
 VOLUME 47 / NO 26, JULY 7, 2021
Contract 400119680 
$1.50 (Tax included)ESTABLISHED • MAY 1975

    Cont'd on page 11

            Gilles Gagné

McInnis Cement releases sticky  
materials into the atmosphere again

PORT DANIEL-GASCONS - 

The McInnis Cement plant in 

Port Daniel-Gascons again re-

leased sticky emissions of a 

beige-white substance into the 

atmosphere on the evening of 

Friday, June 18,  A rather sim-

ilar episode had occurred a 

year ago, starting on June 22 

and, in that case, it was re-

peated a few times in the fol-

lowing weeks, until the 

beginning of August 2020. 

The company confirms 

those new material releases in 

a written message. The 

spokesperson for McInnis Ce-

ment, Maryse Tremblay, says 

it was a "minor episode of dust 

that occurred on the night of 

June 18 to 19, due to an un-

usual irregularity in the raw 

materials feeding the kiln." 

She adds that “the kiln has 

been shut down in accordance 

with the procedures in place. 

We then reported the problem 

to Urgence Environnement (an 

environmental emergency 

alert procedure) on time and in 

accordance with established 

procedures. We then made ad-

ditional calls to the Ministry of 

the Environment as soon as we 

learned that the dust was 

reaching a few neighbours in 

the Gascons area, east of the 

plant." 

In June 2020, the Ministry 

of the Environment was not 

notified until 11 days later of 

the existence of sticky emis-

sions from the cement plant. 

Moreover, it was not the com-

pany that had communicated 

this information to the min-

istry. It was an unidentified 

third party. 

In addition, McInnis Ce-

ment did not notify the min-

istry until July 29, 37 days 

after the first releases. That no-

tice indicated that the sticky 

particles had exceeded the 

perimeter of the company’s ce-

ment plant, however, last 

year’s releases reached the 

neighbouring properties hours 

after they started. 

Maryse Tremblay notes re-

garding this year's rejections 

that “we have proactively ini-

tiated meetings with the neigh-

bours the same day, offering 

cleanings if necessary. The 

cleaning of a few cars was 

noted, although most of the 

neighbours eventually chose to 

decline the offer after the rain 

washed their cars." 

In her first written state-

ment, she did not provide the 

composition of the June 18 to 

19 sticky rejects. The SPEC 

insisted on that point. 

“On the composition of the 

material, the dust in question 

came from the process preced-

ing the preparation of clinker, 

so it is a raw material by na-

ture. The balance of raw mate-

rials was not the same as usual, 

so we cannot say it was 

clinker," later replied Ms. 

Tremblay. 

This time around, the emis-

sions ended up in the Anse-à-

la-Barbe area of Gascons 

while in 2020, it was McInnis 

Cove that received the sub-

stances. 

The Regional Environment 

Council, like other members of 

the McInnis Cement environ-

mental monitoring committee, 

was notified of the new 

episode shortly after the June 

18 emissions. 

“This time, we were con-

tacted immediately. We got an 

email the next day, over the 

weekend. That email might 

even have been sent the same 

evening. It was about the emis-

sion of particles. It was sent by 

McInnis Cement," says Caro-

line Duchesne, director gen-

eral of the Regional 

Environmental Council of the 

Gaspé Peninsula. 

The Quebec Department of 

the Environment was con-

tacted on Monday, June 28, by 

the SPEC, two days before 

McInnis Cement and the Re-

gional Environmental Council. 

The ministry took three full 

working days before confirm-

ing the existence of the emis-

sions and the fact that an 

inquiry was underway. The in-

formation communicated to 

the SPEC was minimal and 

was provided in writing. 

“On June 19, 2021, Ciment 

McInnis notified the Ministry 

of dust emissions. This dust 

Another sticky dust emission episode took place at the McInnis Cement plant, on June 18, a 
year after the start of a streak of such incidents in June, July and August 2020.
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Environnement Vert-plus spokesperson  
tired of McInnis Cement’s lack of transparency

            Gilles Gagné
PORT DANIEL-GASCONS – 

The spokesperson of Environ-

nement Vert-plus, Pascal 

Bergeron, finds the fact 

twisted that the initial infor-

mation pertaining to McInnis 

Cement’s June 18 episode of 

sticky dust emissions was 

again communicated to the 

press by his organization, in-

stead of by McInnis Cement 

or the Environment Ministry. 

“McInnis Cement’s author-

ization certificate should be 

suspended each and every 

time that there is such an 

episode and as long as we 

have not received guarantees 

that people understand what 

happened and that a process is 

implemented to prevent that 

kind of accident from occur-

ring again,” he says. 

In her initial statement, the 

spokesperson of McInnis Ce-

ment, Maryse Tremblay, 

pointed out that “any report of 

an explosion is false, mislead-

ing and inaccurate. Had such 

an event occurred, the plant 

would have reported the inci-

dent and worked with our reg-

ulators to determine the cause 

and corrective action.” 

Pascal Bergeron is not im-

pressed by that statement, 

which targets his organization. 

In the Environnement Vert-

plus June 30 message to the 

press, there was a reference to 

three relatively loud explo-

sions heard by residents of the 

neighbourhood. After talking 

to people of the Port Daniel-

Gascons area, a lack of main-

tenance of the dust filters 

might have caused the emis-

sions. 

“In the absence of trans-

parency from McInnis Ce-

ment and the Department of 

the Environment, we are talk-

ing to people from the area 

and they are talking to us. We 

are calling it an explosion be-

cause that’s what people told 

us. We bring back the testi-

monies of citizens. If the com-

pany doesn’t agree, they can 

say what happened them-

selves through communicat-

ing the information about the 

incident instead of hiding it. 

We are tired of the opacity of 

the cement plant representa-

tives,” stresses Mr. Bergeron. 

He doesn’t agree with 

Maryse Tremblay when she 

says that the citizens wanting 

a cleanup from McInnis Ce-

ment are satisfied because the 

job is done. 

“A citizen of the Route de 

la Passerelle is still waiting for 

the cement plant to come and 

pick up the dirt on his car, two 

    Cont'd on page 11
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Police report

Two fatal accidents in as many days occurred in the Bay of  Chaleur 
sector on June 28 and 29.  

The first accident took place on the morning of  June 28, in Ca-
plan, at about 7:30 a.m. According to Sgt. Claude Doiron, spokesper-
son for the Sûreté du Québec, the driver of  the vehicle entered 
Highway 132 and did not see the oncoming truck and trailer tandem, 
leading to a violent side impact. 

The occupants of  the vehicle remained trapped in the car, forc-
ing the first responders to use the jaws of  life to free them. The three 
occupants of  the vehicle, a young woman, her young child and a baby, 
were rushed to the Maria hospital, all suffering from life threatening 
injuries. The mother and the child were pronounced dead shortly 
after their arrival at the hospital. They are Sabrina Mathieu, 26, who 
lived in the Bay of  Chaleur area. Her child's name will not be released 
because he or she was a minor. The baby was flown to Montreal in 
order to get highly specialized care. 

Highway 132 was completely closed to traffic for several hours in 
order to facilitate the work of  the investigators and an accident re-
constitution expert was called to clarify the accident’s circumstances. 
A detour was set up via the second range. According to the Sûreté du 
Québec, there wasn’t any criminal element involved in the accident. 

The second crash took place in Saint-Siméon on Highway 132, 
around 8:45 a.m. on June 29. A westbound motorcyclist crashed into 
an eastbound automobile just as the latter was turning towards a 
northbound street. 

“The driver of  the car did not see the oncoming motorcycle. We 
have not ruled out the hypothesis that speed was a factor in that ac-
cident. The motorcyclist was thrown from his motorcycle, and his 
death was declared on the spot,” specifies Sgt. Claude Doiron of  the 
Sûreté du Québec. 

Highway 132 was closed in both directions for hours so that in-
vestigators and the accident reconstitution technician could complete 
their work in order to clarify the circumstances of  the collision. A 
bypass to the second range was established during the interval to ac-
commodate traffic passing on Highway 132, also known as Perron 
Boulevard. The victim of  the accident is Hugues Arsenault, aged 62, 
from Bonaventure. 
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     COMMISSION SCOLAIRE EASTERN SHORES 
     EASTERN SHORES SCHOOL BOARD 

ADOPTION OF BY-LAW 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the Eastern Shores 
School Board adopted the following By-Law to set the time, 
date and location of the Council of Commissioners and Exec-
utive Committee meetings for the 2021-2022 school year: 
 
BY-LAW 8 with a view to setting the day, time and location of 
the Council of Commissioners and Executive Committee Meet-
ings.  Unless otherwise indicated, meetings will be held at the 
Administrative Center of Eastern Shores School Board, 40 
Mountsorrel, New Carlisle, Quebec. 
 
For the 2021-2022 school year, the Executive Committee will 
meet SEVEN (7) times a year at 6:15 pm. on the days indicated 
below: 
 
The Council of Commissioners will meet SEVEN (7) times a 
year at 6:30 p.m. on the days indicated below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given at New Carlisle, Quebec this 25nd day of June 2021 
 
Hugh Wood  
Director General  

DATE LOCATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

August 25, 2021 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

October 20, 2021 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

December 15, 2021 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

February 23, 2022 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

April 27, 2022 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

May 25, 2022 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

June 29, 2022 New Carlisle 6:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  

  

              Gilles Gagné

NCHS will be replaced

NEW CARLISLE – New 

Carlisle High School will offi-

cially be replaced. The Min-

istry of Education has 

confirmed the news to the 

Eastern Shores School Board 

administrative team, however, 

no other details have been di-

vulged so far, either by the 

government or by the school 

board. 

Several factors provided 

clues to the possible replace-

ment of New Carlisle High 

School, including problems re-

lating to the age of the building 

that hampered teaching activi-

ties in November 2020 and 

also the search for land initi-

ated early in the spring by the 

Société Québécoise de l’infra-
structure. 

Hugh Wood, Director Gen-

eral of the Eastern Shores 

School Board, cannot provide 

any additional information 

about the new school, the time 

frame of the new construction 

or its location due to a non-dis-

closure clause. 

“Other than sharing we will 

have a new school, I am under 

a gag order as to the details. As 

soon as I can share additional 

information, I will share,” Mr. 

Wood told the SPEC when 

asked for additional informa-

tion. 

The Société Québécoise des 
infrastructures (SQI) started 

searching around mid-April 

and ran advertisements over a 

period of six weeks in order to 

facilitate finding an 11,000 

square metre property in New 

Carlisle or Paspebiac. It was 

specified in the publicity that 

the property could be larger. 

The SQI excluded land in 

Paspebiac located in an agri-

cultural zone, as well as the 

presence of power lines and 

railroad tracks on the lot. The 

public body was also looking 

for land located in an area 

served by municipal services. 

The lot could be vacant and 

if a building is located on the 

piece of land, it has to be de-

molished. The acquisition 

could be a single lot or a com-

bination of several lots avail-

able for sale. No indication has 

been given since the end of 

May that the coveted lot has 

been acquired. 

At that time, Hugh Wood 

confirmed that the search for a 

lot  pertained to the building 

that will replace New Carlisle 

High School. He was expect-

ing an answer about the proj-

ect by late spring or early 

summer, which is now the 

case. 

The oldest section of New 

Carlisle High School opened 

in 1914. Over the last school 

year, verifications indicated 

that the air quality of the 

school doesn’t always respect 

the norms of the Quebec gov-

ernment. Nine months ago, a 

report issued by a consultant 

indicated that mold and 

mildew had to be removed. 

Sections of the school were 

consequently decontaminated. 

              Nelson Sergerie

Only 46% of Gaspesian 
based businesses use IT

CHANDLER - In Gaspé, the 

use of information and com-

munications technologies 

(ICT) in the region’s busi-

nesses is not as widespread as 

one might think. 

A study by the Information 

and Communications Technol-

ogy Technocentre of  Gaspé 

and Magdalen Islands notes 

that 46% of businesses use lit-

tle or no information technol-

ogy. 

While not surprising, the 

region is not behind other re-

gions “Over 90% of our 

businesses have fewer than 15 

employees. These are compa-

nies that may have fewer fi-

nancial resources,” the director 

of the Technocentre, Carol 

Cotton, suggests as a hypothe-

sis. 

The survey, carried out in 

2019 and 2020, consisted of 

developing a portrait of the 

uses of ICT in the Gaspé and 

the Magdalen Islands. A sam-

ple of 301 businesses, organi-

zations and self-employed 

workers responded to a ques-

tionnaire and the responses 

were used to identify chal-

lenges. 

The Technocentre will seek 

to develop them. An evalua-

tion and training plan is under 

construction with Emploi Que-

bec. Only 11% of workers 

have information technology 

jobs. 

"And of that 11%, only 

24% of workers have specific 

training in information tech-

nology," says Cotton. 

Another observation: the 

region is positioned rather 

weakly in terms of the integra-

tion of information technolo-

gies into its economic fabric. 

As in many areas, there is a 

shortage of manpower. The 

aim is to train more workers in 

this sector. The ultimate goal is 

to create political support to 

bring information technology 

forward in the economic de-

velopment of the region. 

At the moment the only official information available about  
the replacement of NCHS, is that it will indeed be replaced.

.
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Cynthia Dow
Guest  
Commentary

My Dear  
Canada 

 
I confess that I have, since I was old enough to 

contemplate the relative merits of nations, been in-
ordinately proud of you, my country, the true north 
strong and free. 

It is the country of multiculturalism and official 
bilingualism; the country so welcome to refugees 
and immigrants; the country of Douglas Cardinal, 
Senator Murray Sinclair and Matthew Coon Come;  
the country of Tommy Douglas, Lester Pearson and 
Terry Fox; and the country of Louis-Joseph Pap-
ineau, Rene Levesque, and Louise Arbour. Surely, 
we do have much to celebrate in your history. 

But, oh, Canada, how much is also tarnished! 
Do we really think it’s all roses and sunshine? Are 
we blind to the challenges that have plagued and 
continue to plague you as you grow well into your 
second century?  

It was not that long ago that the history books 
talked of the “two founding nations” which put you 
on the map, politically speaking. This meant, of 
course, English and French-speaking settlers. What 
it REALLY meant was the WASP elites and Roman 
Catholic clergy which had full dominion of this Do-
minion for several hundred years. Conveniently for-
gotten were the more than 50 distinct aboriginal 
cultures that had been managing your land base 
just fine for thousands of years before Europeans 
even knew you existed. 

I still hear people talk about the “discovery” of 
your shores by Europeans in the 15th and 16th cen-
turies. By using such language, we are negating the 
presence of all those who welcomed the newcom-
ers. We are continuing the racist fallacy that they 
were somehow subhuman. Your land base was, in 
fact, discovered, occupied and very capably man-
aged by human beings starting some 10,000 to 
15,000 years ago. European arrivals are, in fact, a 
recent invasive force who brought with them deadly 
diseases and the even deadlier intent to exploit and 
exclude, based on racist and elitist attitudes. 

How proud we are of your open arms, Canada! 
Ready to accept any down-and-out refugee to your 
shores…. Oh, wait, not so fast. What about the Chi-
nese head tax, meant to restrict Asian immigration? 
This policy was implemented while we were happy 
enough to have hundreds of Chinese labourers die 
building our vital railway links. What about that 
boatload of Jews trying to escape Nazi Germany 
who were turned away in 1939? Over 250 of them 
later died in concentration camps. I could go on and 
on. Dear Canada, you do have blood on your 
hands! 

And today, rather than celebrating your 154th 
birthday, we are mourning the death of almost 
1,000 innocent Indigenous children. Sadly, many 
more such hidden graves are going to be found as 
the full extent of the tragedy of the residential 
school system is brought to light. A man we have in 
the past lauded as the number one Father of Con-
federation (note that there is no Mother of Confed-
eration!), Sir John A. Macdonald, was a drunken 
racist who was behind the Chinese head tax, the 
residential school system and the execution of 
Louis Riel. Truly, someone to admire? 

Editorial page

Dear Canada, I do still cherish your dream, but I 
realize more and more that for many, that dream of 
a true north, strong and free has in effect been a 
nightmare; A nightmare of subtle and not so subtle 
racism, a nightmare of carefully structured genocide 
of Indigenous people. A nightmare of systemic dis-
crimination against anyone who is not white, Euro-
pean and preferably English or French speaking. 
Let’s face it, even your anglophones and francoph-
ones discriminate against each other. 

Dear Canada, you can do better than this, but 
you can only do better by admitting to your erro-
neous ways and taking the actions necessary to in-
vestigate, apologize, and right the wrongs done to 
so many for so few who benefited. Dismantling 

colonialism and the attitudes that go with it, which 
have seeped into your soil and atmosphere like a 
kind of invisible pollution, will take time and deter-
mined effort. We will have to dig deep to root out 
every hint of racism and discrimination.  

I can suggest some ways to start. Most non-
racialised Canadians have no clue about how priv-
ileged we really are. So, Dear Canada, re-educate 
your people. Familiarize them with the many varied, 
subtle faces of white privilege. Explain to them the 
full extent of the genocidal policies aimed at Indige-
nous people since 1534. Ban racist organizations 
and persecute racist terrorists to the full extent of 
the law. Let’s revisit our Canadian dream and make 
it a reality for all your citizens.

Gilles Gagné 

GESGAPEGIAG: - Youths, adults and elders held a five-hour awareness campaign along Highway 

132 on Canada Day. During the activity they handed out flyers explaining briefly the tragedy of resi-

dential schools and the fact that every child should have mattered.
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Gilles Gagné

Expansion of the LM Wind Power plant in Gaspé

GASPÉ: - It is both Gaspé's 
best and worst-kept secret. 
The LM Wind Power blade 
plant is expected to soon an-
nounce major investments to 
expand its Gaspé facility and 
begin manufacturing blades 
for offshore wind turbines, ac-
cording to several sources fa-
miliar with the matter. The 
project would require an in-
vestment of nearly $100 mil-
lion. Between 100 and 200 
jobs would be created. 

After a major expansion of 
$13 million in 2016-2017, 
LM Wind Power should an-
nounce a new expansion 
phase in mid-July. The project 
would receive financial sup-
port from the government of 
Quebec and the federal gov-
ernment. 

According to information 
obtained by Le Soleil from 
those familiar with the proj-
ect, the GE Renewable En-
ergy subsidiary aims to triple 
the surface area of its Gaspé 
plant in order to launch the 
production of blades for the 
development of offshore wind 
farms and meet the demand of 
the northeast part of the 
United States and Europe. 

Reached by email, the 
company declined to com-
ment on the matter. "We have 
no comment on this matter," 
simply replied GE Renewable 
Energy spokesperson, Timo-
thy Brown. 

The project, which has 
been discussed for more than 
two years, has reportedly 
been delayed due to fears 
over possible tariffs or re-
strictions on the export of the 
blades to the United States, 
however, only a few details 
remain to be worked out be-
fore the official announce-
ment. Details of the project 
have reportedly already been 
conveyed to the plant work-
ers, suggesting an announce-
ment is imminent. 

Energy and Natural Re-
sources Minister Jonatan 
Julien, who is also responsi-
ble for the Gaspé Peninsula 
and the Magdalen Islands, is 
expected to be present for the 
announcement, since Quebec 
would fund part of the project. 
Initially, his cabinet had con-
firmed that he would be in the 
region “towards the end of the 
month (June)," presumably to 
participate in the LM Wind 
Power announcement, but his 
stay was eventually post-
poned due to "a schedule con-
flict." 

The interest of General 
Electric, the multinational 
firm that owns LM Wind 
Power, in the Gaspé Peninsula 
seems obvious. In October 
2020, the director of the 
Gaspé plant, Alexandre 
Boulay, was appointed LM 
Wind Power's operations di-
rector for the Americas. 
 

Gigantic blades 
 

Presumably in anticipation 
of the project, the Town of 
Gaspé has initiated the con-
struction of a new road con-
necting the Augustines 
Industrial Park, where the 
plant is located, to the port of 
Gaspé in Sandy Beach. On 
December 17, the town coun-
cil awarded the firm Tetratech 
a contract to carry out work 
related to a possible road. 

This route will be avail-
able by all companies wishing 
to export by ship, and possi-
bly by train. It will be partic-
ularly useful for LM Wind 
Power, which will benefit 
from fast, and above all linear, 
access to the port to transport 
the huge blades the company 
intends to produce. These 
blades will measure up to 107 
metres in length.  

When the first section of 
the Gaspé plant was built, in 
2004 and 2005, 37-metre 
blades were produced there. 
Since that time, models from 
42 to 47 metres, as well as 
blades of 55.8 metres have 
been manufactured in Gaspé. 
The latter were installed at the 
Mesgig Ugju’s’n windfarm in 
the back country of Es-
cuminac. 

The 2016-2017 expansion 
was intended to meet a huge 
contract to export blades to 
the southern part of the 
United States. That contract 
has occupied the entire plant 
since the summer of 2016. It 
will extend over time at least 
until the end of 2022. 

In that case, it involves re-
placing the blades of existing 
onshore wind farms, mainly 
located in Texas. The expan-
sion of 2016-2017 and the ex-
port contract have increased 
the plant's workforce from 
185 to nearly 500 people. 
  

Union reactions 

  
If GE Renewable Energy 

refuses to react, the president 
of the Central Council of the 
CSN union in the Gaspé 
Peninsula and the Magdalen 
Islands, Serge Saint-Pierre, 
comments on the possible ex-
pansion of LM Wind Power, 
although cautiously and using 

Photo: Simon Carmichael

The blades produced in Gaspé will be bigger than this model. The area of the LM Wind Power 
plant will likely triple after the expansion the company will probably announce around mid-July.

general terms. The CSN rep-
resents the LM Wind Power 
workers of the Gaspé plant. 

“Of course, we have noth-
ing against this expansion. 
This is a plus for the workers, 
and for the region. But there 
is a shortage of workers, and a 
shortage of housing in Gaspé 
and in the Gaspé Peninsula! 
The dwellings are not there. 
Before that expansion, it must 
be ensured that workers can 
find a place to live. The year 
before, they (the company) 
brought in Filipino workers. 
In addition, if there is an in-
creasing amount of work and 
if the labour doesn’t follow 
the same curve, the employ-
ees will be overworked,” says 
Mr. Saint-Pierre. 
 “I speak like a union 
leader but if we settle the 
housing issue, offering better 
wages and better conditions, 
it could also help recruitment. 
Furthermore, the Government 
of Quebec does not recognize 
the problem of the housing 
shortage in the region. If it 
does nothing to address it, it 
could at least make it easier 
for municipalities to engage 
in housing development more 
than they can currently. It 
could take the form of an im-
proved formula for municipal 
housing boards,” concludes 
Serge Saint-Pierre, referring 
to what is called in French, 
Office municipal d’habita-

tion. 
Note: Simon Carmichael 

occasionally collaborates 
with the SPEC as part of the 

Local Journalism Initiative, 
supported by the Canadian 
government. Le Soleil is his 
employer. 

Simon Carmichael

Grain inspector trainee
Baie-Comeau, Quebec

Salary: $40,931 to $69,509

The Canadian Grain Commission seeks 
candidates for Grain Inspector Trainee 
positions at its Baie-Comeau service centre. 
Successful candidates will take part in a 
4-year development program to qualify as 
grain inspectors. 

Job duties include:

• Taking part in on-the-job training and a 
working practicum

• Working in an industrial environment

• Sampling, inspecting and grading grain

• Maintaining records and compiling reports

Apply by July 24, 2021. A complete 
description of the Grain Inspector Trainee 
position and how to apply is available on 
www.jobs.gc.ca.

1-800-853-6705 or (514) 607-1373 or 
(514) 360-7772 ext. 242
TTY: 1-866-317-4289
grainscanada.gc.ca
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GASPÉ - The Superior Court 
dismisses the appeals for judi-
cial review filed by the may-
oress of Chandler. 

Louisette Langlois wanted 
to overturn the 180-day sanc-
tion given by the Commission 
municipale du Québec (CMQ) 
last December. 

In a long 29-page decision 
rendered on June 30, Judge 
Chantal Masse notes that the 
decisions rendered by the mu-
nicipal commission are rigor-
ous and the analysis is serious, 
both in law and in fact. 

The court rejected the argu-
ments of bias when the defen-
dant alleged that the 
organization was both the 
judge and the party involved in 
conducting the investigation 
and passing judgment. 

On the sanction handed 
down on December 21, the 

court ruled that Ms. Langlois 
had failed to convince the tri-
bunal that there was reason to 
intervene. The court was also 
careful to mention that Ms. 
Langlois did not testify at the 
hearings held in July 2020 in 
Gaspé. 

On the 180-day penalty, the 
judge was surprised that Ms. 

Langlois complained because 
the CMQ referred to case law 
before reaching that decision. 

Suspended since January 11, 
the commission had retained 20 
of the 21 breaches against 
Louisette Langlois under the 
Code of ethics and professional 
conduct of elected officials of 
the Town of Chandler. 

Langlois’ appeals dismissed in Superior Court
Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

CHANDLER - The Munici-
pal Integrity and Investiga-
tions Commissioner for the 
Department of Municipal Af-
fairs and Housing may be in-
vestigating the Chandler 
pro-mayor's expense account. 

Bruno-Pierre Godbout, the 
acting mayor of Chandler dur-
ing the suspension of Mayor 
Louisette Langlois, requested 
a reimbursement of $1,672.50 
for a trip to Quebec from May 
26 to 29 in order to address 
several issues including re-
quests for grants for the as-
phalt work, and the 
development of the land of 
the defunct Gaspésia. How-
ever, no detailed agenda was 
provided on who was met and 
when. 

Citizens claim, in sworn 
statements sent to the com-
missioner, to have seen Mr. 

Godbout in various public 
places and at his residence 
during the period in question. 

Denis Pelchat had posed 
questions to town council in 
June, noting that the pro-
mayor had tabled two in-
voices totalling $3,200 in 
May and for nearly $7,000 
since taking office as mayor 
last January. The councillor 
had mentioned that on an an-
nual basis, the tab would 
amount to some $21,000, 
which he described as huge. 

"It will be up to him (Mr. 
Godbout) to demonstrate that 
there are indeed people who 
have been met with during his 
travels," commented Council-
lor Pelchat. 

“I knew it was brewing 
behind the scenes. It may 
have made it to the Ethics 
Commissioner. I will remain 
cautious in my words… for 
the moment,” replied Bruno-
Pierre Godbout. 

Pro-mayor's expense 
account continues to  
attract attention

Bruno-Pierre Godbout's expense account continues to raise 
questions.

Photo: N. Sergerie

Louisette Langlois during the 
hearings in July 2020 in Gaspé
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Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

CHANDLER - The battle to 
reform employment insurance 
continues and a broad coali-
tion bringing together parts of 
Eastern Canada could make it 
an electoral issue when an 
election is potentially called at 
the end of the summer. 

The Liberals had promised 
to make corrections following 
Stephen Harper's Conserva-
tive reform. Some adjustments 
have been made, but a major 
overhaul needs to be made to 
reflect today's realities. 

This coalition involves the 
Mouvement action Chômage 
Pabok and the Central Re-
gional Council of the Confed-
eration of National Trade 

Unions (CSN) in the region. 
The group, which also has 

a presence on the North Shore, 
Lower Saint Lawrence, 
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean, as 
well as in New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island, demon-
strated in Chandler on June 
30.  

On site, cakes were deliv-
ered to Service Canada work-
ers and brochures were also 
handed out. Demonstrations 
also took place in the other 
participating regions. 

“We face the same issues 
in fisheries, forestry and 
tourism. Employment insur-
ance needs an adjustment,” ar-
gues Mouvement Action 
Chômage Pabok coordinator 
Nadia Mongeon. 

The coalition is asking for 

fewer hours to qualify - be-
tween 350 and 420 according 
to claims in different regions - 
a benefit of 70% of salary and 
a duration of 35 weeks in 
order to abolish the black 
hole. 

We must recognize the sea-
sonality of work. “80% of sea-
sonal work is done in Eastern 
Canada. We should stop put-
ting the (responsibility) of the 
non-employment rate on sea-
sonal workers,” adds the pres-
ident of the Gaspé Peninsula 
Magdalen Islands Central 
Council of the CSN, Serge St-
Pierre. 

According to the two 
spokespersons, people from 
Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land and Labrador could join 
the movement. 

Employment insurance  
reform called for once again

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

The breaches mentioned in-
clude the disclosure of confi-
dential information to citizens in 
November 2018, March 2019 
and September 2019 where the 
mayoress allegedly disclosed 
the names or titles of employees 
who had made psychological 
harassment complaints to the 
CNESST. In addition, in March 
and May 2019, she allegedly 
sent an email or instant message 
to a citizen that included profes-
sional accounts of legal fees, all 
contrary to section 6 of the 
code. 

“This is an eye-opening 
judgment. A fierce case that 
was quite expensive: $270,000 
to the Town of Chandler. We 
will discuss with the prosecu-

tors in order to claim the 
sums,” explains the pro-mayor, 
Bruno-Pierre Godbout. 

Last January, the town coun-
cil passed a resolution to re-
claim Louisette Langlois’ legal 
fees that were paid for by the 
Town for her defence before the 
Municipal Commission. 

The resolution emphasizes 
in particular that the accusa-
tions against Louisette Lan-
glois results from serious or 
intentional faults by making 
her personal interest predomi-
nate and having taken inten-
tional and premeditated 
actions, all to achieve her ends. 

Ms. Langlois preferred not 
to comment on the court's deci-
sion. 

Cakes were delivered to Service Canada offices in Chandler.
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Seniors have been forgotten 
by Ottawa, according to 
Kristina Michaud

VAL-BRILLANT - The de-
fence of seniors who have been 
forgotten by Ottawa in the 
management of the health cri-
sis is attracting the attention of 
the Bloc Member of Parliament 
for Avignon-La Mitis-Matane-
Matapédia. 

"There was  grumbling after 
the announcement of the 
budget when we saw that there 
was the announcement of the 
creation of two classes of sen-
iors while leaving out the 74- 
year-olds and under," explains 
Kristina Michaud. 

The Bloc is asking for a 
hike of $110 per month for all 
seniors. 

In addition, the support of 
parliamentarians was obtained 
for Emilie Sansfaçon's bill to 
increase employment insurance 
sickness benefits to 50 weeks. 

"These are two fights that 
we will never give up on," says 

Michaud.  
Ms. Michaud also com-

mented on the management of 
the pandemic "we were there to 
protect the safety of the popu-
lation, but also to help get 
through the crisis."  

Some other topics that she 
deems important are wage sub-
sidies and health transfers, as 
well as the serious shortage of 
manpower. The protection of 
the French language and the 
bill to protect supply manage-
ment in agriculture also caught 
Ms. Michaud's attention. 

"The Bloc Québécois has 
once again proven its relevance 
in Ottawa by leading battles 
that no one else was fighting, 
battles for the interests of Que-
becers," says the elected offi-
cial. 

According to her calcula-
tions, the riding was able to re-
ceive aid totalling $30 million. 

Kristina Michaud has con-
firmed that she wants to be part 
of the next electoral battle. 
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Bloc MP Kristina Michaud

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

SOPFIM plane crashes in Gaspé

GASPÉ – An aircraft from 
the Society for the Protection 
of Forests Against Insects and 
Diseases (SOPFIM) crashed 
around 7:45 a.m. on June 26 
at Gaspé airport. Fortunately, 
the pilot escaped without any 
injuries. 

The aircraft was on its 
final approach when it 
stalled, finishing its landing 
in a fence at the end of the 
runway. According to what 
we have learned, a loss of en-
gine power was the cause of 
the incident. 

“We deployed emergency 

measures with the firefight-
ers. Chemicals it was carry-
ing spilled during the landing. 
We are in the process of 
cleaning it. It’s not a big 
amount,” explains Dave 
Sainte-Croix, the manager of 
the Michel-Pouliot airport. 

The firefighters collected 
the biological insecticide 
used in the operations with 
the help of SOPFIM teams. 
The airstrip was closed for 
part of the day, the time 
needed to clear the aircraft 
which did not appear to be 
badly damaged at first glance, 
and to make repairs to the 
fence delimiting the runway 
limits. 

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

The Sûreté du Québec was 
called in to assist in control-
ling the flow of onlookers 
around the airport. As there 
are no casualties or injuries, 
the SQ is not opening an in-
vestigation regarding the in-
cident. The Transportation 
Safety Board of Canada was 
notified and gathered infor-
mation, without dispatching 
investigators to the scene. 

SOPFIM plans to spray 
some 258,600 hectares of 
forests in the Gaspé during its 
2021 operation, which is due 
to end in early July. The 
Gaspé airport is one of the or-
ganization’s bases in the re-
gion. 

The aircraft crashed at the end of the runway at Gaspé airport, sustaining minor damage.

ÉPAQ creates boat safety program  
Nelson Sergerie, LJI 

GRANDE-RIVIÈRE - A national program on nautical safety 
will be designed by the Quebec School of  Fisheries and Aqua-
culture in Grande-Rivière (ÉPAQ). 

The institution was selected by Transport Canada following a 
call for projects with the objective of  changing the behavior of  
boaters and improving safety in commercial fishing. 

"To make sure that people thus reduce the number of  injuries, 
the number of  deaths, the number of  damages that could occur," 
explains ÉPAQ director François Castilloux. 

The Cégep de la Gaspésie et des Îles will develop audiovisual 
documentation in French and English to reach boaters, fishing 
boat captains and other seafarers in harbours and ports in East-
ern Canada.    

Ottawa is contributing $200,000 towards the project in addi-
tion to other contributions. 

The institution had started working on the project in May and 
is due to deliver the product in May 2022. 

After an incident involving Transport Canada's withdrawal of  
accreditation to train captains in September 2019, with accredita-
tion being restored just a few days later, the gesture is a mark of  
confidence in the institution. 

"This is a clear message from Transport Canada and a nice 
mark of  confidence in our institution, and we consider that the 
department thus recognizes our expertise in carrying out a na-
tional project," says François Castilloux.
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Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.
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Anglophone and Native communities  

well-represented at the BleuBleu Festival

CARLETON – Anglophone 

and Native communities 

were well represented at the 

BleuBleu festival, which 

took place between June 24 

and 27 inclusively in Car-

leton. It was the second such 

festival, as the first one was 

held in 2019 and the second 

one was cancelled because of 

the pandemic. 

A show featuring repre-

sentatives from the Native, 

francophone and anglophone 

communities was scheduled 

for midday on June 27 at the 

summit of Mount Saint 

Joseph. As in all the 

BleuBleu events, all the tick-

ets had been sold but the 

weather conditions con-

vinced some ticket holders to 

stay home. A strong wind 

was blowing and when the 

rainfall stopped, there was  a 

heavy fog. The temperature 

was mild and making the 

whole dampness quite en-

durable though. 

Listuguj singer Melissa 

Girvan, Caplan singer MLou 

(Marilou Brière), as well 

Nash Stanley and the Nar-

rows played in front of a 

small audience but the atten-

dees’ enthusiasm made up for 

the bad weather. In fact, the 

performers and the audience 

made jokes about the condi-

tions during the whole show. 

One of the BleuBleu or-

ganizers and founders, Mari-

anne Boudreau, probably put 

it best in retrospect when she 

said that ”it was not a perfect 

event but we are very glad 

about the people’s participa-

tion and the quality of the 

show. The rain almost 

seemed like a bonus to the 

experience.” 

Many attendees were lis-

tening to Melissa Girvan for 

the first time and were quite 

impressed with her talent and 

fine voice. 

Shigawake’s Shaina 

Hayes also opened the eyes 

of the people who didn’t 

know her when she presented 

her set at the Cabane à Eu-

dore, an old fishing shack lo-

cated on one of the two big 

sand banks of Carleton. A 

light rain was falling during 

most of the show but there 

was no wind at all and the at-

mosphere at dusk was perfect 

for that kind of acoustic 

show.  She sang her songs in 

front of quiet attendees pro-

tected by umbrellas and blan-

kets supplied by BleuBleu. 

There, again, the rain almost 

added to the experience. 

The festival’s art director, 

Myriam-Sophie Deslauriers, 

indicated on June 28 that the 

event will be back in 2022. 

“Hopefully, we will have 

overcome the pandemic and 

be in a position to take full 

advantage of our venues’ ca-

pacity. We were limited to 

250 people per show this 

year. We know that we could 

have attracted 3,000 people 

for some of the shows,” she 

noted. 

AN APPROACH THAT PAYS!
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DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER
MP • Gaspésie_Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts New Richmond 
office office

418 764-2890 581 355-0060

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

Grande-Rivière Magdalen Islands 
office office

418 385-4264 418 986-1489

Photos 
Top: Nash and the Narrows, 
featuring Nathan Hayes, 
Dave Felker, Nash Stanley 
and Kevin Jones, made new 
fans in Carleton. Despite the 
weather, some even danced 
during their performance. 
 
Middle: Melissa Girvan, 
Dave Felker, MLou and 
Kevin Jones played a song 
that was composed in three 
languages earlier this year. 
 
Bottom left: Melissa Girvan 
impressed the crowd with her 
voice and talent. Many of her 
fans from Listuguj attended 
the show but she also gained 
many new fans. 
 
Bottom right: Shigawake’s 
Shayna Hayes sang under a 
very light rain, at dusk. Peo-
ple  listened quietly, protected 
by umbrellas and blankets. 

 

Photo credits: G. Gagné 
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Cont'd from cover
MCINNIS:

Cont'd from cover
ENVIRONNEMENT VERT-PLUS

would have reached the Gas-
cons sector. It should be noted 
that the Department has not re-
ceived any complaints on this 
subject. According to the in-
formation received from 
McInnis Cement, the Depart-
ment carried out an inspection 
in the Gascons sector, in Port-
Daniel. Verifications are still 
underway at the Ministry. In 
the event that the situation 
presents environmental non-
conformities, the Department 
will assess the situation in ac-
cordance with the directives 
on the treatment of deficien-
cies," explains the ministry’s 
spokesperson, Daniel Messier. 
 

2020 incident still  
under investigation 

 
SPEC asked McInnis Ce-

weeks after the incident. Some 
of the stuff was washed away 
by the rain but in other cases, it 
was not,” says Mr. Bergeron. 

SPEC has tried to reach 
some of the Gascons area cit-
izens affected by the sticky 
dust but none of them replied 
to the paper’s request. 

“It is understandable. They 
rarely want to start a battle 
against a big company,” says 
Mr. Bergeron, reminding us 
that McInnis Cement is now 
the property of Brazilian giant 
Votorantim Cimentos. 

He also wonders why the 
McInnis Cement environmen-
tal monitoring committee 

ment and Mr. Messier to pro-
vide an update on the 2020 re-
jects of sticky substances. 

“We still have no news. We 
have provided all the informa-
tion requested by the Ministry 
of the Environment," replies 
McInnis Cement’s Maryse 
Tremblay. 

Daniel Messier answers 
with more details. “Regarding 
the dust emissions of the 2020 
summer, the file was sent to 
the investigation directorate on 
August 5, 2020, in order to 
collect the evidence allowing 
the filing of statements for a 
possible penal prosecution and 
this investigation is still ongo-
ing," he explains. 

Daniel Messier can hardly 
provide additional information 
about the duration of the case. 
“It is difficult to predict the 
end of an investigation 
process, since it is a process 
with several stages. Generally, 

when an investigation is con-
cluded and conclusive, it is 
sent to the director of criminal 
and penal prosecutions (crown 
prosecutor) who then deter-
mines whether there is a mat-
ter for prosecution. If this is 
the case, legal proceedings are 
initiated at the Quebec Court. 
When convictions are ob-
tained, the Ministry issues a 
press release to the media for 
fines over $1,000. Usually, as 
provided for in the act pertain-
ing to access to documents 
held by public bodies and the 
protection of personal infor-
mation (section 28), docu-
ments relevant to investi- 
gations are not accessible until 
this judicial process is com-
pleted. In order not to interfere 
with the current process, the 
Ministry will not reveal the 
subject of its investigation and 
will not issue any other com-
ment," he writes. 

doesn’t have the mandate to 
inform the public when such 
an episode of sticky emission 
occurs. 

Richard Loiselle, the medi-
ator of the environmental 
monitoring committee points 
out that it is not his group’s re-
sponsibility to communicate 
the existence of incidents such 
as the June 18 dust emissions. 

“Our group has a consulta-
tive role. McInnis Cement 
must pass on the information 
to us when an incident occurs, 
but we don’t have the mandate 
to inform the public when 
such episodes take place,” ex-
plains Mr. Loiselle. 

Environnement Vert-plus spokesperson Pascal Bergeron thinks 
McInnis Cement should communicate publicly and rapidly the 
incidents affecting the perimeter outside its facility.

Photo: G. Gagné

Éric Duhaime was wrong to call for the closure of the Gaspé

GASPÉ - The new leader of the 
Conservative Party of Quebec 
admits to having made a mis-
take after declaring that the 
Government of Quebec should 
close the Gaspé in 2015. 

While he was a host at the 
FM 93 radio station in Quebec 
City, Mr. Duhaime said: 
“Gaspésie, it doesn't work, 
there are too many distances, 
and too few people, nor enough 
local resources to justify the 
grants it currently receives. The 
Gaspé must stop asking the rest 
of Quebec to support it,” he de-
clared. He even bought the do-
main name 
www.fermonslagaspesie.com, 
a site that no longer seems ac-
tive today 

While in Gaspé on June 25 
in a happy hour with a dozen 
activists as part of a tour of 
Eastern Quebec, Eric Duhaime 
admits he was wrong. “Not 
only has my thinking changed, 
but time has proven me wrong. 
I have the impression that the 
Gaspé is going to experience a 
boom. We always spoke of a 
devitalized and declining re-
gion. This was the perception 
we had of the Gaspé, especially 
since there was a plant called 
Gaspésia which was a fiasco," 
explains the Conservative 
leader. 

"One of the positive things 
about the pandemic is the need 
of urban dwellers to live in re-
gions where social distancing is 
not a problem. Teleworking, 
this new reality of the last 15 
months will favour moving to 
the regions and the prices are 
quite reasonable in real estate." 

The new leader notes that 
the Gaspé has been emptied of 
its resources for the past 50 
years and has had to live on de-
pendence from the province. 
 

A “beaver" 
 

Mr. Duhaime remains to be 
convinced on the wind energy 
sector. "I love dams! We have 
a know-how and a niche that 
has always been ours and it is 
clean energy. I have always had 
a favourable prejudice. In 
terms of wind power, prof-
itability remains to be demon-
strated. I am still skeptical, but 
I ask to be convinced.” He says 
the day they prove to him that 
economically, it's more prof-
itable, he’ll be more receptive.  

Very critical of the CAQ 
management of the health cri-
sis, Eric Duhaime believes that 

the decentralization of public 
health would have allowed bet-
ter adapted management. 

“We saw it during the crisis. 
I come from small communi-
ties and there are many who 
have very few cases and they 
have been in the red zone. It 
has nothing to do with what's 
going on in the Montreal met-
ropolitan area. We arrived with 
a wall-to-wall approach and we 
applied a curfew to you. This is 
completely crazy. This is what 
happens when you have a cen-
tralized government. We have 
to adapt that to the realities of 
everyone.” 

The example of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries managed in 
Quebec is obvious. 

“It has always been a bu-
reaucratic problem. We will 
have to degrease the mecha-
nism and start over on new 

bases. We can't move because 
it's too complicated. We must 
dismantle and start afresh on 
new bases. It's easier to hire 
local people because you're 
starting from scratch. But when 
you want to transfer a mecha-
nism, it's very complex." 

The leader is careful to say 
he does not want to eliminate 
the public service. 

The Conservative leader 
took advantage of his trip east 
to gather ideas to prepare his 
platform, which will be pre-
sented in November. The Con-
servative Party of Quebec has 
"the wind in its sails," accord-
ing to Mr. Duhaime who took 
the helm of the political party 
last April. In November, the 
party had 1.5% of the voting 
intentions and some 700 mem-
bers. 

“There are over 15,000 
members across Quebec. It is a 
party that is credited with 8% 
in voting intentions, according 
to the most recent polls. We are 
the party with the most 
donors." 

The door is open for Syl-
vain Roy, who closes it quickly 
After attracting CAQ player 
Claire Samson to the Conser-

vative Party of Quebec, Éric 
Duhaime did not attempt to ap-
proach Bonaventure independ-
ent Sylvain Roy. Initially, the 
Conservative leader refused to 
respond, citing that he did not 
negotiate in the public arena 
and that he had discussions 
with some deputies. 

Eric Duhaime ended up 
saying that he had not spoken 
to Sylvain Roy, but he could 
welcome him on condition: "If 
he agrees that we must defend 
democratic rights more, that we 
must put an end to the state of 
health emergency and that we 
must restore freedoms to citi-
zens, I am ready to communi-
cate with all the world." 

The independent Member 
of National Assembly rejects 
that option. 

"I have absolutely no inten-
tion of going away with some-
one who has already created a 
website called fermonslagaspe-
sie.com, even though there has 
been some form of mea culpa. 
I am absolutely not interested 
in that political approach. It’s 
no,” bluntly launches Sylvain 
Roy, the member of the Na-
tional Assembly for Bonaven-
ture. 

Éric Duhaime met activists on June 25 in Gaspé.

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

Photo: N. Sergerie
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BONAVENTURE - The Pit 
Caribou microbrewery in 
Percé has just acquired a 
large block of shares in 
Bonaventure’s Pub Saint-
Joseph. The microbrewery 
will integrate the establish-
ment to the two other pubs its 
management operates in 
Percé and Montreal. Pit Cari-
bou owners may well acquire 
more pubs over the next few 
years to create a small net-
work. 

Over the next few days, 
the Pub Saint-Joseph in 
Bonaventure, which belonged 
to Stéphane Boudreau of Car-
leton’s Hostellerie Baie 
Bleue, will be bearing the Pit 
Caribou colours. Until now, it 
has been linked to the other 
pub of the same name located 
in Carleton. 

The co-owner of Pit Cari-
bou, Jean-François Nellis, 
does not reveal the amount of 
the transaction, and he speci-
fies that Stéphane Boudreau 
and two employees of the 
Bonaventure pub remain 
partners and part owners.  

“The documents are 

signed. The transaction is part 
of a desire to increase our 
outreach in the Gaspé Penin-
sula. It is a strategic position, 
in a heritage building, built in 
1908, a former general store 
that was later the Fou du vil-
lage, a bar and a historically 
important cultural venue in 
Bonaventure. There is no 
micro-brewery in that area 
and we can see that people 

like Pit Caribou products. It 
went without saying that we 
had to be more present in that 
area,” explains Mr. Nellis. 

The managers of Pit Cari-
bou would like to acquire a 
few pubs elsewhere in Que-
bec. 

“The objective, and this is 
one of the parameters that 
was a factor in Bonaventure 
for Vincent (Coderre, co-

Pit Caribou and Pub Saint Joseph form partnership

The appearance of Bonaventure’s Pub 
Saint-Joseph will be gradually modified to 

align with that of the Pit Caribou pubs.

Spotlight 
                       on business

owner of Pit Caribou) and 
me, is to develop a system, a 
franchise model, to go to 
cities that have an interna-
tional, multicultural character 
where our products are cov-
eted. We don't want 40 pubs, 
or a chain like Cage aux 
sports, but developing a net-
work is part of the game 
plan,” explains Jean-François 
Nellis. 

In 2020, despite the con-
straints imposed by the pan-
demic, Pit Caribou increased 
its sales by 13%, to 900,000 
litres of beer. “The goal of the 
sales team this year is to in-
crease that volume to 
1,050,000 litres,” says Mr. 
Nellis. 

He notes that recruiting 
workers is not a major prob-
lem at the Bonaventure loca-
tion because the pub was 
already open year around. It 
has about ten employees at 
the moment. The summer 
schedule, however, increases 
the number of open days 
from four to seven per week. 

“For Pit Caribou, recruiting 
isn't that much of a problem; 
it’s more difficult to find hous-
ing than to recruit. For our ac-
tivities in Percé, we bought a 
house in Grande-Rivière, 
where we host the family of 
one of our employees and an 
intern. Therein lies the chal-
lenge,” stresses Mr. Nellis. 

The menu at Pub Saint-
Joseph in Bonaventure will 
remain the same for now, be-
fore being adapted to the Pit 
Caribou pub’s signature 
dishes. 

Gaspé Cathedral’s new roof 
will cost more than expected

              Nelson Sergerie

GASPÉ – Repairs to the roof 
of the Christ-Roi Cathedral in 
the Diocese of Gaspé will cost 
50% more than originally 
planned. 

The estimates for phases 2 
and 3, which includes the roof 
on the east side of the building 
as well as around the bell 
tower and the presbytery, were 
at $750,000; instead, the work 
will cost $962,000. Quebec 
paid $600,000 towards the 
work, but the shortfall is sig-
nificant.  

The increase in expenses is 
attributed to the cost of mate-
rials. “If I go with the ministry, 
it's about $400,000 (the gov-
ernment's part of the cost in-
crease). For us, that represents 
at least $80,000 because we 
assume 20% of the bill,” ex-
plains the vice-president of the 
fabrique and project manager 
for the repair, Yvan Landry. 

The fundraising campaign 
will be relaunched this fall to 

get more community support.  
There was a pleasant sur-

prise in the spring of 2020 
when tenders opened.  The 
work on the west side that was 
estimated at $560,000, was 
carried out for $445,000. 

The roof is being redone in 
slate and should last between 
100 and 150 years. In addition, 
major work is also planned to 
better insulate the attic. Water 

has seeped in for years in rainy 
and windy weather, so much 
so that this risk is no longer in-
sured by the Mutuelle des fab-
riques, the church’s insurance 
company. 

The entire job was ex-
pected to cost $1 million ac-
cording to Landry. Instead, the 
bill will reach $1.5 million. 

The Cathedral was opened 
in 1969. 

Workers on the roof of Gaspé Cathedral.

Photo:  N. Sergerie

TIDE PREDICTIONS

New Carlisle 
 
Saturday, July. 10 
03:15 a.m. - 2.00m 
03:48 p.m. - 1.10m 
 
Sunday, July. 11 
03:51 a.m. - 2.00m 
04:27 p.m. - 1.20m 
 
Monday, July. 12 
04:27 a.m. - 2.00m 
05:06 p.m. - 1.20m 
 
Tuesday, July. 13 
05:05 a.m. - 2.00m 
05:48 p.m. - 1.30m 
 
Wednesday, July. 14 
05:45 a.m. - 1.90m 
06:33 p.m. - 1.40m 
 
Thursday, July. 15 
06:27 a.m. - 1.80m 
07:21 p.m. - 1.40m 
 
Friday, July. 16 
07:15 a.m. - 1.70m 
08:12 p.m. - 1.50m 

New Richmond 
 
Saturday, July. 10 
03:27 a.m. - 2.40m 
03:52 p.m. - 1.60m 
 
Sunday, July. 11 
04:05 a.m. - 2.40m 
04:28 p.m. - 1.70m 
 
Monday, July. 12 
04:44 a.m. - 2.50m 
05:07 p.m. - 1.70m 
 
Tuesday, July. 13 
05:22 a.m. - 2.50m 
05:51 p.m. - 1.80m 
 
Wednesday, July. 14 
06:02 a.m. - 2.40m 
06:38 p.m. - 1.80m 
 
Thursday, July. 15 
06:45 a.m. - 2.30m 
07:28 p.m. - 1.90m 
 
Friday, July. 16 
07:32 a.m. - 2.20m 
08:19 p.m. - 1.90m

Gaspé 
 
Saturday, July. 10 
02:47 a.m. - 1.80m 
03:13 p.m. - 1.10m 
 
Sunday, July. 11 
03:23 a.m. - 1.80m 
03:50 p.m. - 1.10m 
 
Monday, July. 12 
04:00 a.m. - 1.80m 
04:28 p.m. - 1.10m 
 
Tuesday, July. 13 
04:38 a.m. - 1.80m 
05:08 p.m. - 1.10m 
 
Wednesday, July. 14 
05:16 a.m. - 1.70m 
05:52 p.m. - 1.20m 
 
Thursday, July. 15 
05:57 a.m. - 1.60m 
06:40 p.m. - 1.20m 
 
Friday, July. 16 
06:41 a.m. - 1.50m 
07:33 p.m. - 1.30m 

Sponsored by the 
Municipality of 
New Carlisle

Subscribe online at 

THEGASPESPEC.COM 
Paper and digital options



LEMASURIER: Kathleen June 
June 24, 1919 - July 14, 1966 
ROSS: Havelock Alward 
November 22, 1921 - July 7, 2009 
ROSS: Wesley Graham  
October 8, 1922 - July 3, 2017 
(Brother of Havelock Ross) 
Time slips by and life goes on, 
But from our hearts you’re never gone. 
We think about you always. 
We talk about you too. 
We have so many memories, 
But we wish we still had you. 
     Love always - Edith, Eileen, Shirley, Kenneth, 
Lorna and Leila. 

ASSELS: Laurine Ena 
ASSELS: Frank (Husband) 
July 5, 1991 - Sadly missed 
Life was hard in your time! 
Life is harder now. 
Life says we will meet again. 
Life says we’ll be all together someday. 
     Miss you Mom, Love you! Your daughter Laurine 
and family, Daniel and wife, James and wife, and 
William. 
 
HOWATSON: E. Joan Fairservice   1932 - 2004 
     In loving memory of E. Joan Fairservice Howat-
son. 
Your life was a blessing, 
Your memory a treasure. 
You are loved beyond words, 
And kissed beyond measure. 
     Forever loved and dearly missed, Harold and 
family. 

nnouncements...A

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

Four Generations  
of Monument Craftsmen

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,  
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS  

SALES REP: 

Steven Imhoff                          418-752-6041  

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond 
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The New Carlisle 
Funeral Association 

extends sympathy to the family of  
Clessy Gallon

In  Memory

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

SIDIAR

DIST
DIES

SUB RYY OF

BONA
125, R
Bona
418 5

Pro com.sgie

, DEF
TTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTSS :

SEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL F,, GAS AND MOTOR OIL

4

216D
AAVVENTURE

Route 132
aventure QC  G0C 1E0
534-2777

CHANDLER
125, Route Leblanc
Pabos QC  G0C 1K0
418 689-2595

GASPÉ
D, Montée Sandy Beach

Gaspé QC  G4X 2B3
4118 368-8777

harnoiseneroud to serve you!Pro

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935
119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que.
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Gaël Tremblay, notary

Serge Barriault, notary

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

This advertising
space could

be yours!

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Richard Ste Croix
Denturologist

Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1

Tel. (418) 368-5425
Fax (418) 368-7290

www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing 
Counter sales

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

GROUPE

GROUP

Happy 90th birthday  
to Carmelita  

Aubert-Simoneau,  
a wonderful mother and 
grandmother and a dear 

friend to many. 
  

We wish we could all be 
together to celebrate this 

milestone with you. 
 

Love from Kev, Karen, 
Rachelle, Alex, Mel, Sonia, 

Tim, Eric and Graham.

Happy 90th Birthday!
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GASPE:  
Gaspe Cancer 
Foundation 

The citizens of the MRC of 
Côte de Gaspé are asked to 
please note that the Annual 
Gaspe Cancer Foundation 
Membership Campaign is in 
full swing. May we remind you 
that membership fees are $12 
per year.  New members have 
a 30-day waiting period be-
fore being eligible to receive 
their travel assistance. 
If you are a member in good 
standing, are afflicted with 
cancer, and must travel out-
side the region for treatment, 
you are eligible for the follow-
ing travel assistance: Chandler 

COAST ROUND-UP COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week 
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

Please send your 
Classified or Coast 

Round-Up to:  
holly.smith@ 

globetrotter.net

DEADLINE FOR 
THIS PAGE: 

WEDNESDAY AT 4 P.M.

COAST ROUND-UP UNITED CHURCH  
Sunday, July 11  

No Service

ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF CANADA 

Sunday, July 11 
New Carlisle  

10 a.m. Morning Prayer 
Port Daniel  

3 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

PARISH OF GASPÉ 
Sunday, July 11 

St. Matthew’s - Peninsula 
2 p.m. Evening Prayer

$50, Maria $80, Rimouski 
$190, Rivière-du-Loup $210, 
Québec $240, Montreal and 
Sherbrooke $300. 
 
GASPE:  

Gaspé County WI 
The Gaspé County WI wishes 
to inform you that they have 
decided to cancel the 2021 
edition of the County Fair in 
September.  The program that 
was originally created for the 
2020 edition of the fair will be 
used for the 2022 fair. So 
please keep all of your com-
pleted entries and continue 
working on new ones. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Drive-In Gospel 
Meetings 

Meetings at Fair Haven Bible 

Campgrounds. Sundays at 2 
p.m. Rain or Shine. COVID-19 
considerations/social distanc-
ing will be respected. All are 
welcome - invite a friend! For 
more information, please call 
418-752-3372. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Heritage New Carlisle 
Afternoon Tea 

Every Wednesday until Au-
gust 25, the Kempffer Centre 
will be holding afternoon tea.  
There will be two sittings 
available at 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
and 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
with options of indoors or the 
outdoor balcony. $10 for 
adults and $7 for children 
under 12. A reservation is re-
quired by calling 418-752-
1334 or by email at 

heritagenc@globetrotter.net.  
For your security, the Kempf-
fer Centre now has two air pu-
rifiers which will be running at 
all times during the tea.  Also, 
windows and doors will be 
open for maximun air flow. 

 GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, even if you do not con-

sider yourself to be an artistic per-

son, inspiration to pursue creative 

endeavors comes to you this 

week. Try something different. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, you will be the planner 

for an event that brings together 

a number of people who share a 

common goal or interest this 

week. Conversations will be stim-

ulating.   

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 

You may be pushed into the pub-

lic eye, Leo, and perhaps you are 

worried that you will not be pre-

pared. You are a natural born 

leader who can impress a crowd. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 

Someone new and exciting comes into 

your life this week, Virgo. You will likely 

spend hours talking about your fields 

of interest, including exotic locations.  

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 

Unusual dreams could spark new 

ideas in your life, Libra. Don’t discount 

them as fantasy. Figure out how you 

can push the boundaries of your imag-

ination. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, you have been craving social 

contact with new and interesting peo-

ple. That is just what you will find at a 

neighborhood gathering this week.  

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 

Sagittarius, if you feel like you have 

been spending too much time at work 

lately, it could be time to dial things 

back a bit. Don’t overdo it. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 

Much of this week will be spent in 

the company of family and close 

friends, Capricorn. Lots of people 

rooting for you might be just what 

you need right now. 

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 

Aquarius, you may decide to host a 

social event at your home over the 

next few days. Don’t put too much 

pressure on guests. See how the 

day unfolds. 

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 

Shake up your schedule, Pisces. 

Engage in something that is out-

side of your comfort zone. Push 

yourself to try new things. 

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, opportunities to discuss 

future business enterprises with 

interested parties arise this 

week. Your meticulous nature 

ensures you are prepared to 

take advantage of these 

chances.   

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 

Others begin to notice how artic-

ulate and charming you can be, 

Taurus. This is a prime time to 

invite friends over or to find a ro-

mantic partner if you’re single. 

 

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 

 

JULY 4  

Post Malone, Singer (26) 

JULY 5 

Edie Falco, Actress (58) 

JULY 6 

Kevin Hart, Comic (42) 

JULY 7 

Ringo Starr, Drummer (81) 

JULY 8 

Jaden Smith, Actor (23) 

JULY 9 

Jack White, Singer (46) 

JULY 10 

Sofia Vergara, Actress (49) 

 

Banana Chocolate Smoothie 
Makes 4 1‐cup servings 
 
1 1⁄2 cups chocolate soy milk 
3 ounces chopped dark  

chocolate 
3 tablespoons cocoa powder,  

preferably Dutch‐processed 
2 tablespoons bee pollen 
2 tablespoons flaxseed oil 
2 cups sliced banana 
1 cup chocolate frozen yogurt 
2 tablespoons shaved  

chocolate for garnish  
(optional) 

 
Combine soy milk, chopped chocolate, cocoa powder, bee pollen, 
flaxseed oil, and banana in a blender or smoothie maker. Blend on 
high speed for 45 seconds or until mixture is puréed and smooth. 
Add frozen yogurt, and blend on high speed again until mixture is 
smooth. Serve immediately, garnished with chocolate shavings, 
if desired.  

Why do we say ... 
by Gary Briand 

 

We all have had sidekicks. 

In the late fifties at university, I 

often encountered the greeting, 

"Gary, good to see you, but 

who's your sidekick?" 

Today, "sidekick" means a 

trusted friend, a companion, 

male or female. But the word 

had a far different association 

earlier. Strange as it may be, 

"sidekick" is associated with 

the nefarious act of pickpocket-

ing. 

Americans once called the 

side pockets of men's trousers 

"sidekicks." These are the hard-

est pockets to pick because they 

are closest to the hands of the 

victim whose legs are con-

stantly in motion. Therefore any 

wise man to the way of pick-

pocketing kept his wallet in his 

trusty side pocket or "side 

kick." The word thus became 

slang for a faithful buddy, a 

partner who is always at one's 

side.   O. Henry first recorded 

the term for one of his stories in 

1904. 

On the lighter side...



NEW RICHMOND: There is a 

new pizza place located at 154. 

Boul. Perron, and the offerings 

are varied, not just pizza but 

that certainly is owner Kim 

MacInnis’ biggest seller. 

Garage Pizzeria offers coffee, 

tea, muffins, danishes and 

cookies all day long. Starting at 

11 a.m. daily pizza and garlic 

fingers are available to order. 

After 4 p.m., potato wedges, 

boneless chicken wings and 

nachos may be ordered.  

You can choose to order for 

takeout and there is seating 

available, both indoors and 

outside. In addition, deliv-

ery is available after 4 

p.m. Currently Kim is 

in the planning 

stages of purchas-

ing a property to 

build a restau-

rant in the next 

year. Kim 

comments, “I 

have learned 

in the past 

three years 

that it takes a 

lot of patience 

and heartache be-

fore these big proj-

ects completed.” 

In March when Kim 

was in the process of pur-

chasing a piece of property in 

New Richmond, the pandemic 

hit. Due to the uncertainty of 

the times, she made the deci-

sion to rent for now. Kim feels 

this is a positive because she 

has time to increase her cus-

tomer base. It took over four 
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                      Diane  Skinner

her dream come true.  

Kim has no formal training 

other than a Home Economics 

course she took in high school, 

but she has always enjoyed 

cooking. She has been cooking 

since the age of 14 and for her 

own family. Kim loves to read 

through recipes for new and 

exciting ideas.  

Kim and her family moved 

from Ontario to th Gaspé 18 

years ago. At first, she stayed 

home and opened a private 

daycare and tells Spec that she 

loved her job but after eight 

years she wanted to get out of 

the house to work. She applied 

for an employment opportunity 

through CASA to be the Assis-

tant CLC (Community Learn-

ing Centre) Coordinator at 

New Richmond High School. 

Kim’s own children were get-

ting older and so she did not 

need to be home to look after 

them. At the end of that year 

the CLC coordinator who also 

ran the hot lunch program left 

her position and Kim thought 

that she would love to do that 

job.  

Now, ten years later Kim 

looks back and feels that hav-

ing that job was a win-win sit-

uation. She had been 

volunteering at the school and 

some of the students had at-

tended Kim’s daycare and 

summer camp. She loved see-

ing the children and being at 

the school also gave her the op-

portunity to interact with 

adults. She still offers the hot 

lunch program at the school 

and has her own pizzeria! 

Kim was offering a pizza 

catering service for three years 

and ran the canteen for the New 

Richmond Agricultural Soci-

ety. She has a great deal of ex-

perience cooking and catering.  

Kim’s personal favourites 

are the specialty pizzas includ-

ing chicken alfredo, butter 

chicken and Hawaiian. 

Currently Garage Pizzeria is 

open from Tuesday to Saturday 

and offers bilingual service. In 

the fall online ordering will 

also be available.  

YES is a non-profit, com-

munity-driven English-lan-

guage service provider that 

assists Quebecers province-

wide find employment and 

start and grow businesses.

                       Diane Skinner

months to 

complete the 

n e c e s s a r y  

renovations, 

obtain  

equipment and finish all paper-

work.  

  Kim 

gives credit 

for the assis-

tance she has 

r e c e i v e d  

through YES 

and YES 

coach Coby 

Ingham who 

assisted with her business plan 

and applications for a business 

loan through the MRC to make 
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Pizzeria opens in New Richmond

Charcuterie, perfect for informal gatherings

In summertime, the living is 

easy, less formal. Serving 

charcuterie (a variety of cold 

foods, such as meats, fruit, 

cheeses, nuts and more) on a 

wooden serving platter is one 

of the quickest and easiest 

meals around. It is a fun, 

communal type of meal 

which is normally placed in 

the centre of the table and 

diners choose what they want, 

often while chatting and per-

haps sipping on a cold, white 

wine. Originally charcuterie 

referred to only meats served 

on a board, but it has evolved 

to mean a variety of cold 

foods.  

When you make your 

charcuterie board, strive to 

vary the flavours, textures and 

even the colours. It is a feast 

for the eyes as well. You 

know that you have suc-

ceeded in making a great 

charcuterie when people see it 

for the first time and say, 

“Wow, that looks great!”  

When you create your char-

cuterie board, go for a variety 

of colours as well.  

There are no rules for 

making a charcuterie board, 

just a few guidelines.  They 

are unique because each one 

is different and made to suit 

the tastes of your guests - and 

feel free to use what you have 

on hand.  A longer list might 

include salami, pepperoni, 

dates, olives, pickles, chopped 

veggies such as cucumber, 

cherry tomatoes, carrot sticks 

or radish, crackers, thinly 

sliced baguette, fresh (espe-

cially grapes) or dried fruit, 

cheeses, dips and nuts. The 

aim is that all items should be 

bite-sized and no cutlery is re-

quired. This is fun dining, and 

children love it too! You may 

put out a few spreaders for 

soft cheeses. You can offer 

small plates or diners may eat 

straight from the board to 

their hand to their mouth.  

The board itself is impor-

tant. It should be wooden and 

can be whatever style you 

prefer, or have on hand. Many 

people choose a round board, 

but there are no firm rules so 

choose what you like. A new 

board would make a lovely 

gift for a friend or for your-

self.  

For those who take these 

matters seriously, it is felt that 

the best wood is a non-porous 

hardwood. Porous or non-

porous, what is the big deal? 

Porous wood will absorb 

water and odours which is not 

good. Aim for non-porous. 

This would include hard 

maple, cherry, olive and bam-

boo. They have a dense grain 

that can handle wear and tear. 

Wood to stay away from in-

cludes cedar, pine, larch and 

fir. If you want to be fancy, 

you can use marble or kitchen 

slate. If you choose kitchen 

slate, the big bonus is that it is 

dishwasher safe. Reminder – 

no wood should go into the 

dishwasher.  

You can make your own 

one-of-a-kind charcuterie 

board but be sure to research 

because there are some help-

ful guidelines to follow. This 

includes using a non-porous 

hardwood and making sure 

that the wood is completely 

dry before you begin. Use a 

mixture of beeswax and food 

grade mineral oil as a sealant.  

Charcuterie is great for the 

host or hostess too, because as 

long as you have all the foods 

you wish to serve on hand, 

after a bit of chopping and 

slicing, dinner is served! Yum! 

When you prepare charcuterie, 
strive to vary the flavours, textures 

and even the colours. 

 Kim MacInnis, owner of  
Garage Pizzeria in New Rich-

mond, tells us that her best seller 
is all-dressed pizza available in  

6, 12, 15 and 18 inch sizes.

Garage Pizzaria offers  
take-out, as well as indoor 

and outdoor seating.
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Representative

Robert BilodeauDream it! Build it! Live it!
CHOOSE AN HMC BUILT HOUSE
Factory-built, sheltered from the weather using a method
which reduces costs and production time offering the highest
quality standards and the best energy efficiency

IMAGINE YOUR HMC HOME A move in ready home with the decor

of your choice and designed the way you want, no hassles, no worries

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

1 877 666-3168
hmcmaison.com
RBQ: 8000-7883-06

                      Diane  Skinner

NEW CARLISLE: Amy Gal-

lon loves to bake and has 

started her own small busi-

ness, Creative Cakes. She 

lives in New Carlisle with her 

husband Fred and their chil-

dren Olivia, three years old 

and Oscar who is one. 

Amy has completed train-

ing for cooking and the safe 

and proper handling of food 

and is proud to mention that 

she has earned all her papers 

for these courses.  She gradu-

ated in 2005, however, Amy 

started baking when she was 

really young with her father. 

She tells Spec, “My dad 

would have a latenight sweet 

tooth and I would help him to 

make a box cake and then I 

would help him to eat it.” 

She currently bakes cus-

tom cakes and a variety of 

sweets. Amy mentions that 

she makes macarons, which 

are a small round cake with a 

meringue-like consistency, 

that may be made with egg 

whites, sugar and powdered 

almonds but there are a vari-

ety of different ingredients 

that can be used. They al-

ways consist of two halves 

with a creamy fill-

ing in be-

tween. She 

also of-

f e r s  

cakes i -

cles and 

c u s t o m  

cakes. Her 

best seller at 

the moment are the 

macarons. She likes to make 

these delicious little cookies 

and try out new flavours. 

When asked what her 

favourite thing to bake is, she 

replies, “That would be 

something I’ve never tried 

before so that I can put my 

own spin on it. I like to chal-

lenge myself.”  

However, her 

favourite treat 

to eat herself 

is a recipe 

that she 

l e a r n e d  

from her 

father for 

m a k i n g  

peanut butter 

fudge. The recipe origi-

nally came from Amy’s 

grandfather on her mother’s 

side and it has been passed 

down in the family. She adds, 

Creative Cakes by Amy 

“It’s absolutely the best!” 

In the future she hopes to 

continue having fun baking 

while creating delicious 

desserts.  

For more information visit 

the Creative Cakes facebook 

page.
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Amy Gallon bakes custom 
cakes and other delicious desserts. 

Daughter Olivia, 3, proudly  
displays her mom’s sign.

Macarons are a very popular treat and are a type of small cake that consist of two halves with a creamy filling in between. 
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