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English-speaking population
declines significantly in five years

Genevieve Gélinas

@
GASPE :— The Gaspé Penin-
sula and Magdalen Islands an-
glophone population de-
creased by 7.2% between
2011 and 2016, according to
the last census data. The de-
cline is faster for young an-
glophones between 25 and 35
years old, whose number has
decreased by 22%.

The drop-off would have
been much higher without the
contribution of the Aboriginal
population, which now repre-
sent almost one third (30.5%)
of English-speaking Gaspe-
sians.

Spec asked  Statistics
Canada to count the regional
population whose first official
language spoken is English,
and among that population,
the number of people with
Aboriginal identity.

In the region, anglophones

went from 9,350 people in
2011 to 8,680 in 2016, a 7.2%
decline. Over the same period,
the number of Aboriginal-an-
glophones increased from
2,475 to 2,650. Without the
Aboriginal numbers, the an-
glophone population would
have decreased by 12%.

The Aboriginal contribu-
tion is still more significant
among young anglophones.
English-speaking Mi'kmagq
represent 41.8% of the anglo-
phone population aged be-
tween 25 and 35 years old.

It’s worth noting that the
population of Listuguj was
probably underestimated in
the 2016 Census. The Statis-
tics Canada data suggest that
there would have been a 19%
decrease of the Listuguj popu-
lation between 2011 and
2016, which is highly doubt-
ful according to local ob-
servers. One can wonder the

impact of that underestima-
tion on the anglophone popu-
lation.

The English-speaking pop-
ulation is decreasing faster
than the general population,
which decreased by 4% be-
tween 2011 and 2016. There
again, the underestimation of

the Listuguj population ham-
pers that loss.

Between 2006 and 2011,
the number of anglophones
had increased by 1.2%. The
Aboriginal contribution made
the difference between that
slight increasse and a steep
decline of 11%.

First official language spoken: English,
by Aboriginal identity and age group

2006 | 2011 |2016
Total number of anglophones 9,240 | 9350 | 8680
Anglos 25-35 years of age 930 1095 | 850
Anglos with Aboriginal Identity | 1515 [ 2475 | 2650
25-35 years Aboriginal Identity 200 380 355

Source: Statistics Canada, custom table

CASA says collaborating with existing
organizations is part of the solution

@ Genevieve Gélinas
GASPE — Kim Harrison, of
the Committee for Anglo-
phone Social Action (CASA),
is not particularly surprised by
the decline “because the pop-
ulation has been decreasing
for a while. We have an aging
population and a low birth
rate,” she points out.

The population of seniors
(55 and over) of the Gaspé is
the second highest among the
Quebec English populations,
Ms. Harrison points out. The
migration of young people,
who leave the Gaspé Coast, is
another reason.

CASA is aware of the
growing importance of the
Aboriginal population, which
is increasing because of its
higher birth rate. “All our pro-
grams are open to First Na-
tions community members,
including our youth pro-
grams,” Ms. Harrison says.
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Fay Gallon and Kim Harrison from CASA are not surprised by the decline in the English-speak-

ing population.

The job question is crucial
to attract and keep young an-
glophones. Compared to their
French-speaking counterparts,
Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-

dalen Islands English-speak-
ing youth aged 15-29 in the re-
gion are more likely to be
unemployed (34.4% vs
15.3%), according to figures

compiled for CASA. Their
number one barrier to em-
ployment is French language
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A fresh start for
the frozen meals program

Geneviéve Gélinas

@

GASPE: — Since November
2017, the involvement of five
partners, coordinated by Vi-
sion Gaspé Percé Now
(VGPN), has led to the deliv-
ery of about 780 frozen meals
to clients’ homes in the Gaspé
area, from Grande-Vallée to
Corner of the Beach, including
Murdochville.

The project has resumed
after a suspension of a year
and a half. The meals are
cooked at the Villa des Buis-
sonnets, a seniors’ residence in
Gaspé. The town’s Municipal
Housing Board manages the
Villa and its kitchen is oper-
ated by Multi Services.

Le Hauban Volunteer Cen-
tre stores the Frozen Meals
which are distributed by its
volunteers. L’Accueil
Blanche-Goulet, a shelter for
people in distress, also partic-
ipates in the project by provid-
ing lasagna prepared by a
group of volunteers four times
a year.

Approximately 50 regular

clients, seniors and people
who are in a vulnerable situa-
tion benefit from the frozen
meals. The partners didn’t fix
a target in terms of increasing
the number of meals delivered
to clients. They want the proj-
ect to resume at “a smaller
scale, with a hope of fast and
sustainable growth,” says Jes-
sica Synnott, executive direc-
tor of Vision Gaspé-Percé
Now (VGPN).

From 2014 to 2016, VGPN
distributed more than &,000
frozen meals. At that time, the
organization was alone in the
project. There was a lot of de-
mand and it grew too big for
VGPN which had to suspend
the program in June 2016.

The solution was to “find a
way for multiple partners to
share the responsibility,” ex-
plains Ms. Synnott.

The goal of the partners is
to have a self-sufficient pro-
gram funded by the clients
who pay $4 per meal.

They don’t know yet how
much each meal costs but “the
fact of preparing the frozen

Chef for the Villa des Buissonnets kitchen, Jean-Sébastien
Wood, cooks meals for the Villa residents and frozen meals for

clients at home.

Page 2, February 28, 2018 - Spec

Photos: G. Gélinas

meals from an existing menu
lowers the cost. The frozen
meal choices are the same as
the choices of the Buissonnets
residents. When it’s the frozen
meals production day, the
cooks just have to double or
triple the recipe. For the pur-
chases and the production, it’s
clearly an advantage,” ex-
plains André Richard, director
of Multi services.

The Frozen Meals are
meant to “keep seniors at
home as long as possible.
More and more seniors are
isolated and don’t have a
strong support network,” Ms.
Synnott observes. This isola-
tion can result in depression,
undetected diseases or poor
nutrition. The distribution of
meals is also an opportunity to
visit the seniors.

Absenteeism costing
the CISSS millions

Thierry Haroun

e

GASPE PENINSULA: - Ab-
senteeism in the workplace is
costing the region’s health
system millions of dollars,
however, everything is cur-
rently being done to contain
or, even better, alleviate the
problem, assures the Gaspésie
Health and Social Services
Center (CISSS).

During the 2017-2018 fis-
cal year, the Gaspésie CISSS
paid $7.9M in salary-insur-
ance because of absenteeism
in the workplace. That repre-
sents 8.24% of the organiza-
tion's annual gross salary. It’s
a hike of $800,000 compared
to the previous fiscal year.
Also, since 2015, there has
been a rise of 2% per year in
terms of absenteeism, accord-
ing to the latest numbers that
the CISSS sent to Spec.

This situation is related to
staff who work more than
they should, confirms the
Conseil Central CSN, a union
that represents many health
workers in the region's health
network. Vice President Serge
St-Pierre had this to say to
the regional press in a recent
news conference organized at
Gaspé Hospital: “We are cur-
rently faced with a vicious
circle. The health personnel
that we represent has an over-
load of work. That has conse-
quences, such as fatigue,
stress, psychological and

physical problems. They have
to go on sick leave, therefore,
for those who stay at work,
they are faced with an over-
load of work and the vicious
circle goes on and on. This
has to stop because, in the
end, the patient doesn’t re-
ceive the services that he is
entitled to receive.”

Working on
the problem

Well aware of the problem
related to absenteeism in the
workplace, the spokesperson
for the CISSS, Michel Bond,
had this to say: “There are
many things that have to be
taken into account. The prob-
lem can stem from the work-
place or from private
situations. Now, the psycho-
logical health issue is increas-
ing in the industrial world in
North America. It's not a spe-
cific problem of the CISSS.
This said, we take this prob-
lem very seriously because
there's not only a financial
cost to all this but, more im-
portantly, there's a human cost
behind it. We know that our
personnel is fully dedicated to
the patient and they love the
work they do.”

In that context, he con-
cluded, the CISSS has put in
place a strategic committee
that will assess the situation
for the next two years in order
to find long-term solutions.
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Accompanying the sick and the lonely

2018 Tithe Collection Campaign

| share to announce Jesus Christ!

Capitation (or tithing) is the traditional means through which the Church raises the money
it needs to sustain its essential pastoral and administrative services in the christian
community. The tithe enables the parish to offer the following:

Anointing of the sick

Help couples in their vocation
Family and youth pastoral
Maintenance of churches
Maintenance of cemeteries
Church assemblies
Secretarial work

Your donation will first serve to proclaim
Jesus Christ, make Him known, loved and
served. Together, let us take the
missionary turn in which we all commit
ourselves for the mission that will make of
our communities, living communities!

Do not forget to ask for your charity
receipt from your parish.

Let’s donate generously to the 2018 tithe collection!




Beatrice Coffin, GCF Vice President, Ron Mundle GCE Treasurer, Carolyn Devouge and Deborah Touzel.

Gaspé Cancer Foundation hosts successful

fundraiser
Ron Mundle

GASPE: - Once again the Gaspé Cancer Foundation (GCF) hosted a very successful Christmas Tea
at the Royal Canadian Legion in Gaspé. A total of $5,683.85 was collected during the afternoon.
A total of $2,221.81 was raised during the afternoon of entertainment with tea, coffee and sweets.

As well at this event, Debbie Touzel and Carolynn Devouge presented the Gaspé Cancer Founda-
tion with a cheque of $3462.00 that was raised from different activities in the St. George de Mal-

baie and Barachois communities.

The Gaspé Cancer Foundation is grateful to all volunteeers who helped make these activities

such a success and to all community members who supported the foundation by attending each of

the fundraisers.

Take a...Walk for Alzheimers

Thierry Haronn

PERCE: - The citizens of the Percé Rock MRC are invited to participate in the Walk For
Alzheimers event that will take place in Chandler on May 27. The 11th edition will start at 10 a.m.
at the MRC head office. Walkers that have registered will then walk three km around Vachon Lake,
located downtown. The basic fee is $10. But to be considered as an Elite Walker one has to raise
$200. Last year, the event in Chandler raised $17,000. This year, the objective is to raise the same
amount or even more, mentions the spokesperson for the region's Alzheimer Society, Suzanne

Bourget. “What is important to say is that the money raised in Chandler will be entirely reinvested
in the MRC. It’s such a good cause. For further information, people can call me on my cell phone
at 418 680-2161.” The other walks will take place the same day in St-Francois-d'Assise, Maria,
Paspébiac, Cloridorme and Sainte-Anne-des-Monts. In Gaspé, the walk will take place on May

20.

CASA:

skills, for 79.7% of anglo-
phone youths, revealed a
2016 study conducted by
Youth Employment Services,
a provincial service for Eng-
lish-speaking Quebecers.
Young anglophones have
limited access to employabil-
ity programs, CASA points
out; and as a community or-
ganization, CASA must often
fill the gaps in service. In the
last three years, CASA has as-
sisted 38 youth by delivering
job readiness programs and
over the last year alone,
CASA has given direct serv-
ices to 120 young anglo-
phones who came to its New
Carlisle office to get help with
their job search.
Anglophones who study
in the health sector can also

apply for the McGill bursary
program, managed by CASA
in the area, if they commit to
pursue their careers in the re-
gion for at least one year after
their studies. Since 2013, a
total of 20 bursaries has been
awarded to students. Eight re-
cipients are currently em-
ployed in the region, and the
remainder of student recipi-
ents continue to pursue their
studies.

“These actions help to in-
crease youth retention, but we
must continue to do more,”
admits Fay Gallon, Programs
Manger at CASA, “and we
must work in collaboration
with our francophone neigh-
bours.”

The Gaspé Peninsula has
organizations that are working
on demographic issues, such
as the Stratégie d’établisse-
ment durable (Sustainable set-

tlement strategy) and the Car-
refours jeunesse emploi (one
per MRC). “We just want to
make sure that anglophones
are included,” states Ms. Har-
rison.

For example, the Car-
refours jeunesse emploi (CJE)
of Avignon and Cote-de-
Gaspé¢ have bilingual staff, but
not the Carrefours of
Bonaventure and Rocher-
Percé. “We are working with
the CJE to assist them in their
outreach efforts to young Eng-
lish-speakers,” says Ms. Gal-
lon.

CASA is currently working
with the Community Health
and Social Services Network
to compile 2016 statistics and
present an updated profile of
the community, as well as an
in-depth profile of English-
speaking youth. The profile
should be ready this fall.

Police report

On February 23, 2018 at the New Catlisle courthouse, Quebec
Court Judge Celestina Almeida set the preliminary hearings of
Jérémie-Viktor Lagacé, charged with the August 22, 2017 pre-
meditated murder of French tourist Fabrice Durand in Saint-
André-de-Restigouche to June 19 and 20, 2018. The accused is
also charged with the illegal possession of a firearm. He had been
prohibited to possess and handle a firearm in a prior case.

On February 23, Defence Attorney Richard Lavigne declared in
court that the evidence presented by the crown during the June 19
and 20 preliminary hearing will be sufficient to order the accused
to stand trial on a charge of premeditated murder. He, however,
wishes to cross-examine the crown witnesses in order to prepare
the defence of the accused.

The accused will stand trial on May 8 in another case on charges
of theft, mischief and breach of conditions ordered in a previous
trial.

Five things to do immediately
after your identity is stolen

(NC) If you keep up-to-date with popular movies and newspaper
headlines, then you probably are aware of extreme versions of
identity theft. But if this were to happen to you in real life, would
you know what to do?

Identity theft is when scammers acquire and collect your per-
sonal information for criminal purposes. Identity thieves are eager
to steal your credit card information, bank account details, full
name, date of birth, social insurance number, full address, mothet's
maiden name, online usernames and passwords, driver's license
number, signature and passport number.

If you fall victim to this sneaky scam, here are the steps you
should take:

1. Confirm. The best way to find out if your identity has been
stolen is to monitor your financial accounts and your credit card
statements frequently. If you're getting calls from collection agen-
cies about unfamiliar accounts or your credit applications are
turned down unexpectedly, investigate further.

2. Contact your financial institution. If you think someone
has gained access to your personal financial information, call your
financial institution immediately so they can suspend your accounts
and limit the amount of money you lose. Credit card companies
may also be able to reverse a transaction if they believe your card
was billed fraudulently.

3. Use the right contact info. Never use the contact details of
financial institutions that appear in emails or websites you are sus-
picious of — they will probably be fake and lead you to a scammer.
You can find legitimate contact details in the phone book, on your
account statement or on the back of your card.

4. Report it. By reporting the scam to authorities, they may be
able to warn other people and minimize the chances of it spread-
ing further. The best places to report this are the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre and the Competition Bureau.

5. Protect yourself. Take steps to keep this unfortunate scam
from happening. Be wary of unsolicited attempts to extract per-
sonal or financial information, shred documents before recycling
them, shield your PIN when using your credit or debit cards, and
notify the post office and your financial institutions when you
change your address. Familiarize yourself with the billing cycles of
your credit and debit cards, double checking all statements for ir-
regularities.

Find more information at www.antifraudcentre-centrean-
tifraude.ca.
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Editorial page

Commentary
Gilles Gagné

Indecent catching up for
medical specialists

Quebec’s 10,000 medical specialists will earn $4.7
billion this year. It is simple arithmetic - revenues of
$470,000 for each specialist. It is roughly 10 percent
more that Ontario’s specialists, who have to deal with
a significantly higher cost of living.

In 2023, the same specialists will earn $5.4 billion
collectively, or $540,000 per specialist. Quebec spe-
cialists will undoubtedly stay ahead of their Ontario
colleagues. The discrepancy will likely stay around
ten percent. To the advantage of the Quebec spe-
cialists even the cost of living in Ontario is easily 25
percent higher, if not more.

That is not enough. Based on an agreement cov-
ering the 2015- 2023 period, an adjustment of $2 bil-
lion must be added to the above-mentioned pay, and
will likely take the form of a $50,000 annual payment,
repeated over the next years.

The deal is generating an uproar in the population
for many reasons that will haunt the current Quebec
government until the next election scheduled for Oc-
tober 1.

First, the current deal was negotiated in great part
by Health and Social Services Minister, Gaétan Bar-
rette, a specialist himself (radiologist). Secondly, Mr.
Barrette had negotiated the previous deal when he
was presiding over the Fédération des médecins spé-
cialistes du Québec. He was, at that time, a night-
mare for previous governments’ health ministers and
premiers. He was the main man behind the catching
up operation for Quebec doctors compared to On-
tario’s.

Thirdly, the current Quebec premier, Philippe
Couillard, is a specialist. He is a neuro-surgeon. Mr.
Couillard is trying to present the sugar-coated side of
the 2015- 2023 deal by saying that his government
saved $3 billion through not handing out to the spe-
cialists further salary hikes, the ones that will be ap-
plicable to the civil servants.

That is taking people for idiots. The specialists
were already benefitting from raises civil servants
couldn’t even dream of. The specialists’ pay raise
should have stopped upon reaching par with Ontario,
but no such mechanism was enacted in the agree-
ment, a great incoherence.

The deal with the medical specialists is so exorbi-
tant that a growing number of doctors, specialists but
also general practitioners, refuse to take their salary
increase, out of embarrassment, shame, common
sense and fairness.

Legally, a deal remains a deal and the Quebec
government will apparently have to respect its signa-
ture. One might remember that a government’s sig-
nature was not so important in 2014 when thousands
of municipal employees lost some of their pension
plan because of a law imposed by the Philippe Couil-
lard regime. That odious decision was imposed on
municipalities that had to deny their signature. Those
municipal employees are suing their employer and
the court case is scheduled for this coming fall.

The deal with the specialists is so wobbly that it
doesn’t guarantee any improvement of Quebecers’
access to health care.

At the other end of the spectrum, Quebec appar-
ently doesn’t have the means to provide fair services
to other categories of citizens and health sector em-
ployees. The nurses might be in a position to get what
they want, and rightfully so, because the health sys-
tem rests on their shoulders as much as on the doc-
tors’ but caregivers hardly get the recognition they
deserve.

The quality of food served in the seniors’ resi-
dences, the quality of home care provided to other
seniors still living in their home, our decrepit schools,
the quality of the education system, the victims of
criminal acts, the necessary increase in public health
organizations, the only way to eventually reduce the
cost of operating our hospitals, could have benefited
from the billions of dollars uselessly handed out to
doctors that didn’t need them.

That topic must absolutely stay in people’s minds
between now and election day.

c>£ett‘ers to the Editor
/\ /

Of victims and perpetrators

These days, so many accusations are flying,
and, | feel sure that many, if not most, of them are
valid. But not all. It’s the “not all” that worries me.

Women have every right to demand to be
treated as equal human beings. In some areas of
the world, we’ve yet to be treated as people and live
under appalling conditions with few or no rights. In
the more “liberal” areas, we’ve been second-class
citizens far too long. Many are our valid complaints.
One particular injustice has been the refusal to be-
lieve or take seriously those who’ve complained of
sexual aggression or abuse—a terrible further in-
jury.

But now | fear we may err on the opposite side.
Originally, it was surmised that women who came
forward were placing themselves in dire situations
and would not do so lightly, and so all accusations
were taken as valid complaints. Now women who
come forward are commended and applauded, their
bravery exclaimed over. It has become a vile thing
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to dare question even the degree of harm, much
less the validity of the complaint.

The accusations are as varied as they are nu-
merous: sexual assault (penetration/rape, touching
or exposure of intimate body parts), sexual harass-
ment (a hostile working environment that includes
inappropriate sexual innuendo/joking, looks/body
language that make someone feel harassed, and
(undefined) unwanted sexual advances. All of these
are received without context and treated as virtually
equivalent--

It’s not surprising that so many women feel like
victims—many have been victimized by sexual ag-
gression, and their charges are legitimate, and
those women should definitely speak up and seek
redress.

Anyone can become a victim, but some accept
victimization as an identity. They see themselves as
powerless and live in fear of others, sometimes to
the point of being unable to speak or act to defend
themselves. Such a condition surely must carry a
weight of rage and resentment, and could result in a
desire to muzzle others, to have them act according
to a set of proscribed behaviors, and to see them
punished when they fail to tow the line.

Others feel so deserving and entitled that almost
anything that doesn’t suit them is interpreted as a
form of abuse. The seemingly powerless can wield
power in ways that are not overt but are nonethe-
less effective. They garner sympathy and convince
the world of their innocence and the evil of others—
a black-and-white world that bears little resem-
blance to reality where human beings are fallible
and hurt one another, making us all simultaneously
victims and perpetrators.

Mental and emotional illness, wanting to belong,
seeking fame, seeing an opportunity to exercise
power or get even—who knows why someone
would conflate a situation or blatantly lie, but people
do.

But now, too often, reputations are ruined and
jobs are lost because of it, so let’s pause a moment
before we accept all accusations as equal and
valid. There are truth and lies, and within aggres-
sion of any kind, degrees of injury.

Let’s remember the human tendency to assume
the guilt of anyone accused—an accusation is not
evidence. Victims can and do become abusers and
let’s guard against that happening by realizing that
people are fallible and subject to a multitude of mo-
tivations. Let’s not rush to demonize the accused,
but rather keep an open mind until we can deter-
mine the facts, lest we accuse the wrong party and
ruin an innocent life.

Constance Brochet,
New Richmond, Quebec

Visit our
website at
thegaspespec.com

208-B Gerard D. Levesque, New Carlisle



MclInnis Cement limited to ten cars per week

because of bridge restrictions
Company expects to transport 40 carloads per week

Gilles Gagné

NEW RICHMOND: — Trans-
port Québec is imposing a
weekly limit of ten loaded
railcars to Mclnnis Cement,
apparently because of the
wear and tear effect those cars
have on the two Cascapedia-
St-Jules bridges. However,
Mclnnis Cement’s operational
needs will increase to 40 car-
loads in May and the Gaspésie
Railway Society wants to haul
that traffic.

That limit, imposed last
fall, has so far not really hurt
Mclnnis Cement because 10
weekly cars correspond to the
recent rail deliveries of the
company. The Cascapedia-St-
Jules bridges are located be-
tween New Richmond where
the cement is loaded in rail-
cars, and Matapedia where
those cars are transferred to
Canadian National for the
final delivery to customers lo-
cated in Ontario, Nova Scotia
and the United States.

The president of the
Gaspésie Railway Society,
Eric Dubé, intends to clarify
the situation with Transport
Québec as soon as possible.
He doesn’t see the logic of set-
ting up a limit of ten cars per
week.

“A study was conducted
and they are explaining for
now the notion of metal fa-
tigue. I can understand that
concept. You use an infra-
structure and there is wear and
tear attached to that. But if our
bridges can bear the stress of
ten cars the same day, some-
thing we are authorized to do,
how is it that the bridge needs
a rest the following days until
the next week? I don’t under-
stand that part,” says Mr.
Dubé.

“We are not talking about
passing the 40 loaded cars the
same day. We can spread the
load to five trains of eight cars
each per week, for example,”
he adds.

Eric Dubé knew, since the
end of the fall, that Transport
Québec was seeing the fre-
quency of heavy trains as a
problem. There was even a
question of completely closing
the two Cascapedia-St-Jules
bridges at one point. Those
bridges were built in the 1890s
but other bridges of that age
are still functional in North
America.

The study commissioned
by Transport Québec was in

Photo: G. Gagné

The Gaspésie Railway Society must deal with constraints in its operations, such as putting an
empty car between each loaded cement car in order to reduce the concentration of weight when
the train goes over the Cascapedia-St-Jules bridges. That situation requires a lot of shunting in
the New Richmond and Nouvelle yards.

fact undertaken and realized
by Norda Stelo, an engineer-
ing firm formerly called
Groupe Roche. Its results are
scheduled to be released dur-
ing the first week of March.

“We will then know what
kind of repairs we can carry
out on the bridges in order to
avoid limiting Mclnnis Ce-
ment’s shipments by rail. Our
orientations are simple. There
is no way we will lose rail
traffic because of those bridge
restrictions, and there is no
way Mclnnis Cement will pay
one additional cent per tonne
in order to send its cement by
rail if a pinch hit solution has
to be put up with,” says Eric
Dubé.

The pinch hit solutions
exist, he insists. “If we have to
add a silo in Nouvelle, we will
do it. We have a piece of land
that could be used there. We
could load ten cars in New
Richmond and load the 30
others in Nouvelle. If the
study says that we can put $4
million on the two (Cascape-
dia-St-Jules) bridges and they
will then last the two years it
will take to replace them, no
problem. The government will
have to cough up the money.
It is a crucial matter. We need
it for the development of the
region and for the Gaspésie
Railway Society. If the man-
agement of Mclnnis Cement
comes in July and asks us to
haul 60 more cars per week,
what will T tell them?” asks
Eric Dubg.

On May 5, 2017, Premier
Philippe Couillard announced
$100 million for the refurbish-
ment of the Matapedia to
Gaspé railway. A few small
repairs carried out in 2017
were apparently taken from
that envelope, for a total of $4
million. For example, the $1
million replacement of the
Ristigouche South East bridge
in September was taken from
that sum, although that work
was initially scheduled to take
place in 2015. The informaton
regarding the remaining
money is slow to come.

“There is money available,
considering last year’s an-
nouncement and that money
has to be used to facilitate our
operations. We are in full de-
velopment mode but it is
slowed down because of the
government’s administrative
procedure, or for reasons we
don’t understand,” points out
Mr. Dubé.

The Matapedia to Gaspé
railroad is in a dormant state
between Caplan and Gaspé,
which correspond to almost
two-thirds of its length. The
decision to abandon that sec-
tion of the line was made in
March 2015 by then Quebec
Transport Minister Robert
Poéti. Even if the Port Daniel
cement plant was under con-
struction and would need rail
transport, Mclnnis Cement’s
administration was not very
clear about using it at the time.

The line passes a few feet
from the plant silos but is still

not in working order. Cement
has to be trucked to New
Richmond and transferred to
railcars. The same scenario
would be set up in Nouvelle if
a second silo is installed there.

The Gaspésie Railway So-
ciety installed the New Rich-
mond silo at its own expense
during the spring of 2017 to
accommodate Mclnnis Ce-
ment. A contract to haul
28,000 tonnes of cement had
been signed in December
2016. It is the equivalent of

at (418) 752-5400.

H & S Tax Return Services

As with most years, there are several changes to the tax
laws. Revenue Quebec requires extra documents to
continue to qualify for the Solidarity Tax Credit, such as
the new Relevé 31 or your town tax bill.

To make sure you obtain maximum tax savings, trust your
tax returns to H & S Tax Return Services.

For fast, accurate service at competitive rates, rely on over
35 years experience in tax preparation.

Appointments can be made in the following ways:

+ Call Donna Harrison or Louis Sexton at any time in
Cascapedia-St-Jules at (418) 759-5790.

* Call the Spec office on Tuesdays at their new
address: 208-B Gérard D. Levesque, New Carlisle
(front west entrance) from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

* Email taxes.serviceshs@gmail.com
We look forward to serving you!

Services d’Impots H & S
H & S Tax Return Services

about 300 carloads per year, or
six cars weekly.

However, that contract is
followed by other transport
deals. A volume of 40 cars per
week amounts to about 2,000
carloads annually or about
200,000 tonnes. It is close to
10 percent of the Port Daniel
plant’s yearly output.

The Gaspésie Railway So-
ciety already has to deal with
constraints in its operations,
such as putting an empty car
between each loaded cement
car in order to reduce the con-
centration of weight when the
train passes on the Cascape-
dia-St-Jules bridges. That situ-
ation requires a lot of shunting
in New Richmond and in
Nouvelle, once the train has
passed on the bridges. That
shunting eats up a lot of time
and money that could be used
for more efficient duties.
There aren’t many railroad
companies in North America
dealing with that kind of oper-
ational constraint.

Some of the plant’s input
could also be brought by rail
but the current context doesn’t
favour that in the short term.

“Building a silo in Nou-
velle would cost $450,000. A
ballpark figure for the extra
transportation cost between
New Richmond and Nouvelle
could amount to $40,000 a
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MNA Gaétan Leliévre is concerned
with the lack of action in the railway file

Gilles Gagné

@

NEW RICHMOND: — Con-
sidering Transport Québec’s
slowness in dealing with the
railroad’s refurbishment, the
Gaspé riding Member of the
National Assembly, Gaétan
Leliévre, believes that the
Quebec government is treating
Gaspesians like second-class
citizens and lacks interest in
their region’s economy.

Mr. Leliévre, who is now
sitting as an independent
Member of the National As-
sembly (MNA), and Parti
Québécois MNA for the riding
of Bonaventure, Sylvain Roy,
are so worried about the gov-
ernment’s lack of action in the
railway file that they both
wrote a common letter to Que-
bec’s Transport Minister,
André Fortin, on February 16,
in order to express their con-
cern and ask him when con-
crete moves will be made,
especially regarding the re-
placement of the Cascapedia-
St-Jules bridges.

“We haven’t received an
answer. We (he and Minister
Fortin) briefly crossed at the
National Assembly and he told
me that he will consider it a
priority. I have also contacted
Regional Minister Pierre
Moreau. I am asking Premier
Philippe Couillard to inter-
vene. It is now close to ten
months after his $100 million

Photo: G. Gagné

Hauling of windmill blades was the first source of revenue for the Gaspésie Railway Society a
year ago and cement will take second place in May. However, those spinoffs could be much
higher if the blades and cement could be loaded in Gaspé and Port Daniel respectively.

for the railway and hardly any-
thing has moved,” explains
Mr. Lelievre.

The fact that Philippe
Couillard decided to give the
control of the railway’s up-
grading to the Bureau des
grands projets, the body man-
aging Quebec’s main infra-
structure initiatives, explains
some of the delays.

“Everything converges to
the Bureau des grands pro-
Jjets s incapacity to start some
movement. It is hard to believe
that Transport Québec has no

power over that body,” adds
Mr. Leliévre.

He uses the example of a
railway bridge that collapsed
on January 13 in Brompton,
near Sherbrooke, following a
sudden rise of the Saint-
Francois River.

“The government reacted
immediately. Member of the
National Assembly, Karine
Valliéres, and cabinet mem-
bers intervened to say that
there would be support to
solve the problems as soon as
possible in order to protect the

TRAIN BRIDGES:

week, or about $1,000 per rail-
car. It is a lot of money for a
temporary solution. Transport
Québec has to pay that bill,”
states Eric Dubg.

In his discussions with
Transport Québec’s manage-
ment, Eric Dubé was told by
the government representa-
tives that if its managers find
the bridge safe, they would
take the full responsibility of
assuming the consequences in
case of accident.

“If they give us those re-
sponsibilities, we will take all
of them, including the bridge’s
refurbishment or reconstruc-
tion and the money going with
it and we will proceed fast,”
concludes the president of the
Gaspésie Railway Society.

The spokesperson  of
Mclnnis Cement, Maryse
Tremblay, only says for now
that the company “collabo-
rates with the ministry and the
Gaspésie Railway Society to
apply a safe solution that will

allow an increase in the num-
ber of railcars.”

So far, Transport Québec
has not replied to the ques-
tions asked by SPEC. That
ministry has been favouring
for years the replacement of
the Cascapedia-St-Jules
bridges. Those new bridges

could be built parallel and
close to the existing structures
in order to keep train circula-
tion open in the meantime.
Despite being aware of the
bridges situation for close to a
decade, Transports Québec
has only carried out studies in
that file.

=

Ville de Gaspé

February 28, 2018.

September 26, 2018.

charged on all the taxes due.

GIVEN at Gaspé,

Dave Ste-Croix, treasurer

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL COLLECTION ROLL

According to articles 503 and 504 of the Loi sur les Cités et
Villes (L.R.Q ., C. c-19), PUBLIC NOTICE is given that the
general perception roll for the year 2018 is completed and
deposited at my office and that the tax bills will be sent out on

That the tax bills equal or superior to three hundred dollars
(300 $) are payable in four (4) payments falling respectively on
March 30, 2018, on May 29, 2018, on July 28, 2018 and

That a thirteen percent yearly interest fee (13 %) will be

Any taxpayer who has not received his tax account in ten (10)
days following their issue is asked to notify the treasurer.

This 28th day of February 2018

economy. They are moving al-
ready. Here, we have problems
with the railway. We have
governmental organizations
that have invested $615 mil-
lion in the Port Daniel cement
plant and the Transport Min-
istry doesn’t move to facilitate
the hauling of cement. It looks
as if the left hand doesn’t
know what the right hand is
doing. Only $4 million has
been secured since Philippe
Couillard’s $100 million com-
mitment. There is a lack of po-

litical will to solve our
problem,”  believes  Mr.
Lelievre.

Sylvain Roy emphasizes
that building a second silo in
Nouvelle will considerably in-
crease traffic on Highway 132
between New Richmond and

Nouvelle.

“So instead of repairing the
line and the bridges with
money that has already been
announced, the Quebec gov-
ernment’s inaction will only
lead to additional damage to
Highway 132 and transport in-
efficiency,” he criticizes.

“LM Wind Power and
Mclnnis Cement don’t need
hurdles that reduce their com-
petitiveness,” concludes Gaé-
tan Leliévre.

The Gaspésie Railway So-
ciety could almost double its
revenues linked to cement
hauling and almost triple its
revenues related to hauling
windmill blades if that freight
could be loaded in the town
where it is produced. It repre-
sents millions of dollars in
transportation revenues annu-
ally. The shippers, Mclnnis
Cement and LM Wind Power,
would also save millions of
dollars in transportation fees if
they could load their output in
Port Daniel and Gaspé, re-
spectively.

In the case of LM Wind
Power, the additional cost of
hauling windmill blades by
truck between Gaspé and New
Richmond amounts to about
$7 million yearly.

The total value of produc-
tion for LM Wind Power and
Mclnnis Cement hovers
around $600 million a year. In
the case of LM Wind Power,
the sales are all made in the
United States and McInnis Ce-
ment sells essentially outside
Quebec. LM Wind Power em-
ploys 480 people while McIn-
nis Cement provides work to
153 people.

=

Ville de Gaspé

patch.

of the tenders received.
Gaspé, February 28, 2018

Isabelle Vézina

Call For Tenders

SUPPLY
SAND, GRAVEL & OTHER MATERIAL

Ville de Gaspé requests tenders to supply sand, gravel, crush
gravel, rock abrasive, top soil, black ground, asphalte and cold

The necessary documents are available at the Town Hall's
Public works department during regular office hours situated at
25, rue de I'H6tel-de-Ville, Gaspé.

Whichever mode chosen, the tenders, to be valid, must be
received at Ville de Gaspé's Clerk office, in sealed envelops,
before March 22, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. with the following
inscription on the envelop "Soumission — Sable, gravier &
autres" to be publicly opened the same day, at the same
address, beginning at 2:01 p.m.

Ville de Gaspé does not bind itself to accept the lowest nor any

Director of legal services and town clerk
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In 2012 commercial activities of various types were still present at the Carleton wharf.

Transport Canada to transfer
Carleton whart to DFO

@ Gilles Gagné
CARLETON: - Transport

Canada will transfer the prop-
erty of the Carleton wharf to
another federal department,
Fisheries and Oceans, a min-
istry that will carry out a sig-
nificant refurbishment that
could reach $20 million.

Parts of the Carleton
wharf have been unusable to
varying degrees since the
spring of 2007. Cement
blocks were placed in some
areas to prevent users from
getting past those sections be-
cause of the limited bearing
capacity of the infrastructure.
Fences were also installed
over the years.

The majority of the work
will mostly consist of build-
ing a dyke to protect the com-
mercial fishing and marina
sections, exposed to strong
west and south-west winds.
Commercial fishermen and
recreational boat owners use
the interior side of the wharf.
That side will be solidified.
Floating docks, similar to
some other Gaspesian fishing
harbours, will be installed
along that wharf. The small
perpendicular dock will be
removed.

The extremity of the wharf
will be ceded to the town of
Carleton. A recreational space
will be set up there, allowing
mackerel sports fishermen to
practice the sport.

Member of Parliament for
the Avignon - La Mitis -Ma-
tane-Matapedia riding, Rémi
Massé, assures that work will
soon start. “It will begin this
coming fall and it should be
completed during the summer

0f2019.”

When the announcement
was made on February 21.
Listuguj councillor Wendell
Metallic was on hand. Lob-
ster fishermen from his com-
munity use the Carleton
wharf. “We are satisfied that
the wharf will be upgraded,”
pointed out Mr. Metallic.

The town of Carleton has
been defending a whart proj-
ect of $23.4 million since the
spring of 2015. When asked
how much Carleton will re-
ceive for that project, MP
Rémi Massé simply said that
it will be “many, many mil-
lions of dollars,” maybe close
to $20 million.

“We want to stay discrete
about the amounts, given that
there will be a call for tenders
process,” Rémi Massé says.

Mussel farmer, Eric Bu-
jold, who also presides over
the harbour administration,
points out that the fishermen
will make a big gain in effi-
ciency due to the refurbish-
ment.

“We often had to put four
or five boats side by side be-
cause of the lack of space.
Now, we will be able to have
two boats side by side, which
is normal,” he explains.

Carleton is not a major
fishing wharf, landings wise.
Between ten and fifteen fish-
erman use the ramp to put
their boats there for the win-

ter and prepare them for the
spring. Beside the lobster
fishermen of Listuguj, only
one lobster fisherman and
two fish farmers use the
wharf.

The project announced on
February 21 apparently spells
the end of the commercial vo-
cation of the Carleton wharf.
Those activities have ceased
in 2016 due to the state of the
wharf. The last ships that
used Carleton were cargo lin-
ers that unloaded salt in 2015.
Steel for Fabrication Delta in
New Richmond and wood for
the Groupe GDS were also
unloaded there between 2010
and 2015.

The current project calls
for the replacement of steel
boards by rocks on the north-
west side of the wharf.

Rémi Massé points out
that “the needs related to
commercial transportation
were not expressed.”

Yet, several stakeholders
have expressed over the last
decade the necessity to pro-
tect the commercial vocation
of the Carleton wharf.

They all refrained from
commenting on the current
situation but intend to make
one last pitch in order to con-
vince federal authorities to
protect the commercial side
of the wharf before the plans
and specifications are deter-
mined.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Consultation Meeting

NOTICE is hereby given that the municipal Council of "Ville de
Gaspé", at its regular meeting held on February 19, 2018, has
adopted by resolution the following draft of by-law and that a
public consultation meeting will be held at the Town Hall, on
Monday, March 19, 2018, at 4:00 p.m.

Draft of by-law 1156-11-28:

The draft of by-law amends the zoning by-law 1156-11, as
follows:

+ « Modifiant les usages autorisés dans la zone AF 185 afin d’y
permettre 'usage Foresterie (A-3);

+ Créant la zone AF-163-1, 8 méme une partie de la zone AF-
163, dans le but d’inclure les lots 4 054 447, 4 054 448
partie, 4 054 450 partie, 4 054 451 partie, 4 054 481 partie,
4 054 482 partie, 4 054 483 partie, 4 054 544, 4 055 753, 4
055 754 partie, 4 055 831 partie, 4 055 832 partie, 4 055 833
partie, 4 055 834 partie et 4 817 670 partie, cadastre du
Québec;

+ Ajoutant la grille de spécifications pour la zone AF-163-1;

- Ajoutant l'article 17.2.3 DISPOSITION APPLICABLE A LA
ZONE AF-170;

+ Modifiant les usages autorisés dans la zone AF-170 afin d’y
permettre 'usage Foresterie (A-3); »

The concerned zones are illustrated on the following sketches:

AF-163-1, situated in the airport area:

AF-170, located North of Haldimand Road and RT-167 zone and
North of the properties between 826 and 1302, Haldimand Road:

AF-185, located South of Douglas boulevard and PA-184 zone
and South of properties between 1654 and 2058, Douglas
boulevard:

During this meeting, the mayor or another council member
designated by him, will explain the draft of by-law and the
consequences of their adoption, and will hear the persons and
bodies wishing to express their views.

The draft of the by-law is available for consultation at the Town
Hall office.

Given in Gaspé, February 28, 2018.

Isabelle Vézina
Director of legal services and town clerk
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Cabin Fever Reflections

The calendar tells me Winter’s nearly over by
But the weather man says snow is on the way.
My friends can’t wait to start mowing the clover Diane Skinner Flowers

But the shovel is more practical today.

We’ve got snow in drifts up to our armpits, brother,

And our noses look like cherries on the tree Who Has Seen the Wind?

People saying it’s a winter like no other '
Or the coldest snap in living memory. Who has seen the wind?

Neither I nor you:
People walk from pane to pane to check the weather But when the leaves hang trembling,
And there’s nothing worth the watching on TV The wind is passing throngh.
It’s getting hard to keep one’s sanity together Who has seen the wind?
And the munchies get us munching frequently. Neither you nor I:
But when the trees bow down their heads,
Our clothes it seems somehow are fitting tighter The wind is passing by.
Have they shrunken in the closet? Oh dear me! - Christina Rossetti
I wonder will we feel a wee bit brighter Do not despair on a windy day or night when the house shakes and loose things blow
When we finally waddle out, a sight to see. around the yard. This weather phenomenon has been significant to our ancestors, to peo-
ple living here now and will be for future generations.
We’ve been wheezing, sneezing, coughing and a blowing Very simply, wind is air in motion. Wind is caused by air which flows from an area of
As we try to fight the flu and winter’s blues. high pressure to an area of low pressure. Because of the rotation of the Earth, the wind
It will be so nice to see the grass a growing does not always go directly from a high pressure to low pressure area, but veers off to the
And the heat waves in the headlines of the news. right, if you live north of the equator. When high and low pressure areas are closer to-

gether, the stronger the winds will be. The wind is a two-edged sword because though it
But for now we keep our fingers crossed and wishing

That our cabin fever breaks, and Spring takes hold.
And dreams of playing golf and going fishing
Replace the winter snow banks and the cold.

is of such vast importance, it can also be harmful and even deadly.

Wind speed is measured in kilometres (or miles) per hour and the Beaufort scale is used
to identify the intensity of the wind. Here on the Gaspésie we see the effects on land and
on the water. Descriptions for water conditions caused by wind vary from calm and rip-

led all the way to exceptionally high waves and sea completely white with driving spray.
A.MacPherson, March 13, 2015 I(D)n land, the C(})fnditionspare des}c,rib%d from calm and Wiﬂ(I; Visil;yle in smoke to Widfsplzeai;
structural damage. We have pretty much experienced the whole scale here on the penin-
sula.

Many of the explorers and fishermen who travelled here hundreds of years ago did
so in ships powered by wind and sails. Later the people who colonized the Gaspé also
travelled here using the power of the wind. The wind assisted their voyages but they were
also hampered by the lack of wind. On days when there were little or no winds the long
passage became even more so.

The wind was, and continues to be, an important method of drying clothes. Today we
hang out our laundry because it is more environmentally friendly and because the smell
of the laundry when you bring it indoors is intoxicatingly aromatic. Newly dried sheets
are a special treat that first evening that they are on the bed. You can close your eyes and
be grateful for the clean environment. If you live close to the water the smell of the bay
or gulf is a distinctive and evocative experience.

We should have gratitude for the wind because without it we would not have waves!
We would surely miss the mesmerizing and relaxing sound of the water lapping on the
shore. The wind is also a powerful cause of erosion and those who live right beside the

water know full well that the wind is a powerful agent for change. People who have lived
here many years can attest to the changes in our coastline caused by wind and water.
The wind offers loads of recreational opportunities. Sailboats need wind. So do para-

IMPORTANT NOTICE sailers and kite flyers. Windsocks, flags and wind chimes would be faitly irrelevant with-

out the wind. Weather vanes would be inconsequential.

Please take note that obituaries, The wind is such a bountiful source of poetry and memorable song lyrics. Candle in
in memoriams, classifieds etc, the Wind by Elton John, Wayward Wind by Tex Ritter, Dust in the Wind by Kansas, Wind Be-
must now be prepaid. neath My Wings by Bette Midler and Swmmer Wind by Frank Sinatra are a few fine tunes
We accept VISA which mention the wind. The word is also contained in the title of books such as Gozne

and Mastercard. with the Wind, Wind in the Willows and Who Has Seen the Wind?

The future of wind here on the Gaspé Peninsula is wind turbines. Wind turbines are
As well, we have direct payment at the fastest growing source of electricity in the world. On the positive side it has the po-
he S fice tential to be one of the least expensive sources of power available and it is, of course, re-
the Speco ' newable. No dangerous waste is left behind. On the flip side, the environmental impact
is still a source of debate.

I think that we could call the Gaspé the “Windy Peninsula” but in a good way. Like all
of you I have had a mouthful of sand on a windy day at the beach. I have also laughed
heartily at a pedestrian whose umbrella flips inside out in the wind. But don’t complain
too vociferously, the wind has been, is now, and will continue to be, an important part of
our lives.

thegaspespec.com
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Rev Joshua Paetkau: “A long journey of discernment”

Cynthia Dow

@

GASPE: - The Anglican
parishes of Chaleur Bay are
looking forward to welcoming
a new priest this month. The
Reverend Joshua Paetkau will
work part-time until the end of
the school year when his
young family will join him in
New Carlisle.

The young man has worked
in the Gaspé for about six
months, and came to the
Chaleur Bay area last summer
to help then-incumbent Rev
Nicholas Forte with the vaca-
tion Bible Schools held in Port
Daniel and New Carlisle, so he
is not unfamiliar with the area.
He was ordained a priest on
February 3 at the Cathedral in
Quebec City. “It was a lovely
day,” he told SPEC, “There
were quite a few people from
the area there, and my sister
and her family came.”

The call to serve as a min-
ister came through what the
young man described as a
“long journey of discernment,
through the people in my life,
and through studying scrip-
ture.” Born in Alberta, he spent
his formative years in Bolivia
where his parents managed an
orphanage. “Their work and
ministry were anchored in
their faith,” he said. His

mother and father now live in
Winnipeg and still serve on the
board of directors of the or-
phanage.

Although raised in the
Mennonite faith, Rev Paetkau
attended the Anglican Church
while at university and he
found it a “warm, welcoming,
active community, involved in
social issues and wrestling
deeply with questions of
faith.” He particularly likes the
Anglican liturgy which he de-
scribes as including the “his-
torical memory of the
Church.”

It was a close friend at uni-
versity who ended up in the
Diocese of Quebec and who
planted the seed for the
Paetkau family to come to the
region. “My wife and I had
hoped for a rural setting, and
we feel blessed to work in a
place as beautiful as the
Gaspé. We also enjoy the
cross-cultural experience with
the English and French com-
munities.”

Having grown up on a
dairy farm, and having worked
in conservation, contact with
nature is important. “I feel pas-
sionate about serving rural
communities. There are a lot
of needs to support, and I like
the idea of reviving tradi-
tions.”

Fax: (506) 753-6156
millautoparts@nb.aibn.com

THE LARGEST AUTO RECYCLING
CENTRE IN NORTHERN N.B.

5 miles west of Campbellton
1(866) 753-4108 - (506) 753-4108

ALL PARTS ARE
GUARANTEED

75 Route 275
Glencoe, NB E3N 4Y2

Tel: 506-753-5454

(506) 753-4108

Please check the website
www.northshorecinema.ca
for a detailed listing

To book a special showing (Irene):

52 Roseberry St.
Campbellton, N.B.
E3N 2G4

Photo: Courtesy of J. Paetkau

Reverend Joshua Paetkau and family.

He currently lives at the
rectory in Wakeham with his
wife Bethany and their two
children, Solomon, 9 and
Rose, 6. They will be moving
to the New Carlisle rectory in

June or July. Bethany has a
background in music and
working for non-profit organi-
zations, and loves community
gardening.

Rev Paetkau told SPEC his

GO FOR A

Mocdzarn and Affordaola
Well dasignac
Quzlity norns

objective for his time in the
Chaleur Bay area is simply to
“encourage the work that is al-
ready happening and see to the
needs and desires of the peo-
ple.”

Dream it! Build it! Live it!
CHOOSE AN HMC BUILT HOUSE

Factory-built, sheltered from the weather using a method
which reduces costs and production time offering the highest
quality standards and the best energy efficiency

Representative
Robert Bilodeau

IMAGINE YOUR HMC HOME A move in ready home with the decor
of your choice and designed the way you want, no hassels, no worries

1877 666-3168

hmcmaison.com

RBQ: 8000-7883-06
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Desjardins Cup to take place in Paspebiac

5,000 spectators expected to attend games

@ Gilles Gagné
PASPEBIAC: — The 4lst
Desjardins Cup, regional

minor hockey championship,
will take place in Paspebiac,
at the new arena between
March 28 and April 1.

A minimum of 5,000 spec-
tators is expected to attend the
tournament.

Fourteen teams from the
region’s four zones will try to
win a spot for the Dodge Cup,
the Quebec-wide minor
hockey championship, which
will take place in the
Outaouais region three weeks

later. Up to 233 hockey play-
ers from four different levels,
(Atom, Peewee, Bantam and
Midget) will participate in the
event.

“Our goal is to have them
live the most beautiful sport
experience of their lives. We
want to go beyond what they
will live on the ice,” says
Christian Grenier, president
of Paspebiac’s Desjardins
Cup.

The Atom and Peewee cat-
egories will be represented by
one team from each of the
Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-
dalen Islands’ four zones; Fo-

rillon, Rocher, Baie des
Chaleurs and Magdalen Is-
lands.

“As for the Bantam and
Midget categories, we have
three teams. The Bantams of
Forillon and Rocher zones are
forming one team while the
Midgets of the Baie des
Chaleurs and Rocher zones
are playing together. The level
of hockey is very, very, very
high,” adds Christian Grenier.

Contact was reintroduced
in the Midget category this
year. It requires two referees
per game in addition to two
line judges. While the number
of hockey players is lower
than it was years ago, “it has
increased by 2% this year,”
says Hockey Gaspésie presi-
dent, Renaud Langlois.

Approximately 350 par-
ents and supporters from the
Magdalen Islands are ex-
pected with the four teams.
They will find lodging in the
area between New Richmond
and Chandler.

“They haven’t used the
ship (the CTMA Vacancier) in

also a training room at the
arena and a press room.

“There is not a bad seat in
the arena. The view is excel-
lent everywhere. We have six
large locker rooms, 801 seats
and between 200 and 400 ad-
ditional seats on the mezza-
nine. It gives us a minimum
of 1,200 seats plus the spots
where people can stand (...)
The temperature inside is 16
degrees, no matter the tem-
perature outside,” explains
Christian Grenier.

The organizing committee
requires the close involve-
ment of 20 people and close
to 80 additional volunteers.
The games will be aired on
the web.

The budget of the event
hovers between $50,000 and

$65,000. Caisses Desjardins
is providing $3,500 for this
year’s Desjardins Cup.

Christian Grenier admits
that one of the big sponsors
sought for the event, the Town
of Paspebiac, has yet to con-
firm its participation.

“We would like to avoid
the rental cost of the arena.
Our request was sent to the
council in December. We
haven’t received an answer
yet. [ am not worried but [ am
eager to get an answer,” he
explains.

Paspebiac has a new
mayor, Regent Bastien, who
was elected in November.
There are also some new
councillors on the municipal
council. Some of them did not
favour the new arena project.

=

Ville de Gaspé

RENOREGION program

Inscription period

the last three years. It in-
creases the spinoffs of the
hosting area. It sure represents
a logistic challenge, regarding
food and lodging (...) We are
very happy to greet them,”
points out Mr. Grenier.
Paspebiac last held the
Desjardins Cup in 2006 at the
former arena. At that time

Desjardins Cup president Christian Grenier is not worried yet
about the silence from the new municipal administration re-
garding the support expected from it but “I am eager to get an

answer.”

Photo: G. Gagn¢  there were only four locker

rooms. Now, there are six in
the new building, a factor that
should make the tournament
run more smoothly. There is

=

Ville de Gaspé

PUBLIC NOTICE
Enactment of By-law

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town Council, at its
special meeting held on February 19, 2018, has adopted the
following By-Law:

By-law 1361-18:

« Réglement modifiant le reglement 1356-17 pour imposer de
nouveaux tarifs pour les services d’aqueduc et d’égout et pour
’'assainissement des eaux en remplacant I'article 4.10..»

NOTICE is also given that this By-Law is deposited at the
office of the municipality and that the interested may there take
cognizance thereof during regular office hours.

GIVEN at Gaspe, February 28, 2018.

Isabelle Vézina,
Director of legal services and town clerk

The town of Gaspé wishes to inform the household owners that
they can subscribe to the RENOREGION program from
February 19th to March 9th of 2018. The program provides
financial assistance in the form of a grant that varies,
depending on household income, between 95% and 20% of
the cost of eligible work.

People who are interested may make an appointment with the
responsible to fill in the registration form.

For the appointment, you must have in your possession:

Notices of assessment federal and provincial for 2016 of
EVERYONE who lives in the house;

Admissibility criteria

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A 95% ASSISTANCE RATE,
OCCUPANT OWNERS SHALL MEET THE FOLLOWING
CRITERIA:

Have an annual household income not exceeding
(according to the 2016 assessment notices):

- 24000 $ for a household of one (1) person
or couple

- 29500 $ for a household of two (2) to
three (3) people (except for couple)

- 33000 $ for a household of four (4) to five
(5) people

- 38500 $ for a household of six (6) people
or more;

The municipal evaluation of the residence cannot exceed
115000 $ ;

Not having received financial assistance from the
RénoVillage or RénoRégion Program during the last 10
years ;

Not having received financial assistance from the
Réparation d’Urgence Program (PRU) during the last 5
years.

To make an appointment, please contact the Urbanism
department of the Town of Gaspe at 418-368-2104 extension
8530.

N.B.  Other eligibility conditions may apply and the granting
of financial assistance is conditional on the sums being
allocated for this program by the Québec government to the
Cbte-de-Gaspé MRC.
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2017 Report of the de Gaspé Chapter IODE

NEW CARLISLE: - Another
year of effective and fruitful
activities have been accom-
plished in our chapter. It was
all done with the efficient
guidance of our President,
Mrs. Olive Smollett, and her
able committee members. Ms.
Valerie Gilker agreed to be
our Honourary Regent for the
year. Our membership re-
mained at twenty-one per-
sons. We held one executive
meeting, one annual, and
seven regular meetings. Also
we participated in an after-
noon tea and two dinner meet-
ings.

In January, the executive
members met to finalize the
annual reports, while the Feb-
ruary meeting was concerned
with other issues. Thank-you
notes and cards were read
from those shut-ins who re-
ceived food baskets, poinset-
tias or chocolates during the
Christmas season.

In March our honourary
regent was selected and in
April, we were encouraged by
our National Chapter to give
a “good citizenship” awards

to celebrate the IODE 150th
anniversary. The criteria was
set up for this and $150 worth
of books was divided between
two students - one from
NCHS and one from SPDS.
The recipients of these awards
went to Jasmine Larocque of
SPDS and Addyson Renouf of
NCHS.

Brochures were prepared
in May with the express pur-
pose of distribution to poten-
tial members to our chapter.
At the same meeting, mem-
bers voted to place a large pot
of flowers at the outdoor main
entrance of the Gilker Resi-
dence. The reason for this
gesture is to thank them for
the use of their dining room
for several of our meetings.

Our June meeting was held
at the Chateau Blanc Hotel in
Bonaventure. A delightful
dinner was enjoyed by mem-
bers and their invited guests.
The de Gaspé Chapter bur-
saries were presented at grad-
uations of NCHS and the
Paspébiac Polyvalent. Recipi-
ents were Simon Huard of
Paspebiac and Eleanne Lan-

And what better way to
kick it off than by joining
the Amnesty Interna-
tional online book club?
Launched in 2014, the
project encourages read-
ers, libraries and book
clubs to read beyond the
book. This means the
club not only features ex-

ready belong to one.

by Gail Anderson-Dargatz.

bookclub.ca.

Cozy up to winter reading with
this inspiring book club idea

(NC) Curling up with a great book during the chilly, snowy
months is an experience that many of us look forward to.

cellent literature, it also shares interactive author inter-
views, podcast episodes, challenging discussion questions
and rich background on the human rights aspects of popu-
lar novels. The beauty of this virtual community is the ac-
cess to it all from your personal web-enabled device — you
can discuss the books online on the Goodreads discussion
group, read the guide to delve deeper into the books, learn
more about current human rights issues, and take action by
signing a petition or writing a letter if you choose to, all
free and from the comfort of your home. You can also
choose to use the material in your own book club if you al-

The book club newsletter has over 6,000 subscribers and
is emailed monthly with the latest news in books, actions,
reflective essays and a special discussion guide. Books rec-
ommended by other writers are also included on the list,
such as Monkey Beach by Eden Robinson, Funny Boy by
Shyam Selvadurai, 419 by Will Ferguson, Laughing All the
Way to the Mosque by Zarqa Nawaz, and A Recipe for Bees

If you're looking for a no-commitment, comprehensive,
high-quality book club with a take on human rights, then
the Amnesty International book club is for you. With more
exciting books coming this year, it's a great time to
join.Learn more or join the book club at www.amnesty-

glois of NCHS. The Jean Fos-
ter Bursary was awarded to
Allison McGregor.

A rare get-together was
held in July with a special
purpose in mind. It was an af-
ternoon tea at the Kempfter
House in recognition of mem-
bers who live elsewhere, but
were home for the holidays.

It was back to work in
September. A donation of
$500 was given to the Gilker
Residence for bingo prizes.

Also, we arranged, as in other
years, to have two members
help with registration at the
Terry Fox Run in Hope Town.

In October and November,
our meetings were largely
taken up with regular busi-
ness. These are plans which
are needed to be made for
Christmas and for 2018,
which is our chapter’s 90th
birthday.

Our year ended with a fes-
tive turkey dinner at the Her-

itage Restaurant in New
Carlisle. Our usual practice of
a gift exchange was substi-
tuted with a free-will offering,
which was donated to the
Royal Canadian Legion to
buy gifts for their Children’s
Christmas Party. Also, $100
was sent to the Labrador
Snack Pack and $75 to the
Canadian Disaster Fund.

Elizabeth LeGros
Communications Secretary

Innovation
that excites

NISSAN

CONQUERALL
CONDITIONS

COMPACT SUV

QASHQAI

LEASE FROM $239 / MONTH WITH $2,295 DOWN. ‘
THAT'S $ £ FOR

LIKE 39
PAYING /WEEK MONTHS

on the 2018 Qashgai S MT.

SALES EVENT

DRIVE I : V’EVERY WITH )A f\EagTNHG
_! NEVV 2 A

SHORT LEASE - LOW PAYMENTS

Micra SR shown*

THAT'S £
LIKE $ 2 4
PAYING /WEEK MONTHS

on the 2017 Micra SV with automatic transmission.

NISSAN #NTELLIGENT MOBILITY

FOR

Dual Zone Automatic
Temperature Control

Cl

RearView Monitor?

Heated Front
Seats

Intelligent Forward
Emergency Braking®

[a] «©»
w
o
o Power heated Cruise control
) outside mirrors
o
=
3 :I:
w
3 Traction Control Bluetooth Hands
System Free Phone System’
with automatic transmission
LEASE FROM $166 / MONTH
WITH $1,295 DOWN.
bo showr
with automatic transmission
LEASE FROM $214 / MONTH
WITH $2,295 DOWN.
auto
TRADER
*TOP PICK*

SUBCOMPACT SUV OF THE YEAR

VISIT CHOOSENISSAN.CA FOR MORE DETAILS. | THE QUEBEC NISSAN RETAILERS ASSOCIATION

THAT'S
LIKE $4
PAYING /

WEEK 24 MONTHS

on the 2018 Sentra SV with CVT.

NO CHARG

—— INTELLIGENT

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE’

ON THE 2017 QASHQAI (Maximum value of $2,200)
‘ Upon cash purchase or finance through NCF at standard rate

FOR

Oashqa SL Plat num shown*

ROY NISSAN

158, boulevard Gaspé, Gaspé, Quebec
Tel.: (418) 368-6226 / Fax.: (418) 368-1221
E-mail: roynissanventes@cgocable.ca
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Business Professional

DIRECTORY

Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 120
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 + Fax (418) 752-6935

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

Gilles Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary
Gaél Tremblay, notary

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 « Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay @notarius.net

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

By Appointment

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec G4X 1E5

Forage Moreau Inc.

418-392-9501
Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

LES SERVICES INVESTORS LIMITEE*

Gérald Bourdages Tel: 418-368-5481
Financial Planner
and Representative for Fax: 418-368-1782
Mutual Funds
E-Mail: Gerald.Bourdages@Investorsgroup.com

A member company of Power Corporation

Maison funéraire
Funeral home

W
7
b;,‘ll_// 978 rearse o Bp{éwpw* 9'/’?’6 e

Michel Bélanger, Owner

Staff: Michel Bélanger, Anthony Bélanger, Chantal Corbet

www.belangerfils.com
mfbelangeretfils @globetrotter.net
Tel.: (418) 752-3834 - Fax: (418) 752-2264

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West, Paspebiac (Quebec)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - FREE DELIVERY

500-102, AVENUE DAIGNEAULT, CHANDLER, QUE.

98 ROUTE 132 WEST, PERCE, QUE.

Flower Shop

e Green plants

e Luminary trees

e Picture frames

e Floral arrangements
for all occasions

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West,
Paspebiac (Quebec) GOC 2K0

Tel.: (418) 752-3834
www.jardindorchidees.com

Owner: Michel Bélanger
Staff: Chantal Corbet, Roselyne
Garrett & Sonia St-Pierre

MONUMENTS P. FOURNIER

GUARANTEED QUALITY ~ Hfisne
Tel: 418-892-5312 Monument:
Cell: 418-355-4799 Limited _

pfmonuments@gmail.com A Division of MGI

641 Forillon Blvd, Gaspé, Que.

WE ALSO REPLACE
FOUNDATIONS, AND
PROVIDE CLEANING
AND REPAINTING.

Proud to serve you!

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Distributors of petroleum products: diesel, furnace oil, stove oil, gas and motor oil

HEAD OFFICE:
Bonaventure

125 Route 132
Bonaventure, QC GOC 1EO
Tel.: (418) 534-2777

Fax: (418) 534-4210
csc@petrolescpoirier.com

Chandler

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ® 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East ® 418-689-5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West e 418-759-5553

125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC GOC 1KO
Tel: (418) 689-2595

IN BUSINESS FOR 35 YEARS

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

Gaspé

216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé QC G4X 2B3

Tel.: (418) 368-8777

BILINGUAL
SERVICE

MEMBER
OF
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Birth

o

GREEN: Arlo
Born to Cam and Lauren Green, December 31, 2017

/

in Minden, Ontario. Grandson to Dawn and Trent
Ogilvie and great-grandson to Verna Gray Chicoyne,
formerly of Barachois, now residing in Oakville, Ont.
Lauren is Vera’s grand-daughter, and Dawn is Verna’s
daughter. He’s beautiful!

Obituaries

-

-

/
BOUDREAU LEBLANC: Gisele

At the Residence Saint-Joseph de Maria, Mrs. Gisele
Leblanc Boudreau, wife of Mr. Roger Boudreau of New
Richmond, passed away February 2, 2018, at the age of
85.

She leaves to mourn, her husband Roger, children
Manon (Therry), Marc, Caty (Gilles); her grandchil-
dren: Jean-Marc, Jason, Justin, Alexandre, Gabriel
(Ammie) Olivier; also Piero and Charlie; her great-
grandchildren, Lou and Adele; her brothers, sister and
many nephews and nieces. She was predeceased by
her son Michel.

Her funeral will be held in August to accommodate
her family members. The family thanks all the staff at
the Résidence Saint-Joseph for their attention and the
quality of their care.

PHOTO QUALITY

Please keep in mind when sub-

mitting photos of a loved one

please do not send in photo-

copies, copies printed

off a home colour printer or

the cards given out at the fu-

neral home. The quality of your

photo will not reproduce well in the newspaper.

COFFIN: Alexander (Sandy)

With sadness, the family of Sandy Coffin announces
his sudden passing on November 12, 2017. Sandy was
born in Gaspé in 1944, son of the late Alexander and
Marion Coffin. He is predeceased by his wife of 48
years, Kathy Coffin, and his brother Leigh Coffin.

Sandy is survived by his sons, Alex and Marc (Jen-
nifer); and daughter, Maggie (PJ), all of the Saint John
area. He is also survived by his sisters Myrna Landers
and Marilyn Miller (Russell); six grandchildren:
Alexandra, Lily, Jesse, Ella, Benjamin and Eric; and, ex-
tended family throughout Canada.

Sandy grew up hunting, fishing and travelling the
roads of Gaspé. These interests remained close to his
heart his whole life, frequently returning to Gaspé to
commiserate with family and friends. He learned his
steady work ethic under the watchful eye of his father
at the family’s carpentry business, Atelier Coffin. His
early success as a student pushed him to be a solid ed-
ucator in his own right, following in the footsteps of
his mother.

Sandy graduated with his B.A. from Mount Allison
University; B. Ed. and M.Ed. from UNB. With his edu-
cation, Sandy embarked on a career spanning over 30
years as teacher (NB and NL), Vice Principal (NB) and
finally, Principal (NB).

Following retirement, Sandy enjoyed all things re-
lated to literature, cars and hunting. Sandy and Kathy
relished their over 40 years of happy times spent with
friends and family at the Coffin PEI cottage and the
Gaspé Coffin homestead. He enjoyed a reputation as a
fair and reasonable man, dedicated to his wife. When
not with Kathy, Sandy could be found cackling with
his loyal best friend, Mac. He was a voracious reader
and, like his father before him, a sharp conversational-
ist with an intellectually gifted mind.

Sandy will be laid to rest with Kathy on PEI in spring
2018.

4 N

Card of Thanks

St. Andrew's Anglican Church, New
Carlisle members would like to thank
everyone who came to the pancake sup-
per on Tuesday, February 13. Also thanks
for donations from those who were not
able to come. A huge thank- you to those
who helped prepare and cook pancakes,
sausages, fruit salad and beans and those
who donated prizes and especially those
of you who worked at this event. Your
help was greatly appreciated.

In Memory

BILLINGSLEY: Ellen Karen
September 6, 1958 - March 5, 1977
In loving memory of dear daughter who was killed
suddenly March 5, 1977.
In the glory of youth you were taken,
When many things were planned,
No wonder our hearts are broken,
It’s something we can’t understand.
We shared so many happy days,
We shared some sad ones too,
But the saddest time of all,
Was the night that we lost you.
If we could have life’s dearest wish,
And all earth’s treasures too,
Or pick from heaven what we could,
Dear Karen we would ask for you.
We miss you so much, our hearts are sore,
As time goes on, we miss you more,
Your loving smile, your gentle face,
No one can fill your vacant place.
Loved always, remembered always, sadly missed
by mother, Constance, sisters Cynthia, Landis, brothers
Todd, Jan, Richard, John and George.

-

~

-

MCWHIRTER: Lindsay
In loving memory of a dear husband, father and
grandfather, Lindsay McWhirter, who passed away on
March 2, 2016.
Time speeds on, two years have passed,
Since death its gloom, its shadow cast.
Within our home where all seemed bright,
And took from us a shining light.
We miss that light and ever will,
His vacant place there’s none to fill.
Down here we mourn but not in vain,
For up in heaven we will meet again.
Forever loved, remembered and sadly missed by
wife Viola and family.

/

Classic
Memorials

Four Generations of
Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REPS:
Albert Burton - New Richmond 418-392-4598
418-752-6041

418-759-3270

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle

Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules
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Classified

Do you need help to fix your
computer? Call Patrick Carney at
418-752-0021 from Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Covering the Port-
Daniel-Gascons to the Caplan
area. (M7)

COAST ROUND-UP

POINTE NAVARRE:
Mass of St. Peregrine

The mass of St. Peregrine, patron
saint of the sick suffering from
cancer and long-term diseases,
will be celebrated on Tuesday,
March 6 at 7 p.m. at the Shrine
of Pointe-Navarre. Welcome to all

GASPE:

Annual General Meeting
The public is asked to please note
that the Annual General Meeting
of the Gaspé Cancer Foundation
will be held on Sunday, March
4 at 1 p.m. at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion. All citizens of the
MRC Cote de Gaspé are invited to
attend. Complimentary coffee,
tea and cheese to follow.

GASPE:

Membership Campaign
The citizens of the MRC of Cote
de Gaspé are asked to please
note that the Annual Gaspé Can-
cer Foundation Membership Cam-
paign will officially begin in
March. The blue registration
form can be found in your March
12 Publi-sac. Membership fees
are $12 per year. New members
have a 30-day waiting period be-
fore being eligible to receive their
travel assistance. If you are a
member in good standing, are af-
flicted with cancer and must
travel outside the region for treat-
ment, you are eligible for the fol-
lowing  travel  assistance:
Chandler $40, Maria $70, Ri-
mouski $120, Riviere-du-Loup
$150, Québec $160, Montreal
and Sherbrooke $220. The Gaspé
Cancer Foundation has returned
$286,468 in travel assistance to
its members who needed to
travel outside our region for
treatment since its inception in
2003.

YORK:
90th Birthday Celebration

Gosh and b’ glory, Bridget Mc-
Donald, is about to reach her
90th year. So please join us for a
wee bit of blarney and a lot of
Irish cheer. We will celebrate this
milestone birthday with Bridget
on Saturday, March 17 from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. at the York River
Community Hall. Best wishes
only. Gift her only with the hon-
our of your presence.

YORK:

Advance Notice
Wakeham ACW will be holding its
annual summer sale and tea on
Saturday, July 7 at York River

Community Hall. We will have
baked goods, a handicraft table,
white elephant table, and mys-
tery parcels. Afternoon tea will be
served ($5). Doors open at 2
p.m.

YORK:

Supper and Dance
Friday, March 16: The York
River Seniors Club will hold a St.
Patrick's supper and dance (main
meal Irish stew, dessert ginger-
bread and green whipped cream)
in the York Community Center.
Cocktails at 5 p.m. with music
and dance to follow. Let's all get
out and enjoy an Irish evening of
entertainment with live music
from our seniors band, along with
an Irish Coffee and a green beer.
Bar services available. The cost is
$15 for members and $20 for
non-members. Tickets must be
purchased in advance. Please
contact Alfred Cassidy or Tony
Patterson.

BARACHOIS:

Legion Branch 261
Upcoming Events
Every Monday: The Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Branch 261, will be
having a bingo at 7 p.m. at the
Legion.  Thursday Nights:
Darts will be held beginning at 7
p.m. New players welcome. No

experience necessary.

PORT DANIEL:

Upcoming Events
The following events will be held
at the Golden Age Hall in Port
Daniel.
March 17: St. Patricks Supper;
April 6: Gift Bingo
May 12: Mother’s Day Tea.

SHIGAWAKE:

Upcoming Activities
The following events will be held
by the Shigawake Community
Center.
Sunday, March 4: Skidoo
rally/lumberjack supper. Register
at 12 p.m. Rally starts at 1 p.m.
Followed by supper. Door prizes.
Everyone is welcome for the sup-
per. Rally and supper $20, sup-
per only $12.
Friday, March 30: Easter activ-
ities for children. 1 p.m. - 3:30
p.m. free.
Monday April 2: Easter Gift
Bingo, 7 p.m. Canteen services
available. $10 or 3 for $20.
Monday, May 13: Mother’s Day
Brunch, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10, 7-
12 years old $5, children 6 and
under free.

HOPE TOWN:

Upcoming Activities
The following activities will be
held at the Hope Town Commu-
nity Center,
Saturday, March 3: A crib tour-
nament will be held at 1 p.m.
$10 per person. Please register
your team by March 1. Call Au-
drey or Linda 418-752-2015.
Saturday, March 10: Military
Whist beginning at 8 p.m. Come
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and join us for a night of fun.

NEW CARLISLE:
Gift Bingo

The New Carlisle Dart Club will be
holding a gift bingo for the Legion
on March 10 at 7 p.m. Proceeds
will go to the New Carlisle Legion.
If you would like to make a dona-
tion, you can drop it off at the Le-
gion or call Darlene at
418-752-4312.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel Services
Sunday: Breaking of Bread for
Believers - 9:30 a.m.; Sunday
night service - 7 p.m.; Wednes-
day: Bible study and prayer - 7
p.m. “You Must Be Born Again.”

NEW CARLISLE:
We have moved!

To all members of the Linda
LeMore-Brown Foundation. We
are pleased to announce that we
have moved to a new building.
We will be happy to serve you at
our new and improved building
located at 168, Gérard D Lev-
ésque, New Carlisle (Old Laurent-
ian Bank). For any other
information, please call 418-752-
5995! Thank you for your under-
standing!

NEW CARLISLE:

Calling all Girl Guides...
Were you ever a Spark, Brownie,
Guide, Pathfinder, Guider or even
a Commissioner? You may be
interested in participating in a
reunion  which is just in the
planning stages, to take place in
the summer of 2018. Thanks to
all those who have been in
contact with us concerning the
Guiding activity. There will be
quite a bit of preparation for this
activity, so if you are interested,
please give your name prior to
the date. We are looking at a day
from 2 p.m. until after campfire
(8 pm.) If you would like to help
with this or if you are interested
in coming, please contact Betty
Anne at bettyasmollett @gmail.
com or call 418- 752-6181.

NEW CARLISLE:

Monthly Breakfast
The New Carlisle 50+ Club will be
holding its monthly breakfast at
the Heritage Restaurant on
Wednesday, March 14, at 9
a.m.

NEW CARLISLE:

Upcoming Activities
The following activities will be
held by Heritage New Carlisle at
the New Carlisle Town Hall.
Saturday, March 17: A
telethon from 10 a.m. until 3
p.m.
Friday, April 13: Spring Soup
and Sweets from 11:30 a.m. - 1
p.m.
May 11: Soup and Sweets from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please note There will be no card
games until further notice.

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week

CLASSIFIED: $6 per week
Please send your ad to: joan.spec @globetrotter.net

DEADILINE FOR THIS PAGE: THURSDAY

NEW RICHMOND:

Annual General Meeting
Duthie Point, formerly known as
British Heritage Village, will hold
its Annual General Meeting on
Tuesday, March 27 at 7 p.m,,
at the New Richmond Town Hall,
99 Place Suzanne-Guité in New
Richmond. The agenda will in-
clude the financial statements as
well as a presentation of the ac-
tual development plan, the past
year’s investments, projects and
activities. Refreshments will be
served. Everyone is welcome.
Come and join us!

NEW RICHMOND:
Ham and Scalloped
Potato Supper

The United Church will be hold-
ing @ ham and scalloped potato
supper on April 14 from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. Adults $10, Children
under 12 $6. Takeouts available
starting at 4 p.m.

NEW RICHMOND: o
Friperie Entraide de L'E.P.E.
Opening hours every Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We sell
good quality clothing for $1 or $2
etc... We also offer you hundreds
of free pieces of clothing and ob-
jects of all kinds every week.
Come eat a homemade
meal with us. A freewill offering
is appreciated. 248 Perron Blvd.
West, New Richmond. Tel. (418)
392-5161.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Legion Meeting

The Royal Canadian Legion,

Branch 172 meets monthly on a

regular basis every third Satur-

day at the Legion, located at 55

Gallagher St.

CASCAPEDIA-ST. JULES:
Cribbage Tournament
The Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 172, will be having Crib-
bage Tournaments on March
11, and March 25, at 1:30 p.m
.at the Legion. The cost will be
$10 per person. Everyone is en-
couraged to attend these events.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:

50+ Club Activities
Every Thursday: Dame de
Pique at 1 p.m. $5 per person.
Every Tuesday Night: Grocery
Bingo at 7 p.m. (2 cards for $5,
each additional card $1).

Please tell our
advertisers you saw
their ad in
The Gaspé Spec

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

Please note that the book room is

now open Wednesday after-

noon from 1 - 4 p.m. On other

days, please contact Kathleen Pa-

quet at 418-392-4896.

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m. at the Mawiomi Treat-
ment Centre, located at 85
School Street in Gesgapegiag.
Everyone welcome! For more in-
formation call 418-759-3522.
N.A. is a non-profit fellowship of
men and women for whom drugs
have become a major problem.
We are recovering addicts who
meet regularly to help each other
stay clean. This is a program of
complete abstinence from all
drugs. There is only one require-
ment for membership, the desire
to stop using.

Rotary Calendar Winners
The lucky Rotary calendar win-
ners for the week of February 18
are Ghislaine Bourdages, Janine
Porlier, John Homorowsky, Jean-
Pierre Cormier, Jean Beaulieuy,
Jean-Claude Blanchard and Ian
Gilker.

BLANKET CLASSIFIEDS

QCNA  (Quebec  Community
Newspapers Association) can
place your classified ad into 20
weekly papers throughout Que-
bec - papers just like the one you
are reading right now! One phone
call does it all' Call us at QCNA
514-697-6330. Visit:
WWWw.qcna.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397. -
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY
with your own bandmill - cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready
to ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400
OT. 1-800-567-0404 ext:4000T.

UNITED CHURCH

Sunday, March 4
Worshipping with Anglicans
Shigawake 11 a.m.

ANGLICAN
CHURCH OF
CANADA

Sunday, March 4
New Carlisle

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Shigawake
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist

PARISH OF GASPE

Sunday, March 4
Gaspe
10 a.m. Morning Prayer




CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS
1. One-time Moroccan
kingdom

4. One who entertains
8. Not in favor of

10. Couture

11. Nonflowering plant

12. Of Christian fasting

season
13. Of birds
15. Dealt with
16. Duplicate
17. More liquid

18. Inconsequential
21. Doctor of Education

22. Electroencephalo-
graph

23. Partner to the carrot

24. Not young

25. Discontinued Apple
advertising platform

26. Car mechanics group

27. Treats allergies

34. Rather

35. African nation (alt. sp.)

36. Suffering

37. Away to raise

38. Hairstyle

39. Vehicle part

40. Subject matters

41. One who can see the
future

42. German courtesy title
43. Female sibling
CLUES DOWN

1. Jungle vacation

oW X W n

2.
3.
4.
5.

15.
17.

19.
20.

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
36.

Off-kilter
Takes off
Passing
Where to plug in
devices
Drive
Take care of
City in Finland
Dyed
Small invertebrate
Holiday beverage
€99 __
Hawaiian club
Rural Free Delivery
(abbr.)
Most impoverished
British romance
novelist Pollock
Burgers
Organization of
American States
Lacking contact with
other people
Sex Pistols bassist
Vicious
One who uses a rod
and line to fish
Expression of
surprise
Get older
Rooney and Kate
are two
Wild goats
Cores
Walks into
A way to accustom
Wet nurse

You are never too young....

It is never too early and you are never too young to learn
to read. Five-month-old Arizona Grace Lee is checking out
what’s new in her community. Thank you to her grand-
parents Sheri and Fred Lee of New Carlisle for submitting
this endearing photo.

DID YOU KNOW?

Quebec City is the only
walled North American
city north of Mexico,
and was the first city in
North America

to be designated

a UNESCO

World Heritage Site!

Exploring fun facts about Canada is just one of the many
ways to celebrate Canada at 150.
We invite you to join us in celebrating what makes
Canada unique and special to you as we mark this historic

milestone anniversary!
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What’s This Artifact? ¢

Answer: These gauges are
slipped under an attached
wooden clapboard and locked.
Having been pre-set to the de-
sired exposure of the weather,
the new clapboard is inserted
in the upper slot and is nailed.
With two or even three units,
one person could install wood
clapboard to a guaranteed
level by himself.

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, you may need to muscle
your way through some projects,
especially if your energy levels
wane. Put your nose to the grind-
stone and work your way through
things.

TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, you are not one for letting
obstacles get in your way. In fact,
you find a way to go over or under
any roadblocks. This makes you an
asset to any team.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, if you have been forgetful
about keeping tabs on your fi-
nances, you may be in for a sur-
prise. Make an effort to more
closely monitor your financial situa-
tion.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Don’t be so quick to write off some-
one you thought was out of your
life, Cancer. This person may play
an integral role in your life this
week.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

You might need to channel some
newfound excitement, Leo. Per-
haps there is a special project
brewing or a party on the horizon.
Keep up the good cheer.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, everyone makes mistakes,
and those who move forward learn
from their past errors. If you stum-
ble, dust yourself off and get back
into the game this week.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23

Don’t consistently doubt yourself,
Libra. Be confident that you can
make decisions that will ensure
your family’s success and happi-
ness for years to come.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Juggling too many items at once
often ends with one of the balls
dropping, Scorpio. Call on your
support network to lend a helping
hand when the juggling act gets too
difficult.

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21
Friends may flock to you and your
jovial attitude this week, Sagittarius.
Beat the winter blues by hosting a
party, and it can be a win for all in-
volved.

CAPRICORN — Dec 22/Jan 20
Loosen up the reins on something
you have been holding onto tightly.
This may mean giving a child a little
more freedom to explore or involv-
ing others in a work assignment.
AQUARIUS — Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, it's time to put some new
ideas in motion. Channel your en-
ergy into projects that will show-
case your talents and vision for the
future.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, creative endeavors may
need to be shelved for a little while
as you focus on practical tasks. It
won'’t be long before you can return
to them.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
FEBRUARY 25
Sean Astin, Actor (47)
FEBRUARY 26
Nate Ruess, Singer (36)
FEBRUARY 27
Josh Groban, Singer (37)
FEBRUARY 28
Ali Larter, Actress (42)
MARCH 1
Kesha, Singer (31)
MARCH 2
Rebel Wilson, Actress (38)
MARCH 3
Ronan Keating, Singer (41)
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

Print or digital
1 year $46[ | 6 mths $25[ |

Outside Canada (Print)
Foreign: 1 year $165 ] 208-B Gérard D. Levesque Blvd

Please enclose your cheque or money order or call New Carlisle, Quebec
our office with your credit card. GO0C 1z20

Business & Professional

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!
Tel.: 418-368-0288
28 St-Patrick, Douglastown, Quebec alohonsebernard.ca
Email: centre.douglas@douglastown.net ﬁ@ﬁg}%’}}ﬁ”“’”“
DOUGLASTOWN.NET CPA
FORALL YOUR
BUSINESS AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS,
CONTACT US!
www.sadc-cae.ca Baie-des-Chaleurs 418.392.5014
Haute-Gaspésie 418.763.5355
Canada Economic Development offers a Gaspé 41 83682906
financial support to the SADC ROCher-PerCé 41 86895699
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