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Gilles Gagné

Saint-Godefroi mayor  
Genade Grenier resigns due to hate mail

CARLETON: – The mayor 

of Saint-Godefroi, Genade 

Grenier, resigned on Febru-

ary 10 after receiving two 

hate letters containing insults 

and hidden threats. He first 

announced his decision to the 

municipal council members 

during a private work meet-

ing. 

Mr. Grenier, aged 46, had 

been mayor since 2017, an 

election year in which he 

faced opposition. He was re-

elected by acclamation in 

October 2021. 

“I received the first letter 

on December 14 and the last 

on February 8. I cannot judge 

if it is the same person who 

sent them because the letters 

are anonymous. I guess it's 

the same person. It is not 

written by hand, but on the 

computer. They were posted 

from Saint-Godefroi. In the 

first letter, I was accused of 

being ‘a big dirty dog’. I was 

told that I married a girl from 

Saint-Godefroi, that people 

welcomed me but that I was 

not from here. I am told that 

the employees of New 

Carlisle’s Centre d’accueil, 

where I work as a beneficiary 

attendant, are tired of hearing 

from me, that the people of 

Saint-Godefroi are also tired 

of me, that I should go. One 

part of the letter reads ‘you 

try to look good but you're an 

asshole. Don't look for a cul-

prit. You're the culprit.’ How-

ever, I come from the nearby 

village of Hope. I am in-

volved in all kinds of move-

ments, the Knights of 

Columbus, the Lions, the 

The former mayor of Saint-Godefroi, Genade Grenier, says he 
probably would have stayed in politics if the anonymous letters 
had only attacked him. 
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church,” explains Mr. Gre-

nier. 

“The second letter at-

tacked my wife. It was also 

said that she was not happy 

with me, that I had no family, 

that I was nothing, that ‘peo-

ple will start to despise you.’ 

This is bullying, to destroy 

my integrity,” he adds. 

He has an idea about who 

sent the letters or the element 

that triggered them. 

“I think it's related to the 

last election in November to 

a councillor's position.  

Someone lost the election 

and that person blamed it on 

me. I feel like everything 

stems from the election. One 

person on the council did not 

like this result. I'm not saying 

it's that person but it could be 

someone related to that per-

son. However, since my deci-

sion, I feel the population 

behind me in the comments I 

received. People asked me to 

stay but this situation was 

going too far. I read the letter 

at my last meeting. Coun-

cilors were very disturbed by 

this letter. That does not 

mean that I will never return 

to politics. I liked my duties. 

Interesting things are hap-

pening in Saint-Godefroi. 

There are hardly any houses 

left for sale. People move 

here,” he says. 

Genade Grenier says that 

no such incident occurred 

during his first term. He did-

n’t receive hate letters by 

mail or through social media. 

“We had conflicts in meet-

ings; people talk about cer-

tain problems but we have 

always been able to solve 

them without insults. (…) 

The only comment came dur-

ing the 2021 election; I was 

told that I was wrong by not 

supporting a person running 

for council. I overlooked that 

comment,” he says. 

He made his decision to 

leave  politics after a conver-

sation with his family, 

namely his wife and 15-year-

old daughter. 

“I chose my family and 

my health first. If they had 

just attacked me, I would 

probably have stayed, but 

when they attacked members 

of my family, who have noth-

ing to do with politics, they 

reached me more. My wife 

and my daughter supported 

me,” assures Mr. Grenier. 

He met with Sûreté du 

Québec police officers on 

February 15 and 17 to give 

them potential clues about 

the author of the letters. This 

information he doesn’t share 

publicly. 

“In conclusion, I find it a 

shame, this kind of incident, 

because it breaks a person's 

confidence and confidence in 

municipal politics. I find it 

unfortunate that in 2022, 

elected officials are living 

with accusations like that, 

free accusations that come to 

affect our health, our bal-

ance,” he says. 

Employment insurance claimants on the brink 
Gilles Gagné

CHANDLER – Employment 

Insurance claimants, who have 

been victims of fraud are being 

pushed to the brink because of 

the long delays in rectifying 

their files. 

The phenomenon, which 

has been linked to identity theft 

following the Desjardins data 

breach in June 2019, is pushing 

some citizens to be on the 

verge of declaring bankruptcy. 

“We had people approach-

ing bankruptcy. When you've 

had no income for several 

months, they’ve waited so long 

that  it's the credit cards that 

have filled up,” declares  the 

coordinator Mouvement action 

chômage Pabok, Nadia Mon-

geon, who adds that between 

75 and 80% of claimants are 

experiencing financial difficul-

ties. 

The coordinator adds  that 

each time a case is resolved, 

two more are added. 

“There is some improve-

ment but there are so many 

cases that you don't really no-

tice it,” she says, noting that 

Ottawa has added investigat-

ing officers. 

“We must not forget that it 

is a software that commits 

fraud. It doesn’t stop,” accord-

ing to the coordinator, who 

salutes the federal government 

for listening to organizations 

like hers, which has asked for 

additional staff to speed up the 

processing of requests. 

For her part, the Member of 

Parliament for the Gaspé 

Peninsula and Magdalen Is-

lands, Diane Lebouthillier, also 

reports receiving dozens of 

calls in connection with this 

fraud. 

From the outset, Ms. 

Lebouthillier, who is also the 

Minister of National Revenue, 

says she’s “wholeheartedly” 

with the victims. 

“I fully understand the im-

pact this can have on families. 

We are living the conse-

quences of the data theft that 

occurred at Desjardins. We are 

doing all the work necessary to 

resolve the situation and sup-

port people,” says Ms. 

Lebouthillier. 

The MP points out that 

funds have been released to 

hire more people to meet the 

demands.  

Nadia Mongeon, coordinator of  
Action chômage Pabok movement
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1 800 250-3030 • waramps.ca

Order key tags 
online – free.

Since 1946, the Key Tag Service has been 
protecting your keys and supporting our 

essential programs for amputees.

I am a longtime supporter of 
The War Amps, and they have returned 
two sets of keys I had lost. A wonderful 

organization and a terrific public service 

that really works.

– Peter

A chaotic start to the year for residual materials 

GRANDE-RIVIÈRE: - The 
many problems related to the 
collection of residual materials 
since the Christmas holidays in 
the Rocher-Percé MRC and the 
Town of Gaspé have led the  
Intermunicipal Board of Resid-
ual Material Management of 
the Gaspé Peninsula to impose 
penalties on the contract busi-
ness. 

These collections made by 
Groupe Bouffard experienced 

many delays due to mechanical 
breakdowns and delivery times 
to obtain parts needed to carry 
out repairs, not to mention 
labour issues. 

“What we have to do is 
work with the contractor and 
ensure that the search for solu-
tions is the most optimal and 
that we return to normal sooner 
than too late,” notes the Direc-
tor of the Intermunicipal Board, 
Nathalie Drapeau, who adds 
that the organization had no 
choice but to apply the penal-
ties related to the contracts. 

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

“We have a mechanism to 
document everything and we 
do daily follow-ups with the 
contractor,” said Ms. Dra-
peau. 
 

Discontent 

 
The towns and the board re-

ceived many calls from un-
happy people. The manage- 
ment took the opportunity to 
raise awareness among the 
population. 

The organization finds that 
people are continuing with 
good practices despite the in-
conveniences associated with 
overfilled bins. 

“So far, we have not seen 
any adverse effects. We have 
not seen a transfer of volume 
from one collection to an-
other,” explains Ms. Drapeau. 
 

Modernization 

 
In addition, the board's sort-

ing centre, located in Grande-
Rivière, will benefit from an 
investment of $2.1 million to 
modernize its facilities, which 
date back to 1998. 

“We are going to review the 
way materials are directed to 

the sorting line. We are going 
to add a pre-sorting table to re-
move all the large contami-
nants that we receive far too 
much and which break our 
equipment,” explains Ms. Dra-
peau. 

The design of the sorting 
component is under develop-
ment. 

Mechanization will allow 

employees to focus on improv-
ing the quality of the material, 
an element that is becoming 
more and more required by 
buyers. 

In addition, mechanization 
will facilitate their work in a 
context where some citizens do 
not make any  effort to properly 
sort the items to put in the blue 
bin. 

The Bouffard Group had all  
sorts of collection problems at 
the beginning of the year.  
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Gaspé Peninsula makes Quebec aware of its priorities 

GASPÉ: – The priorities of the 
Gaspé Peninsula were pre-
sented to the Regional Minister 
of the Gaspé Peninsula, Jonatan 
Julien, in meetings which 
moved along much like speed-
dating. Those meetings were 
part of a virtual tour of the 
Gaspé that ended on February 
11. 

The Minister reserved about 
an hour and 30 minutes with 
the elected officials of each of 
the MRCs, who presented their 
main issues. Many of those is-
sues involved cellular service, 
transportation, health and 
sports in what sounds like one 
of the last occasions to com-
municate with the regional 
minister before the October 
election. 

The future of healthcare   
with the future of Maria's hos-
pital centre as a backdrop is the 
top priority in the MRC of Avi-
gnon. “We have difficulties 
with access to healthcare  in 
Campbellton (New Brunswick) 
with that being the reference 
hospital for half of the popula-
tion of the MRC. We worked a 
lot on that and on the impor-
tance also of carrying out re-
pairs of the emergency room 

and intensive care (at Maria 
Hospital),” says the prefect, 
Mathieu Lapointe. 

The importance of upgrad-
ing the current hospital pending 
a decision on a new facility is 
paramount. “The emergency 
needs to be redone and is no 
longer adapted to the realities 
of today. These two projects 
must be done at the same time,” 
he says. Noting that if the deci-
sion to build a new establish-
ment is made, it could be at 
least 10 years before it be-
comes a reality. 

Unsurprisingly, in the 
Bonaventure MRC, the ab-
sence of a cellular network as 
soon as you leave the coastline 
was brought up once again. 
Municipalities such as Saint-
Elzéar and Saint-Alphonse are 
poorly served, and elected offi-
cials have often demanded bet-
ter cell service for them. 

This issue had already been 
raised a year ago when the 
Minister of Energy and Natural 
Resources replaced Marie-Ève   
Proulx as incumbent minister 
for the Gaspé Peninsula. 

“We are going to propose a 
plan in line with the needs that 
we have in our territory to solve 
this problem as quickly as pos-
sible,”  mentions the prefect 
Éric Dubé, who doesn’t want 

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

that wait to stretch to 2024. 
Transportation, a recurring 

issue for more than a decade, 
has been defined as a priority 
in the Rocher-Percé MRC. The 
Prefect Samuel Parisé insisted 
that with the recent announce-
ment that the rail rehabilitation 
won’t be complete to Port-
Daniel-Gascons until 2024 and 
considering it is still unknown 
when it will be complete to 
Gaspé that this issue be ques-
tioned. 

“The last announcement 
was quite disappointing to us, 
especially since there is no 
longer a date (for refurbish-
ment) to Gaspé. We are regu-
larly told that we are a remote 
region. We  must make sure we  
have access to several local 
transportation options. Each 
time we have a means of trans-
portation cut, we feel even fur-
ther away,” explains the young 
prefect. 

On the Côte-de-Gaspé, the 
issues are divided into two 
stages. The prefect, Daniel 
Côté, wants Quebec to take a 
special look at the Estran sec-
tor, which covers the Grande-
Vallée area. “We always have a 
fear of a break in health serv-
ice, the conversion of ambu-
lance schedules to hourly 
(schedules) rather than shifts. 

The wildlife office was also 
mentioned. In short, decentral-
ization of services in favour of 
the Estran,” explains the pre-
fect. 

For the Gaspé sector, the 
creation of a new sports infra-
structure program is at the fore-
front. “A return of a program to 
carry out our arena and sports 
complex project is one of our 
top priorities,” adds Mr. Côté. 

Finally, in Haute-Gaspésie, 
the development of the Chic-
Chocs to make it a major 
tourist destination and the 
safety of Highway 132, which 
was once again damaged in 

December with a high fall tide, 
are among the priorities, as 
well as, the scheduling of para-
medics. 

All mentioned the prag-
matic side of Minister Jonatan 
Julien in the presentation of the 
files. 

Issues such as housing, 
transportation and day cares  
were overlooked but as they af-
fect the entire region, it was 
agreed between the elected of-
ficials and the Minister that a 
meeting with the Table des 
préfets will be scheduled in the 
coming weeks to address these 
issues in more detail. 

Minister Jonatan Julien
Photo: N. Sergerie
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Anticipated drop in  
the shrimp catch quota 

GASPÉ - Shrimp fishermen 
could suffer a compounded loss 
of income of $2 million with a 
proposed quota reduction of 
1,000 tonnes over the next two 
years. 

The Association of Owner 
Captains of the Gaspé Penin-
sula determined that number 
after an analysis of the scien-
tific review on the small crus-
tacean and the meeting of the 
advisory committee which was 
held recently. 

“There is a high level of un-
certainty,” says the representa-
tive of mobile gear fishermen 
from the Association of Owner 
Captains of the Gaspé Penin-
sula, Patrice Element.  

According to the plan pro-
posed by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, there are reductions of 
15% in the Esquiman and Anti-
costi areas, and an increase of 
22% in the Sept-Iles area is on 
the table. 

“They told us of their con-
cerns about environmental fac-
tors: the increase in water 
temperature, the decrease in 
oxygen and the predation of 
redfish, which they believe 
would pose a significant risk to 
the biomass,” says Mr. Ele-
ment. 

Following the discussions, 
the decision will be formally 
taken regarding the quota. 

“On our side, we are pro-
posing respect for the precau-
tionary approach in areas 
where there is a decrease. Even 
if there are concerns, we rec-
ommended limiting the in-

crease to 15% rather than 22% 
in the Sept-Iles area, which the 
precautionary approach would 
advocate, with a view to pro-
tecting the biomass,” adds the 
spokesperson. 

Put into perspective, the 
quota change would represent 
a decrease from 17,999 tonnes, 
which was the quota over the 
past two years to 17,000 
tonnes.  

“Of course, it's a significant 
decrease.  In the context of in-
creases in expenses that we 
have lived in the last year and 
that we will experience in the 
next year, it is not necessarily 
good news economically, but if 
that's what it takes to protect the 
stock, we'll live with it,” notes 
Mr. Element, who calculates 
those revenues would drop by 
just over $2 million for shrimp 
fishermen. 

“We need to have shrimp in 
two years, in five years and in 
10 years. Now, we must agree 
on what should be done in a 
context where harvest by fish-
ing becomes practically in-
significant compared to 
predation by redfish,” says Mr. 

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist
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Element 
Last year, fishermen ob-

served juvenile shrimp, but sci-
entists note that this 
recruitment is not significant 
enough. 

“Is it our vision that is a bit 
optimistic? Is it the scientific 
summaries that are a little pes-
simistic? Each approach has its 
strengths and weaknesses. The 
truth may be somewhere in be-
tween! We don't know,” says 
Mr. Element. 

It’s difficult to predict the 
impact that this observation 
could have on the prices that 
fishermen will have next sea-
son.  Nonetheless, countries in 
the United Kingdom and Scan-
dinavia, the main northern 
shrimpmarkets,  continue to re-
duce sanitary measures. “That's 
where it is eaten the most. How 
quickly will it be and how 
much will this vision be shared 
by processors? It remains to be 
seen,” he says. 

Last year, fishermen re-
ceived $1.48 a pound for large 
shrimp, $1.15 per pound for 
medium ones and $0.96 per 
pound for small shrimp. 

Salmon fishing: 2022 could be a record season in Gaspé 

GASPÉ: - If the trend contin-
ues, Gaspé's three salmon 
rivers could experience record 
attendance in 2022. 

The Société de gestion des 
rivières de Gaspé, the society 
that manages the three salmon 
rivers in Gaspé, says they are 
already almost fully booked 
for the upcoming season. 

“The Saint John River 
Pavilion is full. For the other 
rivers, we still have a few 
dates left, but in periods when 
people do not (usually) book 
such as in August when the 
water is hot. This is practically 
a record number of reserva-
tions,” explains the director, 
Rémi Lesmerises. 

Customers outside Quebec 
aren’t as numerous due to traf-

Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist
fic restrictions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “We 
have reservations, but there 
are fewer  Americans and 
Canadians who have reserved 
for the moment. But I expect 
that if the conditions continue 
to improve this spring, they 
will be there and book at the 
last minute,” says the director. 

However, he would be 
very surprised to reach the tra-
ditional average of 20% exter-
nal (non-Quebec) customers. 
 

Fishing is attracting 

 much attention 
 

The craze for fishing con-
tinues, a finding that can be 
easily explained.  “There has 
been a big promotion cam-
paign for salmon fishing in re-
cent years, both by river 
administrators and by the 

Quebec Atlantic Salmon Fed-
eration, which has had a posi-
tive effect on the perception of 
salmon fishing,” says Rémi 
Lesmerises. In addition, the 
pandemic has led Quebecers 
to discover salmon fishing. 

Since 2019, the number of 
salmon has been on the rise, 
after a low in 2015 and 2016. 
The 2021 runs were excep-
tional on the Saint-Jean, ex-
cellent on the York and a bit 
more challenging on the Dart-
mouth River. 

“It varies a lot from year to 
year. It is difficult to rely on 
the previous one (year) to pre-
dict the future. But over the 
past three years, we have had 
very good runs on our rivers, 
and I would extrapolate to all 
the rivers in the Gaspé in gen-
eral,” explains the manager. 

According to him, the At-

lantic salmon management 
plan seems to be working and 
there is an upward trend in the 

population. “It’s still encour-
aging for future years,” con-
cludes Mr. Lesmerises. 

Photo: Société de gestion des rivières de Gaspé

Patrice Element 

Salmon fishing attracts many people to Gaspé. 

The pro forma preliminary hearing of  Brandon Metallic, 
charged with two unpremeditated murders that occurred on 
May 15, 2021, in Listuguj, is postponed to March 4. The 29-
year-old man from Listuguj last appeared in court on Febru-
ary 11, after being considered fit for trial in January by the 
experts of  the Louis-Philippe-Pinel Institute in Montreal who 
specialize  in psychiatric assessments. Brandon Metallic’s eval-
uation and treatment covered the second half  of  2021.  

In December, he told the court he had established con-
tacts with a New Brunswick attorney in order to be repre-
sented by a lawyer. However, on February 11, he told Quebec 
Court Judge Janick Poirier that he wanted to represent him-
self.   

If  this outcome materializes, criminal and penal prosecu-
tor Florence Frappier-Routhier informed the judge that she 
will file a request for the court to appoint a lawyer to assist the 
accused in further legal proceedings. “We are talking about 
serious charges here. I informed the judge of  my intention to 
have a “friend of  the court” appointed to help him fill the 
forms. There is a significant volume of  paperwork  to tackle 
in that kind of  case.  

Mr. Metallic had a lawyer when he was considered unfit 
for trial and things will not be simpler as we progress in the 
case. The procedure might reach the Superior Court at one 
point and, before that, the preliminary hearings will take 
place,” she explains. Brandon Metallic allegedly killed a young 
girl and a man in his early twenties. 

—- 
David Guy, 38, from Maria, facing eight charges of  domestic 
violence and other accusations related to the same case, wants 
to undergo a second bail hearing in order to be released from 
custody. On February 11 at the New Carlisle courthouse, his 
lawyer, Pierre Gagnon, informed Quebec Court Judge Janick 
Poirier that his client wants to be released from prison in order 
to undergo therapy. “His attorney is using a Myers type of  re-
quest, based on a 2019 Supreme Court decision, to ask for his 
client’s release. It is a valid type of  procedure but I will oppose 
that, considering the gravity of  the charges laid against David 
Guy,” points out criminal and penal prosecutor Florence 
Frappier-Routhier. The Quebec Court will have to deal with 
Pierre Gagnon’s request on March 4 in New Carlisle. 

David Guy faces eight counts of  assault, including assault 
with a weapon and assault causing bodily harm. The alleged 
victim was his former wife. She was living with him until flee-
ing the house on March 17, 2021. She was hospitalized for a 
lengthy period after leaving the house. He allegedly hit her 
with a hammer at one point. He is also accused of  uttering 
threats, harassment and breach of  conditions. The alleged 
crimes took place between 2004 and March 2021. He has been 
imprisoned since March 18 2021. 
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Commentary

Editorial page

Will Jean Charest go for the  
Conservative Party leadership race? 

Since the forced resignation of the former Conser-
vative Party leader Erin O’Toole on February 2, the pos-
sible return of Jean Charest has made headlines, the 
main reason being his political talent and his moderate 
positions on issues like the environment, firearms, oil 
production, abortion and sanitary measures. 

The possible comeback of Jean Charest had made 
the headlines more in Quebec than in the rest of 
Canada. In fact, his possible candidacy for the Conser-
vative Party triggered passionate debates at the Que-
bec National Assembly. 

During one of those debates, former Liberal Party 
Minister Lise Thériault fiercely defended Jean Charest’s 
record as premier, because he was suspected of having 
conducted between 2003 and 2012 a government filled 
with corruption. Even Quebec’s Conservative Party 
leader Éric Duhaime defended him, saying that Mr. 
Charest was a better premier than François Legault. 

Parti Québécois leader Paul Saint-Pierre-Plamon-
don argued that Jean Charest normalized corruption by 
trivializing it. 

It was proven in front of the Charbonneau Commis-
sion in 2012 and 2013 that the management of calls for 
tenders by the Liberal government was quite problem-
atic, as construction contractors were largely contribut-
ing to the party, and that the tenders were often fixed. 

Despite 10 years of investigation by the Quebec 
anti-corruption permanent squad, no evidence has 
been found to lay charges against Jean Charest. He re-
cently insisted on the relevance of ending the investi-
gation pertaining to his activities. It might be   proof that 
he will enter the Conservative Party race but it might 
also simply mean that he is tired of being suspected. 

Those suspicions have not blocked him from nomi-
nations since his September 2012 political defeat. He 
was recently appointed to the Board of Canadian Na-
tional, the railway company. 

Jean Charest might opt for entering the race before 
SPEC is available to its readers but some stakes re-
main to be evaluated as of the paper’s February 17 
deadline. 

In January 2020, when it became evident that the 
Conservative Party leader Andrew Scheer, after his Oc-
tober 2019 electoral defeat, wouldn’t stay for another 
election, Jean Charest was asked if he would run. He 
replied back then that the Conservative Party had 
changed considerably since his departure from the Pro-
gressive Conservative Party, as it was called in the 
1980s and the 1990s. 

In 2022, the Conservative Party has gotten even 
farther on the  right-wing, non-interventionism political 
spectrum than two years ago. The presence of Pierre 
Poilièvre as a leadership candidate and the number of 
Members of Parliament (MP) supporters he has gained 
since the beginning of February is a testimony of that. 

To some Conservative Party MPs, especially those 
elected in a Quebec riding, Jean Charest represents a 
saviour, the only potent leadership candidate likely to 
bring the party back to a centre-right political position, 
something more moderate than Pierre Poilièvre, who 
enthusiastically supported the truckers’ freedom con-
voy more than a vast majority of Canada’s truckers who 
saw a movement going too far. 

The Conservative Party MPs based in Quebec 
would be lost in a party becoming obsessed with abol-
ishing sanitary measures, with a refusal to believe in 
climate change, with putting emphasis on an unbridled 
oil and gas development, with religious practice, and 
with an open door to anti-abortion partisans, among 
other stakes. 

While other Canadians share some of the Quebec 
MPs' values  under Pierre Poilièvre, the Conservative 
Party would largely be dominated by Western Canada 
MPs. 

By and large, Canadians usually support parties 
with a centre-politics program. Would Pierre Poilièvre 
adapt to that reality? It is far from proven but if he really 
entertains ambitions of becoming  the country’s prime 
minister, he would compromise. 

Outside Quebec, Canadians have fewer  vivid 
memories of Jean Charest. He left Quebec politics al-
most 10 years ago. Older people remember him as a 
fast-rising minister under Prime Minister Brian Mul-
roney at the end of the 1980s. After the electoral defeat 
of the short-lived regime of Kim Campbell in 1993, Jean 
Charest remained one of the only two Progressive 
Conservative Party MPs in the whole country and took 
over the leadership of the party between 1993 and 
1998. 

That party’s demise was widely attributed to Brian 
Mulroney, who waited too long before making some 
room for a viable succession. 

Jean Charest was Captain Canada during the 1995 
referendum on Quebec’s sovereignty. 

In 1998, he made the difficult switch to the Liberal 
Party of Quebec. It was difficult because he had to sur-
render his dream of becoming Canada’s prime minis-
ter. It took him quite a while to develop the habit of 
defending Quebec’s interest against a federal govern-
ment often driven by centralization moves. 

People will remember some fierce battles Jean 
Charest conducted between 2006 and 2012 against 
Canada’s former Prime Minister Stephen Harper to get 
more funding for health services. Outside Canada, Mr. 
Charest is also remembered for his request to get bet-
ter equalization payments, which would not be an ad-
vantage if he enters the coming Conservative 
leadership race. 

Come a leadership race, most political analysts also 
predict that Pierre Poilièvre, a man about to be deprived  
of subtlety, will constantly attack Jean Charest’s credi-
bility regarding corruption during his terms as Quebec 
Premier. 

If he does enter the leadership race, Jean Charest 
will give Pierre Poilièvre a run for his money though. 
Whether we like him or not, Mr. Charest is a gifted politi-
cian, a fierce debater, who has the rare talent of being 
equally good in English and French, and he is able to 
convince people of his views. He is a political 
chameleon, with no specific attachment to a political 
doctrine. 

How would that be received in the current context? 
Is it too late to salvage the Conservative Party, because 
of the discrepancies between its supporters’ main cur-
rents? 

It is hard to say. Outside Quebec, Jean Charest’s 
past allegiance to the provincial Liberal Party will prob-
ably not carry too much weight, because political par-
ties’ orientations vary a lot at that level. In British 
Columbia for instance, the Liberal Party is seen as that 
province’s Conservative Party. In Quebec, before the 
foundation of Action démocratique du Québec, the Lib-
eral Party was also seen as a conservative party. 

Can Western Canada and some other parts of the 
country accept a red Tory like Jean Charest? That’s the 
question he must answer before making a decision to 
run or not. 

In Quebec, the Conservative Party MPs will support 
him but it is far from certain that a majority of Quebe-
cers will. 

Moreover, under Stephen Harper, that party has 
proven that it can govern without Quebec’s support. 
However, Pierre Poilièvre is not a second Stephen 
Harper who was more moderate on most issues de-
spite being a control freak. Will Jean Charest enter the 
race? We should know soon.  

GASPÉ - There are approximately 2,000 active cases 
of COVID-19 in the Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen 
Islands. The director of the region’s Public Health 
Board, Dr. Yv Bonnier Viger, bases his calculation on 
the number of infections reported by Quebec’s Na-
tional Institute of Public Health. 

“We test about one in nine people here in the Gaspé 
Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands. We know we 
have today (February 17) about 250 people battling the 
virus among those we tested. This means that in reality 
it is easily 2,000 people on our whole territory who are 
sick with the virus,” says Dr. Bonnier-Viger. 

He notes that vaccination reduces the impact of the 
virus. “It has a very big effect that people who get the 
disease are not too severely affected; at least, that does 

not put them in the hospital. We have seven people 
hospitalized out of those 2,000 people,” he notes. 

Vaccination also makes quite a contrast in resi-
dences for seniors, which are much less affected by 
the disease compared to the first wave in the spring of 
2020. 

“That's the big difference. Our elders are really well 
vaccinated (with) three doses. (It makes) the big dif-
ference between the first wave where these locations 
were very vulnerable and now where it's going ex-
tremely well. It's really due to the vaccination,” he 
says. 

According to the hypotheses put forward by the 
Quebec National Institute of Public Health, it could be 
estimated that half of the population of the region 
would have been affected by the virus by now. 

“It is probable. It can't be very, very different from 

the rest of Quebec. We don't have very specific num-
bers, but it's very likely,” he points out. 

Meanwhile, the coronavirus claimed two more 
lives in the Gaspé Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands 
between February 11 and 18. They were reported on 
February 16 by the National Institute of Public Health, 
which now provides the only daily update available to 
the population. The regional Public Health Board no 
longer publishes those updates. 

The two fatalities bring the regional total to 53 
since the beginning of the pandemic, 23 months ago. 
No details are available about the origin of the de-
ceased people. That day, eight people from the Gaspé 
Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands were hospitalized, 
a weekly peak that had gone down to six two days 
later.  

(With the collaboration of Gilles Gagné) 

Nelson Sergerie
More than 2,000 active cases in the region 



Page 5, February 23, 2022 - Spec

 
The Gaspé Spec 

 
Please note that The Gaspé Spec  
office will be temporarly closed  
and employees will be working 

 from home offices due to  
major building renovations.   

 
Customers can continue to reach SPEC  

by phone 418-752-5400 
 (leave a voicemail message)  

or  
by email at specs@globetrotter.net

Simon Carmichael 

LJI Journalist 

Le Soleil

GASPÉ - “This law will put 
an end once and for all to 
this chapter in the history of 
natural resources in Que-
bec,” said Jonatan Julien 
when he tabled his bill pro-
hibiting the exploration and 
exploitation of fossil fuels on 
February 2. This legisla-
tion, puts an end to a debate 
that has been raging for two 
decades in the Gaspé Penin-
sula: whether or not we 
should explore and exploit 
the oil potential of the re-
gion. 

In 2012, then mayor of 
Gaspé, François Roussy, had 
to take a position on the 
drilling of the Haldimand 4 
well, about 350 metres away 
from a residential area. Pre-
sented as a test, an endorse-
ment of the exploration of 
that location would have 
been “the opening of the 
valves” according to the 
elected official. “We had to 
weigh our decision care-
fully,” he now says.  

While the debate on shale 
gas was raging in Quebec, 

François Roussy said he was 
“open to potential oil devel-
opment, by  imposing limits 
for the protection of water 
and inhabited environ-
ments,”  since the 
Haldimand site is adjacent to 
many houses. The town ad-
ministration introduced a 
bylaw prohibiting drilling in 
certain contexts in order to 
protect water quality. 

As soon as it was 
adopted, the bylaw  was 
challenged, then invalidated, 
before the Superior Court. 
“We were unable to get help 
from the provincial govern-
ment,” he now says. It was 
ultimately Régis Labeaume, 
then mayor of Quebec, who 
helped François Roussy lead 
his cause. On the sidelines of 
a convention bringing to-
gether 40 mayors of munici-
palities located along the 
Saint Lawrence water sys-
tem, Mr. Labeaume offered 
his support on behalf of the 
group to the cause of Gaspé. 
“Then it all came crashing 
down," says François 
Roussy. 

As support accumulated, 
the debate became a 
province-wide issue. The 

larger television networks 
featured various interviews 
about the potential and the 
risks of oil development in 
the Gaspé Peninsula. 

“I remember a question 
asked during Tout le monde 
en parle (a popular show 
aired by Radio-Canada), 
where it was asked if Gaspe-
sians had the luxury of refus-
ing oil projects,” says 
François Roussy. “I was so 
insulted, so mad. Hey! It is 
not because we are suppos-
edly poor that we have to say 
yes to everything, at the risk 
of ruining our health,” fumes 
the ex-mayor. 

“My opinion crystallized 
when I thought of Forillon 
Park. I told myself that 40 
years ago (40 years before 
2012), elected officials in my 
position thought that this was 
a formidable economic proj-
ect. In the end, it will have 
been a terrible social project. 
I didn't want oil to be my Fo-
rillon,” says Mr. Roussy, 
adding that he is still very 
proud of his position H i s  
successor, the current mayor 
of Gaspé and president of the 
Union of Quebec Municipal-
ities, Daniel Côté, also had to 
get involved in the oil file. 
“We have seen everything 
and its opposite, from pro-oil 
extremists to anti-oil extrem-
ists,” says the mayor who de-
cided to stay “on the fine line 
between the two positions.” 

“The context was differ-
ent. There was pressure from 
people who hoped for real 
economic development at a 
time when the Gaspé Penin-
sula needed it,” says Mr. 
Côté who on several occa-
sions, refused to take a clear 
position “both the population 
and the elected officials were 
divided.”  

Relying on a “solid regu-
latory framework,” Mr. Côté 
and his colleagues from the 
Côte-de-Gaspé MRC finally 
backed oil exploration in 
2015 by adopting a motion 
supporting the Bourque proj-
ect. “We were counting on 
the provincial government to 
enforce its strict regulations 

for safe operation,” defended  
Daniel Côté. 

In December, Le Soleil 
and The Gaspé Spec revealed 
that exploration at Bourque 
left traces of contaminants in 
the site’s subsoil. 

Indirectly, Daniel Côté 
agrees that the environmen-
talists, although disruptive, 
have won their fight. “Over 
time, the fears raised by en-
vironmentalists have been 
understood by the popula-
tion. The social resistance 
that we saw managed to open 
our eyes. 

Another conclusion of the 
current mayor of Gaspé is 
that the Parti Québécois and 
Liberal Party governments, 
which have been hot and 
cold on oil production, 
should reflect on what hap-
pened. “They let the case 
drag on for too long. The de-
bate had become dogmatic,” 
he says. 

“Now it's settled. For the 
next 10, 20, even 30 years, 
the Gaspé Peninsula will live 
at the pace of renewable en-
ergy, not at the pace of fossil 
fuels,” he concludes. 

The end of oil exploration and exploitation in Quebec: 
François Roussy and Daniel Côté remember the last two decades 

From Haldimand to Galt, via Bourque, recurrent speculations about the region’s oil potential have marked the 

recent history of the Gaspé Peninsula. While Quebec puts a stop to  the exploitation of Quebec's oil, The Gaspé 

Spec takes a look back at 190 years of the oil saga in the region, starting with the last 20 years, characterized 

by the threat of hydraulic fracturing and a social fracture. 

189 years of oil exploration

Photo: G. Gagné

Energy and Natural Resources Minister, Jonatan Julien, tabled 
Bill 21 on oil exploration on February 2. 

The former mayor of Gaspé, François Roussy, opted against 
the development of the Haldimand 4 well in order to avoid the 
social effects of oil development close to the town’s inhabited 
areas. It could have had the same effects the creation of Foril-
lon Park triggered in the 1970s. 

Photo: G. Gagné
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Simon Carmichael 

LJI Journalist 

Le Soleil

GASPÉ - Although inti-
mately political, the debate 
on oil exploration in the 
Gaspé Peninsula has mainly 
been played out in the scope 
of public opinion. The groups 
of opponents and supporters 
waged a veritable war of in-
formation to bring their argu-
ments to the forefront. 

“We won, but it was diffi-
cult. Very difficult,” sums up 
Lise Chartrand, the 
spokesperson for the Ensem-
ble pour l’avenir durable du 
Grand Gaspé (Together for 
the Sustainable Future of the 
Greater Gaspé) movement. 

The group's main stake 
has always been the preser-
vation of water quality, 
which has been at the centre 
of the movement since the 
beginning of the Haldimand 
4 project in 2012. “We were 
not directly opposed to the 
drilling, but we were worried 
about the repercussions on 
our wells. Haldimand 4 has 
always been a water file,” 
notes Ms. Chartrand, “The 
well holes were going to be 
next to 400 private wells. It 
just didn't make sense.” 

For a long time, the group 
struggled to get the message 
out of the region. “We were 
crying out for help from the 
major environmental groups 
and we barely received any 
answers,” deplores the ac-

tivist. “We knew that if the 
drilling went ahead at 
Haldimand, we were done. It 
was going to happen every-
where then…” 

On the other side, a pro-
drilling group was forming 
and it wanted to show that 
some of the local population 
supported oil prospecting. 
This group, the Regroupe-
ment pour l’Avancement 
économique de la Gaspésie 
(Group for the economic ad-
vancement of the Gaspé 
Peninsula) was mainly made 
up of businessmen. 

“It was to react to the 
pressure groups, who were 
there to cry against every-
thing,”  says the spokesper-
son for Regroupement, 
Gaston Langlais, who admits 
that several members of the 
group were financially in-
volved in the oil companies. 

“We chose to be poor,” 
says Gaston Langlais, who 
made himself known through 
his involvement in the Action 
des patriotes Gaspésiens. He 
believes that oil would have 
been “an excellent way to 
create wealth and to no 
longer have to beg from the 
various governments.”  

“We had an emerging oil 
industry, the interest of large 
investors. We did not want to 
be led by a couple of demon-
strators,” says Mr. Langlais, 
openly qualifying the oppo-
nents as “cowards and hyp-
ocrites.” “These people have 
condemned the Gaspé Penin-

sula to poverty,” he 
protested.  
 

A quest for 

 information 

As the two sides became 
organized, a war of numbers 
began. The battle to win pub-
lic opinion reached its peak 
when the Bourque project, 
located between Mur-
dochville and Grande-Vallée, 
was presented to the elected 
officials of the Côte-de-
Gaspé MRC and, a little later, 
during the Galt project. The 
Environnement vert plus en-
vironmental group took the 
lead in order to demonstrate 
that the risks exceeded the re-
alistic benefits of the project. 
For their spokesperson, Pas-
cal Bergeron, the argument of 
the oil companies, which 
spoke in terms of number of 
jobs and millions of dollars 
of economic benefits, did not 
make sense. In addition to 
fighting a physical battle by 
participating in disruptive ac-
tions, including blocking ac-
cess to the Galt site for more 
than a year, the environmen-
talist and his group have 
often turned to legal means to 
dismantle the promises of the 
oil companies. 

“The bursts, like when we 
scrapped ministers’ press 
conferences, it was like a 
megaphone. We won the bat-
tle with a clever combination 
of disruption and tight docu-
mentation,” stresses Mr. 
Bergeron. 

“My big challenge was to 

demonstrate that the industry 
was incapable of fulfilling its 
promises of profitability,” ex-

nothing exploitable in the 
Gaspé without hydraulic 
fracturing, and everything 
that could come out would 
not pay for the cost of 
drilling anyway. We were at-
tacking the credibility of 
elected officials who brought 
up the subject, with facts and 
documents,” says Mr. Berg-
eron 

Although not entirely sat-
isfied with the recent govern-
ment's bill that will 
eventually ban hydrocarbons 
exploration and exploitation, 
Pascal Bergeron says he is 
“relieved” to know that the 
oil debate is closed and that 
we can finally move on. 

Gaston Langlais takes a 
bitter look at the end of the 
oil adventure in the penin-
sula. “It disappoints me a lot. 
We prevent the economic de-
velopment of an entire popu-
lation to please a minority,” 
he says, making a direct link 
between the demonstrators 
against the exploitation of oil 
and the convoys of truckers 

From a war of words to a war of numbers

189 years of oil exploration

Photo: Simon Carmichael 

Pro-oil activist Gaston Langlais thinks that the Gaspé Penin-
sula lost a good opportunity to bolster its economy  by  missing 
the development of the hydrocarbon cluster. 

Photo: G. Gagné

Pascal Bergeron, of Environnement vert plus, stresses that the 
battle against hydrocarbon development was won because ecol-
ogists were able to prove that it would never be profitable to ex-
ploit oil and gas in the Gaspé Peninsula. 

Photo: Simon Carmichael

There are remains of the battle for and against oil development 
in the Gaspé area, like this sign along the road leading to Fo-
rillon National Park. 

plains Mr. Bergeron. “Even 
with the data from the oil 
companies, obtained through 
access to information, I have 
never managed to find fig-
ures justifying the profitabil-
ity that we were promised,” 
adds Mr. Bergeron, who 
made more than 160 official 
requests to obtain documents. 
“Basically, we were trying to 
communicate that there is 

who blocked Ottawa for 
three weeks. “We should 
have kicked them out in the 
ass!” he declares. “But, hey, 
that doesn't mean the law that 
was introduced will never be 
overturned,” says Mr. 
Langlais, concluding that “in  
the meantime, the atmos-
phere (to militate in favour of 
oil in the Gaspé) is no longer 
there.” 
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189 years of oil exploration

The history of oil in the Gaspé Peninsula  
189 years of many downs and a few ups 

              Gilles Gagné

GASPÉ – The history of oil in 
the Gaspé Peninsula has deep 
roots, dating back at least 189 
years if we take into account 
the first documentation on the 
subject or 162 years if we 
trace back to the first drillings. 
The approximately 200 wells 
dug during that period yielded 
only minor results. 

According to historians 
Marc Desjardins and Yves 
Frenette, in the book Histoire 
de la Gaspésie, Richard Bon-
nycastle, an amateur geologist 
bearing the name of Sir, con-
firmed the existence of oil in 
the Gaspé Peninsula in 1831. 
It is probably surface seepage. 
In 1844, a “real” geologist, 
William Logan, argued that 
the petroleum deposits found 
in the valleys of the Saint John 
and York rivers are commer-
cially exploitable. 

In a pattern that will repeat 
itself until very recently, gov-
ernments directly or indirectly 
subsidized those interested in 
looking for oil. Gaspé Fishing 
and Coal Mining, Gaspé Bay 
Mining, Gaspé Petroleum 
Company, Gaspé Lead Min-
ing and International Oil were 
mainly active around Gaspé, 
from approximately 1860 and 
on. 

The first wells were drilled 
in the early 1860s from seeps 
noted earlier. About sixty 
wells were dug before 1900, 
but the results were insuffi-
cient to initiate commercial 
exploitation, although the 
English firm Petroleum Oil 
Trust Company drew an unde-
termined number of barrels 
from the 42 wells drilled be-
tween 1889 and 1903. 

At the beginning of the 
20th century, 22 other wells 
were drilled “blindly,” as it is 
mentioned in Histoire de la 
Gaspésie. On paper, in addi-
tion to William Logan in 
1844, a dozen other people in-
terested in oil studied the hy-
drocarbon potential of the 
Gaspé Peninsula, mainly 
around the town of Gaspé, be-
tween 1883 and 1943   They 
wrote  various reports, but the 
first geological study on the 
topic was only published in 
1950. 

There was a slowdown in 
activities between 1903 and 
1940. With the Second World 
War, drilling operations were 

restarted. In 1943, a well of 
2571 feet, or approximately 
770 was drilled in Galt Town-
ship. Three other wells were 
dug in the same area between 
1946 and 1948 by Gaspé Oil 
Ventures, while in 1959, As-
sociated Developments also 
drilled a few wells. 
 

The SOQUIP, Pétrolia  

and Junex years 

 
The 1973 oil crisis, a false 

shortage stemming in particu-
lar from the desire of export-
ing countries and large 
companies to raise prices, re-
launched  exploration in the 
Gaspé Peninsula under at-
tempts by a public entity, the 
Société québécoise d'initia-
tives huiles, founded in 1969. 
Exploration was carried out 
until the early 1980s and SO-
QUIP assessed the potential of 
the Gaspé Peninsula as low. 
Some experts refuted this ob-
servation and, at the end of the 
1990s, the collection of infor-
mation was relaunched. 

A firm based in Rimouski, 
Pétrolia, carried out seismic 
testing in 2005 and located oil 
in Haldimand, a section of 
Gaspé. The firm evoked  an 
optimistic scenario of 8 mil-
lion recoverable barrels. After 
drilling in early 2006, Pétrolia 
employees distributed vials of 
Haldimand 1 light oil to 
elected officials and journal-
ists. Another company, Que-
bec City based Junex, also 
began work on the Galt prop-

erty in 2005. 
In 2012, Pétrolia began 

drilling on the Bourque prop-
erty, near Murdochville. Here, 
the public company, 
Ressources Québec, was the 
main partner. Four wells were 
drilled at Bourque between 
2012 and 2017, including two 
at Bourque 1, a vertical hole at 
first, followed a few years 
later by a horizontal drilling. 

Of the $32 million spent at 
Bourque,  $21.2 million came 
from Ressources Québec. 

Pétrolia also began drilling 
on Anticosti Island at the same 
time, with other partners, in-
cluding Junex. Pétrolia drilled 
Haldimand 2 then Tar Point 1 
in the fall of 2009, at a depth 
of 2,500 metres, and contin-
ued its work there in 2010. 

In 2011, Pétrolia obtained 
permits to put Haldimand 1 
and Tar Point 1 into produc-
tion before carrying out in 
early 2012 an “injectivity” 
test, a process involving 
chemicals, at the Haldimand 1 
well. The test increased  daily 
production from 10 to 40 bar-
rels. 

Pétrolia, whose shares are 
notably held by Swiss and 
British interests, was working 
with Québénergie, a sub-
sidiary of the French company 
SCDM Énergie. These two 
partners acquired  Junex's in-
terest in the Haldimand prop-
erty for $3 million. Pétrolia 
and Québénergie were talking 
about extracting 20,000 bar-
rels a day from Haldimand, 
another optimistic scenario, 
from the 8 million barrels 
deemed recoverable. 

The exploration context 
deteriorated in June 2012 

when Pétrolia wanted to drill 
Haldimand 4, located 350 me-
tres from the nearest houses. 
Citizens demonstrated and 
feared hydraulic fracturing. 
The firm denied this rumour 
but conceded that it would 
drill horizontally. 

On December 19, 2012, 
the Town of Gaspé adopted its 
by-law on the protection of 
drinking water, thus invalidat-
ing Haldimand 4. Pétrolia, 
however, sued  the Town of 
Gaspé over the validity of the 
regulation and won in court in 
2013 against the municipality 
and ended up drilling the well. 
In September 2016, Junex 
filed an application to the 
Quebec Department of Energy 
and Natural Resources to ex-
ploit its Galt property, due to 
a successful production test at 
the Galt 4 well. 

In 2017, the Alberta firm 
Pieridae acquired Pétrolia, 
while Cuda Oil and Gas, also 
from Alberta, bought Junex in 
June 2018. In September 
2019, Cuda sold its Quebec 
assets to Gaspé Énergies, a 
subsidiary of Utica Resources, 
which wanted to obtain a li-
cence for Galt 4. That licence 
will never be issued. 

In July 2017, Philippe 
Couillard, then Quebec’s Lib-
eral party premier, announced 
the end of the oil search in An-
ticosti. 

In December 2017, Le 
Soleil, the Quebec City daily 
paper, published  a file on 
Gaspé oil in which Denis 
Lavoie, of the Geological Sur-
vey of Canada, said: “I do not 
believe that the Gaspé Penin-
sula will become the new Al-
berta. The rocks are very 
different. In Alberta, the rocks 
are younger, so they have a 
greater potential to have re-
tained the hydrocarbons.” 

In the same feature, 
Richard Langelier, a jurist 
who developed  an expertise 
in oil and gas regulations, 
feared that the Quebec gov-
ernment was  trying to recover 
some money in the Gaspé 
Peninsula through an in-
creased search for oil, after the 
failure in Anticosti. “In all the 
provinces east of Quebec and 
in Ontario, fracking has been 
banned. Quebec is part of a 
logic of oil provinces like Al-
berta, with the difference that 

François Roussy holds a vial of Haldimand oil in April 2006. 

In August 2004, Hydro-Québec started an oil drilling explo-
ration campaign a few hundred metres from the Miguasha Fos-
sil Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
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the deposits are marginal 
here.” 

On September 20, 2018, 
the Hydrocarbons Act came 
into force. It was described as 
a model by the Couillard gov-
ernment, but what followed 
proved that it is vulnerable. 

From March 1 to 3, 2021, 
Gaspé Énergie was in court 
pleading to have a decision 
overturned by Minister 
Jonatan Julien, who refused 
in October 2020 to grant a 
drilling permit for the Galt 6 
well. The trial showed  that 
Ressources Québec, a public 
entity was ready to invest an 
additional $8 million in Galt. 
On April 21, 2021, Le Soleil 
revealed  that Pieridae was 
suing the Ministry of Energy 

189 years of oil exploration
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and Natural Resources for 
$32.2 million for having 
stopped oil exploration at 
Haldimand. As of today the 
case still hasn’t been heard.  

On November 12, 2021, 
the Quebec Court ruled in 
favour of Gaspé Énergie and 
stipulated that Minister Julien 
used a regulation, article 23, 
which had not been adopted 
in a compliant manner by the 
Couillard government. The 
court also found that the min-
ister's arguments for refusing 
the permit were poorly sub-
stantiated. 

On February 2, 2022, 
Jonatan Julien tabled Bill 21 
to ban the exploration and ex-
ploitation of hydrocarbons in 
Quebec, providing $100 mil-
lion to compensate firms with 
valid permits and shut down 
wells. 

$200 million in 15 years for 19,000 barrels of oil 

GASPÉ – The sums invested 
in oil exploration in the Gaspé 
Peninsula and Anticosti Island 
between 2005 and 2020 
amount to approximately 
$200 million, all that to obtain 
a small quantity of oil: 19,000 
barrels. 

In Anticosti, more than 
$100 million was  spent for 
zero barrels  of oil. The 
amount included  $92 million 
from the Quebec government. 
The total included  a $30 mil-
lion reserve to close wells dug 
by private partners and $62 

million in compensation for 
those partners. 

Pétrolia-Pieridae also spent 
$62 million on 10 wells drilled 
in Haldimand (3), Bourque 
(4), Tar Point, Wakeham and 
Le Ber in the Gaspé Penin-
sula. The $30 million spent at 
Haldimand delivered 1,200 
barrels, more precisely at 
Haldimand 4 in 106 test days 
in 2016, for an average of 11.3 
barrels per day. In the case of 
the three Bourque wells, the 
$32 million yielded 120 litres 
of oil! 

Junex spent $32 million on 
the Galt property for 17,798 

barrels. As a result, the cost of 
a barrel extracted amounts ap-
proximately to $10,526. The 
current price per barrel is 
around $130 Canadian. Each 

barrel shows a deficit of 
$10,400! 

In addition, the financial 
arm of the government, In-
vestissement Québec, lost at 

least $9.5 million in stock 
market value in Galt, and $21 
million in Pétrolia-Pieridae 
projects, for a total of $30.5 
million.          

Services d’Impôts H & S 
H & S Tax Return Services

Obtain maximum 
 TAX SAVINGS  
by trusting your 
 tax returns to  

H & S TAX RETURN SERVICES   
For fast, accurate service at competitive rates,  

rely on over 35 years experience in tax preparation.  
FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

  Call Donna Harrison  at  418-759-5790 or Louis  
Sexton at 418-392-3485 during regular office hours.  

PLEASE NOTE: Because of major renovations at  
the Family Ties building, our office will be at the  

New  Carlisle Municipal Hall  
(138 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd) 

Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Email taxes.serviceshs@gmail.com 

 

Cont'd from page 7
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GASPÉ - The oil develop-
ment saga will have been 
“only a series of disappoint-
ments” for the Gaspé Penin-
sula, according to the Quebec 
Minister of Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, Jonatan 
Julien. “Even with social ac-
ceptability, even in the 
golden age of hydrocarbons, 
these were legends, Homeric 
stories. It still is today, but 
without acceptability.” 

If he “lets the people of 
Gaspésie take stock” of the 
passage of oil prospectors, 
the Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources is de-

lighted to be able to draw a 
line under the question. 

However, before becom-
ing premier, François Legault 
told local elected officials of 
his appetite for the hydrocar-
bons of the Gaspé Peninsula 
subsoil. “If someone claims 
that he has not changed his 
vision on energy in the last 
15 years, he is a liar,”  
stresses the minister. 

“If we want to be consis-
tent with our ambitions of 
carbon neutrality in 2050, 
from the end of selling gaso-
line vehicles in 2035, which 
is tomorrow, it must be said 
that the exploitation of hy-
drocarbons in Quebec will 
not happen,” Jonatan Julien, 
who is also the minister re-

sponsible for the region.  
To those who accuse him 

of having "abandoned the re-
gion" by legislating against 
oil exploration in the penin-
sula, the minister replies that 
recent announcements in the 
wind industry are proof to 
the contrary. “It will be 100 
times more profitable for the 
communities, both for the in-
dustrial spinoffs and for the 
municipalities and the 
MRCs, which will be able to 
diversify their income, and 
without the ecological 
risks,” he adds. 

“At every moment in his-
tory, you have to take a 
stand. Today, I feel that we 
are in the right place,”   says 
Jonatan Julien proudly 

WE ARE HIRING! 

COME BE PART OF OUR TEAM!  
The Club on the Bonaventure has an opportunity for you!  

We are in search of an outgoing leader to complete our 
dynamic team for the 2022 Atlantic Salmon Fishing Season!  

Job Opportunity:  

Manager of The Club on the Bonaventure  

Requirements: 
• Great management and leadership skills 
• Excellent customer service skills 
• Reliable, Professional and Pro-Active 
• Must be punctual and organized 
• Good interpersonal skills 
• Bilingual (French and English) 
• Must have knowledge of the Bonaventure River  

and Atlantic Salmon fly fishing  

Salary: Dependant on experience  

Type of work: Seasonal (16 to 20 weeks)  
All resumes must be submitted by February 28th, 2022.  

For more information or to submit your resume, please 
contact us by email at julia@3camps.com  

We look forward to making you part of our team!

189 years of oil exploration

“We put ourselves in the right 

place,” says Minister Julien 

Simon Carmichael 

LJI Journalist 

Le Soleil

In search of  objects on 
the life of  René Lévesque 
Nelson Sergerie, LJI 
GASPÉ - In order to mark the 100th anniversary of  the birth 
of  former journalist and Premier of  Quebec, Gaspesian René 
Lévesque, the Musée de la civilization de Québec is looking 
for objects, documents, artistic works or material memorabilia 
related to his life. 

René Lévesque was born on August 24 in 1922 in Camp-
bellton, New Brunswick.  Starting November 17, the museum 
will have an exhibit to highlight the anniversary of  his birth. 

“René Lévesque is, unquestionably, a key figure in the Que-
bec political landscape. His career, his style and his achieve-
ments are still of  great interest today and, for many, 
admiration or, at the very least, great respect,” explains the 
museum in a press release. 

The exhibit will highlight the milestones in the life that 
shaped Lévesque's personality until his death in 1987. The 
presentation will focus on the dissemination of  archival doc-
uments and significant objects. 

However, apart from his political action, very few material 
witnesses or documents associated with his childhood, his 
adolescence and his young adult life remain. 

Therefore, a call for contributions is being launched to col-
lect artifacts that can be retained to constitute the heart of  the 
exhibition. 

This call for objects involves the different periods of  the 
life of  René Lévesque, but especially that preceding 1960, in 
particular his early life and childhood in New Carlisle. 

Objects can be submitted via a form until April 14 on the 
website https://appelaobjets.mcq.org/

Representative

Robert BilodeauDream it! Build it! Live it!
CHOOSE AN HMC BUILT HOUSEFactory-built, sheltered from the weather using a methodwhich reduces costs and production time offering the highestquality standards and the best energy efficiency
IMAGINE YOUR HMC HOME A move in ready home with the decor

of your choice and designed the way you want, no hassles, no worries

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

GO FOR A
Modern and Affordable

Well designed
Quality home

1 877 666-3168
hmcmaison.com
RBQ: 8000-7883-06

You don’t have to 
miss a week of 

The Gaspé Spec.
Renew early to

guarantee continued
delivery 

of your paper.
If you are moving, 

give us your 
new address early.
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Nelson Sergerie,  

LJI Journalist

              Gilles Gagné

Catherine Cyr-Wright opposes Jérémy Laplante at Québec solidaire convention

NEW RICHMOND: – The 
Québec solidaire convention in 
the riding of Bonaventure will 
oppose the former 2018 elec-
tion candidate, Catherine Cyr-
Wright, and Jérémy Laplante 
who was in charge of her com-
munications. The convention is 
scheduled for April 23. 

Since the October 1, 2018, 
election, Catherine Cyr Wright, 
who resides in New Rich-
mond, has held the position of 
spokesperson for the local as-
sociation of Quebec solidaire 
in Bonaventure and acted as a 
representative of the Gaspé 
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-
lands region on the party’s na-
tional commission of women. 

“We are entering an elec-
tion year and I am really ex-
cited about what is to come. I 
think the solidarity movement 
has grown a lot here over the 
past four years and I am con-
vinced that we can have a 
Québec solidaire Member of 
the National Assembly in 
Bonaventure in 2022,” she 
says. 

With a background in edu-
cation, Catherine Cyr Wright 
currently works with women's 
groups and English-speaking 
and Aboriginal communities in 
the region. It is her social, fem-
inist and environmental com-
mitment that leads her to want 
to represent her fellow citizens 
in the National Assembly of 

Quebec. 
“For many years, regional 

development seems to serve 
industries and investors more 
than the local population. As a 
community worker, but also as 
a young mother, I see and live 
concretely the disastrous con-
sequences of centralization and 
investment shortage in public 
services. It leads to situations 
that are completely unsuited to 
our territory, and social in-
equalities are widening,” she 
affirms. 

Catherine Cyr Wright be-
lieves the Gaspé Peninsula 
needs a real change of direc-
tion politically mentioning that 
the PQ, Liberal Party and CAQ 
governments that have suc-
ceeded each other have aban-

doned the people who live on 
the peninsula, she says. 

“If the pandemic has taught 
us anything, it is how impor-
tant it is to reinvest in our pub-
lic networks and in the 
population. The status quo is 
no longer possible. The well-
being of all must be at the heart 
of our decisions,” she con-
cludes. 

She will face a former 
member of the constituency 
coordinating committee and 
electoral committee during the 
2018 election. Jérémy La-
plante, who is from Paspebiac. 
has been involved in Québec 
solidaire (QS) since the age of 
16. He is currently studying  to 
get a bachelor's degree in pub-
lic affairs and international re-

lations at Université Laval. 
The climate emergency will 

be his top priority and he con-
siders that it will be necessary 
to change the approach  in 
Bonaventure and seek the nec-
essary support from older gen-
erations. He wants to highlight 
the reality of the regions and 
reassure people tempted by QS 
but who still have concerns 
about the platform. 

So, he intends to insist on 
the need to reduce pollution at 
the Port-Daniel cement plant 
while demonstrating that these 
measures will not harm well-
paying jobs. He also intends to 
promote the reconstruction of 
public services, the creation of 
housing and child care spaces, 
as well as the fight against in-

equalities. 
He says his candidacy is 

motivated by the need to ex-
pand the electoral base of QS, 
essential for a party that aspires 
to govern. 

“Many people do not asso-
ciate me with the image of 
Québec solidaire and are sur-
prised to see that I am involved 
in the party. I see it as a way for 
me to recruit new members. 
Precisely, I love going door-to-
door and I want to develop our 
organization. I want to reach 
out to anyone disappointed by 
our politicians by telling them 
that their place is at QS. We are 
more realistic than what people 
think. Our ideas are ambitious. 
And with work, we can win!” 
he says. 

Launch of the multimedia component  
of Rivière-au-Renard Fishing Capital  

GASPÉ - An important step 
has just been taken in the 
Rivière-au-Renard Fishing 
Capital project with a 
$600,000 contract awarded to 
a firm called Cadabra  to ful-
fill the multimedia compo-
nent of the project. 

The municipal council au-
thorized the launch of this 
project on February 7. The 
goal of the project is to evoke 
strong emotions among spec-
tators, who will be trans-
ported on a (virtual) fishing 
trip on the high seas. 

“We will live an experi-
ence that could be like the ex-
perience that our fishermen 
have when they go to sea. An 
olfactory, visual, sound, mul-
tisensory experience. It's 
something like this that we're 
going to work on,” explains 

Mayor Daniel Côté, who 
wants what he describes as a 
high-end project to have a 
“wow” factor. 

The experience will be in-
stalled in the former Robin’s  
store and the room will be 
able to accommodate around 
fifteen people at a time. 

Cadabra has worked on 
other projects in the region, 
including the frame broadcast 
at the Birthplace of Canada 
site and the Tecktonik com-
ponent at the Percé Geopark. 

Meanwhile, the steps for 
the infrastructure component 
of the project are continuing 
as the Town of Gaspé 
launched the call for tenders 
on February 10. 

The administration had to 
restart the process because 
the lowest bidder had offered 
$7.2 million when the esti-
mate was $6 million. 

The infrastructure compo-
nent includes the redevelop-

ment of the banks and beach 
replenishment with a walk-
way to see the boats and 

water activities, but it will be 
more restrictive than initially 
planned in order to fit the 

budget. 
The site should be ready 

in 2023. 

Spectators will have the impression of being at the controls of a fishing boat. 

Photo: Courtesy of the Town of Gaspé 

Catherine Cyr-Wright ran for Québec solidaire in 2018.
Jérémy Laplante was in charge of the party’s communications 
in Bonaventure in 2018. 

Photo: Courtesy of  Jérémy Laplante

Photo: G. Gagné
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                 Diane Skinner

Reflections  

 

by 

 

Diane Skinner Flowers

February is the  
cruellest month 

April is the cruellest month, breeding lilacs out of  the  
dead land, mixing memory and desire, stirring dull roots 
 with spring rain. Winter kept us warm, covering earth  
in forgetful snow, feeding a little life with dried tubers. 

 
T. S. Eliot penned his famous and enduring poem The 

Wasteland and posited that April is the cruellest month. I 
would like to state that February can certainly rival April for 
that dubious honour. This particular February has been, for 
myself  and others, a challenging month. Just about two years 
into the pandemic, we are exhausted. It is not only the man-
dates and protocols that we have observed for these many 
months but the discord among families, friends and fellow 
Canadians.  

Now we hear of  the loosening of  mandates, proof  of  vac-
cination certificates and relaxing of  numbers of  people in 
restaurants and gyms. Do we rejoice? Forget about some of  
the criticisms and arguments about how to face the pandemic? 
Do family rifts over how to handle the virus begin to heal?   
Time will tell. 

Many family divisions over COVID became apparent as 
the last 24 months unfolded. Grandparents separated from 
their grandchildren and parents in disputes with their adult 
children make a sad and difficult time more challenging. 

Perhaps it is best to repair family differences first. After 
all, family is the foundation of  our lives. 

Family conflict is normal. What matters is how we fix it.  
It is just reality that families will experience times that are 

not fully harmonious. How we respond to those times makes 
all the difference. In some cases, your children and grand-
children are experiencing how these family rifts are dealt with 
and how they heal. Out of  these difficult times may come a 
strengthening of  the intergenerational family dynamics. 

There are many ways to repair broken family relationships 
and that may be as unique as every family is unique.  

This is an approach that can be easily adapted to a variety 
of  family situations.  

Talk about the disagreement, but be brief  and avoid in-
tense emotion. Highly emotional situations can trigger more 
problems. Briefly acknowledge that you had some differences 
about the pandemic and how to handle it. Stay positive and 
keep the goal in mind. You want to put the “bad” feelings be-
hind you and move on as a healthy and loving family unit. 
There is a saying, “If  you acknowledge the wound, that helps 
to remove the thorn.”  

Express, again briefly, that you have regret for what has 
happened to push your family apart. Simply saying, “I am 
sorry for what was said and how we had differences about the 
pandemic.” This sounds easier than it is.  Saying, “I am sorry,” 
sometimes makes adults feel weak. Not this time. It is not a 
weakness  to say that you truly regret what happened. 

If  it seems appropriate and if  it will not open up a “can of  
worms”, you can briefly explain your point of  view.      

Moving forward, and this is the goal. Express how you are 
so pleased that it is behind you and how you are looking for-
ward to the future. 

None of  this has to be formal, but it sure helps if  it is out 
in the open. As February, 2022, winds down we all look to 
better days ahead. 

It has been said that we need basically three things in life: 
someone to love, something to do and something to hope for. 
This is an opportunity for that hope and we can help that be-
come reality by fixing the relationships with the people we 
love. 

 

 February is blue

Feeling down? A little sad or 

even depressed? Blame it on 

the weather and February is 

the month when most people 

feel the effects of winter. It is 

often a down time because, 

for some, the lack of sun-

light, the challenging weather 

and reduced social interac-

tion due to the pandemic 

combine to give us feelings 

of negativity. 

If you want to beat those 

“blue” feelings, there are a 

few simple changes (or con-

tinue to…) you can add to 

your life. 

1. Eat well. Put extra effort 

into eating fruits and vegeta-

bles, make a hearty soup and 

avoid eating loads of choco-

late!  Chocolate, though it 

gives us temporary good 

feelings, comes with the post 

sugar low. Be good to your 

body. 

2. Get outside, particularly 

on a sunny day. Even if you 

sit on a bench, take in the 

fresh, crisp air. 

3. Exercise. Get up and off 

that bench! Moving around 

will improve your mental 

well-being and may give you 

an opportunity to be with 

others.   

4. Socialize. Get together 

with others whether virtually 

or in person and enjoy a cup 

of tea and a chat. 

5. Play your favourite 

music. Get up and dance to 

it. 

6. Read a great book. Enjoy 

a “fluffy’ movie, one that is 

just pure fun. Perhaps a ro-

mantic comedy and feel no 

guilt about that. 

7. Limit the social media. 

Social media is incredibly 

negative and that is not what 

you need right now. Take a 

break from Facebook and 

Twitter. Your psychological 

well-being will thank you. 

8. Add vitamin D daily. It 

comes in a variety of forms 

including tablets and drops. 

If you cannot get out and 

soak up the sun (see sugges-

tion # 2) this is an alternative.  

9. Contact an old friend and 

rekindle the friendship. If 

you make the first step, how 

great will you feel? 

10. Avoid negative people. 

Most of us have someone in 

our lives who are “energy 

suckers” or “Debbie Down-

ers” (apologies to those 

named Debbie). Limit your 

time with these people who 

bring your mood down too.   

 February is quickly wind-

ing down and by the time you 

read this it may be behind us. 

Then the countdown to the 

first official day of spring 

will be on. In the meantime, 

beat the winter blues by 

doing things that can make 

you feel more hopeful and 

positive.  

February can be dark and make you feel blue. Counter that with 
some easy life changes. 

Photo: D. Skinner

MARCH Break
Does your organization have 

exciting activities planned during 

March break?  

Don’t forget to send your  

photos and a brief account  

of the activities to  

specs@globetrotter.net

#Community Correspondents
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When you spot a fox in the 

yard you will possibly think 

how small they are. Most 

foxes weigh only six to eight 

pounds. Their habits have 

changed as they intermingle 

closer to adult habitats. The 

fox in this photo, taken just 

east of New Richmond, was 

out hunting in the day, 

though in the wild away from 

humans this young female 

would likely be a nocturnal 

hunter.  

They are quick and can 

run up to almost 50 km an 

hour!  Their stomachs are 

small so they tend to eat 

small meals throughout the 

day or night. Rodents are 

their favourite and they will 

hunt mice, squirrels and rab-

bits. Foxes have been ob-

served “playing with their 

food.” They may trap a 

mouse, play with it and then 

let it go. They will eat birds 

and if you have a chicken 

coop you may have had a 

visit from a fox searching for 

a meal. 

Foxes, members of the ca-

nine family, have excellent 

hearing and will stop to listen 

for the sounds of small ro-

dents who may even be under 

the snow. Their ears are large 

and triangular.  

A female fox may be 

called a vixen and the babies 

are termed pups or cubs. 

Foxes live in dens that may 

be in old hollow trees or un-

derground.  

Foxes have a bad reputa-

tion as sneaky but perhaps a 

better term might be stealthy. 

This characteristic makes 

them excellent hunters and 

that is critical for their sur-

vival. Foxes do not hibernate. 

The fox in the photo was 

spotted while hunting in Feb-

ruary. If the weather is par-

ticularly stormy and cold, 

they will simply remain in 

their dens.  

Are foxes a safety con-

cern? Generally, no. They are 

small and often shy. If they 

spot a human they will turn 

and run. Having said that, 

they can carry diseases such 

as rabies so never try to feed 

them. (They are equipped by 

nature to hunt their own 

food) 

 

Some fascinating 

 fox facts: 

 

Foxes have whiskers on 

their faces and legs! This 

helps them to navigate in the 

dark. 

The tip of a red fox’s tail 

is white. Other foxes may 

have a black tip on their tails.  

A group of foxes is called 

a leash or skulk. (Great trivia 

question!) 

Grey foxes can retract 

their claws, like a cat. 

Foxes are solitary, not 

pack hunters like coyotes 

who hunt in groups. 

Foxes have vertical pupils 

like cats and this helps them 

to hunt at night. 

Foxes are stinky and have 

a smell that is described as 

musky. This scent comes 

Foxes: Small, stealthy hunters
                Diane Skinner

from a gland at the base of 

their tail. 

In fairy tales and other 

stories for children, the fox 

has a bad reputation as a 

trickster. In the wildly popu-

lar children’s show Dora the 
Explorer, the character 

Swiper Fox is known as a 

thief, and thereby gets the 

name Swiper.  

The fox is an excellent 

hunter who is clever and 

stealthy. These positive char-

acteristics have given rise to 

the fox’s reputation as devi-

ous and even deceitful. 

When reading or watching 

shows about the fox with 

your child, where the fox is 

depicted as a “bad” character 

there is an opportunity to in-

form the child about how the 

fox’s habits are what help 

him to survive! 

This young female is out in the day 
and likely on the hunt for food, such as 

mice and other small rodents.  
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Do you have memories of 

coming inside after skating 

or tobogganing and having a 

warm, deliciously sweet and 

creamy hot chocolate? One 

of the highlights of a cold 

winter’s day is that mug with 

the warm, chocolatey rich-

ness and maybe even marsh-

mallows floating on top. 

Such a treat for the senses! 

You can smell the chocolate, 

feel the warmth of your mug 

and then the taste! 

Hot chocolate or hot 

cocoa, depending on how 

you prepare it, is delicious 

and easy and quick to pre-

pare.  

The first chocolate drink 

is said to have been created 

almost 3,000 years ago by 

the Mayan culture. This 

drink became popular in Eu-

rope when it was brought 

back from Mexico and 

adopted there. In those early 

days, hot chocolate was used 

to treat stomach problems. 

Not sure how effective it 

was,  hot chocolate can cer-

tainly make your tummy feel 

nice! 

Hot cocoa is made from 

cocoa powder, such as Fry’s 

made since the 1800s, and 

adding hot milk. Hot choco-

late can be made using a 

grated dark chocolate bar, 

though it is seldom  prepared 

that way now.  More common 

is the instant type hot choco-

late powder, such as Nestle’s 

Quik. It can be made with 

water, but the creaminess 

factor is much lower.  

Hot chocolate has many 

variations throughout the 

world. In Italy it is served as 

a very thick, almost  syrupy, 

beverage. In North America, 

we tend to prepare it as a wa-

terier, but still sweet drink. 

You can prepare your hot 

chocolate in a number of 

ways including the tradi-

tional cocoa, a prepared pow-

der where you just add hot 

milk or water and stir. You 

can buy hot chocolate at a 

drive-thru or sit-down restau-

rant or café, but however you 

prepare it or where you pur-

chase it, it is one of the most 

popular winter beverages 

around.  

                Diane Skinner

Hot chocolate only gets bet-

ter, and sweeter with the ad-

dition of marshmallows or 

whipped cream. Stirring the 

marshmallows thoroughly 

until they become gooey and 

melted is a tradition enjoyed 

by many, not just children.  

Hot chocolate is a comfort 

food and that is what we all 

need from time to time. 

Warm, sweet and aromatic 

fills that need just perfectly.  

THEGASPESPEC.COM

Pour some milk into a pot. Stir it ‘til it’s nice and hot. Take the chocolate – give a squeeze. Add marshmallows if you please. Wrap yourself up nice and snug. Drink hot chocolate in a mug. (Children’s rhyme sung  to Twinkle, twinkle.) 

Hot chocolate, a warming, comforting winter tradition

One of the best experiences 
of winter? Hot chocolate!



Grenier, Grenier & Grenier 
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l. 
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519 
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0 

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935
119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que. 
Tel.: (418) 392-5282 • Fax: (418) 392-6155 
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net 

 

Gaël Tremblay, notary 

Serge Barriault, notary 

FULLY 
BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc 
Notaries & legal counsel

DISTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS :
DIESEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL, DEF, GAS AND MOTOR OIL

SUBSIDIARY OF

BONAVENTURE
125, Route 132
Bonaventure QC  G0C 1E0
418 534-2777

CHANDLER
125, Route Leblanc
Pabos QC  G0C 1K0
418 689-2595

harnoisenergies.comProud to serve you!

Gagnon Claveau Law Firm 
 
Isabelle Gagnon  
Attorney and family law mediator  
Ann‐Chloé Boudreau 
Attorney 
 
418‐392‐3542 
www.gagnonclaveau.com 
info@gagnonclaveau.com 

Fully  
bilingual 

services in  
the whole 

Gaspé 
peninsula

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBER 
OF 

BILINGUAL 
SERVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Richard Ste Croix 
Denturologist 

Construction and repair of dentures. 
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé 
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525 
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling 
- Budgetary Price 
- Bilingual Service 
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc. 
418-392-9501 

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers 
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1 

Tel. (418) 368-5425 
Fax (418) 368-7290 

www.groupeohmega. com 

Electricity - Plumbing 
Automation 
Industrial computing  
Counter sales 

Going beyond and reliable since 1982
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Friendly bilingual service 

from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO

418-752-0792

suzannelandry@royallepage.ca

www.suzannelandry.ca
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Roxanne Major N.D. 

Foot Care Technician

Pro Pieds de la Baie

Service in the comfort of your own home.  
418-752-3670 

NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND 

Free advice with every visit! 

AVAILABLE TREATMENTS 

Health Checkup / Thick nails 

Nail maintenance / Corns / Calluses 

Nails with fungus or mushrooms 

Ingrown toenails / Plantar warts 

Preventive care for diabetics 

Massage on certain reflexology points 

Insurance receipts available 

Appointment only / Bilingual service 

Gift certificates are available 

To reach the anglophone  

population, advertise in  

The Gaspé Spec! 

Contact our  

Advertising Representative 

Heather Imhoff 

581-233-2062 
gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com 

 



O’REILLY: Mary Ingrouville 

April  16, 1923 - February 27, 2016 

O’REILLY: Catherine Mary 

August 19, 1952 - February 19, 2020 

When you speak of them, 
Speak not with tears, 
For thoughts of them 
Should not be sad. 
Let memories of the times 
You shared give you comfort, 
For their lives were rich 
Because of you. 
    ~ Author Unknown ~ 

So very missed and dearly loved from all your 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAUL: Gary George 

November 29, 1956 - February 27, 2012 

Ten Year Anniversary 

Ten years have passed, 
Our hearts still ache with sadness. 
The pain we felt at losing you, 
Has never gone away. 
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Announcements

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 

LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

Announcements 

Deadline: Wednesday at 4 p.m. to appear 

in following week’s issue. 

Obituary/ Wedding: $40 (picture +$5) 

for up to 300 words. If it is more, we will 

give you a quote. 

All other announcements: $30 (picture 

+$5) for up to 20 lines. If it is more, we 

will give you a quote. 
 

Items should be typed and can be  
submitted by mail or online.

HUNTINGTON-FLOWERS: Pansy 

1930 - 2020 

In loving memory of a dear mother and grand-

mother. 

More Than a Memory 

A mother and grandmother, 
Is more than a memory. 
She is a living presence. 
Your mother is always with you. 
She’s the whisper of the leaves, 
As you walk down the street, 
She’s the smell of certain foods you remember, 
Perfume that she wore, 
She’s the cool hand on your brow 
When you’re not feeling well, 
She’s your breath in the air 
On a cold winter’s day. 
She is the sound of the rain 
That lulls you to sleep, 
The colour of a rainbow, 
She is Christmas morning. 
Your mother lives inside your laughter, 
And she’s crystalized in every teardrop. 
She’s the place you come from, 
your first home. 
And she’s the map you follow 
With every step you take. 
She’s your first love, your first friend, 
Nothing on earth can separate you. 
Not time, not space, not even death. 

~Author Unknown ~ 

It has been over two years since we lost you, 

but our love remains the same. The family 

In Memory
We would give absolutely anything, 
To have you well and standing near. 
Living your life to the fullest, 
And enjoying every year. 
We speak your name with love and pride, 
We smile with tears we cannot hide. 
We will always have precious memories 
Of the days that we all shared. 
Thank you for all you did for our family. 
We were so lucky to have you in our lives. 
We never realized how hard you worked 
Until you were not here. 
We have you close within our hearts, 
And there you will remain, 
To walk with us throughout our lives, 
Until we meet again. 

We love and miss you Gary, everyday.  We will 

never forget what a caring person you were. Sadly 

missed by all your family and friends. xoxo 

UNITED 
CHURCH HOPE 

TOWN 
Sunday, February 27 

10 a.m.  

CLASSIFIED PAGE COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week 
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

GASPE:  

Gaspé Cancer Foundation 

Please be advised that the an-

nual renewal of your member-

ship card is coming due in 

March and this year you will 

receive in your civic mailbox, 

the blue renewal form to be re-

turned with your cheque of 

$12  (per person). If you 

would like to renew  before 

then, you can mail in your 

cheque to The Gaspé Cancer 

Foundation, P.O. Box 6078, 

Gaspé, G4X 2R6, or contact: 

of each month.  Next sched-

uled meeting will be March 1, 

2022 at 7 p.m. at 1 Mount 

Sorrell, New Carlisle. 

 

ROTARY CLUB  

WINNERS 

The winners for the month 

of January are: Jean-Guy 

Duguay, Luc Audet, Danny 

Dee, Julie Thériault, Perry 

Parent, Steven Cyr, Marie Ar-

senault, Chantal Deraiche, 

Natalie Valade, John Diotte, 

Jill Garaghty, Carl Larouche, 

Roger Boulay, Alexandre 

Olscamp, Christine Diotte, 

Réjean Miousse, Jean-Pierre 

Tony Patterson at 

gaspe45@hotmail.com to 

make an e-transfer. You can  

also visit our webpage at fcg-

gcf.com to renew your mem-

bership  with PayPal, or make 

a donation. Tax receipts 

mailed out for donations over 

$10. Thank you all for your 

continued support and remem-

ber your support is helping a 

cancer patient. 

 

NEW CARLISLE:  

Royal Canadian Legion  

New Carlisle Legion, Branch 

#64, will hold their general 

meetings on the first Tuesday 

COAST ROUND-UP Bujold, Jean-Claude Blan-

chard, William Budd, Chris-

tine Arsenault, Léandra 

Bernard, Manon Messier, 

Patrick Cyr, Julie Gauthier, 

Hervé Bujold, Gemma 

Cormier, Gilles Savoie, 

Jacques Cyr, Claudine Blais, 

Jean-Marc Cyr and Rémi Pa-

quet. 

The winners for the week of 

February 1 are: Vincent 

Poirier, Yvon Lévesque, Caro-

line Cyr, Philippe Mélancon 

and Raymond Lalonde. 

The winners for the week of 

February 6 are: Sylvie St-

Pierre, Gwen Coull, Karine 

Poirier, Donna Harrison, Anik 

Cyr, Pierre-Luc Cyr and Ray-

mond Lalonde. 

The winners for the week of 

February 13 are: Adrien Ar-

senault, René Babin, Monette 

Bujold, Agathe Bourdages, 

Susan Boudreau, Marie-Lyne 

Barriault and Robert McLel-

lan.
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 

A sense of adventure compels 

you to travel to a new destina-

tion, Aries. You may have some-

thing in mind or you can throw a 

dart at the map and enjoy the 

trip. 

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 

Don’t be surprised if relation-

ships seem a little more intense 

than normal, Taurus. Everyone is 

a little keyed up and the extra en-

ergy is on display in daily inter-

actions.  

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 

People could play important 

roles in your life right now, Gem-

ini. Partnerships are especially 

fortuitous. After all, two minds 

are better than one for problem-

solving.  

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, there’s much productiv-

ity this week as you find yourself 

thrust into yet another project. 

Once you sail through it, things 

will calm down.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, this week you are invited to 

enjoy yourself. Feel free to live 

life as much as you can for as 

long as you can. Plan a retreat 

with a special someone. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 

Try to be as efficient as possible to 

save time and money in the days 

ahead, Virgo. See where you can 

streamline things and find ways to 

conserve your resources. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, this may be a busy week for 

you, so take a few moments each 

morning to center yourself and 

focus your energy before you dive 

in to your list of tasks. 

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 

Money has been on your mind for 

some time, Scorpio. Figure out 

ways that you can increase your in-

come — if only temporarily. Once 

you catch up on bills, you can 

relax. 

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 

Sagittarius, you will likely be deep 

in your feelings this week, explor-

ing many different emotions. It can 

be tiring, so find some activities to 

give your brain a break. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 

Life may seem surreal this week as 

your subconscious seems to be 

guiding many of your decisions, 

Capricorn. Go with the flow for the 

time being. 

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 

It is a good idea to connect with 

your friends while you can, Aquar-

ius. You may not have an oppor-

tunity for some time, so reach out 

and make a plan to get together. 

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, certain personal goals 

may need your attention at this 

time. Rearrange your priorities for 

the next few days. 

 

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY 21 

Sophie Turner, Actress (26) 

FEBRUARY 22 

Julie Walters, Actress (72) 

FEBRUARY 23 

Emily Blunt, Actress (39) 

FEBRUARY 24 

Floyd Mayweather, Jr.,  

Athlete (45) 

FEBRUARY 25 

Jorge Soler, Athlete (30) 

FEBRUARY 26 

Michael Bolton, Singer (69) 

FEBRUARY 27 

Kate Mara, Actress (39) 

 

It’s 1, 2, 3 strikes you’re out at the old ball game! 
Softball games at the Green in New Carlisle in the past were always a draw, especially when 

the New Carlisle Royals were playing.  In the picture is Dr. Pierre Morrisette at bat for the 

Royals many years ago. 

What is this object?

One of our subscribers found this in the basement of 

their century-old house.  Does anyone know what it 

would be used for.  If you think you know,  
please drop us a line at joan.spec@globetrotter.net 

because we would like to share  
the answer with our readers 

On the lighter side...
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Register now!
cegepgim.ca/english-section

Do you watch Jeopardy? The 

popular television game show 

gives the contestants the op-

portunity to win money by 

pressing their buzzer first and 

answering the Jeopardy ques-

tions on a wide variety of top-

ics. To be a winner you need a 

vast knowledge of many dif-

ferent subjects and knowing 

and remembering trivia is a 

bonus.  

The game Trivial Pursuit 
also hits a  chord with the over 

100 million people who have 

purchased this board game 

and any of its variations. Why 

do we enjoy trivia so much? It 

is fun! Do you like to shout 

out the answers at the televi-

sion while watching Jeop-
ardy?   Have you enjoyed 

evenings playing Trivial Pur-
suit with friends and family? 

Many of us have. 

If there is ever a category 

on Jeopardy titled “The 

Gaspé” you will want to be 

ready to shout out those an-

swers. Here is some trivia 

about our beloved peninsula.  

The mountain range that 

extends on to the Gaspé Penin-

sula is the Appalachians which 

begin in Alabama and end at 

the tip of the Gaspé where it 

plunges into the sea.  

“Gaspé” is believed to be a 

rough translation of  “where 

the land ends” in  Mi’gmaq. 

The highway that encircles 

the Gaspé Peninsula is the 132. 

The large park at the eastern 

tip of the peninsula is Forillon. 

Murdochville was origi-

nally a booming copper min-

ing community. 

Miguasha is a World Her-

itage Site so designated due to 

the significant fossils found 

there. 

Jacques Cartier landed in 

Gaspé in 1534. There is evi-

dence to support the theory 

that Vikings, Italians, Basques 

and Bretons landed here be-

fore that date.  Natives had al-

ready been here for hundreds, 

even thousands, of years prior 

to this. 

Reford Gardens  in Grand-

Métis is spread over 17 

hectares and is  reputedly one 

of the world’s finest gardens.  

Percé Rock is about 375 

million years old. It is 200 me-

tres  long, 45 metres high and 

it loses about 300 tons of rock 

each year. 

Charles Robin was a mer-

chant from Jersey who set up a 

trading and fishing company 

in 1767 in Paspebiac. It was a 

cod fishing monopoly. 

Isabel is a 1968 film made 

Trivia: The pursuit of little bits of knowledge 
                Diane Skinner primarily in Shigawake by 

Paul Almond, filmmaker and 

author. His 8-part novel series 

is entitled The Alford Saga. 

The mineral gaspeite 

varies from pale green to 

apple green with bits of 

brown. It makes lovely jew-

elry! 

Mont Lyall is an agate 

mine and is open during the 

summer and early fall. 

Hazel McCallion, longtime  

mayor of Mississauga was 

born in Port Daniel, Quebec. 

René Lévesque was Pre-

mier of Quebec and advocate 

of the separatist agenda. He 

was born in Campbellton, 

New Brunswick, and grew up 

in New Carlisle. 

La Bolduc (real name 

Mary Travers) was born in 

Newport in 1894. She was 

once known as the queen of 

Canadian folk singers.    

Cora Tsouflidou was born 

in 1947 in Caplan, and is fa-

mous for starting Cora's  chain 

of breakfast restaurants. 

So, if it should happen that 

Jeopardy has the category of 

“The Gaspé” you will  be pre-

pared to feel Gaspesian pride 

and shout out the answers! 
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The wildly successful game Trivial Pursuit  was invented by Canadians (Montrealers) 
and over 100 million copies of the board game have  been purchased.  

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER 
 

MP • Gaspésie_Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine  
 

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

Grande-Rivière office Magdalen Islands office
418 385-4264 418 986-1489 

 
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office   New Richmond office

418 764-2890 581 355-0060

PROUD PARTNER IN 
YOUR CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS FOR  
MORE THAN 
45 YEARS!

BUILDINGS INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC

T  418-364-7082  / 1-844-664-7082

ENERGY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING

Business & Professional Directory
AXIO  
arpenteurs-géomètres inc.
land surveyors
151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec)  G0C 1E0

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géomètre
C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géomètre
C glag@axioag.com

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com               

axioag.com
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