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Right whale now haunts lobster 
fishermen, says their representative 
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Although it was foggy, the weather was nice Saturday morning when Port Daniel lobster fish-
erman William (Tony) Dow started off the lobster season.

PASPEBIAC: – “Exagger-
ated” measures to protect
right whales are creating a
“psychosis” that is affecting
the lobster season, because
some areas could be marked
by the temporary closure of
catches.

Gaspesian lobster fisher-
men, like their colleagues
from the Magdalen Islands
and from the North Shore,
had an outstanding year in
2017. 

In the Gaspé Peninsula,
their catches of 2,950 metric
tonnes brought in $45.4 mil-
lion, a clear record following
consecutive record years. In
the Magdalen Islands, the
fishermen earned $67.1 mil-
lion collectively, a record too,
just like on the North Shore,
where they brought in $3.7
million. The Quebec total of
$116 million therefore repre-
sents an absolute record,
52.3% higher than the previ-
ous one just set in 2016.

So there was room for op-
timism this year but that was
before the implementation of
rules to protect right whales,
rules that are considered ex-
aggerated by O’Neil Cloutier,
director general of the South-
ern Gaspé Professional Fish-
ermen Group. He vigorously
criticizes the management of
the situation by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.  

“Minister Dominic
Leblanc creates a psychosis
among fishermen. He is up-
setting a whole industry. The
lobster fishermen find them-
selves on the accused side
while we have never had any
interaction with whales, right
whales or other types of

whales. We sure hear them,
we see them way off the coast
but we never had them entan-

gled in our fishing gear,” ex-
plains Mr. Cloutier.

In 2017, two cases of right

12 casualties in Canadian wa-
ters. One of the two entangle-
ment cases was certain while
the second one was highly
probable. In both cases, the
entanglement took place in
crab fishing gear.

Crab fishermen were tar-
geted before lobster fisher-
men and they have to stay out
of a 14,000 square kilometre
rectangle (see side article on
page 8). The situation should
be quite different in the case
of lobster fishermen, points
out O’Neil Cloutier.

“We fish in shallow water,
one mile from the coast at
most. This is not right whale
territory,” he emphasizes.

He was also infuriated by
the lack of accuracy in the
initial documents sent to the
Gaspesian lobster fishermen.
The documents made very
few references to the right
whale situation or protection
measures, but they included a
map where a large part of the
Gaspé Peninsula coast was
subject to lobster fishing clo-
sures because of its relative
proximity to the Miscou Is-
land area in New Brunswick,
which is considered a feeding
zone for the right whales.

“If we apply the rules al-
ready announced in New
Brunswick, they could apply
a dynamic closure in part of
an area covering the coast
from Port Daniel-Gascons to
Malbay River, in Percé, for
15 days if only one live right
whale is seen,” says Mr.
Cloutier.

In the case of lobster fish-
ing, a dynamic closure, a
term selected to signify that it
is not permanent, would

whale entanglements in fish-
ing gear were noticed.  This
explains some of last year’s

Cont'd on page 9Lobster fisherman George Skene leaving Shigawake harbour early Saturday morning.
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Getting out of  the black hole
Thierry Haroun
GASPÉ PENINSULA: - The Mouvement Action Chômage de la
Gaspésie, a regional organization that defends the rights of  the un-
employed, has made a rare positive statement concerning a recent
federal decision regarding the Employment Insurance Program.
“After two months, we finally received clear answers from the gov-
ernment that confirms that all the unemployed that have been
faced with the black hole will be eligible to receive an allocation be-
tween $300 and $547 per week, retroactively, to February 27. This
is a step in the right direction, but it doesn’t settle this black hole
problem in the long term,” mentions the organization. These spe-
cial premiums are destined to those who will accept to follow a
training program offered by Emploi-Québec and that were faced
with what is called the black hole, which is a period without any
revenue between the end of  their EI premiums and the start of
their summer work season. That period can last between 8 to 10
weeks. For further information, you can contact your Local Em-
ployment Center. There’s one located in Gaspé, Chandler and
Bonaventure. 

A great achievement
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: - Two students from Cascapedia-St-
Jules recently proved that with much perseverance, effort and ded-
ication we can achieve our goals. On April 14, Scott and Jake
Legouffe obtained their black belt in Taekwondo. 

Obtaining a black belt in this sport is not just defined by the
colour of  a belt but also by an attitude and the two brothers are a
great example of  what is required to be a black belt.

Under the supervision of  Master Bernard Provost and Rock
Mercier they demonstrated to the public the result of  many years
of  practice and hard work. “For many years now, I’ve had the
chance to see them grow and become better individuals and I am
more than proud of  them,” said Rock Mercier.

Jake Legouffe, Rock Mercier and Scott Legouffe.

thegaspespec . com

Community 
organizations are exhausted
An additional $13 million needed for our region 

GASPÉ PENINSULA: Em-
ployees of community organ-
izations are faced with
exhaustion and precarious-
ness: an unbearable situation!
That’s the headline of a recent
open letter made public by
community organizations in
the province. The organiza-
tions are asking the Quebec
government for better financ-
ing. This includes the 80 com-
munity groups of the
Gaspésie and Madgalen Is-
lands. 

“Working in the commu-
nity sector is like being in a
constant emergency situation.
It’s helping people that are
abandoned by society. It’s
playing an essential role to
those in need but it’s not val-
ued by the government as it
should be. To compensate for
such a lack of recognition and
resources, many community
workers entirely devote their
time to their respective organ-
izations and community to a
point that their own health is
being put in danger,” is stated
in the letter. “Despite that sit-
uation, these workers who
have a minimum of working
conditions don’t declare all
their working hours. The bur-
den for these people is getting
heavier and heavier with con-
sequences in terms of social,
economic and psychological

problems,” mentions the let-
ter. In that context, the Que-
bec Independent Community
Organizations Group repre-
senting 72,000 workers is
asking the Quebec govern-
ment to add $475 million to
these organizations on an an-
nual basis so that they can
keep up with the growing de-
mand.

Spec reached Geneviève
Giguère, the coordinator for
the ROCGÎM which repre-
sents 80 community organiza-
tions mainly in the health
sector in the Gaspésie and
Magdalen Region. Of the
$475 million asked on the
provincewide scale, $13 mil-
lion is needed for our region
on an annual basis so that
these groups could make ends
meet and, at the same time,
offer decent working condi-
tions to its workers. “What
workers are faced with across
the province is also observed

in our own region. The daily
reality is the same,” points our
Geneviève Giguère. 

“Did you know that we are
so underfinanced that 75% of
my members must stop their
operations (for a few weeks)
every year so that they can
balance their budget? More-
over, I have in mind two com-
munity workers that left our
sector because they were to-
tally exhausted and fed up
with asking themselves if
their organization would be
able to balance its budget,
find the personnel, find fi-
nancing and so forth. These
two people were devoted
workers. Managing a commu-
nity group is also about ac-
counting, doing some
representation, finding volun-
teers, mobilizing a governing
board, etc. Working in our
sector is an extraordinary
challenge but it’s very stress-
ful,” she concluded.
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Police report
On April 25 a road accident claimed the life of  Lucie Saint-Ar-
maud, 75, from the Fleurant Point part of  Escuminac. The acci-
dent occurred shortly before 7 a.m. on the main road of  Fleurant
Point as the victim was driving east, near her home. She had left
Rimouski about three hours prior to the accident. “Her car left
the road, took the ditch and hit a culvert. The car landed on its
roof, in the water. The victim was found in the car... She proba-
bly drowned,” explains Sgt. Claude Doiron, spokesperson for the
Sûreté du Québec. A technician was called to reconstruct the ac-
cident. It is possible that the victim lost consciousness or fell
asleep while driving.

-----
On April 25, Dominick Terry Beaudin, from Sainte-Thérèse-de-
Gaspé, appeared at the Percé courthouse on charges of  aggra-
vated assault, criminal negligence causing bodily harm, assault
and assault with a weapon. The victim is an infant, only a few
months old. Following the appearance the accused was re-
manded in custody and his bail hearing was set to May 28.

The events date back to February 2018 and were investigated by
the major crime squad points out Sgt. Doiron. The alleged
crimes were committed in the household where the victim was
living with his mother. Because of  the nature of  his injuries the
victim was hospitalized outside the region. Information regard-
ing that case is the object of  a publication ban. The accused is
not the father of  the baby.

-----
On April 26, Karine Smith, 31, from Gaspé, appeared at the
Percé courthouse and was charged with fraud following a Sûreté
du Québec investigation pertaining to a woman that was solicit-
ing money door-to-door, alleging that her car had run out of  gas
and that she would soon return to reimburse the money.

“Some people called the police to lay complaints and others just
notified us of  the situation. It is possible that the accused re-
peated the scheme about 30 times,” says Sgt. Claude Doiron, of
the Sûreté du Québec. The investigation took a certain time be-
fore resulting in an arrest because the police had no clear de-
scription of  the accused and had to determine if  obtaining
money the way the accused did constituted a crime.

-----

Luc-Reno Fournier, 61, from Gaspé, will stand trial on October
23 and 24, 2018 on charges of  sexual assault on an intellectually
handicapped man, assault with a weapon and forcible confine-
ment. The preliminary hearing was held on April 26 at the Percé
courthouse. According to CHNC, the accused is suspected of
having touched the genitals of  the victim and of  having pre-
vented the victim from fleeing by putting his arms around him.
The accused also threatened to hit the victim with a ski pole dur-
ing an outdoor excursion. 

----

On April 30 at about 7:25 a.m, a truck and trailer tipped on
MacKay Road, ending its course in the ditch. The two occupants
of  the truck were able to get out of  the cabin after the accident
and were not injured, says Sgt. Doiron, spokesperson of  the
Sûreté du Québec.  As SPEC was reaching it deadline, the Sûreté
du Québec was warning the public that traffic would eventually
be hampered by the towing operations to pull the transport out
of  the ditch.

Gilles  Gagné
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Until mid-June, up to 25 loaded cement cars will be allowed to circulate west of New Rich-
mond, which includes passing over the Cascapedia-St-Jules bridges.

Transport Quebec increases
bridge capacity to 25 cars/week

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES –
The Gaspésie Railway Soci-
ety is now authorized to haul
up to 25 loaded cars of ce-
ment on the two Cascapedia-
St-Jules bridges. At the
beginning of December, a
limit of ten such cars had
been allowed due to the al-
leged uncertainty of those
structures’ bearing capacity.

Transport Quebec, the
owner of the line, imposed
criteria involving a limit of
ten loaded cars per week,
which is a mystery to some in
the railroad industry, espe-
cially when talking about a
risk factor associated to with
the number of cars passing in
a week.

Last fall, engineering con-
sultant Norda Stelo carried
out a study and determined,
according to Transport Que-
bec’s specifications, that
passing with ten loaded cars
on the bridge was less risky
than passing with 50.

A second study was car-
ried out early this spring and
an increase in the number of
loaded cars was allowed after
the report was issued.

“A complete inspection
was carried out on April 5 and
6. The report was issued on
April 12 by Nordal Stelo and
the risk analysis was released
the following day. We re-
ceived permission to increase
the traffic to 25 loaded cars
on April 16,” explains Luc
Lévesque, director general of
the Gaspésie Railway Soci-
ety.

Mr. Lévesque knew that
the ten-car limit had been im-
posed because the conditions

of the Cascapedia-St-Jules
bridges remained unknown.

“Those elements were un-
known because they couldn’t
be inspected visually. So they
(Norda Stelo’s staff) used ul-
trasounds and issued another
report stating that a higher
number of loaded cars could
pass on the bridge weekly,”
points out Luc Lévesque.

Other regular inspections
will be carried out over the
next few months in order to
keep an eye on the bridges
which were built in the 1890s.

“For example, we will
have a regular look at the
abutments, the place where
the bridges are supported. We
will check if the abutments
move. So far, they are not.  If
they do, we will carry out
work to stabilize them,” fur-
ther explains Mr. Lévesque.

The limit of 25 loaded cars
will likely be valid until mid-
June when the Gaspésie Rail-
way Society will have
completed its cement trans-
shipment facility in Nouvelle.

That cement originates
from the Port Daniel plant.
The railway passes through
McInnis Cement’s facility but
that part of the line is in a dor-
mant state.

That situation forced the
Gaspésie Railway Society to
build a first transshipment ter-
minal in New Richmond,
where a portion of McInnis
Cement’s production is sent
by truck and then transferred
into rail cars after being
stored in a silo.

However, the needs of
McInnis Cement are increas-
ing and have now reached
about 25 cars per week. They
will gradually increase to 40

cars at one point during the
summer, which has forced the
Gaspésie Railway Society to
build a second transshipment
terminal in Nouvelle. In that
case, no silo is planned.

The cement loading pat-
tern will change when the
Nouvelle terminal is func-
tional.

“We will put 56 (metric)
tonnes in each of the cars
loaded in New Richmond,
and we will put a truckload in
Nouvelle, as a trailer can haul
39 (metric) tonnes,” explains
Luc Lévesque.

The Gaspésie Railway So-
ciety can circulate with cars
weighing up to 268,000
pounds, which is equivalent
to 134 short tonnes or 122
metric tonnes. Most empty
cement cars weigh around 26
metric tonnes. A short tonne
weighs 2,000 pounds while a
metric tonne weighs 2,200
pounds or ten percent more.

The current restrictions on
the Cascapedia-St-Jules
bridges impose a sizeable
shunting constraint to the
Gaspésie Railway Society. An
empty car must alternate with
each loaded car in order to re-
duce the weight concentration
on those bridges. This time-
consuming practice is also
duplicated in Nouvelle, as the
empty cars must be taken off
the train before their delivery
to Canadian National in Mat-
apedia.

Luc Lévesque does not
know if using idler cars, or
empty cars, between loaded
cars will be imposed by
Transport Quebec once 56
tonnes will be put in cement
cars at the New Richmond
terminal.
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Editorial page
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Commentary

When women are 
targeted, prevention 
measures must 
be developed

The April 23 tragedy in Toronto during which
ten people were killed and 18 more were injured
represents a painful reminder that more must be
done to prevent violent acts against women, con-
sidering that eight of those ten murder victims
were women.

The investigation gradually reveals that the ac-
cused was in all likelihood targeting women. It is
highly disconcerting in our so-called modern so-
ciety and we must wonder how to avoid that kind
of mass murder. We sure must avoid any kind of
mass murder but since a disproportionate num-
ber of such violent acts seem to aim for women,
that problem requires special attention.

In Quebec for example, year in year out, about

30 women and children are assassinated in or fol-
lowing family disputes. Based on statistics re-
leased by the Quebec Department of Public
Security, a proportion of 90 percent of women
murders are perpetrated by their husband,
boyfriend or former husband or former boyfriend.

It shows that some men are unable to discuss
or cope with a break up. They will either use vio-
lence in the spur of the moment or, in about three-
quarters of the time, premeditate it.

Over the years, our society has organized a
number of tools to help women, such as houses
to protect them after violent acts or tumultuous
break ups. Police officers are now trained to bet-
ter deal with crisis and interact with the victims of
violence.

It is nonetheless clear that more efforts have
to be deployed since the number of murdered
women and children has been stable over the last
12 years in Quebec, at 27 or 28 yearly. The other
unacceptable part of the problem is that such a
stable tendency goes against the overall decline
of crime in Quebec and in Canada.

Mass murders usually make governments
move quickly, towards increase security meas-
ures and even preventive measures, however, the
same haste doesn’t characterize their actions in
the case of murdered women and children be-
cause they are scattered over the course of a
year, in a number of different regions. They are
isolated from one another. They will make the
headlines for a day or two, and a year or two later

when the trial will take place.  The danger comes
from the possibility that the public gets used to
these isolated murders and doesn’t make a move
to stop them.

There are solutions though. They are not
flashy but they usually work. It is called preven-
tion. It starts in day cares and at the elementary
school level. Studies have proven that children
who are victims of violence carry with them a
higher risk or becoming violent once they reach
adulthood. Therefore, significant attention needs
to be given to these individuals.

There are also organizations that deal with vi-
olent men, trying to defuse potential crises before
they erupt. Those organizations are often over-
looked and have not benefited from regular budg-
ets over the years. Yet, their role should be better
recognized and it should be understood by our
governments that working in prevention with po-
tentially violent people is one of the best ways to
avoid murders and assaults.

Prevention is often depicted as a costly way to
deal with problems. Those who say that, are only
looking at the numbers over the short term.

When one considers the cost of police inter-
ventions after violent acts, the tab linked to the ju-
diciary system and the prisons, a prevention
budget is undoubtedly a cheap deal.
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Flowers not only bloom on Mother's Day,
and that's because a mother carries  that

beauty within her and it stays
permanently deep in her heart.  How many
times did she carry that love, kindness and
tender care. We must remember that her
pathway will never be forgotten and how

many times she taught us right from wrong. A
mother is a cushion to all her children

and she helps us in time of trouble and she
forever supports us whenever we call on her.
There is no other bond so strong in the entire
world and no love so instantaneous and for-
giving as a mother. A mother’s own reflection

in life is like a shining stream as she loves
you as you are and not for what you become

or do.  We must remember that a mother
holds her children's hands for awhile but their
hearts forever. In closing: One thing for sure I
will always be proud to say “that you are the

best of the most and the top of the rest.”
Happy Mother’s Day

Ken Ross, New Carlisle
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MNA continues to ask questions about rail service
Government fails to provide concrete answers

NEW RICHMOND: – The in-
dependent member of the Na-
tional Assembly (MNA) for
the riding of Gaspé, Gaétan
Lelièvre, is asking the provin-
cial government to divulge a
schedule of work in order to
ensure the return of train serv-
ices along the full length of
the Matapedia to Gaspé line.

Mr. Lelièvre first asked to
receive a time frame for the
work through a motion based
on the fact that it will soon be
a year since Quebec’s Premier
Philippe Couillard announced
$100 million for the refur-
bishment of the railway. That
was on May 5, 2017, in New
Carlisle. Most of the work
must be carried out on the
bridges between Cascapedia-
St-Jules and Percé.

The notice-less motion
was presented on April 25 at
the National Assembly and
was supported by all the op-
position parties, however, the
Liberal government did not
support the Gaspé riding rep-
resentative’s motion.

Mr. Lelièvre changed his
strategy the following day by
asking questions directly to
premier Couillard. In addition
to a working schedule, the
Gaspé riding Member of Na-
tional Assembly also asked to
obtain details about where the
work will be carried out and
about the type of work.

In his introduction, Mr.
Lelièvre reminded govern-
ment officials that Transport
Quebec has been the owner of
the line for three years, that a
plane ticket to get to Montreal
costs $1,500 and that Gaspe-
sians have lost 50 percent of
their bus services in recent
years.

Mr. Lelièvre also men-
tioned that the 500 employees
of LM Windpower in Gaspé
are waiting for the return of
rail service closer to their
Gaspé plant.  McInnis Ce-
ment also requires it in Port
Daniel.

At first, he was answered
by Natural Resources minis-
ter Pierre Moreau, who is also

minister responsible for the
Gaspé Peninsula. Mr. Moreau
first said that a recent report
was allowing McInnis Ce-
ment “to move more equip-
ment out.”

Mr. Moreau later added
that the line is divided in three
sections and that “work will
be carried out along the Mat-
apedia to Caplan line.” The
two other sections are “stud-
ied as opportunity files.”

Gaétan Lelièvre came
back with two complementary
questions, and asked them
specifically to Transport Min-
ister André Fortin, who had
remained quiet on the railway
issue at that point.

“How can you explain that

the $6.4 billion REM project
(commuter light train for
Montreal) will be realized in
three years while a schedule
of delivery cannot be obtained
for a $100 million line refur-
bishment project?” asked
Mr.Lelièvre.

Minister Fortin didn’t
reply to those points. He just
mentioned that premier Couil-
lard was right in announcing
$100 million last year. He
added the project “must pass
through steps and that a solu-
tion was found for McInnis
Cement.”

Gaétan Lelièvre came
back with a second comple-
mentary question. “A year
after Premier Couillard’s an-

nouncement, can you explain
why there is no schedule a
year after the premier’s an-
nouncement. There is no work
done, no cost breakdown, no
details about what will hap-
pen?”

Again, Minister Fortin
only provided vague answers,
saying that Premier Couillard,
Minister Moreau and himself
headed the file and that the
project must go through steps.
He also mentioned that the
unemployment rate has gone
from 17.5% to 11.1% in the
Gaspé Peninsula in recent
years.

In a press release issued
shortly after those exchanges,
Gaétan Lelièvre once more
questioned the will of the
Quebec government to restore
passenger and freight rail
services along the whole line.

He wonders why the Que-
bec government is waiting  to
get some repair work started
and asks if that government is
interested in the fate of LM
Windpower, McInnis Cement
and many more potential
shippers that have not talked
about the situation.

He fears that the Gaspé
Peninsula rail file will be an
electoral stake during the next
campaign.

“It is a blatant example of
unfairness and lack of leader-
ship of that government re-
garding the support of regions
like the Gaspé,” he concludes.

Regular inspections will be conducted on the Cascapedia-St-Jules bridges.

Gilles  Gagné

Saint-Godefroi Caisse Desjardins will close effective June 9

SAINT-GODEFROI: – The
board of the Caisse Desjardins
du Centre-sud gaspésien will
close the Saint-Godefroi serv-
ice point on June 9. The New-
port service point will also
close but an automatic teller
will remain open in that case.

The decision was made at
the April 23 annual general
meeting of the Caisse Des-
jardins du Centre-sud
gaspésien and communicated
to the population with letters in
the mail the following days.
The director general of that
Caisse, Marie-Claude Kear-
ney, explains that the closure
was unavoidable and can
hardly be perceived as a sur-
prise.

“We have had discussions
about that subject over the last
four years. It is a decision
made by the board. The mem-
bers of the board are appointed
by their peers in the commu-

nity (…) We must adapt to the
new reality of financial serv-
ices,” explains Ms. Kearney.

“The business hours had
been gradually reduced over
the years,” she adds. “About
95 percent of people’s transac-
tions are made through Accès
D, Accès D phone services and
with computers, so elsewhere
than at counters. That is valid
for the whole Caisse Des-
jardins du Centre-sud
gaspésien network,” points out
Ms. Kearney.

Approximately 200 people
from the Saint-Godefroi area
are members of that Caisse.
The service point is open ten
hours a week until June 9.
“Forty-five of those members
use counter services, for two
transactions a month on the av-
erage,” she says.

The staff of Caisse Des-
jardins du Centre-sud
gaspésien will accompany the
members in the development
of solutions that will satisfy

them. “We want to find solu-
tions for them. It could be
something like having volun-
teers offering a shuttle to our
other service points,” she adds.

Two meetings will be or-
ganized on May 8 for the New-
port clients and on May 9 for
the Saint-Godefroi customers
in order to provide information
and solutions to the people in-

convenienced by the service
reduction.

The Caisse Desjardins du
Centre-sud gaspésien will keep
three service points in Chan-
dler, Gascons and Paspebiac.
The closure of the Saint-Gode-
froi service point leaves the
stretch between Paspebiac and
Gascons without banking serv-
ices.

“We are considering look-
ing for some kind of arrange-
ment with a store maybe,”
points out Ms. Kearney.

For the financial year that
ended in December, the Caisse
Desjardins du Centre-sud
gaspésien declared an asset of
$350 million, a $25 million in-
crease compared to the previ-
ous year. 

Photo: Holly Smith

Caisse Desjardins Saint-Godefroi.
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Photo:Barry O’Neil

Photo: G. Gagné

Floods hamper traffic in some parts of the coast

CASCAPEDIA-ST JULES –
Floods triggered by a combi-
nation of melting snow and
rain blocked roads in several
parts of the Gaspé Peninsula,
mainly on the south side of the
region. The most conspicuous
signs of floods were found in
Cascapedia-St. Jules, Chan-
dler, Maria and Carleton.

In Cascapedia-St. Jules,
two locations were still ham-
pered by floods as the SPEC
was reaching its deadline,
namely Road 299 and Patrick-
ton Road. On April 26, Road
299 was completely cut off at
the 14th kilometre north of
highway 132. Trout Brook be-
came quite inflated because of
melting snow and rain. The
strength of the current, trees,
branches and sediments ate
through Road 299.

As a consequence, two
houses and two sugar camps
were isolated from the Baie

des Chaleurs area but the situ-
ation was under control, as the
residents of the area and the
sugar camp operators are used

to spring caprices and are pre-
pared to wait until traffic is re-
stored.

Patrickton Road was also

affected on April 26 about
four kilometres north of high-
way 132. Water was passing
on the road near the railway
crossing and the situation still
prevailed on April 30. The
damage didn’t seem as bad as
in the Trout Brook area, from
what was visible then.

In Maria, 16 people were
evacuated from the Cyr and
Deschênes Roads and brought
to the community centre, due
to the April 26 sudden rise of
Green River. Damage to

houses was minimal though.
Four days later, most of those
people were still not in their
home.

In Saint-François-de-
Pabos, an intervention made
by Sûreté du Québec officers
probably saved the life of a
resident living in the Little
Pabos River area.

“The police officers were
making a routine patrol along
Petit Pabos Road and ventured
into a side road called Du
Pont. There, a man standing in
the rear part of his pickup
truck was preparing to make
an attempt at crossing an in-
flated brook. His wife was
standing along the side of the
brook. The pickup was moved
by the current. The two po-
licemen tried to throw a life-
line to the man but couldn’t
reach him. They finally got in
the water to get closer and
were able to throw the life line
to the man. They showed him
how to tie it safely and pulled
him out of there,” says Claude
Doiron, spokesperson of the
Sûreté du Québec.

In the Saint-Omer part of
Carleton, five people living
along Bélanger Road were
also evacuated on April 26
and hadn’t returned to their
homes four days later, because
of the water level of Stewart
River.

Trout Brook pushed its way through Route 299 on April 26. The strength of the current and the
pressure applied by trees, branches and sediments made their way through the culvert and ate
the road up.

Transport Québec workers repairing damage caused to Route 299 near the kilometre 8 sign.

Photo: G. Gagné

In the Matapedia area, people had the rare occasion to watch a very quiet thaw as the ice grad-
ually melted in April. The water level of the Matapedia and Restigouche Rivers increased grad-
ually but most of the remaining ice was too soft and small to create real jams. The Canadian
Coast Guard hovercraft Sipu Muin came twice but its interventions were mainly precautionary
measures.

Heritage New Carlisle 
Welcomes New Coordinator
Heritage New Carlisle is starting 2018 by welcoming a
new member to its team this month! Originally from
New Carlisle Amelia Desjardins brings with her a unique
professional skill set of experiences, having recently re-
turned to the Gaspé after studying and working in Scot-
land. 

Amelia graduated from Edinburgh College of Art in
2014 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Performance Costume
and subsequently completed a Master’s at the University
of Glasgow in Dress and Textile Histories. She gained
her curatorial training during an internship at the Burrell
Collection in Glasgow
where she specialized
in the research and
display of historical
garments. An intern-
ship in restoration was
completed at the
Moulin Rouge in
Paris. Amelia has also
worked in theatre,
opera, museums, film
and television and
most recently as a pe-
riod costume assistant
on Netflix’s Outlaw
King and Outlander. 

Brimming with ideas and enthusiasm, Amelia’s
unique creative background, combined with her knowl-
edge of the town’s history, is sure to make for an excit-
ing season at the Kempffer Cultural & Interpretation
Centre!

    2018-04-30  9:34 AM  Page 1
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ALL PARTS ARE
GUARANTEED

75 Route 275
Glencoe, NB  E3N 4Y2

1(866) 753-4108 • (506) 753-4108
Fax: (506) 753-6156
millautoparts@nb.aibn.com

5 miles west of Campbellton

THE LARGEST AUTO RECYCLING 
CENTRE IN NORTHERN N.B.

52 Roseberry St.
Campbellton, N.B.

E3N 2G4

Tel: 506-753-5454
To book a special showing (Irene): 
(506) 753-4108

Please check the website 
www.northshorecinema.ca

for a detailed listing

Sea aquaculture: there will be help in case of hard blow

GASPÉ: – Sea aquaculture
businesses will be compen-
sated for their losses up to
$150,000 in case of excep-
tional natural events. It’s one
of the measures announced in
the Quebec 2018-2025 action
plan for the sea aquaculture
industry.

Until now, an aquaculture
entrepreneur whose mussels
were devoured by ducks or
whose equipment was swept
away by high tides could go
bankrupt. It takes several
years between the moment
mollusks are put into water
and their harvesting, and a lot
of bad luck can happen during
that time.

Sea aquaculture entrepre-
neurs have been asking for
some guarantees for at least
ten years. “A risk manage-
ment program was required,”
admitted Quebec Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food Minister,
Laurent Lessard, who was in
Gaspé on April 27 to an-

nounce the plan.
The program covers the

losses of mussels, oysters and
scallops as well as the losses
and damages to culture struc-
tures, caused by exceptional
biological or climatic events.

The entrepreneurs could
be paid back 40% of the pro-
jected sales value and 75% of
the expenses to repair or re-
place his or her structure, for
a maximum total of $150,000.

Funds to prepare 
future harvests

As part of the Quebec
plan, the Société de
développement de l’industrie
maricole (SODIM), which
has operated at a reduced
level over the last years,
launches a new program to
provide cash flow to sea
aquaculture businesses while
their stock grows large
enough to be sold.

“The production cycle is
measured in years; it takes be-
tween three and seven years.

That’s difficult to support. It
takes support,” explains the
SODIM president, Marc Cay-

ouette. The SODIM will fund
up to 40 % of the harvest “re-
alistic selling prices.”

The program terms en-
courage a moderate growth.
“The maximum aid will be
50% of the previous year’s
production in the funded
species,” Mr. Cayouette
points out.

The Ministry will hand out
$85,000 to sea aquaculture
entrepreneurs to be used to re-
start their association, the Re-
groupement des mariculteurs
du Québec. Quebec will also
support the marketing of the

Quebec sea farming products.
This aid could reach
$100,000 for a joint applica-
tion.

The Ministry also commits
to supporting the research and
development in the sea aqua-
culture sector, through Meri-
nov and Innovamer.

There are about 20 sea
farming companies in Que-
bec, most of them in the
Gaspé Peninsula and in the
Magdalen Islands. In 2016,
the production sales value
was $1.9 million. This indus-
try provides 80 jobs.

The president of the Société de développement de l'industrie maricole, Marc Cayouette and the
Quebec minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Laurent Lessard, were in Gaspé on April
27 to present an action plan for sea aquaculture.

There are about 20 sea aquaculture companies in Quebec, most of them in Gaspé (in the pic-
ture), in the Bay of Chaleur and in the Magdalen Islands.

Warm weather 
brings tick risk for the whole family
(NC) With warmer weather
comes the risk of ticks, which
can affect everyone in the
family, including your pet.

As a dog owner, you want
the best for your four-legged
friend. An important part of
their care is protection against
fleas and ticks, but are you
armed with the knowledge
you need to protect them?

Fleas and ticks are more
than just uncomfortable an-
noyances. They can lead to se-
rious discomfort and diseases,
such as tapeworm or Lyme
disease, which can be danger-
ous for both your dog and
your family.

Although peak flea and

tick season starts in the sum-
mer, fleas can survive indoors
during the winter and ticks
thrive in cooler temperatures,
so it's important to continue to

protect your dog year-round.
There are multiple options

available to help prevent and
control fleas and ticks de-
pending on your needs. It
doesn't have to be an unpleas-
ant or difficult experience for
you or your dog either. For ex-
ample, you can choose a once-
a-month chewable flavoured
to taste like a treat, so it's fun
to give to your dog. The once-
a-month chewable ensures
your pup is flea- and tick-free
throughout the year.

Talk to your veterinarian
about flea and tick treatments
that will keep your pet and
your whole family healthy,
happy and safe all year long.
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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
WHERE : BASE PLEIN AIR DE BELLEFEUILLE

70, chemin de la Plage, Pabos Mills
DATE: Wednesday, May 30, 2018
SCHEDULE : 8:15: Reception

8:20: Annual General Meeting (a breakfast will be served)
10:30: End of meeting

Invitation to the residents of the Rocher-Percé MRC. At this general annual meeting directors
of the Corporation will be elected, Therefore in accordance with the regulations 5.03 of gen-
eral rules and regulations, a period for nominations will be open from April 25, 2018 to 16:00
(4:00 o’clock) May 25, 2018.

Positions to be filled are in the following sectors:

- Primary: One director representing economic activities pertaining to the processing 
of raw ressources into consumer goods, namely: Agriculture – Forest – Fishing – 
Mines – Associations, Representatives and others from the sector.

- Secondary: Two directors representing economic activities comprising the 
transformation of primary ressources into service products or consumer goods: 
Wood processing- Fish processing – Bio foods processing – Non-metallic mineral 
products - Associations, Representatives and others from the sector.

- Tertiary : Two directors representing socioeconomic activities comprised in the 
distribution or sale of goods, products or services, notably: Tourism – Unions – 
Businesses – Associations, Representatives, Chamber of Commerce and others.

All proposed candidates must complete the appropriate application form, within the dates
posted above, and send or bring it to the head office of the Corporation at 129 Boulevard.
René-Lévesque West, Office S-101, Chandler (Québec) G0C 1K0. The application form and
general regulations are available at the SADC office and also on the website: www.sadcrp.ca
under the heading « Annual Report and Publications ».

For the Board of Directors, 

Pauline Boulay
Administrative support
418-689-5699 extension 200

Geneviève Gélinas

Photo: courtesy of Auberge sous les arbres

Gaspé hotel scores a perfect ten on hotels.com
GASPÉ: – Auberge sous les
arbres in Gaspé, a small hotel
with 15 bedrooms and a three
star rating, is the only hotel in
Canada that received a perfect
rating of ten from travellers, in
a classification prepared by
the booking website
Hotels.com.

Claudine Roy, the owner of
Auberge sous les arbres
(which means inn under the
trees), believes that “the
human warmth of the recep-
tion” explains the customers’
satisfaction.

“My sister Mimi is there in
the afternoon to welcome peo-
ple. She pours them a small
glass of Radoune gin (made in
Gaspé), and she tells them:
‘You arrived in the Gaspé: you
must rinse your mouth!’ My
sister Denise cooks all the
breakfasts, with homemade
jam like my mother used to
make. It’s not a rigid place,”
reports Ms. Roy.

“There’s a fireplace where
we make a fire in the after-
noon, and a small dining
room. If the customers don’t

want to go out in the evening,
they can eat take-out there.
When you’re away from home
for two weeks, you want to
feel a little like at home.”

The hotel is located in
downtown Gaspé, on Queen
Street. It consists of the Carter
House, built in 1865, and of a
modern section added approx-
imately ten years ago.

“Bookings are already
quite good for the summer,”
says Ms. Roy, “but the phone
hasn’t stopped ringing,” she
said on the day after the clas-
sification was published, April
19.

The customers themselves,
and not experts, rate the hotels
and decide to give a score or
not to their hotel. Twenty-two
hotels worldwide obtained a
perfect score.

To be part of the classifica-
tion, the hotels had to obtain a
rate of at least 9.4/10 and at
least 50 customer ratings,
from December 2016 to No-
vember 2017. Throughout
Canada, Montreal and Quebec
City received the most signif-
icant number of hotels meet-
ing the criteria, with 17 and 12

Claudine Roy has been the owner of the Auberge sous les arbres for three years.Snow crab fishing finally
opens in Gulf  of  Saint
Lawrence’s southern part
Gilles Gagné
PASPEBIAC: – On the afternoon of  April 27, the federal de-
partment of  Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) finally announced
that snow crab fishing would start on April 28, at 11 p.m. in
the southern part of  the Gulf  of  Saint Lawrence, also referred
to as zone 12. That announcement came quite late since
Fisheries and Oceans Minister Dominic Leblanc had com-
mitted in March to have snow crab fishing start early in April.
That commitment was made to allow crab fishermen catches
in a 14,000 square kilometre rectangle designed to protect right
whales. Those fishermen will consequently not have access to
that area, since it was closed 23 hours before the April 28 go-
ahead of  crab fishing. 

Crab fishermen had previously criticized the imposition of
that protected area because it was set-up before the first sight-
ings of  right whales in the gulf  last year. This year, for the
whole southern part of  the Gulf  of  Saint Lawrence, the quota
was set at 24,613 metric tonnes. It represents a 43.4% decrease
compared to last year’s contingent, which was exceptionally
high. The price remains high this year. Gaspé Peninsula and
Madgalen Island crab fishermen mainly share that zone with
New Brunswickers. The share of  Quebec fishermen hovers
around 30 percent of  the quota.

TIMETIME
FLIES!FLIES!

Don’t let your
subscription

expire.
Renew today!
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Open House 
 

building and to learn about what CASA is doing in the community.   

Friday, May 18 
2:30 to 4:00  

 

168 Gérard D. Levesque 
New Carlisle  

Everyone welcome 
For further information, please contact Ashley at 418.752.5995 

Reflections 
by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Lobsters:
Coming out of  your shell

When life gives you lemons, order lobster!
Lobster season has begun in the region and people are talk-

ing about having their “feed” of  lobster. Many treat their moth-
ers to this delicious crustacean for their special day on Sunday,
May 13.  Lobster is a true maritime pleasure. 

Imagine the first person who looked at a lobster and
thought, “I wonder if  this can be eaten?”  Well, yes, they can and
it’s a wonderful treat. Lobster has its own, very unique flavour,
with a slightly mild and sweet taste.  Crab and shrimp are
‘cousins’ in flavour but lobster triumphs over those two in the
flavour department.  You might be tempted to buy a large lob-
ster, but many people find that a smaller lobster, about one-
pound, tastes the best.  You can buy live lobster and cook it
yourself  or purchase it pre-cooked.  Your choice.

Lobsters were not always a highly prized food.  In the 1800s
lobsters were considered a food for the poorest people only.  It
was fed to prisoners and servants.  Not today. The cost of  lob-
ster is higher at the beginning of  the season, ranging from about
$11.95 to $13.99 a pound.

Lobster can be served in a number of  ways, but the simplest
way is the best of  all.  Serve it with small containers of  warmed
garlic butter.  On the side, offer a crispy green salad, fresh lemon
wedges, a crispy baguette and a glass of  chilled white wine and
you have the makings of  a perfect Gaspesian meal.  Some like
to make a lobster club sandwich and, though I have not tried it,
others enjoy a lobster poutine.

Lobsters are very strange in appearance.  Imagine if  they
were the size of  a whale?  Nobody would go into the water.
The lobsters in our waters are clawed lobsters and are found in
cold waters.  The other kind of  lobster is the spiny lobster,
which has long antennas instead of  claws and they live in warm
waters.   

Clawed lobsters have two claws, one bigger than the other
which is used for catching and cutting its food.  Lobsters have
10 legs, the same as crabs and shrimp.  It is protected by a hard
shell.  The shell cannot grow as the lobster grows so it sheds its
shell and hides while a new shell is forming around it.  This
happens once a year.  The tail of  the lobster looks like a fan and
is made up of  seven pieces.  Many people think that lobsters are
red in colour. But they are actually brown or olive-green. They
turn red after they are cooked. Lobsters, like snails and spiders,
have grey or clear blood. 

Do not think of  lobsters as simple creatures at all.  They
have a simple nervous system and brain, a heart, stomach and
intestines!  Lobsters have an excellent sense of  touch and smell.
What about the green stuff  inside the body which some diners
call the paste?  Well technically, it’s called tomalley. It is actually
a digestive gland that includes the intestine, liver, and pancreas.
If  you find red things in your lobster, those are eggs or roe.

Lobsters eat worms, fish, algae, sea plants and shellfish.
During mating season, the female gets rid of  her shell.  After
mating, she will grow a new shell.  Of  10,000 eggs only 10 will
survive to become adult lobsters.  The lobster takes seven years
to grow into adult size.  Lobsters can live up to 100 years, but
many do not because they are caught in nets or eaten by pred-
ators such as bottom feeding fish such as cod, flounder, eels
and crabs.  Of  course, lobster are cannibals and feed on each
other.

Lobsters are caught using one-way traps that are baited.
Lobster is normally fished in water between 2 and 900 metres.
Cages, or traps, are plastic coated steel or wood.  There have
been attempts to establish lobster aquaculture, or lobster farm-
ing.  This has not been successful because lobsters eat each
other and the lobster takes so long to grow into adulthood. 

So, lobster season has begun.  Plan to have your lobster sup-
per soon and enjoy the sweet, rich flavour of  freshly caught
Gaspesian lobster. 

Cont'd from cover
LOBSTER:

DFO press release says...  
Gilles  Gagné

QUEBEC CITY: - “Quebec
Region announces the im-
plementation of a protocol
for the dynamic manage-
ment of fisheries in 2018
when the presence of North
Atlantic Right Whale
(NARW) is confirmed. This
protocol will allow the DFO
to temporarily close specific
areas to fishing activities
carried out with fixed gear
in order to prevent incidents
with NARW, such as entan-
glements. 

If NARW are present in
the Estuary and Gulf of St.
Lawrence, the DFO will
close fishing grids that are

cover a central rectangle of
six by ten miles, and eight
surrounding rectangles of
similar size. Lobster fishing
season only lasts ten weeks.

A day after O’Neil
Cloutier talked to the SPEC,
the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans announced that
the potential closure of areas
due to right whales would
also be applied in the Gaspé
Peninsula, not only in New
Brunswick. 

The right whale issue took
so much room in Mr.
Cloutier’s mind that he had
no clue about the lobster
price that could be expected
from the plants at the begin-
ning of the season. “It should
be between $7 and $8.” The
average price in 2017 was
close to $7 per pound on the
Gaspé Peninsula. 

Grand River harbour

In Grand River, the day
before the opening of lobster
season, the harbour became
blocked by a floe of ice com-
ing from the Grand River de-
bacle. The presence of ice in

the port and around it was
complicated by the presence
of floating trees in the floe, a
factor that could have caused
damage to boat hulls and pro-
pellers. Approximately 30
lobster fishermen had to
delay their season opening.

used for closing the snow
crab fishery according to the
soft shell crab protocol,
among other uses. 
These measures could be
adapted as needed during the
season. Observations inside a
potential foraging area when
at least one NARW is sighted
means that the DFO will
close a total of nine grids to
create a buffer area around
the sighting location to ac-
count for whale movements.

Closures will be in force
for a minimum period of 15
days and will be extended by
15 days from the last NARW
sighting in the closed area. If
no NARW are seen in the
closed area during at least

Photo: P. MacWhirter
Saint-Godefroi harbour was a bustling place on Saturday
morning as lobster fisherment started their season.

two aerial surveillance
flights during the 15 days
period, the nine closed grids
will be automatically
opened at the end of the pe-
riod. Closures and openings
will be regulated through
Variation Orders and No-
tices of Closure, among
other tools. 

When licence holders
are notified of a closure by a
notice issued on a commer-
cial or maritime radio sta-
tion, by a notice transmitted
electronically or by a notice
given orally by a fishery of-
ficer or a fishery guardian,
he will have 48 hours to re-
trieve fishing gear from the
area prior to closure.”
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Social notes...
Sharon Howell
GASPÉ NEWS

Let’s give a toast to this quiet and fun loving lady – “Cheers
and congratulations, Mrs. Elsie!”

Photo: Ann Patterson
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Canada (taxes are included in prices)
1 year $46, 6 mths $25 

Please enclose your cheque or money order
and return to:

The Gaspé Spec, 
208-B Gérard D. Levesque Blvd

New Carlisle, Québec 
G0C 1ZO

You can also pay by credit card at 
418-752-5400 or thegaspespec.com

Remember the MOM 
in your life on Mother’s Day
with a gift subscription to 

The Gaspé Spec
We’ll even send her a special card from 
you saying you bought her a subscription

for Mother’s Day!

Please check whether your preference is a
paper or digital version of  The Gaspé Spec.

PAPER

DIGITAL

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE #:

EMAIL:



Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

LES SERVICES INVESTORS LIMITÉE*

Gérald Bourdages
Financial Planner
and Representative for 
Mutual Funds

A member company of Power Corporation

Tel: 418-368-5481

Fax: 418-368-1782

E-Mail: Gerald.Bourdages@Investorsgroup.com

QMONUMENTS P. FOURNIER 

  
 

 
  

        

   
  

   

  
     AND WE DELIVER IN 2006*

   

GUARANTEED QUALITY
Tel: 418-892-5312
Cell: 418-355-4799
pfmonuments@gmail.com
641 Forillon Blvd, Gaspé, Que.
WE ALSO REPLACE 
FOUNDATIONS, AND 
PROVIDE CLEANING 
AND REPAINTING.

A Division of MGI

Since 1846

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gilles Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary
Gaël Tremblay, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

   

       

   

    

     

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - FREE DELIVERY

500-102, AVENUE DAIGNEAULT, CHANDLER, QUE.

98 ROUTE 132 WEST, PERCÉ, QUE.foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982
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LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 418­752­5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 418­689­5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 418­759­5553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

IN BUSINESS FOR 35 YEARSProud to serve you!

Distributors of petroleum products:  diesel, furnace oil, stove oil, gas and motor oil

HEAD OFFICE:
Bonaventure
125 Route 132
Bonaventure, QC G0C 1E0
Tel.: (418) 534-2777
Fax: (418) 534-4210
csc@petrolescpoirier.com

Chandler
125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC G0C 1K0
Tel: (418) 689-2595

Gaspé
216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé QC G4X 2B3
Tel.: (418) 368-8777

Staff:  Michel Bélanger, Anthony Bélanger, Chantal Corbet
www.belangerfils.com

mfbelangeretfils@globetrotter.net
Tel.: (418) 752-3834 • Fax: (418) 752-2264

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West, Paspebiac (Quebec)

Maison funéraire
Funeral home

Michel Bélanger, Owner

274 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West, 
Paspebiac (Quebec) G0C 2K0 

Tel.: (418) 752-3834
www.jardindorchidees.com

• Green plants
• Luminary trees
• Picture frames
• Floral arrangements 

for all occasions

Owner: Michel Bélanger
Staff: Chantal Corbet, Roselyne 
Garrett & Sonia St-Pierre

Delivery:
Between Caplan 

and Chandler

BILINGUAL SERVICE
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Four Generations of
Monument Craftsmen

Obituaries

Birth

nnouncements...A

In Memory

OUR RATES:
CARD OF THANKS, BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT,
PRAYER, ENGAGEMENT, BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY,  MEMORIAL SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENT: $30  ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines.
IN MEMORIAM: $30 ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines -
$40 ($45 with picture) More than 20 lines
OBITUARY OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT:
$40.00 ($45.00 with picture) (Max. 300 words) 
Please send your announcement to: joan.spec@globetrot-
ter.net 
Announcements for this page should be submitted typed or printed
and paid in advance. To have your photo returned, please send a
stamped self-addressed envelope.



around our cemetery. If you
would like to sing or need any
furthur information, you may call
Richard Boudreau at 418-392-
5830.  We look forward to see-
ing you there.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

Please note that the book room
is now open Wednesday after-
noon from 1 -  4 p.m.  On other
days, please contact Kathleen
Paquet at 418-392-4896.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club 

Upcoming Activities
Every Thursday: Dame de
Pique at 1 p.m. $5 per person.
Every Tuesday Night: Gro-
cery Bingo at 7 p.m. (2 cards for
$5, each additional card $1).

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every Tues-
day at 7 p.m. at the Mawiomi
Treatment Centre located at 85
School Street in Gesgapegiag.
Everyone welcome!  For more
information call 418-759-3522.
N.A. is a non-profit fellowship of
men and women for whom
drugs have become a major
problem. We are recovering ad-
dicts who meet regularly to help
each other stay clean. This is a
program of complete abstinence
from all drugs. There is only one
requirement for membership,
the desire to stop using.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS
The winners for the week of
April 15 are: Margaret Imhoff,
Micheline Morin, Ghislaine
Leblanc, Jerry Legouffe, Jean-
Yves Cronier, Claude Nadeau,
Yvonne Huard.
The winners for the week of
April 22 are: Bernard Landry,
Brian Brake, Sylvain Loubert,
Josée Loubert, Alyre Leblanc,
Carol Normandeau, Ann Mc-
Colm.

For Sale:  Seventy-two 13” x
13” ceramic tiles for floor or
around bathtub, beige.  Asking
$60.  Call 418-752-6041 or dur-
ing the day 418-752-5400.
For Sale: Four Mitsubishi 17”
rims from 2012 RVR. Asking
$100.  Call 418-752-5815

POINTE-NAvARRE:
Upcoming Events

Sunday, May 6: The Annual
General Meeting of the Sanctu-
ary of Pointe-Navarre will be
held at 1:30 p.m. at the church.
You are invited to this meeting
to receive information on the
administration of the sanctuary.
Monday, May 14: You are in-
vited to an Evening Taizé, be-
tween 7 and 8 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Prayers in peace,
songs and music in the spirit of
Taizé.
Tuesday, May 15: We will cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of
the death of Father Watier at 7
p.m. at the Shrine of Pointe-
Navarre. We will give thanks to
the Lord by recalling the life of
Father Watier and his mission
among us.  Welcome!

GASPé:
Mother’s Day Bake Sale 

There will be a food sale on Fri-
day, May 11, at the Carrefour
Gaspé, beginning at 9 am.  Tick-
ets will also be sold on a gift
basket.  The draw will be held at
the end of the sale.  All proceeds
will go to Fort Haldimand Camp.
The bake sale is organized by
the Parish of Gaspé Anglican
Church and the Parish of All
Saints by the Sea Anglican
Church in Malbay.

YORk:
Annual General Meeting

The York River Senior Citizens
will be holding their Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on Saturday, May
5,  at 4 p.m. at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion.  Punch will be
served from 5 to 6 p.m., supper
at 6 p.m. and a dance with live
entertainment to follow. Come
out and enjoy the music. The
cost of the evening is $20, with
a $10 refund being offered to all
York River Senior Club mem-
bers. Bar services will be avail-
able.

DOUGLASTOWN:
Upcoming Events

The following events will be held
at the Douglastown Community
Center.
Thursday, May 3: at 7 p.m.
Board Games Evening every first
Thursday of the month. Come
and have fun at an evening of
board games. Come alone or in

DEADLINE FOR THIS PAGE: THURSDAY

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week
Please send your ad to: joan.spec@globetrotter.net
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COAST ROUND-UP

CLASSIFIEDS a group and bring your favourite
games. $1 grilled cheese. New
games from Alpha’s library in
Gaspé are waiting for you. 
Wednesday mornings:
Healthy Walks. You are welcome
to join an informal group to walk
about 4 kms every Wednesday
morning in Douglastown’s
ranges. We will meet at 10:30
a.m. in front of the Community
Center.
Wednesdays at noon: from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. you are
welcome to savour a soup at the
Community Center. Voluntary
contribution of $3 would be ap-
preciated.  You may play your
favourite game in the Commu-
nity Center living room starting
at 1 p.m.

BARACHOIS: 
Barachois Reunion 

The 2018 organization commit-
tee, Gerald Girard, Dianna Fran-
cis and Stanley Ste Croix will be
hosting a bonfire on Friday,
July 27, at the Barachois beach
starting at 8 p.m., as well as a
dinner at the Fort Prevel Golf
Course on Saturday, July 28,
starting with a cocktail hour
(cash bar) at 5 p.m. Dinner
served at 6 p.m.  There will be a
two-choice, five-coarse menu:
$22.95 for chicken or $27.95 for
salmon +taxes. The criteria has
been modified to include stu-
dents from the Belle Anse
School born between 1945-
1948.  To be eligible to attend
the dinner you must have been
born in one of the following
years 1945, 1946, 1947 or 1948
and have attended school in
Barachois or Belle Anse. If you
fit the above criteria and would
like to attend, you can be ac-
companied by your spouse or a
friend.  Please confirm your at-
tendance ASAP by contacting
Gerald Girard: gerrygirard
@bell.net, 450-619-9655 / 514-
913-1350 or Dianna Fracis:  di-
annafrancis36@icloud.com,
418-385-2427.  Email is per-
ferred, including your name,
telephone number and menu
choice. Please spread the word
about the reunion to former
Barachois and Belle Anse stu-
dents.

BARACHOIS:
Legion Branch 261
Upcoming Events

Every Monday: The Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 261,
will be having a bingo  at 7 p.m.
at the Legion.
Thursday Nights: Darts will be
held beginning at 7 p.m. New
players welcome. No experience
necessary.

PORT DANIEL:
Upcoming Event

The following event will be held

at the Three Star Golden Age
Club  in Port Daniel.
May 12: Mother’s Day Tea from
12 to 2 p.m.

SHIGAWAkE:
Upcoming Activities

The following events will be held
at the Shigawake Community
Center.
Saturday, June 23: Fish Cake
supper - $12 per person
Saturday July 7: Country Hoe-
down with live music, D.J. and
light lunch. Dress up in your best
country outfit.

HOPE TOWN:
Upcoming Activities

The following activities will be
held at the Hope Town Commu-
nity Center.
Saturday May 5: A crib tour-
nament.  1 p.m. $10 per person.
Please register your team  by
Thursday, May 3. All proceeds
for the Alzheimer Walk.  Call Au-
drey or Linda 418-752-2015.
May 12: Military Whist.
May 18: Gift Bingo at 7:30 p.m.
organized by the Hope Town
Sports and Recreation Club.

HOPE TOWN:
Service

Hope Baptist Church welcomes
you. Sunday School for all ages
at 9:45 a.m. and Corporate Wor-
ship at 11 a.m. on Sundays.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
at 7 p.m. Wednesdays.  Young
Peoples for grades 7-11 on Fri-
days at 7 p.m. 305 Route 132
West, Hope Town, 418-752-
5838

PASPEBIAC
knitters Needed

La maille de l’amitié, a group of
knitters who are eager to help
men, women and children who
are receiving chemotherapy at
Maria hospital by providing knit-
ted hats, is looking for knitters.
If needed, patterns and samples
are available at the library in
Paspébiac, which is also where
you should drop off your knitted
items.   You can also include a
short note of encouragement,
identified by your name only.
For more information contact
Claudette Whittom (418) 752-
3633 or Doris Chedore (418)
752-5190.

NEW CARLISLE:
Royal Canadian Legion

Upcoming Events
May 5: Music night with Vern
Huntington and friends from 8
to 12 p.m. $5 per person.
May 13: Mother’s Day treat
with music by Vern Huntington
from 2-4 p.m. $5 per person.
May 19: Crib Tournament, $10
per person. Starts at 1 p.m. To
register team please call 418-
752-6214 or 418-752-5495.

May 28: Registration and ticket
pickup for prince/princess/mini-
prince/mini-princess - 5-6 p.m.
Everyone welcome.

NEW CARLISLE:
LIFE Association 
Upcoming Events

May 5: Mother’s Day Tea from
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the New
Carlisle Town Hall. $5 per per-
son.
June 16: Bingo at 7 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion in New
Carlisle. $10 series or 3/$20.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bible Chapel Services

Sunday: Breaking of Bread for
Believers - 9:30 a.m.;  Sunday
night service - 7 p.m.;  Wednes-
day: Bible study and prayer - 7
p.m.  “You Must Be Born Again.”

NEW CARLISLE: 
Upcoming Activities

May 11: Soup and Sweets from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please note
that there will be no card games
until further notice.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bake Sale

Saturday, June 2: The ladies
of Hope Baptist Church are hav-
ing their annual bake sale start-
ing at 9 a.m. at the New Carlisle
Town Hall.  All proceeds will be
used to send some children to
Bible Camp and the Youth Min-
istries of the Church.

NEW RICHMOND:
Flea Market

New spring and summer cloth-
ing has arrived. On sale at $1
each or more. Good hot meal at
noon, free, donations accepted.
We also give away hundreds of
items every week. To donate or
obtain furniture please call  418-
392-5161. Open on Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 248
Perron Blvd, New Richmond. 

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 
Royal Canadian Legion 

Br. 172 Upcoming Events
The Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 172, meets monthly
every third Saturday at the Le-
gion located at 55 Gallagher St.
May 27: BBQ 11:30 am to 1
p.m. $10 per adult and $7 per
child. Washer Tournament be-
gins at 1 p.m. at a cost of $5.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Concert Fundraiser

for the Catholic Church
May 5: Beginning at 7 p.m. you
are invited to join us for a bene-
fit concert at our Catholic
Church.  Admittance is $5 per
person, and you will hear many
local musicians and singers per-
forming some of your favorite
songs.  Raised funds will be
used to help pay for a new fence

ANGLIGAN 
CHURCH OF 

CANADA
Sunday, May 6
New Carlisle

10 a.m. Morning Prayer
Hope Town

10 a.m. Morning Prayer
Port Daniel

10 a.m. Morning Prayer

PARISH OF GASPé
Sunday, May 6
Sandy Beach

10 a.m. Morning Prayer

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, May 6
2 p.m. Hope Town



The Sexton girls, Karen, Darlene, Susan, my sister Darlene and I (Elaine) are with the SPEC
at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tennessee. It took us a while to get there because of the
ice storms, a two day delay in Toronto, but we made it. Where are you and your SPEC going
this year? Please share. 
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Specs gets around....CROSSWORD

sells securities (abbr.)
6. Ill will
7. Plant of the goosefoot family
8. Intellectual
9. Mineral
10. Shiny silicate minerals
11. Ottoman civilian title
12. What you wear when eating

BBQ (2 words)
13. Soul and calypso song
21. Advises
23. “The Spanish Tragedy”

playwright
25. Surrounds the earth
26. Paddle 
27. Adjusted
28. Succulent plant
29. Forearm bones
32. Belonging to Egyptian 

ascetic Apollo’s colleague
33. Type of mental illness
34. One from Asia
36. 007’s creator
37. Direct toward
38. Pie _ __ mode
40. Large terrier
41. Hillsides
43. Patriotic women (abbr.)
44. Connects words
46. For each
47. Flower cluster
49. Closes a deal
50. Arabian desert
51. Vaccine against 

poliomyelitis
52. American state
53. Religion practiced in China
54. Type of sediment
57. Hall of Famer Ruth
58. “Layla” singer Clapton
59. Gamble
61. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
62. Midway between south and

southwest

CLUES ACROSS
1. Unpleasant substance
5. Oil group
10. One-time Yankees rookie 

sensation
14. Ireland
15. Less easily found
16. Southeast Nigeria people
17. Bridgeline Digital stock 

designation
18. Play loudly
19. Elegantly fashionable
20. Open sore
22. Frozen water
23. Sacred Islamic site
24. “Kokomo” rockers
27. Follows sigma
30. Cease to exist
31. Cool
32. Doctors’ group
35. Less attractive
37. Swiss river
38. Greek sophist
39. Grandmothers
40. Afflict
41. Russian pancake of 

buckwheat flour and yeast
42. Actress __ Rachel Wood
43. Not bright
44. Western Asia peninsula
45. Baseball speedster Gordon
46. Golf score
47. Transmits genetic informa-

tion from DNA to the 
cytoplasm

48. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
49. Songs to one’s lover
52. Cattle’s mammary gland
55. Having ten
56. Fencing sword
60. Scarlett’s home
61. Hold valuables
63. Italian Seaport
64. Cain and __
65. Bad places to live
66. Large, wading bird
67. Witches
68. Cover with drops
69. Props up the head

CLUES DOWN
1. Philippine province
2. Shallow channel
3. Type of acid
4. Cygnus’ brightest star
5. One who buys and 

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, take a step back and analyze
your current situation before making
any other moves. You may be bark-
ing up the wrong tree, and you will
need a new approach.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, there may be many things
you wish to say to someone special,
but you just do not know how to find
the words. You can convey much
more through actions.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, if you have your hand in
three or more projects, you may
need to step back. It’s hard to de-
vote your full attention to each task
when you’re juggling so much at
once.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, it is good to have a sense of
humor, and you may need a little
extra patience at work this week.
When times get tough, surround
yourself with lighthearted people. 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may have to take some-
one’s word on something or put your
ultimate trust in an individual this
week. It may be challenging, but let

down your guard.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
You need to find firm footing in your
career, Virgo; otherwise, you may suf-
fer from lack of direction. Start putting
out feelers and begin networking.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Don’t underestimate your abilities,
Libra. As a general people-pleaser,
you have the ability to smooth over
many situations with a calming word.  
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
It’s in your nature to want to get to the
root of every problem and find out the
answers to all the puzzles, Scorpio.
This can be tiring, but when you’re de-
termined it’s essential. 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Various factors may be clouding your
decision-making skills, Sagittarius. If
you’re not sure what to do, trust
someone else who has always sup-
ported you.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, finances have been draw-

ing your attention in your life a lot
lately. Pay attention to the subtle
clues to get your assets in order.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Swimming against the tide will only
tire you out, Aquarius. If the battle
isn’t worth waging on something triv-
ial, just go with the flow. Save your
energy for bigger issues.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
There are some very interesting op-
portunities coming your way, Pisces.
Just be sure to grab onto them fast.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
APRIL 29

Jerry Seinfeld, Comic (64)
APRIL 30

Gal Gadot, Actress (33)
MAY 1

Jamie Dornan, Actor (36)
MAY 2

Dwayne Johnson, Actor (46)
MAY 3

Eric Church, Singer (41)
MAY 4

Erin Andrews, Sportscaster (40)
MAY 5

Adele, Singer (30)

What’s This Artifact?
What do you think they is? 
The item looks like a tool that was used for something im-
portant at one point in time.

The answer will be in next week’s issue of The Gaspé Spec.

Thank you to  Gaetan Garnier for 
sharing this artifact with our readers.
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Business & Professional
DIRECTORY

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!

alphonsebernard.ca
CARLETON�SUR�MER
418�364�7471
CPA

ALPHONSE BERNARD, FCPA, FCA
CLAUDE BERNARD, CPA, CA
HÉLÈNE LAGACÉ, BAA

Dr. Élaine Audet
Owner

Dentistry Service in
• Neuromuscular
• Implantology
• Aesthetic
• Periodontics

ASSOCIATES

Tel.: 418-368-0288  
28 St-Patrick, Douglastown, Quebec

Email: centre.douglas@douglastown.net
DOUGLASTOWN.NET

      

This could be
your 

advertising
space.  

Give us a call!

If you are from a household that 
has an active subscription to

The Gaspé Spec, 
you are invited to apply for the 

SPEC BURSARY

One $500 bursary will be 
awarded to the high school 

graduate showing the greatest 
academic improvement 
on their transcript between 
Grade 9 and Grade 11

and who will be continuing 
their academic 
studies at a 

post-secondary institution.

Applicants must be from one of the following schools:
Escuminac Intermediate, New Richmond High School, New Carlisle High School, Chandler Evergreen or Gaspé Polyvalent

APPLICATION PROCESS
The applicant must include in their application the follow-ing items:

GRADE 9, GRADE 10 AND GRADE 11 transcripts.The transcripts must show improvement.
Proof of involvement in community volunteer activities.This would include letters from community leaders attesting tocommunity volunteer work over the last three years.
Acceptance letter from the post-secondary institution you willbe attending.

Applicants failing to provide ALL of the above mentioneditems will be disqualified.

Student’s address must match the address of an active SpecSubscription.
Applications must be submitted by May 11, 2018, at 4 p.m.

Send your application and all required documents to:
The Gaspé Spec / Spec Bursary208-B Gerard D. Levesque

New Carlisle, QC
G0C 1Z0

The Gaspé Spec is looking for a stringer 
in the Percé/Chandler area.

You would be responsible for occasionally covering community events in the area.  
This could be in the form of a short article or providing a photo with caption.

If you have an interest in writing, current affairs or photography, 
please contact specs@globetrotter.net for more information
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