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Daring deer rescue on the Cascapedia River

Cynthia Dow

@

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: “1
just couldn’t pass by one more
time and see them out there,”
Codey Martin told SPEC. His
sentiments were echoed by his
friends Austin Legouffe and
Christopher  Caplin. “We
couldn’t leave them to freeze to
death!”

On Friday, December 10,
the three young men, Codey
and Christopher from Ges-
gapegiag and Austin from Cas-
capedia, risked life and limb to
save a doe and her two fawns
stranded on the ice near the
mouth of the Cascapedia River.

It is possible the deer had
been on the ice since Wednes-
day evening, December 8. In
any case, by Thursday morning
they were clearly visible lying
on the ice to passersby on
MacKay Road or on the bridge
over Highway 132. At the time
the ice was extremely thin and

Two of the three deer stranded on the ice of the
Cascapedia River on the morning of December 10.

ice, particularly at this time of
the year.

The Gesgapegiag Police
Department and Band Council
also issued a press release on
Thursday asking people not to

either shore. It is a testament to
their toughness that they sur-
vived a reported windchill of
minus 17 from Thursday night
into Friday morning.

Codey told SPEC that when
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smooth, and the deer could not
stand up without their feet
splaying out on either side.
Wildlife officers were
called and one came to investi-
gate the situation. He explained
to SPEC that one of his objec-
tives was to discourage locals
from trying to save the deer as,
at the time, the ice conditions
were extremely unstable. This
part of the river is tidal, so the
combination of salt water and
river currents makes it difficult
to assess the consistency of the

Austin Legouffe, Codey Martin and Christopher
Caplin stand in front of the river estuary where they
rescued the deer on December 10.

intervene because of the poten-
tial danger.

But by Friday there was a
hue and cry on social media.
One intervention stated, “Is
this community really going to
let those deer die out there?”’

The deer were far apart on
the ice, and could not huddle
together for warmth. The res-
cuers estimate that the doe was
about 200 feet from her fawns,
who were themselves about 40
feet apart. The three animals
were several hundred feet from

he arrived at the riverside with
his boat, the wildlife officer
was still not keen on the idea of
trying to rescue the animals. “I
just told him: ‘T don’t care what
you say, I’'m going to get
them.” But by the time we were
done, he was relieved.”

With the help of several
other volunteers, the rescuers
got Codey’s 16-foot aluminum
boat down a steep slope to the
edge of the river, and away
they went, using pick-poles
from the Cascapedia Fire De-
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partment to propel the boat
along.

“The boat went into the
water not far from shore, but
otherwise we were on ice all
the way. It was about five
inches thick. But once the boat
was wet, it kept sticking to the
ice,” Austin said. Christopher
explained that, once past the
open water, the boat did not go
through the ice because the
weight of the three young men
was distributed over such a
large surface.

They told SPEC they had
planned to take the deer one by
one to a nearby island, but that

plan was soon discarded.
Luckily, it was not that difficult
to get the three deer into the
boat. “The fawns weighed
about 40 pounds each and the
doe perhaps 120 pounds,”
Austin said. They laid them on
blankets on the bottom of the
boat, and put other blankets on
top to keep them from panick-
ing. It seemed to work as the
deer were calm all the way
back.

A rope had been tied to the
boat to help haul it back in, and
volunteers on the shore pulled
to lighten the burden on the
three rescuers. In all the opera-
tion took about an hour and 15
minutes.

Once at the riverside, the
deer were kept under blankets
in the boat which was placed
on its trailer and hauled by
truck into a nearby field a fair
distance from the river. The an-
imals were released in a
wooded area. “The wardens
took over after that. We have
not heard how they are doing,”
Austin said. “They were lying
down in the woods when we
left.”

Codey quipped that they
were “expensive deer” as his
truck’s front axle was damaged
to the tune of $1,000 by the
towing required to get it and
the trailer up the steep slope
from the riverside.
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The doe was about 200
feet from her fawns.
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We all have questiqns
about the vaccine

Is the COVID-19 vaccine

for children the same as
the one for adults?

The vaccine given to children under the age of 12 contains

a smaller amount of mRNA, because children have a stronger
immune response than adults. Despite the smaller dose,

the vaccine is just as effective as the one for adults.

Get answers to all your questions
about the vaccine at

Québec.ca/YOUTHvaccine

Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect us all.

Votre o Québec
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In I’Anse-a-Valleau during the search for the unfortunate victim last April.

Drowning death of René Gagnon
due to inadequate equipment

Nelson Sergerie

@

GASPE - René Gagnon, 53,
from Petit-Cap, died by
drowning following environ-
mental hypothermia and in-
adequate diving equipment
during a fatal outing in the
Gulf of Saint Lawrence River
on April 9 in I’ Anse-a-Val-
leau.

These are the conclusions
of Coroner Donald Nicole
who investigated this tragedy.
The man had gone snorkeling
at the end of the day. Worried
about his absence in the early
evening, his relatives alerted
the emergency services. The
search continued for two days
and his body was found 25
kilometres from the scene of
his disappearance.

The man was used to snor-
keling and his equipment al-

lowed him to do so for about
40 minutes. He was well ac-
quainted with the site. When
it was time to dive, he had
just acquired new equipment
and was wearing a hypother-
mic suit.

Equipment
made in China

The expertise carried out
by the coroner determined
that this equipment came
from China and that it pre-
sented several defects which
made it difficult to breathe,
when using one of the respi-
ratory systems and consumed
the air contained in the cylin-
der of the other breathing as-
sembly very quickly.

In addition, the com-
pressed air cylinders and
"breathable" air from Mr.

Gagnon's compressor showed
significant contamination and
did not meet Canadian stan-
dards.

When Mr. Gagnon disap-
peared, divers from the
Streté du Québec, who had
participated in the search, in-
dicated that the water temper-
ature was around 2.7°C. At
this temperature, even with a
wetsuit, signs of hypothermia
and altered consciousness can
be felt quickly.

All the evidence gathered
by the coroner suggests that
the victim probably died by
drowning in the late after-
noon of April 9, 2021, fol-
lowing the use of defective
diving equipment that did not
comply with Canadian stan-
dards. and prolonged snorkel-
ing in the cold waters of the
gulf.

$300,000 deficit at Gaspé airport

Nelson Sergerie

&

GASPE - Despite a recovery
in air transport, Gaspé air-
port will end 2021 with a
deficit, but it will be less
than 2020.

The amount passengers
has not returned to its former
numbers.

"We are lining up to have
just under 10,000 passengers
this year, whereas in a regu-
lar year we have around
25,000 passengers. We're less
than half. In financial terms,
we had a deficit of just over
$800,000. This year, it will be
around $300,000,” explains
Mayor Daniel Coté.

Gaspé has an envelope
available from Quebec of
$1.6 million to cover its
deficit for the years 2020 and

2021. About $1.1 million will
be used which leaves room to
maneuver if 2022 shows a
loss.

“There may be room for
negotiation if we don’t find a
way to the positive side,”
says the mayor, who remains
confident because ridership
continues to grow and if the

trend continues, a balance
should be reached by 2022.

Beach management

With the summer 2021 re-
port, Gaspé says it is ready to
renew the beach management
agreement with Quebec and
the Mi'gmaq Nation of
Gespeg.

Preliminary discussions
have taken place with the rel-
evant ministries but with the

absence of the head of
Gespeg, who is off work, the
process has fallen a bit be-
hind.

Quebec must consult the
Nation.

“It will be done gradually.
We were asked to announce
our stand by our other part-
ners. We can say the results
of the last year went well. We
are ready to fully renew the
agreement from last year, but
we are still open to discus-
sions and negotiations with
our partners from the Gespeg
First Nation,” explains Mr.
Coté.

After the crisis experi-
enced in 2020, Gaspé had ap-
plied for and obtained the
right to manage the beaches
of Haldimand, Douglastown
and Boom Defence in a lease

Police report

The Administrative Tribunal of Quebec, mental disorders review
division, has determined on December 16 that Brandon Metallic,
charged with the non-premeditated double murder of a young girl

and a man in his early twenties, is now fit to stand trial. Those mur-
ders occurred on May 15 in Listuguj. The three judges of the Ad-
ministrative Tribunal rendered the decision just a few minutes after
the end of the representations made by the director of criminal and
penal prosecutions, Florence Frappier-Routhier, and the defense
lawyer, Hugo Caissy. The latter had been appointed to represent the
accused.

Ms. Frappier-Routhier and Mr. Caissy had come to the same con-
clusion during these pleadings, to the effect that Brandon Metallic
was now able to recognize the roles of each party in a trial, and that
he was also able to instruct the lawyer who will represent him.

Florence Frappier-Routhier also recommended that the accused re-
main at the Louis-Philippe-Pinel Institute until further decision by
the Quebec Court. That institute is a psychiatric hospital. Hugo
Caissy pointed out that his client wants to go back to prison but
that the decision belongs to the Quebec Court.

Brandon Metallic was questioned during the Administrative Tribu-
nal hearing. Although a publication ban was imposed on any mur-
der evidence content, he pointed out that he will likely be
represented by someone other than Hugo Caissy during the trial.
This lawyer should be Campbellton’s Leslie Matchim, whom he has
already contacted. That lawyer must obtain permission from the
Quebec Bar in order to work in the Gaspé Peninsula court house.

Brandon Metallic was declared unfit to stand trial on September 10
following a lengthy psychiatric assessment at the Louis-Philippe-
Pinel Institute. He did not recognize the significance of the charges
against him at the time. He had been sent for treatment to make
him fit to stand trial. As of November 12, however, no progress
was reported, which necessitated the intervention of the Adminis-
trative Tribunal of Quebec. The psychiatric team said on December
16 that progress had been made over the past month. The 29-year-
old Listuguj man was due to return to the Court of Quebec on May
10, 2022 but Hugo Caissy says he will try to revive the case before
the end of the year.

A publication ban also hits the identity of the victims. The investi-
gation into the murders is being carried out by the Quebec City Po-
lice Department. The Independent Investigations Bureau is also
verifying the facts surrounding the operation carried out on May 15
by the Sureté du Québec and the Listuguj police officers.
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A December 16 traffic accident in Maria claimed the life of an adult
man from the Bay of Chaleur area Clovis Roussel, aged 84, of Cat-
leton. The collision occurred at 4:10 p.m. A tractor and trailer tan-
dem was leaving a business located at 143 Highway 132 near the
intersection of that highway and Xavier-Audet Road when the
trailer was hit by a sports utility vehicle (SUV). “The truck was going
east and had reached the lane leading to the east, but the trailer was
still taking some space in the opposite lane. It looks as if the driver
of the SUV never saw the trailer. He was going west. The road con-
ditions and the weather were still good. It happened on a straight
line and there is no hilly part of the road in that area. The emergency
services took the driver to Maria hospital. Resuscitation manceuvres
were carried out along the way to the hospital but he had sustained
critical injuries and he was pronounced dead at the hospital. High-
way 132 was closed for a couple of hours to allow our accident tech-
conduct his investigation,” explained Sergeant
Audrey-Anne Bilodeau, of the Sareté du Québec, shortly after the
collision.

nician to
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A man in his sixties was fatally wounded, on December 16 in Gaspé.
The pedestrian was walking at approximately 5:10 p.m. when a in-
toxicated female driver in her thitrties, hit him head-on near 112,
boulevard Gaspé. A doctor who was nearby gave first aid to the un-
fortunate man, who was transported to the Hotel-Dieu hospital
where he died of his injuries later the same evening, The female
driver was also transported to the Gaspé hospital after suffering
from shock. The name of the victim is Patrick Donovan, aged 63,
from Gaspé. As the SPEC was reaching its deadline, the driver was
to appear on December 17 at the Percé courthouse to face charges
related to the tragedy.
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Editorial page

Gilles Gagné
Commentary

Transport in the Gaspé Peninsula:

a need for decentralization

Two months after the start of his term in 2018,
Quebec Premier Francois Legault came to the
Gaspé Peninsula a week before Christmas to an-
nounce grants totalling $21.7 million for four air-
port improvement projects.

He spiced the announcement with a clumsy
sentence he seems really talented for. “Even if the
Gaspé Peninsula did not vote for the CAQ, we will
be your government. We'll make sure it's the last
time you don't vote for us!"

It goes without saying, however, that people
are served by the government, whether or not
they vote for the Coalition avenir Québec. In
2018, outraged by the wind power bashing and
the Port-Daniel cement plant critics expressed by
Mr. Legault during the electoral campaign,
Gaspesians had shunned him and his party.

Since then, the Quebec government has reg-
ularly messed up in the Gaspé Peninsula, but
also on the North Shore and in the Lower Saint
Lawrence regions. The urgent improvement in
transport is the gauge of a profound misunder-
standing of the reality of these regions by the
CAQ. The mess of day care services, the lack of
recognition of a housing crisis and the indiffer-
ence to the demographic balance of the rural re-
gions come close behind but the transportation
file comes ahead in the inefficiency standings.

So let's stick to transport: the mess is so thor-
ough that we don't know where to start when pre-
senting the overall picture of the situation! On the
water, the woes of the F.-A.-Gauthier ferry be-
tween Matane and the North Shore are a drag de-
priving three regions of a link that should normally

Dear Mme. LeBouthillier,

We are your constituents, having resided in
Wakeham all our lives, and am writing to you
today to request your urgent assistance - Canada
Post is taking away our home mail service! Can
you help please?

On December 10, | collected our mail from our
mailbox at the end of the driveway, as | have for
the past 60+ years. Inside was a letter from
Canada Post advising us that they are concerned
about the safety of home mail delivery in our area,
that they would be conducting a safety study over
the next 6 months and as of Monday, December
13, 2021, our home delivery would be stopped
during this safety study period. The letter also ad-
vised that we would now receive our mail at a
community mailbox 1/2 mile away and they in-
cluded a single key to the same.

Imagine our distress that we could no longer
receive our mail daily at our home. | quickly had
phone calls from my neighbours who also re-
ceived the same letter from Canada Post. We are
in our nineties and fortunately we are healthy, mo-
bile and fully capable of living alone in our own
home. The community mailbox we will now have
to use is 1/2 mile away from our home, not merely
a block away as in most urban settings. That dis-
tance is not walkable for most people in their
eighties and nineties, particularly in a Gaspe win-
ter along a highway with usually high snowbanks
and the occasional icy patch.

So, instead of a pleasant daily walk down our
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be socially and economically reliable.

The ship's unreliability is attributable to the pre-
vious Liberal Party regime’s lame decision-mak-
ing process, as the Société des traversiers du
Québec, the province’s government owned ferry
company, opted for a cheap new ferry instead of
a more expensive ship that would have been
more efficient and less costly over the long term.
The flawed ferry alternatives used during the nu-
merous trips of the F.-A.-Gauthier to the drydock,
the purchase of the dangerous Apollo and the ill-
suited Saaremaa 1, make the CAQ look bad.

The damage inflicted on Highway 132 on the
north side of the Gaspé Peninsula during the
storm of December 3 also demonstrates the in-
ability of the public authorities in that sector, which
was marked by a similar episode in December
2016.

Transport Minister Francois Bonnardel can
say that the authorities have identified 273 fragile
locations in Quebec’s maritime regions. Prioriti-
zation clearly poses a problem with Transports
Québec mostly essentially plugging holes instead
of being proactive.

Inaction seems to dominate in air transport.
The withdrawal of Air Canada in June 2020, in the
midst of the pandemic, certainly required a rapid
return to service according to a known model, the
private enterprise. However, it is clear that with
the constraints of municipally owned airports held
on balanced budgets, a private carrier will never
make tickets affordable. It will use that excuse to
adjust its price to the airport charges.

So, 18 months after Air Canada's departure
from Gaspé, a return ticket to Montreal still costs
$1,300, while the $400 threshold constitutes a
barrier to use over medium distances.

There are proven solutions outside Quebec,
such as the cooperative model or starting up a
public carrier. In the Quebec context, the majority
of plane tickets between rural regions and major
cities are used by federal, provincial and munici-
pal civil servants.

Consequently, those governments are thus

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

driveway to retrieve the incoming mail or to post
an outgoing letter, my husband will now have to
make a special trip in the car to the community
mailbox. He is unlikely to do this on a daily basis.
Many of our elderly neighbours will not have this
option as they no longer have a car and are inca-
pable of walking 1/2 mile each way to post or get
their mail.

Here are our reactions to this huge lump of
coal from Canada Post just two weeks before
Christmas! A poor Christmas present indeed.

- Why is there suddenly a safety issue after
60+ years of daily delivery to our home mailbox -
what has changed?

- What about the safety and mental anguish of
the elderly or disabled customers who will now
have to get to and from the community mailbox
1/2 mile away, especially during inclement
weather?

- Why can home delivery not continue during
this 6 month study period?

- Why was there no consultation with the af-
fected homes?

- Has Canada Post considered the environ-
mental impact of the extra emissions of having
many more cars starting up and then driving to
and from the community mailbox instead of a sin-
gle Canada Post employee? This seems to be
directly counter to actions by Canadians and our
governments to reduce our emissions in a climate
emergency.

- Is Wakeham the only community in Canada

subsidizing air carriers at a cost of tens of millions
of dollars per year, to the detriment of a demo-
cratic use of the plane that could come through a
call for tenders applied to all those civil servants’
tickets. Other citizens could benefit from a call for
tenders attempt to get the best ticket price for
those tens of thousands of civil servants flying
regularly. More people would use air services and
carriers would at least cover their expenses and
probably make profits.

What justifies the inertia of a government led
by a premier who once made a career in avia-
tion? Mystery, but one can think that Mr. Legault,
anxious to pass for a man motivated by the re-
sults, remains frozen in a known model but ill-
suited to the rural regions since the mid-1980s.

However, it is currently rail transport, relatively
speaking, that suffers the most from governmen-
tal paralysis. In the Gaspé Peninsula, Transports
Québec, which acquired the Matapedia-Gaspé
line in 2015, is simply not able to maintain an ac-
ceptable pace for the repair of these 325 kilome-
tres of rail.

From studies carried out in 2011, it is clear that
repairing bridges is the major issue here. In April
2019, Francois Legault indicated that it would
take seven years for the line to be repaired as far
as Gaspé. Almost 60% of its length had previ-
ously been put into dormancy by the Liberal gov-
ernment in 2015.

Answering to outraged users of the rail who
could hardly believe that seven-year delay, the
premier corrected the situation in August 2019 by
subtracting ... a year. In the defense of the CAQ
government, years of repairing bridges were lost
between 2015 and 2018. Calls for tenders initi-
ated at the end of 2018 and in 2019 gave hope to
Gaspesiens, Transports Québec notably commit-
ted to reopening the line to Port Daniel by the end
of 2022.

Today, nothing is going well. It has been 18
months since a call for tenders was published by
Transports Québec for the repair of a single

Continued on page 19

that has this new safety issue, or is this a Gaspe
Peninsula or Canada wide issue?

Please intervene directly with Canada Post
and with your colleagues in the Government of
Canada on behalf of elderly and disabled citizens
to stop this new unacceptable policy. Please don't
let Canada Post take away our home mail deliv-
ery!

Thank-you for your immediate attention to this
urgent matter.

Sincerely, Marguerite and Dennis Palmer
Wakeham, Quebec
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Gaspé Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands economy was
prosperous in 2021, according to Mouvement Desjardins

Gilles Gagné

NEW RICHMOND - Like
the Quebec economy, the
economy of the Gaspé
Peninsula and the Magdalen
Islands rebounded in 2021,
after the forced downturn in
2020 due to the pandemic.
According to the Mouve-
ment Desjardins, growth
should once again charac-
terize the region's economy
in 2022, but at a more mod-
erate pace.

In addition, while tradi-
tionally, the Gaspé Peninsula
and Magdalen Islands econ-
omy lags behind the Quebec
economy, even when things
are going well, a new trend
has been emerging in recent
years, with the growth rate in
the region remaining very
close to that of Quebec, and
some times even exceeding
it, such as in 2019.

“The first highlight is that
the economic recovery is
very well underway in the
Gaspé Peninsula and the
Magdalen Islands. The data is
very encouraging for this re-
turn of the economy in the
post-slowdown context of
2020, a slowdown due to the

pandemic,” says Chantal
Routhier, senior economist at
Desjardins.

The data for the Peninsula
and Magdalen Islands shows
a pace similar to 2019.

The nominal gross domes-
tic product, which had been
marked by an increase of 8%
in 2019, almost twice the
4.4% of Quebec, is expected
to climb 10% in 2021, to $3.7
billion, when the year is over.
This is almost as much as the
10.6% in Quebec. This gross
domestic product should in-
crease by 5.6% in 2022,
again quite close to 6.3% in
Quebec.

In the 2019-2022 horizon,
the per capita regional gross
domestic product increases as
quickly as that of Quebec
during favourable years, and
it declined less rapidly over
the less favourable period in
2020. For example, it should
increase by 9.9% in the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Is-
lands this year, almost as
much as the 10.3% in Que-
bec. That trend takes into ac-
count Desjardins’ projection
for the last month of 2021
and year 2022.

The region is also per-
forming quite well in terms
of annual investments, hav-
ing just registered three con-
secutive increases. Thus,
between 2019 and 2021, the

scape for several years.
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Cranes and construction sites have been an integral part of the Gaspé and Madelinot land-
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cumulative increase in the
value of total starts reached
22.7%, $632 million. During
the same period, the Quebec
increase was 5.5%, a number
that reflects the decline in
2020.

The number of real estate
transactions increased by
20.6% in the Gaspé Peninsula
and the Magdalen Islands be-
tween 2019 and 2021, com-
pared to 14.7% in Quebec.
The average selling price
jumped 17% in the region,
this time between 2020 and
2021, compared to 15% in
Quebec.

“The diversification ef-
forts of recent years have
come to fruition. It should be
remembered that in 2019, the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Is-
lands  experienced  the
strongest economic growth of
all the regions of Quebec.
Jobs are good and we are also
seeing good investments.
There was a decrease in the
value of investments in 2018
after the end of construction
of MclInnis Cement (in 2017)
in  Port-Daniel-Gascons,”
notes Chantal Routhier.

She stresses the amounts
earmarked for the refurbish-
ment of the Matapedia-Gaspé
railway as another important
source of investment over the
years to come. Of the $280.8
million announced by both
levels of government since
2017, about $200 million re-
mains to be invested.

She also remarks that “the
turn taken by several compa-
nies to allow their employees
to return to work safely has
been well done. This is what
makes this year a period
where the level of employ-
ment is returning to the pre-
pandemic threshold."

Several of the determining
economic sectors of the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Is-
lands performed well in 2021

and are expected to maintain
high and even higher activity
thresholds for the foreseeable
future.

“The fishing industry has
performed very well. The
medium to long term outlook
in the wind energy sector
means that the industry is
very well positioned to take
advantage of future develop-
ments. In construction, the
hours worked are on the rise
and in tourism, the region has
had a very good year,” says
Chantal Routhier.

A few factors lead her to
predict that the investments
in construction will be main-
tained for a few years, no-
tably the planned replace-
ment of existing wind farms
and the addition of new ones,
whether they are located in
the Gaspé Peninsula and the
Magdalen Islands or else-
where. The $170 million ex-
pansion of the LM
Windpower windmill blade
manufacturing plant in Gaspé
represents a major develop-
ment in several aspects.

“The vigor of investments
should go well in the medium
term because the project to
install an underwater electric
cable between the Gaspé
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Peninsula and the Magdalen
Islands should result in an in-
vestment of $1 billion, and
because a sum of $3 billion is
planned for future wind
farms. (...) The Alliance de
I'Est, the collaboration be-
tween the Lower Saint
Lawrence, the Gaspé¢ Penin-
sula and the Magdalen Is-
lands in the wind power
sector, should land new wind
farms, the large component
factories will work and the
construction workforce in the
region will benefit from it, in
several  respects,”  Ms.
Routhier says.

However, the region faces
some challenges if it is to
maintain the momentum of
the past few years. There
were 1,925 jobs available in
the second quarter of 2021, a
phenomenon unheard of in
decades.

“The unemployment rate
is decreasing but not only be-
cause there are more jobs.
The number of retirees also
explains that reality,” she
adds.

That unemployment rate
is still much higher than Que-
bec’s average but it is de-
creasing, as it went from
13.3% in 2019 to 13.2% in

2020 and 13% this year. It is
expected to stand around
11.5% in 2022. Quebec’s rate
went from 8.9% in 2020 to
6.1% this year and it could
reach 4.6% in 2022.

The region must also in-
crease its interregional migra-
tory balance, an already
positive balance for years,
which has led to a slight
growth of its total population
0f0.3% in 2020. This growth
is expected to be 0.1% in
2021. The high representation
of older people in the region’s
population pyramid adds
pressure to interregional mi-
gration, she explains, never-
theless confident that the
Gaspé Peninsula and the
Magdalen Islands can suc-
ceed in attracting even more
people than now.

“I'm not a demographer,
and I won't be making a pre-
diction in that regard. The re-
gion has a lot to offer. The
city is less important than be-
fore in the choice of workers.
The region has demonstrated
its ability to bounce back
from hard knocks. Yes, there
is an aging demographic real-
ity which is more important
in Gaspé Peninsula and the
Islands, but the forecasts are
less and less negative. The
downward figures are less
and less strong,” remarks
Chantal Routhier.

The scarcity of affordable
housing is also a major chal-
lenge in the peninsula and the
archipelago, but the econo-
mist notes possible solutions
suggested by regional socio-
economic leaders, particu-
larly in Gaspé, where a major
real estate project of 144
units has been completed. It
was announced in September.
“In the Islands, they have re-
vised the municipal develop-
ment plan, among other
measures, to stimulate new
construction,” she says.
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are progressing slowly.
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The railroad is also another active area, despite the fact that calls for tender on the line's brldges
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Unipéche MDM will not build a new
plant due to exploding construction costs

Gilles Gagné

@

PASPEBIAC - The Gestion
Unipéche MDM management
is abandoning its project to
build a new seafood process-
ing plant in Paspebiac. That
project was announced in
July 2012, just before an elec-
toral campaign. Due to rising
construction costs, the com-
pany is relying instead on up-
grading the current plant.

The construction project
was postponed many times
over the last nine years, in
particular due to environmen-
tal requirements. Now, the
2012 venture is being com-
pletely abandoned.

The director general of
Unipéche MDM, Gino Le-
brasseur, indicates that the
delays have caused construc-
tion costs to explode.

“The more time passed,
the more the costs increased.
We started from an initial
project of $27-28 million
which grew to almost $60
million, according to the last
update. It more than dou-
bled,” he explains.

According to Mr. Le-
brasseur, the decision to ren-
ovate the current plant rather
than build a new facility is a

Epgwas’g

@

LISTUGUIJ — The Epgwas’g
shelter for homeless people
living in Listuguj will soon
become more than a project,
as it will be opening soon.
Epgwas’g chairperson, Cathy
Martin, thinks the shelter
could even open before the
end of 2021.

Epgwas’g, is a verb which
means in Mi’gmagq shelter by
wrapping somebody in order
to protect him or her.

The shelter project pro-
gressed immensely at the end
of the summer and beginning
of the fall when the team be-
hind the initiative raised
$70,000 in the community,
out of a typical grassroot
movement.

The project reached an-
other important milestone on
December 14 when the board
of directors announced the
official approval of funding
from Quebec’s Secrétariat
aux affaires autochtones for
the purpose of hiring a short-
term administrator. The sum
received in that case amounts
to a little over $40,000.

Gilles Gagné

The owners of Gestion Unipéche MDM have decided to modernize
their current plant instead of building a new facility.

business decision and a good
compromise.

“If we had opted for the
project with such a significant
cost overrun, it could have
ended the business, admits the
director general. The goal is
to continue operations and
control what can be con-
trolled. In business today, it
moves so quickly. Updating
the current plant is easier to
control and helps ensure bet-
ter business continuity.”

Gino Lebrasseur explains
that the many steps taken over
the past nine years with con-
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sultants, engineering firms,
equipment manufacturers and
financial partners with the
aim of building a new facility
are not in vain.

“Not everything we have
done is wasted work,” he
says, we will transpose all the
work done in the current
plant to bring it up to stan-
dard.”

He is positive that the cur-
rent infrastructure is adequate
to give the plant a second life.
“In the past, investing in the
current facility was more ex-
pensive than building a new

plant, but with the rising costs
you see here, it's not the same
thing. The current plant is still
very good,” he points out.
The refurbishment of the
facility will revolve around
the automation and improve-
ment of production lines.
“With the workforce that is
increasingly scarce, the goal
is to upgrade the plant
through automating certain
production lines to improve
efficiency and see how we
can better use our employees
in strategic positions,” ex-
plains Gino Lebrasseur.

Photo: G. Gagné

The Unipéche MDM di-
rector general says the aban-
donment of the new
construction project does not
compromise the jobs of the
225 workers at the Paspebiac
plant.

The plant modernization
was announced on July 20,
2012. Jean Charest, Quebec’s
premier at the time, attended
the big announcement of a
$28 million project. The gov-
ernment, through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food and Investissement
Québec, was lending and con-
ferring grants amounting to
close to $20 million to the
promoters.

The goal at the time was to
lengthen the duration of the
processing season to 26 weeks
per year through the integra-
tion of more sea products.
Unipéche MDM’s main prod-
ucts are currently snow crab
and lobster. The magnitude of
the investment to make with
the modernization of the ex-
isting plant remains unknown
for now.

Unipéche MDM belongs
to a team of snow crab fisher-
men led by Jean-Marc Mar-
coux, Richard Desbois and
Douglas Mclnnis.

homeless shelter in Listuguj to open soon

The shelter is in a former grocery store located at 3 Pacific Drive in Listuguj. &

=

“That amount will be used
to start up the shelter, and to
establish it by hiring a short-
term administrator for that
important step. That money
cannot be used to cover the
operations’ expenses,” exX-
plains Cathy Martin.

The $70,000 raised earlier
in 2021 was used to buy a
building on 3 Pacific Drive. It
was formerly a grocery store.
“The amount was used to ac-
quire the building and com-
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plete the transaction, includ-
ing the paperwork, the notary
and so on,” adds Ms. Martin.

Epgwas’g will start with a
staff of volunteers, as its
board of directors is trying to
secure funding for its yearly
operations.

“We will effectively rely
on a group of volunteers at
first, to have night supervi-
sion among other things. We
have secured the involve-
ment of volunteers for a com-
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mitment of three months. In
the meantime, we are work-
ing with the SAA (Secrétariat
aux affaires autochtones) in
order to get our yearly fund-
ing. We need $180,000 per
year for operation purposes.
Talks with the SAA are going
well,” specifies Cathy Mar-
tin.

“The asset is secured and
we have received a lot of fur-
niture for the shelter,” she
also points out.

esy of Cathy
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The short-term administra-
tor’s main objectives will be
to complete the necessary ac-
tions needed to ensure the safe
opening of the shelter; and
build policies, intergovern-
mental relationships and
agreements, as well as solicit
the financial sustainability of
Epgwas’g in Listugu;.

Treena Metallic of Lis-

= tuguj has been hired to under-
< take that responsibility.

The board is pleased to
count on her experience in ad-
ministration and skills in lead-
mentions  Cathy

"2 Martin. She takes the occa-
£ sion to inform all business

colleagues, partners and the
general public that Ms. Metal-
lic will be the primary contact
for the activities pertaining to
the shelter.
The Epgwas’g Board will be
making an official public an-
nouncement when the shelter
will be ready to receive clients
in need of a place to spend the
night, shower, and get some-
thing to eat.

“We want it to happen as
soon as possible,” concludes
Cathy Martin.



Towns on the Coast are working to fill housing demand

Gilles Gagné

@

NEW RICHMOND - Sev-
eral municipal administra-
tions in the Bay of Chaleur
area are continuously work-
ing to stimulate construction
and renovations in order to
increase the reception capac-
ity of their town and reduce
housing shortages.

At a Town of Gaspé pub-
lic meeting on December 6, a
study revealing that 400 units
are needed to solve the cur-
rent housing shortage was
presented, but Gaspé is not
the only town experiencing a
housing shortage.

The mayors of New Rich-
mond, Carleton-sur-Mer,
Bonaventure and Paspebiac
expect that 80 rental units
will be built within a three-
year period. In fact, that work
is already underway.

Those 80 rental units do
not include the construction
of individual family homes.
One has to go back many
years to see a similar phe-
nomenon. The needs are,
however, much greater even
if they have not all been as-
sessed accurately through de-
tailed studies, like that of the
Town of Gaspé.

The mayor of New Rich-
mond and prefect of the
Bonaventure MRC, Eric
Dubé, specifies that between
the spring of 2021 and De-
cember 2022, at least 36
rental units are or will have
been added in his town,
which has 4,000 inhabitants.

“We just added a four-unit
building with a developer
who plans to add two more of
the same size. There is a 20-
unit project up for tenders.
The organization that is pi-
loting the project, Habita-
tions New Richmond, was
forced to revise the original
project because it was too ex-
pensive, due to the explosion
in the price of materials.
Habitations New Richmond,
which is the federal counter-
part of the Municipal Hous-
ing Office, will add four units
eventually, but perhaps on
another street,” says Mayor
Dubé.

All these projects are
planned in the area of des
Erables Street which had
seven lots available in 2019.
The seven lots will have
found tenants for rental hous-
ing by 2022. Those housing
units will have generated
around $8 million in invest-
ments.

Eric Dubé admits that 36
housing units still represents
a far cry from the need for 70
units established for New
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Des Erables Street is the main area of New Richmond where there are rentals.

Richmond in a study con-
ducted between March and
May 2020, on the eve of the
pandemic. This was before
the Gaspé Peninsula, al-
though popular for several
years recently, was consid-
ered one of the most popular
places to settle in Quebec.

“The second phase of Des
Erables Street will come to
fruition for multi-housing on
the west side. We (the Town
of New Richmond) are at
home in this case, because
we acquired that land several
years ago. In the case of the
third phase, we, at the Town,
are in the process of acquir-
ing land,” points out Eric
Dubé.

The study commissioned
by the Town of New Rich-
mond in March 2020 re-
vealed that rental develop-
ment should be deployed ac-
cording to three categories of
users: those requiring very
affordable housing, others re-
quiring an intermediate rent
category and residents want-
ing more luxurious units with
a monthly cost of $1,200 to
$1,500.

Eric Dubé would like the
file to move forward more
quickly but patience is re-
quired, in the context of a
Quebec government that is
slow to recognize the hous-
ing problem in rural regions,
considering the shortage of
manpower and the fact that
"opening a new street costs
one million dollars.”

“It is possible that the
shortage has reached a
threshold of 100 missing
housing units, but if we
wanted to resolve it tomor-
row morning, it would be dif-
ficult to find contractors able
of delivering those 100 units.
Contractors are busy in all
kinds of fields, not just hous-
ing construction,” Mr. Dubé

states.

In Carleton-sur-Mer,
Mayor Mathieu Lapointe is
also counting on a study, in
this case, needs ranging be-
tween 20 and 35 units. He ex-
plains the municipal
administration is advocating
a variety of solutions to alle-
viate the housing crisis.

“It’s a big concern here.
We are working on setting up
a financial incentive program
for private entrepreneurs who
want to build rental housing.
It remains to be seen whether
the choice will fall on build-
ings of more than four units.
Our study also reveals that a
good portion of those sur-
veyed, like potential new-
comers, would opt for two
bedrooms units and with ac-
cess to a yard. We are also
looking at tourist accommo-
dation, to limit the use of
housing in this sense so that
they are occupied by perma-
nent residents," he adds.

“We are also evaluating
intergenerational housing and
we are carrying out an af-
fordable housing project with
the Groupe Ressources en lo-
gement collectif (Collective
Housing Resource Group)
for 12 to 14 units. We are
looking at the possibility of
developing a student resi-
dence and we are assessing
the regulation to see if mini-
houses in the backyard (of
existing houses) could be
created. We have started a
consultation on an eco-neigh-
borhood project, a commu-
nity neighborhood for people
sharing specific needs. We
think we have to work on it
(the shortage) on all fronts,"
states Mathieu Lapointe.

In 2021, two four-unit
buildings were added in Car-
leton-sur-Mer, and two other
similar blocks are in the plan-
ning.

The study commissioned
by the Avignon MRC clearly
established that many new-
comers want rental housing
before they buy. “They want
a yard, coming with a duplex
or a townhouse. Since they
can't easily find what they
want, people do what they
can. They choose a place but
they often have to go two or
three municipalities further
because of the lack of hous-
ing,” explains Mathieu La-
pointe.

In Bonaventure, Mayor
Roch Audet is also examin-
ing the housing shortage situ-
ation based on multi-faceted
solutions.

“We have a developer
who wants to build high-end
apartments for an older clien-
tele. It will free up houses.
We are talking about 22 units
over a three, four or five-year
schedule. By 2022, 12 of
these units should be under
construction. It will be the
Carrefour des Générations,
next to the 80 early child-
hood daycare places targeted,
on Town’s land. These 80
places are not confirmed. We

take the steps to get them
though,” notes Mayor Audet.

The municipal administra-
tion, the Habitat Bonaventure
organization, which already
manages several units, and
the Groupe Ressources en lo-
gement collectif are also
working on a project whose
number of units remains to
be specified, but which is ap-
proaching twenty.

“It will be affordable
housing. We are also taking
steps to build student apart-
ments. It is required in voca-
tional training, about fifteen
units, and there are lost reg-
istrations because we cannot
accommodate students from
outside," says the mayor.

"We don't have a study
like in Gaspé. What we do
know is that 13 construction
units were added to
Bonaventure, that the houses
are being sold without being
posted and that the land is
also being sold, and that we
see houses on it shortly after-
wards,” emphasizes Roch
Audet.

In Paspebiac, the munici-
pal council, made up of seven
new members, is learning
about a wide array of issues,
including housing, says
Mayor Marc Loisel.

“We have a seniors’ resi-
dence project in progress. We
entrusted it (on December 6)
to councillor Sandra Lan-
glois. We have not yet done a
study on the housing short-
age in Paspébiac, but since it
is widespread in the Gaspé
Peninsula, we think it applies
to us as well. There is a fairly
fast-developing need for a
place to accommodate the
elderly who can no longer
maintain their homes and this
will create opportunities for
young people. This is a 40-
unit project, but it will not be
completed in 2022 or 2023,"
notes Mr. Loisel.

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!

Diane Lebouthillier, MP for
Gaspésie—Les Tles-de-la Madeleine

dial_l@____-

Wishing you peace, Love and joy

this holiday season and
throughout 2022.
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FIRST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE

Jenna Boudreau:

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: - After months of planning, on December 4, an excited crowd
watched the first annual Christmas parade in the municipality of Cascapedia-St-Jules
take place.

Mayor Ashley Milligan came up with the idea and planning began in October, with a
committee consisting of Ashley, Lisa Cleary, Caitlin and Kelsi Barter and Jenna Boudreau.
Small ideas turned into big ones and by December 1, twenty-one floats were registered
to take part in the parade. Everything from decorated trailers, side by sides, four wheelers,
transport trucks, and plows were lined up and ready to go, proud to show off their
beautifully decorated vehicles.

The parade started at the former Cascapedia Hotel, and made its way through the Rue des
Ponts, up to Route Gallagher, and past the municipal hall. Side streets were filled with
adults and children of all ages, waving and smiling at the participants on the floats. There
were hockey players, dancers, the Cascapedia-St-Jules Choir, the Grinch made an

appearance, and last but certainly not least, Santa and Mrs. Claus! The sparkle in the
eyes of the children watching the parade made the evening extra spectacular.

At the parade Ms. Milligan announced, “I would like to thank everyone
for beginning this magical season by joining us in our first Christmas
parade, spreading joy and laughter throughout Cascapedia-St-Jules,
and sharing it with our neighbouring communities. We are a truly
blessed municipality, and we’re happy to have seen it Ilght up with
Christmas magic on the night of our parade.” a '

- The Cascapedia-St-Jules firemen and the Siireté de Québec
- with the event by keeping the traffic.running smoothly and
everyone. The firemen also prepared and ove the bonfire ¢
municipal hall. In addition, many others helped *«ing cookies, CASA
vided donations for hot chocolate, and Le ole Corner Store served hot
oup. Due to so many incredible donations, some will be used to help

fund next year’s parade.
More-photas on page 9!
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More photos of the®
Cascapedia-St-Jules
Christmas parade!

The Société du chemin de fer
de la Gaspésie wishes you a holiday
filled with love and joy, as well as
peace, happiness and health in the
new year!

Please be advised with the
completion of work on the railway
bridges located on the Cascapedia River,
the speed of trains will soon increase.

It is important to be very vigilant when
approaching the level crossings located

on Route 299 and Route Mackay.

Caution is in order!
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Mi’kmaq communities promote the resilience of
language through revitalization programs

Tesia Hackett,
LJI Journalist

@

GESGAPEGIAG: - While Bill
96, which aims to “affirm that
the only official language in
Quebec is French,” and that
“French is the common lan-
guage of the Quebec nation” is
being reviewed in the National
Assembly of Quebec. Mi’k-
maq communities across the
territory are working hard to re-
vitalize the language of their
Nation.

In the next year, Nova Sco-
tia will introduce legislation to
officially recognize Mi’kmaw
(other  spellings include
Migmaw and Mi’gmaw) as the
province's  first language.
Alarmed by the rapid declining
number of speakers, a news re-
lease in October by Nova
Socita Minister of L'nu Affairs,
Karla MacFarlane, said gov-
ernment will start working with
Mi'kmaw Kina'matnewey, a
collective voice for Mi'kmaw
education, to revitalize the lan-
guage. MacFarlane added that
this legislation will help ensure
the Mi'kmaw language be-
comes ‘““a normal part of life in
Nova Scotia.”

Chief Leory Denny of Es-
kasoni First Nation in Cape
Breton said Mi'kmaw Kina'-
matnewey has been looking for
ways to revitalize, strengthen
and promote the language for
years.

“One of the long-effects of
Indian residential schools was
the systematic dismantling of
our ability to pass on the lan-
guage to our children, so this
legislation will be key to really
help us promote the language,”
said Denny.

“The ultimate priority is to
enable folks to recognize, for
one, Mi'kmaw as the original
language of this land, and two,
enable them to work within
their sectors to make it a prior-
ity,” says Blaire Gould, the ex-
ecutive director of Mikmaw
Kina'matnewey, adding that
she hopes Nova Scotia’s initia-
tive will be a model of other
Canadian jurisdictions.

Chief John Martin of Ges-
gapegiag 1s addressing the
rapid loss of language in his
community. In a recent state-
ment Martin wrote that the re-
sults from a community survey
held in July and August 2021
shows Migmaw speakers are
declining at an “alarming” rate.
The survey was held to deter-
mine the number of households
that commonly speak Migmaw
at home. The results found that
currently that number is
15.85% and according to Chief
Martin, it means there has been
a 75% loss of the language
over a period of 40 years.

“Our language evolved over
several thousands of years and
the interpretation of the world
is expressed differently in the
Migmaw language,” John Mar-
tin explains.

“Our language represents
the eyes of our ancestors look-
ing through time, seeing and
showing us through language
what the world truly means to
the Migmaw people,” he adds.
“The loss of our language
would close the eyes of our an-
cestors and in so closing we
would lose so much of their
teachings, the Migmaw world-
view, which are an invaluable
and important part of Migmaw
identity. The language is very

Photo: Courtesy Listuguj Government

Erika Gideon Marchand, Mi’gmaw Language and Culture Re-

vitalization Project Coordinator

much a part of who we are as a
distinct people.”

To address the declining
rate of Migmaw speakers in the
community, in a follow-up
statement, Martin announced
that discussions with the Uni-
versity College of Cape Breton
are taking place to establish a
language instructor program.
The objective will be to train
fluent Migmaw speakers as
language instructors with
strategies and skill sets to de-
velop language revitalization
programs for the community.
Martin writes that the pro-
grams will be mostly activity
based, on the land, in combina-
tion with some online and
classroom instruction.

“This initiative will repre-
sent the first important initia-
tive in over 40 years, aimed
specifically at the preservation

of our language,” Martin con-
cludes, adding that he hopes
the speakers in the community
will enlist in this very impor-
tant opportunity. He hopes
training can begin as early as
this coming spring.
Meanwhile, in Listuguj,
Erika Gideon Marchand is
leading the Mi’gmaw Lan-
guage Revitalization Program.
The program’s mission is to
develop and promote a holistic
approach to the resurgence of
the Mi’gmaw language and
culture for the well-being of
the Mi’kmagq people.
Mi’gmaw was the first lan-
guage of Marchand’s mother
and she grew up speaking it at
home. It wasn’t until she began
school that she stopped be-
cause she was teased for not
speaking English well enough,
Marchand says. It was when

she started working with elders
and language keepers at St.
Thomas University that she
began to reclaim Mi’gmaw.
She continued language work
into her master’s thesis, What
Does L’nu Tlisuti Teach Us?
Ancestral Teachings, Knowl-
edges and Wisdom in the 21st
Century. After two years, she
completed her master’s degree
and started to work in her home
communities.

Marchand is designing the
program for language learners
to pair up with fluent speakers.
Her aim is to make it a mentor-
ship program that is flexible.

“They could be learning at
home on Zoom, they could be
going to have a coffee, they
could be ice fishing, they could
be snaring rabbits, it’s up to
them. It’s a very flexible pro-
gram.” She explains how the
format allows flexibility for
both learners and speakers to
be able to take part in the men-
tor apprenticeship program.
Seeing a strong link between
language and identity, Marc-
hand is passionate about pro-
moting the revitalization of
Mi’gmaw in her community.

“With our language, you ac-
tually step into the worldview
of the Mi’kmaq when you
speak the language. You can
learn the spirit, all of it. It’s in
the language. It’s our blueprint
to who we are as Mi’kmaq
people,” Marchand adds, “Our
identity is very important to
who we are. That’s why I be-
lieve it’s so powerful to revital-
ize Mi’gmaw, because that’s
going to revitalize the essence,
the very foundational basis of
who we are as Mi’kmaq peo-
ple.”

Natalie Chicoine,
LJI Journalist

@

NEW CARLISLE: - The
Gaspé Peninsula Integrated
Health and Social Services
Centre is offering an acceler-
ated nursing program accom-
panied by $20,000 in a bid to
double the number of regis-
tered nurses by next year.

Training will be offered in
the regions of Carleton, New
Carlisle, Grande Riviere,
Gaspé and Ste. Anne des
Monts depending on the
number of applicants in each
region.

On average, there are some

2000 health care workers
who graduate from similar
programs each year. This year
that number is expected to be
twice that, as the need for
health care workers grows.

The aim is to put success-
ful candidates on the path to-
wards licensed practical
nursing by March 2023. The
training is set to begin January
17. The application process
closed on December 20.

Once completed, gradu-
ates are guaranteed a full-
time position for one year
working with the CISSS.

Christine  Grenier
who is the coordinator of The

Anchor, an academic and vo-
cational education centre that
will be offering the program
in New Carlisle explains “the
accelerated program will last
14 months as opposed to a
year and a half, so the train-
ing is happening a bit faster.
(...) It's really an excellent
program.”

She also says that inter-
views will be conducted in
both French and English, as
well as the courses. As of De-
cember 15, Ms. Grenier says,
there were nearly 70 inter-
ested candidates for the 34
available bursaries being of-
fered.

Large number of interested candidates for new
accelerated nursing program offered at The Anchor

One of the facilities offering the new accelerated nursing pro-
gram is The Anchor in New Carlisle.

Photo: Holly Smith
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Wind energy calls for tenders

Nelson Sergerie,
LJI Journalist

@

SAINTE-ANNE-DES-
MONTS — Mentioned in Feb-
ruary, Hydro-Québec
launched calls for proposals
on December 13 for 480
megawatts of energy from re-
newable sources and another
300 megawatts reserved for
wind power.

The goal is to fill part of
the feared energy shortage by
the end of the decade, which
delights the Régie intermunic-
ipale de I'énergie Gaspésie-
[les-de-la-Madeleine.

An opportunity will not be
missed by the president,
Simon Deschénes, who says
the Quebec Minister of En-
ergy, Jonatan Julien, kept his
word. Minister Julien had
promised calls for tenders
would take place before the
end of 2021.

As soon as he was ap-
pointed minister responsible
for the Gaspé¢ in February, Mr.
Julien mentioned that Quebec
could run out of energy
around 2026-2027, even
adding that wind power is
“economically very advanta-
geous.”

During a July visit to
Gaspé, Minister Julien went

even further, pointing out that
Quebec had adopted a decree
on July 14 when he was at the
LM Wind Power plant for an
announcement about the
plant’s expansion.

The text of the decree men-
tioned that the community
should be a 50% shareholder
of future projects; with Que-
bec content targeting 60% of
overall spending; maximizing
regional content up to 35%,
either from the MRC where
the project will be located or
from the MRC of La Matanie
or the Gaspé Peninsula Mag-
dalen Island region. Contracts
are for a period of 30 years.

The minister added that
these constraints were aimed
at maximizing the spinoffs in
Quebec and that the additional
needs by 2029 were estimated
at 1,400 megawatts, even
mentioning that a significant
portion will be reserved for
wind power.

Eastern Alliance has been
working behind the scenes

The Alliance de 1'Est,
which includes the intermu-
nicipal energy boards of the
Gaspé Peninsula-Magdalen
Islands and the Lower Saint
Lawrence, convinced Quebec

Photo: N. Sergerie

The president of the Régie intermunicipale de l'énergie
Gaspésie-lles-de-la-Madeleine, Simon Deschénes.

to include 50% community
development in the future
projects.

The Alliance had already
made representations to advo-
cate for mandatory commu-
nity participation and the RFP
call of tenders contains this
component. A weighing grid
is set up. The more commu-
nity participation is present,
the higher the points awarded.

Commitments have al-
ready been signed with pro-

10th Percé Polar Dip raises
$100,000 for the Operation Enfant Soleil

Nelson Sergerie,
@ LJI Journalist
PERCE - No less than
$97,472 was raised by 85
people who dared to take the
plunge on the morning of
December 11 as part of the
10th Percé Polar Dip for Op-
eration Enfant Soleil.

The water temperature
was only three degrees while
the air temperature was -3,
when the brave individuals
took turns at 10 o'clock in 10
different groups.

"$100,000, we thought,
that's a nice number, because
it's been 10 years, 10 partic-
ipants per team. We threw it
in the air for good weather
and we said to each other,
why not!” says co-organizer
of the event Marie-Eve
Trudel-Vibert, happy to have
won her bet.

What's more, the organi-
zation reported that same
evening that it had crossed
the $100,000 mark, thanks to
the sale of promotional items
at the site near Percé Rock.

One team raised 20% of
donations. The Gentlemen of
Greater Percé team raised
$20,235 through various ac-
tivities.

“We worked extremely
hard. We are happy. We
worked for the cause of sick
children,” says the group's
spokesperson, Ghislain
Pitre. This is their third time
particpating in the event.

"We encourage each
other... We hold hands so as
not to lose anyone and have
a full dip (in the water). We
do it for the cause,” says
Karine Hamond, an occupa-
tional therapist from Gaspé
just moments before taking
the plunge.

Unbelievably, partici-
pants weren't rushing inside
to warm up after their feat.
“It was less cold than I
thought. It was expeditious
and it was perfect," says Ms.
Hamond upon her exit. It
was her third time participat-
ing. She promises topartici-
pate again in the future.
Several of the participants

ducers and discussions are
continuing with others.

“We are really very well
positioned with the next 300
megawatt call for tenders,
considering that the greatest
potential for winds is found in
our region: Lower Saint
Lawrence, and a little outside
of Lower Saint Lawrence. We
are very well positioned to
win the call for tenders with
private partners,” says Simon
Deschénes.

The group had already
submitted in July 2020 with
the MRCs of L'Islet and
Montmagny projects totalling
1,200 megawatts of wind en-
ergy to the government of
Quebec, including six 200-
megawatt wind farms that
could inject $6.4 billion into
the economy.

According to Mr. De-
schénes, since there is a bot-
tleneck in the Gaspé on
transportation lines, the future
windfarms will be in the west-
ern Lower Saint Lawrence
and the L’Islet and Mont-
magny MRCs.

“If we want to have wind
farms, we will also have to
obtain investments. There is
an important shift by Hydro-
Quebec and the Quebec gov-
ernment towards a greener
energy transition, more in re-
newable energy. Wind farms
are at the top of the list. [ am
hopeful of having a winning
result in the next year,” says
Simon Deschénes with confi-
dence.

The government-owned
company expects demand to
grow 12% by 2029. Energy
deliveries must begin no later
than November 30, 2026.
Bids must be submitted by
July 21, 2022.

Photo: N. Sergerie

The Gentlemen of Greater Perce s team raised $20,235.

preferred to watch the others
rather than quickly heading
inside to warm up.

“It’s now a tradition.
There is a competition be-
tween the teams. The dippers
have become ambassadors

of the dip,” says the co-orga-
nizer, who participated for
the ninth time.

Since the activity began
10 years ago, $386,720 has
been raised by 903 partici-
pants for Opération Enfant

Soleil. Last year $60,040
was collected.

“They love us. They can't
believe it!” says Ms. Trudel-
Vibert, when asked about the
reception received by Opéra-
tion Enfant Soleil.
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loyal customers

for their continued support.

We look forward to serving
you in the new year.

Loisel Pieces d’Auto

51 Gérard D. Levesque Bilvd,
New Carlisle, Quebec
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Gaspé, Québec
Tel.: 418-368-5253
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who year after year encourage our

The administration of
Carrefour Gaspé and its employees
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¥

local merchants, a happy
holiday season and
our best wishes

for the New Year!
THANK YOU!
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Caribou population on the Gaspé is in critical condition

Nelson Sergerie,
LJI Journalist

@

GASPE — According to the
latest survey carried out in
the fall of 2020 by the Min-
istry of Wildlife, there are
fewer and fewer caribou in
the Gaspé Peninsula. The
total has dropped below the
40-caribou mark.

During the aerial survey,
19 caribou were observed in
the McGerrigle sector, while
10 caribou were in the Albert
sector for a total of 29,
whereas these observations
had counted 34 in 2019.

In the Logan sector, no
caribou were seen during the
aerial survey.

In the McGerrigle Moun-
tains area, the number of cari-
bou seems, at best, to have
stabilized or at least shows a
smaller decrease after the sig-
nificant drop observed from
2013 to 2016. The population
estimate for this group has
gone from 89 in 2013 to 21 in
2019, with an average of 20

Aerial survey shows a continued decrease in caribou numbers on the Gaspé

-

caribou between 2016 to
2020. Five fawns have been
observed in this area.

The total number in the
Albert sector has been low
since 2011 and has been de-

e ML

-

clining rapidly since 2018.
The number of adults ob-
served has fallen by 30% in
the last year, from 15 to 10 in
2020. The recruitment rate is
also a concern since no

- Photo: G. Gagné

fawns were observed during
the aerial survey in this area
since 2018.

Considering an imperfect
detection rate during the in-
ventories, the Ministry of

Wildlife estimates that 32 to
36 caribou frequent these two
sectors compared to 38 to 42
caribou in 2019.

No estimate is available
for the Logan sector in 2020.

The Ministry of Wildlife
cannot consider the popula-
tion as stable. Exceptional
protection measures such as
the construction of protection
and maternity enclosures and
the pursuit of the predator
control program continues.

Regarding the restoration
of caribou habitat, the min-
istry is continuing the plan-
ning and execution of new
dismantling and reforestation
work on forest roads.

The Minister also an-
nounced the establishment of
an independent commission
on woodland caribou and
mountain caribou in the
Gaspé, including a series of
regional public hearings
aimed at obtaining the opin-
ions of participants on two
adapted management scenar-
ios of caribou habitat.

National Assembly: the time has come to take stock

Nelson Sergerie,
LJI Journalist

@
GASPE - Unsurprisingly, the
two representatives of the
Gaspé Peninsula at the Na-
tional Assembly of Quebec
feel that they have well de-
fended the interests of their
constituents during the fall
session of the Parliament of
Quebec.

The major issue that mo-
nopolized the independent
Member of the National As-
sembly for Bonaventure, Syl-
vain Roy, over the past year
and which will remain in the
news at the spring session is
that of health, while the Audi-
tor General will table her re-
port on the governance of the
Gaspé Peninsula Integrated
Health and Social Services
Centre (CISSS).

“It will be important be-
cause in my opinion, it is rep-
resentative  of what s
happening throughout the
health system in Quebec. This
is a ship that is sinking and the
VG's (Auditor General’s) in-
vestigation with the CISSS de
la Gaspésie will shed light on
the problems that exist else-
where," says Sylvain Roy.

Mr. Roy will also take an

Photo: N. Sergerie

Meéganne Perry Mélancon presented her report on December

13 at her office in Gaspé.

interest in the fate of forestry
workers who have not had
their fair share in the past year
when the price of wood has
skyrocketed.

Sylvain Roy is proud to
have seen his work recognized
by his colleagues in the La
Presse daily list published on
December 11, when he placed
third for the best representa-
tive of his riding.

"It shows that we did our
job and intervened in a con-
siderable number of issues.
Sometimes it has paid off, but
other times we must perse-
vere,” says Mr. Roy.

Beyond the files, Mr. Roy
emphasizes that 80% of his
job is to help people in partic-
ular situations.

Housing and hydrocarbons
are top on the list for the

Member for Gaspé, Méganne
Perry Mélancon.

The housing crisis and the
Galt project in the context of
the end of exploration an-
nounced by Quebec for hydro-
carbons marked the session
record of the Member for
Gaspé.

Even if steps have been
taken in recent months, Parti
Quebecois Member of the Na-
tional Assembly, Méganne
Perry Mélangon, notes that the
concerns will remain the same
when the holiday break is
over.

“The childcare problems
that are hampering develop-
ment and housing is a big
issue. Until we fix it, how can
we move forward as a society?
How can we develop in the
Gaspésie?” asks the elected of-
ficial in the context of a short-
age of 400 housing units in
Gaspé alone.

Unsurprisingly, Ms. Perry
Meélangon returned to the issue
of Route 132 where a 40-metre
retaining wall was washed
away by seawater on Decem-
ber 3 in Marsoui. Ms. Perry
Me¢élangon is still calling for a
committee of elected officials
and experts to investigate a re-
pair scenario for the only road

link in this sector of the Gaspé.

Beyond the problems re-
lated to Highway 132, the
Member of the National As-
sembly notes that the issue of
transport must be analyzed in
a global way, especially since
the Minister of Transport
Frangois Bonnardel does not
want to make a firm commit-
ment to return rail services to
Port-Daniel by the end of 2022
and that the president of the
Société du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie, Eric Dubé, no
longer believes in it. She fears
that the 2025 deadline for
Gaspé will not be met.

“This is unacceptable. You
must have options. We cannot
just rely on a single transport
because that gives a monopoly
and that gives astronomical
prices,” says Ms. Perry
Mélancgon.

Regarding hydrocarbons,
she hopes that Quebec will not
withdraw after announcing its
intention to end the industry.
The MNA mentions the bill
tabled by her party in the Na-
tional Assembly which pro-
vides for an ambitious green
shift for Quebec in passing the
fact that there must be no com-
pensation for the oil compa-
nies.

R THEGASPESPEC.COM
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Blou the Potato, a trilingual collaborative project

Gilles Gagné

@

NEW CARLISLE — The An-
chor vocational training cen-
tre, the Trois Sista Publishing
House, a group of parents and
children from English, French
and Mi’gmaq families as well
as a coordination team, re-
cently launched a book, Blou
the Potato, in order to pro-
mote literacy among adults
and children.

The project aims to con-
vince families living in the
Gaspé Peninsula to get to-
gether around a book and
read. Another goal consists of
persuading some parents to
return to school in order to
complete their high school
diploma. The involvement of
a potato called Blou could be
a facilitating factor in the
process.

“At the Anchor, we are al-
ready involved in improving
the literacy of parents of tod-
dlers. We are sending kits to
households in order to en-
courage family-oriented liter-
acy activities. In fact, it
started more actively last year.
We hired a project manager,
Mark Durand, to take care of
that file. At first, we had no
intention to go with a printed
book. Then, the ministry of
Education came up with a
program, with specifications
for our type of initiative,” ex-
plains Christine Grenier, di-
rector of the Anchor.

The idea of a printed book
materialized once that pro-
gram came out, she adds.

“The Ministry of Educa-
tion released measures to
print a book and we opted for
that. There was money avail-
able for the production of a
book and the collaboration
needed to put up the story,”
points out Ms. Grenier.

This book was created
with families from the region,
in fact five children and five
parents. Some of them have
literacy issues, some fewer or
none but all the participants
came from the community.
The purpose of the book was
really to put emphasis on chil-
dren and adult learning in an
alternative way, says Chris-
tine Grenier.

Weekly workshops were
held for nine weeks in order
to get the content and put it
together.

New Carlisle’s Robert
Benwell, a 29-year-old father,
participated in the writing
stage of the book with his
wife Rebecca Renouf and
their two daughters, aged 2
and 4.

“They did participate, ab-
solutely, and they really en-
joyed it. Lots of writing ideas
we had were put in the book.
It was quite flattering,” he
says.

Robert Benwell too had
some fun. “It was unbeliev-
ably fun. At first, I asked my-
self: “What I am doing here?’
No other dad was there. I was
the only one. At the end, I en-
joyed it more than my wife
and our daughters. It was just
a great experience. More dads
should get involved. They
would realize how fun it is,”
he explains.

Unsurprisingly, the book
presents the story of a potato.
The story begins when a trac-
tor wheel rolls down a slope
and Blou flees into the forest.
From there, the potato will
discover the Gaspé Peninsula
through several animals en-
countered on its way, which
will allow readers to learn
more about the territory and
wildlife in a joyful and educa-
tional context.
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The parents, their children and the coordination team recently launched the book Blou the Po-

tato, a trilingual achievement.

“It started in English first,
then a francophone parent
started to participate. At one
point, the potato, which trav-
els along the Gaspé Coast,
passes by a pow wow. So, we
asked Quentin Condo, the
singer, to explain some Native
stories and he suggested to
switch to a trilingual book.
So, the project evolved from a
digital file, to a printed book
in English, then a bilingual
book and eventually a trilin-
gual book! The result is a
100% Gaspesian product, in-
cluding graphic art, drawings
and the contribution of fami-
lies to write it,” sums up Ms.
Grenier.

We wish you a

Happy Holiday
and a Healthy,
Happy New Year!

Thank you for your
patronage; we look
forward to
serving you in 2022!

8, rue de la Cathédrale
Gaspé, Québec G4X 1N8

(418) 368-2122

“It was always a dream of
mine, a project involving the
three communities. In a mes-
sage coming at the end of the
book, Quentin mentions the
importance of reconciliation,”
she stresses.

Author Raquel Rivera was
hired as a consultant to sup-
port the team of writing chil-
dren and parents. The
illustrations by Catherine
Melchiori are inspired by
drawings created by children.

Blou the Potato was real-
ized with a budget of $20,000
and 550 copies were printed.
The publisher, Trois Sista,
sells the digital and paper ver-
sions.

“We have reached another
goal, give participants the
chance to be proud of what
they created, in their commu-
nity. With the revenues com-
ing from the book sales, we
will feed our literacy kits. It
means that literacy feeds liter-
acy,” concludes Christine
Grenier.
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Thank you for your loyal
patronage throughout the year
We wish you and your family a
joyous holiday season from the
Garage Pizzeria team!
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opportunity to sincerely
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for their support during
the past year.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
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As another
holiday season comes
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Number of new COVID-19 cases decreases in
the Gaspé Peninsula between December 10 and 17

@ Gilles Gagné
MARIA — Despite the fact that
the Omicron variant is spread-
ing fast all around the world,
the Public Health Board of the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Mag-
dalen Islands reported a lower
number of new COVID-19
cases during the week that
ended on December 17, sixteen
infections compared to 25 over
the previous week.

The new cases were spread
over the larger portion of the
region though, since five of the
region’s six areas reported
cases. Again, the Avignon
MRC reported the highest
number of cases, with 10, fol-
lowed by two in each of the
Bonaventure and Percé Rock
MRCs, and one for each of the
Cote-de-Gaspé MRC and the
Magdalen Islands.

There is still one case of
hospitalization in the region.
That person has been in the
hospital since November 24.

As of December 17, the

Continued from page 4

bridge between Caplan and
Port-Daniel! In November, the
ministry said it would take a
few months before issuing the
next call for tenders. At the
current rate, the end of 2022
target will be missed, with a
strong financial impact on the
Gaspésie Railway Society, the
municipal entity operating
freight trains. That delivery
delay also has a huge impact
on regional development east
of Caplan, where there is no
rail service. Some projects re-
main mothballed in the mean-
time.

It has been 10 years, yes
10 years, since VIA Rail pas-
senger trains have operated
between New Carlisle and
Gaspé, and eight years since
the public transporter sus-
pended the service between
Matapedia and New Carlisle.
The cement from Port-Daniel
and the windmill blades from
Gaspé are trucked at great ex-
pense to a transshipment cen-
ter in New Richmond, creating
unnecessary and costly traffic
on Highway 132, which has
been damaged.

Of the $280.8 million avail-
able for repairing the Gaspé
railroad, $200 million remains.
At the current rate, costs will
explode. The problem stems
from the distance, concretely
and figuratively, of perception
and incomprehension of the
stakes existing between the
direction of the ministry in
Quebec City and the Gaspé

Despite the fast rise of the Omicron variant, the Maria vaccination centre

was-a quiet place shortly afterdunchtime on December 15.

number of active cases in the
region was standing at 24, one
more than a week before. As of
December 16, the Listuguj
Mi’gmaq government was re-
porting 18 active cases in the
community, but no new case
that day and the previous day,
after a count of eight new cases
on December 14.

Peninsula.

The unnecessary presence
of the Bureau québécois des
infrastructures increases this
repair. The BQI involvement
was the idea of Philippe Couil-
lard’s government, and it was
avery bad one. The BQl is de-
signed to manage huge, multi-
billion-dollar initiatives, like the
new Samuel de Champlain
Bridge, not a regional railroad.

The improvement of the
Gaspé Peninsula railway net-
work consists of a chain of
small and medium-sized proj-
ects, worth between hundreds
or thousands of dollars and
$25 million. The regional man-
agement of  Transports
Québec and the Gaspésie
Railway Society have been
managing projects of this kind
for years. Why not give them
these responsibilities, in part-
nership with reliable contrac-
tors, considering the
completion of two bridges in
record time, a year ago, fol-
lowing the Cascapedia-Saint
Jules flood?

If Francois Legault is seri-
ous in his quest for results, he
will choose solutions adapted
to regional transport needs. No
one is better placed to bring
them to fruition than bodies
close to the stakes.

However, a problem cannot
be solved as long as it is not
acknowledged by the authori-
ties and so far, the CAQ has
refused to recognize that prob-
lem, at the expense of Gaspe-
sians.

The region’s vaccination
rate is rising slowly for the peo-
ple aged 12 and over. The pro-
portion of people having
received the first dose rate went
from 85.3% on December 5 to
86.6% on December 12. The
booster shot had been given to
81.3% of the regional popula-
tion on December, compared to
81.2% as of December 5. The
Quebec-wide rate, which was
standing at 82.1% on Decem-
ber 5, had climbed to 83.3% a
week later. As for the booster
shot, it has risen to 78.3%, from
78.1%, during the same inter-
val.

As for the children aged be-
tween 5 and 11, the proportion
of them having received the

.
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first shot was reaching 61.2%
on December 12, and 1.6% of
them had already received the
booster shot.

On December 16, amidst
the significant outbreaks of
Omicron infections, the Que-
bec government announced a
set of constraints for the com-
ing weeks to reduce the number
of close contacts between peo-
ple. Primary schools will there-
fore reopen after the new year
at the already scheduled date
but high schools will use re-
mote learning until January 10.

Masks will again be im-
posed in primary and high
school classrooms and buses.
Private gatherings will be re-
duced to 10 people inside in-

. e PR

Photo: G. Gagné

stead of 20, and 20 outside.
Public Health authorities rec-
ommend that people use rapid
testing kits before gathering.
Those measures don't mean
people should attend 10 parties
with 10 people but limit the
number of gatherings they at-
tend.

The Quebec government
also imposes stores to cut their
capacity to one client per 20
square metres. Places of wor-
ship will have to reduce capac-
ity by 50%, with an upper limit
of 250 people. Vaccine pass-
ports will be required and peo-
ple must be seated. Funerals
and weddings can greet up to
25 people without passports,
but up to 250 people with pass-
ports.

The capacity of public ac-
tivities is lowered by 50 per
cent to a maximum of 250 peo-
ple. People must stay seated
and wear a mask continuously.
Bars and restaurants are also
forced to cut capacity by 50%,
with a maximum of 10 people
at tables and more space be-
tween tables. Dancing and
karaoke are banned once again.

Cinemas and theatres will
also have capacity cut by 50
per cent. Finally, all tourna-
ments and competitions are
suspended since December 20,
with reduced capacity of gyms
and other indoor training facil-
ities.

ﬁon &. FI|$ ].tee

Shlgawake and St-Therese plants
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Happy Holidays!

We are grateful for every
opportunity we’ve had to
do business with you!

82 Route 132 East,
Bonaventure, Quebec
Tel.: (418) 534-4433
Fax: (418) 534-4443

.
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point < S Thank you for

being such loyal
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Pneus Bélanger
170A, Route 132,
Bonaventure, Quebec

418-534-2127
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As you're dashing through the holidays,
please take care and stay saie.
We appreciate this community and thank you
for your loyal patronage.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022!

Thank you
for your
business!

Shop at Anniemalerie to find the
perfect gift for Your pet!

Aonlel fley

For the well-being of your pets!

+ We sell rodents, reptiles, birds and fish
- Grooming services
* Accessories
* Food: Nutrience & Ovenbake

255 Perron Blvd East
New Richmond, Quebec

Tel: (418) 392-4144 Fax: (418) 392-4954

173 Armand-Leliévre
New Richmond, Quebec GOC 2B0
Tel.: (418) 392-5952 /1 (877) 792-5952
Fax: (418) 392-5980 / www.distributionsleblanc.com




S Thanks to our customers
‘and staff. We wish everyone a
happy holiday season!

Thank you For your valued
Pa+r'onaﬂc +hr'ouahou+ the year.
We wish you and your Pamily a

Merry Christmas and
HaPPy New Year!

MEUBLES GUSTAVE
LEBLANC INC.

172 Perron Blvd West
New Richmond, Quebec
Tel.: (418) 392-5300
Fax: (418) 392-5899
Website: www.accentmeubles.com
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CLASSIC

MEMORIALS
everyone a safe and

 SALES REPRESENTATIVE:
Steven Imhoff - 418-752-6041
-  Serving New Richmond to Port Daniel

Garage Maxwell
Wafer & Fils Inc.
R C anic

~ General Mech C™Y

AT NN N :
Repairs - Welding - GasgDiesel
522 Perron Blvd West h
Nouvelle-Ouest, Quebec GOC 2G0
Tel.: 418-794-2411

Pneus New Richmond

Michelin - BFGoodrich
Uniroyal - Yokohama
Multi-Mile - Marshal
Vredestein & others

Thank you
for your
business!

Eric Cormier &
Bobby Harrison, Owners
pneusnr@navigue.com

165 Route 132 East,
New Richmond, Quebec GOC 2B0
Tel.: 418-392-6582 - Fax: 418-392-6583

Merry Christmas!

Greetings of
JOY 8 Thank (lj;u to my
clients for Your
OD ‘; v iLL valued patroiage.
Poro Pieds de fa Leve

Poranne Magor N.D.
cIoot Cure Gechrician

Service in the comfort of your own home.

418-752-3670
NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!

nnnnnnnnnnnnn
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

The Management of
Unipéche M.D.M Ltd
thanks all their customers,
| /% fishermen, employees and suppliers
/ for their loyalty and wishes them a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:
Crab, Lobster, Scallops,
Mackerel, Turbot
and Rock Crab

7

f

\\ JEAN MARC MARCOUX
President

GINO LEBRASSEUR
Director

/

£

Unipéche M.D.M. Ltée

:J ARISTOCRAT
66, avenue du Quai
Paspébiac, (Quebec) GOC 2K0

jﬂ l | ’io* e
/[ f - Tel.: (418) 752-6700

s S Fax: (418) 752-6704
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Childhood Christmas
Most of the people reading this article have made quite a few

trips around the sun. We have seen many Christmases come
and go through those years. The childlike wonder we had in

L

our younger years may have dissipated somewhat but maybe we
need to look at the season through childlike eyes. Perhaps
through our own eyes.

If you are a parent or grandparent with young children, this
definitely helps us to feel that spirit again. The excitement, se-
crets, surprises, special customs and traditions all create that
sense of wonderment.

Think back to your own childhood and recall those feelings
of the season. When you close your eyes what comes to your
mind? Try to think of three or four moments that have stayed
with you through your life.

I recall the smell of the real Christmas tree, the multitude of
Christmas cards from so many different places, baking the spe-
cial Christmas treats, and the Christmas supper itself. It was the
little things that come to mind: the Christmas crackers and the
silly hats and fortunes inside each, the fancy dishes that were
used just once a year, how hot the house was from the oven
being on all day, how happy everyone was. Just thinking of
those days gone by make me smile.

Christmas is not all about presents but in all honesty was a
very important part of it all. But if I think as hard as I can back
to my childhood, I can only name a few specific presents I re-
ceived: a tiny teddy bear that I named Mr. Magoo (which I cher-
ished dearly and made a wee house for out of a shoe box) a pair
of ice skates, (on which I fell and broke my leg), a book called
The Secret World of Og by Pierre Berton (which I still own) and
an Easy Bake Oven, (which likely did not last longer than a few
months or as long as it took to cook all the tiny cakes and eat
the sprinkles that were included!)

The Christmas TV shows were such a big part of the tra-
dition: Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964), Frosty the Snowman
(1969), Mr. Magoos Christmas Carol (1962), and Charlie Brown's
Christmas (1965).

The whole family would nestle in and watch the shows
which always elicited the same happy feelings each Christmas
season. My mom would make Jiffy Pop popcorn which was
part of the tradition.

Christmas is a wonderful joyous time and if you have lost
those magical feelings simply look through the eyes of your
own children and grandchildren. The wonderment still exists
there. In addition, look back to your childhood Christmases.
The magic still lives inside you.

Just a thought: Christmas is the time to share love and joy and a

time to recollect beantiful memories. Enjoy the holiday season.

Merry Christmas!

Christmas Wishes

Christmas time is exciting for many, when we all can pause
and reflect on the importance of family and friends near and far.

Many living rooms are decorated in colourful displays and
perfectly wrapped gifts are neatly tucked under trees.

Gaspesians are known for their welcoming spirit, greeting all
who knock on their doors. Their spirit of kindness, generosity
and goodness lifts their hearts, with the knowledge that they are
not alone and helping others is their gift of appreciation.

Christ was born on Christmas Day and heaven's angels lit a
Christmas star to shine; let that light shine on you throughout
the year. Believe in yourself and remember that Christmas is a
time of giving, loving, joy and peace. Let the love of family
this Christmas fill your hearts with happiness, internal beauty
and inspiration. Keep loving yourself, so you can love God and
others throughout the coming year.

Ken Ross, New Carlisle, Quebec.
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Feed the birds in winter; in return they will feed your soul

@ Diane Skinner

Many birds from this region

migrate south for the colder

months while there are certain
types that remain all year.

During winter food is scarce

so feeding birds in winter can

be a bonus, even a lifesaver
for those birds who stay.
Placing a bird feeder in

your yard can be such a great
pastime. Watching the winged
visitors is a relaxing and re-
warding experience. Grab a
pair of binoculars and get to
know their habits. If you do
put out a feeder in winter,
there are a few guidelines to
follow:

1. Clean out the feeder peri-
odically to maintain the
cleanliness and prevent the
spread of diseases.

2. Place a tarp on the ground
and dispose of it in the
spring. (Bird droppings)

3. Wear disposable gloves
when you handle the bird
feeder.

4. If squirrels and other ro-
dents are feeding at the

birdfeeder consider buying

an anti-squirrel model.

There are hundreds of bird
species in Quebec and which
kinds stay in your area can
vary. Here are some of the
most common winter birds in
the province: black-capped
chickadee,  white-breasted
nuthatch, common finch, car-
dinal, blue jay, goldfinch,
cedar waxwing and pileated
woodpecker.

One thing to keep in mind
is that different types of birds
prefer different kinds of seeds.
Once you determine what birds
stay for the winter in your area,
you can research what seeds
they like. Many bird species
enjoy black sunflower seeds
while others prefer suet.

How do birds survive in
winter? Birds will join a group
of birds of other species. To-
gether they can spot predators
and this gives them time to
hunt for food. Wrens and spar-
rows will even sleep together.

Feathers provide insulation
and so does fat. They must
find an adequate stash of food

to build up their fat to help
them survive cold nights.
Some birds will hide food for
later.

Birds shiver! When it is ex-
tremely cold, birds shiver and
this raises their body temper-
ature.

Some bird species have
warmer blood near their
“vital” organs.

At night the bird’s temper-
ature may drop which helps to
conserve their energy.

Stephanie Bond in Bara-
chois feels that “It is the most
important time of the year to
feed birds. Maybe there aren’t
as many species around dur-
ing winter, but I enjoy seeing
blue jays, chickadees and even
ground doves to name a few. |
have only experienced cardi-
nals at my feeder once! Hop-
ing they will return again
soon.”

Nature knows and her
creatures do too. Survival is
always the goal and we can
achieve that goal by feeding
birds in winter. In return it
may feed our soul.

May all your hopes and
dreams come frue. That’s our
holiday wis

MATERIAUX

KEGA

151, houlevard Gaspeé
Gaspeé Quehec G4X 1A4

T.418.368.2234
F.418.368.6267
info@kega.co

for you!




CHRISTMAS

SNk

9.

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

+2021*

What movie stars Fred Astaire and Bing Crosby and is
set at an inn? Hint: It was the first movie to feature the
song White Christmas.

Is Santa a smoker?

How many reindeer does Santa have?

What are the names of Santa’s reindeer?

What Christmas cookie is made with molasses?

In what country does Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol
take place?

In what Christmas song does someone ask for “figgy
pudding?”

If you meet someone under the mistletoe, what should
you do?

What did Joseph do for a living?

Who told the shepherds that Jesus was born?

In what country does Sinterklaas leave presents for
children in wooden shoes?

In the movie National Lampoon'’s Christmas Vacation,
what animal jumps out of their Christmas tree?

In the poem Night Before Christmas what is dancing in
the children’s heads?

What gifts do the three wise men bring to baby Jesus?
What is the most famous Christmas ballet called?
What is Scrooge’s first name?

Take some time out from shopping, wrapping gifts and
baking to try your hand at this Christmas Quiz. If you
get all 25 questions correct, you are a Christmas expert.
Feel free to research the answers, or ask a friend.

- Diane Skinner

17. Why was the Grinch so nasty?

18. Who famously sang Blue Christmas?

19. On the Eleventh Day of Christmas my true love sent to
me ...

20. How many times does Santa check his Naughty and Nice
list? (Santa Claus is Coming to Town)

21. The tradition of leaving out a snack for Santa originated
in what country?

22. A Christmas wreath was originally a religious symbol.
True or false?

23. What is the most recorded Christmas song?

24. What is the average amount of money Canadians will
spend on Christmas gifts in 20217

25. In what country did candy canes originate?

Answers

3%
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Christmas crafts for wee ones: Snowmen

Diane Skinner Flaxseed

&

Making Christmas crafts with
your children or grandchil-
dren can be so much fun. Ig-
nore the mess because it is all
about having fun and being
together. It makes us slow
down a bit during a busy

Two elastics

Black marker body.
pompom) scarf
Scrap material for scarf

1. Fill sock with flaxseed.
2. Put an elastic at the top

4. Put elastic in the middle
to separate head from

Orange marker (or orange 5. Add scrap material for

6. Add orange carrot nose I.
(using orange marker or
orange pom pom) and 2.
“coal” buttons.

Orange pom pom nose Aﬂ'"""""“““"“"'"Wll!|m
Black “coal” buttons and
eyes

Green or red yarn for scarf

Paint wooden clothes
pins white.

Glue on pom pom nose.
3. Glue on eyes and but-

A chubby little snowman
Had a carrot nose.
Along came a rabbit

Yvy
S X

time, and that is a good thing! leaving two inches of Smowmen (Clothespins) tons And what do you suppose?
Snowman (Sockman) the sock on the top. Materials: 4. Tie on piece of yarn for That hpngry |iﬂ'|e hunny
Materials: 3. Fold sock top down for Wooden clothespins scarf. Looking for ,I"Slumh
Bab 11 child’ hit he h inted whi Ate 1h.e snowmunscurroi nose.
aby of smalt € 5 whte the hat. (painted white) Nibble, nibble, crunch!

sock

Snowman (Sockman)

Snowman (clothespin) -'

Photos: D. Skinner

WITH BEST WISHES FROM ALL OF US
FOR A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

Mayor: Rolande Beebe

Councillors:
Seat #1 Marcel Gagnon
Seat #2 Nancy Skene
Seat #3 Georgette Chapados

Seat #4 Michael Hayes

Seat #5 Heather Imhoff

Seat #6 Jeffrey Vautier
@

Director Generalk
Maria Marroquin
418-752-2474
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Jared Flowers, age 10, and
his sister Mckenna, ageé
mail their letters to Santa.

Page 24, December 22, 2021 - Spec

Siblings Charlotte, age o=
4 and Noah, age 6 had
lots of fun pretending to
be at the North Pole.

. bree (7 years
Sisters, AU (10 years old

Ross (11 years *-
d the many

| old), Sophie
and Madison

1d) enjoye
Ofez)‘tures at the Santa

village.

PERE NOEL

- 1, DES 8a
POLE b

Blaylfe Flowers, age 5 L
mails her letter to

¢ 5
S
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Municipality of
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N C I. I associates and friends. ¥ - ,
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- Hap{u Holidays!

“'\‘-“

(' All the best to you and yours
in this holiday season and

into the new year!

418-368-5611
info@gaspelit.ca
http://gaspelit.ca

# GASPESIE
& LITERACYCOUNCIL

And then there was light

Wishing you and yours
lots of happiness
during this festive season.

We thank you for your
kind support.

Royal Canadian Legion
Mount-Sorrel Branch 64
New Carlisle, Quebec

Best wishes from
all of us
for a happy
holiday season!

Pharmacist Denis Babin
86 Gérard D. Levesque West
Paspébiac, Qué. sincere

Please accept our

appreciation!

418-752-6635

The mayor,
councillors and
employees
would like
to wish you a
MERRY
CHRISTMAS

.- . . &
Municipality of HAPPY NEW

Cascapedia-St-Jules YEAR!
418-392-4042

gﬁ‘. . :
Wenny Cltincstmas and thank you to owr

_Zﬁh..‘_

\S)“[]”g £
Gaspe Shore S G AAAAAAAAAAAA hercd %

405, route 132, Sainte-Thérése-de-Gaspé
(Québec) Canada GOC 3B0
7%:418 385.3011  E: 418 385.3021

Homard ¢ Crabe des neiges * Crabe commun
Lobster ¢« Snow crab ¢ Rock crab

Sous I.ETOII.E DU

éHE F

The entire Sheriff SHEPPA

Sheppard team
wishes you Happy
Holidays! Health, &

happiness and 4

COFFEE!

The accommodations
and the café are
open year round!
Please follow our
Facebook page!

163 Boul. Gérard D. Levesque, New Carlisle

581-233-3262

BMR
2 FQ ey
Hope the holidays sz 7

fill your home with
joy from the floor
to the rafters! ,

AN g &
N
>

Les Matériaux Gaspésiens
125, 5° rue Paspébiac, Quebec

418-752-5933
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Wishing you-all the &=
best for a perfect .
holiday season -

Thank'you for your

valuable patronage.

* 108 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd,
Paspébiac, Que..
418-752-2008

Merry Christmas!




Business Professional

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

Gagnon Claveau Law Firm

Isabelle Gagnon
Attorney and family law mediator

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

NOTAIRES

N\ Fully Ann-Chloé Boudreau Gaél Tremblay, notary
bilingual | Attorney Serge Barriault, notary
services in
96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519 the whole | 418-392-3542
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 120 Gaspé www.gagnonclaveau.com 119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que. FULLY
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 * Fax (418) 752-6935 peninsula info@gagnonclaveau.com Tel.: (418) 392-5282 - Fax: (418) 392-6155 BILINGUAL
’ E-mail: gaeltremblay @notarius.net SERVICE
[ ({10t
l . L o c a I ROYAL LEPAGE
a | [ (I
Our services:: TECHNOCENTRE VILLAGE

TIC

Support | Training | Tools

Leading the region’'s digital transformation

ITC Technocentre Gaspésie-Magdalen Islands
163, Commerciale Street West, office 101
Chandler (Qc) GOC 1KO
technocentre-tic.com

-*

H Forage Moreau Inc.
ol 418-392-9501
Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
Il - Bilingual Service
I - RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

Advertising
That Maker the Cut

Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca

. ‘ Friendly bilingual service

@8 from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

By Appointment

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

@) OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable sit

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2MA1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

To reach the anglophone
population, advertise in
The Gaspé Spec!
Contact our
Advertising Representative
Heather Imhoff
581-233-2062
gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com

%xanne

Service in the comfort of your own home.

418-752-3670
NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!

Pro Pieds de la “faie

Migjor NV.D.
Hoot Cure Cechrucian

AVAILABLE TREATMENTS
Health Checkup / Thick nails
Nail maintenance / Corns / Calluses
Nails with fungus or mushrooms
Ingrown toenails / Plantar warts
Preventive care for diabetics
Massage on certain reflexology points
Insurance receipts available
Appointment only / Bilingual service
Gift certificates are available

ASSOCIATION DES
NATUROTHERAPEUTES
DU QUEBEC

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

CLINIQUE D’OPTOMETRIE
10000000«

"I’EMERILLONI

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East  418-689-5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553

=  BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Les

) Pétroles

C. Poirier inc.
SUBSIDIARY OF

M Harnois

Energies

DISTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS:

DIESEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL, DEF, GAS AND MOTOR OIL
BONAVENTURE
125, Route 132

Bonaventure QC GOC1EO
418 534-2777

Puoud te sewe you(

CHANDLER

125, Route Leblanc
Pabos QC GOC 1KO
418 689-2595

harnoisenergies.com

Page 27, December 22, 2021 - Spec



Announcements

Obituary

SIMONEAU: Remi (Loman)
It is with broken hearts that we announce Remi

(Loman) Simoneau’s passing on Wednesday, De-
cember 8, 2021, after a tragic fall.

Devoted husband of Sharon Rozee for 47 years,
he was also the beloved father of Melanie (Danny)
and Kimberly (Pierre) and the most amazing grandpa
ever to Samantha Rose, the light of his life.

Born in Douglastown on the Gaspé Coast, he was
the son of Olivar Simoneau and Camilla Annett, both
deceased. He was the brother of Earling (deceased),
Oliver, Elaine (deceased), Hayward, Kevin, Noreen,
Connie and Holly. He was also an uncle to many
nieces and nephews.

After driving taxi for nearly 30 years, his retire-
ment days included long walks around LaSalle.
When asked where he went that day, Loman would
break out into Hank Snow’s song, “I’ve Been Every-
where.”

Funeral and burial took place on Saturday, De-
cember 18, 2021, in Montreal.

In Memory

CLARK: Ralph
CLARK: Della
CLARK: Morris
You meant so much to all of us.
You were special and that's no lie.
You brightened up the darkest day
And the cloudiest sky.
Your smile alone warmed hearts.
Your laugh was like music to hear.
I would give absolutely anything
1o have you well and standing near.
Not a second passes
When you're not on our minds.
Your love we will never forget.
The hurt will ease in time.

Loved and missed always. The Clark Family

FLOWERS: Francis
In loving memory of my dad, Mr. Francis Flow-
ers. Born in 1923 - passed away December 27, 2012.
The pain we are feeling
Never seems to go away.
I wish I could visit heaven
If only for a day.
1 know that you would hold me
And whisper in my ear,
“Don t think of me as gone away
Because [ am always near.”
I know you are in a better place
Where you are at peace and free
1o be happy in eternal life
And still watch over me.
Although the door between our worlds is closed
And we are apart,
Until the day God opens it
You will always be in my heart.
Always loved and remembered by Olivia and
Ken Ross.

1936-2012

We miss you in so many ways,

We miss the things you used to say,
And when old times we do recall,
It's then we miss you most of all.

Your forever loving wife: Yvette; son: Robert
(Sylvie-Anne); daughters: Cindy (Réjean) and Audra
(Bryan); and your beautiful granddaughters: Rachel,
Stephanie, Taylor, and Ashley. Miss you so much.

CLASSIC

e MEMORIALS
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Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

ferty Christmas
& Many Thanks

We take this opportunity to say thank you to all our loyal supporters,
subscribers, advertisers, volunteers and contributors. We wish each and
everyone of you a peaceful holiday season. We thank you for your support
and look forward to a new year of publishing news on the Coast.

This is the last issue of The Gaspé Spec for 2021.
The office will be closed on Wednesday, December 22, 2021.
Staff will be available beginning January 5, 2022.

477

Please be advised that the office will be temporarly closed and employees will be working from
home offices starting December 22 due to major building renovations.
Customers can continue to reach us by phone at 418-752-5400 or by email at specs@globetrotter.net.

Because of the printing schedule, please take note that our
first issue of The Gaspé Spec in the new year will be
January 12, 2022.

" A
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COAST ROUND-UP

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

The book room will be closed

until January 12, 2022. For

more information, please con-

tact Kathleen at 418-392-

4896.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Fifty Plus Club
Grocery Bingo every Tuesday

night at 7 p.m.

UNITED
CHURCH
HOPE TOWN

n D mber 2
10 a.m. Communion Service

n n 2
2 p.m. Regular Service

Sunday, January 9

10 a.m. Regular Service

UNITED CHURCH

NEW RICHMOND
Friday, December 24

6 p.m. Communion Service

Sunday, December 26
No Service

Sunday, January 2
10 a.m. Regular Service

Sunday, January 9
10 a.m. Regular Service

PARISH OF
GASPE
Fri December 24

St. Andrew’s - York
3 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Friday, December 24
St. Paul’s - Gaspé
7 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Sun D mber 26
No Service

Please note that The Gaspé Spec office will be temporarly closed and employees will be
working from home offices starting December 22 due to major building renovations.
Customers can continue to reach us by phone 418-752-5400 or
by email at specs@globetrotter.net

Saturday, December 25

December 26 No Service

ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA

Eri December 24
New Carlisle: - 9 p.m.
Hope Town: - 4 p.m.
Shigawake: - 7 p.m.
Port Daniel: - 7 p.m.

New Carlisle: - 7 a.m.
In the Chapel

January 2 No Services
Jan 2022
New Carlisle:

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Port Daniel:

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Christmas Sudoku

Aim to be honest and direct with oth-

there are tensions growing at home

are willing and able to help. Releas-

you'll persevere.

Every row, column ’ HoepRd.
Coe Merry colourtnwd:
and mini-grid \ 2
[ J /
must contain the gg Christmas. ? <
letters: EAS
FRUITCAKE
| F|C A|lE R
U E(T I F|K C
- S
1D
R e
K U | E N
C|I K|IR
| E K F
A AN
F| [1|RlciT|ul |A :
ClA|K || T F
ers as much as you can this week, or at the office. You will have to find ing this burden will prove liberating.
Gemini. If you can prove you are ways to diffuse any situations that ~ CAPRICORN — Dec 22/Jan 20 FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
trustworthy, then more people are may grow out of control. This week is packed with cosmic
likely to follow you. LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 action, Capricorn. All of this energy DECEMBER 19
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 Continue to lean into an optimistic ~ has you a bit restless. Rest easy, Jake Gyllenhaal, Actor (41)
ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 Cancer, you may be introduced to mindset, Libra. It will enable youtobe ~ as you will soon figure out how to ~ DECEMBER 20
Aries, the stars have been keeping  someone who is the ideal partnerfor ~ a bright light when others are feeling ~ juggle your personal and profes- Kylian Mbappé, Athlete (23)
you on your toes lately. There has  you at work. This pairing canleadto ~ a little down. Boost good moods. sional lives. ~ DECEMBER 21
been much going on but somehow  the successful completion of proj-  SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22 AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 Kiefer Sutherland, Actor (55)
you have been able to wade through ects new and old. You are naturally compelled to look  Aquarius, you're on a truth-seeking DECEMBER 22
it all like a rock star. LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 deeper into any circumstance you  mission and you're ready to ques- Meghan Trainor, Singer (28)
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 Prioritize your actions to maximize find yourself in, Scorpio. Always dig ~ tion everything you see. Take a ~ DECEMBER 23
Others are asking you to stretch  peace and quiet, Leo. You have  below the surface to unveil the truth, ~ step back and figure out your strat- Finn Wolfhard, Actor (19)
yourself beyond normal limits, Tau- ~ been under pressure lately, so take ~ even if it takes work. egy, which will require finesse. ~ DECEMBER 24
rus. Do your best, but weigh the e every opportunity to enjoy some SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 Ricky Martin, Singer (50)
fects that this could have on your  quiet time. Be direct about any frustrations you  Pisces, try to smooth over some- DECEMBER 25
overall well-being. VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 may be harbouring, Sagittarius.  thing that has been a thom in your Helena Christensen,
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 Virgo, your intuition is telling you that Share your feelings with others who ~ side for some time. Keep at it and Model (53)
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We wish to thank you for your valued patronage!
We have two locations to serve you:

145 Chemin Cyr, New Richmond
418-392-4451

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
December 24: 9am.to5p.m.
December 25: 12 noon to 5 p.m.
December 26: 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
December 31: 9am.to5p.m.
January 1: 12 noon to 5 p.m.
January 2: 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

PJC Clinic,
37 Perron East, Caplan
418-388-2345

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
December 24: 9a.m.to5p.m.
December 25: Closed
December 26: Closed
December 31: 9a.m.to5p.m.
January 1: Closed
January 2: Closed

We would like to wish you and
your loved ones happiness and
health during this
wonderful holiday season.

3, Rue des Cerisiers © 418 368-5425
£ www.groupeohmega.com
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our year so special.
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your support!

Merry Christmas!

FIPEC
» S

FILETS ET CASIERS SUR MESURE

Les Industries Fipec Inc.

304 Route132 East, Hope Town, Quebec
(418) 752-3632

45 rue du Parc, Grande-Riviére, Quebec
(418) 385-3333

(\j/.'sn.ne
(x/OV‘WI

g (23Y
ChY'lStWIQS-

, .Mrs, Arbour and
" Mr. Leblanc, owners -of
Supermarché-IGA,
and their team of
employees would like
to wish everyone.a "’
very Merry Christmas
' . and’
~ .- Happy New Year!.

120 Perron Blvd West
New Richmond, Quebec
418-392-4237

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
December24: 8am.to5p.m.
December 25:  Closed

& December 26: 1p.m.to5p.m.
S
December 31: 8a.m.to5p.m.

111 Gérard D. Levesque West January 1: Closed
Paspébiac, Quebec

418-752-2288

January 2: 1 p.m.to5p.m.




Shonlbread cookied.
Eady lo make.,

el eat/! - -
d@ cioud Lo When you think of Christmas goodies what comes to mind? Fruit-

Shortbread cookies are a Christmas staple. No platter of seasonal cookies is complete with- cake with marzipan icing? Sugar cookies? Shortbread? Fudge?

out shortbread cookies as part of the mix. There are countless recipes for making short- Mmcqmeat tarts? All of the above?

bread, but this is one of the easiest. This week, we are sharing a recipe for something a little bit dif-
ferent, but nonetheless, delicious! As an added bonus, it is easy and

3 INGBEDIENT SHORTBREAD COOKIES quick (about 10 minutes of preparation plus time in the fridge) to
Ingredients: make and looks so appealing! A batch of peppermint bark makes a
2 cups all-purpose flour nice gift lovingly placed in a decorative Christmas tin! Don’t be too
/> cup powdered sugar (icing sugar) concerned about calories in this confection — calories do not count
1 cup butter (not margarine) at Christmas!
Instructions Ingredients:
1. Preheat oven to 3500F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. 12 ounces of white chocolate
2. Inalarge bowl, cream together the pre-softened butter and sugar using an electric mixer. 12 ounces semisweet chocolate

When mixture appears fluffy it is ready for Step 3. Y5 tsp. peppermint extract
3. Add the flour, in about 3 or 4 parts, and mix. Do not overmix. When ingredients form a 6 — 8 candy canes (crushed)

dough, the batter is ready. .
4. Dump dough onto a lightly floured counter. Roll dough by hand into a “log” Instructions: '

Iy T ——— 1. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. Do not try this with-
5. Wrap in Saran Wrap and place in fridge for about 30 minutes. * out parchment paper as it will make for an unhappy cooking ex-
6. Slice dough into rounds that are about % inch thick. et IPEITTEE,

2. Choose a large pot and a heat-proof glass bowl that will fit into

7. Place on baking sheet and bake for about 15 — 17 minutes. This can vary de-

pending on your oven. the pot without going in all the way. This will allow your choco-

late to melt with no worry about burning,

8. Cookies are done when they are a light golden colour. : L .
9. Allow to cool. Place in a covered tin. Best eaten when fresh. 'ﬁ&‘%‘;’%‘&;’h3 t Plaqe about 3 inches pf water in the pot and brlpg the water
A 0 a simmer over medium heat. Place the bowl into pot and

add the semisweet chocolate into the bowl and allow the choco-
late to melt. Stir occasionally. Add peppermint extract.

4. Stir and pour into prepared baking sheet and spread with rubber
spatula. Place in fridge for 20 minutes.

5. While baking sheet is in the fridge, melt the white chocolate
using the same method. Stir.

6. Pou(r1 over the semisweet chocolate, AFTER it is set and hard-
ened.

7. Sprinkle the crushed candy canes over the top while white
chocolate is warm.

8. Place in fridge for 20 minutes.

Parchment paper is a versatile and inexpensive paper that is grease resistant
and moisture resistant. It can be used in a variety of ways in the kitchen. It
can be used to line baking sheets and cake molds, to wrap fish and to cover
your countertop for easy cleanups. Do not mix it up with wax paper which
has a thin coat of wax on both sides. It is also grease and moisture re-
sistant, but it is not heat resistant so it is not a substitute for parchment
paper. Rub a tiny bit of butter on the corner of your parchment paper
and this will keep the corners from curling while baking. C

Happy New Year

A new leaf is ahead of us and let's all have a brighter 2022 year filled with Options: Use chocolate chips instead of chocolate pieces.
continuous love, happiness, and prosperity. Although 2021 was a difficult year for Microwave the chocolate in 30 second increments, stirring after
many Gaspesians but here’s to hoping for a little brightness and beautiful days in each additio_nal 30 seconds.
2022. Let's not dwell on expectations, resolutions, or dreams. We all can be healthier When bark is set eithgr break it apart with your hand or use a sharp
() with fresh perspectives, caring for others, and loving each other unconditionally. ?;geufgrreei\;e:&lzﬁ Sp};ecfjée baking sheet in fi P .
We can soak in the spirit of a new year with God's presence so we all can strive for for each layer o fgchocc’)ll':l e ng sheet in freezer for 10 minutes
happiness, comfort, and peace. We can surround ourselves with people who ;

appreciate us as much as we appreciate them. Peppermint extract is an herbal extract of peppermint and is made
In this coming year let's keep our hands out of the cookie jar and give heartfelt Jrom the essential oils from peppermint leaves. Peppermint was his-
words of thank you, along with kindness to others. loved ones and neighbours. torically widely used in Europe and the Middle East Jor a variety of
Always remember to let the Lord bless you each day so we all can bring forth purposes including in foods and as a medicinal product. This ex-
happiness, comfort, cheers, and some laughter. tract is used in.desserts, sauces and beverages. Be cautious when
Ken Ross, New Carlisle using peppermint extract, as it is quite strong in flavour, so begin

with less and add more next time if needed.

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER

MP - Gaspésie—Les iles-de-la-MadeIeine 1518, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1EQ

Arpenteur-géometre

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region! . v abag@axioag.com
Arpenteur-géometre
. glag@axioag.com

Grande-Riviére office Magdalen Islands office ARPENTEURS - GEOMETRES Membre de 'Ordre
418 385-4264 418 986-1489 /A des Arpenteurs-Géometres du Québec

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office New Richmond office
418 764-2890 581 355-0060

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

T 418-364-7082 / 1-844-664-7082

8

PROUD PARTNER IN T ——
YOUR CONSTRUCTION | '

Are you

PROJECTS FOR k)’ Driven to be

MORE THAN
45 YEARS!

Discover our career opportunities!

constructionifg.com %
. s -
( Eamlaliers

REG: 2534-4813-58

Gaspésie—Les lles | Cdte-Nord | Bas-Saint-Laurent

= BUILDINGS = ENERGY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC -
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Wishing our community members and
partners throughout the region and
beyond a wonderful holiday season.
Allen, Fay, Kim, Ashley & Johnny

Administration & Management

We would like to wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Stay safe during the
holiday season.

Bruce, Denise & James
CASA Avignon Office

-

We would like to wish all our seniors a very
Merry Christmas, enjoy the holidays and all
the best, see you all in the new year!
Madelyn, Sally & Kathy
Seniors Services
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FROM CASA

Wishing you a holiday season

filled with love and happiness,

and may the new year bring
health and wellnhess to you
and your loved ones.
Matthew, Shannon & James
Health & Social Services

@ CASA

Gaspesian
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Wishing you a Christmas that's merry
and bright! We hope you have a safe
and relaxing holiday season. Merry
Christmas from the youth team!
Trevor & Cindy

The Bright Beginnings team would like
to wish you and your families a
wonderful holiday season making
magical memories together. We look
forward to seeing you in the New Year!
Shannon, Kayla & Beth
Bright Beginnings

A

Wishing you all a Christmas filled with
imagination and reasons to smile.
Dawn, Jolene & Jennifer

The Gaspesian Wa
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