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UNIPÊCHE MDM:

Emploi Québec posted jobs 
despite the discrepancy in wages
PASPEBIAC: – In 2014, Em-

ploi Québec posted a

Unipêche MDM job offer de-

spite the discrepancy between

wages for men and women.

The difference for labourer

positions five years ago was

the same, 59 cents per hour.

Numerous people found the

gap in the wages of the job ad

that made headlines on April

27 discriminatory. 

Simon Henry, originally

from Bonaventure and now

living in Quebec City, read

the Emploi Québec post back

in April 2014 and wrote to

that governmental department

asking “why they were adver-

tising a sexist and discrimina-

tory job offer.” He kept a

copy of that advertisement.

“In April 2014, I was look-

ing at the Bay of Chaleur job

postings and, out of curiosity,

I looked at some I was not in-

terested in. I saw the

Unipêche MDM job offer for

the fish processing plant. It

read that a woman will get

$11.03 per hour while a man

will receive a salary of $11.62

per hour, a difference of

$0.59. It is the same differ-

ence as in the ad published

last week (April 27). When I

saw that, I felt angry and in-

comprehensive. How, in

2014, can an employer offer a

salary based on the gender

and post it on a governmental

site, the Emploi Québec one

at that, without thinking that

it could be discriminatory?

Why did Emploi Québec post

that advertisement knowing

that salary equity is effective

in Québec?” asks Mr. Henry.

From there, he decided to

write to the Commission de
l’équité salariale, the Quebec

body that enforces salary eq-

uity. He informed that body

of the situation prevailing at

Unipêche MDM and Emploi

Québec’s apparent collabora-

tion.

“I never received an an-

swer to my email which is

usually the thing to do. To a

written message, you answer

in writing. I remember talk-

ing to a person, but I am not

sure if it was someone from

the Commission de l’équité
salarariale or someone from

the Human Rights Commis-

sion. It happened five years

ago and I was not aware that

it would eventually become

news. I remember that the

person told me that it was not

possible to intervene because

it was a matter that had to be

dealt with by Emploi Québec.

After that, an Emploi Québec

employee called me in order

to learn about my story. I was

told that verifications would

be made. I was not informed

about the follow up,” says

Mr. Henry.

He isn’t aware if the

Unipêche MDM job posts

from 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018

and 2019 were also posted on

Emploi Québec’s job site. So

he can’t say for sure if the sit-

uation was corrected by that

ministry.

“Following the recent con-

troversy, I am pretty sure that

a cleanup was made if that

kind of ad was still posted,”

he says.

On April 27, the minister

responsible for Emploi

Québec, Jean Boulet, stated

that an investigation would be

conducted regarding the

Unipêche MDM case.

Spokespersons from the

Human Rights Commission

and the Commission de

l’équité salariale also com-

mitted to checking the situa-

tion, however, those

statements were made before

Simon Henry contacted

SPEC to explain what had

happened in April 2014.

Spec asked those organi-

zations to comment on the sit-

uation but they had not

reacted officially as the SPEC

reached its deadline.

The law on salary equity

was adopted in 1996 in Que-

bec, after years of advocacy

from numerous groups.

This year, Unipêche

MDM triggered a controversy

by posting job offers where

the wage rate was again

higher for men than women.

Women were offered $12.69

per hour, compared to $13.28

for men.

Company director general

Gino Lebrasseur apologized

for the formulation of the job

offer and explained the situa-

tion by the heavier tasks re-

quired on the men’s

production line. He said that

women able to do the job are

accepted on the men’s line

and offered the men’s wage.

Simon Henry kept a copy of the Unipêche MDM job offer posted by Emploi Québec back in
2014.

The idea of creating a Mother’s Day was
first proposed by American poet and 

activist Julia Ward, who in 1870 wrote
the Mother’s Day Proclamation as a call
to unite mothers against losing children

to war. The concept of Mother’s Day
gained renewed traction

in 1908, when Anna Jarvis began 
campaigning to create a day honoring 

mothers and peace. Within a few years, many
U.S. states and Canadian provinces were ob-

serving Mother’s Day on the second Sunday in
May. American President Woodrow Wilson

proclaimed it an official U.S. holiday on May 8,
1914, and today Mother’s Day is celebrated in

dozens of countries around the world.

THE HISTORY
29.9

The mean age of aCanadian motherat time of
delivery

Statistics
Canada
2013

LOTS OF GREAT MOTHER’S DAY READING IN THIS ISSUE
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Hundreds of  participants
Thierry Haroun
GRAND RIVER: - It is estimated that 330 people participated in
the Journée de l'emploi du Rocher-Percé (Percé Rock MRC Job Day).
The fourth edition of  this annual event took place at the Grand
River arena. Approximately 60 exhibitors (restaurants, McInnis
Cement, Alzheimer’s Association, etc.) were on hand offering jobs
or training programs. Benny Jones, a Marine Mechanics Teacher
at the Grand River Fisheries School (EPAQ), was the person re-
sponsible for the school’s stand. “We offer programs concerning
professional fishing and marine mechanics and in 100% of  the
cases, the students, after graduation, will find a job,” he told Spec.
“We offer part-time jobs for those who want to help and support
people faced with Alzheimer’s disease and even the caregiver,” said
Suzanne Bourget, spokesperson for the Société Alzheimer Gaspésie-
les-îles. “We are very happy with the turnout and the bridges that
were built between workers looking for a job and employers,” said
Marie-Ève Cyr, spokesperson for the event.

Chandler Hospital.

30 Gaspesians have asked for 
medical assistance with dying

GASPÉ PENINSULA: - Since
the enactment of the of Act Re-
specting End-of-Life Care, 30
Gaspesians have requested its
service. Of those, 24 were ac-
cepted. Spec looked into this
delicate issue.

First, what does the official
documentation indicate in
terms of the legal framework
and its description? The Que-
bec Government website in-
forms us that the Act
Respecting End-of-Life Care is
designed to provide a frame-
work for palliative care and
medical aid in dying. End-of-
life situations can be difficult.
Despite quality care and sup-
port given to patients at the end
of life, in a minority of cases,
palliative care may not be suf-
ficient to relieve suffering in a
satisfactory manner. The Act
Respecting End-of-Life Care
allows an additional option to
be offered to these persons for
whom all therapeutic, curative
and palliative options have
been deemed unsatisfactory
and who would rather die than
continue to suffer.

Further, a person can also
read: “Medical aid in dying
consists of a doctor administer-
ing medication to patients at
the end of life, at their request,
in order to relieve their suffer-
ing by bringing about their
death. This care is available in
all institutions in Quebec’s
health and social services net-
work and in a few palliative
care hospices. A person may
also ask to be provided with
medical aid in order to die at
home. Medical aid in  dying is
an exceptional intervention
with very restrictive conditions.
The use of this intervention is
governed by strict guidelines
set out in the Act. Requests for
medical aid in dying are still
rare. In some countries where
this possibility exists, and

where access criteria are differ-
ent and less restrictive than in
Quebec, it is estimated that
medically assisted deaths rep-
resent about 2% of all deaths.”

In the province 

and the Gaspé

The latest report shows that
since the inception of the Act in
December 2015 until March
2019, more than 2,462 patients
across the province have asked
for its service, of which 1632
were accepted. Of those 87%
were aged 60 and over, 78%
had cancer and 90% had six
months or less to live. More-
over, 67% have died in a hos-
pital, 20% in their home, 10%
in a CHSLD and 1% in a pal-
liative home. For those who
have been refused or didn't re-
ceive the medication, here are
some of the reasons why: the
patient died before receiving

the medication or he/she
changed his/her mind. On the
Gaspé Peninsula, 30 patients
requested its service, of which
24 have received the medica-
tion. Maxime Bernatchez, the
spokesperson for this Depart-
ment at the Gaspésie CISSS
had this to say: “In our region,
we don’t publish the number of
cases per year because the
numbers are so low that people
can be identified, and these
things are confidential actually.
Now, if a person wants to make
a request, the patient has to fill
a form. Two independent doc-
tors assess the situation of the
patient. They then decide if the
person responds to the criteria
of the law. As for the act itself,
the patient doesn't feel any
pain. Lastly, between the re-
quest and the intervention by
medication, there's a minimum
of 10 days that has to be re-
spected.”
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Marie-Ève Cyr.

Rally in Chandler 
Thierry Haroun
CHANDLER: - A little more than 20 people rallied, on May 1, in
solidarity with workers of  the Gaspé and around the world in
front of  Chandler’s Revenu Québec Call Centre in the theme of
International Labour Day. 

Mainly women from community groups have voiced their pri-
orities that promote a better society. “We want better public serv-
ices, accessible and free. We want better working conditions for
workers that are unionized or not. We want job security and a so-
ciety that favours diversity,” Regional President of  the SFPQ
Union Céline Bonneau spoke through her megaphone. The rally
was under the surveillance of  three members of  the SQ. Other
rallies took place at the same time (during lunch time) in Gaspé,
Maria and Sainte-Anne-des-Monts
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Labour rally in Chandler
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Escale Gaspésie slowed
down by right whales

GASPÉ - Navigation restric-
tions due to the right whales in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence
weigh heavily on Escale
Gaspésie. 35 stopovers are
planned this year, including 24
international ships and 11 do-
mestic calls with the return of
the CTMA Vacancier for a
third consecutive summer at
the Sandy Beach wharf, which
is a decrease from one year
ago. In addition, the ships are
smaller averaging capacities
of less than 1,000 passengers,
which suggests a total of
21,330 cruise passengers by
the end of the season, sched-
uled for October 19. “We real-
ize in 2019 that the trend in
place for two years is becom-
ing a reality. There is no sur-
prise in this regard,” illustrates
Escale Gaspésie's director,
Stéphane Ste-Croix.

New ships

Five ships will be on their
first visit to the Gaspé Penin-
sula. “It remains important.
The destination must be able
to renew its customers. They
are ships that come, in some
cases, out of shipyards,” said
Mr. Ste-Croix. Large ships
with capacities of 2000 or
more passengers like Queen
Mary II no longer come be-

cause of the 10-knot speed
limit imposed to protect right
whales.” Those planning the
route have taken for granted
that the speed limit will be the
same for the next few years.
We have fewer cancellations.
We had 13 last year. We have
five cancellations this year.
The idea is that access to the
destination is no longer feasi-
ble as before, but we are con-
fident that over time, we will
find our place with large
ships,” add Mr. Ste-Croix. Es-
cale Gaspésie had sought to
have Ottawa recognize the
idea of a navigation corridor
to Gaspé Bay, but the sugges-

tion was not accepted in 2019.
The decrease in passenger

volume no longer makes it
possible to generate independ-
ent revenue. The impact is
$200,000 on Escale Gaspésie's
budget. 

In  2018, 18,000 cruise
passengers had not been able
to visit the Gaspé Peninsula
because of the limitations im-
posed by the presence of the
right whale, however, Escale
Gaspésie had welcomed its
200th ship and its 200,000th
passenger on the occasion of
its 10th anniversary. The sea-
son started on April 29 with
the Hurtigruten.

The CTMA Vancancier will be in Gaspé again this summer.

Police report
A young woman from Caplan, Dalhya Bujold, died in a fire that

occurred on May 1, destroying her home located on Perron Boule-
vard. The alarm was given at 2:10 a.m. by one of  the five occu-
pants of  the house. The other four occupants were able to escape
from the blaze. A male occupant was slightly injured when he
jumped from the second floor window. 

The victim was told to jump because it was the only way she
could be rescued, but she refused.  “The body was found in the
rubble of  the house and was sent to the forensic laboratory in
Montreal for identification and an autopsy,” explains Sgt. Claude
Doiron, spokesperson for the Sûreté du Québec. 

A judicial technician and investigator concluded that a cooking
fire was the cause, ruling out any foul play. The house was demol-
ished about six hours after the fire was extinguished because of
the risk of  collapsing. The identity of  Dalhya Bujold cannot offi-
cially be confirmed until the results of  the autopsy are available,
points out Sgt. Claude Doiron.

----
Two men from Grand River, Danny Cyr-Athot, 26, and Adam

Blais, 25, were arrested on April 24 with regards to a February
break and enter and theft in a Saint-Georges-de-Malbay building lo-
cated on Highway 132. That building houses the office of  a camp-
ground. Eight firearms were stolen, five of  them were found after
the arrest of  the two suspects. They appeared at the Percé court-
house where they faced charges of  break and enter and theft.

Two other men and a male minor were also arrested and ques-
tioned during the operation conducted by the Sûreté du Québec
detachment of  the Percé Rock MRC. The three other individuals
were released without being charged. Danny Cyr-Athot and Adam
Blais were also released but they will return to court on May 27.
Other charges could be laid against them. Sûreté du Québec offi-
cers are still trying to locate the three missing firearms.

-----
The body of  a Montreal man was found in a brook located

along Road 198 between Murdochville and Anse-Pleureuse on
April 29. Someone passing by noticed the body under the ice. Fire-
fighters were called to recuperate the body. “The man committed
suicide. We usually don’t provide such details but since the case was
made public, we have to provide a short follow-up. The case was
transferred to the City of  Montreal police department. The vehi-
cle of  the man was found nearby, on a side road,” explains Sgt.
Claude Doiron, Sûreté du Québec spokesperson.

----
Pierre-André Langlois, 56, from Maria was arrested on the

morning of  April 30 following a drug bust at his home on Fran-
cis-Cyr Road. The drug bust involved Sûreté du Québec police of-
ficers from the New Richmond detachment, accompanied by the
canine squad. A certain quantity of  cannabis, hashish and cocaine,
as well as tools generally used in drug trafficking were found and
seized in the house of  the suspect who appeared the same day at
the New Carlisle courthouse. 

Initially he only faced charges of  negligent storage of  a firearm
and failure to register a firearm, however, he was remanded in cus-
tody until May 3. “He doesn’t have a big criminal record but other
charges could be laid against him at one point,”  states Crown Pros-
ecutor Florence Frappier-Routhier. Langlois will return to court
on May 27.

YEAR
NUMBER OF

SHIPS
PASSENGERS

2019 
(PROJECTED)

35 21,330

2018 36 15,044

2017 32 18,930

2016 30 20,674

ANNUAL REPORT

A large hole 
in the bridge
Nelson Sergerie
CHANDLER: - The Highway 132
bridge spanning the Petit Pabos River
in Chandler is undergoing major re-
pairs.  The bridge, built in 1965, un-
derwent a general inspection last
August and it requires major work that
is planned for 2022.   On May 1
around noon, a hole of  about 30 cen-
timetres was observed, forcing the
bridge’s closure.  Traffic was able to re-
sume alternately in the evening.  The
hole was repaired on May 2.

Help us learn more about the reality of 
print media in Quebec.

QCNA has received funds from the Secrétariat aux
relations avec les Québécois d'expression anglaise to
conduct a study on the effects of the closures of
community newspapers in Quebec.

As such you might receive a request to participate in our
upcoming survey about community newspapers from
invitation@web.som.ca. We thank you for taking the
time to respond.

This project is funded by the Government of Canada
Ce projet est financé par le Gouvernement du Canada
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Editorial page

Gilles Gagné

Commentary

Leadership candidates are
being shy, based on Liberal

Party general council 
As of now, there is a list of four potential candidates for
the leadership race of Quebec’s Liberal Party, which
will be held in a year from now, based on a decision
made during the May 3 to May 5 Drummondville gen-
eral council. Those potential candidates are, in al-
phabetical order, Dominique Anglade, Gaétan
Barette, Sébastien Proulx and Marwa Rizky.  

The word potential is important here because none
of them has confirmed officially his or her intention to
run. Seven months after a historically humiliating loss
to the Coalition avenir Québec party, it is understand-
able that the Liberal Party leadership spot is not as
coveted as it has been in the past.

First, there is the time factor. There is no hurry to
decide now about running since the leadership con-
vention is 12 months down the road.

Second, a lot of people think that François Legault
will head a government for another term after the cur-
rent one. Since the Liberal Party is tough on its lead-
ers when they don’t win, reflection might be a good
idea for now. Claude Ryan and Daniel Johnson Jun-
ior were not offered a second electoral chance after
one electoral loss.

Third, the party is or should be looking for a leader
that will have the capacity to reconnect with fran-
cophones and the regions (the major reasons behind
the October 1 disaster) while keeping strong ties with
the anglophone and allophone communities. The
level of support among francophones was a tad under
10% in the last election.

Since the 1960s, and until Jean Charest, the party
had generally been able, albeit sometimes awkwardly,
to have provisions for Montreal and for the regions of
Quebec. Former premier Philippe Couillard failed mis-
erably in that regard. His austerity measures were ap-
plied with way more zeal in rural regions than in
Montreal.

The relative honeymoon experienced by François
Legault since October might explain the relative shy-
ness of potent leadership candidates like Dominique
Anglade, Gaétan Barette, Sébastien Proulx and
Marwa Rizky, although the two women seem more af-
firmative in their intention to run. Being a transition
leader, someone who would spend the 2022-2026
term in the opposition, is far from tempting.

When facing that question of transition leadership,
current interim leader Pierre Arcand quickly replies
that at the federal level, a lot of people were seeing
Justin Trudeau as Canada’s prime minister for the
next decade. Three-and-a-half years later, Mr.
Trudeau is far from a sure re-election shot. Although

he is not elected yet, five-and-a-half months away
from the federal election, Andrew Sheer, who was
probably chosen as some sort of transition leader by
Conservative Party members, has a decent chance
of being Canada’s next prime minister.

Back to Quebec now, three of the four candidates,
Dominique Anglade, Gaétan Barette and Sébastien
Proulx, favour a flexible approach regarding Bill 21 on
the use of religious signs in the public space. In that
regard, their viewpoint is closer to the CAQ position al-
though not as restrictive. Marwa Rizky is the only po-
tential candidate to stick to the traditional position
adopted so far by the Liberal Party, which is total free-
dom regarding the use of religious signs. 

Oddly, Dominique Anglade is a former president of
the Coalition avenir Québec, while Gaétan Barette ran
for that party in the 2012 election before switching to
the Liberal Party in 2014. Sébastien Proulx was a
Member of the National Assembly for Action Démoc-
ratique du Québec in 2007. Action démocratique du
Québec was the main party behind the formation of
the CAQ after the departure of Mario Dumont. It looks
as if now, they gather that the CAQ approach is bet-
ter aligned with Quebecers’ orientations.

On the other hand, if the next leader adopts a na-
tionalist line of thoughts, then what will be the differ-
ence between the CAQ and the Liberal Party of
Quebec?

If the members opt for Marwa Rizky, they will stick
to the current approach of the party, the total freedom
of religious signs use defended by Philippe Couillard
and currently protected by interim leader Pierre Ar-
cand. It is also an approach that cost the party an
enormous number of votes on October 1.

It used to be much simpler for the Liberal Party
when it simply had to be a non separatist party. Now,
the CAQ is there as well.

Hello to Diane Skinner-Flowers and congratula-
tions for all your articles and reflections.  I find them
all very interesting and educational.  My main rea-
son for writing you these few lines is to tell you
something about your article on wood ash.  My an-
cestor Thomas Shearer arrived in upstate New York
and made potash for a living.  My mother (when we
were young and living in Campbellton) would take
some wood ash, plus some flour for making bread
and mix this with water and sometimes add some
other materials.  She would mix it until it became
quite thick, like cement.  She would use this to make
what we called a “collar” around the last length of
stovepipe that was connected to the chimney.  This
would become very hard and make the chimney air-
tight for the next winter.  I cannot recall that collar
not staying in its place.  Keep up the good work.
Thank you.  

Garnet Shearer, Quebec City.

Mystery Solved! I am writing to thank you for For-
rest Buckingham's obituary in the February 27,
2019, issue. I have wondered for years what he did

after he retired. Doctor Buckingham was my staff
contact/mentor when I enrolled in 1980 as a first
year student at the University of Toronto. He made
my return to school after years in the workforce as
uncomplicated as possible. I was one of those who
had the good fortune to meet him and probably
would have had some more interesting conversa-
tions had I known he also had a connection to the
Gaspé. As I reread the obituary I realize that his me-
morial service was held this afternoon in Toronto.
His family and friends are saying goodbye to a truly
great person; may he rest in peace in Paspebiac.

Randy Ford, Englehart, Ontario

Mr. Gagné, With regard to your commentary on
the editorial page of The Gaspe SPEC, March 13,
«Leadership needed!», a commission of inquiry is
an expensive ordeal; plus it is clear Ms. Wilson-Ray-
bould, as Minister of Justice, was in on all drafts per-
taining to an amendment to the criminal code of
Canada. There is no controversy. There was a lack
of confidence by the Prime Minister in his former
minister of justice.

As well, the former Minister, Ms. Wilson-Ray-
bould, failed to file her complaints in writing. Yes, if
we were talking about a junior law clerk erring in
some minor clause, it would not be relevant. This
was not the case, we have a Minister who attempts
to deflect the blame under the guise of inappropriate
behaviour. An experienced, former public prosecu-
tor, leaves no paper trail; however, the Globe and
Mail gets hold of the story? Wouldn’t we just love to
know who leaked this drama?

As far as the SNC-Lavalin deal overthrowing the
government, October is a long way off and news is
short-lived, as becomes obvious with the crash of a
Boeing 737 Max 8, plus the attacks against Muslims
at worship in New Zealand. Food on the table,
money for school supplies, a roof over the head, a
job, health and a safe environment will preoccupy
the voters far more than whether or not a deferred
prosecution  agreement (DPA) is granted to a pri-
vate corporation.

Voters realize politics is a nasty game. Jody Wil-
son-Raybauld overplayed her hand. Now the ques-
tion is whether or not she’ll stay on as a Liberal.
Then, if PM Trudeau is defeated, will his leadership
be challenged? If so, we all know who Ms. Philpott
will vote for.

Vivian Anne(tt) Beebe, 
New Carlisle, QC
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Mother’s Day
A mother is your first friend, your best friend and
your forever friend. Whether in New Carlisle or
elsewhere many are thankful for the “Moms”
they’ve had in their lives.  

A mother is filled with unconditional love. Her
power from God gives her daily strength, guid-
ance and protection. She often speaks with soft-
ness, wisdom and dignity to her children. 

A mother's heart is fueled to do the impossible
and at times the unexplainable. Mothers’ hearts
are filled with pure gold and they can take the
place of all others but whose place no one can
take or be replaced. Thank you “Mom” for your
loving kindness along with your beautiful smile
and tender loving. Love your mother.

Ken Ross
New Carlisle, Quebec
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Harmony Intercommunity extends activities to Gesgapegiag

GESGAPEGIAG: – Seventeen
years after its creation in the
Listuguj-Pointe-à-la-Croix
sector, the Harmony Intercom-
munity project is expanding
geographically and education-
ally. A branch of Harmony In-
tercommunity is being formed
in Gesgapegiag and an educa-
tional guide will be prepared
for other Quebec schools
where this kind of initiative
could also flourish. 

The Gesgapegiag initiative
consists of the collaboration of
the Carleton-based research
centre CIRADD, the Eastern
Shores School Board, the We-
jgwapniag School of Gesgape-
giag, the René-Lévesque
School Board and the Har-
mony Intercommunity Project.

The research and transfer
project will lead to the concep-
tion and realization of a guide
for schools and communities in
Quebec that would like to du-
plicate the Harmony Intercom-
munity initiative.

The guide will provide the
necessary tools and instruc-
tions on how to implement this
initiative or similar projects
elsewhere in the province,
where aboriginal communities
live alongside other communi-
ties. 

A pilot project to test the
guide will take place during
the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021
school years. The pilot project
will involve children from the
Weigwapniag Elementary
School in Gesgapegiag and
from two primary schools in
the municipality of New Rich-
mond: École le Bois-Vivant
(francophone), and New Rich-
mond High School (anglo-
phone).

Mi’gmaq teacher Roger-

Lee Martin, of Gesgapegiag,
will play an important role in
the transfer of cultural ele-
ments for the new guide. The
coordinator of the Gesgape-
giag-New Richmond branch of
Harmony Intercommunity is
has not yet been selected.

Pierre Vicaire and Annabel
Francoeur are the coordinators
of Harmony Intercommunity
in the Listuguj area.  Paul Vi-
caire explains that in 2002 the
implementation conditions for
the project were tough.

“There was a skate park in
Pointe-à-la-Croix and the Lis-
tuguj youths wanted to go
there but couldn’t. It started
with a call from Dominique
Bouchard who was in charge
of the youth house in Pointe-à-
la-Croix. She told me that it
was time to change things. I
was managing a truck stop
then and I decided that it
(changing things between Na-
tives and non-Natives) would
be the challenge of my life,” he
says.

There was a lot of vandal-

ism committed by groups of
youths at the time and a survey
was conducted in Pointe-à-la-
Croix. “The people in Pointe-
à-la-Croix were saying that the
‘Indians’ were doing the van-
dalism. If the survey asked
people what was beautiful,
ugly, what was stinking and if
it was bad, the Indians would
be pinpointed. The problem
was deeper than a skate park,”
says Mr. Vicaire.

He initially wanted to start
a project with high school stu-
dents. “I presented my project
at the Deux-Rivières School in
Matapedia. I was almost
kicked out of the meeting. I de-
cided to start with very young
children.”

At first, activities were or-
ganized between the kids of
Alaqsite’w Gitpu in Listuguj
and École Père-Pacifique of
Pointe-à-la-Croix. Those activ-
ities were organized to create
bonds and foster connections
between the elementary pupils
of the two schools and were
eventually extended to the ele-

mentary section of École des
Deux-Rivières and the Saint-
François d’Assise School of
the Plateaux area.

As a result of the project,
young people from primary
school in Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal communities were
brought together to develop
their knowledge of different
cultures in mutual respect and
being mindful of the accept-
ance of others and their differ-
ences.

In Gesgapegiag, Sheila
Gedeon, Weigwapniag Ele-
mentary School principal,
starts the Harmony Intercom-
munity initiative with enthusi-
asm.

“I was born here and raised
in French. Like Pierre, I don’t
have the typical traits of a Na-
tive with my blue eyes. During
my life, I heard not too pleas-
ant remarks towards francoph-
ones, anglophones and
Natives. The Harmony project
is like a piece of music; each
instrument is important. Kids
don’t see a barrier,” she says.

New Richmond High
School principal Mike Isaac, a
Mi’gmaq from Listuguj, thinks
the project extension to an-
other area is “very important
simply because it brings three
peoples together: anglophones,
francophones and Mi’gmaq.
They have worked separately
for too long.”

Mr. Isaac is particularly
glad about the integration of
Native notions in the school
programs, especially in science
and history. “Education is the
best way to reconnect. Educa-
tion took that away (the pres-
ence of Native content in
programs). Education will
bring it back. I am excited to
be part of this team.”  

Pierre Vicaire thinks that

patience will be needed when
implementing the Harmony In-
tercommunity project in a
broader geographical context.

“It took us 400 years to be
where we are. It will take 400
years to restore things,” he
says.

The goal of the educational
guide is notably to ensure the
sustainability of the Harmony
Intercommunity Project and its
transfer to other regions of
Quebec. At the end of the proj-
ect, the implementation guide
will be accessible to all Que-
bec elementary schools, partic-
ularly those located in areas
where Aboriginal communities
exist.

It could also be used to im-
prove relations between other
cultures present in Quebec.
The project is funded by Que-
bec’s Ministry of Education
through a $174,000 grant.

CIRADD stands for Centre
d’initiation à la recherche ap-
pliquée en développement
durable, which means Centre
for Introduction to Research
and Support for Sustainable
Development. The organiza-
tion supports through applied
research and innovation, or-
ganizations, businesses and
communities by offering activ-
ities and services that con-
tribute to sustainable territorial
development.

The Centre works in the
field of territorial develop-
ment, paying special attention
to the challenges of rural com-
munities like social inclusion,
employability, mobility, sus-
tainable development of natu-
ral resources and com-
munities. Affiliated to the
Cégep de la Gaspésie et des
Îles, CIRADD is part of a net-
work of 59 college centres in
Quebec.

Sheila Gedeon, principal of Wejgwapniag School in Gesgape-
giag, says that the Harmony project is like a piece of music.
Each instrument is important. She is flanked here by Pierre Vi-
caire of Listuguj who started the Harmony Intercommunity ini-
tiative 17 years ago.

Gaspé doesn’t have enough biogas

GASPÉ: - It is practically un-
thinkable to see the Gaspé
town landfill supply Quebec
with natural biogas. This is af-
firmed by the president of the
Régie intermunicipale de
traitement des matières
résiduelles de la Gaspésie,
Daniel Côté. Quebec wants to
obtain a source of 5% renew-
able natural gas by 2025. 

Created in 1998, the board
is owned by the MRC of
Rocher-Percé and the Town of
Gaspé. It manages the techni-
cal landfill site for waste in
Gaspé, the recyclable sorting
centre in Grande-Rivière and

the composting and treatment
centre for septic tank sludge in
Chandler. 

Despite receiving waste
from many municipalities on
the Gaspé Peninsula, the
technical landfill does not
have enough waste to gener-
ate biogas from methane
emitted by the site. “It was
analyzed before composting.
What generates a lot of
methane is compostable mat-
ter. Currently, we are under
composting platforms to
reuse them as soil or fertil-
izer,” says Côté. The arrival
of the brown bin therefore
slows down the possibility of
producing biogas.

Difficult to 

meet the need

A few years ago, odour
problems at the site, located
along Highway 198 west of
the Wakeham neighbourhood,
led the authorities to carry out
work to capture the methane
following the closure of the
cells from the landfill site. The
gas is captured and burned on
the site itself to heat the build-
ings in the landfill. “Despite
the size of the cells, it's mar-
ginal as biogas comes out of
there. We barely have enough
to produce heat and heat our
buildings,” says Côté. The

elected representative recalls
all the difficulties that the
Town of Rivière-du-Loup, in
the Lower Saint Lawrence,
had making its bio-methana-
tion plant profitable. The plant
had been trying for two years
to produce liquefied natural
gas. Despite a population base
much larger than the Gaspé,
the site lacked waste. The
plant will produce compressed
natural gas, but will have to
invest more than $2 million to
get it done. “They had come
as far as Gaspé searching for
waste to make it profitable. It
takes a lot of volume to make
the installations profitable,”
says Daniel Côté. The landfill located in Gaspé.
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Too many moose at Forillon Park

GASPÉ:- Due to an overabun-
dance of moose in Forillon
Park, management is estab-
lishing a plan to reduce the
herd and ensure an ecological
balance. The last inventory
made by park authorities in
January 2017 revealed 35
moose per 10 square kilome-
tres, whereas in 2009 the park
counted half as many with 18
animals per 10 square kilome-
tres. “It’s a density that we
consider high. We can even
call the population superabun-
dant, which means that in the
medium term, the impact on
the vegetation could be prob-
lematic,” explains Mathieu
Côté, Conservation Manager
at Forillon Park. 

The Quebec Ministry of
Wildlife targets a density of 10
moose per 10 square kilome-
ters on public lands in the
Gaspé Peninsula. “That's what
we're evaluating and that's
why we're writing a second
moose management plan in the
park. In park conditions, the
population should be between
10 and 20. The exact figure is

not yet determined,” says the
manager.

How to 

reduce the herd

Returning the population to
an acceptable level will be a
challenge and will be deter-
mined by the management

plan. “One of the possibilities
that has already been used in
other contexts is a conserva-
tion hunt, but there are also
other ways that will be ana-
lyzed as a possibility, such as
sterilizing or moving animals.
There are all the socio-eco-
nomic aspects in addition to

the conservation aspects that
must be considered.” Despite
this large number, the popula-
tion is healthy, however, what
the park authorities fear in the
medium term is the effects on
the vegetation, the animal
feeding on young shoots.
“This could have an impact on

the future of the park's forest,”
says Côté.

No predators

Moose have no real preda-
tors in the park ecosystem.
Coyotes and bears can help
some, however, their ability to
control the level of the moose
population is unpredictable.
Since these predators mainly
attack young moose, it is not
enough to decrease the num-
bers.

Consultation 

in the fall

The management plan being
worked on is in collaboration
with various partners. If all
goes well, the park should hold
public consultations in the late
fall or winter. “We want to
have the opinion of the general
population,” says the manager.
It should be in use in the spring
of 2020. “We should be fixated
on the means to be taken and
in what time frame we will
carry out these actions," con-
cludes Mr. Côté.

A moose eating young shoots in the Forillon Park.

So far lobster landings are comparable to last year
Gilles Gagné
SAINT-GODEFROI – Lobster fishing started on May 1 in the Gaspé Peninsula, four days later than
scheduled because of  the strong winds at the end of  April. In fact, fishing started first between
Percé Rock and the western limit of  New Carlisle, and a day later east of  the rock and west of  New
Carlisle. “Overall, the catches are similar to last year’s after four days. It was a bit down compared
to last year on day two but day three and four were stronger. A couple of  fishermen are getting
fewer lobsters, and some are doing better. It is not a long period to assess a season start. Catches
similar to last year are a good sign because we would have shattered the record without the closure
of  significant part of  the fishing area, due to the right whale,” points out Bill Sheehan, vice-presi-
dent of  E. Gagnon et Fils, the largest lobster buyer of  the Gaspé Peninsula. As for the price, it
could also be similar to what was paid at the beginning of  2018. “The first price paid last year was
$7.70 per pound. We still don’t have a price after four days. The catches were down in Nova Scotia
earlier this year but they hastily sold some volumes before our season. I can only say that it will be
higher than $7 and lower than $8,” adds Mr. Sheehan. Since 2017, the price of  lobster from the
Gaspé Peninsula is determined by transaction prices occurring the prior week. That system was first
adopted in the Magdalen Islands years ago. 

Sea-Coast Publications Inc. 
Publisher of  The Gaspé Spec 

will  be holding its

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
at the 

New Carlisle Municipal Hall
6:30 p.m.

The Gaspé Spec is your l ink with
family and friends, a vital par t of

your identity and our future. 
It’ s a par t of  our community we

can’t af ford to lose. 
Show your suppor t 

by attending our AGM!

FREE SUBSCRIPTION

COUPONS FOR THE FIRST

10 PEOPLE ATTENDING.

Photo: Vincent McRae

Vincent McRae says his landing was down by 200 lbs the first day. “The water temperature
was colder than last year.  Today, the fifth day of the season, things are looking good.” Vin-
cent’s helpers Scott Walker and Terry McRae are pictured with the catch from the fifth day. 
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Diane Skinner

BABY AND ME:

Socializing and learning

Sometimes a new parent can

be overwhelmed, or need an

opportunity to get out of the

house and network with other

parents.  For over six years

Family Ties, New Carlisle,

has offered the Baby & Me

program for new parents,

mostly moms.  The group is

led by Amie Major and Car-

olyn Taylor. 

The Baby & Me program

helps to support parents of ba-

bies aged 0-12 months

through sharing information

and spending time together in

an enjoyable setting, leading

to the development of health-

ier babies.  Parents gather to

socialize, support one another,

share information, and learn

from professional resources.

The group regularly goes on

outings to nearby baby-

friendly locations as well. The

size of the group varies.  Most

of the moms and babes are

from New Carlisle and sur-

rounding areas.  

One of the participants,

Brandy Gallon has one child:

Wesley McDavid, who is six

months old.  Brandy says “the

best thing about being a mom

is all the unconditional love

you receive from a little

human that lights up your

world every day. The hardest

part of being a mom is all the

worries and stress that goes

along with raising a child.

You ask yourself things like

am I raising him right and is

he eating enough? Our life

hasn’t really changed with

Wesley - it just takes a little

more time to get ready to go

anywhere and to do things but

I wouldn’t change it for the

world. My one piece of advice

to a new mom would be to

love your baby uncondition-

ally because you can’t spoil

your child on love.”  Brandy

enjoys going to Baby & Me at

Family Ties because “it is nice

to sit down with other moms

and just chat and be able to

socialize and the babies can

be with one another.”  Baby &

Me is an important and valued

program that supports parents

in a meaningful way. 

Brandy Gallon, Jordan McDavid and their son Wesley Mc-
David.  Brandy and Wesley attend the Baby & Me program at
Family Ties, New Carlisle.

Reflections 

by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Time for Mother
Once upon a memory 

Someone wiped away a tear, 
Held me close and loved me, 
Thank you, Mother dear.

This Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12, try to spend some quality
time with your mom. Honour your mom for all that she has
done for you by spending time with her. Some of  these sug-
gestions are low or no cost, however, if  you also want to buy
your dear mother something sparkly, go right ahead. She de-
serves it. Give your mom, if  you are able to, the present of
your presence.
1. Arrange a photo session for the family, inside or outdoors.

Colour coordinate outfits for an impressive look.
2. If  the weather agrees, take a long walk together.  You can

hike in the woods or stroll on the beach.  Just be together.
3. Make your mom supper or take her out for a meal.
4. Treat your mom to a pedicure, massage or facial.
5. Buy her a plant that she can replant into her garden.
6. Buy your mom some knitting supplies and spend an

evening knitting together. (crochet or needlepoint)
7. Go for a scenic drive together. Listen to her favourite

music.  Grab a coffee, sip and have a heart to heart talk.
8. Have a tea party and invite other friends and family. Make

it special by using china cups and saucers, and serving
mini sandwiches and a fruit tray.

9. Go shopping together, no children.  Just browse the shops
and enjoy.

10. Weather permitting, make a picnic and enjoy the great
outdoors.

11. Have a movie night.  Her choice of  movie, even if  it’s The
Notebook for the umpteenth time. Make gourmet pop-
corn by adding seasonings like dill pickle, a squirt of  lime
juice or a drizzle of  truffle oil.  

12. Clean her house or make a repair.  Paint a room for her.
13. Enjoy some favourite wine and a cheese platter together.
14. Clean her car, inside and out.
15. Prepare her garden or lawn for the new season.
16. Pick up a restaurant meal and bring it to her.  Sit and enjoy

a nice meal together.
17. Bake together.  Learn to make those wonderful ginger-

snaps she has always made for you.
18. Buy her a new jigsaw puzzle.  Spend the afternoon work-

ing on it, but together. 
19. Have a board or card game afternoon or evening.  Don’t

forget snacks and drinks, of  her choice.
20. Do these things for your mother throughout the year.

Not just on Mother’s Day!

$107

45%
of Canadians plan to buy 

Mother’s Day flowers

38%
plan to take Mom to a

Restaurant

68%
of Canadians plan to buy a

Mother’s Day gift

47%
of Canadians plan
to buy a Mother’s

Day card

According to a Pollara poll for the Bank of Mon-
treal 2013, updated by The Globe and Mail 2018

based on most recent Census figures

Average Mother’s Day
spending per person

9.8 million
Canadian women

are mothers
Statistics Canada 2011

79%
of lone-parent 

families are headed 
by women

Statistics Canada 2011

•••••••

444,700

Carnation
The official flower

of Mother’s Day
Anna Jarvis handed out

carnations, her own
mother’s favorite flower,

to churchgoers in the
early years celebrating

Mother’s Day.

Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca

NOTICE is hereby given that at a regular council meeting that
will be held on Tuesday, May 21, 2007, at 8 p.m., the Treasurer
will deposit the financial report and the auditor’s report for the
year 2018.

GIVEN at Gaspé, May 8, 2019.

Isabelle Vézina,
Director of Legal Services and town clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

The number of stay-
at-home moms with

at least one child
under 16

Statistics Canada 2016



Mother of Multiples: Dealing with the Unexpected

Page 8, May 8, 2019 - Spec

Diane Skinner

Mother of Multiples: Dealing with the Unexpected

PORT DANIEL: - Sometimes

life throws the unexpected at

us. That is exactly what hap-

pened to Holly Smith-Couture

and her husband Michael Cou-

ture.  Five years ago they al-

ready had three sons, when

Holly discovered that she was

pregnant again. She found the

side effects were very strong,

unlike the pregnancies for her

three sons. It felt different.

At about eight weeks into

her pregnancy she was visiting

her sister when the railing to

her sister’s deck let go and she

fell so hard that she could not

move or walk.   Concerned that

the baby might have been in-

jured she made an appointment

to see her doctor. Mike and

Holly drove to the doctor’s of-

fice and she went in while he

waited outside in the truck.

Holly chatted with the doctor

and said that though the preg-

nancy was not planned that a

family with four children

would be terrific, but that

would be all!  The doctor

replied jokingly, “Well better

hope it’s not twins”

After the examination, the

doctor turned the screen to-

wards Holly and said, “I am

sorry.”  The first thought Holly

had was that the baby had been

injured when she had fallen at

her sister’s house. That was not

it at all.  The doctor said, “Two

sacs, two placentas, two heart-

beats.  You are definitely hav-

ing two babies.”  Holly started

to laugh and cry, but she

wanted to let her husband know

right away.  So, she quickly

took out her cell phone and

texted Mike while he was sit-

ting out in the truck.  She re-

calls that she quickly texted,

“Babe, there’s two in there!”

He texted back immediately,

“Two in where?  Are you ok?

Why are there two doctors

there with you?”  She replied to

him that it was two babies!

They had an emotional drive

home during which Mike com-

mented, “At least one of those

babies better be a girl.”  At

around 20 weeks into her preg-

nancy, Holly went for a scan to

see what gender the babies

were. Mike and Holly were so

excited to be blessed with not

one, but two girls.

Carrying twins means that

you are automatically consid-

ered higher risk, so she had to

make more visits to the doctor.

Holly says, “Most people were

amazed at the size of my belly.

I looked huge from probably 26

weeks on.  At 29 weeks, I was

measuring at full term.” She

also told Spec that some people

would say,  “I’m glad it's you

and not me!”  She would po-

litely reply by saying, “I’m

glad it's me and not you, too.” 

Holly was induced at 38

weeks and she says that the

twins honestly did not want to

come out.  Holly and Mike

agree that Chandler Hospital

was great. She was told that she

would have to have the twins in

the operating room, in case she

needed an emergency C-sec-

tion, however, that’s not what

happened.  Holly started out in

a hospital room and and there

was no time to take her to the

operating room. So, she had her

twins in her room surrounded

by her husband Mike, three ob-

stetricians, eight nurses, the

anesthesiologist, and the x-ray

machine because they had to

make certain that the second

baby did not flip and was still

head down.  The deliveries

were quick and just six minutes

apart.  Lucy was Baby A and

Leah was Baby B.  Leah was

born too fast after Lucy and did

not have enough time for the

contractions to take water off

her lungs, Leah was sent to

Quebec City by airplane almost

immediately after delivery be-

cause of her breathing and be-

cause there is no neonatal unit

which can that case in our area.

The stay in the hospital was

about the same as Holly’s other

pregnancies, two days, but it

was a difficult time because

baby Leah was in Quebec City.

Holly was only able to hold her

for a few minutes before she

was rushed to Quebec. Mike

didn't even get a chance to hold

her. Leah was in Quebec for 11

days. It was the right decision,

as hard as that was on Holly

and Mike, because her lungs

had collapsed.  It was an emo-

tional time for the whole family

but the medical staff set up

videos for the family and they

could watch Leah from the

hospital at home for one hour a

day.  Holly recounts that she

called Quebec a lot and they

were probably tired of her by

the end of those 11 days.

Did they find that once both

girls were at home that it was a

challenge?  Holly says that the

hardest part was nighttime. Her

family would come often to

visit and help. Her niece Emily

would visit every day after

school and even had a path

worn down from Holly’s house

to hers. Mike left for work in

Alberta when the girls were

around 4 weeks and returned 4

months later so Holly had to

manage without Mike there.

She is grateful that she had

family close because it made

life a little easier during the day.

Holly and Mike did not

have to buy much for the new

baby girls, because they had

plenty of baby items from their

three sons.  They did have to

buy another high chair and car

seat. She comments that the

number of diapers they went

through was crazy.  Clothes

were not too difficult because

the girls could share when they

were very young. 

Leah and Lucy have just

celebrated their fourth birth-

days and Holly says it is fasci-

nating to watch them.  One is

more dominant and will speak

for her sister.  Although now,

the quieter twin will speak up

and tell her sister to be quiet be-

cause she can speak for herself.

Holly says they are alike,

but they are their own beings.

She does not dress them alike

just for  that reason. Sometimes

they argue but will stick up for

each other if their brothers

bother them. They have a spe-

cial bond that Holly describes

as “tag teaming.” She feels

blessed that they will always

have each other in times of

need.

What advice do they have

for other parents of twins?

Holly says, “Be proud of your-

self, regardless of messy hair

days and a messy house be-

cause honestly none of that

matters. It does not get easier,

just different challenges, just as

when you are raising one child.

I recall that once they started to

sleep through the night, then

boom! Teething!  Then when

they started to crawl you need

extra eyes. Then there is walk-

ing, biting, potty training and

so on. My girls just turned four

and every morning they wake

up and ask for their brothers.

Then they tell me and my hus-

band that we are the best

mommy and daddy in the

world ever and give us kisses

and hugs.  We try our best to

make them feel loved, wanted

and that we are there for them

when they need us.”

When asked if there are any

funny stories to share, Holly

says that more than once she

has been asked if the girls are

twins and she replies yes and

then is asked how old and she

tells the person four.  Then she

is asked how old is the other

one?  Holly and Mike know

how to laugh and look at the

positive side of raising their

daughters and sons. Ultimately

this is the greatest quality you

can possess when faced with

any of life’s unexpected chal-

lenges.

Holly Smith (centre) with her twin daughters 
Lucy (left) and Leah (right).

The Unexpected

Finally Home

Lucy and Leah found comfort in each 
other after being reunited.

The Births

Advice
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Mothers should be loved and revered.  When our

mothers pass, the love we hold for them seems to

intensify. Often, it is when they are gone and we

look back that we realize how important and

special that mother - child bond can be.  For

some, we gain insight about why our mothers

were the way they were.  We understand and, in

some cases, forgive.  After all, mothers are only

human and, like most people, they did the best job

they could at the time with the resources and

knowledge they had. Some Gaspesians share their

Memories of Mother.

Linda Drody – I loved my personal time with my

mother: cooking and singing together, listening to

her humorous sayings, stories of her life and

lessons on being self-sufficient.  She was a

wonderful mother and friend.  My mother was

full of fun and loved to laugh.  She had a gift of

taking the most miserable story and turning it into

a comedy.  When she talked about her childhood

and having no money to buy a necessity, she

would say, “Poverty is not a disgrace but it’s

terribly unhandy.”  She brought laughter wherever

she went.  That’s my mother.

Betty Anne Smollett – My mom’s mother passed

at the age of 36, during childbirth.  That left my

mom at the age of 6 to take care of her siblings,

ages 8, 5, and 3.  She had a hard life.  My mother

baked the best bread I have ever eaten, and every

Christmas, she would make raison bread with

cinnamon in it. She never used a recipe book.  I

feel blessed that I did not have to experience what

my mom endured as a child, because I truly believe

it made her who she was.  This would never

happen in today’s world. 

Jessie Watt’s Family - Attributes our amazing

mother lived by: Strive for independence. Show re-

spect and work hard. Be kind and caring.  Treat

others the way you want to be treated.  Laugh often

and always look at the bright side. Most impor-

tantly, make sure there is plenty of food for unex-

pected, welcomed guests! We miss you, Mom!

M. J. Connors - Lately, as I select family photos

for the Les Souvenirs de Nouvelle website (150th

anniversary of Nouvelle) I have been thinking a lot

about my mom. In the photos of her, I see a woman

standing tall and proud, a very strong woman!  Her

unforgettable advice to me when terrified of high

Memories of Mother
school bullies - "Remember, J. the bigger they are,

the harder they fall.” Only a mother would know

the right words. She always did! Love you!

Anne MacWhirter – When I remember my

Mom, I always think of her wisdom, kind and

generous spirit and her ability to make everyone

she met feel special. Her hospitality was

unequaled except perhaps by her amazing

cooking, involving lots of tasty, but maybe not so

healthy, ingredients. One grandchild said that if

Grandma could have put another skin on a

chicken, she would.

Lynden Bechervaise – My mother, Evelyne Pearl

Hall Bechervaise, was an extremely kind and

giving person. She would never speak bad of

anyone. She regularly nursed folks in their homes

and was a regular medical adviser to the

community. (She graduated from Soldiers’

Memorial Hospital in Campbellton.) In the 40s,

during the war, she started a Girl Guide Troop, and

took the girls to a summer camp at Cape Cove. 

Her church was very important to her and so were

events at the Parish Hall.

- Diane Skinner

Diane Skinner

Arianna’s Story: An Allergy Journey

Every child is special. Every child is pre-

cious and parents try to do their best, but

sometimes a parent must deal with the un-

expected. This is what happened for Shan-

non Marsh.  Her daughter, Arianna, aged 11,

has a life-threatening allergy and dealing

with this has become what Shannon terms

their “allergy journey.”

Shannon reflects that her daughter Madi-

son, now 12 years old, had an intolerance to

milk when she was a newborn and suffered

from colic.  This is no small thing to deal

with, as any parent whose child has had colic

can attest to.  When Arianna was born in the

hopes of preventing another baby with colic,

Arianna was put on a soy milk formula im-

mediately.  Looking back, Shannon questions

if a dairy free diet affected Arianna in some

way.  

Then one day an incident alerted the family

to the fact that Arianna was dealing with some-

thing more serious than colic. When Arianna

was about five months old, she was given a lit-

tle taste of maple walnut ice cream on her lips.

Within 30 seconds her face had puffed up and

was full of hives. Their “allergy journey” had

begun.  

Arianna’s pediatrician recommended extensive

allergy testing when she was a one year old.  The

results were alarming.  Arianna tested positive for

allergies to dairy, eggs, tree nuts and peanuts.  Later

an allergy to penicillin was confirmed after being

treated for an ear infection.  Because her allergies

were so severe her reactions are termed anaphy-

lactic. Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic response

that often includes hives, swelling, lowered blood

pressure and, in severe cases, shock.  If this is not

treated immediately it can be fatal.  

Shannon says that, “We spiralled into a world

of fear because Arianna’s allergies were so severe.”

It became Shannon’s mission to educate not only

herself but all the people around her about this con-

dition.  As time went by, Arianna developed more

allergies and the list of danger foods became

longer.  Living her life, as all children do, she was

invited to birthday parties, friends’ homes, and

camp, but the more Arianna was part of the bigger

world, the more the stress increased on the family.

Planning ahead and informing other adults and

friends about food allergies was a necessity. All the

while, Shannon was busy educating herself and the

rest of the family about food allergies. 

Shannon tells Spec that she must always be pre-

pared for the worst and be vigilant about what Ar-

ianna eats.  Arianna carries her EpiPen wherever

she goes. (An EpiPen is a hypodermic device that

administers a dose of epinephrine as an emergency

treatment for acute allergic reactions.) Community

support has been amazing.  Many places became

peanut free and adults are supportive by watching

what foods they offer her.  Shannon mentions how

wonderful her daycare provider, Sally Huntington,

was when Arianna was aged one to four.  Madison,

her older sister, has been a huge support to Arianna

at school by explaining to others about her sister’s

allergies.  “Madison would be our eyes and ears

when we couldn’t be there,” says Shannon.  She is

proud and excited to say that Arianna even attended

camp, with the support of her grandmother, Shan-

non’s mom.  She would go to camp during meal

times and help to prepare food. The camp even

60%
of moms say

what they really
want for

Mother’s Day is
family time

Mediabrands survey reported in
CBC/Radio-Canada 2016

adopted a nut free policy. Shannon would

like to mention that her mom has been her

rock through everything – calm and al-

ways there when needed. Her mom en-

courages her to remain positive.

Arianna is a happy and active

young lady who discovered her love for

baking at the age of 8. She develops her

own recipes, created a cookbook that is

allergy free and has entered a competi-

tion called the “Grand Défi.” This is her

own idea and she calls this project “Al-

lergy Awareness.”

Arianna has annual testing and the

family is currently awaiting the results

for that testing to determine if there has

been a decrease in her milk allergy.  On

the positive side, her allergy to eggs has

decreased. There are more tests to

come and this will likely always be part

of Arianna’s life. Shannon says, “This

is our reality, and we have chosen to

make it positive by educating, pro-

moting and accepting what comes her

way.  She is a positive and smart girl

that amazes me every day.  Her dream is to

open a bakery that is safe for everyone, and I be-

lieve one day she will.”

Shannon is very accepting of Arianna’s unex-

pected challenge, but it is life’s challenges that

make us who we are and challenges make us

stronger.   Shannon’s dream is that one day a cure

for peanut allergies will be found.  It is a constant

fear for those affected by life threatening allergies

and their families and friends.

Madison says, “My sister is so brave, but we are

all in this together.  She has us and we always make

sure she is safe.”

Giving Arianna the last word, “There are many

kids with food allergies and I am not alone.  I wish

sometimes I didn’t have them because I worry, but

it could be worse, and I HATE allergy testing!”

Arianna (right) and her sister Madison (left) promote 

food allergy awareness at a community event.
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I love my mom because she doesn’t complain if I watch
anime. Because she buys me books and she actually lis-
tens to what I have to say. I love that she isn’t depress-

ing and actually believes that I can do anything if I
really try. I love her cooking. I love that she doesn’t
make fun of me (sometimes) and makes everything

funny. I love that she spoils me because I’m her
youngest child. She actually reads my stories I write and
that makes me happy. Sometimes she can get annoying

and be a pain but I still love her.
Paige, Grade 6 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

My mom carried me for nine months. She spoils me by
buying me ice-cap and coffee. Sometimes, I bake with

my mom. She makes a very nice crusted pizza with
cheese, pepperoni, mushrooms and peppers with

sausage on top. We go to the beach in the summer to
swim. My mom lets me do what I want to as long as I

don’t burn the house or shed down.
Landon, Grade 6

Shigawake Port Daniel School

My mom gave me life and she’s been my father’s wife.
I gave her a hug and a Freddy Krueger mug.

I love her so much, since her first touch.
I give my love and all of the above.

Arianna Major, Grade 6  
Shigawake Port Daniel School

She gives me permission to play on my tablet. She is
funny. She always takes good care of me and gives me a
hug and kiss when I go to bed. She lets my best friend

come over to play at the house. She makes me my
favourite pizza. I love my mom.

Eathen Merrick, Grade 5
Shigawake Port Daniel School

My mom spoils me. She brought me to Las Vegas for
my sister’s wedding. We might go to Australia or

Hawaii. She gets me PlayStation cards. She makes food
and brings it to me. She said I’m allowed to eat in my

room. She’s really kind, 
but sometimes I can get on her bad side.

Nathan, Grade 5
Shigawake Port Daniel School

One of the reasons I love my mom is because she gave
me an unusual name. She spoils me by giving me love,
food, clothes and a bed. Half the time she does goofy

things to make everyone in the family laugh. I love that
she works in my school. She always prepares my lunch

for me. She is the best, 
most loving and kindest mom in the world.

Shaelyn Smith, Grade 5
Shigawake Port Daniel School

My mom is the best mom because she shows me love.
She takes me places to play and brings me to school 
because I don’t like the bus. Mom brought me an un-
usual gift. I asked for a gallon of glue to make slime, 

also a thing of Tide to activate the slime. 
She knows me really well.

Rebecca, Grade 5,
Shigawake Port Daniel School

My mom is the best one in the world because she is al-
ways doing things for me. She does my laundry and

cooks supper every day. She buys me everything I want.
I think I’m a little spoiled sometimes. I have three pets
for now, but I want more. I wouldn’t trade my mom for

anything in the world 
Lacey, Grade 5 

Shigawake Port Daniel School

Dear Mom, I’m so happy you gave birth to me. I like it
when you read to me. I’m happy that you named me

Molly. I like it when you watch TV with me. 
Mom, you always make delicious food for me. 

I know you love me because you hug and kiss me. 
Thank you for taking care of me. 

Molly, Grade 6 
Shigawake Port Daniel School

My mom is the best because she carried me for a long
time and gave me a good name. I like everything she
cooks for me. Sometimes I help her make cookies by
mixing the ingredients. Mom takes me shopping at

Canadian Tire and I sometimes buy a 
new knife or a new pair of work gloves. 

Wyatt Major, Grade 5, 
Shigawake Port Daniel School

I love my mother so much. She is my hero. 
She gave me life. She cheers me up when I’m sad. She
takes me shopping and lets me choose my own clothes.

She does my hair all nice for school.  She gives me
good advice for things that happen at school. She tells

me to be there for my brother, and soon I’ll be there for
my sister too. She makes the most 

delicious meals. She will always be my hero.
Zoey A., Grade 6 

Shigawake Port Daniel School

She gives me love and great food! She puts clothes 
on my back and she takes good care of me. 

She is a great mother. She always lights up my day!
Love, Nathan, Grade 4 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She buys what I like and what I need (presents too). 
She cooks for me when I’m hungry. She takes me 
swimming, shopping and visiting. She takes me to

restaurants for a treat.
Leamon, Grade 3 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is my mom. She is the best mom ever. 
She is the best cook ever! 

Love, William Wylie, Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is a very good cook! She makes good treats like
peanut butter balls and peanut butter cups. I love my
mom so much. My mom is also very good at making
cakes – yummy!! And, almost every time I ask her for

something I get it even though I begged her! 
Love, Brady Major, Grade 3/4 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

Nanny gives me good food all the time, especially when
I get home from school. She even gives me dessert too!

Nanny loves me so much that 
Nanny even gets me a lot of treats too.

Love, RJ, Grade 4 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She does everything for me. She is a great cook! She
buys me what I need plus some extra things like a

tablet. She allows me on my games sometimes 
and my mom is an angel!

Love, Nicholas McWhirter, Grade 3, 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is kind, smart and pretty. She loves me. She takes
good care of me and she helps me a lot. She buys me

lots of chocolate bars too!
She lets me have friends over sometimes.

Matthew Prince, Grade 4 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is kind and she puts me in my right spot 
when I’m being bad!

Emilie Sullivan, Grade 4 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She braids my hair perfectly! She is the best cook 
in the universe. She is the best mom ever and

she buys me the clothes I need! 
Love, Alexia Cormier, Grade 3 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is the best cook on Earth! She is very loving and
sweet but, most of all she gave birth to me and my 
siblings and that is the best thing about her – being 

an extraordinary mother! 
Samantha Major, Grade 4 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

I love my mom because she’s always there for me
whenever I’m sick or need her. I also love her because
she gives great big hugs! She makes me breakfast. She
never ever leaves me. She’s awesome and super funny!

Addisyn Renouf , Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

I love my mother because she loves me a lot. She gives
me hugs all the time and kisses too!

Sidney Benwell , Grade 4 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is as sweet as sugar and as nice as an angel. She
looks at me with sparkling eyes and the best thing about
her is when she kisses me because it makes me forget

all my pain. When she hugs me it feels like I’m in
Heaven. She’s better than any other mother. 

She is extraordinary! 
Connor Burton, Grade 3

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

“I love my nanny because my nanny used to buy Savy
and I candy. Nanny brought us other places. Nanny

brought us to parks, to the pool and my aunt Tiffany’s.”
Felicia, Grade 3 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love my mum like the big blue sky.
I love my mum like the deep blue ocean.
I love my mum like the blueberries I eat.

I love my mum like the blue jays in the sky.
I love my mum like my big blue eyes.

I love my mum like the color blue in the rainbow.
Alyssa Keating, Grade 3, 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

Mom I love you the pinkest.
I love you more than my favourite colour pink.

I love you more than my pink Harry Potter sweater. 
I love you more than my pink pencil case I use every-
day. I love you more than the pink bleeding hearts you

plant every year. I love you more than the pink blanket I
use every day. I love you more than the pink six foot

charger I use every night. I love you more than the pink
sneakers I use every day.  love you like the pink roses. I
love you more than the pink pedal bike I use. I love you
more than my nail polish. Mom I love you the pinkest. 

Love, McKayla, Grade 6 
Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker  

I love my mom because she is the one that 
gives me food every day and shelter too.

I love her because whenever I get sick
she stays with me until I get better.

I love her because we always go 
to Grindstone and on trips together. 
I love her like the birds love the sky. 

I love her like the animals love the ground. 
Mom, I love you. Bradley, Grade 5 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

I love my mom because she loves me. I love my mom
because she cares for me. I love my mom because she is

there for me. I love my mom because she encourages
me. I love my mom because she plays with me. I love

my mom because she is considerate. I love my mom be-
cause she is kind. I love my mom because she keeps me

in line. I love my mom because she helps me when I
need help. I love my mom beyond words.

Amelia, Grade 6,
Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

I love my mom because she makes us our favorite
breakfast on Sunday. She takes care of me when I’m

sick. She supports me. She encourages me when I go to
volleyball tournaments. Every time we play sports she

always pushes me to do my best. If we lose she will say,
“Did you have fun?” She makes me laugh. I love my

mom because she is competitive, kind, funny, and gen-
erous. I love my mom to the moon and back.

Serena, Grade 6 
Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

She cooks for me and her food is amazing,
especially macaroni and lasagna. Also I love her for

everything she did for me especially when she got my
PlayStation. I love my mom just like my favorite 

colour lime green. I also love her even though 
she canbe a pain sometimes. I also love her because 

she helps me get through rough times.
I love you, Mom, always and forever. 

Kalub Lohnes, Grade 6 
Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

Mom I love you the bluest. I love you more than the
nice water at the beach. I love you more then my blue

lead pencil at school. I love you more than the 
beautiful blue sky. I love you more than my blue pencil

case. I love you more than my blue Under Armour 
sweater. I love you more than the blueberries 

I eat. Mom I love you the bluest. 
Carson, Grade 4, 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

Dear Mom, I love you the reddest. I love you more than
the red roses in the summer. I love you more than my
red pencil I write with at school. I love you more than
my soft red blanket I cover up with. I love you more

than the red crayon I colour hearts with. I love you more
than the red strawberries I eat in the morning. I love you
more than my red hand sanitizer that cleans my hands. 

Mom I love you the reddest.
Madison, Grade 6 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker

I love my mother because she is my biggest supporter
whether it’s with tests, exams and sports. She also has
my back 110%. I love my mom because she always

takes care of me when I am sick. She gets my medicine
and hugs me tight. I love my mom because she cooks
the best food ever and makes yummiest sweets. My
mom watches movies with me and stays up late. My
mom is the best person in the world, I love my mom
soooo much. I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for al-

ways as long as I’m living my mommy you’ll be. 
Kimberly Pealey, Grade 6 

Grosse Ile School, Teacher: Dorothy Taker
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WHY I LOV E MYShe is wonderful! She takes me anywhere I want. She
lets my sister and I watch YouTube in her room. She

cooks whatever I want. She loves to ride her bike with
us. I like it when she does homework with me. The best

thing is she gave birth to me and my sibling. 
She is the best mom ever.

Love, Chloe Rideout, Grade 4 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

She is so kind and nice. She plays with Aubree, Sophie
and me too. She loves all of us so much. Sam loves me
so much because I am good. I get treated well when I

am good. Sam takes us 
places where we can have lots of fun. 

Madison Ross, Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

I love my nanny because she makes cakes all the time.
My nanny is so nice and she always makes time for me.
She makes the best macaroni in the world. When I was

little, she rocked me in my favourite rocking chair. 
My nanny is the best!

Spirit Martin, Grade 3/4, 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Prince

“She is beautiful. When I have nightmares she snuggles
with me. She plays tag with Chloe and me. It’s fun. We
watch movies and go shopping at Dollarama. It is fun. I
love my mommy. In the summer my mommy is going
to get ice cream for my friends and me and my sister.

Zoey Rideout, Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love Sam because she gets me a Kinder Egg and we
play in the snow together. Then Keshia pushes me 

down the hill in a sled and we have hot cocoa. 
We played ice hockey and I won.

Sophie Ross, Grade 2
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

My mom is the best mom around here. She is the best
mom. She gets me hoodies and a swimming pool and
boots. I get to swim and for my birthday I’m getting a
kitten and a Nerf gun. I love my mom because she gets

me a brand new helmet and she bakes cookies. 
She buys me a dirt bike and a brand new ski doo. 

My mom is the best.
Masen Dea, Grade 2 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

My mom bakes with me. My mom plays a game in the
house with me. My mom plays with me.

Chad Major, Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love my mom. She is in my heart. I watch movies
about Woody everyday and I get toys - three monster

trucks that climb steps and can go in the snow and water
and pop wheelies. I have a moose ground behind the

railroad tracks. I go there with my mom.
Tristen, Grade 3 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

She always helps me when I get off the bus. She always
hugs me and kisses me.  And I say I love you.

Alexa Hottot, Grade 3 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love my family because my mom loves me. She gets
me anything I want at the Dollar Store, garage sales and

Toys-R-Us in Montreal. I went to Las Vegas with my
mom. We went to the pet store. My mom is beautiful.

Paige Harrison, Grade 2 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

My mom gets me everything I want. She gives me $50
for my birthday. She wakes me up for school. She gives

me money for boots. I like mom. My mom gets me a
hoodie. My mom got me a Nerf gun for Christmas.

My mom got me a hoodie.
Luke Couture, Grade 2 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love Mom because she can get me some Minecraft
mini figures. I like to get a Steve and a box with a vil-

lager and a diamond Steve and a black sheep. I also like
to get a big box with a big black dragon with purple

eyes and a diamond Steve with a bow and arrow. 
Mom can get at amast and he put inside an 

amast bag and makes cookies. 
Preston Horth, Grade 3,

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

My mom plays Roblox with me. She brings me to the
Dollar Store. She reads to me. She wakes me

up for school at 6:00. She brings me to Super-8. 
Somebody gave my mom a monster truck 

and she gave it to me.
Jared Flowers, Grade 2 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

She lets me make cookies for me and my brothers. My
mom lets me go to work with her because I love her.

Axl Major, Grade 2 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I love Mom because she takes care of me. She makes
my birthday. She gets me some dresses. She gets me

some toys like a unicorn and a doll. She got me 2 cats.
She brings me to the restaurant and to my aunts. I love
her because she loves me and my little baby brother.  

Tatianna Smith, Grade 2 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

She is the best mom ever and that’s why I love my
mom. I love my mom because she makes me pretty

cute. I will bake my mom a cake because she does a lot
of good things for me and that is mostly why I love my
mom. I love my mom because she is the best mom I can
ever ask for. I will go to Ontario with my mom. I will go

anywhere with my mom. I will not leave without my
mom. I love my mom because she is nice and funny and

helpful. I love my mom because she loves me.
Morgan Wylie Benwell, Grade 2, 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Garrett

I get candy and chocolate and I get to go 
to Nanny’s and Pappy’s.
Lauren, Kindergarten 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Royal

It’s Easter, and because we’re going to get Easter eggs
and candy canes and stuff. 

Charley, Kindergarten 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Royal

She gives me lots of hugs and smiles, 
and she goes to bed without watching TV.

Davis, Kindergarten 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Royal

She gives me stuff.  
She loves me, and the hugs and kisses. 

Coralee, Kindergarten 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Royal

I love my mother because I love her! 
Mellody, Kindergarten 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Mr. Royal

She loves me.
Alexandra Evans, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

I help her clean the house.
Tori Skene, Pre-K, 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie 

We do lots of things together.
Sheldon Huntington, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

She always takes care of me.
Kayliey Whalen, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

Mommy takes me everywhere.
Connor Ross Small, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

She buys me what I want,
a new bed and a dog.
Liam Hottot, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

She is so beautiful and because 
she loves me so much.

Dezirea Harrison-Ross, Pre-K 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

Mommy loves me and she gives good hugs.
Lily Major, Pre-K 

Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

She has long hair and glasses and 
she gives me good hugs.

Samuel Wylie, Pre-K 
Shigawake Port Daniel School, Teacher: Miss Marie

She loves me. She is nice to me and she plays Payday
with me. She is pretty too. I love her. She gets me stuff.

She is a good mom. I am lucky.
Brooke,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She is fun because she got us and her a cat and she buys
us cookies. I love her because she reads a book to me

and she plays games with us and 
plays ball with us and we go to the park.

Madison,  Grade 3
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She is nice and fun. She is very helpful and makes my
favourite supper. She plays games with me and we play
outside. She makes me snacks and we go shopping and

swimming. She is sweet and so nice to me 
and my sister.  I love you

Emma,  Grade 3
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She cooks and she lets me play on the xbox. She is the
best person. She lets me play with my toys and she

plays roblox with me on the xbox. Also she tucks me in
bed and she hugs me everyday

Blain,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She plays Lego with me. She helps me with my home-
work. She reads me a story at night. She cooks my

favourite supper tacos. She plays with me outside. She
tucks me in every  night and says I love you, goodnight.

Ryder,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She cooks for me and she make me cookies.  I love her
and she loves me. She buys me candy. She plays rablo
with me and Marco Polo when she takes us swimming.

I love her so much.
Kayla,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She feels and she has a big heart. She takes me for a
walk on the beach. We go to Gaspé to eat and to the

stores. I got a teddy bear. He was adorable! 
My mom loves me and I love her too!

Paisley,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She makes me my favourite food dogs. We go on bike
rides together. She plays cards with me and we play on
my xbox together. We like to watch TV, I get to cuddle

with her. We like colouring together.
Jayden,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

I love my mother because she made my birthday bed-
room makeover when I got off the bus. She made it

beautiful and I smiled and cried.
Summer,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She lets me eat candy and she plays Sorry and 
Monopoly with me and she lets me sleep in and play

Battlefield and Roblox. 
She makes pizza for me and it’s my favourite.

Katrina,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She cooks my favourite food that is Kraft Dinner and
she plays board games and she tucks me in bed. She

takes me on trips and she takes me to baseball.
Rebecca,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

I love my mom because she is my mom and she is
sweet. She is nice to me and she plays hockey with me
on my xbox. When me and Lily have nothing to do, she

plays teddies with me. She helped us find all of the
chocolate eggs from the Easter Bunny.

Jadyn,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She buys me clothes and treats. She plays board games
with me. She takes me to the movies, and to McDon-

alds. I like spending time with my mom.
Alexy,  Grade 3

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She is good and she makes me cookies and plays with
me. She does my homework with me and helps me

with a lot of stuff, like making bracelets.
Noah,  Grade 2

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa

She buys me a lot of presents and games. She plays 
Monopoly Fortnite with me. She plays on the xboy with
me. She makes square pizzas for us and she tucks me in
and reads to me at night about dinosaurs and Pokemon.

Liam,  Grade 1
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Miss Melissa
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LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

Spending quality time with a par-

ticular person who is close to you

will brighten your week, Leo. It’s

just the change of pace you need

to put a smile on your face.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22

You are more than willing to take

on extra work that needs to be

done to get a project completed,

Virgo. Your team-first attitude is

not going unnoticed or unappreci-

ated.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23

Creative things catch your eye

this week, Libra. Make it a point

to stroll through an art gallery or

catch a foreign film. Your appreci-

ation for the arts will only grow. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22

Calling your own shots is perfect

for you. The idea of working inde-

pendently is very attractive to you

this week. Give it some thought.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21

Hobbies and leisure time activities

with friends will provide a welcome

break from work, Sagittarius. Use

these opportunities to reconnect

with people you care about.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20

Capricorn, you are considering a

financial undertaking that takes

you out of your comfort zone.

Don’t hesitate, as there’s no re-

ward without a little risk.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18

Speaking your mind is par for the

course, as Aquarians tend to be

opinionated. You have the ability

to win over others without making

them feel pressured in any way.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20

Enjoy a few hours of hibernation

this week, Pisces. Expect to feel

recharged in no time. Relaxation

for two also can fit the bill.  

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20

Reconciliation is important, Aries.

That’s especially so if you know

you have been in the wrong. Oth-

ers will respect you much more for

your ability to make up and move

on. 

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21

It’s time to showcase all of your

talents to an authority figure who

can push you toward success,

Taurus. All you need is a little re-

inforcement. 

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21

Fresh experiences are on the

way, and you are craving an op-

portunity to broaden your hori-

zons, Gemini. Sign up for classes

or get a new hobby to open your

eyes to new things.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22

Sharing deep feelings with others

can be healing, Cancer. Just be

sure to choose your confidantes

wisely, as the right mentor can

make all the difference. 

Go ahead...play with your food

WHY I LOV E MYMy mom is fun. She skis with me. She plays soccer
with me but I’m teaching Mom how to play soccer. She
is fun to talk to and we love to watch movies together.

We have fun when we play together and that why I love
my mom so much. 

Oliver Kinghorn, Grade 5,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she always supports me in any-
way possible and Mom loves to play with me all the
time. Mom will do anything to help me with lots of
things. Thank you for raising me to be a good boy. 

Love Connor Boyle, Grade 5,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

Without my mom I would not be the person I am today.
She always tries to support all the decisions I make. She
is an amazing artist. One day I hope I am as good as her.

I love my mom and I couldn’t 
imagine a world without her.

Sara Dyck, Grade 6,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She is beautiful, always happy and is always full of joy.
She is kind to me and when I want to go on the roller-
coaster but at the same time I don’t want to go on the

rollercoaster. She encourages me to do the rollercoaster.
My mom encourages me to follow my dream job 

and I really hope it works. 
My mom is the best mom in the world.

Rylan Lejeune, Grade 5,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she brought me into this life
and I feel that I can talk and I trust her. I feel safe with
her and I feel I can talk to her. She also helps me with
any work or if I need to study.  She is always there for
me and she even tries to learn about sports because she

knows I like sports.
Anthony P. Chicoine, Grade 5,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she is the only reason I am here
right now. She gave birth to me and every time I get sick

or hurt she is worried about me and makes sure I feel
better. Without my mom I would have died because she

buys my food, bought my house and makes sure I’m
healthy. She is the only thing keeping me together.

(Also I think I’m her favourite)
Madison Touzel, Grade 5,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She gets me lots of stuff but thanks to her I am alive and
I like helping her. I do complain when I have to do the
dishwasher. Then she says she will. Then I  do it but I
still love her. She does a lot for me and I try to do lots

for her but it doesn’t feel like I do enough for her.
Jesse Laflamme, Grade 5,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She takes care of me, feeds me, she loves me and she
buys stuff for me. I play board games and watch tv 

with her. She raised me. She is really nice and 
that is why I love my mom.
Mathew Chicoine, Grade 4,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she is a really good teacher.
When I’m having trouble with my homework, she is 

always there to help and sometimes my dad. My mom
also helps me sometimes at school. I love my mom even
when we read books together but when she gets mad at
me it does not make me hate her. I still love my mom.

Dylan Lemieux, Grade 4,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she is so positive and kind. She
makes the best of things. She is always talking about

health and the way we eat. My mom is just so amazing.
She is pretty and thinks of people. She makes everyone

feel good and safe. She is the best mom ever. She is
very funny. She always makes me feel good.

Cole Colin Lucas, Grade 4,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She’s always been there for me. She’s taught me 
everything I know and I don’t know what I’d do without
her here for me. I’m so thankful for my mom and how
smart she is, and how she taught me to never give up

and keep doing what I love. I am so happy to have her
here with me. xoxo

Caeley Chicoine, Grade 6,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She helps me pursue my dream of being a profes-
sional hockey player. She helps me with my

schoolwork. She encourages me with my hockey
and the other things I want to be. She also helps me

understand the other things in life as I grow up.
Wyatt Lemieux, Grade 6,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she is strong. She takes care
of two kids and is soon going to own a quarter of

Chez Ron. She is amazing even though she has
some insane rules. She still lets me walk alone to
the mailbox and back. She is fun. When my little

brother leaves, me and my mom start a movie
and finish it during the week. 

She also gave me life.
Alyssa Perron Grade 5,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She’s kind, she’s funny, she’s a loving person,
she’s beautiful and she’s very helpful and she
does everything for me. If it weren’t for my

mom I wouldn’t be here today on this earth 
and I’m very thankful to have a mom, 

especially one like mine.
Robyn Syvret, Grade 5,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She gives me a home, food, water and things to do.
She’s there for me when I need her.

Chase Quirion, Grade 6,
Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She helps me with my homework. She is always nice to
me. She makes us dinner and she is forgiving. My mom
likes to spoil us and she is always there for me. Her food

is great! She is very crafty and she is amazing.
Lucas Calvin Mission, Grade 6,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she is awesome and cool. She
cooks good and lets me cook with her. When I am sick
she cooks me chicken noodle soup. When I fall down
she puts a band-aid on. I love my mom because she

gave me a baby sister.
Kendall Rehel, Grade 4,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

She makes Easter cookies even when it’s not Easter. She
plays soccer with me. She helps me clean my room. She

buys me stuff. She watches movies with me. 
Cheyenne Emily Wylie, Grade 4,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

I love my mom because she helps me with my home-
work. She is always with me if I get hurt. My mom is
nice to me. She is also brave. She is beautiful. Once I

couldn’t do my homework because I didn’t know what
to do  and she helped me. She spends a lot of time with
me. She is forgiving. Her food is delicious. She does

this glass thing. It’s really cool.
Nathan Mercier Mission, Grade 4,

Belle Anse School, Teacher: Mr. Mark

Isabella, 2, New CarlisleFamily Ties

London, 3,PaspebiacFamily Ties

Karlee, 3, New Carlisle

Family Ties

Lucilla, 1 1/2, Shigawake
Family Ties
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Avignon MRC prepares by-law 
to protect parts of territory against mining

POINTE-À-LA-CROIX: –
The Avignon MRC Council of
Mayors adopted on April 9 a
project that will eventually
identify the parts of its terri-
tory that will be withdrawn
from mining activities.

Avignon will become one
of the first MRCs in Quebec to
take advantage of a law that
confers those MRCs the right
to adequately protect some
parts of their territories from
mining ventures.  

The mayors have identified
a set of norms and pinpointed

signed with Quebec’s Forest,
Wildlife and Parks Depart-
ment places where extensive
recreational activities take
place, territories where con-
servation activities are held, as
well as all the artesian wells
and water sources, including a
sufficient buffer perimeter.

The bylaw project will be
tabled for analysis by the Que-
bec government.

“We think that we respect
the rules put in place by the
Quebec government. I have no
idea about the time it will take
(for the authorities to come
back to the MRC),” says Avi-

our bylaw or not. If they don’t
react within 60 days, it is like
approving it,” explains Mr.
Bernatchez.

The mining bylaw is a re-
hearsal for an oil and gas ex-
ploration bylaw that should be
assessed by the MRCs some-
time in 2019, once the Quebec
government cleary defines
what the municipalities can

and cannot do while protect-
ing some parts of their terri-
tory.

“I expect something rela-
tively similar to the mining
bylaw. It should be much eas-
ier for us to prepare the oil
bylaw because the research is
already done. The mining
bylaw project required months
of work,” says Gaétan

Bernatchez.
While waiting for the as-

sessment to be carried out by
the government, the MRC has
asked the Department of Natu-
ral Resources to suspend tem-
porarily all the mining claims
located in the territories likely
to be protected by the bylaw.
That request has been in effect
since December 13, 2018.

Guy Gallant

a number of areas where min-
ing will be forbidden. Those
zones include a buffer zone of
one kilometre around all the
urbanized perimeters of the
MRC. 

Outside urbanized areas,
all the sets of at least five
premises with a house on each
of them will be protected by a
buffer zone of 600 metres.   

The Avignon MRC will
also protect from mining ac-
tivities all the pieces of land
that bear a historical, cultural
or heritage value, as well as
scenery with cultural and her-
itage value.

The eventual bylaw will
also protect agricultural land,
maple groves on public land
that are bound by a lease

gnon MRC prefect Guy Gal-
lant.

Most of the Avignon MRC
is under oil and gas explo-
ration claims, but the number
of mining claims is limited. 

“We will soon have a more
accurate idea about the claims
that will be renewed or that
have already been renewed,”
adds Mr. Gallant. That update
will come from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Avignon MRC director
general Gaétan Bernatchez
points out that the bylaw will
be adopted in June, whether
the Quebec government has
approved the bylaw project or
not.

“Then, the government
will have 60 days to react to

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE



In Memory

HOWATSON: Shirley Sylvia Cormier
It is with great sadness that we announce the death

of Shirley Sylvia Cormier Howatson who passed away
on February 2, 2019, at the hospital in Rocky Mountain
House, Alberta. The family would like to thank Dr.
Jean Peloquin and the hospital staff for taking care of
her. She lost her battle to cancer so any donations
please make to the cancer society. There will be a cele-
bration of her life held at a later date and time.

MILLER: Merle
February 20, 1922 – April 24 , 2019 

Mrs. Merle Miller passed away peacefully at the
age of 97 on April 24, 2019.   She was predeceased by
her husband Mr. Elvin Coffin and her daughter Flo.
Left to mourn are her children: Connie and Morris;  her
grandchildren: Cindy (Scott), Lisa (Jeff), Steven
(Melanie), Brandon (Mary Kay); her great-grandchil-
dren: Alyssa, Nicholas, Dillon, Keira, Kolby, Sam;  her
great-great-grandchildren: Aiden, Logan; her sister:
Lois (Ev); nieces; nephews; and many other family
members and friends. 

Visitation was held at the Funeral Home Valère
Fortin in Gaspé on April 25, 2019.  The funeral service
was held at the funeral home on April 26, 2019. Inter-
ment took place at St-James’ Cemetery in Wakeham.

Donations can be made in memory of Mrs. Merle
Miller Coffin to the Breast Cancer Society or the Fon-
dation Hôtel-Dieu de Gaspé.

nnouncements...A
Obituaries

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

Classic 
Memorials

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REPS:

Albert Burton - New Richmond       418-391-6526

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle           418-752-6041

Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules         418-759-3270
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JOSEPH: Girard
1957-2016
We thought of you today
But that is nothing new.
We thought about you yesterday
And days before that too.
We think of you in silence.
We often speak your name.
Now all we have are memories
And your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake
With which we never part.
God has you in His keeping.
We have you in our hearts.

Greatly loved and sadly missed by your parents,
brothers and sisters.

LANGLOIS: Leonard
In loving memory of a loving husband and grand-

father who passed away March 10, 1998.
You had a nature we could not help loving,
And a heart that was pure gold,
And to those who knew you and loved you,
Your memory will never grow old.

Love and miss you. Forever in our hearts, Iona and
family.

www.nelsonmonuments.com
1-800-561-9014

110th Anniversary Special 

Local Agent: Dennis Hackett

Serving Atlantic Canada since 1909

*See agent for details *Offer ends May 31, 2019

FREE Laser Scene
For a Limited time*

PATTERSON: Francis
April 25, 1934 to May 6, 2018

One year has passed. You are loved and missed
every day and forever in our hearts.
In a little country graveyard
Where the gentle breezes blow
Lies the one we love so dearly
And lost one year ago.
To your place of rest we travel
And say a silent prayer
But no one knows the heartache
As we turn and leave you there.
Time goes on with many changes:
Joy and sorrow, smiles and tears,
But your memory we will always cherish
With the passing of the years.

Blenda, Everett and Claire, Anthony and Emma
and Darren.

ROBERTS: Earl and Beatrice
In loving memory of Mum and Dad. Dad, April 6,

2000, and Mum, February 16, 2003.
Those we hold dear never leave us.
They live on in kindness they showed,
The examples they set,
And the love they brought into our lives.

Loved and missed, Iona and family.

PURCHASE YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT ONLINE AT 

THEGASPESPEC.COM

Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gilles Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary
Gaël Tremblay, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE



UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, May 12

Hope Town 10:30 a.m.

a.m. to 3 p.m. at 248 Perron
Blvd, New Richmond.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Bookroom

Please be advised that the
bookroom has reopened.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club 

Every Tuesday: Bingo begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Welcome to all.
Every Thursday: Dame de
Pique at 1 p.m. $5 per person.
May 12: Mother’s Day Brunch
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. $12 per
adult, $10 children 12 years old
and under.
May 25: Annual Spring Bingo
beginning at 1 p.m. The en-
trance fee is $10 for 3 cards;
additional cards are $1 each.
Welcome to all and thank you
for your support.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 
Royal Canadian Legion 

Br. 172
The Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 172, meets monthly
every third Saturday at the Le-
gion located at 55 Gallagher St.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Fifty Plus Club Events

May 10 and May 24: There
will be jam sessions open to all
musicians and spectators at the
Club. Doors open at 7 p.m and
entertainment begins at 7:30.
May 12: Mother’s Day Brunch
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Sausage, bacon, home fries,
beans, pancakes, scrambled
eggs, toast, tea and coffee will
be served. The cost is $12 for
adults and $10 for children
under 12.
May 25: Annual Spring Bingo
beginning at 1 p.m. Doors open
at 12 p.m. The entrance fee is
$10 for 3 cards; additional
cards are $1 each. Canteen will
be serving hot dogs, sand-
wiches, drinks, potato chips and
chocolate bars.
Advance notice: We will also
be having a Father’s Day
brunch and barbeques in July
and August.
Every Tuesday: Bingo at 7
p.m.  
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BARACHOIS:
Legion Branch 261

Every Monday: The Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 261,
will be having a money bingo
at 7 p.m. at the Legion. 18+
only.
Every Thursday: Cards and
games from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Free.  For more information,
contact Lloyd Roussel at 418-
645-3700 or 418-645-2786.
May 12: Mother’s Day Brunch,
from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Adults
$10, Children $5, under 5 free.
May 18: Music and Dance with
Blondsy and Patrick Dufresne
beginning at 9 p.m. Cost $5.

BARACHOIS:
Recreation Centre

May 10: The Barachois Recre-
ation Centre will be holding an
18+ money bingo at 7 p.m.
Bilingual. Over $600 in cash
prizes.

PORT DANIEL: 
Three Star

Golden Age Club
Every Wednesday: Pétanque
from 7 to 9 p.m. Cost $3. Come
and join the fun and learn a
new game!
May 11: Mother’s Day Tea
from noon to 2 p.m. $7 per per-
son. Come and enjoy yourself.
May 25: Military Whist.
June 1: 500 card game.
June 8: Father’s Day BBQ

PORT DANIEL:
St. James

Anglican Church
July 27: Annual Bazaar at the
Three Star Golden Age Club.
More details to come.

HOPE TOWN:
Community Centre

May 11: Military Whist begin-
ning at 8 p.m.

HOPE TOWN:
Hope Baptist Church

Hope Baptist Church welcomes
you. Sunday School for all ages
at 9:45 a.m. and Corporate
Worship at 11 a.m. on Sundays.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Young Peoples for grades 7-11

at 7 p.m. on Fridays. 305 Route
132 West, Hope Town, 418-
752-5838.

NEW CARLISLE:
Heritage New Carlisle

May 10: Soup and Sweets
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
New Carlisle Town Hall, $10.
Door prizes.
May 11: Fly tying, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Learn to tie flies, cast and
gain a new appreciation of fly
fishing with Jean Marc Poirier.
$10.
May 14: Annual General Meet-
ing at 7 p.m. at the Kempffer
Cultural and Interpretation
Centre, 125 Boulevard Gerard
D. Levesque in New Carlisle.
The evening’s activities will in-
clude the annual report and the
election of directors. Refresh-
ments will be served.  Come
and join us!
May 25: Wood carving, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. with Marcel Beaulieu.
$15.

NEW CARLISLE:
Royal Canadian Legion

Saturdays: Legion opens at 1
p.m.
May 12: Mother’s Day after-
noon from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
with local entertainers Kathy
Gallon and Vern Huntington. $5
entrance fee.
July 1: Mini prince and
princess. If you would like to
register your child/children, call
Laura at 418-752-6799. Age
groups: 0-4, 5-9 and 10-13.
More info to follow.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bible Chapel Services

Sunday: Breaking of Bread for
Believers - 9:30 a.m.;  Sunday
night service - 7 p.m.;
Wednesday: Bible Study and
Prayer - 7 p.m.  “You Must Be
Born Again.”

NEW RICHMOND:
Flea Market

New clothing has arrived, $1
each. Hot meal at noon. Free.
Donations accepted.  To donate
or obtain furniture, please call
418-392-5161. Open on Fri-
days and Saturdays from 10

POINTE-NAVARRE:
Sanctuary of

Pointe Navarre
May 26: The Annual General
Meeting will be held at 1:30
p.m. at the church.  You are in-
vited to this meeting to receive
information on the administra-
tion of the sanctuary. Everyone
welcome.

GASPE:
Mother’s Day Bake Sale

May 10: The annual Mother's
Day Bake Sale hosted by the Pi-
oneer Days Committee will be
held at the Carrefour in Gaspé
beginning at 9 a.m.  Raffle tick-
ets on a beautiful gift basket
will also be available.  Proceeds
of the Bake Sale (and Pioneer
Days) will go to renovations at
Camp Fort Haldimand.  If you
would like to donate baking or
items for the gift baskets,
please contact Linda Alexander
at 418-368-1502.  Hope to see
you there!

WAKEHAM:
Advance Notice

Wakeham ACW will be holding
its annual summer sale on Sat-
urday, July 6, at the York
River Community Hall. There
will be a bake sale, handicraft
table, white elephant table and
mystery parcels.  Afternoon tea
will be served, $5. Doors open
at 2 p.m.

DOUGLASTOWN:
Community Centre

Tuesdays: Zumba from 7-8
p.m. $10/class.
Wednesday: Yoga for women.
There are two groups: 5:15
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. and 7:15
p.m. to 8:45 p.m. $17/class
(drop in). Requires minimal ex-
perience in yoga.  Bring your
mat.

MALBAY:
Malbay ACW

July 27: All Saints by the Sea
Tea, Crafts and Bake Sale at the
Malbay Hall from 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

COAST ROUND-UP COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

Every Thursday: Dame de
Pique at 1 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
Thank you for your support.

GESGAPEGIAG:
Important Meeting

This is to inform the community
members of Gesgapegiag and
the surrounding area that Ges-
gapegiag healing lodge
(NNADAP) hosts AA meetings
and is open to everyone.  If you
are interested in a lifestyle free
of alcohol and substance abuse
and have the desire to change,
you are invited to attend meet-
ings every Monday at 7 p.m.

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every Tues-
day at 7 p.m. at the Mawiomi
Treatment Centre located at 85
School Street in Gesgapegiag.
Everyone welcome!  For more
information, call 418-759-3522.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS
The winners for the week of
April 28 are: Bernard Doiron,
Ghislain Cyr, Karine Poirier, Alain
Henry, Martine Cyr, Mathieu
Mercier and Jovette Bourdages.

COAST ROUND-UP

ANGLICAN
CHURCH

OF CANADA
Sunday, May 12

New Carlisle
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Hope Town
10 a.m. Morning Prayer

Shigawake
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist

PARISH OF GASPÉ
Sunday, May 12

St. James - Wakeham
9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

IN BUSINESS FOR 35 YEARSProud to serve you!

Distributors of petroleum products:  diesel, furnace oil, stove oil, gas and motor oil

HEAD OFFICE:
Bonaventure
125 Route 132
Bonaventure, QC G0C 1E0
Tel.: (418) 534-2777
Fax: (418) 534-4210
csc@petrolescpoirier.com

Chandler
125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC G0C 1K0
Tel: (418) 689-2595

Gaspé
216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé, QC G4X 2B3
Tel.: (418) 368-8777

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE
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Representative

Robert BilodeauDream it! Build it! Live it!
CHOOSE AN HMC BUILT HOUSE
Factory-built, sheltered from the weather using a method
which reduces costs and production time offering the highest
quality standards and the best energy efficiency

IMAGINE YOUR HMC HOME A move in ready home with the decor

of your choice and designed the way you want, no hassles, no worries

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

1 877 666-3168
hmcmaison.com
RBQ: 8000-7883-06

Business & Professional Directory

Tel.: 418-368-0288  
28 St-Patrick, Douglastown, Quebec

Email: centre.douglas@douglastown.net
DOUGLASTOWN.NET

Business & Professional Directory
AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!

alphonsebernard.ca
CARLETON�SUR�MER
418�364�7471
CPA

ALPHONSE BERNARD, FCPA, FCA
CLAUDE BERNARD, CPA, CA
HÉLÈNE LAGACÉ, BAA

ASSOCIATES

Business & Professional Directory

If you are from a household that 

has an active subscription to

The Gaspé Spec, 

you are invited to apply for the 

SPEC BURSARY
One $500 bursary will be awarded to
the high school graduate showing

the greatest academic improvement 

on their transcript between 
Grade 9 and Grade 11

and who will be continuing 
their academic studies at a 

post-secondary 
institution.

Applicants must be from one of the following schools:

Escuminac Intermediate, New Richmond High School, New
Carlisle High School, Chandler Evergreen or Gaspé Polyvalent

APPLICATION PROCESS
The applicant must include in their application the following items:
GRADE 9, GRADE 10 AND GRADE 11 transcripts.The transcripts must show improvement.
Proof of involvement in community volunteer activities.This would include letters from community leaders attesting to communityvolunteer work over the last three years.
Acceptance letter from the post-secondary institution you will be attend-ing.

Applicants failing to provide ALL of the above mentioned items will bedisqualified.

Student’s address must match the address of an active Spec Subscriber.Applications must be submitted by May 24, 2019 at 4 p.m.

Send your application and all required documents to:
The Gaspé Spec (Spec Bursary)

208-B Gérard D. Levesque
New Carlisle, QC   

G0C 1Z0
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