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40 years later, context has progressed,  
says former chief, Allison Metallic

LISTUGUJ – These were try-
ing times. That’s how former 
Listuguj chief, Allison Metal-
lic, describes the June 11, 
1981, police raid that shocked 
the Mi’gmaq community 40 
years ago. He used the same 
words in front of the crowd 
that gathered on June 11, 2021 
on the Powwow grounds in 
Listuguj for the annual event 
that underlined the 1981 inci-
dents, including a second raid, 
on June 20. 

“I remember that my father 
was particularly shocked that 
Minister Lessard, of the PQ 
(Parti Québécois) govern-
ment, with the project of a 
country, said that we could not 
manage our salmon fishing, 
that we could not negotiate 
from nation to nation, because 
a nation must have a territory, 
a language and a culture! We 
had that! Right across the river 
from us, New Brunswick was 
fishing salmon commercially. 
At the same time, we were 
told that we could not sell part 
of our small catches!” recalls 
Mr. Metallic. 

“The 1981 crisis was a 
shock, but the community's re-
sponse was up to the task. I 
am convinced that if we had 
not reacted with the energy we 
displayed, Listuguj would 
have pretty much disappeared, 
that it would have been swal-
lowed up by our neighbours, 
Campbellton and Pointe-à-la-
Croix,” he adds. 

“We stood up for our 
rights. We imposed respect. 
We gained confidence in our 
ability to act. We have devel-
oped our salmon fishing plan. 
In 1999, when I had just been 
elected chief, the Marshall 
judgment was rendered, to en-
sure that we were involved in 
commercial fisheries. It was 
not accepted by many white 
fishermen but some of them 
trained our young generation 
and we have captains now. 
After that, we submitted wind 
energy projects. They were re-
jected by a narrow margin the 
first time, but we made it clear 
in another call for tenders that 
we wanted our fair share. We 
had it, with the Escuminac 
wind farm. We negotiated it 

with the PQ, at that! The 
forestry demonstration of 
1998 also resulted in wood al-

locations to the Mi'gmaqs. We 
have had forestry contractors 
since that time. We have made 

a lot of progress over the past 
40 years and it will continue. 
Our neighbours also benefit 
from the improvement of our 
situation,” analyzes Allison 
Metallic. 

A retired policemen still 
working as an intervener to 
help Listuguj citizens when 
they are dealing with court 
cases, Terry Isaac was 16 
when the June 1981 incidents 
occurred. He vividly remem-
bers the following years. 

“The 1981 raid created re-
sentment against the Sûreté du 
Québec police officers for the 
next two generations of Mi'g-
maqs, until today in fact. 
Three years after the raid, in 
1984, I had just turned 19 and 
I was a policeman in Listuguj. 
I had to work alongside police 
officers from the Sûreté du 
Québec in Matapedia in cer-
tain situations. There was ani-
mosity but we had to work 
with them, I had to be profes-
sional. The guys from the 
Sûreté du Québec from Mata-
pedia did not want an inter-
vention in Listuguj in 1981. I 
understood that when I was 
around them. Anyway, the riot 
forces came from outside, 
from Montreal, from Quebec 
City. I became friends with 
police officers from Matape-
dia. I played hockey with 
them. They were following or-
ders in 1981,” says Terry 
Isaac. 
 
You can read more on the 

topic by flipping to page 10 
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COVID-19 will cost region’s health system nearly $120M

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

GASPÉ - The Gaspé Penin-
sula and Magdalen Islands 
Integrated Health and Social 
Services Centre estimates it 
will spend nearly $120 mil-
lion for the management of 
COVID-19 since the start of 
the pandemic in March 2020. 

In its report for the 2020-
2021 fiscal year which ended 

on March 31, the pandemic 
cost the Gaspé health network 
$70 million. The organization 
budgeted $47 million to cover 
the period from April to Sep-
tember, according to ministe-
rial directives from Quebec. 

These expenditures, 
funded by Quebec, made it 
possible to add 20% to the 
workforce which rose from 
3,500 to 4,200 people to deal 
with the pandemic, defray the 

material for the prevention of 
infections, the massive vacci-
nation operation and the in-
crease in the budget for public 
health. 

By combining the regular 
budget of $360 million, 
COVID-19 and other amounts 
awarded, the total 2020-2021 
revenue was $440 million and 
the financial balance was 
maintained. 

"For a sixth consecutive 

year, the CISSS de la 
Gaspésie has managed to 
maintain the balance, which is 
very slight, while the operat-
ing surplus is $190,000," ex-
plains the director of financial 
resources, Jean-Pierre Col-
lette. 

The regular budget will be 
increased from $360 million 
to $382 million this year. 

“Additional sums are in-
vested in youth protection, 

home support and mental 
health. This is recurring 
funding that will allow us to 
develop services in the re-
gion,” explains the adminis-
trator. 

Money is also provided 
for public health, infection 
prevention and the manage-
ment of CHSLDs. The 
CISSS de la Gaspésie ended 
the 2019-2020 fiscal year 
with a surplus of $1 million. 

Allison Metallic still deplores what happened in June 1981 but he thinks that it made the com-
munity stronger.

Terry Isaac was put in contact with Sûreté du Québec officers 
shortly after the June 1981 incidents.
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              Nelson Sergerie

Gaspé achieves a surplus in 2020

GASPÉ - Gaspé achieved a net 
surplus of $925,000 on a 
budget of $27.9 million in 
2020. 

The amount includes assis-
tance from Quebec of $818,500 
to counter the impacts of the 
pandemic. 

This surplus was achieved 
despite the pandemic which es-
pecially caused significant loss 
of revenue at Michel-Pouliot 
Airport. The Town calculates 
those losses at over $1 million, 
which left a net deficit of nearly 
$620,000. The health crises 
caused the departure of Air 
Canada last spring and a slow-
down in air traffic. 

The Town is still working to 
obtain government compensa-
tion "in the coming weeks" to 
make up a good part of this 
shortfall for the year 2020 and 
2021 and save taxpayers so that 
they do not suffer an undue loss 

for the operation of an infra-
structure that was used mainly 
for government services such 
as the ambulance plane. 

The strength of the con-
struction sector is having a pos-
itive impact. 

"The economic movement 
has impacted real estate trans-
actions which allowed us to 
collect $130,000 more in trans-

fer taxes and tax revenues of 
$500,000 higher due to new 
constructions and renovations 
which have increased the prop-
erty value," explained the 
mayor, Daniel Côté. 

The unallocated surplus to-
tals $7.5 million. By subtract-
ing the $1.8 million used for 
the 2021 budget, the actual sur-
plus is $5.7 million. 

Police report
The next court appearance of  Louis-David Côté, the 20-year-old 
Gaspé man suspected of  sexual assault on May 12 at the C.-E. 
Pouliot School in Gaspé, is now scheduled for September 7. Louis-
David Côté is charged with sexual contact with a minor under the 
age of  16, using a computer to lure a minor and having made 
pornography accessible to a minor. The court maintains the ban on 
contact for the suspect with the victim, a minor attending the Eng-
lish section of  the C.E. Pouliot School. He is also forbidden to be 
near the high school. The accused has no criminal record. 

—- 
Stéphane Blais, 52, from Paspebiac, who beat his mother, is sen-
tenced to two years in prison after entering a plea of  guilty earlier 
this spring. The man will also have to provide a DNA sample, he 
cannot own a firearm and he will undergo three years of  probation 
after serving his prison term. In March, Stéphane Blais hit his 
mother with a stick while she was asleep. The assault took place 
after a verbal altercation the previous evening. He is a repeat of-
fender, having been sentenced in 2017 to six months in prison for 
a similar offense. 

—— 
A 57-year-old man from Gaspé, who abused  his wife for nearly 30 
years, is sentenced to four years in prison. The identity of  the man 
is under a publication ban, a court order, to protect the victim. He 
recently entered a plea of  guilty at the Percé courthouse on a range 
of  charges, including assault with a weapon, assault causing bodily 
harm and possession of  a restricted firearm. The events took place 
between 1992 and until very recently. 

Photo: N. Sergerie

The departure of Air Canada and the pandemic are straining 
the airport's finances.

CHANDLER:  
Bickering over bills to pay 
Nelson Sergerie, LJI 
CHANDLER - Bills caused friction between the various elected 
officials of  the Chandler city council, during their monthly meet-
ing on June 7. 

The cost of  the mayor’s defence has now reached $266,000 
regarding her quarrels with the Commission municipale du Québec, 
while the Superior Court decision is long overdue. Louisette Lan-
glois contested on April 26 the 180-day sanction issued against 
her in effect since January 11. 

The mayor's attorney, Charles Caza, sent two invoices for a 
total of  $16,000. Payment will be made once justifications have 
been received. 

The resolution to acquit the invoice caused friction between 
councillor Denis Pelchat and the pro-mayor, Bruno-Pierre God-
bout. 

"You were a judge and a party in this situation," said council-
lor Pelchat to the pro-mayor, who replied that he was a witness 
and told the truth.  Mr. Godbout recorded his dissent on the pay-
ment of  the two invoices. 

The municipal commission had retained 20 of  the 21 breaches 
against Louisette Langlois under the Code of  Ethics and Profes-
sional Conduct of  Elected Officials of  the Town. The disclosure 
of  confidential information to citizens, the disclosure of  the 
names or titles of  municipal employees who have lodged com-
plaints of  psychological harassment with the CNESST and in-
citement to a citizen to request invoices for professional fees from 
lawyers had been retained against the mayoress. 
 

"Huge" travel costs 
In addition, travel expenses and an expense account totalling 

nearly $7,000 for the pro-mayor since January have raised con-
troversy. 

Councillor Pelchat reported during the council meeting that 
two invoices totalling $3,200 were claimed in May by Bruno-Pierre 
Godbout. Pelchat estimates it would total $21,000 annually, which 
he called "huge." 

“No deputy minister or minister is meeting with people at this 
time. Everything is done by phone or zoom and I'm seriously 
wondering about these travel costs,” said the advisor who asked 
who was involved in the meetings. 

"We're going to pass it all on to you," replied the pro-mayor 
who had a meeting last Thursday in Quebec, but the elected offi-
cial didn’t want to say who was seen. 

The bypass and the release of  the asphalt loan by-law were 
discussed at the time, according to Mr. Godbout. 

 

For further information on all camps please phone: 
Daryk and Nicole Legouffe: (418) 391-6309 

Nelson Roussy (418) 392-5706 (after 7 p.m.) 
Fair Haven Bible Camp 

(July and August) (418) 752-5221 

Little Campers (A)    7 - 9 yrs July 5 - July 9 
(boys /  girls) 

Girls’ Camp   10 -12 yrs July 12 - July 16 
 
Little Campers (B)    7 - 9 yrs July 19 - July 23 
(boys / girls) 

Boys’ Camp   10 -12 yrs July 26 - July 30 

Teen Camp   13 -18 yrs Aug. 2 - Aug. 6  
 

6 Beach Street, New Carlisle, Quebec

The rate for all  
camps is $120

NOTE TO PARENTS: 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Fair Haven Bible 

Camp will only run a day camp this year.  Parents 

are to bring their children to camp for 8:30 a.m. Mon-

day through Friday and campers are to be picked 

up at 4:30 p.m. each day. 
 

Registration will take place the Sunday before the 
start of each camp from 3 - 5 p.m. and is first come, 
first served.  
Required for registration is: The full $120 fee and a 
completed registration form.

HOUSING: The Côte-de-Gaspé MRC launches a study 
Nelson Sergerie, LJI 
GASPÉ - It is the Côte-de-Gaspé MRC’s turn to document the housing problem in its territory. 

Just like Rocher-Percé, Avignon and the Town of  Gaspé, elected officials in the Côte-de-Gaspé 
MRC have commissioned a study to determine the actual needs. 

"The problem is on a variable scale, depending on where you are. We want to be sure that we are 
fully aware of  the current situation. How many housing units are missing so as to be able to breathe 
new life into and document the files of  real estate developers so that they can build housing on our ter-
ritory," says Côte-de-Gaspé Prefect, Daniel Côté. 

The study can be used by developers to convince bankers of  the relevance of  the projects to be built. 
On its own, Gaspé estimates that there is a shortage of  between 200 and 300 units on its territory. 

A major boost for entrepreneurship 
Several new businesses have sprung up over the past year in the Côte-de-Gaspé MRC. In fact, en-

trepreneurship is experiencing a boom never seen in more than 20 years. In addition to the new en-
trepreneurs, some businesses have been sold while others are expanding. 

Elected officials released $200,000 at the start of  the year and added $50,000 in the spring in grants 
for the start-up, development or transfer of  businesses. There is $80,000 left in the fund. "2020 and 
2021 are really among the years when in terms of  grants, the MRC will have invested the most since 
the arrival of  the CLD! We go back to 1998,” says the Managing Director, Bruno Bernatchez. 

All the municipalities of  the MRC are represented in this entrepreneurial development even if  a ma-
jority of  the budget is invested in Gaspé because of  its demographic weight. Several files are being an-
alyzed and the director adds that any project will be welcome. 
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Patience is required  
in tourism 

 
The Gaspé Peninsula made the headlines last sum-
mer for its popularity in a pandemic context. Tourists, 
almost exclusively Quebecers because of the sanitary 
constraints, converged on the region massively. Peo-
ple having been stranded in their city’s small space, 
including inside their dwellings for a certain period, 
needed to breathe fresh air and see the horizon, 
among other things. 

Our region can offer fresh air, a wide glimpse on 
the horizon and much more, like an impression of 
freedom, however, things got out of control in July as 
the notion of freedom went too far. 

People were found sleeping just about every-
where: on private land, on beaches and leaving be-
hind multiple traces of human waste, organic or not. 

The Gaspé Peninsula made the headlines on the 
national scene for reasons that were not good at 
times. It was not pretty. Our beaches, our ditches and 
parking lots were often filthy. 

People were wondering at the end of May and be-
ginning of June 2020 if there would be a tourist sea-
son but by mid-June, it became obvious that we 
would have one. By July 10, the overflow had started. 

On the contrary of many statements, 2020 was not 
a record year in tourism in the region. There was a 
13% decrease in attendance overall, but that is valid 
for May to October inclusively. July and August were 
special in that some people went wild not having 
many opportunities to escape from their everyday life.

Quebec’s Department of Tourism gave the green 
light on June 15. Quebecers could travel. In fact, 
some had already started to do so, when the police-
monitored interregional boundaries were lifted, on 
May 18. 

This year, the regions were not compartmentalized 
but until the end of May, or the beginning of June in 
some cases, policeman were allowed to give infrac-

Editorial section
tion tickets to people from red zones travelling in yel-
low or green zones. Despite that, tourists were seen 
in the Gaspé Peninsula starting about mid-May, 
sometimes before. They were discrete in their man-
ners but not always visually, considering the relatively 
high number of campers with bicycles and kayaks cir-
culating on our roads.  

As of June 18, most inn owners saw an increase 
in clientele. The season is two weeks ahead of the 
average year, 2020 excluded. 

Gaspesians might need patience for the next three 
months. The municipal administrations that were 
caught off-guard last year, mainly in Gaspé and Percé 
but also in Chandler, New Richmond and Carleton, 
have been preparing for an overflow for months. So-
lutions have been planned and will be applied. 

We will still see people finding beaches to spend 
the night. Some people will also decide to sleep in 
their car or in a restaurant parking lot. In fact, it has 
already started as well. 

However, the scenario we imagine when we see 
that might not always warrant criticism. What if the 
restaurant owner has agreed to have a family spend 
the night in the parking lot because the parents are 
exhausted and can’t make it the same day to their 
destination? What if one family member is sick, or if 
the vehicle has a mechanical problem? Is judging 
necessary when we ignore the context? Is posting 
those situations on social media a must? Sometimes 
it might be a good idea but it must be evaluated ac-
cording to a case-by-case approach.  

We complain a lot about the garbage left behind 
by tourists but there were very few tourists in the re-
gion a month ago and some road shoulders and 
ditches were already conspicuously filthy. We can be 
negligent too. 

The pandemic constraints have given added-value 
to the concept of escape. A lot of people had forgotten 
over the years that they need an escape. 

Last year, the Gaspé Peninsula became the focal 
point of those escapes. Because the region had 
scored points over the previous years in tourism, it 
was chosen as the main destination of the Quebecers 
who could travel. Activities were also so limited in 
urban centres like Montreal and Quebec that our re-
gion filled some needs. 

The situation is different this year. Restaurants are 
open in Montreal and Quebec City. More Quebecers 
will travel this year because of the vaccines. The con-
gestion of some Gaspé Peninsula areas last year and 

the reports made about that reality will convince some 
people to opt for other destinations. The Charlevoix 
county is already targeted by a lot of people, while 
2020 was very quiet there. 

We will likely see more people this year, but 
spread more evenly than last year over a season that 
might stretch as far as the end of October, if the fourth 
pandemic wave doesn’t reach us before. 

So people not directly tied to tourism spinoffs must 
work on their capacity to deal with a certain dose of 
adversity and build up some patience. We must un-
derstand that even if tourism is not everyone’s liveli-
hood in this region, we mostly benefit from it indirectly. 
Some youth are developing new attractions, new ven-
tures because of tourists. Overall, those youth con-
tribute to the year-round social and economic fabric 
of the Gaspé Peninsula. 

At the same time, we must keep a close eye on 
over-tourism, a distinct possibility if we lose sight of 
that notion. The Gaspé Peninsula certainly fills the 
needs of a growing part of the population, whether 
that population comes from Quebec, Canada, the 
United States, Europe or other parts of the world. 
There are enough possible tourists out there, that 
consequently if we were to greet them all, it could ruin 
the Coast! 

The idea is finding a balance and this year might 
be a good occasion to start the assessment exercise 
required to eventually find that balance. 

Gilles Gagné
Commentary

COVID-19 situation remains stable for a third week 
in the Gaspé Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands

                   Gilles Gagné

MARIA – The Gaspé Penin-

sula and the Magdalen Islands 

recorded 17 new cases of 

COVID-19 during the third 

week of June, exactly the same 

number as the previous week. 

The situation since the begin-

ning of June is characterized by 

stability considering that 16 

new cases had been reported 

during the week that covered 

the last days of May and the 

first of June. 

All the 17 cases of the June 

11 to June 18 period were tied 

to the Haute-Gaspésie MRC 

except one, a rare Magdalen Is-

lands case. As of June 18, 19 

active cases were reported in 

the whole region, exactly the 

same number as on June 11. 

There was a small resurgence 

to 28 active cases between 

those two dates. 

Only three new cases were 

recorded in the region by the 

Public Health Board during the 

four days leading to June 18. 

That day, almost all the active 

cases of the Gaspé Peninsula 

and the Magdalen Islands were 

based in the Haute-Gaspésie 

MRC. The number of hospital-

ized people suffering from the 

coronavirus was still standing 

at two as of June 18. At one 

point over the previous days, a 

third person was briefly hospi-

talized. 

The vaccination campaign 

is still progressing in the re-

gion. As of June 14, 78.3% of 

Gaspesians and Magdalen Is-

landers had received their first 

vaccine shot, and the propor-

tion of the region’s population 

having received the booster 

shot was almost 24.5%. In 

both cases, it was slightly 

more than 10% above the 

Quebec average, which was 

68% for the first vaccine and 

13% for the second shot re-

spectively. 

It is worth noting that 

100% of the region’s people 

aged 70 or more have received 

their first shot, and 59.1% of 

that regional population’s 

cross section had been vacci-

nated twice. 

Situation for Avignon  

residents is complicated 

Meanwhile, thanks to an-

other last minute change by the 

New Brunswick health author-

ities, residents of Avignon will 

have to continue to register in 

advance to enter that Maritime 

province. 

On June 16, New 

Brunswick took the second 

step towards returning to the 

green phase under the COVID-

19 recovery plan. It was two 

weeks ahead of the originally 

planned date. Travellers from 

Canada who are vaccinated 

can in theory enter the province 

without having to undergo a 

period of isolation and the 

province also announced that 

the residents of the Atlantic 

bubble, the Avignon MRC and 

Témiscouata MRC included, 

no longer had to register in ad-

vance to travel to the province. 

However, the June 16 press 

release was amended and it 

now reads that all travellers 

from outside the Atlantic 

provinces going to New 

Brunswick will have to con-

tinue to register their trip. 

The government was not 

providing any further explana-

tion for this change as of June 

18. The mayor of Campbellton, 

Ian Comeau, told Radio-

Canada that from what he saw, 

it is faster when people regis-

ter, although it is not compul-

sory. 
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BAY OF CHALEUR: 
SADC experienced a very good year in 2021

MARIA – The SADC Baie-
des-Chaleurs experienced a 
prolific year in 2020, according 
to the results presented on June 
2 at the annual general meet-
ing. Nearly $2,760,000 was in-
vested to support business 
initiatives in the territory 
served by the organization. 

The SADC Baie-des-
Chaleurs has played a leading 
role for businesses in the terri-
tory over the past year, marred 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For the financial year that 
ended on March 31, the organ-
ization made record contribu-
tions totaling $2.42 million in 
loans and invested nearly 
$335,000 in non-repayable 
contributions in 2020-2021.  

SADC, therefore, presented 
very positive results despite an 
eventful year. The president of 
the organization, Charles 
Guérette, also wished to high-
light the 25 years of service of 
the director general of the 
SADC, Lyne Lebrasseur, and 
the excellence of her work. 

During 2020-2021, the 
SADC locally administered the 
Government of Canada's Re-
gional Assistance and Recov-

ery Fund aimed at facilitating 
access to financing for busi-
nesses struggling with ad hoc 
cash flow due to the pandemic. 
"Thanks to the Regional Assis-
tance and Recovery Fund more 
than $1.6 million was invested 
in the form of loans or grants to 
support businesses in the Bay 
of Chaleur," said Mr. Guérette. 
Under the FARR, 54 loans 
were granted in 48 organiza-
tions, of which 58% came from 
the service sector. 

In addition to the assistance 
and recovery envelope, SADC 
also invested $285,447 in the 
form of loans under the Youth 
Strategy Fund and $769,333 
under the Investment Fund, 
which enabled 26 projects to 
be carried out. 

"We are proud to have 
helped maintain and create 236 
jobs during the past year, says 
Ms. Lebrasseur. We have con-
tributed to the completion of 
projects representing more 

than $10.3 million (in total in-
vestment)." 
 

Environmental sector 
 

In addition to offering fi-
nancial services to businesses 
and organizations in the terri-
tory, the SADC invested in the 
community in the form of non-
repayable contributions. In 
2020-2021, the organization 
injected $26,179 into 17 proj-
ects promoting the sustainable 

development of its territory or 
the enhancement of its entre-
preneurs and its community. 

Also, $308,805 was in-
vested in 63 projects in the 
form of technical assistance, 
thanks in large part to the 
ATDEL program of the Re-
gional Assistance and Recov-
ery Fund, an envelope 
managed by the SADC. 

"Bay of Chaleur  businesses 
have benefited from this non-
refundable financial tool to use 
the services of an expert. For 
example, 56% of projects re-
ceived specialized support to 
ensure or optimize their digital 
turn,” says Ms. Lebrasseur. 

The SADC Baie-des-
Chaleurs has 211 members 
contributing to the develop-
ment of a vision for the future 
of the area and thus allow the 
creation, consolidation and de-
velopment of businesses and 
jobs. 

Over the past 37 years, the 
organization has injected more 
than $28.3 million into the re-
gional economy, generating 
total investments of over $ 165 
million in the community. 

SADC is a French acronym 
which stands for community 
development corporation. 

The SADC Baie-des-Chaleurs team consists of Vanessa Ratté, Annie Boudreau, Julie Bourdages, 
Marjolaine Clairmont, Lyne Lebrasseur and Diane Bujold.

Gilles Gagné

Photo: G. Gagné

Gaspésie Railway Society delivers 100th windmill blade train

SAINT-OMER – The 
Gaspésie Railway Society de-
livered its 100th windmill 
blade train to CN Rail on June 
16. Initiated in December 
2016, that traffic started with a 
contract of 600 blades signed 
in October of the same year 
and since then, 4,800 blades 
have been delivered to the 
main client of Gaspé’s LM 
Windpower plant, General 
Electric, which supplies those 
blades to customers mainly 
based in Texas. 

The blades are made in 
Gaspé but are trucked to New 
Richmond because the railway 
between Caplan and Gaspé, 
currently under repair, is not 
ready for traffic. The blades 
are put on flat rail cars in New 
Richmond. CN Rail takes the 
blades in Matapedia and deliv-
ers them to another American 
railway that makes the last leg 
of transport. In November 
2020, General Electric, which 
owns LM Windpower, and the 
Gaspésie Railway Society 

reached another agreement to 
extend the windmill blade traf-
fic for two additional years, so 
until the end of 2022. 

Éric Dubé, president of the 
Gaspésie Railway Society, ex-
plains that the windmill blade 

traffic was instrumental in the 
transporter’s bargaining power 
when it came time to convince 
the Quebec government to in-
vest in the line east of Caplan. 

“That windmill blade traf-
fic allowed us to become what 

we are today. Everything we 
put on the line helps and in that 
case, it was a major addition. 
That is how we were able to 
convince the Quebec govern-
ment to invest close to $250 
million in the refurbishment of 

the line, in fact $280 million 
when we add the federal funds 
to that. All that windmill blade 
hauling contributed,” explains 
Mr. Dubé. 

Without getting into many 
details, Éric Dube says that 
the windmill blade traffic 
brings in close to 50% of the 
annual revenues of the 
Gaspésie Railway Society. 
Those revenues total almost 
$10 million yearly. 

Éric Dubé doesn’t know for 
now what the windmill blade 
traffic by rail will look like 
after 2022. 

“We have no clue. It is a 
$10 million question. I can’t 
say that it is a worry but we 
sure think of it,” he says. 

The transporter’s results for 
the financial year that ended 
on March 31 should be known 
at the end of June. 

“In 2019-2020, we finished 
with a loss of half-a-million 
dollars because of the CN 
strike and the (Listuguj) block-
ade. It went better this year. 
We are very busy,” concludes 
Éric Dubé. 

The June 16 windmill blade train that rolled between New Richmond and Matapedia was the 
100th for the Gaspésie Railway Society since that type of traffic started in December 2016.

THEGASPESPEC.COM
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GASPÉ - Motorists in the 
Gaspé can now rent an electric 
vehicle thanks to a sharing pro-
gram, coordinated by the Régie 
intermunicipale de transport 
Gaspésie-Îles-de-la-Madeleine 
(RéGÎM). 

As of June 28, the TCiTé 
pilot project will be launched 
in partnership with the munic-
ipalities of Gaspé, Grande-
Rivière, Chandler, Maria, 
Carleton-sur-Mer and  Mag-
dalen Islands municipal gov-
ernments will make the 
electric vehicle available for 
rental to citizens after hours 
when municipal employees 
aren’t using them. In addition, 
the RéGÎM will also offer its 
vehicle. 

The carsharing platform has 
been available since June 21. 
"The first step will be registra-

tion on the management web-
site. There is a contact that is 
made with the management 
and there is a contract of un-
derstanding, a bit like when we 
go to rent a car,” explains 
RéGÎM director Marie-Andrée 
Pichette. 

The usage rate has been set 
at $7 an hour and "electric mo-
torists" will have to return their 
vehicle with a charge of at least 
70%. 

Reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions is the goal. “If peo-
ple take these electric vehicles 
instead of using their gasoline 
vehicles, we will add that to the 
balance sheet. It is a bit early to 
quantify the amount of green-
house gases saved, but it is 
clear that this will have an im-
pact,” adds RéGÎM president 
Daniel Côté. 

A participant in the project, 
Carleton-sur-Mer has been 
using electric vehicles since 

2014 and this gesture has 
helped develop a vision of the 
electrification of transport. 

In 2019, Carleton-sur-Mer 
joined the SAUVéR project 
with 16 other municipalities in 
Quebec to share the vehicle 
outside of the needs of munic-
ipal employees. “For us it was 
a win-win. The TCiTÉ project 
has reached the scale of the re-
gion and we decided to join it 
and buy a second vehicle and 
also to set up an electric service 
station," comments Mayor 
Mathieu Lapointe. 

The first vehicle has 
115,000 kilometres on it and is 
used usually in electric mode, 
while the second, 100% elec-
tric, is used by campsite em-
ployees and workers in 
municipal parks. 

“It is done without noise, 
without pollution. It’s really 
nice,” says the mayor with sat-
isfaction. 

Photo: N. Sergerie

Elected officials pose in front of part of the 
electric fleet available to citizens

Municipal electric vehicles 
now available for rent

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

GRANDE-RIVIÈRE - The 
mayor of Grande-Rivière is re-
acting strongly to the deadlock 
on the boat winter slip issue 
while Quebec is still trying to 
convince Ottawa. 

The fishing community and 
the Town have been asking for 
a 60-tonne gantry crane in the 
industrial park for four years, a 
project estimated at $2 million. 

The community (various 
stakeholders) is ready to inject 
$500,000 despite the govern-
ments having paid for 100% of 
infrastructure costs elsewhere, 
recalls the mayor, Gino Cyr, 
who had many discussions 
with the cabinet of the Minister 
of Fisheries of Quebec. 

According to the mayor, 
everything has been put in 
place to move the project for-
ward keeping in mind the pro-
tection of fishermen while a 
plan B is in preparation pend-

ing its realization. 
“It’s not normal that with a 

landed value of $36 million that 
we are still debating which pro-
gram can fund the infrastruc-
ture. I don't want to know what 
program. If there are no pro-
grams, take the Fisheries 
Fund,” says the mayor. 

Quebec in talks with Ottawa 

 
The Quebec minister re-

sponsible for fisheries de-
manded in April that Ottawa 
act on this file. Since then, 
André Lamontagne has been 
trying to convince the federal 
government to modify the ad-

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

Grande-Rivière winter slip: the dispute remains unresolved
ministrative rules of the Fish-
eries Fund to finance the gantry 
crane. 

The program emphasizes 
fostering innovation and often, 
according to him, it is done by 
building bigger boats. 

“It’s definitely an infra-
structure. A boat slip with a 
gantry crane is essential for the 
development of all of this," 
says the minister. 

According to Mr. Lamon-
tagne, Federal Minister 
Bernadette Jordan understands 
the importance of the project 
and is proposing the small craft 
harbours program, which is not 
working, according to Quebec. 

“We have the Quebec 
Fisheries Fund, which is a 
joint program between the 
federal government and Que-
bec and which is already 
funded. We think that this in-
frastructure really supports 
all of this innovation," says 
André Lamontagne. O n l y  
seven of the $42 million in 

the fund has been used, ac-
cording to a statement pre-
sented by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, dated May 1. 

"We asked the federal gov-
ernment to sit down and see 
what can be done," the minister 
concluded. 
 

Surplus for the Town 

 
Grande-Rivière achieved a 

surplus of $516,000 in 2020. 
The base excess is $385,000 

to which must be added a sum 
of $170,000 paid by Quebec in 
support of the pandemic. 

Renegotiating lower-rate 
loans saved some $10,000, but 
the spring tax break for taxpay-
ers cost $50,000. 

The accumulated surplus to-
tals $1.2 million. 

$48 million in investments 
are planned or in progress, in-
cluding the Carrefour d’inno-
vation, the elementary school 
gymnasium and water and 
sewer works. 

The minister responsible for fisheries in Quebec, André Lam-
ontagne.

Photo: N. Sergerie

Photo: Télé-Gaspé
Maurice Joncas died on June 13.

Gaspé loses another great:  
Maurice Joncas 
Nelson Sergerie 
GASPÉ - A great man of  arts and letters of  Gaspé passed away on 
June 13 in Gaspé. 

Maurice Joncas will have marked the cultural scene of  Gaspé and 
elsewhere with his books, poems, paintings and thousands of  stu-
dents he taught when he was a high school French teacher for 35 
years before retiring in 1996.  

In addition to these activities, the man who was born in Pointe-
Jaune on June 26, 1936, also practiced singing, participated in choirs 
and wrote song lyrics, while being the founder in 1969 of  the group 
Théâtre de l 'Astran of  Gaspé. 

Lover of  the French language, the 84-year-old received several dis-
tinctions: the Gaspésien Culture Merit Award and a Choral Citation 
from the Alliance des chorales du Québec in 1988, Gasp'Art Culture in 
1994 and the silver medal from the Order of  Merit of  the Federation 
of  Quebec School Boards in 1996. 

In an interview with Télé-Gaspé in 2016, Mr. Joncas recounted 
that writing skills came to him from his mother,  "I have no difficulty 
writing. I dare not brag about it. For me, writing is natural. You are 
going to give me a theme. Half  an hour later, you will have a great 
written text. It’s that simple,” he said 

"He is the author of  the Complainte de Forillon that every Gaspesian 
should know. The famous song is about the Forillon expropriations. 
He leaves behind an enormous work. He leaves behind a tremendous 
amount of  talent that he has trained,” stated Gaspé Mayor Daniel 
Côté, who speaks of  a great loss.
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Quebec: The time has come to take stock

GASPÉ - The elected repre-
sentatives representing the 
Gaspé Peninsula took advan-
tage of their return to the re-
gion to outline the highlights of 
the last parliamentary session 
in Quebec. 

In her report presented on 
June 15, Méganne Perry 
Mélançon mentions, among 
other things, the health crisis, 
the Chic-Chocs School Serv-
ices Centre, the lack of housing 
and daycare spaces and the 
Galt Project. 

Regarding the turmoil at the 
school service centre, the 
Member of the National As-
sembly takes note of the orga-
nizational diagnosis ordered by 
the board of directors, how-
ever, she mentions that results 
will only be recommendations. 
In her eyes, this is not enough. 

“Many people involved are 
asking for more formal support 
and that this support be pro-
vided by the minister himself. 
He has been approached on 
several occasions,” recalls the 
elected official. The report will 
be ready in September. 

Regarding the Galt Project, 
Ms. Méganne Perry Mélançon 
mentions the position of the 
Parti Québécois on the tabling 
of a bill to ban oil activities. 
The MNA called on the gov-
ernment on several occasions 
to demand the withdrawal of 
public investments in the proj-
ect located west of Gaspé.  

She also is concerned about 

housing suffering from a lack 
of investment and finds it ab-
normal that the MRC of 
Rocher-Percé should put an in-
centive of $5,000 on the table 
to promote the opening of new 
home childcare services, sub-
stituting for Quebec in stimu-
lating (an increase in) the 
number of childcare spaces. 
"This is not normal. There have 
been a few “micro-measures,” 
but there is also the issue of 
keeping the quality in the net-
work,” she says. 

While a thirteenth femini-
cide has occurred in Quebec, 
the member for Gaspé notes 
that the government has put 
measures in place, but she is 
asking for a comprehensive ac-
tion plan on this issue. 

Méganne Perry Mélançon 
adds that with the departures of 

Pierre Fitzgibbon and Marie-
Ève Proulx from economic de-
velopment, the government no 
longer talks about the regions 
in its action plan. 

With the gradual deconfine-
ment in the province, the MNA 
intends to return to the com-
munities to meet the citizens. 

The CISSS (Integrated 
Health and Social Services 
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The MNA for Gaspé,  
Méganne Perry-Mélançon

Photo:  N. Sergerie

Centre) catches the attention of 
Sylvain Roy. The triggering of 
the Auditor General's audit of 
the Gaspé Peninsula’s CISSS is 
a highlight for the newly inde-
pendent MNA for Bonaven-
ture. 

Sylvain Roy is unequivocal 
when it comes to looking back 
on the past few months. What's 
more, information continues to 

come in. “There are still people 
who want to talk to me. I still 
have information to pass on to 
the Office of the Auditor Gen-
eral. I will not be shy. If people 
have information, let them not 
hesitate to divulge it," says the 
elected official. 

Among the other elements 
that hold the member's atten-
tion are the retreat in Quebec 
on alcohol consumption during 
hunting; the payment of 
$40,000 to some 80 family 
childcare providers for the pur-
chase of toys; and a priority 
Quebec clause to retain timber 
in the province. 

Having Lyme disease rec-
ognized as an occupational dis-
ease as part of the study of Bill 
59 modernizing the Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Act is 
an important step, according to 
the elected official. 

“In my opinion, we deliv-
ered. We defended the people 
of Bonaventure. We still have 
great things to come,” con-
cludes Mr. Roy, who sits as an 
independent member after 
leaving the Parti Québécois on 
June 4. 

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE  
SEA-COAST PUBLICATIONS INC. 

(THE GASPÉ SPEC)  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

SATURDAY, JULY 3, 2021 
10:30 A.M.  AT THE 
NEW CARLISLE  

TOWN HALL  
Sanitary measures will be followed. 

A Zoom link will be available on Spec’s facebook  
page for those unable to attend in person.

Th
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Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.
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                Gilles Gagné

Migwite’tm’neg: Listuguj remembers June 11, 1981

LISTUGUJ – Hundreds of 

people gathered on June 11 in 

Listuguj to remember the 40 

years that passed since the 

June 1981 Sûreté du Québec 

police raids which occurred on 

June 11 and on June 20. A 

march was held between the 

Listuguj floating docks near 

the Interprovincial Bridge and 

the Powwow grounds. After 

the march, all the former chiefs 

of Listuguj, as well as current 

chief Darcy Gray, talked about 

their memories of the June 

1981 incidents, and the impact 

it had on the community in the 

following years. Brenda 

Gedeon probably summed it 

up like no one else when she 

said: “We never wavered. (…) 

Every time there is an issue 

worth fighting, let’s do it.”  

Five chiefs who are still 

alive received a framed gift 

showing a salmon, the salmon 

being the main purpose of the 

1981 incidents. Two chiefs 

who passed away were repre-

sented by a close member of 

their family. On the picture 

showing them, we see Wen-

dell Metallic, representing his 

father Alphonse, who was 

chief in June 1981, Allison 

Metallic, Gerry Wysote, 

Brenda Gedeon, current chief 

Darcy Gray, Dean Vicaire and 

Cass Jacques, representing the 

late Ronald Jacques. Scott 

Martin was absent because of 

commitments outside the re-

gion but he will receive his 

piece of art later. During the 

march, the salmon fishermen 

gathered on the river for a pa-

rade.

                 Cynthia Dow
NEW RICHMOND: - On 

Sunday, July 4, a unique oc-

casion will take place at St. 

Andrew’s United Church in 

New Richmond: the local 

Anglican Minister, the Rev-

erend Joshua Paetkau, will 

lead a combined congrega-

tion in Evening Prayer at 3 

p.m.  

Alice Dell, Chair of the 

Board of Stewards for St An-

drew’s, made the overture as 

one way of filling the pulpit 

in the absence of a full-time 

minister. “I am hoping that 

this will be the beginning of 

a regular sharing of ministry 

between our two churches,” 

she told SPEC.  

For his part, Father 

Paetkau has already offici-

ated at a funeral at St. An-

drew’s. “I am looking forward 

to it. I know that in Shi-

gawake the Anglicans and 

United Church were alternat-

ing every month, worshipping 

together in community. So 

definitely this fellowship is 

part of the history of our 

parish.” 

For the local Anglican 

church, St. Mary Magdalene, 

having closed its doors last 

fall, this is one way that the 

tiny congregation can partici-

pate in services in their own 

hometown. The closest Angli-

can church is in New Carlisle.  

While St. Andrew’s awaits 

the immigration of a minister 

from Africa, members of the 

flock, including Mrs. Dell, 

have been leading services. 

They have also arranged to 

have their former minister, 

Rev. Darla Sloan, and her 

From the left: Shirley Duncan, People’s Warden for St. Mary Magdalene’s; Father Joshua 
Paetkau; and Alice Dell, Chair of the Board of Stewards for St Andrew’s.

husband, Rev. Denis Fortin, 

take over the reins and the 

Manse for six weeks this 

United Church invites Anglicans to combined services

Photo: C. Dow

summer. The July 4 service 

will begin with the usual 

gospel hymns, and during the 

service, Rev. Paetkau’s wife, 

Bathany, will provide music 

and solo performances.  
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  Gilles Gagné

RESTIGOUCHE INCIDENTS: (part 2) 
Trial was a “masquerade” says Attorney Cormier

CARLETON – Following the 

major salmon fishing raid on 

June 11, 1981, the Sûreté du 

Québec riot squad arrested a 

dozen citizens of Listuguj and 

sent them to prison in New 

Carlisle.  

Busy with other cases, Car-

leton-based lawyer Nérée 

Cormier was in the courthouse 

adjacent to the prison when 

they arrived. 

“I was asked to represent 

them. Of the 12 men arrested, 

two, Donald Germain and 

Robert Barnaby, were for-

mally charged with resisting 

arrest while engaged in illegal 

fishing. They appeared and 

they were released under con-

ditions,” notes Nérée Cormier, 

who is still practicing law. 

Within hours of the first 

raid, the leaders of what was 

then called the Indian Nations 

of Canada moved the assem-

bly that was initially supposed 

to be held in Victoria to Lis-

tuguj, in solidarity with the 

Mi'gmaqs. Attorney Cormier 

then received a message from 

a national Aboriginal repre-

sentative. 

“I'm being asked to go to 

the hotel where they were 

There was a stormy and tense 

atmosphere. Several Natives 

were present, including Chief 

(Alphonse) Metallic. There 

were police officers, white 

supporters for the white 

cause,” he stresses. 

The lawyer is still marked 

by the court's lack of respect 

for the rights of the accused at 

trial. "I had leaned over to 

consult my assistant at one 

point and the judge said, 

‘Nerée, you don't need that 

guy.’ It was also a lack of re-

pher from the Oak Bay area of 

Pointe-à-la-Croix who was a 

freelance photographer at the 

time. The judge even said that 

some Mi’gmaqs had hired Mr. 

Keays, as if they intended to 

do something wrong. 

Forty years later, Sterling 

Keays recalls vividly what 

happened on the morning of 

June 11, 1981. He went to the 

Broadlands area of 

Ristigouche Southeast, having 

heard that a police operation 

was brewing. After passing a 

police convoy, he went 

straight to the wharf where he 

took 144 photos. 

“I was there because I was 

at a friend’s house the day be-

fore and a Native friend called 

him asking if he wanted some 

salmon. He said he needed to 

get rid of a lot of salmon be-

cause he heard there was 

going to be a police raid the 

following morning. I was not 

very employed at the time and 

was pulling in a few bucks by 

taking real estate photos for 

the real estate agents. I 

thought this might be an op-

portunity to get some photos. I 

had no idea what to do with 

them.  I went to the bridge that 

night and hung around for a 

bit but nothing happened. The 

next morning, I went towards 

Broadlands very early and met 

a convoy of police cars. I took 

a few photos and hightailed it 

to the bridge through a field. I 

arrived shortly after the police 

and managed to get photos of 

them marching toward the na-

tive fishing boats. I stayed 

around as long as I had film of 

which was about 4 rolls of 36. 

When I was out of film I went 

home to my darkroom and 

started processing the film. I 

still had no idea what to do 

with it but knew I had some-

thing valuable. A friend 

dropped by and suggested I 

call some newspapers, which 

I did, and ended up selling, 

probably much too cheap, to a 

couple of local papers and 

eventually to the Canadian 

Press,” 

Eleven months later, Ster-

ling Keays, an important wit-

ness considering the timing 

and quality of his photos, was 

called to testify at the trial of 

Donald Germain and Robert 

Barnaby. 

“When I was asked (sum-

moned) to go to court, they 

wanted copies of all my pho-

tos and of course (they 

wanted) me to testify, if 

needed. I thought I was doing 

them a favour and mounted 

them on presentation boards, 

which did not go over well. 

The lawyer asked me to re-

move the photos from the 

the arrests. They were pulled 

by the hair. We had photos 

showing that elderly people 

had been taken out of their 

homes. We had a picture of a 

detained Mi'gmaq with his 

hair wrapped around a baton." 

Judge Mercier, neverthe-

less, found Donald Germain 

and Robert Barnaby guilty 

and sentenced them to a fine 

of $250 each and one year of 

probation. “I was not happy, 

and neither were the Natives. 

Rights were violated. The 

judge and the  crown prosecu-

tor were biased,” says Nérée 

Cormier. 

The defendants took the 

case to the Superior Court, 

"which has the power to ap-

peal to the Court of Quebec on 

questions of law," notes the 

lawyer. 

The trial was heard a year 

Lawyer Nérée Cormier points out that there was no democ-
racy in Listuguj on June 11, 1981.

Photo: Gilles Gagné

Photo: Courtesy of the National Film Board of Canada

boards which left a waxy 

residue on the back. They 

were mounted with hit wax, 

the method to mount things at 

the time. This is probably why 

they (the judge and the crown 

prosecutor) thought they were 

altered in some way. I did not 

and could not have altered the 

content of the photos at that 

point in my life. My darkroom 

skills were not that advanced. 

I could do it now using photo-

shop, but certainly not then,” 

explains Sterling Keays. 

Nérée Cormier recalls that 

“the 1982 Constitution had 

just come out in April and I 

was not familiar, like others, 

with its application in the ter-

ritory of Quebec since it had 

not been signed by Quebec. 

To be frank, the debate was on 

the level of non-respect of in-

dividual common law rights 

for arrests without cause. The 

Natives had been called bas-

tards, whores during the raid. 

They had been beaten during 

later by Judge Louis Doiron, 

"a judge of great experience 

and unfailing impartiality. At 

one point, I was questioning a 

policeman. The judge told 

him: “We obey an order when 

it is legal, not when it is ille-

gal.” During the first trial, 

Judge Mercier had lost con-

trol. It was a masquerade. 

When Judge Doiron looked at 

the evidence, he concluded 

that individual and collective 

rights cannot be violated like 

that for a case of alleged ille-

gal fishing," says Attorney 

Cormier. 

Judge Doiron acquitted 

Donald Germain and Robert 

Barnaby in August 1983 based 

on the number of errors of fact 

and law at the first trial. 

“The Mi'gmaq community 

was raided like in war condi-

tions. I have never seen such a 

clear abuse of rights. It was 

not a democracy on June 11, 

1981,” concludes Nérée 

Cormier. 

Salmon fisherman René Martin was being held by the hair when 
he was led to a police car.

Photo: Sterling Keays

Donald Germain was brutally arrested on June 11, 1981 before 
being charged at the New Carlisle courthouse

staying in Campbellton. They 

want to know what happened 

in court. I reported to them. 

They asked me if I felt capa-

ble of representing them 

(Donald Germain and Donald 

Barnaby). I said, ‘yes.’ There 

were lawyers, I believe, in 

their group. I was offered sup-

port," adds Mr. Cormier. 

“We pleaded not guilty. 

The trial was set for May 3, 

1982, before Judge Yvon 

Mercier of the Quebec Court. 

spect for my assistant, who 

was in a wheelchair." 

Judge Mercier made other 

surprising comments in court, 

telling Donald Germain: "I 

don't believe you at all, Ger-

main. I don’t believe you at 

all." He didn’t believe either 

of the defence witnesses, Fay 

Metallic and Sally Caplin. 

The judge also heavily crit-

icized the photos in evidence, 

saying they were rigged by 

Sterling Keays, a photogra-
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Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca

 Felix Atencio-Gonzales

Joe Labobe walked up to the 
armed policemen and holding 
his ax, he drew a line on the 
ground between him and the 
police and told them in Mi'g-
maw “You don't cross this 
line.” The policemen couldn’t 
understand the words but his 
intense stare and determina-
tion was an eloquent gesture 
of an Elder that wanted to 
protect his community. The 
unforgettable moment was 
caught by this photo, as a tes-
timony of Joe Labobe’s stand 
during the Listuguj raid in 
1981. 

Mr. Benny Vicaire remem-
bers: “He was pushed to the 
limits and reacted to protect 
what was his: his community 
and his people. He was a 
well-respected Elder, a kind 

gentleman, and a fine person 
to talk to. He thought it was 
his duty and he did it right be-
cause it was not the first time 
they stepped over us.” Mr. Vi-
caire remembers this elder, 
more known for his ability as 
a carpenter and a devoted 
choir member of the St-
Annе’s Church. 
 Joe Labobe was a skilled 
mason and a master carpenter 
that lead a team to work on 
various church projects. “He 
and his crew did all the fancy 
woodwork inside the 
church,” said Benny Vicaire 
who as a young person joined 
the Mi’gmaq choir when Joe 
Labobe was its leader. They 
sang in Mi’gmaw at funerals, 
weddings, and other cere-
monies. 
  When there were no jobs 
available in the community, 

he worked in Cross Point, 
Matapedia, and surrounding 
areas. “He didn’t go to school 
to learn his skills and some of 
his work in Cross Point and 
Listuguj is still there,” re-
marks Mr. Vicaire.    

Joe Labobe chose to speak 
Mi’gmaw even in situations 
where he could use his lim-
ited English knowledge. At 
work or when buying milk or 
butter at a store, he would 
speak Mi’gmaw even if the 
store clerk didn’t understand, 
as a way to encourage and 
reaffirm the validity of his 
language.   

He also spoke in Mi’g-
maw to warn the police. The 
line he drew is gone now but 
many people still remember 
with admiration this elder 
who stood up to an extraordi-
nary moment. 

Restigouche 
incidents:  
Elder Joe 
Labobe

Reflections  

 

by 

 

Diane Skinner Flowers

The Year Without a Summer 
The weather has taken a turn for the better. Warmer tem-

peratures bring us hope for the lovely summer days ahead. We 
are making plans to spend time outdoors. Gardens are being 
planted and lawn furniture has been placed outside. The 
clothes we wear are making the big transition to suit the sea-
sonal change. It is no exaggeration to say that we wait for sum-
mer with high hopes of  long, sunny days.  

However, in the year 1816, Gaspesians had a very real rea-
son for being alarmed about the weather.  It was the year with-
out a summer. The effects on the crops and, therefore, the 
people and animals who lived here were devastating. 

Strange weather that year caused famine across the North-
ern Hemisphere and that included here on the Gaspé.  The 
cause of  this very unusual weather is believed to have been 
the eruption of  a volcano, Mount Tamboro, in Indonesia ear-
lier that spring.  It was the greatest eruption in over 1,000 years. 
Huge amounts of  volcanic dust settled over the Northern 
Hemisphere. This along with a year of  low solar activity com-
bined to create the “Year Without a Summer.” 

Inhabitants of  the Gaspé reported seeing a type of  fog all 
that spring and summer.  This was caused by the volcanic ash 
that filled the atmosphere.  It must have been a strange and 
frightening sight for the inhabitants of  this peninsula.  The 
sun could not break through.  Keep in mind the people did not 
have access to news, social media and weather reports. They 
did not know what was happening or why. 

Crops that were planted that spring did not flourish. What 
remained was killed by frost and in early June heavy snowfall 
was reported.  Through July and August some lakes and rivers 
were still ice covered.  Along with the lack of  sunlight were 
curious changes in temperature.  Some days the temperature 
spiked at 35 degrees Celsius and within a matter of  hours 
dropped to freezing. 

As the summer of  1816 progressed, the inhabitants of  the 
Gaspé realized that their situation was dire.  On the peninsula 
there were almost no crops for harvesting in the fall and no 
quick or easy access to alternative markets and little money to 
buy all the staples required to feed families and animals.  The 
prices for what little that was available went sky high because 
of  the great demand for food coupled with the low supplies.  
The government stepped in and supplied some food for the 
desperate people.   

We can only hope that we never see a “Year Without a Sum-
mer” but it is doubtful that it would be so difficult for us to 
survive in these times. As a society we just went through a 
global pandemic and very few people in Canada experienced 
life threatening hunger. We might not have been able to buy 
toilet paper or yeast for a while, but we made do with shortages.  
 We can only imagine how challenging it was for our ances-
tors. I have said it before, and likely will at least say it one more 
time that our Gaspesian ancestors were a hardy people.  They 
struggled just to survive and survive they did.  If  your ances-
tors are Gaspesian, be proud because you have a right to be.  
A little bit of  them is part of  you.  

CALL OR EMAIL FOR 
INFORMATION  
REGARDING  
AVAILABLE  

PACKAGES AND  
PRICING

FEATURE YOUR BUSINESS WHERE IT COUNTS 
THE GASPÉ SPEC BUSINESS DIRECTORY

418-752-5400 

specs@globetrotter.net

 Photo: Courtesy of Wi'gatign.



ROBERTS: Vera (Simon) 
     In loving memory of a dear mother, mother-in-
law, grandmother and great-grandmother who 
passed away June 26, 2020. 
Though her smile is gone forever, 
And her hands we cannot touch, 
Still we have so many mermories 
Of the one we love so much. 
Her memory is our keepsake 
With which will never part. 
God has her in his keeping. 
We have her in our hearts. 
     We love and miss you, Mum. Always remem-
bered and sadly missed by Eleanor (Clayton),  
Garfield (Sandra), Carolyn, Donald (Frank) and 
families.

ARSENAULT: Isabelle 
     In loving memory of a dear friend who passed 
away June 26, 2020. 
Today brings memories 
Of a dear friend gone to rest. 
She will never be forgotten 
By the ones who loved her best. 
     Friends for 45 years. You are a great miss, Joan.  

FOURNIER: Flora Mullin 
     In memory of a loving wife, mother, grand- 
mother, great-grandmother, Flora Mullin Fournier, 
who passed away July 5, 2017. 
The moment that you died 
Our hearts were torn in two. 
One side filled with heartache, 
The other died with you. 
We often lay awake at night 
When the world is fast asleep, 
And take a walk down memory lane 
With tears upon our cheeks. 
Remembering you is easy. 
We do it every day, 
But missing you is heartache 
That never goes away. 
We hold you tightly within our hearts 
And there you will remain 
Until the joyous day arrives 
That we will meet again. 
     Always remembered by your family. 

nnouncements...A

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations  
of Monument Craftsmen

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,  
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS  

SALES REP: 

Steven Imhoff                          418-752-6041  

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond 
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The New Carlisle 
Funeral Association 

extends sympathy to the family of  
Constance Billingsley

In  Memory
PURCHASE YOUR  

ANNOUNCEMENT ONLINE AT  
THEGASPESPEC.COM

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

SIDIAR

DIST
DIES

SUB RYY OF

BONA
125, R
Bona
418 5

Pro com.sgie

, DEF
TTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTSS :

SEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL F,, GAS AND MOTOR OIL

4

216D
AAVVENTURE

Route 132
aventure QC  G0C 1E0
534-2777

CHANDLER
125, Route Leblanc
Pabos QC  G0C 1K0
418 689-2595

GASPÉ
D, Montée Sandy Beach

Gaspé QC  G4X 2B3
4118 368-8777

harnoiseneroud to serve you!Pro

119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gaël Tremblay, notary

Serge Barriault, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

GROUPE

GROUP



Page 14, June 23, 2021 - Spec

Are you Media Smart? 

This project has been made possible by the Community Media Strategic Support Fund offered 
jointly by the Official Language Minority Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.Funded by the Government of Canada

If you are a member, volunteer or employee of a community organization,  
municipality or non-profit organization, you are invited to help THE GASPÉ SPEC  

kick off its new MEDIA SMARTS project by completing this survey.  

Please go to the following link to fill out the survey:  https://forms.gle/v1wGcnBGptTBtFoXA

YORK: 
York River 

Community Centre 
Annual AGM 

June 28: The Annual General 
meeting for the York River 
Community Centre will take 
place at 7 p.m. at the York 
River Community Centre.  At-
tendance is limited to 25 peo-
ple.  All Covid rules apply. For 
more information, please con-
tact Tony Patterson at 418-
368-3276 or gaspe45@hot 
mail.com. 
 
GASPE:  

Gaspe Cancer 
Foundation 

The citizens of the MRC of 
Côte de Gaspé are asked to 

COAST ROUND-UP COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week 
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

COAST ROUND-UP UNITED CHURCH  
Sunday, June 27  
10 a.m. Hope Town

ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 

OF CANADA 
Sunday, June 27  

New Carlisle 
10 a.m. Morning Prayer 

Port Daniel 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
7 p.m. Evening Prayer 

on facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/ 

joshua.paetkau/.

Please be 
advised that all 

cheques must be 
made payable to 

THE GASPÉ SPEC

please note that the Annual 
Gaspe Cancer Foundation 
Membership Campaign is in 
full swing. May we remind you 
that membership fees are $12 
per year.  New members have 
a 30-day waiting period be-
fore being eligible to receive 
their travel assistance. 
If you are a member in good 
standing, are afflicted with 
cancer, and must travel out-
side the region for treatment, 
you are eligible for the follow-
ing travel assistance: Chandler 
$50, Maria $80, Rimouski 
$190, Rivière-du-Loup $210 
Québec $240, Montreal and 
Sherbrooke $300. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Drive-In Gospel 
Meetings 

Meetings at Fair Haven Bible 

Campgrounds. Sundays at 2 
p.m. Rain or Shine. COVID-19 
considerations/social distanc-
ing will be respected. All are 
welcome - invite a friend! For 
more information, please call 
418-752-3372. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Heritage New Carlisle 
Afternoon Tea 

Every Wednesday beginning 
June 30 until August 25, The 
Kempffer Centre will be hold-
ing afternoon tea.  There will 
be two sittings available at 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m. and 3:15 p.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. with options of 
indoors or outdoor balcony. 
Adults $10 and $7 for children 
under 12. Reservation is re-
quired by calling 418-752-
1334 or by email at 
heritagenc@globetrotter.net.  

For your security the Kempffer 
Centre now has two air puri-
fiers which will be running at 
all times during the tea.  Also, 
windows and doors will be 
open for maximun air flow. 
 
ROTARY CLUB WINNERS 
The winners for the week of 
June 6 are: James Martin, 
Anita Goulet, Mareille Aubut, 
Gaétane Leblanc, Huguette Ar-
senault, Martin Duguay and 
Régis Cyr.
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idea, Gemini. Just do not mistake ob-

session for focus. You need to pace 

yourself if you are going to be effec-

tive.   

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you are on the move this 

week, but it is ideal to have a plan 

and not leave things to chance. Look 

ahead and see if you can pinpoint po-

tential pitfalls. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 

It’s possible to achieve great things 

this week, Leo. Your accomplish-

ments will ultimately depend on how 

much you are able to focus on the 

tasks at hand. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 

A financial windfall or a new job op-

portunity may be coming your way, 

Virgo. This will be the breakthrough 

you need right now after a series of 

setbacks. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 

When someone asks for your help 

drawing up a travel itinerary, you have 

plenty of ideas at the ready. Put all of 

your effort into the task and enjoy the 

fun. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 

Responsibilities will be easier to han-

dle very soon, Scorpio. The tasks 

won’t become less difficult, but there 

are plenty of helping hands ready to 

back you up. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 

You could find yourself in a position 

where you can take on a leadership 

role, Sagittarius. Do not hesitate to 

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 

A setback of some kind may occur 

this week, Aries. Do not get too wor-

ried about it just yet. Adversity can 

be an excellent avenue toward per-

sonal growth. 

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you may need to postpone a 

project you were hoping to begin this 

week. As long as it does not get 

pushed any further, you should be 

fine.  

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 

It is easy to get carried away with an 

accept this promotion because it can 

be great for your career. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 

Capricorn, you may be easily swayed 

this week by a smooth-talking 

stranger. Figure out if this person can 

be trusted by offering opportunities to 

prove his or her trustworthiness. 

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 

You may think that an opportunity has 

passed you by, Aquarius, but don’t 

get too worried just yet. It’s possible 

to regain your momentum quite 

quickly. 

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 

You may have to admit that the plan 

you put in place has a few kinks to be 

worked out, Pisces. These modifica-

tions are relatively simple. 

On the lighter side...

Morning coffee with news from afar 

On the shores of Lake Tanganyika, Bernard Moulins is sip-

ping black coffee from local Burundian beans. The clouds vis-

ible on the horizon amass on the mountains of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, a little over 1.5km away.

The Gaspé Spec gets around...Why do we say... by Gary Briand 

Some years ago a woman from Gaspé told me she thought the words "chaplain" and 

"chapel" were connected. I did know that both words came from French. 

My research turned up very interesting. First of all, St. Martins of Tours became a Chris-

tian while he served in the army of Constantine. According to Butler's Lives of the Saints. 

Martin " ... in a very hard winter, during a severe frost, met at the gates of a city a poor man 

almost naked begging alms from those who passed by. Martin, who had nothing but his own 

clothes, noted that the passing crowd offered no alms to the poor creature. Seeing that, Mar-

tin drew his sword and cut his own cloak into two pieces, gave one portion to the freezing 

man and wrapped himself tight in the remaining half." 

That very night Martin saw a vision of Christ "... dressed in that half of the cloak he had 

given away." He immediately decided to become a Christian and enter religious life. He rose 

so high in the Church that he became the Bishop of Tours in France and performed miracles 

to cure the sick and fund the poor beggars. 

After he died (about 400 A.D.) the kings of 

France adopted him as their patron saint. 

As they had inherited from Martin the half 

tunic that he had retained so many years 

before, they had it placed in a box that then 

visited holy places. In time, it became a sa-

cred relic. In that box the piece of fabric 

became a "cappella" and the soldiers who 

carried it from town to town were called 

"cappellani". 

From these two words derived the 

French words "chapelle" and "chapelain." 

The first of these means a sacred sanctuary 

and the second a person who carries the 

relic to the sacred place.

 

 

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 
 

JUNE 20 

Nia Sioux, Dancer (20) 

JUNE 21 

Lana Del Rey, Singer (36) 

JUNE 22 

Meryl Streep, Actress (72) 

JUNE 23 

Jason Mraz, Singer (44) 

JUNE 24 

Mindy Kaling, Actress (42) 

JUNE 25 

La La Anthony, Actress (40) 

JUNE 26 

Nick Offerman, Actor (51) 

 

Driftwood  treasures...
On the Gaspé we have an abundance of driftwood. Why not 
take something that has no use and make something artistic 
and beautiful for our homes...



Photo: D. Skinner
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There is nothing that com-

pares to the scent and beauty 

of lilacs to confirm that 

spring has well and truly 

taken hold. The lilac 

branches bow under the 

weight of their flowers.  

Memories of lilacs cut and 

carefully placed in water and 

displayed on the kitchen 

table make a person wistful 

for the springs that have 

come and gone.   Lo and be-

hold they bloom again each 

spring to bring us their 

beauty.  Enjoy them right 

now because they only 

bloom for about three weeks.  

Lilacs begin as small 

bushes and can grow from 

bushes of 6 inches to trees 

that are 30 (or more) feet 

high. Lilacs are a member of 

the olive family and there are 

about 25 species of them. Eu-

ropean colonists first brought 

them over to North America 

in the 1750s.   

Lilacs grow in panicles (a 

loose cluster of flowers) 

                       Diane Skinner

thrive in a well-drained soil, 

and actually produce more 

flowers if they are NOT 

pruned or thinned out.   

Lilac wood is very hard 

and has been used histori-

cally for making knife han-

dles and woodwind musical 

instruments.  The compelling 

reason to plant lilac trees is 

that they attract bees and we 

know that without bees we 

are in big trouble. Butterflies 

and hummingbirds are at-

Lilacs cut and carefully 
placed in water bring back 

memories of springs that have 
come and gone. 

Lilac first aid In the spring, place a layer of rich compost around the bush or tree. Add some mulch which will help the plant to retain moisture. If there is a lack of rain during lilac season, less than 2 centimetres per week, water the lilacs. Do not overfertilize.  
 

When the lilacs are finished blooming, spread some old (aged) manure and lime around the base. Trim the bush and remove any branches that are spindly or are “dead wood.” Cut back any weak branches. If your lilac is in seriously bad shape, you can cut it back. In fact, cut the oldest canes (stems) right down to the ground.  In the most serious cases, cut the whole thing back to six to eight inches from the ground. Be warned – it will take a few years to grow back. Sometimes, there is no other remedy.  

tracted to them too.  

Lilacs are said to symbol-

ize love and we can see why.  

They are lovely and heavily 

perfumed.  Purple lilacs have 

the strongest smell on a 

sunny, warm day.  

There are many areas of 

the world that hold lilac fes-

tivals.  In Russia, it is be-

lieved that if you hold a sprig 

of lilacs over a newborn it 

will give them wisdom. The 

ancient Celts thought that 

lilacs were magical, mainly 

because of their beautiful 

smell. In Victorian times, 

lilacs were considered a sym-

bol of old and enduring love. 

In fact, widows would wear 

lilacs for three weeks during 

the lilacs’ blooming period.  

The lilacs are blooming 

on the Gaspé, and they were 

worth waiting for.  When 

they bloom you know that 

the cycle of seasonal rebirth 

has truly begun. 

The smell of moist earth  
and lilacs hang in the air 

like wisps of the past  
and hints of the future. 

Lilacs: Stop and smell the flowers 

Photo: Stock photo

Saint-Jean Baptiste Day is 

celebrated annually on June 

24 in Quebec and by French 

Canadians across Canada. 

English speakers may refer to 

it as St. John the Baptist Day. 

The day is also referred to as 

La Saint-Jean, Fête nationale 

du Quebec or Quebec’s Na-

tional Holiday. The tradition 

was brought to Canada by 

French Canadian settlers who 

celebrated the feast day of the 

nativity (birth) of St. John the 

Baptist. In 1925 it was estab-

lished as a public holiday in 

Quebec.  

St. John the Baptist was a 

Jewish preacher who bap-

tized Jesus in the River Jor-

dan. In Quebec on that day, 

Quebec schools, post offices 

and government services and 

most businesses are closed. A 

variety of events are organ-

ized including concerts, 

sports events, parades and 

                       Diane Skinner

fireworks. Small local cele-

brations may feature yard 

sales, picnics and bonfires on 

the beach.  

For thousands of years, 

midsummer festivals were 

held in Europe. When people 

converted to Christianity, 

St. John the Baptist was a Jewish 
preacher who baptized Jesus  

in the River Jordan. 

some of these celebrations 

were combined with the feast 

days for Christian saints.  

The day that honours Saint 

Jean has evolved to be na-

tionalistic in Quebec. In 1834 

a Montreal journalist was in-

spired to create an event for 

French Canadians after ob-

serving St. Patrick’s Day 

events in that city.  Ludger 

Duvernay established a group 

called the Saint Jean Baptiste 

Society. The Catholic Church 

in Quebec supported this ini-

tiative. In 1908 St. John was 

designated the patron Saint of 

Quebec.  

On the day, many people 

choose to wear blue and 

white to express their na-

tional pride. This represents 

the flag of the province of 

Quebec which is blue and 

white with four fleurs-de-lis. 

On June 24 you will likely 

see many flags being dis-

played outside homes and 

from the windows of cars. It 

is an expression of Quebec 

pride.  

Over the years the day has 

had political overtones. Dur-

ing the Quiet Revolution, the 

day became more about poli-

tics and less about religion. In 

1968 Prime Minister Pierre 

Trudeau was in Quebec on 

Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day 

when a riot broke out, 

protesting his attendance at 

the event. A small number of 

people threw bottles at 

Trudeau but he was filmed re-

fusing both to leave or even 

to take cover. Those who saw 

his defiance say that it con-

tributed to his election win 

the very next day.  

Government regulations 

state that the program on 

Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day must 

be conducted in French. It is a 

day for Francophone Quebe-

cers to celebrate their culture 

and history - a day to offi-

cially wave the flag and show 

pride.  

Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!

alphonsebernard.ca
CARLETON�SUR�MER
418�364�7471
CPA

ALPHONSE BERNARD, FCPA, FCA
CLAUDE BERNARD, CPA, CA
HÉLÈNE LAGACÉ, BAA
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DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER
MP • Gaspésie_Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts New Richmond 
office office

418 764-2890 581 355-0060

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

Grande-Rivière Magdalen Islands 
office office

418 385-4264 418 986-1489
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