
PERCÉ - On February
2, for the first time
ever, Percé held a
“downhill crashed ice”
race. Serious consider-
ation is already under-
way about the
possibility of holding a
second edition of the
event next year. It looks
promising.

Approximately sixty
professional and amateur
athletes performed on the
track, about 30 in each
category.

Nearly 700 visitors
bought admission tickets
on Saturday while on the
other days, the admission
to the site was free. The
surroundings of the track
were packed with specta-
tors despite very cold
weather.

According to event or-
ganizer Jerry Sheehan, it took
more than a month to design
and build the track, as well as
an investment of $15,000.

Access to the track was
given to all types of skaters,
young and old. Anyone over
the age of sixteen was al-
lowed to take part in the
competitions. “The goal is to
introduce people to this sport
and attract participants for
the years to come,” says Jerry
Sheehan. He also paved the
way for professional compe-
titions by making the first run
on Saturday with his son

In spite of the extreme cold, many spectators watched the extreme race.
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Raymond and niece Megan.

Community 

involvement

Jerry Sheehan says that he
is unable to count exactly
how many volunteers partic-
ipated in this event, because
there were simply too many.
“Of course, my right-hand
man, Jocelyn Nicolas, has
been with me every step

along the way and I thank
him, but I think that was also
the job of a whole commu-

nity,” he says. He is grateful
for the participation of many
sponsors for a very first such

event, a sign that the com-
munity believed in his proj-
ect.

Extreme downhill skating in Percé

No need for digital entertainment, nature always provides the best show! Alexa Rail,
age 7, is enjoying watching the deer line up in front of her home in Port Daniel.

Natural     wonders

The results

Professional Women’s category

1st - Monica Boudreau (N.B.)
2nd - Marie-Michelle Gionet (N.B.)

3rd - Marie-Pier Lambert (N.B.)

Professional Men’s category

1st - Samuel Nadeau (N.B.)
2nd - Steven Rioux (Que.)

3rd - Olivier Larouche (Que.)

Amateur category

1st - Maxime Rehel  (Que.)
2nd - Jimmy-Lee Bourget  (Percé, Que.)

3rd - Alexis Bernier (Gaspé, Que.)
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Living on the Gaspé
Thierry Haroun
GASPÉ PENINSULA: - Vivre en Gaspésie (Living in the Gaspésie)
is part, until February 8, of  the Semaine des régions (Region’s Week)
that is taking place in Montreal and Quebec City. “There are so
many jobs available in our region to fill and that’s why we have to
take part in this important activity,” explains Migration Agent for
Vivre en Gaspésie, Christine Blanchette. On the organization’s web-
site more than 500 jobs are currently published, such as the wind-
mill sector, civil servants, health and restaurants. “We target the
youth aged between 18 and 35 who have graduated or  who are fin-
ishing their studies. We are telling them how much our region is a
great place to live and to work. And by experience 50% of  the youth
that we have convinced to participate in an internship job (stage)
over the years have decided to stay permanently in our region,” she
added, “There many financial incentives for those who decide to
try the adventure of  working in our region.” 

Gaspesians invited to help 
inspire commemorative artwork

ESCUMINAC: - Gaspesians

are invited to participate until

March 1 in the conception of

a commemorative artwork in-

stallation to honour the re-

gion’s Veterans. The artwork

will be produced in Es-

cuminac by local artist Caro-

line Dugas and will be

installed at the Pointe-à-la-

Garde rest area.

The initiative is spear-

headed by the Municipality

of Escuminac, which wishes

to call upon the Gaspé Coast

population to help inspire the

creation of that project. The

concept will be both artistic

and immersive and will pay

homage to the thousands of

Gaspesians who served dur-

ing World War I (1914-1918),

World War II (1939-1945),

the Korean War (1950- 1953),

in NATO and UN missions,

and in Afghanistan.

NATO stands for North

Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Up to 29 countries, including

Canada and the United States,

are part of that agreement and

have been asked over the

years to participate in a num-

ber of missions and drills. UN

stands for United Nations.

Canada is a member of the

United Nations and has par-

ticipated in a number of mis-

sions for that organization as

well, including peace keeping

missions.

Canadians served in the

Korean War during the com-

bat phase, which ended in

1953. Canadian soldiers

stayed in Korea until 1957

though because they played

an important role as peace

keepers.

The project was inspired

by an idea that was brought

forward by a citizen of Es-

cuminac, Michel Perkinson,

prior to the 2017 municipal

election.

“The Municipality of Es-

cuminac wishes to see this

project through to its comple-

tion while continuing along

the path of citizen participa-

tion. It is therefore a project

that originates in all parts of

the population, and in which

we want to put forth inspira-

tion from francophone, an-

glophone, and First Nations

communities, a call to broth-

erhood between these three

cultures which share a com-

mon historical bond,’’ ex-

plains Bruce Wafer, mayor of

Escuminac.

The installation of the art-

work at the Pointe-à-la-Garde

rest area “will be part of the

larger beautification project,’’

for that sector, also points out

Mr. Wafer.

The budget will be ap-

proximately $75,000. “We

are in the process of seeking

funding,’’  adds the mayor.

Caroline Dugas is also

known as La Fée Couleur

and she will base the artwork

on the theme of the poppy,

the symbol of remembrance.

On each flower, scenes hon-

ouring the service and sacri-

fice of Veterans or the impact

of conflict on Gaspesian

communities will be repre-

sented.

Ms. Dugas has partici-

pated in several projects that

have attracted public atten-

tion over recent years, includ-

ing the New Richmond mural

completed with the students

of New Richmond High

School, the Escuminac Tank

Festival and the beautifica-

tion of the Saint-Omer rest

area. 

Members of the public are

invited to put forth, either in

writing or through a drawing,

representations or elements of

inspiration that illustrate

themes such as gratitude to-

wards the service and sacrifice

of Veterans, reconciliation, les-

sons to be learned from war,

values that unite francophone,

anglophone, and First Nations

cultures and so on. The text

must not exceed 100 words.

Following this public par-

ticipation, a number of scenes

will be illustrated on the pop-

pies, with an unveiling

planned for the fall of 2019.

Those who wish to partic-

ipate are invited to send their

texts or sketches to monu-

mentgaspesien@gmail.com

before March 1, 2019.

Coming-out: a crucial time
Thierry Haroun
GASPÉ PENINSULA: - When a member of  the LGBT commu-
nity decides to “come-out,” it’s a crucial moment. Therefore, and in
that perspective, the Centre d’initiation à la recherche et d’aide au développe-
ment durable in collaboration with the  Chaleur Bay LGBT Associa-
tion and the UQAM Homophobia Research Chair have started a
study pertaining to the “coming-out” of  people aged between 15
and 30 in the Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen Islands Region. The
research which will be based on a survey and other testimonies from
family and friends should also be published in June of  2020. “This
research is so important to us and to our community because the
moment someone decides to come-out,  things change for the best
or the worse depending on how the first person to whom it was
confessed to, receives it. The strength of  this study is that it will be
based on real experiences with people who are interviewed in our
region,” explains Brian Carey, spokesperson of  the Chaleur Bay
LGBT Association.

Major renovation work at 
Hôtellerie Omer-Brazeau

Thierry  Haroun

RIMOUSKI: - Gaspesians

faced with cancer often have

to be treated at Rimouski Hos-

pital. Most of them stay at

Hôtellerie Omer-Brazeau, lo-

cated nearby. Major renova-

tions are currently underway

at that important lodging fa-

cility in order to better  serve

the clientele. 

Hôtellerie Omer-Brazeau

has played an important role

for Gaspesians faced with can-

cer and their families. The

hotel that has 75 beds in 38

rooms was built 23 years ago.

Every year about 2000 pa-

tients from all parts of Eastern

Quebec (Lower St-Lawrence,

the North Shore, the Mag-

dalen Islands and the Gaspé)

stay at that facility. Gaspesians

and Magdalen Islanders repre-

sent 70% of the clientèle at

Hôtellerie Omer-Brazeau on a

yearly basis.  The reason why

this hotel plays an important

role for these people is related

to its low rates. For one per-

son, it costs $26 per day,

which also includes breakfast

and dinner. It also provides a

wide array of services, such as

personnel available 24 hours

per day, guidance, psycholog-

ical support, laundry service,

a balcony and other leisure fa-

cilities.

Cozier and friendlier

Daniel Bénéteau, the Pres-

ident of the Eastern Quebec

Cancer Association (building

owner) says that the hotel was

due for a major revamping.

No less than $1.3 million in

work is currently underway. If

everything goes as planned,

the renovations should be

complete in June. This said,

part of its clientele is relocated

at the Hôtel des Navigateurs

(located nearby) while the ren-

ovation is underway. “Our

clientèle shouldn’t worry at

all. Our services and hotel are

always open but it’s preferable

that people reserve in advance

so that our team conducts all

the operations (between both

hotels) adequately,” adds Mr.

Bénéteau. 

In terms of renovation,

every room will be revamped

as well as the public areas

such as the kitchen, the recep-

tion hall, the dining room and

the daycare centre. “With

these major renovations, we

want to make sure that the

areas are cozier, friendlier and

intimate at the same time.

There will be new furniture

and better access for the dis-

abled. All this is made possi-

ble thanks to the generosity of

our contributors over the

years. In the coming weeks we

will organize a fundraiser in

the theme of these works,”

concludes Mr. Bénéteau.

Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca

THEGASPESPEC.COM



Page 3, February 6, 2019 - Spec

Gilles  Gagné

Quebec government announces
modifications to the gun registry 

MATAPEDIA: – On January

23, Quebec’s Minister of

Public Security, Geneviève

Gulbault, announced minor

measures to simplify the gun

registry, however, those

measures didn’t include a

delay in the deadline (Janu-

ary 29) that was initially set

by the previous government.

The three new measures

touch on points that had been

identified by hunters and

other stakeholders as major

points of aggravation. 

The obligation to notify

the registration system of

any trip exceeding 15 days

for the permit holder and his

or her weapon will be modi-

fied but the length of that pe-

riod has not yet been

determined.

Secondly, the serial num-

ber of the firearm will be the

only required registration

number. So the rule forcing

firearm owners to obtain a

second registry number will

be dropped. 

Thirdly, the owners of

firearms will no longer be

asked to measure the length

of their weapon’s barrel.

The changes won’t be in

place until the original law is

modified during the National

Assembly session that started

on February 5. This means

that the registration form

must be filled out and filed

under the previous standards. 

As of the January 29

deadline, only 23% of Que-

bec’s alleged number of

firearms had been registered.

Minister Guilbeault re-

mains vague regarding the

measures that will be taken

against the firearm owners

who did not respect that

deadline. To complicate the

matter, the Public Security

Department’s computer sys-

tem that deals with the reg-

istry was marred by a

number of bugs on deadline

day.

Alain Poitras, of the

Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-

dalen Islands Federation of

Hunters and Fishermen, is

relieved that some new

measures were adopted and

will soon be put in force. 

“We remain adamantly

opposed to the gun registry

and we will keep battling

against it though. Already, 34

municipalities have adopted

motions to oppose the gun

registry and it is far from fin-

ished,” he emphasizes.
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Police report

Julie Laurencelle, 27, from Cap d'Espoir, will spend six months
less three days in prison. During the fall of  2018, the accused
pled guilty to a fatal hit-and-run offense and having not immobi-
lized her vehicle after the accident. Following the August 2017
hit-and-run accident, Sûreté du Québec officers were able to
quickly trace her involvement. Luce Hautcoeur, 62, from Sainte-
Thérèse-de-Gaspé was the victim of  that accident, which oc-
curred at night while she was walking on the yellow line. 

Given that Julie Laurencelle has no criminal record, her driver’s
license was not suspended by Quebec Court Judge Janick Poirier.
The sentence was rendered on January 29 at the Percé court-
house.

-----
On January 28 at the Percé courthouse, Tim Lucas, 31, from
Chandler,  entered a plea of  guilty to all six counts of  drug traf-
ficking and possession of  methamphetamines, cocaine and GHB
that were laid against him following his arrest on November 23.
A pre-sentencing report will be produced over the next months.
Quebec Court Judge Janick Poirier scheduled his next court ap-
pearance for May 27. Tim Lucas was released under certain con-
ditions following his November arrest.

----
Quebec Court Judge Guylaine Tremblay will render a verdict on
March 27 following the three-day trial of  Renée Toupin, 54, from
Trois-Rivières. She is charged with criminal harassment against
Gaspesian singer Kevin Parent.

The trial was held at the Trois-Rivières courthouse. The four ha-
rassment incidents allegedly took place on June 24, 2015, in Val
Bélair, near Quebec City; on July 31, at the marina in Carleton;
on February 10, in a Shawinigan church; and on July 14, 2017, at
a Joliette concert hall.

It is Renée Toupin’s third criminal harassment trial related to her
attempts to get close to Kevin Parent. She notably broke and en-
tered the singer’s house in Carleton in 2004 and again in 2007.
She was sentenced to three months of  prison following the 2004
incident but she was judged non-criminally responsible for the
2007 intrusion in Kevin Parent’s private life. Over the years, she
has repeated many times to many people that she was dating the
singer, which was never true.

Following the verdict linked to the 2007 case, Renée Toupin in-
creased her opportunities to meet with the singer and actor. She
even moved to Carleton in 2012-2013. The name of  Kevin Par-
ent is tattooed on her neck.

During the January 28-29-30 trial, crown prosecutor Catherine
Lacoursière tried to prove that Renée Toupin’s behaviour was a
threat to the singer, given the number of  times she has harassed
him, the numerous police interventions that were triggered by
her acts and by Kevin Parent’s will to have her stop trying to
contact him. He testified at the beginning of  the trial.

Defence attorney Bertrand Jacob asked Kevin Parent if  the ac-
cused has threatened him during the four occasions she saw him
between 2015 and 2017. The singer admitted she did not utter
threats but he added that he fears for his safety. He also re-
marked that the harassment goes far beyond the acts of  a
groupie, considering that she entered his house on two occasions
in the past, the second one in the middle of  the night. She sat on
his bed on that occasion. Kevin Parent also mentioned that
Renée Toupin contacted his former girlfriend at one point. The
girlfriend was scared by that approach and eventually left Mr.
Parent.

The singer mentioned during the trial that he just wants her pres-
ence around him to stop. He emphasizes that he has tried to rea-
son with her many times in the past, using different tones,
different approaches, to no avail. He said that he only wants to
feel safe and regain his quality of  life. He wants to be able to
sleep well at night and present his shows without thinking that
she will be around. He doesn’t wish her bad luck. He just wants
the harassment to stop so he can move on to something else.
(With information provided by Radio-Canada and iheartradio.ca)

Seniors Tea and Cultural Afternoons
Melissa Mercier, 
New Horizons for Seniors Coordinator, Famliy Ties
NEW CARLISLE: - In partnership with the New Horizons for Seniors program from the Canadian
government, Family Ties organized Tea & Cultural Afternoons for seniors. Seven monthly sessions took
place between April and December 2018. The seniors took part in a variety of  activities including:
acrylic painting, container gardening, basket weaving, a guided tour of  the Kempffer House, herbal
remedies, Christmas card making, and a lunch with Christmas musical entertainment. 

In total, 66 seniors attended these activities, with 14 of  those seniors being new to Family Ties. Ad-
ditionally, 14 student volunteers from grade 5/6 at New Carlisle High School served snacks and bev-
erages, took photos, and helped the seniors with the activities. The seniors thoroughly enjoyed having
the young students there and were pleased to get to know the children. 

Many of  the seniors have expressed how much they enjoyed the activities and how they found the
workshops “fascinating.” Overall, the participants were impressed with the activities and how through
those activities they’ve gained new skills, become involved in the community, created an intergenera-
tional link, have acquired new acquaintances and become reacquainted with others in a relaxed and
fun atmosphere. 

Unfortunately, the Tea & Cultural Afternoons are now over but Family Ties is happy to announce
that new activities for seniors will be starting soon, so keep an eye out in the SPEC and on Family
Ties’ facebook page. 
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Making environmental, 
social and economic sense

The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the trustee
of a bankrupt company cannot walk away from that
firm’s obligation to render abandoned wells environ-
mentally safe. The decision was made public on Jan-
uary 31 and it makes ecological, social and economic
sense.

That judgement is based on a case that had lin-
gered in court over four years. A company called Red-
water Energy Corporation went “belly-up” in 2015. Its
bankruptcy trustee, Grant Thornton Limited, consid-
ered the decontamination of Redwater’s wells as a
secondary liability. Grant Thornton decided that the re-
imbursement of banks came foremost.

The Alberta energy regulator disagreed and or-
dered Grant Thornton to comply with end-of-life re-
quirements to render the firm’s abandoned properties,
including the wells, environmentally safe. Instead of
complying with the rules, Grant Thornton decided to
challenge the regulator’s action in court.

At the end of the process, Alberta’s Court of Appeal
favoured Redwater and Grant Thornton, which
prompted the Alberta regulator to submit the case to
the Supreme Court of Canada in 2016.

Five Supreme Court judges opted for the impor-
tance of public interests over the necessity to reim-
burse banks first in case of insolvency. Two other
judges favoured Grant Thornton’s stand.

The case can be considered a major momentum
shift. The Supreme Court upheld the polluter-pay prin-
ciple.

Alberta and other parts of Canada are far from out
of the woods yet. An estimated 155,000 wells have
been abandoned or left inactive without proper de-
contamination over the years in Alberta alone. A sum
of $57 billion, yes, $57 billion, is required for the
cleanup while the money reserved for that duty by the
industry only amounts to $1.2 billion. Who is going to
pay for that decontamination? Alberta’s tax payers will,
despite the fact that in general they are reluctantly ac-
cepting any increment in their tax bill.

The pressure is nevertheless gradually coming
from important groups of Alberta citizens, especially
the farmers, who have to deal with the negative health
effects of gas leaks and an oil contaminated water-
shed. Health authorities are starting to see those ef-
fects as well, and it could well only be the tip of the
iceberg.

Since Alberta’s Court of Appeal chose to support
Grant Thornton’s position, the number of abandoned
wells in Alberta has risen from less than 100 five years
ago to 3,200, according to the C.D. Howe Institute, a
body that isn’t known for being recognized as pro-en-
vironment.

Another assessment mentions 1,800 abandoned
wells over the last three years, with a decontamina-

tion cost exceeding $100 million.
Orphan Well Association’s last annual report men-

tioned that low oil prices meant a sharp increase in the
number of unprofitable wells it has had to take on from
bankrupt firms.

In the oil industry, there is fear that the last
Supreme Court decision will complicate the search of
funding for hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
projects considering that in the case of bankruptcy, the
interest of taxpayers will come first, instead of the
banks.

It might lead to an increase in the prices of oil and
gas but at the same time, the price of renewable en-
ergies is decreasing. Meanwhile, the investments re-
lated to those less polluting sources of energy are
increasing.

Quebec will also have to support the burden of
some abandoned oil and gas wells over the years to
come, if the province’s authorities are serious about
cleaning up those holes. Up to 950 wells have been
dug in Quebec since 1860, many of them in the Gaspé
Peninsula, and the Department of Natural Resources
doesn’t have a clue about the location of hundreds of
them.

The task of finding and neutralizing the oil and gas
leaks is apparently underway, but chances are that the
public’s pressure will have to be maintained so that
cleanup is carried out before 2050 or so.

I thought I would write this note on real paper and
send it by snail-mail, as inspired by Diane Skinner.   

I would like to thank Ms. Skinner for all her articles
in the Spec; poems, recipes, history lessons, positive
thoughts, etc. The articles are interesting, informative
and inspiring.

So thank you for giving this reader good reading
and food for thought.

E.M. Wedge, 
New Richmond, Quebec

Letter sent to Listuguj Chief, Dary Gary by Patrimoine
Gaspésie president Jean-Marie Fallu

Fate of the Busteed House
go beyond the memory

As an organization dedicated to the preservation of
the Gaspesian heritage, we wish to express our con-
cern about the fate of the Busteed House, which has
divided the members of your community, since it was
originally built on Native land. Also, as part of the re-
flection process that you have on the future of this
heritage property, we want to bring a point of view
that is intended to be constructive to your community
and to all Gaspesians.

In 2012, the Listuguj Mi'gmaq Government, of
which you are the current chief, acquired the Busteed
House from the federal government, a heritage build-
ing that was classified by the Government of Quebec
in 1987. Built in 1800 by Thomas Busteed, the house
stands out as the oldest residence on the Gaspé
Peninsula. The classification has been attributed to
this building because of its significant heritage inter-
est in its historical and architectural values, however,

this house, which has been kept in a state of neglect
and vandalism, now requires urgent renovations.

Why preserve the Busteed house? Apart from the
fact that this house has a historic and heritage value
recognized by the law, a question arises: what inter-
est and what contribution does this house represent
for your community as well as for non-native commu-
nities?

At first glance, we can understand that for the
members of your community this house has a nega-
tive meaning, many seeing it as a symbol of dispos-
session, outrageous colonialism and usurpation of
your ancestral rights. As your community is divided
on the subject, it follows that the preservation of this
house puts you in an uncomfortable situation.

However, you could turn the situation to your ad-
vantage, because the land where Busteed house is
located is a place with a rich history that could be
highlighted. The area was frequented by your Mi'g-
maq ancestors and archaeological digs that have
been done in the area have found several Native ob-
jects that bear witness to this. In addition, the house
is located on the tip of Bourdeau, formerly named
Pointe Bourdon, where there once was a French mili-
tary post in the spring of 1759, a year before the Bat-
tle of the Restigouche.

We cannot deny or forget the story. Heritage
buildings are visual reminders that deserve to be pre-
served to testify for both the present and the future.
Preserving the Busteed House on its original site
should be a reminder of the different facets surround-
ing the past of this place and a way for you, the Mi'g-
maq of Listuguj, to reconcile with a painful part of
your story and project you towards the future.

Through your public statements we see that you
have an open mind and you understand that nowa-
days we can no longer live isolated and manage in
silos. When it comes to communications and trans-
parency, you look for outside collaborations and part-
nerships, which you seem to advocate and help
break the barrier of prejudice. “The cooperation be-
tween the municipalities and the Listuguj community
is improving every day, every week.”

We note that your community is experiencing a
boom in the field of fisheries and windpower. The
time is therefore right to continue this momentum,
particularly in the tourism sector which is growing in
the Gaspé Peninsula. Magazines such as National
Geographic and Lonely Planet recently identified the
Gaspé as one of the world's top tourist destinations.
While these tourists seek out the beauty of the land-
scape, they are particularly fond of cultural and her-
itage attractions, as well as Native history and
culture, however, the history of the Mi'gmaq nation is
not well known to visitors and Gaspesians.

Go beyond the memory. You could take advan-
tage of the preservation and enhancement of the
Busteed House by creating a “Mi'gmaq Space,” a
place of commemoration and interpretation of your
story by recounting both the painful past that this
house represents as a symbol of colonialism, but
also dealing with the care of your history, your culture
and your development in connection with non-native
communities.

In this sense, the case of Paspebiac can be a re-
vealing example in terms of heritage. In the 1960s
and 1970s, some people from this municipality
wanted to see the Robin Company buildings demol-
ished, many of which represented a symbol of ex-
ploitation. By preserving these buildings, the
community of Paspebiac has preserved forever the
material traces of this system of exploitation in order
to remember forever this history. Today, the historic
site in Paspebiac is a tourist attraction and an eco-
nomic contribution for this municipality.

Also, the file of the Busteed house should be a
good time to reflect on the meaning to be given to a
heritage property from the point of view of its histori-
cal representation, but particularly in an up-to-date
perspective of your intercommunity and intergovern-
mental relations (Cross Point and the governments of
Quebec and Canada). On the basis of a reflection
rather than a reaction, we invite you to lead this issue
on the basis of values that are dear to you, such as
the need for healing and reconciliation with the past
and the desire to live together.
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Gaspé Peninsula wants to attract snowmobile enthusiasts

CHANDLER: - The Gaspé
Peninsula prefects want to bet
on the “white gold” and  attract
more snowmobilers to the re-
gion. Rocher-Percé prefect,
Nadia Minassian, has made
the development of this indus-
try a priority for her region. 

“When I spoke with my
fellow prefects, I soon realized
that all the MRCs on the
Gaspé seem to have the same
preoccupation about the im-
portance of developing winter
tourism. There’s no doubt that
it’s done through the snowmo-
bile,” says the prefect. She
says winter must be used as an
advantage. “We always want
to develop our natural re-
sources. Snow! We have a lot
of it! I think we should use that

to our advantage to develop a
beautiful snowmobile circuit
with economic benefits that
will be interesting,” she says
with a smile. The economic

spinoff from snowmobiling is
estimated at $40 million
yearly.

The competition

New Brunswick is particu-
larly aggressive with their pro-
motional campaign this year.
They have an attractive televi-
sion campaign that shows the
landscapes of the neighbour-
ing province. Other regions in
Quebec are also trying to tap
into this industry, including the
Saguenay with its Valins
mountains and significant
amounts of snow. “We can see
that ATR (Tourisme Gaspésie)
does a lot of work on winter
tourism and snowmobiling. I
think that even at the MRC
level, we can do more. As a re-
gion, we can do more. I think

we have something to consider
and elected officials must get
involved to develop this im-
portant niche,” said Ms. Mi-
nassian. 

“We need the snowmobile
industry to be pushed forward
as a destination in its own right
to make it a growing industry,"
added Stéphane Boudreau,
President of the Hostellerie
Baie-Bleue located in Car-
leton-sur-Mer.  Mr. Boudreau
also indicated that snowmobile
enthusiasts can drive in the
forest and proceed to finish
their circuit on the seaside with
exceptional views all around
the peninsula.

A good start 

to the season 

Snowmobilers are once

again out and about on the
Coast.  Those clients are al-
ready stopping in at many
Gaspesians hotels, including
the Caribou Inn in Riviere-au-
Renard, at the Fraser Hotel in
Chandler, at Francis in New
Richmond and at Carleton’s
Baie-Bleue and local promot-
ers point out that this season
promises to be comparable to
the last one. 

“February's bookings are
excellent and March is here.
With the large amount of snow
we have received, we are still
expecting an exceptional sea-
son,” says Mr. Boudreau. 

Snowmobile tourists from
the United States are particu-
larly present this year. At the
Baie-Bleue, 75% of the clien-
tele come from the United
States.

Modernization plan at Saint-Elzéar sawmill progressing well

SAINT-ELZÉAR: – The mod-
ernization project at the Asso-
ciation coopérative forestière’s
Saint-Elzéar  sawmill is “pro-
gressing,” according to director
general Mario Pouliot who
hopes to be able to announce it
this coming spring.

The management of the co-
operative (ACF) has reviewed
the project since presenting its
main aspects in January 2018.
Back then, the expected cost of
revamping some sections of the
plant was $10 million. Mario
Pouliot now talks about an ini-
tiative that could cost between
$6 million and $8 million.

“We have revised our proj-
ect. We have looked at all the
aspects of the plant, our input,
our guaranteed wood supplies,
the planer section and what we
must do on our production line.
The modernization will mainly
concentrate on our planer line.
The sawing line will only re-
quire about $1 million out of an
$8 million project,” explains
Mr. Pouliot.

According to Mr. Pouliot,
the planer line has required an
upgrade for many years.

“Our employees are still
piling wood outside. It is -20
degrees today (January 29) and
we might be the only sawmill
of that size in Quebec to have
people working outside at the
end of the planer line. I must
put my staff inside if I want to
keep them. It is already hard
enough to find workers,” says
Mario Pouliot.

He remains discreet about
the funding package that has to
be put together in order to se-
cure the modernization of the
plant.

“We will contribute some
capital ourselves but we need
outside support. The funding
arrangement will include loans
and, we hope, some grants as
well. We have approached the
Quebec government but also
the federal government, as
Canada Economic Develop-
ment has a program for our
kind of project,” says Mario
Pouliot.

“We really need that plant
upgrading. If the sawmill stays
as it is now, we won’t survive
the next economic slump,” he
adds.

The cooperative was, nev-
ertheless, very profitable in
2018. “We were profitable but
all the sawmills in Quebec
were last year. The prices were
very high for the better part of
the year, for example, we re-
ceived $750 per 1,000 board
feet for quite a while. The price
then plunged fast by 40%, to
$450 but we already hear that
prices are about to pick up. It

has already started in some
markets. We prefer when there
is more regularity, more pre-
dictability in prices,”  states
Mr. Pouliot.

Even if the official results of
2018 are not available yet, as
the ACF financial year just
ended on January 31, the coop-
erative makes annual sales of
approximately $25 million.
Once the books will be audited,
the official results will be com-
municated to the 180 members
at the end of April.

The supply of the Saint-
Elzéar sawmill hovered be-
tween 170,000 and 180,000
cubic metres of wood last year.
The guaranteed supply from
public land reached 110,000
cubic metres, while between
30,000 and 40,000 additional
cubic metres were bought
through the public land’s auc-
tion process.

The Association coopéra-
tive forestière is one of the
main customers of the

Gaspésie Wood Producers
Syndicate, with wood acquisi-
tions totalling an average
40,000 cubic metres annually.

“Our plant is designed to
process 250,000 cubic metres
of wood yearly, however, we
only process 170,000 cubic
metres or so but we have the
same fixed costs, the same mu-
nicipal taxes to pay whether we
process a larger volume or a
smaller volume of wood. That
is why I would like to increase
our supply for 2019 to 200,000,
maybe 210,000 cubic metres. It
would improve our production
cost,” explains Mario Pouliot.

Besides being confident to
land the modernization project
this year, he is confident that
the lumber markets will be
good as well.

“We have settled a couple
of issues regarding our by-
products. We have reached
agreements for our wood chips
with the Twin Rivers mill in
Edmundston and the AV Cell

Mill in Atholville, New
Brunswick. We are also selling
all our sawdust and shavings to
the Uniboard plant in Sayabec
and we have reached an agree-
ment with AV Cell for the bark.
So the by-product situation has
really evolved quite a lot,”
points out Mr. Pouliot.

The cooperative manage-
ment wants to expand its mar-
kets in 2019. “Over recent
years, we have mainly sold our
wood to the Maritimes and
Quebec, and a bit less to On-
tario. We have avoided the
United States because we are
penalized by their tax on im-
port. We will sell more to On-
tario this year because we will
start using the railway. There is
a shortage of trucks and it is
cheaper by rail over long dis-
tances. In fact, we might use
the railway even if we send
some of the lumber to Mon-
treal,” states Mr. Pouliot.

The Gaspésie Railway So-
ciety will install a siding for the
Saint-Elzéar cooperative in
New Richmond this spring.
Originally, the firm’s lumber
was supposed to be loaded in
New Carlisle but the project
ended when the line was put in
a dormant state east of Caplan
by Transport Quebec four years
ago.

The Association coopera-
tive forestière of Saint-Elzéar
provides work to 130 people di-
rectly, 70 at the sawmill, about
40 in wood harvesting, trans-
port and measuring, and close
to 20 people in silviculture du-
ties. Those latter jobs are going
from the end of the spring to the
fall. Close to 100 additional
jobs depend indirectly on the
cooperative’s activities.

Photos: N. Sergerie

Prefect Nadia Minassian
wants to further develop the
snowmobile industry on the
Gaspé.

Photo: G. Gagné

The Gaspésie Railway Society will install a siding for the Saint-Elzéar cooperative in New Rich-
mond this spring. The rails were brought to the location in November.
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Inventory of  deer population 
began on January 25
Gilles Gagné
HOPE TOWN – On January 25, Quebec’s Department of  Forest, Wildlife and Parks started
the inventory of  deer on the Gaspé Peninsula.  Two helicopters, a gray one and a blue one, are
used in the procedure. The first three days of  the inventory were carried out in the Bay of
Chaleur area, notably in Hope Town (photo). The ministry’s crew then moved to the Gaspé
area. At times, the helicopters could be seen passing at a very low altitude. 

The first observations confirm some previous conclusions drawn by biologists; fewer and
fewer deer are present in the deep woods and are more commonly seen around towns and vil-
lages, especially near farms. 

The biologists are seeking three main goals with the inventory: getting an update about the
geographical distribution of  deer in the Gaspé Peninsula, checking if  it is still relevant to main-
tain protected areas for deer on public land and to evaluate the total size of  the herd. On pub-
lic land there are approximately 40 protected areas for deer. It will take weeks before the
assessment and the analysis stemming from the count are ready to be released.
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Fred predicts a late spring
Ariane Aubert Bonn
VAL-D’ESPOIR: – Fred, the Gaspesian groundhog predicted a late
spring on February 2 at the Val-D’Espoir’s 10th Groundhog Day.
For the last time of  his “career”, Gros-Fred, the very first groundhog
to make that kind of  prediction in Quebec, saw his shadow, which
means a late arrival of  the spring. 

He is making way for his son, Petit-Fred. Gros-Fred is now ready
for retirement, says his owner and founder of  Groundhog Day in
Val-d’Espoir, Roberto Blondin. “The normal life expectancy of  a
groundhog is eight years and Fred is now ten. He has a white ring
of  fur now. It will be a well-deserved retirement,” said Mr. Blondin,
following the prediction. 

He talked to Fred for a few seconds before communicating the
prediction to Méganne Perry Mélançon, the Member of  the Na-
tional Assembly for the riding of  Gaspé, who announced it to the
crowd. Up to 400 people attended the ceremony and the pancake
breakfast that followed at the village’s church. As years pass, the
event attracts a growing number of  visitors from outside the Percé
area and the Gaspé Peninsula.
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102 and never owned a mop!

SANDY BEACH: - Mary

Miller née Patterson  was born

on January 23, 1917.  One

hundred and two years later

she’s an inspiration and  a vi-

brant part of  her Sandy Beach

and  Wakeham communities.

She’s seen many changes

over one hundred years:  a one

room schoolhouse heated by

wood, housing grades one to

seven.  She  played hide and

seek and kick the can with her

friends (no technology then)

and  used a  horse and buggy

to get around or went on foot. 

She remembers  having a

garden and pigs, cows, hens

and sheep from which they

used the wool for yarn and all

the work that went with this

lifestyle.  She lived through

the war, kept boarders during

those years,  and worked at

a shirt factory in later

years.  Mary  also raised

a family and two of her

nephews:  Allan and Boyd

Young  from a very young

age. As her niece Lorna

says,  “She is just so  kind.

I remember when my

youngest brother died very

suddenly, I was  young with

two small children of my

own  and Aunt Mary and

Uncle Austin came to the

house and just took over.  An-

other time when my little girl

was sick they came to the hos-

pital and insisted Larry and I

go home to rest.” Debby

Boulay remembers when her

mom had  tuberculosis and

Aunt Mary brought her home

to nurse her back to health. 

Lorna made a toast to her

aunt at the birthday party,

saying her long life was no

doubt due to her determina-

tion, independence,  good eat-

ing habits and doing what she

wanted to do and not what

others suggested.

At 99, Lorna says,  she was

still walking every day on the

road chatting to people along

the way, but always called me

before she left and when she

got back so I wouldn’t worry. 

Consideration for others

and kindness  are other  qual-

ities that make  Mary special

to her family and friends.  

Mary,  on the other hand,

says  modestly that she’s not

sure about  her secret to a

long and healthy life,  but  on-

lookers and those closest to

her  would agree that her

fierce independence  is  one

factor.  At 102 Aunt Mary, as

she is affectionately called by

most, related or not, lives hap-

pily at her home in Sandy

Beach. She still does her own

cooking  and gets along fine

with  just  a bit of outside

help.  Carole, the lady who

goes in once a week to help

out,  says it is the only house

where she washes the floors

on her hands and knees and

she does so  knowing full

well  that if she doesn’t,

Mary will.   

Up to a couple of

years ago, Mary  still

walked outside every

day and tended her

garden but an un-

fortunate fall had

her family put a

stop to those two

activities  deemed

too dangerous for a 

one hundred-year-

old.  

She may not get

out to walk anymore

but she certainly still

gets out.  

Playing cards is one of

Mary’s favourite pastimes

and she does so at least once a

week.   

Cynthia Patterson, her

minister, says Mary tells her

who needs what in pastoral

care in her community. When

it comes to prayers and com-

munion  during which people

can stand, sit or kneel,  it’s al-

ways “a full kneel” for Mary. 

Cynthia smiles and adds,

“during our  coffee get to-

gethers she lines up rides to

the whist card parties. 

Mary who is still quilting

at 102 has taught half the

community to quilt.  Made-

leine says Mary taught her

how to make heels on socks

and her best memory is when

she came to spend the winter

with her brother, Joe Patter-

son, and they needed wood to

make a fire and Mary insisted

on going to  the basement to

get it.

Heather Patterson, who

does Aunt Mary’s hair,   also

remembers her homemade

bread and as she no longer

makes her own, brought her a

loaf for her special day.  

Debby tells the story of

when she told her she had

sore knees and was having

trouble washing her floors

and  she said I can go do your

floors for you.  This lady is al-

ways ready to give back to

her friends, family and  com-

munity and has spent a  life-

time as a  member of the

ACW Anglican Church

Women and the Guild.  

One memory shared was

from back in the day when it

was forbidden to dance on

Sundays and New Year’s Eve

happened to be on Sunday.

Aunt Mary and her family

waited  and watched the clock

and started dancing at the

stroke of midnight. 

Family and a close knit

circle of friends from the

community attended Mary’s

birthday  party. One of  her

nieces,   Martha,  came  all

the way from Ottawa with her

son Sean Costello who is a

photographer, especially to

take pictures.  

There was lots of laughter

and reminiscing. Perhaps the

funniest  moment of the after-

noon was when the ladies

were preparing lunch in the

kitchen. Mary’s comment

was, “If I was out there I’d

have that going by now.” 

So the secrets to long life

are forging relationships

through the years that last,

sharing your time and your

talents, teaching others to knit

and quilt, being a part of com-

munity suppers and card par-

ties, and  having a spiritual

community as well.   Last,

but not least, Mary thinks

what may help is her habit of

having a small drink of

brandy and cranberry juice

every night before bed.

Happy 102 birthday to an

incredibly independent, re-

sourceful and kind lady.  May

you continue to bring laugh-

ter and joy to those around

you.

Our
Deadline is
Thursday

Mary Miller recently celebrated her 102 birthday.

Many family and friends came to celebrate with Mary.
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MURDOCHVILLE: - The
mayor of Murdochville,
Délisca Ritchie-Roussy, is
asking the Quebec’s Transport
Ministry to take action to pre-
vent the recurrence of inci-
dents such as that of January
22. During that incident 25
vehicles remained stuck on
Route 198 in the cemetery
area.  Mayor Délisca Ritchie-
Roussy is asking the Trans-
port Ministry to find
solutions.  “It can be nice else-
where, but when you get to
that spot, you can’t  see the
sky or the ground when it is
windy and snowing. I think
the Department of Transport
should plant trees. It would
prevent such large winds,”
claims the mayor.  The De-
partment of Transport has
heard the message. “We will
take the time to analyze the
situation in terms of the envi-
ronment, the shape of the road
and everything in order to see

Route 198:  Murdochville wants changes
what would be the best way to
meet the needs,” says the
MTQ spokesperson for the
Bas-Saint-Laurent-Gaspésie-
Îles-de-la-Madeleine, Claire
Pouliot.  In addition to the
configuration of the road, the
ministry will also be looking
at possible measures to mini-
mize blowing snow such as a
windbreak hedge, installing
snow fences or any other ele-
ment that could prove to be
effective.

Cellphone 

signal  

Fortunately, the cellular
network works in this area, al-
lowing motorists to call for
help,  however, if the incident
had occurred a few miles from
Murdochville, people would
have been left to their own de-
vices.  “We asked for it two
years ago. It has become es-
sential. Tomorrow morning, I
will be on Route 198. It's ex-
tremely dangerous because

you cannot communicate with
anyone,” says Ritchie-Roussy.
The president of the Re-
groupement des préfets de la
Gaspésie, Guy Gallant, dis-
cussed this issue with the re-

gional minister during his
visit to New Richmond on
January 24.  Marie-Ève
Proulx indicated that Quebec
is ready to invest in improving
cellular coverage, provided

that Ottawa makes it a prior-
ity.  

The 25 vehicles remained
prisoners in the snow on Jan-
uary 22, only a few kilometers
from Murdochville. Winds
and blowing snow had re-
duced visibility to zero.  The
turn near the cemetery at the
eastern entrance of the town is
known to be problematic in
winter and snowdrifts often
form when it’s windy.  On
January 22, the situation could
have been catastrophic when
a young motorist got stuck in
the snow along this turn. For-
tunately, she only had minor
injuries, but the other vehicles
on the road had to stop and
became stuck in the snow.

The police had difficulty
getting to the scene to help be-
cause the visibility was only
three to four metres.

This bend in the road is often troublesome during poor winter
weather conditions.

Nelson Sergerie

GASPÉ – More snow has
fallen in Gaspé than anywhere
else in Quebec. Since the be-
ginning of the winter, 328 cen-
timetres have been recorded at
the Michel Pouliot Airport, the
location where Environment
Canada conducts meteorolog-
ical surveys. The usual amount
of snowfall for a winter is ap-
proximately 372 centimetres.
At this rate, the region could
exceed the record of 590 cen-
timetres recorded in the winter
of 1993-1994. “At the end of
January 1994, we were at 296
centimetres and now we are at

More snow in Gaspé 
than anywhere else in Quebec

328. We are about thirty cen-
timetres ahead. If we look at
the months of February and
March 1994, we had amounts
close to exceeding 100 cen-
timetres. It's quite possible, but
it will depend on the trajecto-
ries of the different depres-
sions to come,” says
Environment Canada's meteo-
rologist Alexandre Parent. 

Record for January

It is not a surprise that Jan-
uary is going in the record
books for the amount of snow
received. During the month of
January 185.4 centimetres was

RéGIM shuttle service gets slightly
better results than a year ago

CARLETON – The number of
passengers using the RéGIM
shuttle service to take the VIA
Rail train in Campbellton fell
slightly over the Christmas
and New Year’s Day break
compared to the correspon-
ding 2017-2018 period but the
occupancy rate increased
slightly.

In 2017-2018, 204 passen-
gers had used 21 shuttles be-
tween Gaspé and Camp-
bellton, compared to 187 peo-
ple in 15 shuttles over the last
holidays. The occupancy rate
of the bus went from 18 to
24% between 2017-2018 and
2018-2019.

The RéGIM management
considers that traffic increase

a success and praises VIA
Rail’s collaboration, which
was “a key element in the suc-
cess of that project,” says
Marie-André Pichette, direc-
tor general of the Régie inter-
municipale de transport de la
Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-
Madeleine, or RéGIM.

“For a second year, the re-
sults are positive and show
that there is demand for that
service. The shuttles fill a
need of the population. We
also gather that through the
numerous positive comments
made by users and the encour-
agement of the organizations
linked to the service. The
budgetary objectives of users’
revenues were even reached
this year,” points out Daniel
Côté, president of RéGIM.

The president of VIA Rail,
Yves Desjardins-Siciliano is
glad that the shuttle service
coupled by his corporation’s
Ocean train satisfied the users.

“That excellent intermodal
option allowed people to leave
their cars at home, avoid the
stress of winter driving and
have a good time on board,”
he said.

Since 2010, RéGIM has
offered a weekday shuttle
service in the five MRCs of
the Gaspé Peninsula, as well
as in the Magdalen Islands.
The company also offers spe-
cial services on certain occa-
sions, including the VIA Rail
shuttle during the Christmas
break. RéGIM carries approx-
imately 100,000 people
yearly.

recorded at Michel Pouliot
Airport, more than twice the
normal average of 80 cen-
timetres. The previous record
of 153 centimetres was regis-
tered in 1969, however, in
1936, 186 centimetres had
been recorded, but the station
was located downtown.
“When you change stations
that are not in the same place
and the technology is not the
same, it's difficult to com-
pare,” says the meteorologist.

Although January seemed
very cold, the average of the
month was -11.3 degrees Cel-
sius while the norm is -11.6
degrees Celsius.

Barachois Community Liaison 
Jessica Synnott
BARACHOIS: - Vision Gaspé
Percé Now has hired Patricia
Ste. Croix Annett to fill a new
position within the organization:
Community Liaison for Bara-
chois and surrounding areas.
The official name of  the project
is The Villages of  Malbaie. Fol-
lowing consultations with part-
ners and community members,
it became clear that a commu-
nity liaison in the area would be
beneficial in supporting local or-
ganizations and to determine
the needs of  the community. 

Patricia is definitely up to the
challenge! A resident of  Bara-
chois, she is familiar with the
community and her extensive experience and training make her per-
fect for this position.

One of  Patricia’s tasks will be to produce a plan for how Vision
and organizations in the Villages of  Malbaie (from Saint Georges de
Malbaie/Bougainville to Corner of  the Beach) can improve and
strengthen the area. She will be using a lot of  different skills in her
new position: working with individuals, committees, and partners;
recruiting volunteers and encouraging people to participate in
events; helping to organize and advertise community events, classes,
and workshops; helping francophone organizations increase their
ability to reach English-speakers and develop appropriate programs;
develop an information centre; and more! This will create a one-
stop shop for residents of  Barachois and those who work within the
community. In a nutshell, the Liaison is working to make the com-
munity a more inclusive and vibrant place to live.

Please feel free to contact Patricia for assistance. If  she is not
able to help you directly, she can direct you to someone who will!
The Vision satellite office is located at the Barachois Recreation
Centre in the Allison Aubut Library (1062 route 132 east, Bara-
chois).  Contact information for Patricia and the Liaison Office is –
Phone Number (mobile): 418-360-3989; and e-mail: p.stecroix-an-
nett@vgpn.ca.  The creation of  the Community Liaison is thanks
to funding from the Secretariat for relations with English-speaking
Quebecers (SRQEA) and the Community Health and Social Serv-
ices Network (CHSSN).

Patricia Ste. Croix Annett,
Community Liason for Barachois

Photo: N. Sergerie
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Reflections 

by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Winter Blues
Perhaps your favourite thing about winter is when it’s over.

Even those of  us who shiver at the thought of  the frigid wind
whipping around our heads can see some beauty in winter.
The first snow, “diamond” snow when the ice crystals reflect
the light, snow-covered trees, the quiet after a raging snow-
storm, these can all be appreciated by those who do not adore
winter, however, there is a fairly common malady that affects
a great number of  people in the darker and colder months.
The winter blues are very real for many people. According to
researchers approximately six percent of  people have SAD
(Seasonal Affective Disorder) and another 14% suffer from
what is termed seasonal mood changes.  This is known as the
winter blues. That is a pretty significant percentage of  the pop-
ulation that feels “down” in winter.

Studies back up the notion that this is a real condition and
attribute it to this time of  year when there is less natural sun-
light. The lack of  sunlight causes our body rhythms to get all
confused because of  the reduced sunlight.  This leads to a lack
of  serotonin, which we get from vitamin D.  Serotonin is
known as the “feel-good” brain chemical.  On top of  that very
cold and icy weather means that we may not get outside as
much.  This adds to a feeling of  sadness.  Not getting out can
also mean that we are more isolated.  All of  this is not bene-
ficial for our mental well-being. 

Should we fight these feelings?  Can we fight these feel-
ings?  Well, yes, we should because many find that their win-
ter blues cause them to sleep more, crave carbs and thereby
gain weight. This does not help improve our mood at all. If
you have SAD or a case of  the winter blues, try these ideas to
boost your outlook. Of  course, if  you are feeling extremely
down, perhaps depressed, speak to a health care professional. 
1. Get busy. Find things to do so that it takes your mind off
the winter blues feeling. You could find a new hobby, make a
list of  books you want to read, take a course, go to the gym,
or deep clean your cupboards.  
2. Embrace winter. That’s right, get outside and find some-
thing you enjoy doing. Skiing is too much for you?  Try snow-
shoeing.  Go skating. Play outside with a child and build a
snowman or make snowangels. Have a snowball fight.  Build
a snowcastle. Everyone benefits.
3. Listen to music. Find the music that you love.  Turn up
the volume and dance around the room like nobody is watch-
ing. just not at night with the curtains open. If  you have no
neighbours close by, do as you wish! Music can lift your mood.  
4. Smell something good. Certain scents are believed to lift
your mood.  Aromatherapy can be a powerful factor.  Scents
that are recommended include lavender, citrus and pepper-
mint.  An aromatherapy candle or a diffuser are available in
many scents.  Choose one that lifts your mood.
5. Try a light box. These can be purchased online and are
lights that you use to restore your “happy” brain chemicals.
Plug it in and sit in front of  the lights. We know that there is
a connection between sunlight and depression. This light ther-
apy lamp may be effective after about a week, in sessions of  30
minutes or so. 
6. Take vitamin D. People over 50, in particular, have lower
levels of  vitamin D which is said to be mood elevating.  Sup-
plements of  400 to 600 i.u. daily seem to be the suggested
dosage but do ask your doctor or pharmacist. On the days
when the sun is shining, get outside and get your vitamin D the
natural way, as well.

Years ago, I heard this message for winter. “Dear Winter,
I am breaking up with you.  I think its time I start seeing other
seasons, besides, summer is hotter than you.”  Resist those
winter blues.  Fight against that “down in the dumps” feeling.
One day, this winter will be over and the sun will shine.  

The state of the Busteed house has deteriorated considerably over the last decade.

Patrimoine Gaspésie questions
the future of the Busteed house

CROSS POINT – Jean-Marie

Fallu, the founder of Patri-

moine Gaspésie, an organiza-

tion that aims to protect

Gaspesian heritage, has writ-

ten to the chief of Listuguj,

Darcy Gray, because he is

worried about the future of the

Busteed house in Pointe-à-la-

Croix.

Built in 1800 by Thomas

Busteed just west of Listuguj,

the Busteed house is arguably

the oldest residence on the

Gaspé Peninsula. William

Busteed, a member of the

family’s sixth generation to

live in the house, sold it in

2009 to the federal govern-

ment. It was in very good state

at the time.

The property was trans-

ferred to the Listuguj Mi’g-

maq Government in 2012. The

house hasn’t been lived in

since it was sold in 2009 and

is now showing signs of van-

dalism. Windows have been

broken and replaced by ply-

wood panels. Beams have

been added to support parts of

the verandah’s roof.

Over the years, the popula-

tion of Listuguj has been di-

vided about the Busteed

house. It is considered by

many people to be a symbol of

colonialism. Some documents

dating back to the 1890s show

that several pieces of Native

land in Cross Point were used

by non-Natives as farmland,

woodlots and to build proper-

ties. Thomas Busteed bought

his piece of land from a local

owner but the property title

has been contested several

times.

Jean-Marie Fallu does not

want to tell the people of Lis-

tuguj or Chief Darcy Gray

what to do, but he wants to

start some kind of dialogue

and make useful suggestions.

“I want to support Chief

Gray. I understand the contro-

versy about the perception

linked to the past, about the

house being considered by

many as a sign of oppression.

However, we cannot collec-

tively let go or demolish all

the signs of oppression that

are present around us. In

Paspebiac, in the 1960s, the

question of demolishing the

Robin buildings was consid-

ered because they were an old

symbol of the oppression im-

posed by the owners of the

company, even if that oppres-

sion was rooted in a distant

past. The Paspebiac buildings

were finally preserved and the

reality of the oppression is

presented there,” explains

Jean-Marie Fallu.

“So the Busteed house

could be the place where the

history of the controversy sur-

rounding the house is pre-

sented. It would be a way to

make peace with the past and

not forget,” he adds.

The Busteed house is pro-

tected by the classification is-

sued in 1987 by the Quebec

Department of Culture and

Communications. Officially,

that department is supposed to

protect the house, however,

the matter is somewhat touchy

because it was acquired by the

Canadian government and is

therefore considered to be part

of Listuguj, a territory under

federal jurisdiction.

Over more than two cen-

turies, controversy has risen

on several occasions as to

whether or not the house was

built on Native land.

“For example, a surveyor

by the name of Fafard issued

a report in 1899 stating that

properties near the Busteed

house were used by non-Na-

tives despite being located on

Native land,” points out Jean-

Marie Fallu.

If the house is of very little

or no interest for the Listuguj

Mi’gmaq government, could it

be moved?

“When a heritage protected

house is moved, its status is

denatured through altering its

integrity, which affects its au-

thenticity because the integrity

of a building is closely linked

to its original premise,” says

Mr. Fallu.

SPEC is waiting for a reply
from other stakeholders and
will publish their viewpoints
on the fate of the Busteed
house in an upcoming issue.

No concrete plans 
for Busteed House yet
Statement from Listuguj Chief, Darcy Gray
LISTUGUJ: - We understand that the house is important to Gaspe-
sians and we are sensitive to their concerns, however, it is necessary
to remember that the Busteed House does not have the same mean-
ing for the Listuguj community. For us, this building bears witness
to a heavy colonial legacy.     

Our community has recently recovered rights allowing access to
its ancestral lands, after being stolen from us for decades, also, our
community is still hurting and is in the process of  healing. Think-
ing about the future of  this building is not an easy thing for us yet.     

Listuguj takes care of  the maintenance of  the building and we
draw from our budgets to finance its maintenance. Listuguj is re-
sponsible for the heating and electricity. We do everything in our
power to monitor the premises.    

The building is currently barricaded to protect it from vandalism
while the Listuguj Council is in the process of  contemplating its fu-
ture.  Projects such as a healing centre, a cultural centre or tourism
are being considered, but we have no date or announcement to be
made at this time.
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HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

Classic 
Memorials

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REPS:

Albert Burton - New Richmond       418-391-6526

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle           418-752-6041

Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules         418-759-3270
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Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

Q MONUMENTS P. FOURNIER 
GUARANTEED QUALITY
Tel: 418-892-5312
Cell: 418-355-4799
pfmonuments@gmail.com
641 Forillon Blvd, Gaspé, Que.

WE ALSO REPLACE 
FOUNDATIONS, AND 
PROVIDE CLEANING 
AND REPAINTING.

A Division of MGI

Since 1846

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gilles Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary
Gaël Tremblay, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Order your announcement online at 

THEGASPESPEC.COM

OUR RATES: CARD OF THANKS, BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT, PRAYER, ENGAGEMENT, BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, MEMORIAL SERVICE ANNOUNCE-
MENT: $30  ($35 with picture)  up to 20 lines. IN MEMORIAM: $30 ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines - $40 ($45 with picture) More than 20 lines OBITUARY OR WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT:
$40.00 ($45.00 with picture) (Max. 300 words) Please send your announcement to: joan.spec@globetrotter.net Announcements for this page should be submitted typed or printed and paid in advance. To have your photo

returned, please send a stamped self-addressed envelope. SUBMISSIONS  FOR THIS PAGE MUST  BE IN OUR OFFICE BY THURSDAY.

GUIGNION: Percy
     In loving memory of a dear father and grandfa-
ther who passed away February 12, 1995.
The love you gave us for many years
Will never from us part,
Though you have gone beyond our reach
You are always in our hearts.
     Forever loved and sadly missed by Janis, Judy,
Graham and grandchildren.

KIROUAC: Laura
     In loving memory of our mother and grand-
mother who passed away February 6, 1990.
As years roll on and days go by
Loving memories never die.
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept
Of the one we loved and will never forget.
Asleep in God’s beautiful garden
Sheltered from sadness or pain
Safe in God’s keeping, till we meet again.
     Still missed and loved, Phyllis and family.

I N  M E M O RY

Since 1846

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

IN BUSINESS FOR 35 YEARSProud to serve you!

Distributors of petroleum products:  diesel, furnace oil, stove oil, gas and motor oil

HEAD OFFICE:
Bonaventure
125 Route 132
Bonaventure, QC G0C 1E0
Tel.: (418) 534-2777
Fax: (418) 534-4210
csc@petrolescpoirier.com

Chandler
125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC G0C 1K0
Tel: (418) 689-2595

Gaspé
216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé, QC G4X 2B3
Tel.: (418) 368-8777

Since 1846

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 418­752­5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 418­689­5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 418­759­5553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Birthday wishes to Olive Dow who
celebrated her 97th birthday on February 6.

Love Nellie and Wilson

Happy Birthday

LES SERVICES INVESTORS LIMITÉE*

Gérald Bourdages
Financial Planner
and Representative for 
Mutual Funds

A member company of Power Corporation

Tel: 418-368-5481

Fax: 418-368-1782

E-Mail: Gerald.Bourdages@Investorsgroup.com

Since 1846

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

This advertising
space could

be yours!



UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, February 10
10:30 a.m. Hope Town

p.m.  “You Must Be Born Again.”

NEW CARLISLE:
Royal Canadian

Legion
February 14: Valentine Supper
at the New Carlisle Chalet from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. $25 per cou-
ple. $8 for 12 and under. Com-
plete meal, dessert, tea or
coffee. (Choice of two meals)
Tickets available by calling
Laura at 418-752-6799 or Ethel
at 418-751-4342.

NEW CARLISLE:
Curling Bonspiel

Linda Lemore Curling Bonspiel
(Tournament) will be held on
the weekend of March 15-17.

NEW RICHMOND:
Flea Market

New clothing has arrived, $1
each. Good, hot meal at noon.
Free. Donations accepted. We
also give away hundreds of
items every week. To donate or
obtain furniture, please call
418-392-5161. Open on Fri-
days and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 248 Perron
Blvd, New Richmond.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 
Royal Canadian Legion 

Br. 172
The Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 172, meets monthly
every third Saturday at the Le-
gion located at 55 Gallagher St.
February 10: Valentine brunch
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Adults $12, Children (under 12)
$8. Bring your sweetheart and
join us for a great meal.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club 

Every Thursday: Dame de
Pique at 1 p.m. $5 per person.
Every Tuesday: Bingo begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Welcome to all.
February 23: Potluck supper
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
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BARACHOIS:
Legion Branch 261

Every Monday: The Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 261,
will be having a bingo  at 7 p.m.
at the Legion.
Every Tuesday: Sandbags
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Every Thursday: Darts from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Lloyd Roussel at
418-645-3700 or 418-645-
2786.

BARACHOIS:
Recreation Centre

February 15: The Barachois
Recreation Centre will be hold-
ing 18+ money bingos at 7 p.m.
Bilingual. Over $600 in cash
prizes.

BARACHOIS:
Recreation Centre

Every Saturday: From 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m, soup, hot-
dogs, sandwiches, dessert, tea
and coffee will be served. From
12 p.m. to 4 p.m., there will be
card and board games for all
ages and  sliding (crazy carpets
provided). Raffles held weekly.
Lunch and activities free for all
ages. Sponsored by: Mountain-
view Golden Age Club, Legion
Branch 261, Barachois & Area
Development Committee and
Barachois Recreation Centre.

PORT DANIEL: 
Three Star

Golden Age Club
Every Wednesday: Petanque
from 7 to 9 p.m. Cost $3. Come
and join the fun and learn a
new game!
February 15: Potluck supper
at 5 p.m.
February 23: Military Whist
beginning at 8 p.m.

HOPE TOWN:
Hope Baptist Church

Hope Baptist Church welcomes
you. Sunday School for all ages

at 9:45 a.m. and Corporate
Worship at 11 a.m. on Sundays.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Young Peoples for grades 7-11
at 7 p.m. on Fridays. 305 Route
132 West, Hope Town, 418-
752-5838.

Hope Town
Winter Carnival 

Date Change 
Friday, February 8: 4:30 – 6
p.m. Casserole supper, 12 and
up $10; 7 – 11 $5; 6 and under
FREE. 7 p.m. Gift Bingo $10 se-
ries or 3/$20.

HOPE TOWN:
Community Centre

February 9: Military whist be-
ginning at 8 p.m.
February 16: Crib tournament
beginning at 1 p.m. Registration
at 12:30 p.m. $10 per person.

NEW CARLISLE:
Heritage New Carlisle

February 9: Woodcarving from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Learn to carve
on wood with specialist Marcel
Beaulieu and take home a fin-
ished product. Cost $15.
February 16, 23 & March 2:
Learn the basics of quilting with
artisan Violette Arsenault. Dur-
ing this quilting bee, which con-
sists of three full day sessions,
one quilt will be crafted by a
group of people who each work
on a square.  The finished quilt
will be auctioned and the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the
Linda Lemore Brown Founda-
tion. Cost: $25. To register: her-
itagenc@globetrotter.net, by
phone 418-752-1334 or face-
book.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bible Chapel Services

Sunday: Breaking of Bread for
Believers - 9:30 a.m.;  Sunday
night service - 7 p.m.;  Wednes-
day: Bible Study and Prayer - 7

ANGLIGAN
CHURCH

OF CANADA

For Rent: Furnished one bed-
room basement apartment in
New Carlisle, with private bath-
room and recreation room, and
garage parking. Shared laundry
and kitchen. No pets allowed.
Smoking permitted. Looking for
a responsible, mature, English-
speaking person. $500 per
month, which includes electric-
ity and internet. First and last
month’s rent required - no
lease. Available February 15.
Call Rob at  418-752-7540.

YORK:
York River Seniors

February 16: In conjunction
with the Wakeham-York Winter
Carnival, the York River FADOQ
Seniors’ Club will be holding a
Lumberjack Supper at the York
River Community Hall. A first
sitting will be at 5 p.m. with a
second one at 6 p.m. No take-
outs. $12 for adults and $6 for
children 10 and under. Some of
the items on the menu include
stew, corn beef hash, baked
beans, shepherds’ pie, turnip
wack, baguettes, and cottage
pudding. Bar service available.

MALBAY:
Malbay ACW

July 27: All Saints by the Sea
Tea, Crafts and Bake Sale at the
Malbay Hall from 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

DOUGLASTOWN:
Community Centre

February 7: Board game night
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
February 8, 22: Traditional
music and dance workshop
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
February 24: Community
breakfast from 8 a.m. to 10:30
a.m.

CLASSIFIEDS

COAST ROUND-UP COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

(storm date: February 24) $12
per adult and $8 per child under
12.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Bible Meetings

The community is invited to a
series of Bible meetings held in
the Cascapedia St-Jules Com-
munity Centre (55 Route Gal-
lagher) on Sunday, February
3, 10, 17, and 24 at 3:30 p.m.
and also on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6, 13, 20, and 27 at
7:30 p.m.  All are welcome to
come and listen to a message of
hope shared from the Bible, at
no cost and with no obligation.
Contact Klinton Jacques or
Steve Shultz at 438-820-2886.
Call or text.

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every Tues-
day at 7 p.m. at the Mawiomi
Treatment Centre, located at 85
School Street in Gesgapegiag.
Everyone welcome!  For more
information call 418-759-3522.

COAST ROUND-UP

Sunday, February 10
New Carlisle

10 a.m. Morning Prayer
Shigawake

9 a.m. Morning Prayer
followed by vestry meeting

PARISH OF GASPÉ
Sunday, February 10

St. Paul’s - Gaspé
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

followed by vestry meeting

Since 1846

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - FREE DELIVERY

500-102, AVENUE DAIGNEAULT, CHANDLER, QUE.

98 ROUTE 132 WEST, PERCÉ, QUE.foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

If your organization is a frequent user of the Coast Round-Up section of Spec, we would like to offer you a special deal!  For a flat rate of $60, we
will publish all your Coast Round-up announcements for one year.  This should prove financially beneficial and more convenient for you.

If you would like to take part in this deal, just send us your cheque for $60, with the name and address of your  organization.  All you  have to do
is call, email or fax your messages without having the hassle of making individual payments each time!

Keep in mind, Coast Round-ups are $5 per week, making this plan an even more profitable deal!

Sup
port

Loca
l

Even
ts We have a great deal for you!  

$60 per year Coast  Round-Up Plan

ANNOUNCE ALL YOUR 
UPCOMING EVENTS!
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