

environment and to which

she credits most for her

knowledge of English.  She

continues to participate in

courses offered through

McGill’s language program

in the workplace. She has

completed specialized

courses designed to prepare

her to practice in English. She

explained, “you learn things,

such as how to describe a

range of emotions in Eng-

lish.” Nadia has also sought

out summer employment in

Ontario and Manitoba in the

past, where she picked up a

lot of English.

Nadia was first employed

in Gaspé 12 years ago, when

she filled a one-year replace-

ment position. After that, she

still remained in contact with

her colleagues in the Gaspé

area. Three years ago, the

psychologist she originally

replaced for maternity leave

informed her of an open posi-

tion and Nadia has been in

Gaspé ever since. 

One-fifth of Nadia’s clien-

tele is anglophone. When

asked what encourages her to

speak English in her daily

profession, and why she

thinks it’s important to do so,

she answered “I want to be

better able to serve the Eng-

lish speaking community, I

believe it is easier for people

to express their difficulties

and emotions in their mother

tongue.” Even though

Nadia’s English is impecca-

ble, she does not consider

herself fully bilingual. She

says most of her clients who

Nadia Lafrenière, registered psychologist

Melissa Savidant

Nadia Lafrenière, Registered Psychologist
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