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Momentum is gaining
for the return of the
passenger train
service says Coalition

Gilles Gagné

@

MATAPEDIA — Momentum is
building for the return of the
VIA Rail Canada’s Montreal-
Halifax passenger train serv-
ice, as politicians and groups
are asking the public trans-
porter to resume its operations
between Montreal and Hali-
fax, considering that the
COVID-19 pandemic is in-
creasingly under control.

In the Gaspé Peninsula, the
Coalition of Gaspesians for the
future of the train, which has
been advocating for a gradual
return of the passenger train
between Matapedia  and
Gaspé, is asking VIA Rail
Canada once more to put back
in service the Ocean train be-
tween Montreal and Halifax.

One of the Coalition’s
spokespersons, Bernard Babin,
argues that the federal trans-
porter could do more.

“VIA Rail has to resume
the service between Montreal
and Halifax as soon as possi-
ble now that the sanitary situa-
tion is getting under control.
Moreover, despite VIA Rail’s
recent statement to the effect
that the Matapedia to Gaspé
train will only come back once
the line is completely repaired
to Gaspé. It would be perfectly
feasible to come back over a
portion of the line, to New
Carlisle and even New Rich-
mond for example,” points out
Mr. Babin.

Recently, in the Atlantic
Provinces, public transport ad-
vocates and a few politicians
started asking questions about
the return of VIA Rail serv-
ices. Those services have been
suspended east of the Quebec
City area for close to 17
months now, first because of
the railway blockades erected
in support of the Wet’suwet’en
First Nation between February
10 and March 5, and a week
later because of the coron-
avirus travel constraints.

In the June 8 issue of

Transport Action Atlantic
newsletter, that group support-
ing public transport stated that
“perhaps taking a cue from the
tight provincial border con-
trols, VIA Rail announced on
May 6 that its Ocean service
would remain suspended until
at least November 1. Beyond
some vague references to
using the hiatus as an opportu-
nity to upgrade the aging HEP-
1 stainless-steel long-distance
equipment, VIA offered no
real explanation as to why they
were going so much farther
than any other passenger carri-
ers, and cancelling service
nearly six months into the un-
charted future.”

Transport Action Atlantic
also stresses that “when it does
return, the (Ocean) train will
apparently be very different
than before. In a written state-
ment responding to an enquiry
from the Moncton Times &
Transcript on May 26, the
Crown corporation said it was
“pleased to announce an oper-
ational plan that will allow to
continue operating the Ocean
without access to the Halterm
rail loop.” Pressed for further
details, VIA declined to an-
swer any of the newspaper’s
questions. Neither has the
company had any apparent en-
gagement on the issue with
provincial governments or the
municipalities it serves. It is
evident, however, that the
product will be further down-
graded from the already inade-
quate service offered at the
time of the abrupt shutdown
on March 13.”

Does VIA Rail want
to run trains?

Bernard Babin can hardly
understand VIA Rail’s lack of
flexibility, given the improv-
ing COVID-19 context.

“Officially, people with
two vaccines can now enter
New Brunswick. This is one

Cont'd on page 5 {)

GASPE MUNICIPAL UPDATES:
Gaspé can

now manage
its beaches
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Careless campers continue to be problematic.

Nelson Sergerie,
@ LJI Journalist
GASPE - The beaches of
Haldimand, Boom Defence
and Douglastown are now
under the supervision of the
Town of Gaspé, which now
has the resources needed to
deal with the illegal camping
situation and protect the
fragile territories.

Municipal  authorities
have signed leases from the
Ministries of Natural Re-
sources and Environment,
which gives them the legiti-
macy to manage potential
spillovers.

While the Micmac Nation
of Gespeg made a strong
demonstration of its ances-
tral rights at the end of nego-
tiations with Quebec on the
terms of the leases, a few de-
tails remain to be completed.

“On the principles, we
agreed. There is no stake as
such. These are really very
technical elements that re-
main to be attached,” says
Mayor Daniel Coté.

There remains the display
for awareness as well as the
bins to install. A security
firm responsible for monitor-
ing the beaches has already
been hired.

According to the mayor
of Gaspé, the cost for Gaspé
to manage this problem is
about $20,000. "The size of
the bill is not very important
compared to the importance
that must be given to better
harmonization of uses on the
beaches."

The new maritime
strategy is well-received

The Avantage Saint-Lau-
rent maritime strategy of the
Frangois Legault’s CAQ gov-
ernment is well received by
the Town of Gaspé.

The mayor sees this as
positive for economic and in-
dustrial development, espe-
cially since sums for the
development of industrial
port zones, including that of
Gaspé, have been set aside.

The program announced
by the government provides
for $166 million for the de-
velopment of such areas as
well as logistics centres and
the establishment of a new in-
vestment program in mar-
itime  infrastructure  to
encourage maritime transport,
with an envelope of $100 mil-
lion are among the measures
that could have a direct im-
pact on Gaspé.

At the Port of Sandy
Beach, the combination of the
year-round, deep-water wharf
and nearby rail could deliver
real results.

Since the Sandy Beach
wharf was transferred to Que-
bec, the mayor has noticed a
new buzz around the infra-
structure. "We see the Port
Corporation getting fully in-
volved in the matter. It's in-
teresting that there is a desire
to develop the Port of Sandy
Beach. It’s something we
haven’t felt in decades."

The previous Couillard
government had also pre-

sented a maritime strategy,
developed and led by the for-
mer minister responsible for
the Gaspé¢, Jean D’ Amour.
The mayor dares to be-
lieve that this time is the right
ne. "The simple fact of ac-
quiring four strategic infra-
structures in Eastern Quebec
for development, the new
maritime strategy is another
witness to this desire to de-
velop the maritime axis," says
Mr. Coté.

Upcoming repairs for the
Montée de Pointe-Navarre

Gaspé orders plans and
specifications to repair the
Montée Pointe-Navarre,
which is the bypass when the
Saint-Majorique bridge is
closed.

A contract of $56,300 was
awarded to the firm Tetra-
Tech to develop plans. This
repair could amount to sev-
eral million dollars, says the
mayor who prefers to wait for
analyzes before advancing
further on costs.

It would be wrong for
Quebec to refuse to finance
part of the work.

“It would be awkward for
the Department of Transport
to refuse funding. This is the
bypass used while it is a mu-
nicipal road. The preliminary
discussions between the mu-
nicipal and provincial public
services tell us that it looks
good,” says the mayor.

The request to upgrade the
road has been made for sev-
eral years.



Each vaccination
brings us closer to this moment.

Follow the vaccination sequence
planned for your area, and book
an appointment online at

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine
Votre of p
gouvernement Quebec
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Police report

Investigators from Streté du Québec’s major crime squad, in collab-
g ] quad,

oration with their colleagues from the economic crime squad, ar-
rested three men engaged in banking card fraud on June 18 in
Chandler. The three suspects arrested are Amir Boudiaf, aged 19,
Gevorg Davtyan, aged 32, and 22-year-old Serge Lévesque, all from
the Montreal area. They were traveling in two vehicles which were
seized following their arrest. On the same day they subsequently ap-
peared in court for the first time at the Percé courthouse where they
wete charged with credit card theft.

They were then remanded in detention pending their second
court appearance, a bail hearing scheduled for June 21. That bail hear-
ing was postponed and finally held on June 23. “We added charges of
plotting, breach of condition and breach of probation for Gevorg
Davtyan and Serge Lévesque. Amir Boudiaf did not have a record in
those matters and the only added charge in his case was plotting,”
explains Crown Prosecutor Annie Cyr.

The three men were released but they must respect a set of con-
ditions until their next court appearance scheduled for September 20
by Quebec Court Judge James Rondeau for the orientation and dec-
laration step of procedure.

“They are forbidden to have contact with each other and they are
also forbidden to set foot in the Gaspé and Bonaventure judicial dis-
tricts until their next court appearance,” adds Annie Cyr. She doesn’t
rule out laying additional charges against the three men because the
investigation is still active.

In the scheme they allegedly use, a first suspect contacts a victim
by telephone when the number displayed is that of a known bank.
The suspect, to gain the victim’s confidence, gets confirmation of
some personal information about the victim and then tells him or
her about a questionable transaction that was allegedly made with the
victim's debit or credit card.

The latter confirms not having carried out that transaction and
the suspect specifies to the victim that he will take care of blocking
the card and issuing a new one. The suspect also informs the victim
that an employee of the bank is coming to their home to recuperate
the card and asks them to confirm their personal identification num-
ber. In some cases, the suspects ask the victim to drop off their cards
in a mailbox, where they will recoup it later.

Once in possession of the card and the PIN, the suspects make
numerous withdrawals or transactions from the victim's bank ac-
count.

Police forces are aware of several cases in recent weeks using that
scheme in Eastern Quebec and elsewhere in Quebec and investiga-
tions are continuing in those cases.

Anyone with information concerning the individuals arrested or

who thinks they have been the victim of these individuals is asked to
communicate in complete confidentiality with the criminal informa-
tion centre of the Streté du Québec at 1 800 659-4264.
Streté du Québec investigators are reminding the public that cyber-
crime doesn’t take a break during the summer. As summer vacation
gets underway the police forces invite parents to be vigilant and dis-
cuss the use of various internet-connected devices available to their
children during the summer season. This period is often associated
with a greater amount of free time for many, and the risks of cyber-
crime increase with the use of the internet and social media. The chil-
dren who will be in front of their screens this summer could prove
to be prime targets for fraudsters and sexual predators.

In order to prevent risky situations such as the disclosure of per-
sonal information or sending an intimate photo or video that be-
comes public, or in order to make sure that your children can avoid
becoming victims of sextortion by letting sexual predators or fraud-
sters record photos or videos of intimate gestures, police officers ask
parents to increase cyber surveillance. It also applies to children being
exposed to hateful, violent or sexual material.

That surveillance can be shown by taking an interest in your child's
“online” life, by setting clear rules, by discussing cyber security and
through deconstructing false beliefs. For example, offer your children
strategies for dealing with situations they are not comfortable with
and get familiar with the social media, applications and games your
children use.

Itis also recommended to check the privacy settings of the social
media accounts your child uses. As young people tend to believe that
"everyone" sends intimate images when they do not, it could be a
good thing to discuss this mistaken belief with him or her.

If you are a victim or suspect that your child may be the victim of
a crime, do not hesitate to contact your local police department or call
911 in an emergency.

For additional advice consult https:/ /wwwsq.gouv.qe.ca/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2021/02/mission-informed-parents.pdf or https://
www.cyberaide.ca/app/en/

Dredging of Percé wharf will have to wait

Nelson Sergerie

PERCE - The dredging work to
remove the sand and sediment
at the Percé wharf will have to
wait. Bonaventure’s Les en-
treprises PEC, the company re-
sponsible for dredging the
harbour starting at the beach,
had to stop the work.

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada requested the suspen-
sion after noting the presence
of capelin in the area.

Discussions are being held
to carry out the work to accom-
modate boats going to
Bonaventure Island and also to
establish an execution schedule
for major work, somewhere
around August, according to
the Quebec Ministry of Trans-
port.

Quebec emphasizes that
studies are continuing to find
the causes of the silting up.
The wharf was delivered last

=

A section o

fall and sediment quickly accu-
mulated on the beach, causing a
significant portion of the wharf
to become silted up. The new
infrastructure cost $7.7 million
to build.

The contract awarded by
Ottawa to dredge the harbour is
for $248.200.

In April, controversy ignited
between Percé and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada. The town
had asked the ministry to with-
draw its remarks which implied

the wharf cannot be used due to the silt.

that the town was responsible
for the accumulation of the sed-
iment. The mayor, Cathy
Poirier, couldn’t digest the ex-
planation transmitted by the
DFO to the effect "that the
work is due to the fact that an
accumulation of sediment has
been created over the years
since the excavation carried out
annually by the Town of Percé
has not been carried out since
the start of the reconstruction
work on the wharf.”

Gaétan Cousineau, major defender
of seasonal workers, dies at 79

Gilles Gagné

@

CHANDLER - One of the
major leaders in the fight to
stop the cuts to unemployment
insurance experienced by
Gaspesian workers, Chandler’s
Gaétan Cousineau, died on
June 16 in Chandler, following
a long illness. He was 79 years
old.

The energy expended in
supporting the workers and the
unemployed, as well as the
knowledge of unemployment
insurance regulations, charac-
terized his 31 years of commit-
ment to that cause. He retired
in January 2020.

Mr. Cousineau became a
public figure around the 1990s,
when the government of Brian
Mulroney began to impose
cuts on what was then called
unemployment insurance. The
term changed to employment
insurance in the following
years, because the federal gov-
ernment wanted to change the
negative image attached to that
file.

Founder of the Mouvement
action-chomage Pabok, Pabok
being the name of the Rocher
Percé MRC at the time, Gaétan
Cousineau became known
after the intensification of un-
employment insurance cuts in
1990. Raynald Blais, former
Bloc Québécois Member of
Parliament in the riding of
Gaspésie-  Iles-de-la-Made-
leine, followed his various
roles over a span of 20 years.

“I was a reporter for the
CHNC radio station in New

Gaetan Cousineau

Carlisle when I first met him.
We reported what was happen-
ing to unemployment insur-
ance and Gaétan was at the
heart of that fight. Then, in the
second half of the 1990s, when
I became president of the Cen-
tral Council of the CSN union
in Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-
dalen Islands, I wanted him to
work with us on the seasonal
workers file,” says Mr. Blais.

Gaétan Cousineau, who had
fought the Mulroney govern-
ment's cuts, received no rest
after the Liberal government of
Jean Chrétien was elected in
October 1993.

“The Liberals in the cam-
paign leading to the election
had promised a break but, in
fact, they hit us even harder.
There was the Axworthy
(Lloyd) Reform and then the
Young (Doug) Reform. People
were so angry with Doug
Young in New Brunswick (in
the Acadie-Bathurst riding)

Photo: G. Gagné

that they defeated him in the
1997 election, electing Yvon
Godin," recalls Raynald Blais.
Mr. Godin was representing
the New Democratic Party.

The unemployment insur-
ance system, which became
employment insurance, gradu-
ally reduced the percentage of
insurable earnings, cut the
number of weeks of benefits,
increased the number of hours
necessary to get benefits, and it
extended the divisor, the num-
ber by which work earnings
were divided to determine the
benefits amount, to a greater
number of weeks, including
low income weeks.

Other constraints were
added to those cuts and the re-
sult, as a whole, significantly
reduced the income of
claimants while reducing the
number of people admissible
for employment insurance
(EI). The context in many re-
gions dependent on natural re-
sources such as the Gaspé
Peninsula, the Lower Saint
Lawrence, the North Shore and
Atlantic Canada was marked
by the recession from 1990 to
1992, the moratorium on cod
fishing and a forest industry
dealing with the growing struc-
tural crisis. Those factors com-
bined to create the notorious
black hole, the income-less pe-
riod.

"It was in the midst of these
hard knocks that I started to
meet him more often. There
was no shortage of causes,”

Cont'd on page 6 o
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COVID-19 numbers continue to decline
Region records first fatality since January 16

@ Gilles Gagné

CARLETON - The fourth
week of June was character-
ized by a reduction in the
number of new COVID-19
cases in the Gaspé Peninsula
and the Magdalen Islands,
from 17 to 7 between June 19
and 25 inclusively. That good
news was saddened by the
first coronavirus fatality since
January 16.

The Public Health Board
did not release details about

the person was not a resident
of a seniors’ home. The news
was released in the June 22
daily update.

It was the 47th fatality in
the region since the begin-
ning of the pandemic in
March 2020. Also on June 22,
the number of covid-related
hospitalizations in the region
decreased by one.

As of June 25, the number
of active cases in the region
had also decreased to seven,
from 19 cases on June 18.

were based in the Haute-
Gaspésie MRC, a strong ten-
dency since the end of May.

Since the beginning of the
pandemic, the region has
recorded 2,069 COVID-19
cases, including 47 fatalities,
2,015 people who recovered
and the seven cases that were
still considered active as of
June 25.

For a reason that remained
unexplained as SPEC was
reaching its deadline, the first
rate for one dose of the vac-

the identity of the victim, ex-
cept that based on the Que-
bec-wide data issued every
day, it is possible to say that

Editorial section

All the new cases recorded
during the week by the Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-
lands Public Health Board

testing trailers are quite quiet at times.

v-c;;- of;h-;summer, some COVID-19 |

Photo: G. Gagné

cination in the Gaspé Penin-
sula and Magdalen Islands
was down to 76% on June 21,
compared to 78.3% a week

prior to that.
However, there was pro-
gression in the second shot

proportion, from 24.5% to
31.4%, clearly ahead of the
18.4% Quebec-wide number.

Gilles Gagné
Commentary

Time to kneel and listen
instead of preparing an election

The parliamentary session ended on June 23 at
the House of Commons with the shock created over
the previous weekend by the discovery of 751 uniden-
tified graves in the vicinity of the former Marieval res-
idential school in Saskatchewan. Although the graves
are believed to be childrens’, it is possible that uniden-
tified adults could be buried there as well.

That sad and tragic outcome rightfully relegated
the talks about an early fall federal election to the sec-
ond row of priorities. It might just as rightfully mark the
beginning of a long summer for the Natives, the politi-
cians and the Canadian population, as the weight of
the residential schools’ tragedy should prevail over the
relevance of accelerating the electoral process.

Reflecting on the way we must collectively cope
with what should be done to deal with the upcoming
graveyards likely be unveiled in the coming weeks and
what went wrong with the colony and country called
Canada between 1931 and 1996 seems more urgent
than an election.

However, the leaders of the two parties represent-
ing the highest number of Members of Parliament at
the House of Commons obviously thought otherwise
on June 23.

Liberal Party leader and Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau put emphasis on the way the Parliament of
Canada is dysfunctional in the current context of a mi-
nority government. He referred to the alleged obstruc-
tion raised by the opposition since the October 2019
election. It is a rather odd verdict considering that the
current government has basically been able to get
most of its bills adopted by the House of Commons
over the last 20 months.

It is true that the legislative program was about
swallowed by the pandemic but Mr. Trudeau seems to
forget that he has been reigning as if he was at the
helm of a majority government since the sanitary crisis
of March 12, 2020. Most other parties supported him
during the first months of the pandemic and the de-
bates were reduced to their most simple expression,
which often meant no debate at all. Even a real ma-
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jority government might never provide Justin Trudeau
with such an easy ride, debate-wise. In all fairness,
one must say that dealing with a pandemic is far from
an easy ride.

Conservative Party leader Erin O’Toole tried to take
political advantage of the residential schools’ situation
towards the end of the session, including June 23. Fol-
lowing the first discovery of 215 unidentified graves in
Kamloops, he challenged the Liberal Party govern-
ment to take the appropriate measure and find all the
country’s such graves before July 1!

At first glance, finding all the graves looks like a ne-
cessity. However, putting that task into a political
straightjacket was not. The First Nations must deter-
mine the graveyard “unveiling” schedule. Imposing it
on them would be another manifestation of colonial-
ism. They have suffered enough from that.

So far, the New Democratic Party leader Jagmeet
Singh and Yves-Frangois Blanchet, of the Bloc Québé-
cois, have expressed the most modest testimonies,
mostly deprived of political opportunism. Mr. Singh
talked about the necessity to recognize that a geno-
cide took place at the expense of the First Nations,
while Mr. Blanchet, whose political manners are often
conspicuous, talked about “a dark and heavy sorrow.
(...) Our empathy should never be altered,” he added.

In 2015 and over the following years, the Liberal
Party government promised a number of things to the
First Nations. Some promises were carried out but
there is a lack of action regarding vital issues such as
education funding, housing and the quality of drinkable
water. We are talking about basic needs here, not all
the fault of the Justin Trudeau regime but still, more
progress must be seen. It is evident that the sense of
emergency is different when a government deals with
issues affecting Natives and those affecting Non-Na-
tives. There are discrepancies in the time factor.

If Mr. Trudeau wants to rush an election in Septem-
ber, he will benefit from the relative satisfaction of a
fairly significant proportion of the Canadian population,
happy to get vaccinated and better protected against
the coronavirus. That’s what the recent surveys indi-
cate. If the Liberal Party waits, its Members of Parlia-
ment will have to deal with a lot of unfinished business.
If the pandemic effects wane in time, that unfinished
business will appear more and more evident to the
electorate.

The Conservative Party’s preoccupations are dif-
ferent. Mr. O’Toole is dealing with a party torn by in-
ternal conflicts, as far-right supporters, the people
thinking that the socio-sanitary measures went way
too far and that climate change is a mirage, are con-
testing his leadership, only 10 months after he was

elected as the head of the Conservatives.

He must also cope with the handicap of two impor-
tant provinces run by Conservative leaders, Ontario
and Alberta, where the electorate questions the rele-
vance of giving another term to Premiers Doug Ford
and Jason Kenney, respectively. As of now, their re-
elections look like very long shots, and the involve-
ment of those two provincial parties’ supporters is vital
at the federal level.

Justin Trudeau will likely make gains in Ontario if
an election takes place in September. For now, the Al-
berta electorate voting strategy at the federal level will
favour the Conservative Party, but maybe not as
strongly as in 2019.

Quebecers’ vote at the federal level also remains
a mystery. The Bloc Québécois, almost dead following
the 2015 election, was revived in 2019 and still seems
strong, three months from a potential election. Its
leader Yves-Francois Blanchet is staying close to the
orientations of the Coalition avenir Québec govern-
ment, much closer than that of the Parti Québécois.

The Conservative Party of Canada ridings in and
around Quebec City could consequently vote in
greater proportion for the Bloc. Without making gains
in House of Commons seats for the Bloc, that context
could allow Justin Trudeau’s Liberal candidates to
slip between the two other main parties. That’s what
the party’s brass is calculating right now.

Chances are that we will likely know the election
date before the end of August. Let’s hope that the Na-
tives stakes will not be forgotten in the whole
process.
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OBSTETRICS:

Nurses Union
sounds the alarm

Nelson Sergerie,
LJI Journalist

@

GASPE - A new tug-of-war
has been launched between
the Union of Nurses, Auxil-
iaries and Respiratory Thera-
pists of Eastern Quebec and
the obstetrics at the Chandler
hospital centre.

The nurse’s union de-
plores the lack of personnel
in obstetrics and a lack of lis-
tening on the part of the
Gaspé Peninsula Integrated
Health and Social Services
Centre (CISSS).

Union president, Pier-Luc
Bujold, says the situation has
been going on since February
and the staff is exhausted.

"We asked for a meeting
with human resources; the
professional services admin-
istration; the director of nurs-
ing, Johanne M¢éthot, with a
certified copy to Chantal
Duguay, and this went un-
heeded. It jeopardizes the
services to the population,”
says the union president.

The office of the Minister
of Health has been informed.

“The solution of the
CISSS de la Gaspésie was to
force people to work compul-
sory overtime. I don't think
they have understood any-
thing,” says Mr. Bujold, who
says that the regional health
network is acting for eco-
nomical reasons.

The situation at Gaspé
Hospital is also under sur-
veillance.

The Auditor General is
being called upon. "When
governance creates glaring
problems with the provision
of services, it should be sub-
mitted to the Auditor Gen-
eral," says Mr. Bujold.

The CISSS
reassures the population

For its part, the Gaspé
Peninsula CISSS is ensuring
the public that the service re-
mains safe. “We need every-
one's cooperation, which is
great at this level. So far,
everything is correct. There
currently aren’t any breaks in
services,” says Interim Assis-
tant Director General, Dr.
Nathalie Guilbeault, adding
that everything is being done
to maintain the service.

The lack of personnel re-
mains a challenge, not only in
the Gaspé, but throughout
Quebec.

"We ensure the safety of
the population and everything
is being done to ensure that
people are always safe when
they come to the obstetrics
department to give birth,"
says Dr. Guilbeault.

The union has repeatedly
requested a meeting with
management, which will be
done at the request of the
Minister of Health's office,
according to our sources.

Ms. Guilbeault says there
will be no break in service
this summer, but the chal-
lenge remains.

Municipal updates

Nelson Sergerie, L1

GRANDE-RIVIERE - The extension of the water and sewer
network in the western sector of Grande-Riviére will cost less
than expected. Valued at $5.4 million, the lowest bid came out at
$5.2 million. Usual verifications are underway before awarding the

contract. Construction could begin in early August.

The citizens of rue du Moulin will have aqueduct and sewer
services with a special tax estimated last February at $1100. Those
on Horizon, Bellevue and Pionniers streets with aqueduct service
would have a rate of about $875, a cost that could drop. Ottawa
and Quebec are footing 80% of the cost. Grande-Riviere will be
using $250,000 from its gas tax fund. The project has been in the

works for 20 years.

A public health issue is the basis of the work which began in
February 2015, when a submitted report indicated that 54 out of
66 houses did not meet standards. There were houses where there

were sources of contamination. There was even a house where it

was recommended not to use water, even for washing;

CHANDLER: - The asphalt situation continues to arouse sus-
picion in Chandler. Rumours are circulating that Quebec has not
given approval for the loan by-law of $2.2 million to carry out the

work.

It has been confirmed that the deputy director general for mu-
nicipal finances of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs approved
the by-law in a letter sent on May 28 to the Town.

At the May council meeting, the pro-mayor, Bruno-Pierre
Godbout, denounced the disinformation circulating in this file.

TRAIN:

o Cont'd from cover

Photo: G. Gagné

The Coalition of Gaspesians for the future of the train members are convinced that VIA Rail must
now make a move and bring some services back east of Quebec City.

less barrier. Gaspesians and
New-Brunswickers are getting
increasingly impatient about
VIA Rail’s unwillingness to
resume the service. The popu-
lation needs are still there, for
seniors, sick people, students,
business people and so on.
What are VIA Rail decision-
makers waiting for? It looks
as if every occasion is good to
refrain from running trains,”
he says.

At the May 27 annual pub-
lic meeting of VIA Rail, the
transporter’s  management
stated that the Montreal-
Gaspé train will only return
when the Matapedia-Gaspé
line will be totally repaired.
The former president of VIA
Rail, Yves Desjardins-Sicil-
iano, had discretely opened
the door to a return in phases
when he came to New Rich-
mond in October 2018, New
Carlisle being a phase 1.

Bernard Bain says that a
return in phases is totally jus-
tified. “The service in the
Gaspé Peninsula has been
suspended since 2013. That is
eight years ago. The longer
we wait, the harder it will be
to regain the clientele. I am
worried about the long-term
intentions of VIA Rail to
come back here, as time
passes. The people are adopt-
ing other transportation
means, the bus to a certain
point, aircrafts a little but
mainly individual cars, which
hardly makes sense over long
distances,” adds Mr. Babin.

“I repeat that the track will
be repaired to New Carlisle at
the end 0f 2022. So, the serv-
ice must come back to New
Carlisle before Gaspé. It
could be reinstated to New
Richmond sooner, like now!
The line was upgraded, the
$22.5 million invested in the

Cascapedia River bridges
proves it, the line is safe and
the speed is good. There is no
facility to turn a train but
using two locomotives facing
opposite directions would
solve that technical problem,”
he explains.

Bernard Babin followed
the May 27 public meeting of
VIA Rail Canada online and
learned elements he calls
“shocking”, like the trans-
porter’s budgetary figures.

“VIA Rail asks for a
budget adjustment of 48% for
its 2020 financial year. That
would bring its annual budget
up to $415.8 million but 90%
of its trains were suspended
in 2020. There is something
very hard to understand there.
It doesn’t make sense that we
can’t get our train back in
those circumstances,” affirms
Mr. Babin.

Bonaventure riding inde-
pendent Member of the Na-
tional Assembly Sylvain Roy
is also completely frustrated
with VIA Rail’s decision
process.

“VIA Rail is receiving sig-
nificant grants, money from
the government and they are
not offering the service. It
looks as if they are not taking
into account the vaccination
state of advancement. Stadi-
ums are opening, air travel is
resuming but VIA Rail is not
offering the service here! It is
bad faith and the federal gov-
ernment must put pressure on
the transporter. Train travel is
safe, on time and affordable.
The people from our region

need it. Summer is started
and people could benefit
from travelling in sleeper
cars. VIA Rail prefers serving
its most profitable destina-
tions, despite being a public
service. Are they planning the
closure of regional services?
It is permitted to ask the
question,” states Mr. Roy.

Bernard Babin has noticed
that the Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick health authorities
are not aligned on the same
sanitary constraints lately,
which might provide VIA
Rail with an occasion to
delay the resumption of the
Ocean train service.

“Look, it would then be
totally relevant to put the
train back in place over a
Montreal to Moncton route.
There is everything needed to
turn a train in Moncton and
VIA Rail certainly has the fi-
nancial means to start with a
shorter route, considering that
corporation’s annual grant,”
he concludes.

The public Corporation
simply replied in writing that
since the beginning of the
health crisis, VIA Rail
Canada has been in regular
contact with local health au-
thorities.

The transporter stresses
that “following recent devel-
opments related to sanitary
measures in the Atlantic re-
gion, we are working to put in
place a resumption of service
protocol which will be com-
municated shortly. We will
then be able to grant you an
interview to discuss it.”

Jubscvibevs ) ke
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Chateau Dubuc could disappear

Nelson Sergerie,
@ LJI Journalist
CHANDLER - The future
Chateau Dubuc, a relic from
Chandler’s industrial era at the
start of the 20th century, is
being threatened. The past win-
ter has been difficult for the
venerable building and if noth-
ing is done, it could go over-
board in the next severe storm.

Witness to over 100 years of
history, the building bears wit-
ness to the presence of the
newsprint industry in Eastern
Quebec. Julien-Edouard Alfred
Dubuc invited American and
European personalities to it at
the beginning of the last cen-
tury. Nicknamed the King of
Pulp, he ran a multinational
company that had factories in
Chandler, Val-Jalbert, Chicou-
timi and Port-Alfred, Sague-
nay-Lac-Saint-Jean and Brook-
lynn, in the United States.
Admitted to the upper class of
American finance, he ended his
career as a member of the
House of Commons.

The problem is simple: the
protective wall between the sea
and the building has reached
the end of its useful life.

..‘.-'l

“\ for the historic building.

o 9
I T,

| The past winter was difficult

“Last winter, the wall in
front of the buildings was de-
molished and the waves now
go under the main building, in
part,” says one of the co-own-
ers, Michel Saint-Pierre.

Several solutions were con-
sidered: rebuild the wall or
move the house, but both those
options are too expensive. The
situation would be to set the
building back 100 feet and a
geotechnical study will be filed
soon.

Funding will still have to be
found for this work estimated at
nearly $500,000.

Mr. Saint-Pierre no longer

wants to invest. "The company
is not solvent for such a project
and I appeal to all organiza-
tions, be it the Town, the MRC,
the ministers... What can you
do to save this heritage?"
launches Mr. Saint-Pierre in a
heartfelt request.

His company has saved the
buildings twice already. When
purchased in 1995, it had to be
restored and in 2000 the pro-
tective wall facing the sea had
to been built. It is the latter
which has reached the end of its
useful life because it has been
quite damaged by the storms of
the last two winters.

National Aboriginal Day proudly

celebrated in Gesgap

Gilles Gagné

@

GESGAPEGIAG: — At least
200 people participated in the
National Aboriginal Day gath-
ering in Gesgapegiag on June
21, the largest such event in
years in the Mi’gmaq commu-
nity. About 60 vehicles and a
few all-terrain vehicles took
part in the mid-day parade that
preceded the gathering and
community meal at the pow-
wow grounds.

The past weeks, notably
punctuated by the discovery of
at least two graveyards con-
taining hundreds of unidenti-
fied graves of children around
former residential schools,
have been trying for the Native
communities and the citizens
preoccupied by their situation.

However, the people in
Gesgapegiag wanted to express
their pride through the National
Aboriginal Day celebrations.

“We are celebrating our re-
silience during that special day
for the First Nations, consider-
ing the centuries of fight we
have had to carry out in order
to survive, the actions of gen-
eral (Jeffrey) Amherst, the (im-
pact of) residential schools,”
explained Gesgapegiag chief
John Martin.

Chief Martin is relieved to
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William Jerome sang the children s song, Mijuajuei
gtapegiaqan, prior to the start of the parade.

see that Canada is gradually
changing its stand on the im-
portance of recognizing that
past decisions have greatly af-
fected the country’s First Na-
tions.

“Last week, Canada recog-
nized the (United Nations)
Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples. In 2007, 144
countries had supported that
declaration but Canada had re-
fused to sign it,” he added.

He deplored that over the
years, “we have had to conduct
so many battles to survive, to
counter the attempts made to
eliminate us.”

Acknowledging that the
cultural situation of a number
of First Nations is precarious,

John Martin pointed out that
the Gesgapegiag band adminis-
tration “is working on the es-
tablishment of a Mi’gmaq
language institute.”

Gesgapegia chief John Mar-
tin says that the First Nations
have shown a lot of resilience

over the centuries in order to
survive.

Photos: G. Gagné
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EMPLOYMENT:
o Cont'd from page 3

now says Raynald Blais, who
first tried to be elected under
the Bloc Québécois banner in
the fall of 2000, before win-
ning in the June 2004 election.

“In the mid-1990s, thanks
to Gaétan’s work, we held big
protests, including a major one
in New Richmond, following
gatherings at churches to sen-
sitize everyone about the im-
portance of opposing the cuts.
He was a cornerstone in the
creation of the Employment In-
surance Coalition and the Un-
employed Movement, which
was national in scope. After
Axworthy and Young left, we
managed to meet Liberal Min-
ister Jane Stewart. She came
from a wealthy family. She was
very nice but she did not un-
derstand what people were
going through in precarious sit-
uations,” explains Mr. Blais.

Gaétan Cousineau regularly
criticized the expression “sea-
sonal workers” to correct it by
“seasonal work,” recalling that
forestry workers, tourism
workers, fishermen and the
seafood processing workforce
depended on the seasonality of
their labour and that it was un-
fair to penalize them.

Raynald Blais notes that the
Gaspé Peninsula also had to
adapt, from 1990 to 1993, to
the gradual abolition of the tax
deduction for people living in
remote regions, while VIA Rail
was cutting its services, air-
fares were increasing and CBC

made important cuts in its re-
gional coverage and television
services in rural regions.

“Gaétan saw all those cuts
and he found it hard to under-
stand the extra harassment of
people on low incomes. From
my election in 2004, as he had
done when I was at the CSN,
he helped me a lot to demand
changes to reforms that had de-
prived the region of hundreds
of millions of dollars over the
years,” he says.

Mastery of all regulations

Raynald Blais has fond
memories of the rigor with
which Gaétan Cousineau mas-
tered all the intricacies of the
employment insurance law.

“He was an unemployment
insurance encyclopedia. Civil
servants were calling him
when they did not understand
certain details of the law. He
was feared by some law spe-
cialists because he knew more
than them. He helped so many
people who had to challenge
their case before the ministry.
He won most of those con-
tested cases. He was a phe-
nomenon. He was a passionate
person and a responsible per-
son. Mix the two and it shows
the expert that he was on UL
He wasn't just flipping through
the documents; he was master-
ing them. In the electoral cam-
paign debates, the Liberal and
Conservative candidates feared
his interventions. He helped
thousands of people over the
years,” concludes Mr. Blais.

THEGASPESPEC.COM

Sponsored by the
TIDE PREDICTIONS municipality of
New Carlisle
New Richmond New Carlisle

. Saturday, July. 3
09:59 a.m. - 1.60m
10:57 p.m. - 1.90m

Sunday, July. 4
¢ 10:57 a.m. - 1.50m
; 11:53 p.m. - 2.00m

: Monday, July. 5
11:59 p.m. - 1.40m

' Tuesday, July. 6
12:44 a.m. - 2.10m
01:01 p.m. - 1.40m

. Wednesday, July. 7
01:28 a.m. - 2.20m
4 01:56 p.m. - 1.50m

. Thursday, July. 8
© 02:09 a.m. - 2.20m
02:40 p.m. - 1.50m

Friday, July. 9
02:49 a.m. - 2.30m
03:17 p.m. - 1.60m

L .

Saturday, July. 3
09:47 a.m. - 1.30m
10:41 p.m. - 1.60m

Sunday, July. 4
10:49 a.m. - 1.20m
11:36 p.m. - 1.70m

Monday, July. 5
11:52 a.m. - 1.10m

Tuesday, July. 6
12:28 a.m. - 1.80m
12:49 p.m. - 1.10m

Wednesday, July. 7
01:16 a.m. - 1.80m
01:40 p.m.-1.10m

Thursday, July. 8
01:59 a.m. - 1.90m
02:26 p.m.-1.10m

Friday, July. 9
02:38 a.m. - 1.90m
03:08 p.m. - 1.10m

Pl S0

Saturday, July. 3
09:33 a.m. - 1.20m
10:18 p.m. - 1.40m

Sunday, July. 4
10:37 a.m. - 1.10m
11:16 p.m. - 1.40m

Monday, July. 5
11:35a.m.-1.10m

Tuesday, July. 6
12:09 a.m. - 1.50m
12:27 p.m. - 1.10m

Wednesday, July. 7
12:55 a.m. - 1.60m
01:12 p.m.- 1.00m

Thursday, July. 8
01:35a.m.-1.70m
01:55 p.m. - 1.00m

Friday, July. 9
02:12a.m.- 1.80m
02:35 p.m.-1.10m
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The place for great shopping!

39 Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé, Quebec

Happy Canada Day!

AP, CHEVROLET - BUICK Grande-Riviere Office Sainte-Anne-des-Monts Office
153 Grande Allée East 464 Sainte-Anne Blvd West
IR SERALEE Bt Suite 104 Suite 27
Grande-Riviere, Quebec Sainte-Anne-Des-Monts, Quebec
* GOC 1v0 G4V 1T5

HAPPY

C
oA

189, Perron Blvd East,
New Richmond, Que. AL
GOC 2B0 s &

418-392-5252 Honourable Diane Lebouthillier K IENIIEE E-mail : Diane.Lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

1-888-372-5252 I ot Cemptie e s e I Mereline © Iebouthillierd Website : DLebouthillier.Liberal.ca
© Dilebouthillier

New Richmond Office

\ ' New Richmond Town Hall \ '
* * 99 place Suzanne-Guité * #
' ' Room 211 :
New Richmond, Quebec

GOC 2BO

Magdalen Islands Office
418-986-1489

www.apchevrolet@globetrotter.net
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Votre \’p

Even once vaccinated,
you still need
to protect yourself.

gouvernement

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
SO we can protect each other.

Québec
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Happy
Canada Day!

O HY@ rg @ EQA g New Carlisle
& 7’ GASPESIE AUTO

339 Avenue de Port-Royal
Bonaventure GOC 1EO

418 5342191
gaspesiehyundai.com

Municipality of New Carlisle
&
3’..2? l E,ﬂ We wish you all a safe and
MARCHE IGA Happy Canada Day!
iﬁiﬁ?n? LEFESLQJ;I:C 138 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd
418-392.4237  418-752-2288 418-752-3141

&> TOYOTA

1L BAIE DES CHALEURS
o 20 boul. Perron ouest
e cnar e Caplan GOC 1HO
cascpdia.ds@globetrotter.net 418 3885544

toyotabaiedeschaleurs.com

HAPPY
CANADA
DAY!

Assurances
R.C. Coull Inc.

INSURANCE BROKERS
68 Westminster Ave.

HAPPY CANADA DAY

Montreal, Quebec ~zg
275 route 299, Cascapedia-St-Jules, Qué. Tel.: 1-800-4 \'
~ Tel.: (418) 392-5079 « Fax (418) 302-5070 el.: 1-800-465-0583
e cascapedia_museum@globetrotter.net Fax: 1-514-481-1136

Centre de Rénovation

Dhcxrdware

EGIDE DUPUIS ET FILS INC.

300 York Blvd South ) ' _— -
Gaspé, Que. o\ 351A Perron Blvd West

418-368-5778 %% New Richmond, Quebec
= GOC 2B0

-~
/‘ t www.chaleurmilitarymuseum.com

‘

\\ N\
\

Maxi wishes you a Happy canada pay!

124 Route 132, New Richmond (Quebec)
418-392-2600

Page 10, June 30, 2021 - Spec



Get Outside!

Diane Skinner

Celebrations for Canada Day
this year will be low key in
many communities.

We are mindful of the dev-
astating pandemic we have
been through and continue to
be optimistically cautious
about the future.

Maintaining protocols is
still important. In addition, as
we fully learn about the
tragedies in  residential
schools, this is a perfect op-
portunity to reflect on our
shared history and understand
its lessons.

On Canada Day, 2021,
maximize your enjoyment of
the beautiful environment of
the Gaspé. Plan to get outside

The “scoop”

Diane Skinner

Ice cream is that delectable
mixture of milk, cream, sugar
and other ingredients that has
been frozen into creamy deli-
ciousness. Ice cream has been
around for many hundreds of
years. The timeline about ice
cream includes: 1300s -
Marco Polo introduces a form
of ice cream around Europe.
1776 - The first ice cream
parlour in North America
opens for business. 1840 —
The ice cream churn is in-
vented. 1904 — The waffle
cone is invented. 1984 — Na-
tional Ice Cream Month is es-
tablished. 2021 — Ice cream
continues to be the number
one favourite treat.

Ice cream lovers take their
treat very seriously. Ask any-
one their favourite flavour,
and they will be quick to re-
spond. The number one
favourite flavour remains
vanilla, with chocolate com-
ing in as a close second.
Flavours come and flavours
go. Fifty years ago, popular
flavours included Rum and
Raisin, Maple Walnut, But-
terscotch Ripple and Butter
Pecan. Today these flavours
are available less often and
some can be hard to find at
all.

There are so many
flavours available, that it can
be hard to make a choice
when faced with a freezer
stocked full. Some contempo-

Don't let your ice
cream melt.

While you are counting
b
someone else’s
sprinkles.

and enjoy the fresh air and
clear skies. There are so many
ways to get out and enjoy the
day. Spending time outdoors is

Photo: Nathaniel Bowman

good for you., physically and
mentally. Keep your fingers
crossed that it will not rain.
Even if it rains, get outside!

Photo: Tan Dooley

Often mentioned as a favourite treat by many people, ice cream
is particularly enjoyable on a warm, summer s day. The average
Canadian eats ten litres of ice cream per year.

rary popular flavours include
cookie dough, mint chocolate
chip, cookies and cream, cof-
fee and pistachio. There are
unique flavours you may dare
to try including lavender and
from a restaurant in P.E.I.,
lobster ice cream. Strange
flavours abound such as Cot-
ton Candy Pop Rocks (U.S.),
Charcoal (India), Mint and
Cucumber (U.K.), Wasabi
(Japan), Black Licorice (Nor-
way) and Squid Ink (Korea)
which has a flavour combina-
tion of sweet, salty, fishy and
metallic!

For obvious reasons, more
ice cream is sold during sum-
mer than winter and the most
popular day for enjoying ice

cream is Sunday. It takes ap-
proximately 50 licks to finish
a single scoop. It may be fun
to put that one to the test. Ice
cream is high in calories and
can contain as many as a full
meal. The average Canadian
eats ten litres of ice cream per
year, however, that is an av-
erage and many, many people
eat a great deal more than ten
litres a year.

Besides the fat content in
ice cream there is another
downside to this treat and that
is brain freeze. The technical
name for this painful experi-
ence is a cold-stimulus
headache. That does not roll
off the tongue as easily as the
phrase ‘brain freeze.” Be-

Ways to enjoy the outdoors
on Canada Day — and all
through the summer:

Walk on the beach.
Collect shells and
interesting rocks.

Skip stones.

Go for a hike.
Enjoy a bike ride.
Watch birds.

Have a picnic.

Go fishing.

Watch a sunrise or a
sunset or both.
Stargaze.

Relax in front of a fire, if
fire warning level allows.
Pick wildflowers and create
an arrangement.
Read outside in a comfy
chair.

on ice cream

sides, when you are telling a
friend that you are experienc-
ing brain freeze, you do not
have the time to say cold-
stimulus headache.

This is a blessedly brief
pain or headache caused by
having something very cold
touch the roof of your mouth.
It is believed that the pain we
experience results from a nerve
that responds to the rapid con-
striction of blood vessels. Stud-
ies show that eating icy cold
foods more slowly may lessen
the chances of getting brain
freeze.

Canadian law states that
ice cream must contain at
least 10% milk fat. Check la-
bels because what you be-
lieve to be ice cream is in fact
‘frozen dessert,” which is not
ice cream. Ice milk contains
three to five percent milk fat
yet contains more calcium
and protein. Sorbet, or sher-
bet, is a frozen treat similar to
ice cream but contains no
cream or milk.

Dieticians suggest that an
appropriate serving size of
ice cream is half a cup. So,
just for our own knowledge,
when we fill a bowl heaping
full of ice cream are we
being, ever so slightly, inap-
propriate?

Whether in a bowl or a
cone, five percent of ice
cream eaters admit to giving
their pet a taste of it and ten
percent of people admit that
they sometimes lick the bowl
themselves.

What if the Gaspé had its
own signature flavour of ice
cream? [ think it might be a
bright blue ice cream with
ribbons of white through it

Tend your garden.
Cut the grass.
Practice yoga outdoors.
Play an outdoor game such as
badminton, croquet or
horseshoes.

Toss a frisbee.
Enjoy some ice cream.
Eat at an outdoor patio.
Take photos.

Have a barbecue.
Go for a walk.

Just get outside!

and a sprinkling of tiny wild
local strawberries! That
would be more popular, and
palatable than Cod Tongue
ice cream!

Red Lifelines

| didn’t open

the leaf

that fall, in my hand

it just burst —

a celebration in my palm

this maple

giving way to new season
slipping

through my fingers

frost-tattered
and ochre-red
spiralling

Shanawdithit, Pearson
Wakeham, Arcand
Colville, Fox

wafting

Riel, Vanderhaeghe

Cuthbert, Douglas

Riopelle, Banting
settling

Gould, Oleksiak

O’Leary, Lightfoot

Bethune, Obomsawin
on the forest floor

| brought the leaf back
home that fall,
in my hand

put it on the coffee table
red lifelines

sea to sea to sea
Torbay to Tofino to
Tuktoyaktuk

Mel Simoneau
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Reflections
by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Confident girls become

confident women

In the Walt Disney movie, Sleeping Beauty, three good
fairies visit baby Princess Aurora during her christening, Flora,
Fauna and Merriweather tell the King and Queen that they will
each give a single gift to the wee baby. Flora gives the gift of
beauty and Fauna gives the gift of music and song, At that mo-
ment the wicked Maleficent bursts in and puts a curse on
Princess Aurora which Merriweather then responds to. The
curse can be broken by true love.

Reflecting on the gifts of beauty and music, it perhaps
would have been a wiser choice to give baby Aurora the gift
of confidence. There is no power like the feeling of confidence
as we travel through life, and this is particularly true for girls
and women. In fact, raising daughters who are proud of who
they are, not just what they look like, is an empowering goal.

Is there a difference between confidence of boys and girls?
Yes, and it is a dramatic difference. In a survey, gitls aged eight
to twelve were asked to rate how confident they were on a scale
from 1 —10. The average response was 8.5. At the age of four-
teen the same girls were asked the same question. The average
rating was 6 which represents a drop of 30%. The same study
asked boys the same question and there was no difference in
their responses at the age of 14 compared to the younger years.

Want some ideas for talking to your daughter about her
body? Don’t. Much of the insecurity and lack of confidence
that gitls feel is due to their appearance. Let your daughters
know that your love for them has nothing to do with how they
look. Praise their creativity, kindness, intellect and achieve-
ments.

Be a role model to your daughter and surround her with
strong and capable women. Be aware of what you say about
yourself. Don’t equate your worth with how you look. If you
have a choice, select a woman professional such as doctor or
dentist for your daughter.

Allow your daughter to use her voice, to say her piece and
to give her opinion. Confident gitls grow up to be confident
women.

Watch out for the phrase “I’'m sorry.” Girls and women
tend to say this much more often than males. It is a habit and
girls do not need to apologize for everything. “I’'m sorry” is for
those times when you have truly done something you should
not have or have hurt someone.

Strengths can be strengthened. If your daughter shows an
interest in something, encourage that skill. Prepare the path for
her to achieve and even excel at some things. Is she a good
runner? Buy her good running shoes and encourage her to join
the cross-country running team. Is she a strong reader? Pres-
ent her with great books, some of which could have strong fe-
male characters.

Treat your daughter with respect and that way she will ex-
pect, no insist on it from others as she moves through life.

[ ({1

ROYAL LEPAGE
— 1110

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca

Friendly bilingual service

from Matapedia to Port Daniel
19 years experience

Page 12, June 30, 2021 - Spec

Tokyo Olympics for Gaspe’s Yves Coté

eanie L

GASPE: - Yves Coté is one
of the top ranking badminton
referees in the world. Last
year he received the presti-
gious status of BWF (Bad-
minton World Federation)
certification and also learned
that he was to be one of the
four referees for the 2020
Olympics.

However the pandemic
that shut the world down,
changed his plans and his
badminton adventures were
also put on hold.

Recently in the wake of
mass vaccinations, the situa-
tion has improved and Mr.
Coté just returned from
Guatemala and the first offi-
cial “start again” for bad-
minton after a long break due
to COVID-19.

In Guatemala the Pan Am
Championship Olympic qual-
ifier did take place but amid
strict measures including
COVID-19 testing before,
during, and after travel; spe-
cific bubbles for games; and
upon returning to Canada
there were mandatory tests
and quarantine.

Mr. Coté watched and
waited over the past year as
the pandemic cancelled
games and travel plans not
only for the 2020 Olympics

in Japan but events in New
Zealand, China and Singa-
pore.

Will the Olympics actually
kick off on July 23, 2021?
“It’s hopeful,” says Coté who
is currently waiting on news,
but has plans to travel on July
15. However, there is much
controversy and speculation
at the moment and many
would prefer to wait in the
face of a continued state of
emergency in the capital.

An obligatory retirement
age for referees means Mr.
Cote is nearing what could

pos

Photo: Courtesy Yves Coté

have been the end of his ca-
reer but Pan Am has asked
him to be a referee assessor
and the World Federation has
committed to supporting him
for the position. So, for Yves
it represents an incredible op-
portunity to transmit his
knowledge to the next gener-
ation and, he says, it’s some-
thing he would love to do.

So as we all wait for a re-
turn to a life that resembles
normal, we will keep an eye
out for Mr. C6té in Tokyo and
wish him the best of luck and
safe travels!

Poro Pieds de la Lee
Rorawne
Hoot Cure Gechrucian

Service in the comfort of your own home.

418-752-3670
NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!

Mijor NV.D.

ASSOCIATION DES
NATUROTHERAPEUTES
DU QUEBEC

AVAILABLE TREATMENTS
Health Checkup / Thick nails
Nail maintenance / Corns / Calluses
Nails with fungus or mushrooms
Ingrown toenails / Plantar warts
Preventive care for diabetics
Massage on certain reflexology points
Insurance receipts available
Appointment only / Bilingual service
Gift certificates are available

P

has crossed over from death to life.”

The rate for all
camps is $120

/(Lgttle ?a[rllp;ers (A) 7-9yrs July5-July9 \
oys/ girls
FAIR HAVEN Girls Camp 10-12yrs July 12 - July 16
BIBLE CAMP Little Campers (B) 7-9yrs  July 19 - July 23
(boys / girls)
SINCE 1960  mmm—
Boys Camp 10-12yrs  July 26 - July 30
ohn 5: TeenC 13-18 Aug. 2 -Aug. 6
“Very truly !te;:ytu,sw‘lll\tever hears My \ een vamp v " " /

word and believes Him who sent Me has
eternal life and will not be judged but

NOTE TO PARENTS:

first serve.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Fair Haven Bible
Camp will only run a day camp this year. Parents
are to bring their children to camp for 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday and campers are to be picked
up at 4:30 p.m. each day.

Registration will take place the Sunday before the
start of each camp from 3 - 5 p.m. and is first come,

Required for registration is: The full $120 fee and a
completed registration form.

For further information on all camps please phone:
Daryk and Nicole Legouffe: (418) 391-6309
Nelson Roussy (418) 392-5706 (after 7 p.m.)
Fair Haven Bible Camp
(July and August) (418) 752-5221

o




Announcements...

In Memory

ROSS: Havelock Alward
November 22, 1921 - July 7, 2009
LEMASSURIER: Kathleen June
June 24, 1919 - July 14, 1966
If Tears Could Build a Stairway
If tears could build a stairway,
And memories were a lane,
We would walk right up to heaven
And bring Mom and Dad back again.
Our hearts still ache in sadness,
And secret tears still flow.
What it meant to lose Mom and Dad,
No one can ever know.
Since Mom and Dad will never be forgotten,
We pledge to you today,
A hallowed place within my heart
Is where Mom and Dad will stay.
Remembered by son Kenneth and wife Olivia.

Card of Thanks, Birth Announcement,
Engagement, Birthday, Anniversary,
Memorial Service announcement:
$30 - ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines.

In Memoriam:
$30 - ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines
$40 - ($45 with picture) for more than 20 lines

Obituary or Wedding:
$40 - ($45 with picture) Max. 300 words

SUBMISSIONS FOR THIS
PAGE MUST BE IN OUR OFFICE
BY WEDNESDAY AT 4 PM.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, you who makes me see everything
and who shows me the way to reach my ideals. You
who gives me the divine gift to forgive and forget all
that is done to me and you who are in all instincts of
my life with me. I, in this short dialogue, want to
thank you for everything and confirm once more that
I never want to be separated from you. No matter
how great the material desires may be, I want to be
with you and my loved ones in your perpetual glory.

A person may pray this prayer three consecutive
days without asking for their wish. After the third day
their wish will be granted, no matter how difficult it
may be, promise to publish this dialogue as soon as
your favour has been granted.

C.D

When submitting a photo for this
page, please send in a digital

photo (jpg) to

specs@globetrotter.net.

You can also send your
photo by mail.
It is essential that the photo is not
a copy printed at home

St. Jude’s Novena

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, loved
and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us forever. Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the hope-
less, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us.

Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days, on
the eighth day your prayer will be answered.

M.B.

In Memory

The Master, officers and members of the
Good Samaritan Masonic Lodge #68 extends
sincere sympathy to the family of the late
Worshipful Brother Michael Clarke.

CLASSIC

By MEMORIALS
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Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:
Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041
Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
N Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 1Z0
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 - Fax (418) 752-6935

% Forage Moreau Inc.

418-392-9501

T Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner
P

- Artesian Well Drilling

- Budgetary Price
Il - Bilingual Service
il - RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

This advertising
space could
be yours!

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

NOTAIRES

Gaél Tremblay, notary
Serge Barriault, notary

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que. FULLY
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 - Fax: (418) 392-6155 BILINGUAL
E-mail: gaeltremblay @notarius.net SERVICE

& By Appointment

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Quebec G4X 1E5 Fax: (418) 368-1542

() GHMEGA

GROUP
Going beyond and reliable since 1982

3 Rue Cerisiers

Electricity - Plumbing Gaspe, Québec G4X 2M1
Automation Tel. (418) 368-5425
Industrial computing Fax (418) 368-7290
Counter sales www.groupeohmega. com

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

CLINIQUE D’OPTOME
__eeeeee0c |
L"EMERILLON

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East ¢ 418-689-5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553

BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Energies

I_eS DISTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS:
‘/' = DIESEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL, DEF, GAS AND MOTOR OIL
ﬂ*f’ Pet rOI es BONAVENTURE CHANDLER
s .9 o 125, Route 132 125, Route Lebl
C. POIrler Inc- Bonavoelnteure QC GOC1EO Paboso(l;Ce GeOCa1rI‘<CO
SUBSIDIARY OF 418 534-2777 418 689-2595

M Harnors Puoud te sewe you(

GASPE

216D, Montée Sandy Beach
Gaspé QC G4X 2B3

418 368-8777

harnoisenergies.com
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GASPE:
Gaspé County WI

The Gaspé County WI wishes
to inform you that they have
decided to cancel the 2021
edition of the County Fair in
September. The program that
was originally created for the
2020 edition of the fair will be
used for the 2022 fair. So
please keep all of your com-
pleted entries and continue
working on new ones.

GASPE:
Gaspé Cancer
Foundation

The citizens of the MRC of
Cote de Gaspé are asked to
please note that the Annual
Gaspé Cancer Foundation
Membership Campaign is in
full swing. May we remind you
that membership fees are $12
per year. New members have

a 30-day waiting period be-
fore being eligible to receive
their travel assistance. If you
are a member in good stand-
ing, are afflicted with cancer,
and must travel outside the
region for treatment, you are
eligible for the following travel
assistance: Chandler $50,
Maria $80, Rimouski $190,
Riviere-du-Loup $210 Québec
$240, Montreal and Sher-
brooke $300.

CORNER OF THE BEACH:

Local

Market
July 3: There will be a local
market, flea market and
garage sale from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Items and furniture from
the old Vibert Hotel will be in-
cluded. Tables are available
to rent for $10 by contacting
Sandy at the Barachois and
Area Development Committee
at 418-645-2874. All COVID-
19 requirements will be met,

COAST ROUND-UP

and masks are requested to
be worn.

NEW CARLISLE:

Drive-In Gospel
Meetings
Meetings at Fair Haven Bible
Campgrounds on Sundays at
2 p.m. Rain or shine. COVID-
19 considerations/social dis-
tancing will be respected. All
are welcome - invite a friend!
For more information, please

call 418-752-3372.

NEW CARLISLE:
Heritage New Carlisle
Afternoon Tea

Every Wednesday beginning
June 30 until August 25, The
Kempffer Centre will be hold-
ing afternoon tea. There will
be two sittings available at 2
p.m. to 3 p.m. and 3:15 p.m.
to 4:15 p.m. with options of
indoors or outdoor balcony.
Adults $10 and $7 for children
under 12. Reservation is re-

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

quired by calling 418-752-
1334 or by email at herita-
genc@globetrotter.net. For
your security, the Kempffer
Centre now has two air puri-
fiers which will be running at
all times during the tea.
Also, windows and doors will
be open for maximun air
flow.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS
The winners for the week
of June 13 are: Sylvie Dubé,
Juliette Cyr, Janique Ouellet,
Laval Cyr, Marjorie Woodman,
Myriam Leblanc and Michel
Barriault.

The winners for the week
of June 20 are: Valérie
Bourdages, Yves Bénard, Ro-
drigue Leblanc, Magalie Bujold,
Wilson Cochrane, Aude Trem-
blay and Thérese Cyr.

The winners for the week
of June 27 are: Héléne Cyr,
Daniel Ferlatte, Harry Best and
Lise Leclerc.

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, July 4

No Service

ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA
Sunday, July 4

New Carlisle
11 a.m. Morning Prayer
7 p.m. Evening Prayer
on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/
joshua.paetkau/.
New Richmond
3 p.m. Evening Prayer
for United and Anglicans at
St. Andrew’s United Church

PARISH OF GASPE
Sunday, July 4
St. Andrew’s - York
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

On thhe lishter side...

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

9 6

8 | Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending

4 puzzle will have
you hooked from

5 the moment you
square off, so

1 sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
5 savvy to the test!

2

7

Here’s How It Works:

Level: intermediate

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, this week your mind may be
pulling you in one direction while
your heart may be dragging you in
another. It can be challenging to
choose which one to listen to.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, seek the truth and you will
find it easily. You have many ques-
tions and the answers are just wait-
ing around the corner. You just need
to know where to find them.
GEMINI = May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, your modus operandi is

working, even if it's somewhat un-
conventional. Keep on doing what
makes you happy, especially if it's
producing your desired results.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, give your body a good
workout this week, especially if
you've been letting things slide
lately. Expending some energy will
give you more energy.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Familiar thoughts are flowing
through your mind, Leo, and they
seem like a broken record. Do your
best to gain a new perspective and
clear your mind.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, do you feel like you're work-
ing hard on something but not mak-

ing much progress? Change your ap-
proach and even seek advice from
others.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23

Every day presents a new start and a
chance to try new things, Libra. Learn
from past opportunities, but don’t get
discouraged about mistakes you
once made.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Situations this week are very fluid,
Scorpio. One moment you feel quite
at ease and the next you may seem
uncomfortable and alone. Just keep
moving on.

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you're skilled at zeroing in
on the details and nuances in conver-
sations. Your receptiveness and intu-
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ition are skills to be proud of.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

A relationship gets all fired up this
week, Capricorn. A discussion
sparks some heated debate, but
things will not get out of control.
Each of you is respectful of the
other.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, team work is the name of
the game this week. Embrace op-
portunities to work with others and
welcome any help that comes your
way.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

Have fun this week, Pisces, but
make sure that you are profes-
sional and polite if the activities in-
volve coworkers or colleagues.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

JUNE 27
H.E.R,, Singer (24)
JUNE 28
Elon Musk, Entrepreneur (50)
JUNE 29
Nicole Scherzinger, Singer
(43)
JUNE 30
Mike Tyson, Boxer (55)
JULY 1
Debbie Harry, Singer (76)
JULY 2
Alex Morgan, Athlete (32)
JULY 3
Olivia Munn, Actress (41)
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@ Diane Skinner

A great way to get outside and
enjoy some delicious food is
to fire up the barbecue! Cre-
ating lovely outdoor meals is
a little more than throwing a
piece of meat on to be
cooked.

There are a few tips to be
mindful of that will help to
create the summer meal you
are dreaming of.

Prepare beforehand. Make
all your salads and other side
dishes and cover them and put
them in the fridge if needed.
Get all your utensils ready.
Have a tray ready for cooked
meat and do not use the same
tray that you used for the raw
meat.

Don’t forget the seasoning.
Add salt and pepper and any
other seasonings that compli-
ment the meat and enhance its

Light the barbecue early, in
fact, 30 minutes is perfect.

Photo: Paul Hermann

flavour.

A barbecue is not just for
meat. Cook potatoes and corn
on the cob wrapped in foil.
Vegetable kebabs are deli-
cious. Even barbecued fruit is

yummy, such as peaches and
pineapple grilled with a dol-
lop of whipped cream added
Jjust before serving.

Make certain that your
meat is cooked. Pork chops

When fruit meets flame

When you barbecue fruit, it becomes juicier and sweeter. The
barbecue smoke adds a new dimension to the flavours. Once you try it

and chicken, for example,
need to be cooked well. If you
are unsure, consider buying a
digital meat thermometer.

Do not overcook the meat.
If you do, you may find that

your chicken and burgers are
dry and tasteless.

Light the barbecue early,
in fact, 30 minutes is perfect.
If you place your meat on the
barbecue right after lighting
it, you will burn the outside
while the inside will stay raw.
This is to be avoided when
cooking pork or chicken.

Toast your buns. It is a
small touch, but place lightly
buttered hamburger and hot
dog buns on the top rack and
allow them to get slightly
crispy. This will add to the
flavour.

Barbecue spices

There are a wide variety of
spices that you may choose
from. Some prefer to mari-
nate the meat in barbecue
sauce. Others like to use a dry
rub, which they claim makes
the meat more flavourful. You
can buy a blend already
mixed, such as La Grille by
Club House of which Mon-
treal Steak Spice is their
biggest seller.

If you wish to custom mix
your spices here are a few
that you might use:

Salt. This is essential, for
most palates and unless you
are on a salt restricted diet it

is a good basic spice to start
with.

Garlic powder. Garlic, a
cousin to onion, has a strong
and distinctive flavour. It en-
hances the flavours of meat
and vegetables.

Onion powder also en-
hances the flavours and is
super tasty on vegetables.

Paprika adds a lovely al-
most sweet flavour and some
colour. If you can find some
in the store, smoked paprika
has a wonderful, distinctive
taste. This is delicious on
poultry, pork and seafood.

Allspice is a combination
of many, various spices.
Flavours include cloves, cin-
namon, black pepper with un-
dertones of ginger and
nutmeg. This spice is great on
ribs and pork chops. Allspice
is the main spice used in Ja-
maican jerk cooking.

Cumin is a great warm and
earthy spice, though some
people find the flavour a tad
bitter.

Mixing your own barbecue
rubs can be a lot of fun to do.
Start by making small batches
until you find just the mixture
that you enjoy. Store in a jar

with a tight lid.

out, though you might already do it, you may be a big fan of this. It makes
a nice finish to a barbecue meal.

Fruit to consider include: peaches, pineapples, pears and bananas. Choose
any fruit that will stay firm over the grill.

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER

MP - Gaspésie—Les iles-de-la-Madeleine

Grilled peaches and cream

4 peaches, cut in half and pit removed

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!
1 cup soft cream cheese

1 tbsp. vegetable oil -

2 tbsp. honey Grang%?éwere Magda:)ligf?cleslands
1. Brush the peaches with oil. 418 385-4264 418 986-1489
2. Place peaches with cut side down on preheated barbecue on medium heat. Sainte-Argflﬁt-:%es-Monts New g{gﬁggond
3. QGrill for 5 minutes. Ciftg_ﬂ.g--- 418 764-2890 581 355-0060
4. Turn over and drizzle honey onto peaches. Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca
5. Place a tablespoon of cream cheese carefully in the spot where the pit was. Let

peaches remain on the grill for a few more minutes until the cream cheese warms.

,i ENERGY

TRANSPORTATION GROUP

Vegetable kebabs

These are colourful and delicious.

Marinade:

Ya cup oil

2 tbsp. garlic powder

Y2 tsp. oregano

1/2 tsp. basil

1 tbsp. lemon juice

Salt and pepper to taste

Whisk in a small bowl. Set aside.

ASSET-BASED 3PL

1 cup cherry tomatoes

1 cup red pepper, cut into chunks

1 cup yellow pepper, cut into chunks
2 cups small mushrooms

1 large red onion, cut into chunks

1 yellow zucchini, cut in rounds

1 green zucchini, cut in rounds

Powered by Integrity. Driven to be Different.

gaspe@shipENERGY.com
shipENERGY.com | 1-866-530-9555

1. Ifusing wooden skewers, place them in water for about 10 minutes.
This will prevent them from burning on the barbecue.

2. Thread vegetables onto skewers, alternating vegetables.

3. Place the skewers on a baking pan and brush the marinade over
veggies.

4. Place on pre-heated barbecue for about 10-12 minutes
until vegetables are still firm. Turn gently once

or twice.
.‘*.
7

Announce your Engagement or
Wedding in The Gaspe Spec

Engagement Announcement:
$30 ($35 with picture) up to 20 lines

Wedding Announcement:
$40 ($45 with picture)
max. of 300 words
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mappy Canada Day! h‘

BMR &

Matériaux Gaspésiens
125 5¢Rue., Paspébiac, Québec

418-752-5933

Ville de

NEW
ICHMOND

99, place Suzanne-Guité
New Richmond, Québec
Tel.: 418-392-7000

Granite
Cemetery Monuments
Grass Markers
Civic Memorials
Bronze Plaques
Granite Benches
Columbariums
Mausoleums
Cemetery lettering

Steven Imhoff - New Carlisle 418-752-6041

" Yol- 418-368-6226
Fax: 418-368-1221
158 Gaspe Blvd, Gaspe, Quehec

ﬂ{qpyy Canada ‘Day from
FORD NEW RICHMOND

Our new location is presently under construction
198, Route 132, New Richmond

René Leblanc, Director General

134, Boul Perron East

New Richmond (Quebec) GOC 2B0
Telephone: 418 392-4444
rleblanc@fordnewrichmond.com

MUNICIPALITY OF
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES

75 Route Gallagher,
Cascapedia-St-Jules, Quebec
GOC 1T0

Tel: (418) 392-4042 Fax: 418-392-6004

it (JeanCoutu

Youtl find it all...cvene a feierd!

145 Chemin Cyr 37 Perron East
New Richmond Caplan
418-392-4451 418-388-2345

BREUVAGES GASPE

Jervice daafem
419 Montée Sandy Beach, Gaspé, Quebec

Tel.: 418-368-3105 / Fax: 418-368-1825
1-800-220-8905

HAVE A SHFE AND
HAPPY CANKDR DAY

Russell Campbell

ardecor@navigue.com

166, roule 299
Cascapedia-Si-Jules
Quebec, COC ITO

Tel (418) 392-4686
Fax (418) 392-5988
www.wrealhorders.com
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We would like to wish everyone
a safe and happy Ganada Day!

25, rue de I’Hotel-de-ville
Gaspé (Québec) G4X 2A5
418-368-2104
info@ville.gaspe.qc.ca
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