
tower built by Joan Dow’s

brother, Euby Bisson.

Many visitors to the little

church on Campbell Road

liked its modern style, with a

cathedral ceiling of natural

wood and a very simple cross

and altar. During the 1970s

and early 1980s the church,

which can seat about 60, was

often full as many employees

of the local pulp mill from

New Carlisle, Hopetown and

other localities joined the

ranks. 

In 1975, the Duncan fam-

ily arrived in the area from

Murdochville, and Shirley,

Tom and their son Ian have

been faithful church support-

ers since that time. “It’s sad,

but selling is our only op-

tion,” Mrs. Duncan said, “We

After more than 50 years

serving the New Richmond

area, the St. Mary Magda-

lene Anglican Church

building and land will be

sold this summer. The clo-

sure has come as a hard

blow to the few parish-

ioners who remain.

“It’s a very painful loss

to me,” Joan Bisson Dow

told SPEC. She had been

instrumental in establish-

ing the Anglican commu-

nity in New Richmond,

and has served as Minis-

ter’s Warden for many

years. “We have held a lot

of family events in this

building: baptisms, confir-

mations, weddings, funer-

als. The last baptism held

here involved my youngest

two great-grandchildren.”

The first service of the

New Richmond congrega-

tion was held in January,

1956, officiated by the

Reverend Thomas S.

Knox. At that time the

small congregation was a

mission of St. James the

Apostle, Port Daniel.

For a decade, the Bis-

son and Dow families who

had moved to New Rich-

mond from Port Daniel had

been meeting in local

homes and businesses. In

the early 1960s, employees

of the new Bathurst Con-

solidated Linerboard Mill

joined them, and it was one

of these people, Ted Ca-

denhead, who supervised

the construction.  

The present building

was built throughout the

summer of 1966 by Luke

Geraghty. On December

18, 1966, the first service

was held, with 56 in atten-

dance. It was dedicated by

Bishop Russell Brown on

June 7, 1967.

Throughout the years

parishioners lavished lov-

ing attention on the church,

helping to paint and reno-

vate, and providing many

beautiful touches such as

the stone wall and bell

St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church to be sold
Cynthia Dow

Joan Dow, Shirley Duncan and Father Joshua Paetkau on the steps of St. Mary Magdalene
Anglican Church on Campbell Road in New Richmond.

Photo: C. Dow

are much too small a group to

raise funds through events

and activities. The money we

raise by selling the church

and land will help the entire

parish.”

Mrs. Duncan has been a

very active parishioner and

has joyful memories of

Christmas pageants and Sun-

day School sessions. She

and Mrs. Dow looked over

photographs of some of the

highlights at a recent meet-

ing at the church when CBC

reporter Julia Page came to

visit.

For several years now

there have been only four

regular members of the

congregation, with the re-

sult that the financial costs

can no longer be covered.

In early June the wardens met

with Father Joshua Paetkau

to pass a motion to sell the

land and building. The pro-

ceeds will be set up in a

trust with the Anglican

Diocese of Quebec to con-

tinue to support the

Parishes of New Carlisle

and Chaleur Bay. 

Being new to ministry,

this is the first time Father

Paetkau has had to serve a

church community as they

lose their building. “I am

still processing what it

means to me personally

and to the congregation,”

Father Paetkau told SPEC,

“There is a pretty deep sad-

ness to it. But we will con-

tinue to meet elsewhere.

The Paspebiac congrega-

tion continued to be ac-

tively involved in ministry

in the area long after their

church building was sold.

The congregation here is

selling its building in order

to support the broader

church, but will continue to

exist as a worship commu-

nity, just not within these

four walls.”

There is no date set yet

for a de-consecration serv-

ice. While such a service is

usually presided over by

the Bishop or Vicar Gen-

eral, due to the COVID

pandemic, Father Paetkau

will do the honours. 

(Full disclosure: Cynthia
Dow has served as Treas-
urer for St. Mary Magda-
lene’s for several years)
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List of Ministers who have 
served at St. Mary Magdalene:

T.S. Knox 1955-58   
W.N. Porter 1958-1963

Percy Graham 1963-1970
John Neal, January - June 1971
Keith Perry-Gore 1971-1974

W. H. Ferris 1974-1977
Malcolm Alflatt 1977-1981
W. T. Blizzard 1981-1984
A.K.  Jungers 1984-1987

Blair Ross 1987-1990
Allen Cook 1991-1996

Paul Lampman 1996-2003
Allen Cook 2003 - 2004

Randy Murray 2004 - 2013
Nick Forte 2015- 2017

Joshua Paetkau 2018 to present
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Let’s keep at it. 
Let’s continue to protect ourselves.

Québec.ca/mask

 1 877 644-4545

Wearing a mask 
is mandatory 

aboard all 
public transit.

bus 
metro 
train 
ferry 
taxi 

carpooling
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VIA Rail may reinstate Ocean service in November
Partial service ruled out between now and then

NEW RICHMOND – VIA Rail
plans to resume operations be-
tween Montreal and Halifax
with its Ocean train in Novem-
ber, at a date that has not yet
been determined. The possibil-
ity of offering a service on a
partial section of the Montreal-
Nova Scotia stretch is not in
VIA Rail’s plans.

The Ocean train service was
suspended indefinitely in mid-
March because of the measures
adopted to limit the spread of
COVID-19.

Since then, VIA Rail has re-
instated many routes with a re-
duced frequency, mostly day
trains linking destinations situ-
ated in the Quebec City to
Windsor corridor, but not ex-
clusively there.

Except for the Winnipeg to
Churchill train, considered an
essential service because there
is no road linking most loca-
tions, all the long-distance
trains were suspended, and are
gradually being brought back. It
is the case for the Montreal-
Senneterre, Montreal-Jon-
quière, Sudbury-White River
and the Jasper-Prince Rupert
service over its whole length.

Could VIA Rail resume op-
erations on the Ocean train be-
tween Montreal and Matapedia,
for example, to serve its Quebec
clientele, given the absence of
the Orleans Express bus service
and recent Air Canada cuts?

“Except for the Winnipeg to
Churchill train, there is no lug-
gage, no food and no sleeper

services onboard,” explains
Karl-Philip Marchand-Giguère,
spokesperson for VIA Rail. In
other words, servicing a long
route like Montreal to Matape-
dia is currently ruled out.

The COVID-19 service halt
also allowed VIA Rail to pro-
ceed with a thorough inspection
of all its rolling stock, a rare oc-
currence for the transporter.

“That inspection allowed us
to find a problem with some of
our stainless steel cars, a crack
that must be repaired. In fact, it
is currently under repair at a
speed that we could never have
reached had all the passenger
cars been in service. We were in
a position to accelerate the
process,” says Mr. Marchand-
Giguère.

Why is VIA Rail only com-
ing back in November? “It is
difficult to predict the resump-
tion of traffic over the long-dis-
tance links because we have to
offer all the services like those
on the Canadian and Ocean
trains. In the kitchen of the din-
ing car, for instance, we have to
figure out how it is possible to
keep a two-metre distance be-
tween two cooks working to-
gether in a limited space,” he
explains.

Since the first stages of the
pandemic, the Maritime public
health authorities have pre-
vented people from the rest of
Canada from going to New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island, barring a
few exceptions. It is far from
certain that they would open
their borders again in Novem-

ber to the people of other
provinces, or allow their own
citizens to easily return if they
leave the Maritimes.

“We always respect the de-
cisions of the provincial health
authorities,” specifies Karl-
Philip Marchand-Giguère. So,
VIA Rail will not reinstate the
Ocean train in November if
New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tia are blocking their borders to
people from outside then.

Would VIA Rail be willing
in those conditions to resume
some services on the Quebec
part of the Ocean course in the
context of the Maritimes still
blocking their border to passen-
ger trains? “I don’t know,”
replies Mr. Marchand-Giguère.

Halifax loop 

problem resolved

Meanwhile, VIA Rail re-
solved the problem created at
the beginning of 2020 when the
Port of Halifax informed the
passenger transporter that the
loop used at the Halterm con-
tainer terminal to reverse the
Ocean train would no longer be
available this coming Novem-
ber.

That particularity had many
commuter transport observers
worried about the future of the
Montreal-Halifax train.

“In order to address this
issue, VIA Rail is pleased to an-
nounce an operational plan that
will allow to continue operating
the Ocean without access to the
Halterm rail loop. VIA Rail will
be using a new hybrid com-

posed of different types (of)
cars, and with two locomotives
equipped with features allowing
for back to back operations,
thus negating the need to turn
the trains in Halifax. The se-
lected coach cars are equipped
with seats that can be turned in
order to be aligned with the di-
rection of travel and ensure op-
timal comfort for passengers,”
the transporter recently com-
municated in a press release.

As VIA Rail continues its
recently announced accelerated
inspection program, the exact
configuration will be finalized
by late summer 2020. Also once
finalized, the product offering
and service delivery require-
ments will be adjusted accord-
ingly, also mentions the
document.

Temporary layoffs

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to impact the
travel industry globally, VIA
Rail announced on July 8 “the
difficult decision to temporarily
lay off approximately 1,000
unionized employees,” the
transporter specified in another
press release.

While VIA Rail has ob-
served recent positive develop-
ments in service resumption,
many routes are still inter-
rupted. This has therefore led
VIA Rail to reconsider its ap-
proach in order to further adjust
to the increasing financial im-
pacts this crisis has had on the
company, also mentions the
press release.

“The current year has been
filled with unprecedented chal-
lenges: first with the blockades
in February and now with the
ongoing pandemic. We have
made every effort to protect our
employees to the best of our
abilities against the impacts of
the service reductions,” de-
clared Cynthia Garneau, VIA
Rail’s president and chief exec-
utive officer.

“Unfortunately, as we don’t
anticipate ridership to be back
to pre-COVID-19 levels in the
foreseeable future, we have had
to make difficult decisions to
deal with the situation as we
gain a better understanding of
the impact of the pandemic on
our operations,” she adds.

VIA Rail is aware that this is
a very difficult situation for its
employees and their families
and we will take care of them
through this period of transi-
tion.

The employees affected will
receive a temporary written lay-
off notice which respects the
terms of the collective agree-
ments. These temporary layoffs
will take effect on July 24,
2020. To accompany its em-
ployees during these challeng-
ing times, VIA Rail will be
maintaining access to different
programs.

It is also mentioned in the
press release that VIA Rail
“continues to work on advanc-
ing its service resumption plan
as the situation evolves with the
objective of reintegrating its
employees as soon as the cus-
tomer demand allows it.”

Nelson Sergerie

Police report
Quebec’s Fête nationale and Canada Day holidays were busy periods
for the Sûreté du Québec detachment in the Percé Rock MRC. Many
operations were conducted to curtail speeding drivers, the failure to
use seat belts and the use of  cellphones when driving. Between June
19 and July 1, 102 tickets were issued.  In addition, the officers car-
ried out several roadside checks for impaired driving (alcohol
/drugs). Four drivers were stopped for impaired driving because of
the use of  drugs and one being above the alcohol limit.

-----
Another intervention related to drugs was carried out on July 4 at
3:45 a.m. in the Port Daniel area. The two occupants of  a vehicle, a
26-year-old man from Port Daniel and a 33-year-old woman from
Varennes (near Montreal), were arrested, questioned at the Sûreté du
Québec detachment in Chandler and released. The investigation
tends to show that they left the Montreal area to sell narcotics in the
Gaspé Peninsula. A quantity of  55 grams of  cocaine was found in
the vehicle. They will be summoned to appear in court at a later date
and will likely face charges of  drug possession for the purpose of
trafficking. 

Mayor Louisette Langlois is not testifying in her own defence

GASPÉ – At the hearings re-
garding Chandler Mayor
Louisette Langlois before the
Quebec Municipal Commis-
sion in Gaspé on July 9, Ms.
Langlois did not testify in her
own defence.

It was a total surprise when
the mayor's attorney, Charles
Caza, indicated his intentions
regarding the investigation to
determine whether the mayor
had committed 21 breaches of
the Code of Ethics and Profes-
sional Conduct of Elected Offi-
cials of Chandler.   “It's a
question of strategy,” said the
lawyer. “You saw as well as I
did that it was a surprise.”

Ms. Langlois, doesn't dare
speak up. “It's hard to predict.
There's still the closing argu-
ment to be made. We wait. My
lawyer did what he had to do.
The elected representative be-
lieves that the toxic climate that
is harming the Town and that

has been demonstrated by var-
ious witnesses will continue re-
gardless of what happens next.
Personalities don't change. It
hurts relationships. It hurts all
citizens. It hurts the files. It
harms everything.”  “I'm not
giving up.”  “We have to stay
the course. I was elected by a
group of citizens who trusted
me a third time. I can't leave
them like this in such a difficult
context,” she states.

About 15 witnesses were
heard during the hearings held
from July 6 to 9 in Gaspé.
Among those who appeared:
Councillors Bruno-Pierre God-
bout and Denis Pelchat, the Di-
rector of Public Works, and
Michel Couture and the Direc-
tor General, Roch Giroux.  The
breaches cited include the dis-
closure of confidential informa-
tion to citizens in November
2018, March 2019 and Septem-
ber 2019, where the mayor dis-
closed the names or titles of
employees who had filed com-

plaints of psychological harass-
ment with CNESST. In addi-
tion, in March and May 2019,
she allegedly sent an email or
Messenger message to a citizen
in which there were professional
fee accounts of lawyers, con-
trary to section 6 of the Code.

Conflict of Interest

The Commission also criti-
cized the elected official for
conflicts of interest in the adop-
tion of resolutions concerning
the signing of a mediation
agreement following a com-
plaint of psychological harass-
ment.  She is criticized for
failing to disclose a personal in-
terest in the resolution, for hav-
ing participated in the debate
and for voting on the resolu-
tions. 

She is also alleged to have
refused to sign the minutes of
the board meeting at which the
resolutions were discussed.
Furthermore, last October, on

the resolution requesting the
lifting of the Town's solicitor-
client privilege in the context of
an investigation by the Munic-
ipal Commission, the govern-
ment institution again criticized

her for not having disclosed her
personal interest, for having
participated in the discussions
and for having voted on the res-
olution. Pleadings will be held
on July 23 in Quebec City. 



Gilles Gagné

Commentary
Bolsonaro and the country’s low potential to offer
emergency funding to the population have forced
people to go back to work, with the terrible out-
breaks that it triggers. 

Is there a reason to panic? We are experiencing
the worst economic slump since the big crash of the
1930s and it is twice as serious as the 2008-2009
commercial paper crisis.

However, that assessment derives from the re-
duction in the gross national product, not from other
important statistics that provide another way to look
at the whole problem of debt reimbursement.

Our deficit, which is the budgetary shortcoming
for a year, will represent 16% of our gross national
product in 2020-2021. It is less than the deficit
Canada experienced during the Second World War.
For example, in 1943, the deficit represented 22%
of our gross national product.

The fall of our gross national product is expected
to be 6.8% this year. There is worse and there is
better in the industrialized countries. Without the
emergency measures put in place by the federal
government, our gross national product fall would
have been 10%. The number of unemployed peo-
ple, which currently stands at 2 million individuals,
would have been multiplied by two or three.

Canada’s long-term debt now stands at about
$1,000 billion. In nominal terms, it is a record. In
real terms, it is not.

The debt to gross national ratio will increase
from 31% in 2019-2020 to 49% in 2020-2021. It had
not been seen since 2000. However, in the mid-
1990s, that ratio reached 67%!

So, Minister Morneau might be right when he
says that there is no reason to panic. We have seen
worse.

There are numerous reasons to remain cautious

though. We don’t know how long the pandemic will
last and if, consequently, other emergency meas-
ures will be required. The pandemic’s second wave
is hitting many countries very hard, especially the
United States, Mexico and most parts of South
America.

Secondly, Canada will need a recovery plan to
deal with 2 million unemployed people. Whether
that recovery plan takes the form of infrastructure
programs or fiscal measures, it will either cost
money or diminish somewhat and at least tem-
porarily in the latter case, the government’s rev-
enues.

Bill Morneau’s July 8 budgetary update did not
address a recovery plan. Some European countries
have already presented one.

Another huge variable is characterized by uncer-
tainty, and it stands along our border, the United
States. Some days, that country seems ready to re-
bound from the pandemic crisis while on other
days, it looks like a huge ship about to sink slowly.

When a ship is sinking, one rule of the maritime
code is to take a certain distance while paying at-
tention to what is going on in the immediate vicinity
of the vessel in case survivors show up.

Trade between Canada and the United States
amounts to $2 billion daily. Staying close to that
country’s wealth seems appealing but it might be
time to rely less on that giant. Starting to strengthen
our commercial links elsewhere and counting more
on our domestic products might be a valuable so-
lution, especially if Donald Trump stands a fair
chance of being re-elected.

Canada recovered well after the Second World
War because the 30 years that followed were
marked by economic glory. It might not be the case
over the next three decades.

We have seen worse
The Government of Canada will likely declare a

deficit of $343 billion for the year that will end on
March 31, 2021, due the COVID-19 pandemic. That
deficit is a record for Canada’s “modern era” but ac-
cording to Finance Minister Bill Morneau there is no
need to panic, since we’ve experienced a worse sit-
uation during World War II.

He is probably right about not panicking and he
is undoubtedly right about the 1939-1945 war con-
text.

First, it is possible that the deficit will not reach
$343 billion. In the recent past, most Canada and
Quebec governments have showed a tendency to
exaggerate the magnitude of projected deficits or
underrate the surpluses, only to show better results
than anticipated.

The $343 billion deficit will be fed by unexpected
COVID expenses of $228 billion and a revenue gap
of $71 billion. A $28 billion deficit was already
planned and the balance consists of other unex-
pected expenses, reimbursement fees among oth-
ers.

By and large, the emergency plan prepared by
Justin Trudeau’s government rates well. There are
real signs of recovery and the break given to the
population might be instrumental in our collective
capacity to dodge the effects of the pandemic’s sec-
ond wave. In Brazil, the stupidity of President Jair
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Cynthia Dow

Guest Commentary
concept of race was developed and took such hold
of our imaginations is that, as it was conceived and
expounded in Europe in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies, it was a great excuse for barbaric colonial
practices.

After all, if you believe yourself to be from a “su-
perior stock” of people, you can believe that you
are justified in subjugating others and showing
them the “right” way to live. You are saving their
pagan souls by forcing “the only true” religion on
them. You are helping them to “develop” by taking
over their economies. The theory of race, which al-
ways included ideas about who are the “most in-
telligent,” “most civilized” and “most ethical” people,
has served as a justification for invasion, genocide
and slavery around the globe.

The idea of white European superiority has
crept into so many aspects of our lives that racial
discrimination has become systematic and institu-
tionalized. When we see minorities living in poor,
crowded, crime-infested neighbourhoods we relate
the social conditions to the colour of their skin, as
if the two go naturally hand in hand. On the con-
trary, it is our society’s systemic reaction to their
skin colour that leads to limited opportunities for
racialized minorities.  A policeman sees a black
man behind the wheel of an expensive car and
thinks “How could a black man afford a car like
that? It must have been stolen.”

In Canada, to our immense shame, we are still
living with the Indian Act. This law is nothing short
of apartheid, Canadian style. Its purpose was to
destroy Indigenous autonomy, destroy Indigenous
culture, and subjugate Indigenous nations. First
Peoples across the country are still struggling, in
so many ways, to find their way out from under the
bludgeoning effects of European invasion and col-
onization.

Immigrants to our country are no better off. I had
to laugh a few weeks ago when Premier Legault
announced that there was no such thing as sys-
temic racism in Quebec. This is the man who put
Bill 21 into effect, banning the wearing of religious
symbols in schools and courts, etc. Of course,
there are those who argue “this is about religion,
not race.” There are always those who are willing

to find all sorts of ways to impose limits against
“them.” 

Racism hurts us all. Some medical profession-
als argue that the news about the new coronavirus
coming out of China in January might have been
taken more seriously if it had been a European na-
tion releasing the news. Despite thousands of
years of medical expertise, Chinese medicine is
still considered sub-par. How many people around
the world have died needlessly because of this in-
cident of racism?

We, non-racialized people, have an important
role to play in turning things around. Because we
have benefited and continue to benefit the most
from racism, and have suffered the least, we need
to educate ourselves about the impact of prejudice
and discrimination – overt and covert – in our soci-
ety. We need to be ready to stand up against it. We
need to speak up when we see or hear something
that is not fair. We need to support movements for
equal opportunity and human rights. We need to
press for better education and more selective hiring
of police officers.

The real reason behind the
concept of «race»

I was listening to the radio one evening last
week when I heard yet another sad story about
racism. The scene is London, England. A man and
a woman are out driving in their car with their tiny
three-month-old in the back seat. They are pulled
over by the cops, manhandled out of the car and
cuff linked. Crime? Blacks driving a Mercedes?
Tears of frustration came to me. How long must this
go on?

In the wake of the recent murder of George
Floyd – and so many other non-white people over
the years – at the hands of policemen, it’s impor-
tant for us to grasp not only that such violence oc-
curs, but that constant, unfair pressure is applied
all the time to people of colour throughout the
world.

When it comes to basic human rights, things
have slowly been improving over the past 50 years,
emphasis on the word “slowly.” Somehow, we need
to rev things up. Racialized people are running out
of patience.  Who can blame them?

Discrimination has deep, deep roots and in
many ways is a sneaky enemy, living in tiny haunts
in our brains that go far back in time not just in our
lives, but those of our ancestors. The ancient long-
standing fear of strangers or those who look and
act differently, the idea of “us” versus “them,” is
deeply rooted.

Race has been a subject of study for centuries.
In fact there is no “us” and “them.” Geneticist Peter
Ralph has proven that every human being on earth
is related. The farthest relative you have on this
planet is your 50th cousin! In effect, we are all of
African descent. Those of us living outside that
continent are the descendants of people who left it
scarcely 60,000 years ago.

Of course, skin, hair and eye colour are striking
features of human beings, and we certainly can
look incredibly different but the real reason that the
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BONAVENTURE – If Air

Canada’s abandonment of the

Gaspé airport represents a blow

for many at the moment, the for-

mer Member of the National As-

sembly for the riding of Gaspé,

Gaétan Lelièvre, believes that

such departure must be consid-

ered an opportunity to redefine

the needs of the regions and the

users of such services, not only

in the Gaspé Peninsula.

Mr. Lelièvre has 30 years of

aerial service analysis under his

belt, as a former municipal and

MRC director general before be-

coming a Member of the Na-

tional Assembly. He believes

that the current model, resting

mainly on one private trans-

porter per airport, must be re-

drawn.

“Even if Pascan Aviation re-

places Air Canada in Gaspé, if

we don’t change the current pri-

vate model, the people from the

regions will keep paying $1,000,

$1,500 and up to $1,900 for re-

turn trips between their airport

and Quebec City or Montreal. I

checked on June 30 and Pascan

was offering a Bonaventure-

Montreal ticket for $1,587 for

July 6, with return the following

day,” he says.

“Partnerships with the com-

munities must be established.

They (the communities) must be

real partners, not depending on a

company like Air Canada. The

service must be offered at an af-

fordable price and that service

must be planned with a vision of

Air Canada’s departure, a business opportunity
in the making, says former MNA Gaétan Lelièvre

Regional development consultant Gaétan Lelièvre believes
that the departure of Air Canada will eventually lead to the
affordability of flying if the current model is changed.

regional development. Time is

important in today’s society. The

train is also of prime importance

but there are situations where

aircrafts are needed for doctors,

for example, and for the public

in general. Flying is not a lux-

ury. It must no longer be per-

ceived as so,” explains Gaétan

Lelièvre.

As a consultant in regional

development who is currently

based in Gaspé, Mr. Lelièvre is

working for his region on that

issue and his campaign for im-

proved aerial services isn’t

being done out of personal in-

terest, since he hates flying!

Gaétan Lelièvre concedes

that a quick return of aerial serv-

ices in Gaspé is necessary, in

September, for example, and

that a return will likely adopt the

traditional mode of a private car-

rier.

“However, we must take

some time to review the model

and implement it over the

medium term. If we want to

keep developing, people must

have the possibility to go where

they want quickly, and others

must be able to come here just

as quickly. We want to bring

young families to the Gaspé

Peninsula but they don’t want to

be isolated here by exorbitant

ticket fares,” he states.

Ten years ago, when he was

working in the municipal sector,

Mr. Lelièvre assessed the possi-

bility of applying a cooperative

model to aerial services. 

“The price of a Gaspé-Mon-

treal return trip was brought

down to $440. Our numbers

were validated by an expert. It is

more complex if we implement

an inter-regional cooperative but

it is worth it. We are talking

about a social economy enter-

prise, including municipalities,

chambers of commerce, the

users and the employees. We can

think of citizens becoming mem-

bers and benefitting from dis-

counts on flying tickets,” he

explains.

If they don’t want to acquire

aircrafts, those cooperatives

would undoubtedly find private

partners to do so.

“I am looking at the Lindberg

model established in Ontario by

Serge Larivière. He was a found-

ing member of Porter Airlines

which offers flights in Northern

Ontario for a price inferior to

$400. Mr. Larivière is talking

about a $400 barrier. Above that,

most people are not flying. He is

no longer at Porter Airlines but

the company is still active. He

owns the La Macaza airport in

the Laurentides and he is still in-

terested in regional develop-

ment,” says Gaétan Lelièvre.

Whether the Lindberg model

is applied or not, the regional

aerial services must be redefined

while taking into account the cit-

izens’ needs, “not through a

company like Air Canada that

was using regional services as a

feeder for its international

flights,” he warns.

The new model, whether it is

a cooperative, an intermunicipal

board or a combination of both,

will need governmental support

which is not a terrible thing, says

Gaétan Lelièvre, considering

that the main urban airports are

also receiving public funding at

times.

“Governmental support is al-

ready underway in Quebec with

the improvements carried out at

the Gaspé, Sainte-Anne-des-

Monts and Grand River airports.

This (program) must continue.

On the federal side, we can also

think of airport operations’ aid,

adapted to the number of riders

but also applicable on the oper-

ation fees. Don’t forget that it is

Ottawa’s decision to get rid of a

multitude of regional airports,

including Gaspé, that initiated

some of the problems experi-

enced today.  The communities

taking over the airports aban-

doned by the federal govern-

ment could not afford a deficit.

So, they charge airline compa-

nies an amount that will enable

them to avoid a loss. They are

not big enough to afford a

deficit,” explains Gaétan

Lelièvre.

“Considering that aerial

travel is perceived as a service

offered to a privileged class of

the population, the towns don’t

want to make everybody pay for

operational deficits,” states Mr.

Lelièvre.

Aerial travel must conse-

quently become “popular” in the

sense that a much bigger num-

ber  of the citizens feel that they

can use it. That condition will

mobilize the financial support of

the three levels of government:

municipal, provincial and fed-

eral, he stresses.

The governments also pay too much for airfare 
Gilles Gagné

BONAVENTURE – Gaétan

Lelièvre is of the opinion that

the funding sought from the

federal and provincial gov-

ernments could easily come

from the savings, that are

currently spent by those

same governments on over-

priced airfare.

“We can draw an example

from the actual system. I

made the calculation. About

70% of the Gaspé airport

users are either federal,

provincial or municipal civil

servants. There are annually

10,000 passengers (out of

12,000) that board aircrafts

for Quebec City or Montreal.

If we take conservative num-

bers, 7,000 passengers are

civil servants, paying $1,000

per ticket. If we stay conser-

vative, they shouldn’t pay

more than $500 for a return

trip. So, 7,000 (passengers) x

$500 = $3.5 million, the

yearly amount that could be

saved by the governments.

Add the other regional air-

ports and we could collec-

tively save many millions of

dollars,” calculates Mr.

Lelièvre.

He doesn’t understand

why the governments, know-

ing that they purchase annu-

ally a minimal number of

plane tickets, don’t invite

aerial companies to bid on a

call for tenders that could

identify the least expensive

transporter.

“The same call for ten-

ders would be used to estab-

lish a reasonable ticket price

for the other users, the so-

called ordinary people. It (the

current system) is bad man-

agement. I don’t understand

why the governments don’t

run such calls for tenders. I

can only see an attachment to

the current transporters to ex-

plain that,” he states.

“There is also the matter

of bonus points offered by

aerial companies. Many civil

servants reserve their ticket

with their personal credit

cards. They are offered per-

sonal bonus points and they

can keep them. It is legal but

it is immoral. They evidently

don’t want to change that

practice and the governments

accept it,” criticizes Mr.

Lelièvre.

The affordability of aerial transport would facilitate the
financial involvement of the three levels of government,
says Gaétan Lelièvre. 

Photo:G. Gagné
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Nelson Sergerie

Air Services: Quebec creates a group to intervene

GASPÉ - The two municipal
unions are welcoming the cre-
ation of a task force on re-
gional air services by the
Quebec government.  The
Minister of Transportation,
François Bonnardel, gave the
task force a mandate of identi-
fying possible solutions for
the future of air transportation.
“Over the past few days, I
have held many meetings with
elected officials and commu-
nity partners. I can tell you
that I have heard their con-
cerns and that your govern-
ment is taking action to
maintain air service in the re-

gions. Our priority is to
quickly find ways to allow the
resumption of suspended
routes in the short term.”

Gaspé Mayor, Daniel Côté,
who is also the Chair of the
Air Transport Committee of
the Union des municipalités
du Québec (UMQ) is satisfied.
“The UMQ had started to
unite efforts with a lot of part-
ners. The Government of Que-
bec is taking all this on board,
adding a few partners and
we're going to work together
to find the best solutions,”
says the elected official, who
is aiming for September when
regional flights resume in the
province.   

Private companies have
raised their hands to offer their
services in Gaspé and else-
where in Quebec, but the
mayor remains cautious given
what happened with Air
Canada. “We must not prevent
ourselves from reviewing the
model. It doesn't mean social-
izing everything, but rather
moving towards a public-pri-
vate partnership to offer more
security to people in the re-
gions.”  

His counterpart at the
Fédération québécoise des
municipalités and mayor of
Î l e s - d e - l a - M a d e l e i n e ,
Jonathan Lapierre, adds that it
is important to analyze the so-
lutions, and he is reassured by
the province’s approach. “We
welcome the announcement
with satisfaction because it re-

No return date for Orléans Express
in the Gaspé Peninsula
Nelson Sergerie

GASPÉ - Orléans Express hopes to resume service in the
Gaspé Peninsula as soon as possible.   The transporter has two
months to table a strategy to relaunch the lines in Eastern Quebec.
Keolis (line owner) hopes to be in a position to resume eastbound
services soon, but isn’t providing a date at this time.

After receiving $8.2 million in emergency assistance to the car-
riers, Orléans will operate its service between Montreal and Que-
bec City as of  July 10, while the province will offset up to 75% of
the operating costs.   

A maximum of  14 passengers, distancing measures, hand
washing, no food, locked toilet and masks while on the buses are
some of  the measures that will be in effect. Children will not be
allowed to travel alone and passengers will have to place their lug-
gage in the compartment themselves.  

sponds to our request made on
Monday (July 6) to the Minis-
ter to act quickly and bring to-
gether all stakeholders to
identify short, medium, and
long-term solutions.   The first
meeting is scheduled for July
16.

The Fédération québécoise
des municipalités had
launched a working group on
regional air transport on July
8.  Some 15 elected officials
from the regions of Quebec
who are not necessarily mem-
bers of the FQM had held an
initial meeting that morning
with an ambitious objective.
“Within three weeks, we
would like to be able to sub-
mit solutions to the Quebec
government,” says Mr.
Lapierre, who criticizes Ot-
tawa's silence on this issue. 

The mayor of Gaspé and
prefect of Côte-de-Gaspé,
Daniel Côté; the prefect of
Rocher-Percé, Nadia Minass-
ian; along with the mayor of
Percé, Cathy Poirier, are the
Gaspesian elected officials on
the FQM committee.  

Meanwhile, the UMQ is
putting eight conditions on the
table to launch a regional air
service.  “By setting out eight
winning conditions, ranging
from the reimbursement of
customers abandoned by Air
Canada to adequate support
for new services, Minister
Bonnardel is very open,” says
Daniel Côté.

“It will be necessary to
conclude agreements with the
major carriers for national and
international connections,” he
added.

Nelson Sergerie

Bonaventure MNA advocates for
an emergency service in Matapedia

ESCUMINAC - The Member
of the National Assembly for
Bonaventure is calling for an
emergency service at the Mat-
apedia CLSC.   

Sylvain Roy points out
that services in Campbellton
are regularly disrupted, par-
ticularly since the COVID-19
crisis, and access to care in
the neighbouring province
costs Quebecers $10 million a
year.  The elected representa-
tive states that the facility in
Matapedia is already
equipped with lead which
would allow for the installa-
tion of a radiology service.  

The member adds that ru-
mour has it that New
Brunswick is transferring
services to the Bathurst hos-
pital.  

“It is time for us to set up
an emergency room in Mata-
pedia with services worthy of
the name as we have in
Paspebiac. The request will
be made to the government
and we will put pressure on
the government. At some
point, we will have had
enough of people laughing at
us,” justifies the elected rep-
resentative. The file has al-
ready been submitted to the

Premier’s Office, says Mr.
Roy. 

The regional Integrated
Health and Social Services
Centre (CISSS) will study the
idea, according to Mr. Roy,
who spoke about this issue on
July 6 with the administration
of the regional health net-
work.  “The CISSS has con-
firmed that it is seriously
studying the issue. We are
talking about nearly $2 mil-
lion a year to open an emer-
gency service in Matapedia,
in a context where we are
sending $10 million to the
other side (New Brunswick).” 

This service in Matapedia
would make it possible to se-

cure the population of Avi-
gnon-Ouest and repatriate the
amount paid to the neighbour-
ing province. 

Mr. Roy says that the cur-
rent overflow at Maria Hospi-
tal is linked to the situation in
Campbellton. 

“In the construction plans
for a new hospital, we must
plan based on the fact that
there is an emergency in
Paspebiac and that there
should be an emergency in
Matapedia.”   

The CISSS indicates that
discussions will take place in
the coming weeks and differ-
ent scenarios will be evalu-
ated.

MNA Roy wants an emergency service in Matapedia

The loss of  Air Canada:
CISSS is concerned
Nelson Sergerie
GASPÉ - The loss of  Air Canada in Gaspé is of  concern to the
Gaspé Peninsula Integrated Health and Social Services Centre.

Some 450 relief  physicians come to the region each year to
support local needs. “Physicians must currently use the services
of  Pascan in Bonaventure and drive two hours to Gaspé. It's a big
issue,” says Assistant Director General Johanne Méthot. 

For the vast majority, it's doctors and specialists who are fa-
miliar with being in the Gaspé and who come because they are fa-
miliar with the territory.  “We have concerns. We're working to try
to accommodate them in order to keep them with us,” says Ms.
Méthot. 

Discussions are underway to find solutions, but the stability of
the relief  physicians who come will not be an obstacle.   So far,
all the shifts to be filled have been filled and no doctor has can-
celled his presence in the coming weeks. 

With no planes or buses, this is also an issue for patients who
need to seek care outside the area.

“People may say it's too far and we're not going. It's the clien-
tele with cancer, among others, who, for various reasons, would
fly because their clinical situation is too weak (for other modes of
transport),” the administrator says.

Gilles Gagné

COVID-19 WEEKLY WRAP-UP: Two new COVID-19 cases between July 3 and 10 
clared recovered the same day it
was reported, which occurs
when there is a statistical adjust-
ment in province-wide or region-
wide numbers. The origin of the
first case was not released by the
Public Health Board while the

second case was attached to the
Percé Rock MRC and is under
investigation. The total number
of cases since the beginning of
the pandemic reached 192 as of
July 10. Since 182 people have
recovered from the coronavirus

CARLETON - The Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Islands
Public Health Board reported
two new cases of COVID-19
during the week of July 3 to 10.
One of the two cases was de-

and nine have died in the region,
there was only one active case,
as of July 10. Meanwhile, the
Chief of Listuguj, Darcy Gray,
and many mayors of the Avignon
West MRC and of Restigouche
county on the New Brunswick

side are asking Premier Blaine
Higgs to once again consider al-
lowing Gaspesians access to the
Campbellton area to obtain serv-
ices on that side of the Res-
tigouche River. Premier Higgs
refused a similar request in June.
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New Carlisle to get new municipal garage and fire station for $2 million

Gilles Gagné

NEW CARLISLE – The Mu-

nicipality of New Carlisle has

awarded two contracts totalling

$2 million for the construction

of a new municipal garage and

a fire station. The municipal

administration received a grant

of $1,323,855 from Quebec’s

Department of Municipal Af-

fairs and Housing for the proj-

ect.

The amount from the Town

of New Carlisle reaches

$714,000, including $75,000

injected in the preliminary

steps of the project, which con-

sisted of a soil assessment, an

archaeological study of the lo-

cation as well as plans and

specifications.

“The existing garage, 50

years old, had become obsolete

and unhealthy. The Municipal-

ity of New Carlisle is ex-

tremely grateful for the support

received to construct an envi-

ronmentally responsible build-

ing suitable for public works

and the fire service. This will

improve service to citizens

while ensuring the well-being

of employees for several years

to come,” says New Carlisle

Mayor Stephen Chatterton.

The new building, of ap-

proximately 739 square me-

tres, will meet the space

requirements of the staff. The

garage areas for each of the vo-

cations will be separated by

utility spaces. The approxi-

mately 321 square metre fire

department will have a cloak-

room and training room.

The garage will have a me-

chanical room, a warehouse

and a restroom. Both divisions

will have two garage doors

each, a workshop, sanitary fa-

cilities and an office.

The construction of the fa-

cility is currently being carried

out by two main companies,

Constructions Scandinaves of

Carleton, as the general con-

tractor, and Métal Sartigan of

Beauce, which will supply the

steel structure of the building

and assemble it. The founda-

tion work presently underway

is being done by Léonard

Loisel et Fils of Paspebiac.

“Once Métal Sartigan will

come with the structure, it will

take three weeks to mount,”

says Denise Dallain, director

general of the Municipality of

New Carlisle.

That step will be carried out

this summer. The new building

will be erected at the corner of

Caldwell and Notre-Dame

streets, near the former Her-

itage Restaurant.

“We hope that it will be

ready before the end of the

year. It would be our Christmas

gift. It is quite feasible because

once the steel structure is

mounted, the envelope of the

building will be installed and it

will be possible to finish the in-

terior with a protection for the

construction workers,” adds

Ms. Dallain. 

Except for the $75,000 al-

ready injected in the initiative,

the Municipality of New

Carlisle will borrow the

amount required to pay for its

share.

“We thought about using

20% of the excise tax money

we receive from the govern-

ments. Under the current

agreement, we get $739,000

for five years, the 2019-2023

stretch, and part of it can go for

community use. When they is-

sued the conditions, we found

out that we could not use that

money for such a project. It

would not have been enough

anyway, at about $150,000. We

decided not to use our surplus.

It is $380,000 and stable but it

can go pretty fast if we bump

into something unexpected,”

also explains Denise Dallain.

“The new municipal build-

ing will allow employees to

have an adequate work envi-

ronment that is large enough to

serve New Carlislers well. I am

delighted to know that both

employees and citizens will

benefit,”  Marie-Eve Proulx,

delegate minister for Regional

Economic Development and

minister responsible for the

Chaudière-Appalaches, Lower

Saint Lawrence and the Gaspé

Peninsula-Magdalen Islands

regions underlines in a press

release

“We have 15 firefighters in

New Carlisle and the number

of public works employees

varies between four and 10, de-

pending on the time of the year

and the things that must be

done,” adds Ms. Dallain.

The old fire station will be

used as storage space for the

town’s tourism equipment, and

a maintenance shop for that

equipment will also be located

there. The old municipal

garage will also be used for

storage purposes, in the sum-

mer for some winter equip-

ment and the other way around

in the cold months.

The municipal garage and

fire station project was first

submitted to the government in

2017 and it met the criteria but

the province-wide budgetary

envelope was quickly ex-

hausted. The program was en-

dowed with new funding in

2018 and became the RECIM,

the French acronym for the Re-

furbishment and Construction

of Municipal Infrastructure

Program (RECIM), which

comes from the Quebec Infra-

structure Plan 2020-2030

(PQI). The PQI 2020-2030

provides for investments of

nearly $7.5 billion in the mu-

nicipal infrastructure sector,

under the responsibility of the

Ministry of Municipal Affairs

and Housing.

Photo: Mun. of New Carlisle

The new municipal garage and fire station project should be 
completed before the end of the year.

Towards a starting offer for Michel Couture?
Nelson Sergerie

CHANDLER - The Chandler

elected officials are invited to

reflect on the future of their

director of Public Works.

After repeatedly supporting

Michel Couture, Councillor

Denis Pelchat brought this

idea to his colleagues on  the

council on July 6.  

“Is he welcome at the

Town? As long as we are

going through all of this, per-

haps the Town Council should

think about something to offer

him for his departure,” says

the councillor.   Indicating that

he wasn’t able to obtain any

such information from Mr.

Couture, Mr. Pelchat is putting

himself in his shoes. “If I put

myself in his shoes, after three

years, I might have a heart

with less good intentions with

regard to my work.”

The pro-mayor, Bruno-

Pierre Godbout, who presided

over the meeting in the ab-

sence of Mayor Louisette

Langlois who was before the

Quebec Municipal Commis-

sion, says he wanted to dis-

cuss the file in private.   When

reached by SPEC, Michel

Couture preferred not to com-

ment on this new develop-

ment. Mr. Pelchat had made a

long statement two weeks ago,

recounting the many difficul-

ties between the council and

Mr. Couture.

An inflating bill

Louisette Langlois' de-

fence before the Commission
municipale du Québec totals

$42,000 to date.   The munic-

ipal council has approved the

payment of a new invoice of

nearly $7,000 to cover the

month of May.   Meanwhile,

the hearing was held from July

6 to 10 in Gaspé.   Fifteen wit-

nesses were heard before the

commission that must deter-

mine whether Louisette Lan-

glois committed 21 breaches

of the Code of Ethics and Pro-

fessional Conduct of Elected

Officials of Chandler.   

The mayor reiterated her

plea of not guilty before Ad-

ministrative Judge Sandra

Bilodeau.   The commission

criticized the mayor for dis-

closing confidential informa-

tion; for inciting a citizen to

request legal fees; and for con-

flicts of interest in the adop-

tion of resolutions concerning

the signing of a mediation

agreement in the CNESST

file.

T H E G A S P E S P E C . C O M
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Diane Skinner

Sirius the Dog Star

When we heard the old-

time expression as children,

“Dog days of summer,” we just

supplied our own meaning for

it.  Many of us were pretty sure

it meant the time of the season

when dogs were so hot that

they would lie around panting.

Apparently, that is not the cor-

rect meaning of the expression.

So, where does it come from?

The ancient Romans, who

at one time were the most ad-

vanced civilization in the

world, called the hottest days

of summer “dog days” because

they associated the hottest and

humid days with the star Sir-

ius. Sirius was also called the

Dog Star because it was the

brightest star in the constella-

tion Canis Major (Canis trans-

lates as dog). The Romans

observed that Sirius was espe-

cially bright and concluded

that it emitted extra heat in the

summer months.  During an-

cient times the “dog days”

were from about July 24 until

August 24 but over thousands

of years, the constellations

have drifted.  The Old Farm-

ers’ Almanac states that the

“dog days” now are July 3

until August 11.  The number

of “dog days” is 40, but the

hottest weather does not al-

ways align within these 40

days.  

The “dog days of summer”

are when our temperatures are

usually hottest but has ab-

solutely nothing to do with

dogs or the star Sirius.  Of

course, it is the tilt of the earth

Dog days of summer occur between July 3 and August 4. Even
though your dog is feeling the hot and humid weather, that is not

how this time of the year got its name. 

which causes hot summer

weather. In the summer, in the

Northern Hemisphere, the

earth’s tilt causes the sun’s rays

to hit us more directly and for a

longer time during the day.

This means longer, hotter days

in summer. 

Sirius started all this talk of

“dog days” but can you spot it

in the night sky?  You can in-

stall a free app on your cell

phone called Night Sky which

can help you locate Sirius. 

The dog days are based on

astronomy so look up - way,

way up.  but only for now be-

cause the night sky is shifting

about one degree every 50

years.  Scientists predict that

thousands of years from now,

about 13,000 or so, Sirius will

only be visible in mid-winter.

Then humans of the future will

have to rename “dog days of

summer” to “dog days of win-

ter.” What will it mean to the

people of the future?  That it’s

so cold that dogs lie around be-

cause they are too cold to play

in the “dog days of winter?”  

Everything changes.  We

know that, and even the skies

change. Though “dog days”

have come to mean hot, sum-

mer weather, in the future it

will likely mean something

else entirely. 

Diane Skinner

Lightning Bugs

Fireflies, please take my dreams.
Take them up and sew their seams.

Close them tight and use a seal.
Bring them back and make them real. 

Perhaps when sitting out-

side on a warm Gaspé evening,

you may have been startled by

a beautiful sight. Along the

edges of a long row of wild

rosebushes you might see tiny

points of light in constant but

flickering motion.  These tiny

creatures are fireflies though

some people call them light-

ning bugs.

Fireflies are members of the

beetle family who are active

beginning at twilight. They

have wings, so most of them

can fly. Fireflies are found

mainly in warm regions, so on

the Gaspé you will see them

just during the warmer summer

months.  Fireflies like a moist

environment so you will find

them near brooks and streams

and other damp or low-lying

areas.   

The reason for calling them

fireflies or lightning bugs is ob-

vious.  Why do they glow?

Under their abdomen is a spe-

cial little organ. When they

take in oxygen it is combined

with luciferin found in the little

organ.  This combination of

oxygen and luciferin produces

light.  The light they emit is

called bioluminescence. The

colours can vary from yellow

to white to green, or even pale

red.  

When you are watching

fireflies, their lights seem to

flash and you are correct. They

do!  It is a pattern that is unique

to each species of firefly.  The

blinking patterns are not ran-

dom, but rather a signal to en-

tice a mate.  Scientists also

believe that the light may be a

form of defense to warn preda-

tors to stay away.  

Fireflies lay their eggs

under the ground.  The eggs

then turn into larvae, a worm-

like creature, that eats slugs,

snails and worms for nourish-

ment.  Adult fireflies normally

eat pollen or nectar from plants.

Like many other creatures,

fireflies are declining in num-

bers, not just on the Gaspé, but

all over the world.  The obvi-

ous question is why?  The an-

swer seems to point to three

different causes – all of them

caused by humans.  The first is

the loss of habitat as more and

more areas become built up.

The other related reason is light

pollution. This light pollution is

caused by vehicles and by

lights from street lamps and

homes and businesses.  The

third is the use of pesticides

which destroy habitat and di-

rectly cause the fireflies to per-

ish.  Sound familiar? Bees

know all about pesticides.

What can be done to stop

the decline in firefly numbers

or at very least slow it down?

There are a few simple steps to

take.  Do not use pesticides on

your property.  This is good for

all living creatures, including

humans.  Use natural fertilizers

only.  Leave a bit of your prop-

erty wild. Don’t keep the grass

short everywhere.  If you allow

some natural elements on your

property the fireflies will have a

place to live.  Elements such as

old rotting logs, leaves and

branches provide a home for

firefly larva.  Turn off the out-

door lights.  Fireflies like it dark

when they mate.  They are em-

barrassed to show their ab-

domens! (Can anybody

identify with that?)  They use

their flashing lights to attract a

mate.  If they do not

mate there will be no

larva babies!

Maybe as a child

you ran outside on a

warm summer

evening just after twi-

light with a mason jar

to catch fireflies.  You

might have thought

about taking the jar

inside to read by firefly light!

As children we did not know

that those pulsing lights were

not for reading purposes, but

for the survival of a species. 
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Universal Basic Income (UBI) as a tool to
reevaluate our relationship to work and money

Martin Zibeau 

Martin Zibeau receives an unconditional basic
income for a year in a pilot project called l’AR-
BRE (1)

Historian and author of the best-seller Sapiens,

Yuval Noah Harari, summarizes money in these

few words: Money, in fact, is the most successful

story ever invented and told by humans, because it

is the only story everybody believes. Not every-

body believes in God, not everybody believes in

human rights, not everybody believes in national-

ism, but everybody believes in money, and in the

dollar bill. (2)

With a friend in the Gaspé Peninsula, we

played a bit with this story when we started cut-

ting dollar bills in half to make, as we said, an al-

ternative currency we called, the “Demi.” 

This was our version of the story. Many people

were intrigued by that story, but pretty much no

one was indifferent to the act of getting a pair of

scissors and actually cutting a twenty-dollar bill in

half. Most reactions were visceral. People were

shaking, perspiring or were laughing nervously.

We quickly realized to what extent our relation-

ship to money, this fictional entity, was not clear.

When my first child was born twelve years ago,

I was 40. I had been poor pretty much all my life

with yearly earnings between $6,000 and $20,000.

In my thirties, I fled to Northern Canada where I

experienced monetary wealth. When I quit my last

lucrative job at 40, I told my boss at the time, with

a bit of humor, that I was retiring. 

Twelve years later, now beneficiary of a guar-

anteed basic income, I receive each week, without

any counterpart, enough money to pay everything

I need to live.

What a trip!

When I went on my humouristic retirement at

40, my partner at the time and I had been able to

stack about $30,000 on the side and we did not

have any debt. We owned a small trailer in which

we lived for a while, and then lived in a yurt on

some friends’ land.

For about three years we lived on that $30,000,

getting to know our new community in the Gaspé

Peninsula and spending all our time with our two

young kids.

With so little money, we quickly learned the

value of what we really needed to live. Then, as

time passed, money, that fictional entity Yuval

Noah Harari talks about, went back to its rightful

place as an economic tool, like the LETS (Local

Exchange Trading Systems) or just the simple

handshake.

With the realization of what money really is

and our minimal use of it during these three years,

came a complete and profound re-evaluation of my

relationship to work. Especially regarding wage

earning.

If I needed as little as $10,000 per year to live

a good life, but the very large majority of jobs

needed me to devote a minimum of 30 hours per

week to it, usually a non-negotiable feature, what

was my place in society?

After nine years of psychological warfare

against myself, resisting to full-time employment,

especially the jobs-only-to-make-money kind, here

I am, for a whole year, in a certain way, financially

independent.

If for nine years I trained myself to survive the

wage-earning approach (or more precisely to re-

sist it) and to treat money as the fictional entity that

it is today, my newest fight is trying to live with

the perception people often have of a person re-

ceiving money for nothing.

But is it really possible to do nothing? The an-

swer, of course, is no.

So, what can I do with my time? Am I happy?

Am I useful? Am I profitable to society?

Let's look at this question mathematically 

For the year 2020, I would have cost the state

approximately $26,000. In reality, since this pilot-

project is not subsidized by the state, you can rest

assured, you did not have to pay for this experi-

ment. This way it might be easier to appreciate its

results.

To live in the Gaspé Peninsula in a small house

with a small car, to be connected to the internet and

feed my children and myself, it costs me about

$21,200 per year. The pilot project brings in

$19,500 for the year, plus the regular government

transfers I get as a single father living under the

poverty line, for about $7,500. I am, therefore, left

with approximately $4,000 for unexpected pay-

ments such as the dentist, car and house repairs,

etc. We can probably agree that I am far from rich

by any extent, and that this amount will not be put

aside to travel the world.

It is a basic income, providing me with the

means to live with dignity, at least.

And it works really really well.

But then I ask myself: Am I useful or profitable

to society?

As far as money goes, 100% of it goes from one

hand to the next. In other words, I keep the econ-

omy going. Although, it would be reasonable to

ask ourselves which economy we are talking

about.

Most of that money goes back to Caisse Popu-

laire Desjardins, our once upon a time cooperative

banking system, in the form of mortgage and in-

terests. Hydro Québec is getting a fair chunk to

pay for my electricity needs and so is the munici-

pal government for property taxes. 

In an ideal world, most of that money would go

back to local entities, or at least, businesses that

have the well-being of the collectivity as their

main goal instead of monetary accumulation of a

few shareholders or CEOs… but that’s another de-

bate. 

So, to summarize, all that money that I receive

for free goes immediately back to the economy to

feed others, at least that is what we hope for. My

small food budget goes as much as possible to-

wards local businesses, for example.

On a daily basis, what it means is that I can de-

cide how I choose to contribute to society. First, it

allows me to take the time to be with my son and

daughter that are now 9 and 12. Their mom lives

on the other side of the country and we share cus-

tody on a four-month basis. I had to come up with

a hybrid school-home education, which is a bit

time consuming. Unconditional Basic income

gives me the time to take care of our needs this

way.

It also helps diminish the possibility of a run-

all-over-the-place-all-the-time type of life. That

may sound a bit ludicrous, but having experienced

a life of no-time-for-nothing before, there is in this

a form of wealth that is often known only to re-

tirees who too often comment on it by sadly say-

ing … if only I would have known before!

Not to be running all over the place, all the

time, that also means using my car less. Being able

to walk or bike to run my errands and when I buy

something, I had time to think about it which re-

duces compulsive shopping. I am gardening. Far

from self-sufficiency, the time that I spend in my

garden seems like a good investment in the future.

When I take the time to think about these kinds of

things, time that I have, it seems like a good idea. 

Maybe are you wondering what is my real con-

tribution to society.

Apart from having the luxury of idling, which

Bertrand Russel (3) (4) wrote so beautifully about

as having the opportunity of a happy life, becom-

ing more kindly and less persecuting and less in-

clined to view others with suspicion, getting a

basic income allows me to be more available for

my community. Helping friends, but also strangers

and businesses from around here and finally, but

not the least of the beneficial effects, create. Cre-

ating new practical projects or improving others,

but also create well-being and happiness.

I do not have enough money to waste it. The

money I get must be used intelligently, and the free

time it gives me, helps me to do so. Am I a plus or

a minus for society? You would have to ask people

in my community. From my point of view, I feel

free and happy and I feel that by the end of my life,

if I am able to stay on this path, I could be able to

close my eyes without saying those infamous last

words … I wish I had. 

(1) L’ARBRE, tree in French, is the acronym for Alliance
pour le revenu de base dans les régions du Sud-Est du
Québec or The Alliance for a Universal Basic Income in
the south east regions of the province of Quebec. The web-
site is not yet available in English, but Google Translate
does a fair job translating it for an overview of the proj-
ect.
(2) Ted Talk Yuval Noah Harari: What explains the rise of
humans?
(3) https://libcom.org/files/Bertrand%20Russell%20-
%20In%20Praise%20of%20Idleness.pdf
(4) In Praise of Idleness by Bertrand Russell read by Scott
Santens

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES
MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 

LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

SALES REPS:

Albert Burton - New Richmond 418-391-6526
Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle 418-752-6041
Alexis Normandeau - St. Jules 418-759-3270
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Diane Skinner

Reflections 

by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Ask Now
“My advice to you, young people, is to start asking 

questions of  your elders about family history and who did 
what, when, and why and don’t stop until you get answers.”

Garrison Keillor

Have you ever had this experience? You look back and
recall your grandmother’s gingersnaps or your mother’s
stew and wish that you had asked them for their recipes?
However, it may be too late to ask them. Many of  the old-
time recipes were never written down and our ancestors
would cook and bake the best food ever. Regret is a sad
thing to experience, but you can avoid some of  that if  you
begin soon, even today, to ask questions about your family’s
past.  This is not just about recipes but much more.

Do you know how your parents met? Do you know
what your great-grandparents’ names were? Do you know
about your family’s school experiences? Sometimes these
stories reveal so much about who your family is and maybe
a little bit about who you are.  After all, your family shapes
and influences who you are today. 

Perhaps one approach is to ask very general questions.
These might be: “Tell me about Christmas when you were
a child” or “What did grandpa do in the war?” or “What are
your favourite childhood memories?” These can open the
path to more stories.

If  you want to know specific things such as that family
recipe for gingersnaps, ask soon. Sit down, perhaps with a
cup of  coffee, and just start talking.  You may get much
more than you had hoped for. Parents and grandparents
will be flattered, in most cases, to be asked about the past.
You can ask questions to aunts and uncles too.  If  you ask
a question, such as, “What was your proudest moment as a
parent?” you will likely find out a lot about your family that
you did not know.  

Once the memories begin to come to light it may reveal
a much larger picture and include events that you didn’t
even know about previously. Of  course, these walks down
memory lane may be quite emotional. These could be mo-
ments that you will treasure in the years to come. 

Some topics that you may want to ask about include:
names and birth/death dates for ancestors? What is your
first childhood memory? What was your favourite part of
school? Least favourite? What was your first job? What is
the key to a successful marriage? Who was your best friend?
What was your favourite age and why? 

This will help you to uncover a great deal about your
family history. Start with short questions.  Not everyone
will feel comfortable talking about some of  the past. Never
insist on answers if  you sense discomfort. Have fun with it.
Make sure, though to ask for the family recipes!

Planning Meals: Try Weekly

Many people are doing a

great deal more cooking during

these COVID days. Going out

to eat meals is limited as are

take-out options.  We are look-

ing to the past for recipes from

our parents and grandparents.

This was a time when meals

were made from “scratch” and

the food was simpler and

healthier. The other change is

that we have the opportunity to

minimize the “ready-to-eat”

options from the grocery store.

Those foods have lots of

preservatives and other flavour

enhancing chemicals. Making

your own food means avoiding

those. This is our opportunity to

eat well. Planning ahead also

means taking advantage of spe-

cials, fruits and vegetables in

season and buying in bulk

which all helps to save money.

This means fewer trips to the

store during COVID. Where is

the down side to this change?

Getting started is easy. At

the beginning, plan just the big

meal for the day, whether that

be at noon or supper time. Take

a blank calendar, a cell phone, a

menu board or just a piece of

paper divided into the days of

the week. Go online to find

weekly specials, because not all

flyers, or circulars are being

distributed just yet. Start by

putting in your protein choices

for each meal. Brainstorm all

the possibilities: for example,

chicken, fish, pork, beef, lamb

and for those who choose veg-

etarian: tofu, beans and lentils.

Choose the meats that are on

sale in the coming week. 

After you have written in

your protein choices then you

add the side dishes that com-

plement the meat. Choose veg-

etables that are in season.  They

will be both cheaper and

fresher. If you are making ham,

add scalloped potatoes and

green beans, for example. If

you choose lean ground beef

you can make hamburgers,

shepherd’s pie or spaghetti.

The side dishes for those are

quick and easy to choose.

Hamburgers can be served with

a mixed salad and corn on the

cob, in season.  Fish can be

paired with baby potatoes,

beets and peas. Planning can be

useful – plan today and you

will be ready for tomorrow.

When you have filled in

each day, now you make a list

of items you need to make

those meals. Next step is to

cross off what you already

have in your home.  What is

left is your shopping necessi-

ties for the week for the big

meal of the day. If you get tired

of daily meal planning, this

will renew your will to do that.

This process works well for

one person, a couple or a larger

family.  

When you live alone you

may find that you do not take

the time to make a meal every

night. “Too much bother.” Plan

your meals so that you cook

once, but eat twice. Making

pork chops and baked potato?

Make enough for the next day

also. Easy to do. 

Week 1
Monday 

Pasta, spaghetti meat sauce, garlic toast, raw veggie platter

Tuesday 

Tacos with beef, chopped tomato, avocado, lettuce, olives

Wednesday 

Pork chops, rice, acorn squash

Thursday

Hamburgers, salad, corn on the cob

Friday 

Baked cod, new potatoes, peas, beets 

Saturday 

Whole roasted chicken, potatoes, turnips and carrots 

Sunday 

Ham, potatoes, green salad

Week 2
Monday 

“Breakfast for Supper” – eggs, bacon, fried tomatoes, hash browns and toast

Tuesday 

Slow cooker stew

Wednesday 

Pulled pork sandwiches, cole slaw

Thursday

Shepherd’s pie

Friday 

Pizza (homemade), raw veggie platter 

Saturday 

Beef barley soup, rolls

Sunday 

Tuna casserole 

Guidelines for weekly meal planning:
Start with planning one big meal per day for a week.

Put protein choices first. Choose items on sale.

Add the sides for each meal. (e.g. potatoes, rice, quinoa,

noodles and veggies, in season when available)

Make a list of all items still needed for all seven meals.

Cross out what you have on hand.

Make a shopping list of what you need.

If you live alone “cook once, eat twice.”
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Talking Turkey
helpful when they are small. 

They can walk around their

fenced area in the day but put-

ting them in their coop to roost

at night will keep them safe

from predators. Keep the coop

door open in the day so they

can go in and out. Add cedar

shavings to the coop and once a

week clean it out and replace

with clean shavings. 

Can turkeys fly? Well, they

are flighty.  They will flap and

can get to about 4 feet high, but

not for a sustained time.  Some

people put an electric fence

around their area.  This will

serve to keep turkeys in and

predators out.  

People who have raised

turkeys claim that they are

quite easy to take care of and

do not require a lot of your

time. The more you feed your

turkeys the bigger they will

grow.  Also, the longer you

keep them means they will

have the time to grow even

larger. 

Ralph Campbell from Ca-

plan raised a turkey a few years

back that was 42 pounds! If

you are an absolute beginner

with no ‘turkey’ experience, try

to talk with someone who has

raised turkeys. That way you

can ask questions!

These days of COVID-19

have reawakened our under-

standing of where food comes

from. In the days, months and

years ahead our relationship

with food may change and for

some it already has.  Many

people are already modifying

how they obtain food, store it

and preserve it. Disruptions in

the food supply may continue

or even worsen. Going back to

the old ways is not a bad deci-

sion. 

Why would anyone want to

raise a turkey when they can go

to the grocery store and buy

one? There are some pretty

compelling reasons – but only

if you feel comfortable doing

so and you have the time and

the space. Turkeys also have

some basic needs that you will

need to fulfill.

Reasons to raise turkeys:

1. No chemicals or artificial

growth hormones.

2. If there is a shortage of

turkeys you will have access to

one or more. Many stores have

had very few available since

mid-March. 

3. They taste better when they

are free range and are given

quality feed.

4. You can avoid trips to the

grocery store.

5. The price goes up at Christ-

mas and other holidays.

6. You will be providing food

for yourself. An example of

going back to the old ways. 

The first thing you will need

to do is prepare a coop and

fenced area for your turkeys.

You will need a proper feeding

bowl – a circular one is ideal so

that all the turkeys can eat at the

same time. Feed them twice a

day.  

You purchase feed called

Turkey Starter which you will

give them for about a month.

Then switch them to Turkey

Grower feed. 

A large water container is

very important because turkeys

need constant access to water.

Buy your young turkeys

from a local breeder when they

are about four weeks old. The

young are called poults or

chicks. A heat lamp will be

158, boulevard Gaspé, Gaspé, Quebec  
Tel.: (418) 368-6226  / Fax.: (418) 368-1221

E-mail: roynissanventes@cgocable.caROY NISSANFriendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca
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COAST ROUND-UP

CLASSIFIEDS
COAST ROUNDUP

FOR SALE: Two bedroom newly
renovated 24’ X 28’ cabin at Lac
Menard (situated behind New
Carlisle/Paspebiac). Open con-
cept, two bedrooms. Serious in-
quiries only: 418-752-6041 and
ask for Steven.

NEW CARLISLE: 
Open for the Season

The Kempffer Cultural and Inter-
pretation Centre is open for the
season! Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday, until
August 29.  Heritage New Carlisle
has everything in place to ensure
the health and safety of its em-
ployees and the public.

NEW CARLISLE:
Julia’s Tea Corner 

Date Change
Starting on July 11, every
Saturday until August 26. Two
sittings: 2 to 3 p.m. and  3:15
to 4:15 p.m. Cost: $10 adult, $8
children. This year the tea will
be served outside on the back
balcony and in the yard on the
east side of the Kempffer

house. Upon reservation only:
418-752-1334. Weather permit-
ting! Heritage New Carlisle has
everything in place to ensure
the health and safety of its per-
sonnel and the public. 

NEW CARLISLE:
Drive-In Gospel Meetings

at Fair Haven Bible Campground,
Sundays at 2 p.m.  COVID-19
considerations/social distancing.
Cancelled for rain.  All are wel-
come - invite a friend!  Spon-
sored by the New Carlisle Bible
Chapel.  For more information,
please call 418-752-3372.

Gaspé Cancer Foundation
Members and supporters of the
Gaspé Cancer Foundation are
asked to please note that our of-
fice at the Gaspé Hospital has
been temporarily closed due to
COVID-19. To renew or become
a member of the Foundation,
please send your twelve dollar
($12) payment to the address in-
dicated below. For members who
have travelled outside the region
for treatment while we are
closed,  please send your referral
paper(s) with your address and
phone number to The Gaspé
Cancer Foundation, CP 6078,
Gaspé, Qc G4X 2R6.  Your re-
quest will be processed and a
cheque will be mailed to you.

Rotary Calendar Winners
The winners for the week of July
5 are: Denise Cyr, Deborah
Duthie, Reina Leblanc Madeleine

Cyr Alain Boudreau, Rudy Willett
and Patricia Cyr. 

Since 1846

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

REMEMBER:
NOT EVERYONE IS

ON FACEBOOK!

FOR ONLY $5 PER WEEK

YOU CAN 

ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT

ON THIS PAGE.  

IF YOU WANT 

PEOPLE TO ATTEND

YOUR FUNCTION OR

KNOW THAT IT IS 

CANCELLED, THEY HAVE

TO KNOW ABOUT IT.

may have to work a little bit for that

positivity. The attitude you present is

what you will get in return.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, embrace your creative side

rather than your analytical side. Em-

ploy your creativity this week and

you may be surprised at the results. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21

You may have to rethink certain prin-

ciples that you have adhered to for

years, Sagittarius. After some reflec-

tion, you may realize life has

changed and you must adjust.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20

It may not be easy to get things done

this week, Capricorn. You might find

it challenging to muster up the en-

ergy to be effective. If so, look to oth-

ers for motivation.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, lately you have been chal-

lenged to assert yourself in many dif-

ferent ways. You tend to thrive in a

leadership role, but don’t let the

stress get the best of you.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20

Many things come to you naturally.

Examine your strengths and figure

out how to be as productive as pos-

sible in the days ahead.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JULY 12

Phoebe Tonkin, Actress (31)

JULY 13

Harrison Ford, Actor (78)

JULY 14

Dan Reynolds, Singer (33)

JULY 15

Gabriel Iglesias, Comic (44)

JULY 16

Carli Lloyd, Athlete (38)

JULY 17

Luke Bryan, Musician (44)

JULY 18

Kristen Bell, Actress (40)

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, there is a lot you want to say

to someone special, but for some

reason the words get stuck on

your tongue. You may need a little

more time to formulate your

thoughts.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21

The adage “look before you leap”

is never more pertinent for you,

Taurus. Weigh all of your decisions

carefully before you start any new

projects this week.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21

Try to keep the peace with other

people this week, Gemini. Lead by

example rather than telling others

what to do. This approach will be

more warmly received by others. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22

You may want to look up old

friends who you haven’t seen for a

while, Cancer. You may be feeling

sentimental or sociable and a sim-

ple text or phone call can be effec-

tive. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23

You like to have the final say in all

matters, Leo, but there is a fine line

between taking charge and being

a control freak. Let others’ reac-

tions help you fine tune your deliv-

ery. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22

You will be able to get to the root

of thd problem this week if you put

in some serious effort, Virgo. It

may involve receiving and analyz-

ing feedback from many different

people. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23

This week’s overall outlook is pos-

itive for you, Libra. However, you
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Crafternoon

Jellyfish 
Cardboard

Buttons

White glue

Ribbon, any colour

Cut out jellyfish shape from cardboard,

such as an empty cereal box. Use white

glue and add buttons to cover the 

jellyfish.

When dry, glue (or tape) on the 

“tentacles” using any kind of ribbon.

A weekly summer series of
themed crafts to keep your
child entertained. 

-Diane Skinner

Underwater scene
Q-tips

Paint, various colours

Construction paper 

Pencil

Scissors

Glue 

Draw ocean creatures such as sea turtles, starfish, 

jellyfish, fish, and whales. Depending on the age of the

child they can draw them and cut them out. 

For younger children cut out shapes for them. 

Using Q-tips dipped in paint decorate the ocean 

creatures.

Glue animals onto background paper.

Decorate water, also using Q-tips. 

Jellyfish

Underwater Scene

Rainbow Fish

Rainbow Fish 
(Inspired by the book Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister)
Construction paper

Shiny craft paper

Craft glue

Scissors

Black sharpie

Googly eyes

Cut large fish shape using construction paper.

Cut small scale shapes with a mix of construction paper

and shiny craft paper. Glue the “scales” to your rainbow

fish. Add eyes and fun details.   
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Under the Sea

Next week’s theme: Space
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Beach, beach sand and sunPlaying by the seaSummertime is just for funFun for you and me. Digging in the sand
Happy as can be Summertime is just for funA special time for me!(Traditional rhyme)
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Glenn Patterson: Gaspesian at Heart

French his entire life. For me,

this raised all kinds of ques-

tions about music and cultural

exchange in Gaspé and else-

where in the province because

it seemed to shatter age-old

stereotypes that francophones

and anglophones in the

province hold about each

other.” 

In 2010, he and Brian de-

cided to start a blog (www.

gaspefiddle.blogspot.com)

where they would feature his

father's music and write a

commentary and share re-

search. The research was

largely a result of Brian taking

Glenn around to meet people

from Gaspé who lived in the

greater Montreal area and who

grew up with this music. He

met Brigid Drody in Howick,

Quebec, an excellent guitar

player for fiddle music and a

superb human being whose fa-

ther Joe and Uncle Charlie

were both Douglastown fid-

dlers born in the late 19th cen-

tury. 

Brigid introduced him to a

fiddler, storyteller, and

prankster Cyril DeVouge a

month later, who was then 95,

and living in a nursing home in

Chateauguay. They had both

worked in Murdochville in the

late 50s and ended up south of

Montreal where they played

lots of music over the years. In

a way, the blog came to docu-

ment Glenn’s own journey into

Gaspesian music and culture. 

Many of Quebec's celebrity

traditional musicians quickly

discovered the blog and were

equally moved by the music.

Most of the albums from the

so-called big-name acts fea-

tured music that comes from

recordings they shared of older

Gaspesians on the blog. Ten

years later, there are people as

far away as Australia who

know who Erskine Morris, Joe

Drody, and Cyril DeVouge are

and can play their music -

tunes which would have faded

from memory within a few

years. 

Even around Gaspé, many

of these tunes hadn't been

heard since the 40s and 50s be-

cause of how many people (in-

cluding musicians) had left the

region in the post-war years.

Douglastown

Glenn reflects, “Brian and I

were very lucky to have started

the blog when we did because,

at the same time, there were a

group of people in Douglas-

town working to document the

local musical culture through

the Community Centre. Luc

Chaput is from Lévis but had

moved to Douglastown in the

early 2000s and became in-

trigued by the town's Irish his-

tory and stories of square

dancing and step dancing, the

old St. Patrick's concerts in

Holy Name Hall, and the local

practices of Mardi Gras and

Mi-Carème. 

Luc then worked with

Linda Drody to collect record-

ings and stories of music and

dance in the area. Luc had

been pivotal in launching and

organizing the annual Irish

Week (which ran from the late

2000s until 2016) and the ren-

ovation of Holy Name Hall.

They interviewed dozens of

older community members

from Gaspé Bay in person,

over the phone and by email.

Linda, a visual artist and hair

stylist, knew just about every-

one in the English-speaking

communities around Gaspé

Bay and was able to set up

Despite the last name,

Glenn is not a Patterson from

Gaspé. His dad was born in

Northern Ireland and emi-

grated to Canada in the 1960s

with his immediate family.

He grew up in a suburb of

Toronto where, he says, there

really wasn't much music

around, however, an album of

Van Morrison and The Chief-

tains definitely shaped his in-

terest in traditional music. He

began playing guitar when he

was 12 and was always into

older music: at first classic

rock and then early blues,

folk, country, bluegrass, clas-

sical, jazz, and eventually

old-time fiddling. He took

guitar lessons for the first five

years or so. Everything since

has been self-taught. He

began playing both fiddle and

banjo in his 20s while in uni-

versity in Kingston, Ontario,

circa 2004. A few years back

while living in Douglastown,

he also started playing accor-

dion on an instrument Lor-

raine Blais loaned him for the

summer.

Connections to Gaspé

His connection to Gaspé

started in Montreal. When he

moved to Montreal in 2005,

he started playing for the

weekly Hillbilly Night that

was just down the street at the

Wheel Club in NDG. He tells

us, “Back then, it seemed like

every third person there was

an Anglo-Gaspesian. These

were people in their late 60s

and 70s. Several of them

talked about old-time fiddlers

from back home and I was in-

trigued, in part because it was

news to me that there were

historic English-speaking in

the far-flung parts of the

province; and I wanted to

know what their fiddle music

sounded like. I finally found

out in 2009. I met Brian Mor-

ris, a wonderful guitar player,

at a jam session I was hosting

downtown. He mentioned his

father - Erskine Morris

(1913-1997) - was a fiddler

from Douglastown and so I

asked him if he had any

recordings. A few months

later, Brian had transferred

some of his dad's home

recordings and sent me an

email with a few tunes. I was

blown away by the unique-

ness of the style and the

repertoire and the quality of

the playing. This was clearly

music rooted in the Quebec

experience, very ancient and

French sounding, but played

by someone who spoke no

many of the interviews and

collect dozens of home record-

ings. 

My first trip to Gaspé was

in 2010 and I timed it to coin-

cide with the annual Irish

week. There I met Montreal

fiddler and researcher Laura

Risk who had been invited as a

performer. She had previously

encountered our blog and was

equally interested in the local

musical culture.” The four of

them who had similar interests

and complementary skills

began synchronizing efforts.

Laura and Glenn were hired to

help Luc and Linda produce a

CD and a booklet of local

music for the Douglas Com-

munity Centre. They were in-

volved in Irish Week each

following year as fiddle in-

structors, performers, and

event animators and used any

spare time for interviews to and

collect more music. In 2014,

they released "Douglastown:

Music and Song from the

Gaspé Coast.” Later that year,

it was awarded Quebec's Prix

Mnémo for a research product

deemed remarkable in the doc-

umentation of folk culture in

the province. Sadly, there are

only a few copies left of the

1000 CDs we had printed, but

they are looking at ways to

make it available again.

Current Research

and Projects

Glenn’s research into

Gaspesian traditional music

was done in his spare time the

first few years. He had been

working as an electrical engi-

neer in Montreal. It was clear

that his heart was in music and

working with communities to

research, collect, and preserve

local musical cultures. 

In 2012, he moved to St.

John's, Nfld. to start a PhD in

ethnomusicology (basically,

the study of non-Western

classical music) at Memorial

University where he contin-

ued to expand his work with

fiddle music in Douglastown.

He wanted to create a “sound

archive” featuring music

from all the English-speaking

communities of Gaspé Bay

and for it to include a wider

variety of music and instru-

ments - a kind of window into

the musical life of these com-

munities in the 20th and 21st

centuries. 

Glenn teamed up with Vi-

sion Gaspé-Percé Now with

the support of Cheryl Leggo

and Jessica Synnott and

started a kind of grass-roots

community sound archive

called The Gaspesian Com-
munity Sound Archives. He

started a blog (www.gaspe-

siancommunitysound.com) to

share some of the recordings

and research and provided

Vision with a backed-up hard

drive featuring all the music

he’d collected. There are cur-

rently over 120 hours of

audio and about a dozen

hours of video on that hard

drive. This music is available

for anyone in the community

to access. They would need to

contact Glenn or Vision.

(There is an index of per-

formers in the archives on the

blog site). Glenn is currently

finishing the writing of his

PhD dissertation which is

about the work he did with

Vision from 2015 to 2017.

Since late 2019, he has also

been working for the Quebec

Anglophone Heritage Net-

work on a project called "A

Different Tune: Musical Her-

itage in English-speaking

Quebec." The idea is to ex-

pand the kind of research to

English-speaking communi-

ties throughout the province:

interviewing musicians and

dancers, collecting old

recordings, making audio and

video recordings of present-

day musical culture, sharing

these on a blog (www.adiffer-

enttune.blog), facebook

(www.facebook. com/adiffer-

enttune), and a YouTube

channel. 

Glenn concludes, “In

many ways, it was the people

and communities of the

Gaspé Coast, with their open-

ness, generosity, and sense of

community and family, who

allowed me to become the

person I am and develop the

strange but ultimately re-

warding career that I've been

pursuing for a decade now.”

Glenn Patterson
credits the people and

communities of the
Gaspé Coast, with

their openness, 
generosity, and sense

of community 
and family. 
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