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Three serving brothers honoured

On June 15, 2019, three broth-

ers who are serving in the

Canadian military were hon-

oured in Ottawa.  The brothers

are MWO Harvey Flowers, In-

fantry; MWO Rodney Flow-

ers, MP; and CWO Paul

Flowers MSE (Op), originally

from New Carlisle. The very

proud parents of these fine

men are Harvey Flowers (Sr.)

and Janie Crozier who live in

New Carlisle.  The brothers,

and two of their spouses who

are also military (or ex-mili-

tary) were recognized recently

by Quilts of Valour Canada. 

If you combine the years of

service to their country given

by the three brothers, it would

total 90 years! Harvey Flowers

has completed tours in Cyprus,

Bosnia, Afghanistan and

Latvia, serving over 30 years.

Rodney Flowers has served in

Haiti, Bosnia, Persian Gulf,

Afghanistan and Iraq, and is in

his 30th year of service. Paul

Flowers has served in

Afghanistan, Kosovo, and

Alert, Nunavut and is also in

his 30th year of service.   At

the ceremony two of the broth-

ers’ spouses were also hon-

oured. MWO Laurie Flowers

has served over 23 years and

Capt. (Ret’d.) Brigitte Flowers

has completed 33 years of

service.

The quilt program was ini-

tiated by Lezley Zwaal, a quil-

ter from Edmonton. She first

started by making quilts to

give to young men who had re-

turned from Afghanistan and

were recovering in hospital.

She was so impressed by these

young members of the Cana-

dian military and their per-

sonal stories that she

established the Quilts of Val-

our program which is now na-

tion-wide. 

At this point more than

13,000 quilts have been deliv-

ered to members, past and

present, who have injuries

both visible and invisible.

These men and women have

worked to keep Canadians

safe. Quilts of Valour is look-

ing for volunteer quilters from

all across Canada to make the

quilts for injured and recover-

ing CAF members. The quilts

are a symbol of gratitude and

to provide some comfort to

those who serve.

On June 15, 2019, the

Flowers brothers attended the

Quilts for Valour ceremony

and it was the first opportunity

that they had to be pho-

tographed together in uniform.

After the ceremony that day

each of the Flowers brothers

took some time to try out the

sewing machines to make the

blocks that will eventually be

bound and topstitched to cre-

ate a finished quilt.

What a heartwarming and

worthwhile program. 

The Flowers brothers are

certainly an inspiration to their

fellow Gaspesians.

Wakeham-York celebrates 
its 50th Annual Winter Carnival
Wakeham-York celebrates 
its 50th Annual Winter Carnival

Saturday afternoon masquerade.   Full story on page 12...
Photo: Andy Patterson

MWO Harvey Flowers, Infantry; MWO Rodney
Flowers, MP: and CWO Paul Flowers MSE (Op),

three brothers originally from New Carlisle. 

After the quilt presentation, the brothers
tried out the sewing machines.
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Quebec adds $135 million for the railway

“The $135 million will be
mainly allocated to the sec-
ond section (Caplan-Port
Daniel). This is because we
have completed the prepara-
tory studies. Some work will
be done on Section 3. We are
starting and we will continue
the preparatory studies,” says
the manager of the rail file at
the Ministry of Transport,
Mathieu Grondin.

Section 3 requires sub-

stantial work: 24 bridges and
269 culverts to fix, 17 retain-
ing walls to redo and 15 km
of track near the sea to pro-
tect as well as the Gascons
faults and some rail segments
that have to be moved.

"During the course of the
year, we will have a better es-
timate of the costs for Section
3," says Grondin, who does
not want to speculate on the
amounts to come.

GASPÉ: – Between now and
2022 Quebec will add $135
million for the railway, bring-
ing the total amount to $235
million to rehabilitate the
railway to Gaspé, while
maintaining the target of
2025. This announcement
surprised all the elected offi-
cials present on February 25
at the Ministry of  Transport
garage in Gaspé.

The money will be mainly
invested between Caplan and
Port Daniel-Gascons while
studies are still underway for
the Port Daniel-Gaspé sec-
tion. The line between Gaspé
and Percé should be ready in
2024 for the tourist train.

“We really want to speed
up the work. We want to
make sure that there is
enough money for the trans-
formation to take place and
that it will be operational by
2025," says the minister re-
sponsible for the region,
Marie-Eve Proulx.

"We realized that the state
of the situation was worse
than we thought," she stated
when asked the reasons for
the additional funds.

The president of the So-
ciété du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie hesitated the day
before about whether to par-
ticipate in the press confer-
ence in Gaspé or not.
Accompanied by the mayor
of Gaspé and prefect of the
Côte-de-Gaspé MRC, Daniel
Côté; and his colleague from
Carleton-sur-Mer and prefect
of the Avignon MRC, Math-
ieu Lapointe; Éric Dubé dis-
played a broad smile when
the minister unveiled the en-
velope dedicated to the
Gaspesian rail network.

"We knew it was going to
take money of this magni-
tude. Surprised to hear this
announcement this morning
and very happy," says Mr.
Dubé.

He hopes that Quebec will
complete the line to Gaspé
before 2025.

Once the work is finished,
the VIA Rail train can return,
"The end goal is to bring the
track down to 286,000
pounds (for freight purposes)
to allow passenger trains to
return. From the start, we
have maintained this line. We
did not want to fix it in a
hurry and end up with the

same problem. When the
project is finished, I hope to
have a rehabilitated railway
for the next 75 or 100 years."

A study by the firm Aecon
carried out on behalf of the
Ministry of Transport previ-
ously mentioned a sum of
$300 million to rehabilitate
the entire railway between
Matapedia and Gaspé.

In August Ottawa an-
nounced $46 million in fund-
ing to protect the railway in
the face of coastal erosion
and climate change on Sec-
tion 3.

In total, Quebec intends to
invest $307 million in trans-
portation for the region in
2020-2022. $169 million will
be for the road system, $8
million more than the period
2019-2021. Among the main
projects is the reconstruction
of the Moffet Creek culvert
on Route 132 in Ristigouche-
Partie-Sud-Est as traffic has
been alternating in this sector
for several weeks. This work
is valued between $5M and
$10M.  The Transports  Que-
bec will also complete phase
1 of the reconstruction of
Route 132 in the Pabos Mills
and Newport sectors.

Minister Marie-Eve Proulx surprised everyone
with new money for the railway.

Replacement of 4th range bridge after nine year closure

bridge will be longer than the
current one. The level of safety
will evidently be better. It will
be a completely new bridge.
The width of the bridge will be
limited to one lane, not as wide
as two standard lanes but wider
than one (standard) lane, likely
a bridge like the Third Range
one. Those limitations had
been approved by the munici-
pal council. The Ministry (of

Transports) has obtained the
authorizations of the CPTAQ
(Commission de protection du
territoire agricole du Québec,
the body in charge of agricul-
ture land protection). Five
owners were targeted to cede
portions of lots in order to
make room for the construc-
tion,” explains Mr. Cyr.

In a letter sent in May 2018
to the Town of New Rich-

NEW RICHMOND: – The re-
placement of New Richmond’s
Fourth Range bridge will take
place over two years, with
work starting in 2020 and con-
tinuing in 2021. The cost of the
project has not yet been deter-
mined but in Transports Que-
bec’s 2020 program announced
on February 25, it is in the $1
million to $5 million bracket.

The Fourth Range bridge
was officially closed on March
31, 2011, because it was no
longer considered safe. It left
the residents of the area short
in services, as school buses,
ambulances, the police and
firefighters, to name a few,
have to take significant detours
to reach some New Richmond
areas. It also represents a great
inconvenience for the resi-
dents, who have to take the
same detours just to see some
relatives and friends.

The Town of New Rich-
mond director general,
Stéphane Cyr, points out that
the municipality is still trying
to obtain all the details about
the project, especially regard-
ing the type of structure.

“What we know is that the

mond, Transports Québec
specified that it would build a
one lane bridge with a width
that will exceed the minimum
required, given the agricultural
uses in that sector.
The goal was to reduce the
number of beams, the magni-
tude of the work and ultimately
the cost.

“After all those years, we
are very happy. That file was
not an easy one,“ states
Stéphane Cyr.

The Town of New Rich-
mond has asked for additional
information from Quebec’s
Department of Transport and
will announce it as soon as it
comes in, he adds.

Trout Brook and Kilmore

Brook bridges to 

be replaced too

In the same announcement
regarding regional road work
that will be carried out over
this year and in 2021, Trans-
ports Québec also included on
its list of construction sites the
replacement of the Trout Brook
bridge in Cascapedia-Saint-
Jules. The former bridge was
completely wiped out by the
rise of  water at the end of April

2018 and replaced five weeks
later by a temporary structure
bought in Ontario.

Transports Québec men-
tions that preparation work will
be realized in 2020 and that
work will start in 2021. There
is no delivery date on the list.
The budgetary bracket speci-
fies an investment between $5
million and $10 million.

Another construction site of
interest in Cascapedia-Saint
Jules is the replacement of the
bridge over Kilmore Brook, lo-
cated along Patrickton Road. It
will be completed this year.
The cost will hover between $1
million and $2 million.

That bridge has regularly
caused floods in that area be-
cause of its low capacity to
allow for large volumes of
water to pass under it when
there is heavy rain and acceler-
ated snow thaw.

The Fourth Range bridge has been
closed since March 31, 2011.
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Police report

The preliminary hearing of  Steve Lévesque, 46, living in Mon-
treal, and of  Maxime Labrie, 29, residing in Rimouski, both al-
legedly involved in the murder of  Maxime Dugas-Lepage, will be
held at the Sainte-Anne-des-Monts courthouse on June 8, 9, and
10. Maxime Dugas-Lepage was first reported missing on January
22 and the Sûreté du Québec investigation revealed that he was
murdered even though his body has not yet been found.

Steve Lévesque and Maxime Labrie last appeared in court on
February 24 in Sainte-Anne-des-Monts. The room was packed to
such an extent that a television was installed outside the court-
room for the people who could not get it. Charged with non-pre-
meditated murder, Steve Lévesque and Maxime Labrie, accused
of  complicity after the murder, are originally from Sainte-Anne-
des-Monts. They are both remanded in custody until at least the
preliminary hearing.

Both men were arrested in Rimouski on the evening of  Janu-
ary 25. The Sûreté du Québec has not conducted additional
perquisition since that date but the investigation is still ongoing.
Their arrest followed a massive search operation in Sainte-Anne-
des-Monts on January 24 and 25. The police are still asking the
public to contact the investigators in order to share clues that
could make their work progress. Elements of  evidence found in
a Sainte-Anne-des-Monts house convinced the police that
Maxime Dugas-Lepage is dead even if  the body has not been lo-
cated.

-------
On February 21, the determination of  the trial date of  Samuel
Duguay, 25, of  Paspebiac who was accused of  sexual assault in
July 2019, was postponed once again. Defence attorney Richard
Lavigne asked for a delay in order to consult a new element of
evidence. Samuel Duguay will return to the tribunal on March 9
at the New Carlisle courthouse. The judge who will hear the case
has not yet been appointed. On July 2, Samuel Duguay allegedly
assaulted a woman along the beach in Bonaventure. He had pre-
viously followed her and left the scene when she started to yell.
He was arrested shortly after. He has a history of  sex-related
crimes.

Town of Bonaventure expects to land
multi-million dollar fish-farming project

$135,000 as well. We will in-

stall water and sewerage to

the location of the horse rac-

ing track,” he says about the

main municipal contribution

to the venture.

Various numbers have

been mentioned since the fall

regarding the magnitude of

the investment. When asked

about the possibility of an $8

million cash injection, Roch

Audet reacts by saying “way

more than that,” although he

is not ready to release the real

amount and the identity of the

investors.

The harness  racing track is

gradually being turned into an

industrial zone by the Town of

Bonaventure, which owns the

property. The house located

on the property bought by the

municipal administration will

likely be moved.

The municipality has in-

vested another amount of

$50,000 in order to carry out

a characterization study of the

property’s soil.

“The promoter is presently

preparing its implementation

plan and has reached the stage

of project approvals. (…) He

is also busy solving some pro-

duction details,” adds Mr.

Audet.

The fish farm would take

its water from the Bay of

Chaleurs. About 15 jobs

would be created by the proj-

ect once it is up and running.

If the project does not pan

out, the municipality will

make the racetrack property

available for other commer-

cial or industrial ventures. The

racetrack is located about one-

and-a-half kilometres east of

the church in Bonaventure.

BONAVENTURE: – The

Town of Bonaventure is

working on a salmon farm

project, a multi-million dollar

initiative spearheaded by a

group of investors that in-

cludes a Gaspesian and Nova

Scotia business people.

The municipal administra-

tion has already made a few

moves to facilitate the task of

the investors through the ac-

quisition of a property giving

access to the former horse rac-

ing track which is now inac-

tive.

Mayor Roch Audet ex-

plains that the acquisition cost

of the property, $237,000, will

be recuperated once the fish-

farming company buys the

property.

“We will sell it for

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE that due to retirement, Dr Peter Charles White,

formerly practicing at 130 Perron West, New Richmond,

Québec has definitively ceased the practice of dentistry

since February 24th, 2020.

Legal custody of all the files of patients having consulted

him during the last 5 years have been transferred to Drs

Karine Martin and Sebastien Brouillard practicing at: 103

North Cyr Street, New Richmond, Québec.

Take notice that patients can accept this transfer of their

file, take possession of the file or ask to transfer the file to

another professional by communicating with Dr Karine

Martin or Dr Sebastien Brouillard, Monday to Friday from

8-17h.

The files will be conserved for 5 years after October 1,

2018.

Gilles Gagné

The Town of Bonaventure is turning the former horse racing track into a commer-
cial and industrial zone. Photo: Google maps

Daycare: Chandler is also in need of  places
Nelson Sergerie
CHANDLER - Like many municipalities in the Gaspé, it’s Chandler's turn to ask for new childcare
places. The municipal council adopted a resolution to this effect on February 20.

According to the count made by municipal authorities, 201 children are waiting for a place in the
MRC of  Rocher-Percé, including a hundred in Chandler.

The lack of  places penalizes parents, according to the deputy mayor Bruno-Pierre Godbout.
“Many mothers have to take leave without pay to stay at home with their little ones. It is not en-

couraging new families to settle in the region," argues Mr. Godbout.
There are 96 places available in family settings, but there is a significant lack of  childcare providers.

"We must put pressure on the Ministry of  Families to create incentives or review the standards so
that people are interested in taking these permits." 

The regional minister, Marie-Eve Proulx, is aware of  the problem of  parents having no childcare
spots for their children.

During her visit to Gaspé on February 25, she emphasized that 11,000 places will soon be avail-
able across Quebec, some of  which are reserved for the Gaspé.

Despite Quebec’s desire to move forward quickly, a CPE project takes two years to materialize.
Ms. Proulx blames the former Liberal government. "We are trying to go with the existing places,

but we have to make up for the delay caused by the former government. It is unacceptable what has
been done. We lacked vision, we lacked planning and today, families are paying the price," concluded
the Minister.

To send a Letter to the editor
THEGASPESPEC.COM
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Commentary

Teck Resources gave up 
Frontier project for business 

reasons first and foremost make
up for bad decisions

The Alberta Premier Jason Kenney and Opposition
leader at the House of Commons Andrew Scheer are
harshly blaming Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Party govern-
ment for failing to establish a context favourable to the
development of the Frontier tar sands exploitation project
by Teck Resources, a $20.6B venture abandoned by the
company on February 23 for several reasons.

For them, the federal government “destroyed” the
North Alberta project and Mr. Trudeau’s “weak leader-
ship” and fear of confronting the left wing and the envi-
ronmentalists of his party forced the prime minister to
nullify the project.

Such statements by Mr. Kenney and Mr. Scheer are
misleading and intellectually dishonest. They can criticize
the abandonment of a project they liked but blaming that
on Justin Trudeau is ill-conceived.

Firstly, the Liberal Party government never expressed
a clear stand on the Frontier project. Secondly, that gov-
ernment was supposed to express that stand before the
end of February and no longer has to do it.

Let’s face it, the Trudeau government escaped a very
difficult decision process when Teck Resources an-
nounced that the project would not take off. Probably half
of the Liberal Party caucus was rooting for the abandon-
ment of the initiative, with the other half supporting it. The
realization of the Frontier project would have made
Canada miss its 2030 greenhouse gas emission reduc-
tion target for sure.

However, the president of Teck Resources, Don Lind-
say, presented arguments that can hardly be challenged
by the likes of Jason Kenney and Andrew Scheer.

The project would not have been profitable, and by
one heck of a margin. When the initiative was first pre-
sented publicly in 2011, the price of oil was about $100
American per barrel. It is now $50 per barrel. In order to
be profitable, the oil extracted from the tar sands must
be sold at $80 per barrel. It means that Teck Resources
was short by about 60% of the oil’s current price in order
to turn a profit. That is a huge gap, no matter the industry
at stake, especially considering the magnitude of Fron-
tier’s investment.

Moreover, Teck Resources had been looking for a
partner for years for its initiative and never found one.
That is tied to the project’s lack of profitability, not to the
political context.

Speaking of that political context though, in the letter
sent by the president of Teck, Don Lindsay, to Jonathan
Wilkinson, Canada’s Minister of the Environment, he
partly explained the reasons behind the company’s de-
cision. He didn’t blame any government in particular but
anyone able to read between the lines gathers that Mr.
Lindsay was not only referring to the Canadian govern-
ment. He was also targeting Jason Kenney.

Don Lindsay stressed that the world markets are

evolving fast and that investors are increasingly looking
for places that have adopted a well-defined regulatory
framework reconciling resource development and cli-
mate change control measures.

However, that well-defined regulatory framework
doesn’t exist in Canada, wrote Mr. Lindsay, who defines
himself as a partisan of a ceiling and even a reduction
applied to greenhouse gases. He is also in favour of a
carbon tax, a fact ignored by Jason Kenney and Andrew
Scheer, obsessed by their will to criticize Justin Trudeau
systematically and their hatred for that type of tax.

Don Lindsay consequently invites all the govern-
ments in Canada, federal and provincial, to reach an
agreement on a regulatory framework. It is exactly the
opposite of what is currently going on, with provinces like
Alberta and Saskatchewan fighting vehemently against
the carbon tax, other provinces rooting for it, and a fed-
eral government visibly unable to respect its greenhouse
effect gas reduction target.

So it is not the presence of rigorous, coherent and
fluctuation-less governmental plan that hampers the in-
dustry, but a lack thereof. The Conservative Party of
Canada and Alberta’s United Conservative Party seem
unable to understand that concept. The fight between the
federal government and some provinces over that reality
will unfortunately not end tomorrow.

Jason Kenney, Andrew Scheer and Justin Trudeau
are all failing on one clear issue. They are not ready to
admit publicly that the exploitation of tar sands is not a
promising venture. Unless a major technological devel-
opment is discovered and applied, the oil extracted from
those sands will be too costly to be profitable in the long
run and it pollutes too much.

In 2011, the Frontier project was supposed to create
7,000 jobs and bring in $70 billion to the governments
over 40 years. The oil price drop of the last decade cut
in half the potential government revenues. The word po-
tential is important here because a money-losing project
like Frontier’s can only make oil exploitation enthusiasts
dream about spinoffs now.

The number of investment funds, banks and venture
capital firms staying away from tar sands oil projects is
rising, even in Alberta. That tendency will stay, given the
context of the fight against climate change, the move to-
wards the decarbonization of the economy and the de-
valuation of oil and gas related assets, notably those
generating a lot of greenhouse gases.

The future of Alberta doesn’t rest on oil exploitation
but on the diversification of its economy. The problem is
that Jason Kenney and Andrew Scheer have not under-
stood that point or act as if they don’t understand.

Instead of preparing the economic transition, they are
fueling the resentment against Ottawa, for political op-
portunism and quite probably because they firmly believe
that oil and gas have a great future. 

Hydrocarbons have a certain future, as most people
still use them, but the good old days are behind us. At
one point over the next decade or so, their consumption
will start decreasing worldwide, and their prices will likely
remain low, as other types of energy, renewable ones,
are quickly gaining in efficiency and are leaving a much
cleaner environmental trace behind them.

The Frontier project is not the only oil-oriented initia-
tive to have been abandoned for business reasons over
the last three years. TransCanada let the Energy East
pipeline project go because it would not have been prof-
itable, even if the company blamed some authorities for
their lack of cooperation.

Kinder Morgan also abandoned the Trans Mountain
pipeline expansion initiative for profitability reasons.
Since the acquisition of the pipeline by the federal gov-

ernment, the cost of that expansion has risen from $7.4
billion to $12.6 billion. It will be almost impossible for Ot-
tawa to turn profits in those circumstances. The acquisi-
tion was strictly a political move and the Canadian
taxpayers will pick up the tab, instead of contributing to
the development of promising forms of energy.

Wet’suwet’en and The “Rule of Law”
As tensions rise across the country between First Na-

tions land protectors and the Canadian governments
over Coastal GasLink’s pipeline project, the term “rule of
law” keeps getting thrown around by the government and
the media. Does the Canadian government really have
the “law” on their side? It may appear so on the face of
it, however some historical court cases suggest other-
wise. 

Delgamuukw v. British Columbia 1997
The 1997 Delgamuukw Supreme Court decision is

an important legal case that demonstrates the authority
of the Wet'suwet'en hereditary chiefs over their traditional
territory. It acknowledged Aboriginal title and it set prece-
dent for future court cases. Key points of the Delga-
muukw decision:
● The Supreme Court of Canada observed that Aborig-

inal title constituted an ancestral right protected by
section 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982”.

● The court found that the provincial government had
no right to extinguish the Indigenous peoples’ rights
to their ancestral territories.

● It defined Aboriginal title as Indigenous peoples’ ex-
clusive right to the land, and affirmed that Aboriginal
title is recognized as an “existing Aboriginal right” in
section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 (Beaudoin,
2017).
This landmark case is an important one because it

defined the Aboriginal title and clarified the government's
duty to consult First Nations. In fact, other First Nations
have used this court decision to support their own cases
regarding Aboriginal title, including the Tsilqot’in in 2014. 

What is Aboriginal Title?
Aboriginal title is a collective right to the use of and

jurisdiction over a group’s ancestral territories. This right
is not granted from an external source but is a result of
Aboriginal peoples’ own occupation of and relationship
with their home territories as well as their ongoing social
structures and political and legal systems. As such, Abo-
riginal title and rights are separate from rights afforded
to non-Aboriginal Canadian citizens under Canadian
common law (Hanson, “Aboriginal Title”).

The Supreme Court of Canada affirms that the hered-
itary chiefs of the We’tsuwet’en have authority over their
traditional territories. Canada has the obligation to pro-
vide “Free, Prior and Informed Consent” to First Nations
and a failure to do so is a violation of “the rule of law.”
Furthermore, First Nations have the right to accept or re-
ject any projects that affect them and their territories (UN-
DRIP). 

A law is not lawful simply because it is enacted.
Canada has committed atrocities against First Nations
under the guise of the law. It chooses which laws to apply
and to whom, usually favoring the interests of corpora-
tions over people. The Wet’suwet’en are defending their
territory and have every right to do so. 

Also, what the government and media forget to men-
tion is that an alternative was proposed by the Wet’-
suwet’en to the oil company and the oil company
refused. The government fueled by the billions to be
made with private company interest and the promise of
jobs did their bidding and decided to steamroll over the
rights of the First Nations, just as they have and continue
to do. When First Nations stand up against the violation
of their rights, the tune “rule of law” and much more is
used to prepare the public and justify a physical con-
frontation displacing First Nations and their rights. They
have the power and money to accept an alternative and
protect the environment which is in the process of dying
in front of our eyes. 

It is the government and corporations that are the
cause of the pain being experienced in this country.
Canada continues to conduct themselves as colonizers
of First Nations lands, unjustly criminalizing First Nations
for defending their territories. So, who is not respecting
“the rule of law”? 

Amy Martin, a Gesgapegiag student at Concordia
University, submitted this write-up. The text presents
where the Gesgapegiag leadership stands on the issue.
Amy Martin is majoring in First Peoples studies and is
also pursuing a minor in Human rights
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Listuguj railway blockade still present 
the “good faith” move to clear

the tracks was a way to show

that “we can let trains pass,”

even if the intent was not to

materialize the same day.

When asked if the railway

would be blocked that night

and the following night (Febru-

ary 25 to the 26), Mr. Caplin

answered “certainly.”

Members of the Listuguj

Police Department spoke with

the protesters that afternoon.

By that time, the press had been

asked to keep a significant dis-

tance. For an hour, journalists

settled for a spot located about

100 metres from the railway

before being allowed to move

closer.

Listuguj Mi’gmaq Govern-

ment council member Chad

Gedeon assisted with commu-

nication between the press and

the demonstrators for a couple

of hours on February 25.

“My role is to make sure

that everything is done in a

peaceful way,” he told The

Gaspé SPEC. Mr. Gedeon

seemed under the impression

that the blockade would be

lifted in two days later.

However, the protesters reg-

ularly follow what is going on

elsewhere, including Kah-

nawake, Tyendinaga (Ontario),

Quebec City and in British Co-

lumbia. Although they did not

want to be quoted directly, it

was obvious they did not like

what they were hearing from

the federal and provincial gov-

ernments.

It became especially evident

when Canada’s Minister of

Transport Marc Garneau made

remarks about the Mohawks of

Tyendinaga, when Quebec Pre-

mier François Legault sus-

pected the Mohawks of

Kahnawake of possessing AK-

47 machine guns and when the

Quebec government was

granted with an injunction to

free the tracks in Listuguj.

“If Sûreté du Québec po-

licemen come here to enforce

that injunction, and although I

favour the dismantling of the

blockade, they (police officers)

will find me in front of them,”

said a Listuguj citizen who

want to remain anonymous. He

was not a protester.

The director general of the

Gaspésie Railway Society, Luc

Lévesque, is anxious to see the

protesters leave the location

along the tracks “because the

situation is scrapping years of

work done by a non-profit or-

ganization,” but at the same

time he favours a peaceful res-

olution of the crisis. “Our rail-

way will still pass here after the

crisis. We must keep a good re-

lationship.” 

Listuguj’s Gary Metallic,

hereditary chief of the Mi’g-

maqs’ Seventh district, called

Gespe’gewa’gi, which includes

LISTUGUJ: – The railway

blockade that started on Febru-

ary 10 by the Mi’gmaqs of Lis-

tuguj was still in effect on

February 28, its 19th day, as

talks were held in Smithers,

British Columbia, between the

Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs

and ministers of the Canadian

government, in an attempt to

reach an agreement on the

Coastal GasLink issue.

The Listuguj demonstrators

were still expecting the Royal

Canadian Mounted Police to

move out of the Wet’suwet’en

traditional land, as requested by

that British Columbia First Na-

tion’s hereditary chiefs, and a

satisfactory dialogue that

would satisfy the needs of

those chiefs, who have ex-

pressed for a decade opposition

to the Coastal GasLink pipeline

project.

On February 25, the Lis-

tuguj blockade demonstrators

showed signs of “good faith”

(the expression they used when

they removed from the tracks

some of the items they had put

there, mainly wood for their

fire). That happened at the be-

ginning of the afternoon. They

did not commit to let a train

pass later that day though, as

expected by the staff of the

Gaspésie Railway Society.

One of the protesters,

Austin Caplin, explained that

Gilles Gagné

Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government
unhappy with injunction

munity to resolve this issue.

The injunction was unneces-

sary and not conducive to-

wards reconciling this issue in

a peaceful manner. Further

concerns remain as the injunc-

tion was not served in accor-

dance with the protocols of the

Listuguj Police.”

The injunction mentioned

that five individuals had made

declarations before its is-

suance. They were representa-

tions of the Gaspésie Railway

Society, which operates the

freight trains on the line owned

by Transports Quebec, and

four of the society’s clients.

Temrex, LM Wind Power,

McInnis Cement and White

Birch Paper, which receives

Temrex woodchips.

The content of the repre-

sentatives’ declarations is not

mentioned specifically in the

injunction decision but one can

assume that the blockade is af-

fecting their operations.

“At this point in time,

peaceful protestors remain at

the rail line and their physical

safety remains a priority for the

LMG (Listuguj Mi’gmaq Gov-

ernment). Let it be known that

the LMG has no intention of

forcefully removing peaceful

protestors from the rail line.

We respect their right to peace-

fully protest and will continue

to ensure their physical safety,”

added Chief Gray.

He concluded his statement

by adding that “we have a col-

lective responsibility to protect

the land and our relations. The

LMG is open to facilitating

discussions towards a peaceful

resolution. We remain hopeful

that solutions can be reached

through respectful dialogue.”

The Gaspésie Railway So-

ciety, a municipal entity, laid

off 15 workers, effective Feb-

ruary 24 because it was losing

$15,000 a day in hauling rev-

enues since the start of the

blockade on February 10.

Some of the revenues are de-

layed, as it is the case for the

windmill blade train that was

supposed to leave on February

15. By the end of February, lost

revenues  totalled close to

$300,000.

LISTUGUJ – Silent since the

February 10 beginning of the

blockade along the railway, the

Listuguj Mi’gmaq Govern-

ment reacted strongly on Feb-

ruary 26 to the injunction

granted the previous day by the

Superior Court to the Pro-
cureure générale du Québec to

the effect of dismantling the

barricade installed on the

tracks, “at the start of Gospem

Road located within Listuguj

Lands,” wrote Chief Darcy

Gray.

The Procureure générale
du Québec, who is the minister

of Justice, acted on behalf of

Transports Québec, the owner

of the Matapedia to Gaspé line

affected by the blockade.

On the Listuguj Mi’gmaq

Government webpage and

facebook page, Chief Gray

stated that his government is

“disheartened” that the Pro-

cureure générale du Québec

“sought an injunction without

prior attempt to engage or

communicate with our com-

Family Ties

Putting Pen 
to Paper

Elizabeth Dupuis, 
Project Coordinator

For the past month, the Putting Pen to Paper project has

been taking place at New Carlisle High School on a weekly

basis. Wonderful local seniors have been volunteering to teach

cursive writing to students in Grades 3 to 6. These sessions

will continue until the end of March. As project coordinator,

I feel really encouraged by the reaction of the community

members who made the following comments on social media: 

“So glad they are showing the kids this.”

“Great work you are doing with the children. The children

must be happy about being able to write.” 

“A worthwhile project.”

The class teachers also confirm that the students look

forward to these weekly sessions and enjoy learning

handwriting skills with the seniors.

This month, weekly letter writing activities for all ages

will be taking place at Family Ties. Quality stationery

supplies will be provided as well as refreshments and a

friendly, social space for letter writing. 

The recipients of letters written through this project are

also delighted to be involved. One person reported, “There

is something heartwarming about receiving an envelope in

your mailbox (that is NOT a bill) and opening it, maybe

making a cup of tea and having a little ceremony for your-

self as you read the written words. There is really no substi-

tute for receiving a handwritten letter.” 

If you have examples of handwritten letters or greetings

cards from the past that show a moment in time that bring

back memories about people and places or that are precious

to you in some way, we would love to see them! 

Throughout the activities, photographs will be taken of the

participants and their work. These will be published in a book.

Each participant will receive a copy of that book at the end of

the project along with a stationery set. 

For more information or to register, please contact

Elizabeth Dupuis on 418-752-7265 or at 

edupuis-familyties@hotmail.com. More information 

about Putting Pen to Paper can be found 

on the Family Ties facebook page. 

Cursive writing workshop led by seniors

Putting Pen to Paper.
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Gilles Gagné

Rebecca Renouf
Posi�on: Animator
I love helping people grow!

Becky plans and animates different ac�vi�es at CASA,
including work with children ages 0­8 and their families, and
assis�ng with skills development for youth. Becky brings a 
lot of posi�ve energy to the CASA team and is always willing
to lend a helping hand! During her free �me she enjoys
spending �me with her family.  Her guilty pleasures are
ea�ng and watching movies by herself and grocery shopping!

"No disrespect, 
but..."

Cathy Brown
Posi�on: Execu�ve Director
I love the amazing group of people I work with, 
both in the office and throughout the province!

As Execu�ve Director, Cathy spends a significant amount of
�me outside of the office represen�ng the English­speaking
community of the coast. She a�ends mee�ngs and
conferences throughout the province to ensure that our
needs are heard and understood. Her strong ability to tell
the story of the community to decision makers has ensured
that the community benefits through improved access to
services and increased programming. In her rare free �me,
Cathy enjoys a good country concert with friends and Tim's
iced coffee!

......................

“Don't count your
chickens before

they hatch!”

......................

CASA EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!

alphonsebernard.ca
CARLETON�SUR�MER
418�364�7471
CPA

ALPHONSE BERNARD, FCPA, FCA
CLAUDE BERNARD, CPA, CA
HÉLÈNE LAGACÉ, BAA

ASSOCIATES

Integrity.Powered by

-BASSET
Different.Driven to be.

ASED 3PL 

955.com | 1-866-530-GYENERship

.comGYshipENERgaspe@
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Listuguj’s Viviane Gray receives Medal of First Peoples from Quebec’s

Lieutenant Governor for her remarkable contribution to Native art

LISTUGUJ: – Viviane Gray

who was born and raised in

Listuguj and is an anthropolo-

gist, art curator, teacher,

writer, consultant and mentor,

recently received the Medal of

First Peoples for the Mi’gmaq

Nation, presented by Quebec’s

Lieutenant Governor J.

Michel Doyon. 

The medal was awarded on

December 16 to one Inuit and

ten First Nations individuals

whose exceptional contribu-

tions spearheaded the influ-

ence of their communities

either provincially, nationally

and sometimes internationally.

The recipients’ contribu-

tion touched one or more

fields: social, cultural, com-

munity-oriented or economi-

cal. Politics is not a factor

considered for the medal can-

didates who are recognized for

their remarkable career and

the inspiration they represent,

especially for their community

members.

Viviane Gray’s work con-

tributed significantly to mak-

ing Native art better known

from coast to coast and inter-

nationally.

“I was truly honoured to be

included with recipients from

other First Nations of Quebec.

There is no other award or ho-

nour of this type from the

Queen’s representative in

Canada. This is a first and it is

very meaningful to get this

recognition in Quebec. I find

that this initiative by our Lieu-

tenant Governor, the Hon-

ourable J. Michel Doyon, is

admirable as it's an excellent

example of reconciliation - on

both our parts. There are so

many people in our Indige-

nous communities doing re-

markable work in their area of

expertise as teachers, doctors,

health and community profes-

sionals, the military, the arts,

and public service. In most

cases, we are invisible to the

Canadian public as we devote

our lives not only helping our

communities but being part of

Canadian society. The First

Peoples’ Medal by the Lieu-

tenant Governor of Quebec

will bring more understanding

about First Peoples in Quebec

and instill pride in our youth,”

she mentioned to SPEC.

Notes about 

Ms. Gray

Viviane Gray is a member

of the Listuguj Mi’gmaq First

Nations. She is the daughter of

the late Joseph Gray Sr., who

was Mi’gmaq, and the late

Alice Anna Dionne, a Wolas-

toqiyik, formerly called Male-

cite of Cacouna, Quebec. Ms.

Gray’s life experience is

largely based on her close-knit

family and the community of

Listuguj where she was raised.

She speaks Mi’gmaq, French

and English.

In 1965 she obtained a

diploma in Social Leadership

and Community Development

from the Coady International

Institute of St. Francis Xavier

University, Antigonish, and in

1973 a degree in Anthropol-

ogy and French from Carleton

University, Ottawa.  She also

studied at Université Laval in

Quebec City and at the Nova

Scotia College of Art and De-

sign in Halifax.

In the early 1970s, Viviane

Gray realized that First Na-

tions’ art was not included in

Canadian contemporary art

exhibitions and art galleries.

She worked as an independent

researcher and curator to ac-

quire skills and experience to

develop and promote First Na-

tions’ art to be on par with

contemporary Canadian art.

Her collaborative work with

Indigenous artists and groups

across Canada has been the

foundation for her life’s work.

Her varied work includes

consulting and project devel-

opment for the Listuguj Mi’g-

maq Government, director of

the National Indian Brother-

hood, founding director of the

Listuguj Arts and Cultural

Centre, sessional lecturer for

10 years on Contemporary

First Nations Art at University

of Ottawa, and coordinator of

the Aboriginal Arts Office at

the Canada Council for the

Arts.

She was also curator of

various national and interna-

tional art and ethnographic ex-

hibitions. She published as an

author various articles and es-

says and she was curator/di-

rector of the Indigenous Art

Collection and Art Centre at

the Department of Northern

and Indigenous Affairs

Canada for 21 years until her

retirement in 2010.

Importantly, Ms. Gray’s

work as associate curator of

the international exhibition

L’oeil Amérindien: Regard sur
l’Animal for the Musée de la
Civilisation, in Quebec City in

1990-91 was recognized as

the first exhibition that prop-

erly expressed First Nations’

perspectives.

Among her international proj-

ects, she was responsible for

the first Canadian Indigenous

contemporary art exhibition in

Russia. The Contemporary In-

dian and Inuit Art was shown

at the Ethnographic Museum

in St. Petersburg, Russia in

2003.

Viviane Gray is the recipi-

ent of the 2012 Queen Eliza-

beth II Diamond Jubilee

Medal and her biography has

been included in Canada’s

Who’s Who since 1989. She

enjoys her retirement with her

husband and family, and con-

tinues to promote Indigenous

visual art as consultant, writer

and mentor to Indigenous

youth.

She lives in Ottawa and

comes to Listuguj regularly.

Viviane Gray received her Medal of First Peoples
from Lieutenant Governor J. Michel Doyon.
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The Anchor coordinator, Christine Grenier,

is proud that all employees contribute

equally to the success of the Centre and

that of the students.

The Anchor, New Carlisle:

Secondary students enjoying a guitar lesson workshop

after school with Kevin Jones, a former student of NRHS.New Richmond High School

Contest is for current ESSB staff and students only!

Eastern Shores School Board is proud to feature a staff member
who contributes to the organization in a special way.  Today we
present to you Tammy Chatterton, Community Development
Agent.  Tammy works at two large schools, namely New Richmond
High School (NRHS) and New Carlisle High School (NCHS) and
goes over and above to make school life for students better.  She
is always looking for projects and grants to enrich the lives of the
students.   She devotes countless hours to ensure that students
are provided with various opportunities throughout the school
year.  Tammy also encourages school perseverance and determi-
nation and she herself rarely says no to any challenge sent her
way.  Thank you Tammy for all you do!

Staff  spotlight

SPDS took part in I Read Canadian Day, the national day of celebration of Canadian 

authors and books for young people.  On Wednesday, February 19, staff and students 
gathered in the gymnasium to read Canadian books.  

Shigawake Port Daniel School

During Perseverance Week, the pre-school students
made a personal pledge to their principal to “Never Give
Up,” as each student received a Perseverance pin.  We
look forward to watching these little ones grow up and
supporting them on their educational journey as they 

follow the path that is set out before them.

Shigawake Port Daniel School

The pre-kindergarten and kindergarten class

having a Christmas breakfast in collaboration

with the Breakfast Club of Canada program. 

New Richmond High School
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Reflections 

by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Will This Winter Ever End?
“Dear winter, I am breaking up with you.  I think it’s time I start seeing

other seasons.  Besides, summer is hotter than you.”

Perhaps your favourite thing about winter is when it’s over?  Even
those of  us who shiver at the thought of  the frigid Gaspesian
wind whipping around our heads, can see some beauty in winter.
The first snow, diamond snow, when the ice crystals reflect the
light, snow-covered trees and  the quiet after a raging snowstorm,
these can all be appreciated by those who do not adore winter,
but there is a fairly common malady that affects a great number
of  people in the darker and colder months.  The winter blues are
very real for many people. According to researchers about five
percent of  people have SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder) and
another 15% suffer from what is termed seasonal mood changes,
also known as the winter blues. Quite a significant percentage of
the population feels down in winter.

Studies back up the notion that this is a real condition and at-
tribute it to this time of  year when there is less natural sunlight.
The lack of  sunlight causes our body rhythms to get all confused
because of  the reduced sunlight.  This leads to a lack of  sero-
tonin, which we get from vitamin D.  Serotonin is known as the
feel-good brain chemical.  On top of  that, very cold and icy
weather means that we may not get outside as much.  This adds
to a feeling of  sadness.  Not getting out can also mean that we are
more isolated.  All of  this is not beneficial for our mental well-
being. 

Should we fight these feelings?  Can we fight these feelings?
Well, yes, we should because many find that their winter blues
cause them to sleep more, crave carbs and thereby gain weight.
This does not help improve our mood at all. So, if  you have SAD
or a case of  the winter blues, try these ideas to boost your outlook.
Of  course, if  you are feeling extremely down, perhaps depressed,
speak to a health care professional. 
1. Listen to music. Find the music that you love.  Turn up the
volume and dance around the room like nobody is watching.  Just
not at night with the curtains open. If  you have no neighbours
close by, do as you wish! Music can lift your mood.  
2. Get busy. Find things to do that take your mind off  the win-
ter blues feeling. You could find a new hobby, make a list of  books
you want to read, do a puzzle, knit, listen to a book on Audible.ca,
take a course, go to the gym, read Vesey’s seed catalogue or deep
clean your cupboards.  
3. Embrace winter. That’s right, get outside and find some-
thing you enjoy doing. Skiing and skating is too much for you?
Try snowshoeing.  Play outside with a child and build a snowman
or make snow angels. Have a snowball fight.  Build a snow castle.
Go for a walk on the beach. Now that is therapy. 
4. Try a light therapy lamp. These can be purchased online
and are lights that you use to restore your happy brain chemicals.
Plug it in and sit in front of  the lights each morning. We know that
there is a connection between sunlight and depression. This light
therapy lamps may be effective after about a week, in sessions of
30 minutes or so. Cost starts around $60.
5. Take vitamin D. People over 50, in particular, have lower lev-
els of  vitamin D which is said to be mood elevating.  Supplements
of  400 to 600 i.u. daily seems to be the suggested dosage but do
ask your doctor or pharmacist. On the days when the sun is shin-
ing, get outside and get your vitamin D the natural way as well.

One day this winter will be over. Prepare to complain about
the heat. 

Diane Skinner

Supermoon

In 2020 we will experience,

clear skies accommodating, 3

supermoons.  There will be three

full moon supermoons on March

9, April 8 and May 7.  Then

there will be three new moon su-

permoons on September 17, Oc-

tober 16 and November 15,

which will not be visible to us.

Mark your calendar because the

sight of a supermoon is at once

beautiful and eerie. A super-

moon is a full moon or a new

moon that approximately coin-

cides with the closest distance

that the Moon reaches to Earth

in its orbit, resulting in a slightly

larger-than-usual size as seen

from Earth.

A few quick definitions may

help us to understand what we

see in the skies. There are vari-

ous phases that the moon goes

through:

A full moon occurs when we

can see the entire lit portion of

the moon. 

A new moon is when the

moon cannot be seen because

we are looking at the unlit half

of the Moon. 

A “blue moon” is when in

one calendar month there are

two full moons, which happens

about once every three years.

This is where we get the saying

“once in a blue moon.’ 

Can you recall a grand-

mother cautioning you not to do

certain things on a full moon?

Don’t get your hair cut.  Don’t

go far from home.  Bad things

happen on a full moon. Well,

statistically, there just might be

some evidence for these fears.  Is

much of it imagined?  Do hu-

mans and animals behave differ-

ently on the night of a full

moon?  Scientists cannot explain

the variation in some events but

some believe it has something to

do with the quality of sleep,

however, others do firmly be-

lieve that a full moon affects the

birth rate, mental illness and be-

haviours, crime rate and animal

behaviour.  

Three theories which attempt

to explain these perceptions are

the tides, evolution and positive

ions. The tides affect large bod-

ies of water, such as the Bay of

Chaleur, so they must affect hu-

mans since our bodies are ap-

proximately 60% water.  Nurses

and police officers often tell us

that the full moon evenings are

more active.  

The second theory is evolu-

tionary. Primitive man had to

protect themselves more at the

full moon which would make

the night brighter from predators

such as lion attacks. This height-

ened awareness may be survival

instinct. Therefore, we are look-

ing for danger, aware of poten-

tial danger so we may see more

of it. 

Positive ions, electrically

charged atoms in the atmos-

phere, increase during a full

moon and this is thought to af-

fect human behaviour. These are

theories only, not proven.  The

beliefs about the full moon are

based purely on observation.

Here on the Gaspé we have

had some tidal surges paired

with high winds and super-

moons that have affected and

damaged the coastline in signif-

icant ways. These are real, not

theory.  On December 10, 2010,

and during or around other full

moons in 2011 to 2016 storm

surges caused damage here.

Some may recall most clearly

the effects of super high tides

here on the coast December

2016 and January 2017. The

town of Percé knows too well

about the damaging effects of

high tides. It demonstrates that

Mother Nature can be devastat-

ingly powerful and destructive. 

She is also full of spectacular

beauty and wonders.  Thank you

for the second part, Mother Na-

ture.  So, watch on those super-

moon dates and see if any

unusual events happen around

you. 

Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca

Obtain maximum TAX SAVINGS
by trusting your tax returns to

H & S TAX RETURN SERVICES

Services d’Impôts H & S
H & S Tax Return Services

For fast, accurate service at competitive rates, 
rely on over 35 years experience in tax preparation.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT
Call Donna Harrison or Louis Sexton at any

time in Cascapedia-St-Jules at (418) 759-5790.
Call the Spec office on Tuesdays at  (418) 752-5400

208-B Gérard D. Levesque, New Carlisle 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (front west entrance) 

Email taxes.serviceshs@gmail.com

We look 
forward to 

serving you!

We look 
forward to 

serving you!

the Gaspé Peninsula, was reg-

ularly asked by the protesters to

act as spokesperson for the

group and he collaborated.

As a pivotal stakeholder of

the 1998 logging crisis, Mr.

Metallic used his experience to

make the link between the pro-

testers and the other Mi’gmaq

hereditary chiefs.

“They (the protesters) have

the full support of the chiefs as

long as it remains peaceful,”

stated Gary Metallic to the

SPEC.

He remarks that Prime Min-

ister “Justin Trudeau lost the

opportunity to solve many

problems because he went to

the AFN (Assembly of First

Nations), however, the AFN

members are an arm of the In-

dian Act. They are not a Native

organization.”

Gary Metallic states that if

the governments had integrated

the hereditary chiefs in the talks

pertaining to the relevant Na-

tive issues, numerous problems

would have been avoided.

“The resources are ours too.

That’s why we are here today,”

he concludes.  

Cont'd from page 5
BLOCKADE:



MCWHIRTER: Lindsay
In loving memory of a loving husband, father and

grandfather, Lindsay, who passed away on March 2,
2016.
Losing a husband and father,
As special as you,
Has left our hearts aching,
It’s broken in two.
No words can describe, 

nnouncements...A

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

Classic 
Memorials

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REPS:

Albert Burton - New Richmond       418-391-6526

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle           418-752-6041

Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules         418-759-3270
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Card of Thanks, Birth Announcement, Prayer, Engagement, Birthday, Anniversary,  Memorial Service announcement:
$30  ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines.

In Memoriam: $30 ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines   -  $40 ($45 with picture) for more than 20 lines 
Obituary or Wedding: $40 ($45 with picture) (Max. 300 words)

SUBMISSIONS FOR THIS PAGE MUST BE IN OUR OFFICE
BY THURSDAY AT 4 P.M.

In  Memory

PHOTO 
QUALITY

When submitting a photo for this

page, please send in a digital photo

(.jpg) to  specs@globetrotter.net. 

You can also send your photo by mail

or drop it off at the office. 

It is essential that the photo is not a

copy printed at home

or by the funeral home.

It will not reproduce well.

Since 1846

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

IN BUSINESS FOR 35 YEARSProud to serve you!
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HEAD OFFICE:
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Bonaventure, QC G0C 1E0
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csc@petrolescpoirier.com

Chandler
125 Route Leblanc
Pabos, QC G0C 1K0
Tel: (418) 689-2595

Gaspé
216D Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé, QC G4X 2B3
Tel.: (418) 368-8777

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 418­752­5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 418­689­5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 418­759­5553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

All the grief and the pain.
We would give all we have,
Just to see you again.
But you’re with the angels,
And for now we can wait.
For we’ll meet again,
Beside heavens gate.
We think about you always.
We talk about you still.
You have never been forgotten,
And never will.

Forever remembered, sadly missed, never to be
forgotten. Love wife Viola, children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. xoxo.

DUMARESQ: Gail
We are sad within our memory.
Lonely are our hearts today,
For the one we loved so dearly
Has forever been called away.
We think of her in silence.
No eye may see us weep;
But many silent tears are shed
When others are asleep.

Love and miss you always, Ron and the family.

GUARANTEED QUALITY
Tel: 418-892-5312
Cell: 418-355-4799
pfmonuments@gmail.com
641 Forillon Blvd, Gaspé, Que.

WE ALSO REPLACE 
FOUNDATIONS, AND 
PROVIDE CLEANING 
AND REPAINTING.

A Division of MGI

Since 1846

MONUMENTS P. FOURNIER Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935 119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gaël Tremblay, notary

Serge Barriault, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Card of Thanks
The organizing committee of the pancake sup-
per that was held at St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church on Tuesday, February 25, would like to
thank everyone who donated, worked and at-
tended their supper.  It was a great success.



Needlepoint: Tapestry with
animator Noellie Doiron. Cost
$35.
April 4, 11, & 18: Stained
glass: House of glass with an-
imator Mario Boulianne. Cost
$35.
To register please contact her-
itagenc@globetrotter.net,
telephone 418-752-1334 or
facebook.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
St. Patrick’s Supper

March 15: The Mutual Aid
Committee of Cascapedia-St-
Jules is pleased to announce
our Annual St. Patrick’s Sup-
per to be held at the Commu-
nity Centre from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. $13 per adult and $6
children under 12. Welcome
to all.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Fifty Plus

Every Tuesday: Grocery
Bingo at 7 p.m. 
Every Thursday: Dame de
Piques beginning at 1 p.m.
March 13/April 17: Jam
session open to all musicians
and spectators. Doors open at
7 p.m. with entertainment be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. Welcome
to all.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

Every Wednesday: The
book room is open from 1 to 4
p.m.  For more information,
call Kathleen at 418-392-
4896.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 
Royal Canadian Legion 

Br. 172
The Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 172, meets monthly
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baby), stretching and foam
roller with Isabelle
Provencher, $70/session,
$8/drop-ins. Sessions to
March 25.

DOUGLASTOWN:
St. Patrick’s

Activities
March 14: St. Patrick’s Parish
will be holding the following
activities: 4 p.m. Mass; 5 p.m.
Supper. On the menu: choice
of pork loin or Irish stew.
Adults $12, children under 12
$5. Everyone welcome.

BARACHOIS:
Legion Branch 261

Every Monday: The Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 261,
will be having a money bingo
at 7 p.m. at the Legion. 18+
only.
Every Thursday: Cards and
games from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Free. For more information,
contact Lloyd Roussel at 418-
645-3700 or 418-645-2786.

PORT DANIEL: 
Three Star

Golden Age Club
Every Wednesday: Pé-
tanque from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Cost $3. Come and
join the fun and learn a new
game!
Sundays: Line dancing from
7-8 p.m. Cost $8. Everyone
welcome.
March 9: Bingo at 7 p.m.  1
series $10 or 3 series $20.
Canteen available. Must be
18+ to play 
March 14: St. Patrick's Day
Potluck Supper at 5 p.m.
Members and their guests. En-
tertainment to follow, BYOB.
March 22: Breakfast/Brunch
$10 adult, $5 children under
10 yrs, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

PORT DANIEL: 
St. James

Anglican Church
March 30: Gift bingo at the
Three Star Golden Age Club
beginning at 7 p.m. All are
welcome.

SHIGAWAKE:
Shigawake

Community Centre
March 7: Ski-doo rally and
supper. Registration from 1
p.m. to 2 p.m. Rally $12 and
rally with supper $20.
April 11: Breakfast for all
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10
adults, free Easter Bunny and

breakfast for children under
12.
April 13: Gift bingo begin-
ning at 7 p.m. All welcome. 

HOPE TOWN:
Hope Baptist Church

Hope Baptist Church wel-
comes you. Sunday School for
all ages at 9:45 a.m. and Cor-
porate Worship at 11 a.m. on
Sundays.  Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study  at 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays.  Young Peoples
for grades 7-11 at 7 p.m. on
Fridays. 305 Route 132 West,
Hope Town, 418-752-5838.

HOPE TOWN:
Community Centre

Every Thursday: Weekly
crib tournament beginning
February 6: at 7 p.m. For
more information, contact
Linda at 418-751-4398. 
March 14: Military Whist be-
ginning at 8 p.m.

NEW CARLISLE:
Bible Chapel Services

Sunday: Breaking of Bread
for Believers - 9:30 a.m.;
Night service - 7 p.m.;
Wednesday: Bible Study and
Prayer - 7:30 p.m.  All are
welcome.

NEW CARLISLE:
LLB Curling Bonspiel

Anyone wishing to participate
in the LLB Curling Bonspiel on
March 13, 14 and 15,
please call Dave Douesnard to
register your team at 418-
752-6645.

NEW CARLISLE:
Royal Canadian Legion

Upcoming Events
First Tuesday of every
month: General Meeting at 7
p.m.
March 7: Crib afternoon
tournament beginning at 1
p.m. To register call Norma at
418-752-6214. $10 each.
March 29: Brunch held at St.
Andrew’s Anglican Church in
New Carlisle from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. $10 per adult and $5 per
child under 12.
April 18: Crib afternoon tour-
nament beginning at 1 p.m.
Bring a partner. $10 per per-
son. To register call Norma at
418-752-6214.

NEW CARLISLE: 
Heritage New Carlisle
Upcoming Workshops

March 14, 21, and 28:

LAND FOR SALE: Com-
pletely serviced lot in New
Carlisle, Quebec, located on
Church Street, south of Route
132. Lot number 6041558.
Asking $28,000. For more in-
formation, please contact
Richard at 905-299-3695.
URGENTLY NEEDED: Volun-
teers to deliver Meals-on-
Wheels in the New Carlisle
area.  If you are interested,
please call Rita at 418-752-
5577, ext. 3.

GASPE:
Bake Sale

The Gaspé County WI will be
having a bake sale on Satur-
day, March 14, from 10 a.m.
to noon at the Carrefour in
Gaspé.  There will also be raf-
fle tickets on a basket of Irish
cheer.

YORK:
York River Seniors

March 14: St. Patrick’s sup-
per and dance at the York
River Community Hall. Cock-
tails at 5 p.m. with supper at 6
p.m. BYOB. Irish coffee will be
available.  Cost is $15 mem-
bers and $20 nonmembers.
Tickets must be purchased in
advance. Deadline is March 6.
For tickets contact Elaine Coull
418-368-3935, Ron Eden 418-
361-5270, Tony Patterson
418-368-3276 or Alfred Cas-
sidy 418-368-2011.

DOUGLASTOWN:
Community Centre

Tuesdays: Zumba with
Nathalie Dumaresq from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. Sessions: $70 -
adults and $40 - children.
Drop-ins: $10 - adults and $6
- children. Sessions to March
10.
Wednesdays: Workout class
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. (with

CLASSIFIEDS

COAST ROUND-UP COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

every third Saturday at the
Legion located at 55 Gallagher
St.

GESGAPEGIAG:
Important Meeting

This is to inform the commu-
nity members of Gesgapegiag
and the surrounding area that
Gesgapegiag Healing Lodge
(NNADAP) hosts AA meetings
and is open to everyone.  If
you are interested in a
lifestyle free of alcohol and
substance abuse and have the
desire to change, you are in-
vited to attend meetings every
Monday at 7 p.m.

GESGAPEGIAG:
N.A. Meetings

N.A. Meetings held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Mawiomi Treatment Centre lo-
cated at 85 School Street in
Gesgapegiag.  Everyone wel-
come!  For more information,
call 418-759-3522.

Rotary Calendar Winners
The $25 winners for the week
of  February 16 are: Gilberte
Langlais, Lucien Lepage, Paul
Imhoff, Marcel Diotte, Ken
Budd, Gilles Dugas and Julian
Leblanc.  The $25 winners for
the week of February 12 are
John Homoroczky, Joan Man-
ning, Elmina Welge, Jason
Boudreau, Sylvain Leblanc,
Donald Boudreau and $100
winner is Marjolaine Leblanc-
Roberge.

COAST ROUND-UP

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, March 8

10:30 p.m.  Hope Town

ANGLICAN
CHURCH

OF CANADA
Sunday, March 8

New Carlisle
10 a.m. Morning Prayer

Hope Town
10 a.m. Morning Prayer

Port Daniel
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

PARISH OF GASPÉ
Sunday, March 8
St. Paul’s - Gaspé

9:30 a.m. Lent 2

Since 1846

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

REMEMBER:
NOT EVERYONE IS

ON FACEBOOK!

FOR ONLY $5 PER
WEEK OR $60 A
YEAR, YOU CAN 

ADVERTISE YOUR
EVENT ON THIS

PAGE.  
IF YOU WANT 
PEOPLE TO 

ATTEND YOUR
FUNCTION, THEY
HAVE TO KNOW

ABOUT IT
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you are spending a lot of time lav-

ishing attention on others at your ex-

pense. Find a healthy balance. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, your social and business

calendar is full for the next several

weeks. Even though you enjoy

being busy, you may need a break

to avoid burnout.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

It will be another fortuitous week for

your finances, Leo. All of your finan-

cial ducks are in a row, and you can

take some time off from micro-

managing your accounts.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, you may want to show others

a new side of you over the course of

the next few days. You’re often con-

servative, but you might want to let

loose a little bit and be adventurous.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23

You may receive a few offers this

week that seem too good to be true,

Libra. Trust your instincts as you nav-

igate through all of these opportuni-

ties to find the best options.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, over the course of the next

few days you’ll get an idea of how

many people rely on you. When you

are out of commission, things may

come to a halt. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21

People are drawn to your warmth and

good nature, Sagittarius. That is why

you are never short on friends or left

with nothing to do. This week is no dif-

ferent.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20

Changes that you have been hop-

ing will occur will finally see the light

of day, Capricorn. The effects will

be subtle at first and then build as

they go.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, now is your opportunity

to take care of yourself. You have

been freed of some responsibilities

and are able to focus on small

changes that can add up to some-

thing big.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, when things get a tad

stressful this week, remember that

physical activity can calm you

down. Take a walk or hit the gym.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20

Hobbies can be a great distraction

from your responsibilities, Aries. This

week you need to get back to busi-

ness, or you may fall behind.  

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, change is in the air and you

are excited about all the new

prospects that lie ahead. The most

difficult decisions will be centred on

what you’re going to do.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21

Nurturing is a part of your nature,

Gemini. This week you may discover

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

MARCH 1 

Kesha, Singer (33)

MARCH 2

Chris Martin, Singer (43)

MARCH 3

Camila Cabello, Singer (23)

MARCH 4

Draymond Green, Athlete (30)

MARCH 5

Taylor Hill, Model (24)

MARCH 6

Connie Britton, Actress (53)

MARCH 7

Bryan Cranston, Actor (64)

On the lighter side...
Answer:

an item

used to

remove

your

shoes or

boots.

Thank you 
to Gaetan 
Garnier for
submitting
this item.

What’s This Artifact?

Diane Skinner

Gaspesian Notables: Margaret Grant MacWhirter

a time when travel was more difficult.  She had no tech-

nology to assist her in any way. All notes would have

been handwritten and then corrected. There were no

cell phones and no computers, but she could have used

a typewriter since they became available by the 1880s.

Treasure Trove in Gaspé and the Baie-des-Chaleurs
is available to read online or you can download the

book as a PDF for a cost of $12.70. This is an extensive

book of 310 pages. There are some paperback and

hardcover copies available online for between $25 and

$45.

Margaret MacWhirter, a gifted writer, passed away

on February 11, 1940, at the age of 77.   At the time of

her passing it was said that she was rewriting Treasure
Trove of the Gaspé, however, the manuscript was

passed on to the family but over the years was lost. She

is buried in New Richmond beside her husband who

passed away in 1941.

From the introduction to Treasure Trove in Gaspé
and the Baie-des-Chaleurs: 

“Here dwell today the descendants of the brave pi-

oneers — of Scotch, Irish, English and French parent-

age. They are true to the lessons learned from those

gone before ready to extend a helping hand to one an-

other in distress, kind and generous to the stranger

within the gate, with a bright outlook upon life and fac-

ing its vicissitudes with undaunted spirit. To these peo-

ple, by whose willingness to aid I have been able to

prepare this volume, I commend it, trusting that they

will pardon its shortcomings, and accept kindly my at-

tempt to preserve the simple tale of the early days in

the Gaspé Peninsula and northern New Brunswick.”

As it is just around Women’s Day 2020 (March

8), it is fitting that this week’s profile of a Gaspesian

Notable is a woman!  Thus far profiles of female no-

tables have included Hazel McCallion and La

Bolduc.  It seems that the Gaspé has a good share of

strong and accomplished women. Is the Gaspé a ma-

triarchal society? Perhaps it could be a good topic for

a future article.

Margaret was born in Dalhousie, New Brunswick

in 1862.  As a young woman she worked as a teacher

and in 1898 she wed Willie MacWhirter.  Margaret

had four children; Angus Grant Kirkhill MacWhirter;

George Alexander Campbell MacWhirter; Janet

MacNeil MacWhirter and Sarah Margaret

MacWhirter. 

She worked as the editor for a page in the Cam-

bellton Graphic newspaper which was published

from 1909 until 1983. The page she wrote was called

the “Gaspesia” page.  Margaret was definitely a per-

son who was devoted to her writing because her role

as wife, mother, and teacher would likely have had

to come first. 

Her articles included not only events on the Coast,

but also traditions and history of the Gaspé. Mar-

garet’s writing gained a lot of positive notice and her

work was republished in numerous Quebec newspa-

pers at the time. She later became a member of the

Canadian Press Club.

Margaret MacWhirter, then went on to write the

book Treasure Trove in Gaspé and the Baie-des-
Chaleurs. Her book was published in 1919. In order

to write her book, she had to travel to many places

on the Gaspé conducting interviews and gathering

material for her book. This was not an easy task be-

cause all information had to be gathered in person at

Teachers’ Guide
Comprehension:

1. Why is this an appropriate week to feature a fe-

male Gaspesian notable?

2. When and where was Margaret Grant

MacWhirter born?  How did she come to live in

New Richmond, Q.C.? 

3. Tell about her two major writing accomplish-

ments.

4. Why is Margaret Grant MacWhirter a Gaspesian

notable?

Vocabulary:

Define: matriarchal, manuscript, vicissitudes, un-

daunted

Extra: What challenges would Margaret Grant

MacWhirter have faced in writing her book?  

Language changes: The excerpt, above, from Mar-

garet’s book was written  about 100 years ago.

Rewrite the paragraph in modern language. 

“We don’t get there by wishing for it or
hoping for it, but by working for it”

Margaret Grant MacWhirter was a hardworking
and gifted writer whose book Treasure Trove in
Gaspé and Baie-des-Chaleurs is still read and

cherished by many Gaspesians.
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Andy Patterson

Celebrating Wakeham-York’s 50th annual winter carnival

In the summer of 1971, a

group of volunteers from

Wakeham and York formed a

committee and with only

$5,000 in hand they undertook

the construction of the York

Rink. They leased

some property, ran a

water line from a

nearby brook,

purchased the

plywood for the

rink and salvaged

lumber from a lumber

camp abandoned by

Gaspesia Pulp and Paper. A

three-room rink house was

constructed and oil drums

were used to make three wood

stoves for heating.

Much has changed over the

past 50 years, as multiple gov-

ernment funded projects and

financial assistance from the

Town of Gaspé have com-

bined to modernize our com-

munity centre. The town

purchased the land and con-

structed the new rink house.

Recently, the addition of

the York River

C o m -

munity Hall

and a play-

ground have greatly added to

the facility, which serves not

only Wakeham and York, but

also the entire Gaspé area. 

To celebrate our

fiftieth season of

continuous opera-

tion, plans were

made to hold a spe-

cial ten-day event to

commemorate the

anniversary. 

The 50th annual

Wakeham York Car-

nival began on

Thursday, Feb. 13,

with a spaghetti

supper hosted by

the students of the

Gaspé Polyvalent.

Over 125 people

enjoyed the supper,

with proceeds used

to support the grad-

uating class. The

Teen Valentines Dance on Fri-

day night drew about twenty-

five youngsters who

thoroughly enjoyed the

evening. There was a hockey

skills competition on Saturday

afternoon, with Kevin Patter-

son winning the speed skating

and his daughter, Hannah,

winner of the backwards

skating. 

The official opening was

on Saturday evening with a

wine and cheese followed by

fireworks and a bonfire.

Sunday was Family Day

with snowshoeing, the mas-

querade, the ever-popular

ice bowling, and several

contests including tea boil-

ing, nail driving and a tug

of war. The fastest to boil

a cup of tea was Drapper

Clark, and the fastest to

drive a nail was Mike

Fournier.

The Micmac Nation

of Gespeg put on a cultural

display for the elementary

school on Tuesday morn-

ing, and some classes re-

turned on Wednesday for an

activity day. Also during the

week there were three

evenings of cards, with Tuck

on Tuesday, Texas Holdem’

on Thursday and the monthly

senior’s whist game on Fri-

day night. The winning team

for Tuck was Virginia and

Ricky Sinnett, and Drapper

and Terry Simpson shared the

winnings in Texas Holdem.

The final Saturday began

with breakfast, where one

114 people were served. Next

began the annual poker run

with over 65 snowmobiles

heading off for a very enjoy-

able day of sledding. The

weather was very coopera-

tive, with temperatures

above freezing and a clear

blue sky. Over 200 poker

hands were sold and Lorne

Jean won the grand prize

with a full house of queens.

The day finished with a dance

featuring Nash Stanley, and

festivities continued late into

the night.

The carnival closed with

one of the most popular events

on Sunday, the annual

BINGO, and over one hundred

people competed for the

prizes. Tony Patterson of

Sunny Bank won the 50/50

raffle to close the week of ac-

tivities.

Winner of the Tea Boiling contest in front of his raging fire.

Ice Bowling, one of the
favourite events for our seniors

Revving up for the Poker Run

Gespeg leaders lighting the “Sacred Fire”

Wakeham-York Carnival 2020

Thanks to our Sponsors:

Assurance Leboutillier

Assurances Clovis Morris

Atelier Debosselage 

Auto FD

Bijouterie Dery

BLACS5

(Blaine McGregor)

Bois et Materiaux KEGA

Caisse Desjardins de la     

Pointe de la Gaspesie

CarQuest

Casse Croute Joanne

Centre de Securite Marine

Chaussures Pop Shoes

Clinque Fannie Boulanger

Couche Tard

Dean Jacques

Depanneur du Versant

Dixie Lee

Excavation Robertson    

Touzel

Garage Harry Stanley

Gaspe Fire Department

Gaspe Honda

Gaspe Machine Works

Gaspe Toyota

Gilles Jalbert

GoGaspe.com

Home Hardware Egide 

Dupuis

IGA Marché Alimentation

Ivan & Garry McKoy

Jean Coutu

Knights of Columbus

La Cambuse Salon de 

Barbier

Les Breuvages Gaspe

Les Creations Marie Gaudet

Les Equipment Motorisés

Les Excavation Dubé 

Cassivi

LM Wind Power

Location Gaspe

Marché Aux Saveurs

Mario Sheehan

Mastro Pizzeria

Mauger Ford

McDonalds

Napa Mike Vielleux

O'Dwyer Distillerie

Old Dutch Chips, Roger

Roberts

PAC Pelouse Gaspe Enr.

Paradis des Chiens

Paré Metal Works

Photo Cassidy

Poissonerie le P'tit Bateau

Provigo

Renovation Anthony 

Patterson

Restaurant Adams

Restaurant Chez Ron

Resto Place Jacques Cartier

Rona Hardware

Roy Nissan

Rush Motosport

Services KCM 

(Michael Cyr)

Shell (Centre 

D’Alignment)

Simpson Chevrolet

Societe de Gestion 

des Riviere

Sports Experts

Station Service 198

TD Canada Trust

Thoney Fournier

Transport Fournier

Uniprix Restaurant Adams

Ville de Gaspé
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