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Diane Lebouthillier speaks out about the
caribou situation, seniors and EI reform

@ Nelson Sergerie
GRANDE-RIVIERE - The
federal minister for the Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-
lands, Diane Lebouthillier, en-
dorses the position of her
environment colleague, Steven
Guilbeault, who is threatening
Quebec with intervention if the
province does not take the pro-
tection of caribou more seri-
ously.

Questioned during a press
briefing on April 12 about the
federal budget tabled on April
7, Diane Lebouthillier was
clear about her support for the
approach.

In a letter to the Quebec
Minister of Wildlife, Steven
Guilbeault gave Pierre Dufour
until April 20 to provide firm
commitments on the recovery
and protection of caribou. If
that doesn’t happen, Ottawa is
threatening to use the Species
at Risk Act.

"I support Minister Guil-
beault in the interventions he
will make if intervention is re-
quired. We have a responsibil-
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Diane Lebouthillier supports federal action to save caribou.

ity to protect species at risk and
it is certainly not the caribou
(themselves) that will find so-
lutions,” says the minister..

Ottawa's intervention would
have a major impact because it
would cover some 32,000
square kilometres of Quebec's
forest.

Environment Canada would
thus take control over forest

management and any activity
on the territory covered by the
decree.

Even though caribou has
been listed on the Quebec reg-
istry of threatened species since
2005, Quebec has postponed
concrete actions to protect it.

The Legault government
has now promised a plan for
2023, which is clearly too late
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for the federal government.
According to the last count,
there would be fewer than 40
animals left in the Gaspé Penin-
sula by that point.

Ottawa's position is being
criticized by Premier Frangois
Legault who says it’s an intru-
sion by the federal government
in a matter of provincial juris-
diction.

On the budget issues them-
selves, the Member of Parlia-
ment defends her government
for having “forgotten” seniors
aged 65 to 75, a criticism that
has been made repeatedly by
the Bloc Québécois MP for
Avignon-La  Mitis-Matane-
Matapédia, Kristina Michaud.

The budget provides that
seniors aged 75 and over will
see their old age pension in-
creased by 10% starting in July.

“These are the most vulner-
able seniors, who often have
the most difficulty with their
health,” says Diane Leboutil-

lier, defending herself from cre-
ating two classes of seniors.

Expected since the first
mandate of the Trudeau gov-
ernment, the long awaited re-
form of the employment
insurance system will finally be
carried out.

“With the agreement made
with the NDP, I have the im-
pression that during the man-
date, something will be tabled
with an employment insurance
reform,” says the elected repre-
sentative.

The MP notes that the sea-
sonality of the Gaspesian econ-
omy, as in some other regions
of Eastern Canada, leads to a
higher unemployment rate, de-
spite the shortage of manpower.

The Mouvement action
chomage welcomes this recog-
nition

This last point made by the
Member of Parliament is very
welcome by the Mouvement

Cont'd on page 3 o

Bonaventure MNA supports a citizen initiative calling
for the creation of an independent Department of Wildlife

Gilles Gagné

@

CARLETON - Bonaventure
Member of the National As-
sembly, Sylvain Roy, tabled a
petition on April 11 calling for
the creation of an independent
Department of Wildlife. This
petition, which stems from a
citizens' initiative, denouncing
the unfavourable imbalance to
wildlife in the balance of power
at the Ministry of Forests,
Wildlife and Parks.

The MNA explains that the
problem is not new and that the
forest caribou file is only the
“tip of the iceberg.”

“It's something I've been
hearing for several years, as
much from the mouths of
hunters and fishermen, as from
environmental groups, that the

tween 700 and 1,500 in 1950.

forest industry receives a lot
more attention than the wildlife
sector and that we have to think

The Gaspé Peninsula caribou herd h

about the idea of creating a De-
partment of Wildlife that will
be able to defend wildlife is-

as dwindled to about 35 animals since 2019. There were be-

sues at the cabinet table,” ex-
plains Sylvain Roy.
It is for this reason that he
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did not hesitate to support the
process by filing the petition on
the site of the National Assem-
bly.

The text of the petition in-
cludes seven main points as
basic hypotheses. The first
three points mention that the
Quebec forest and the wildlife
represents a collective heritage
that must be enhanced and pro-
tected, and that there is an im-
balance  unfavourable to
wildlife in the balance of power
within the Ministry of Forests,
Wildlife and Parks. As well
certain logging operations are
extremely damaging to wildlife
habitats.

It is also specified in the pe-
tition that the Ministry of
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Nouvelle: A costly rescue not reimbursed

Gilles Gagné

@
NOUVELLE — Carleton resi-
dent, Stéphane Boudreau, has
been trying unsuccessfully for
six months to be reimbursed for
the $32,945.46 in damages
caused to his inflatable boat a
year ago. On April 10,2021, he
and his spouse, Catherine
Audet, saved the lives of two
canoeists who had previously
found refuge in a cliff crevice
after capsizing in the Miguasha
sector of Nouvelle.

A canoe had capsized with
three occupants and a dog. Two
of them were in distress and the
third had managed to reach the
accessible part of the shore.

One of the canoeists, Math-
ieu Bélanger, succumbed to hy-
pothermia at the Maria
Hospital on the evening of
April 10, but a friend, Kelly-
Ann Dickie, who also took part
in the excursion, was saved.

The efforts of Catherine
Audet and Stéphane Boudreau
that day were deemed worthy
of recognition at the end of
May 2021. They were pre-
sented with the National As-
sembly's Medal of Courage and
Bravery from the Member for
Bonaventure, Sylvain Roy. He
noted the reward was “not a
privilege but a distinction.”

The couple also received a
message of gratitude from Ser-
geant Ghislain Rouillard, from
the Sareté du Québec detach-
ment in the Avignon MRC, for
their “heroic act.” Martin Du-
four, of the Canadian Coast
Guard's search and rescue divi-
sion, noted the couple’s “un-
paralleled leadership and
courage.”

However, this heroism was
not enough to convince the
Municipality of Nouvelle to re-
imburse Stéphane Boudreau
for the damage to his inflatable
boat. On January 20, the mu-
nicipal administration of the
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Catherine Audet and Stéphane Boudreau received the Medal of
Courage and Bravery from the National Assembly in May 2021,
six weeks after the Miguasha rescue.

village of 1,700 people offered
10% of the bill which equals
$3,400 to Stéphane Boudreau.

According to Mr. Boudreau,
the total cost of the damages,
appraised by Pomerleau Ma-
rine in Riviére-du-Loup was
$42,945.46. The value of that
type of boat new is approxi-
mately $100,000.

Subtracting the $10,000 he
is prepared contribute himself,
Stéphane Boudreau's claim of
$32,945.46, represents a little
less than 1% of Nouvelle's an-
nual budget, which stands at
$3,313,755 in 2022.

Stéphane Boudreau had just
returned, along with his com-
panion Christian Boudreau to
the Carleton wharf following a
trip to sea that had begun in the
morning when the emergency

call came on his phone. They
had seen the canoeists while
they were at sea.

After returning to shore a
noticeably strong wind had
come up after that outing.

“There is no doubt that my
boat was requisitioned by the
fire chief (Pierre Beaul¢) on
duty at the Municipality of
Nouvelle, who was organizing
his team for a rescue. There
was no one else available,”
says Mr. Boudreau.

“Pierre Beaulé called me at
2:38 p.m. to tell me that people
were stranded on a rock and to
ask me if I was ready to go to
Miguasha by boat. I put the
boat back in the water, I called
Catherine, who came with me.
It was a very difficult rescue,
with a southeast wind, the boat
was being pushed towards the
rocks. There were rocks every-
where, it's usually inaccessible
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Photo: Christian Boudreau
The stranded canoeists had taken refuge in the crevice located in the cave appearing in the
centre right of the photo.

by boat but when you're at-
tempting a rescue, you do
everything you can. I knew that
my boat was going to be dam-
aged,” says Mr. Boudreau.

He and his wife quickly lo-
cated the stranded canoeists.
They were out of the water, in
the crevice of a small cliff on
the east side of Miguasha.

Their legs were out of the
water but the waves continued
to splash them. The canoeists,
however, were overcome by
the cold, as a result of being in
the water before reaching the
crevice.

A few metres above the
crevice, the first rescuers,
mainly Nouvelle firefighters,
tried to locate the individuals,
but were prevented from seeing
them because of an overhang.

Mathieu Baudoin, who was
also part of the canoe excursion
was among the rescuers. He
had been in a separate boat.

The other rescuers managed
to throw a rope to Stéphane
Boudreau so that his boat could
not move away from the bank
during the manoeuvers.

With intense effort Cather-
ine Audet managed to help
Kelly-Ann Dickie get on the
boat. The situation was more
precarious  for ~ Mathieu
Bélanger.

“The people could not

speak. The hypothermia was
advanced, enormously. Math-
ieu did not have a lifejacket,
and he was extremely weak,”
says Stéphane Boudreau,
adding that the water tempera-
ture was 2 degrees celsius that
day. Due to the wind, the out-
side temperature was not much
higher than that, despite the
sunshine.

From the rock cap located at
the top of the crevice, Mathieu
Baudoin jumped into the water
to help Stéphane Boudreau put
Mathieu Bélanger in the boat.
The boat was then able to
leave.

Upon arrival at Miguasha
wharf, the police and ambu-
lance attendants were waiting
for them.

Catherine Audet and the
castaways were taken to Maria
hospital due to hypothermia. At
that time Mr. Boudreau was
questioned by the police.

The news of the death of
Mathieu Bélanger in the
evening was a shock to every-
one involved.

Both Kelly-Ann Dickie and
Catherine Audet suffered from
post-traumatic  shock. Ms.
Audet did not return to work
for several months, only re-
turning in 2022.
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A dispute that could end up in court

Gilles Gagné

NOUVELLE — In a very short exchange with The Gaspé Spec,
the mayor of Nouvelle, Rachel Dugas, specifies that her munic-
ipality “respects its jurisdiction” by offering only $3,400 to
Stéphane Boudreau, which is 10% of his claim.

This short exchange held on April 7 was to precede an inter-
view scheduled for 1 p.m. the next day. Ms. Dugas, however, can-
celled this interview in writing at 6:14 a.m. on April 8, specifying
that she had said everything previously about the rescue of April
10, 2021.

The Gaspé Spec contacted Pierre Beaulé, chief of the fire
departments of Carleton, Nouvelle and Escuminac. He firmly
refused to grant an interview, specifying that the Municipality of
Nouvelle forbade him to speak in the file of April 10.

For understandable reasons, the survivors of April 10, 2021,
declined to comment on these events. The other Nouvelle fire-
fighters did not return calls from The Gaspé Spec or CIEU-FM,
the Carleton radio station working jointly in this report.

Stéphane Boudreau has the impression that the Municipality
of Nouvelle is pushing him to see whether he will take legal ac-
tion or not.

He claims that the question of money is far from the main
issue here, saying he would do it again if he had to. In July 2021,
he rescued five people out of the water near Heron Island, New
Brunswick, reaching the occupants of an overturned rowboat
before New Brunswick rescuers arrived .

“If we have to sue them (the Municipality of Nouvelle) to
improve the system, we will sue them. We cannot leave the sys-
tem with a lack of information. (...) Nouvelle is developing
tourist facilities to encourage people to go on the water. (...) It's
like saying: we are here to welcome you but if something happens
to you, we will leave you on your own.” He adds that one day a
person will be in distress and no one will want to help. “We will
not be proud then!” he concludes.
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A preview of what Gaspé wants to achieve in Riviere-au-Renard.

Gaspé moves forward with
revitalization of Riviere-au-Renard

@ Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - After trying to ob-
tain a better price by launch-
ing a second call for tenders,
Gaspé is going ahead with
the Riviére-au-Renard proj-
ect, Fisheries Capital, select-
ing the lowest bid of $7.2
million made by Entreprises
Allen Dumaresq of Riviére-
au-Renard.

Initial estimates
around $6 million.

The most recent tender in
March yielded a price similar
to the first tender last Sep-
tember.

In order to fit within the
budget, the Town revised the
file by modifying certain el-
ements.

Another “rationalization”
exercise was carried out and
$300,000 was still missing.

“There was thinning. We
have found different ways to
finance certain aspects of the
file. There will be discus-
sions with the financial part-
ners to see if there is not a
way to improve certain of-
fers. On our side, there may
still be a little pruning to do
to find this $300,000,” says
the mayor, Daniel Coté.

The Riviere-au-Renard
Fisheries Capital project has
been working for more than
10 years with the Corpora-
tion de développement de
Riviere-au-Renard to revital-
ize Rue du banc, the road
leading to the industrial park,
by developing a walkway,
public spaces, an observation
tower, street furniture, water
games and an interpretation
of historic and modern fish-
eries, including a multimedia
component in a historic
building acquired for the oc-
casion to promote local her-
itage.

By adding this last com-
ponent, the total investment
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for the entire project reaches
$8.2 million.

The construction site will
be launched in May and
should be completed in the
summer of 2023.

In addition to the munici-
pal contribution, this project
is made possible thanks to a
financial contribution from
Canada Economic Develop-
ment, the Quebec Ministry of
Tourism, the Ministry of Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Housing,
the Ministry of Economy and
Innovation of Quebec and the
MRC de La Cote-de-Gaspé.

The two levels of govern-
ment have injected more than
$5 million into the project.

Recently, the council
amended the loan by-law, in-
creasing it from $4 million to
$5 million.

An inconvenient
detour

The Pointe-Navarre de-
tour when the Saint-Ma-
jorique crossing is closed
continues to generate com-
plaints about the deplorable
condition of the pavement to
the Town of Gaspé.

The Town has adopted
several resolutions to ask
Quebec to move on this file.
“There are going to be minor
works between now and
when we can touch those en-
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action chomage Pabok. "This
may not be a first, but it seems
that there is official recogni-
tion. We like that," says coor-
dinator Nadia Mongeon.

The movement deplores
the fact that the consultations
are dragging on, while the
provincial grouping has al-
ready expressed its ideas four

velopes. We are still waiting
and under pressure from the
Ministry of Transport,” un-
derlines Daniel Coté.

According to the mayor,
the situation is explained by
the lack of funds from Que-
bec.

The detour is priority
number 1 in the MRC of
Cote-de-Gaspé.

Redoing the entire road
requires between $4M and
$6M.

Theft and vandalism
prevention

Surveillance cameras will
be installed in various build-
ings in the Town of Gaspé to
prevent theft and vandalism.

The mayor denies want-
ing to monitor municipal em-
ployees, pointing out that the
practice is widespread in the
private sector.

An agreement has been
reached between the Town
and the union, which respects
the law and the employees.

“Some specific places
may be better monitored on
the one hand for the safety of
employees, but also to con-
trol vandalism and theft. Not
necessarily from employees,
but from people who can
enter workplaces. These are
not major investments,”
comments Mr. Coté.

times.

"If this is not resolved be-
fore the end of the mandate, it
will mean that there is no real
desire to take action," warns
Ms. Mongeon.

Among the demands, the
movement is asking for ad-
missibility at 13-weeks for 35
weeks of benefits at 70% (of
insurable income) and recog-
nition of seasonal work.

Police report

The April 13 court appearance of Brandon Metallic, charged
with the May 15, 2021, double murder of a young man and a
little girl in Listuguj, was again a bit chaotic as he refused to
cooperate with his lawyer and abruptly ended his virtual pres-
ence by shutting down the video connection he had been of-
fered in his Louis-Philippe-Pinel Institute room. “Around
4:30 p.m., security guards left his room and he turned the
computer off. We tried to reconnect and it didn’t work. The
following morning, he was brought in a wheelchair to the
room where he was supposed to appear and he was hand-
cuffed. The security guards stayed with him. We finished the
testimony. Brandon Metallic's attorney tried to get him to tes-
tify. He didn't say a word,” explains criminal prosecutor Flo-
rence Frappier-Routhier. Based on the testimony of
psychiatrist Chantal Bouchard, Quebec Court Judge Janick
Poirier established that the accused is once more unfit to
stand trial and ordered another treatment session to make
him fit, similar to what happened in the fall of 2021. The
treatment period is valid for 60 days. Brandon Metallic will
come back to court on June 10.

Isaac Moffat-Swasson, 32, from Listuguj charged with nu-
merous counts of violent crimes, has found a new lawyer,
Mathieu Poissant, from Montreal, close to six months after
firing his previous attorney. He appeared in front of Supe-
rior Court Judge Raymond W. Pronovost on April 6 in order
to get a decision regarding his trial date but the criminal pros-
ecutor in that case, Maxime Rocheville-Paradis, informed the
tribunal that he intends to ask for a change of venue so that
the trial could be held in Montreal.

“We are not able to provide a safe trial here, considering
the gravity of the charges laid against Mr. Moffat-Swasson.
The New Carlisle prison is not made to house him,” com-
ments Maxime Rocheville-Paradis, while highlighting the fact
that the accused faces significant charges in two different
cases that warrant two trials which could last one month.

On April 30, 2019, while waiting for a first trial pertaining
to charges of a February 2019 robbery, assault, aggravated
assault and uttering death threats to a Listuguj woman, Isaac
Moffat-Swasson allegedly caused damage worth more than
$5,000 in a section of the New Catlisle jail. That section still
has not been repaired and has not housed inmates in three
years.

In reality, the damage caused in that prison section is
worth tens of thousands of dollars. Maxime Rocheville-Par-
adis recommends that the trial be held at the courthouse lo-
cated under the same roof as the Gouin Detention Centre,
where the Hell’s Angels trials were held from 2001 and on.

Isaac Moffat-Swasson will be back in court virtually on
June 8. The reasons behind the change of venue sought by
prosecutor Rocheville-Paradis should then be heard. The ac-
cused will eventually have to face a charge of attempted mur-
der, following events that took place in Montreal. An inmate
was the alleged target of that attempt.

The first two trials will be held in front of a judge and a
jury. Two weeks are scheduled for the trial tied to the Febru-
ary 2019 assault in Listuguj, the same period planned for the
trial linked to the New Catlisle prison vandalism. In that case,
Isaac Moffat-Swasson is also charged with assault with a
weapon on prison guards and intimidation. If Judge
Pronovost accepts the change of venue, all the witnesses
based in the Gaspé Peninsula would likely have to go and tes-
tify in Montreal.

The trial of Michael Hackett-Loisel, 29, from Hope Town
charged with assault against two senior citizens, was post-
poned until April 26, at the New Carlisle courthouse. He was
initially supposed to stand trial on April 13. Defence attor-
ney Richard Lavigne informed the court that he had to delay
his presence for personal reasons that were out of his control.
Incarcerated since his September 30, 2021, arrest, Michael
Hackett-Loisel will also face a charge of mischief, a charge
of breach of probation and a third charge of assault causing
bodily harm to his uncle, who intervened upon the initial as-
sault cases. Michael Hackett-Loisel must also face another
charge of breach of probation regarding an event that took
place in July 2021. He finally faces an accusation of driving
while impaired.
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COVID-19 UPDATE:
Not out of the woods yet,

@ Gilles Gagné

MARIA — The number of active COVID-19 cases
remained high in the Gaspé Peninsula and the Mag-
dalen Islands at the end of the second week of April,
at 738 on April 14, just a tad under the previous
week’s level of 767 cases on April 8.
Unfortunately, two more fatalities were regis-
tered during the second week of April, and were re-
ported on April 12 by the Public Health Board. It
brought the regional total of fatalities to 67. As of
April 14, 31 people were hospitalized in the region,
but none of them were in an intensive care unit.
The highest number of active cases per area
stood at 234 in the Bay of Chaleurs area on April

as number of cases remains high

14, again the sector with the highest incidence rate
in the region. The Rocher-Percé MRC came sec-
ond with 167 cases, followed by the Cote-de-Gaspé
MRC with 143, the Magdalen Islands with 110
cases and the Haute-Gaspésie MRC with 79. Five
cases were not geographically attributed as of April
14.

Those cases are tied to the people included in the
cross-section of the population who can receive
PCR tests. Given that about 90% of the population
doesn’t qualify for those tests, the number of active
cases must now be multiplied by ten or so in order
to evaluate the total number of citizens infected by
the coronavirus. There are consequently between
7,000 and 8,000 with the coronavirus in the Gaspé

Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands.

Meanwhile, Novavax's COVID-19 vaccine will
soon be offered in the Gaspé Peninsula by the
health authorities. It is intended for people aged 18
and over who have a contraindication to mRNA
vaccines, Moderna and Pfizer in particular, or who
refuse mRNA vaccines because they want a vac-
cine with a different composition than mRNA vac-
cines.

As this vaccine cannot be stored for very long
after it is opened, the CISSS will arrange Novavax
appointment slots to minimize dose losses. People
who would like to receive Novavax and who are el-
igible for it can make an appointment by phone at
1-877-725-2515.

Editorial secon

Gilles Gagné
Commentary

For a better
access to
the justice system

Quebec’s Minister of Justice, Simon Jolin-Barette re-
cently tabled Bill 34 at the National Assembly, a bill
with the aim of making the justice system more ac-
cessible to the public, making it affordable and some-
times free. Currently, every other citizen represents
himself or herself in court, essentially because people
cannot afford the thousands or the tens of thousands
of dollars necessary to go through an average judicial
case. Others hire a lawyer but it takes years to pay
off that bill.

Despite valuable efforts, most citizens defending
themselves can hardly do so efficiently, as judges are
constantly intervening to coach them and make sure
that the court ruling is respected. The trials are, there-
fore, longer and the whole court schedule is ham-
pered by that factor, just like that system’s
predictability.

The efficiency of the justice system could make in-
valuable gains if lawyers working for non-profit organ-
izations could not only give advice to people on the
verge of having their case heard by a tribunal, but
could also represent those people.

Bill 34 has provisions to give that right of practice
to lawyers of non-profit organizations. University level
law students could give advice as well when super-
vised. If the bill is adopted by a majority of National
Assembly members, the same right to practice would
be granted to 1,400 retired lawyers in Quebec, some-
thing they can’t do right now. Those retired lawyers
will also be in a position to deploy better efforts when
helping organizations protecting vulnerable people,
for example. Retired lawyers could accompany that
clientele to the courthouse and give advice during tri-
als.

The same reality would apply to the 11 Proximity
Justice Centres of Quebec, where legal advice could
now be given in specific cases, while currently, the
only counsel supplied must be expressed in general
terms, not related to a well-determined case.

Minimal fees could be charged for some of the
services but Minister Jolin-Barette points out that it
would generally apply to clerical costs. Money should
never be a barrier to an access to justice.

Although those measures will surely help increase
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that access, Bill 34 remains vague about the thresh-
old that must be increased to provide people with an
affordable way to reach a court case.

Currently, a person cannot have access to legal
aid if he or she earns more than $24,570 a year. In
the case of a family with two children, the upper limit
is $40,291 annually. Those thresholds can be in-
creased if citizens are ready to pay some fees that
can surpass $800.

Simon Jolin-Barette argues that the thresholds are
revised annually because they are indexed to the rate
of inflation but the pace of increase is obviously not
high enough.

In order to make Bill 34 a real game changer, the
minister must also revise the Small Claims Court
upper threshold, which is $15,000 in Quebec. Any
claim higher than that doesn’t qualify for that tribunal.
Only one province, Manitoba, has a smaller threshold
at $10,000 while Alberta’s is reaching $50,000. On-
tario and British Columbia have opted for $35,000.
The minister is reflecting on a reform in that regard
but he is not very convincing right now.

Mr. Jolin-Barette has noticed that since the begin-
ning of the COVID pandemic, the efficiency of the jus-
tice system has somewhat improved, thanks to online
testimonies. He wants to maintain that way of working
when it's beneficial.

Some law constraints prevent lawyers from
speeding up court cases. The needs to improve jus-
tice are immense and Bill 34 represents progress.

However, the problem of the justice system will re-
main, in that the legal business model will stay intact.
Lawyers are paid according to an hourly rate. That
factor comes in direct conflict with the interest of the
client. How can you convince an attorney earning
$200, $300, $400 and sometimes $1,000 per hour to
deal with the client’s case as quickly as possible?
There is no incentive to go faster!

Also, practicing law can only be carried out in a
firm, a legal body. There are 29,000 lawyers in Que-
bec and not all of them are rich. Those who do not
want to work in an articling firm can’t practice inside
courthouses. There is something quite wrong about
that particularity. The justice system would greatly
benefit from getting out of that cultural model. Why
wouldn’t lawyers practice as members of an articling
cooperative, for example?

As Bill 34 is designed right now, the Quebec Bar
and the Chamber of Notaries will supervise the sug-
gested changes.

Another potential problem lies there. The Quebec
Bar, like most other bars, is not an organization rec-
ognized for its flexibility.

In principle, the Bar must protect the public and
defend the interests of lawyers. There is an obvious
conflict of interest here. Generally, the Bar will defend
the interests of lawyers first and foremost. The Que-
bec Bar has expressed opposition to several progres-
sive elements over the years, such as the no-fault

automobile insurance law because it eliminated
many trials, despite being in the interest of the pub-
lic.

Our society must continue to make breaches in
the current business model that runs the justice sys-
tem. Allowing paralegals, those technicians trained
through three years of Cegep studies to serve the
public more frequently, would be another progressive
move. Currently, the paralegals essentially do re-
search for private articling firms. By doing so, they
are not working in the general interests of vulnerable
citizens

The Small Claims Court must not only adopt a
threshold of $35,000 or $50,000 in Quebec, some-
thing Minister Jolin-Barette has not decided yet, but
it must process cases faster. Currently, in some re-
gions, it takes two years to be heard by that tribunal.
To accelerate the process, retired judges could be
brought back to hear some cases.

The Legal Aid thresholds are ridiculous. It’s not
unheard of for people to have to sell their vehicle, if
they want their case to be taken care of by a Legal
Aid attorney! In Denmark, a family with two children
can access legal aid with a revenue that would
amount to $108,000 here.

A better mediation and arbitration process could
also lead to shortcuts that would accelerate the man-
agement of court cases. A useful precaution here
would be to make sure that we are not creating a jus-
tice system for the poor, who would opt for mediation
and arbitration due to limited financial means, and
court cases reserved for wealthy citizens.

So there is still a lot of work ahead for Minister
Jolin-Barette. Maybe it would be time for a Quebec-
wide forum about the improvements that must be ap-
plied to the justice system. The contribution of
citizens would certainly be useful.
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Quebec finally confirms Espace bleu site for the Gaspé Peninsula

Nelson Sergerie

@

PERCE - Known since last
summer, Quebec officially
confirmed on April 8 that the
Villa Frederick-James in
Percé will be part of the net-
work of Espaces bleus (Blue
spaces) that Quebec is im-
plementing throughout the
province.

The Villa Frederick-
James is the third Espace
bleu in Quebec, following
one in the Capitale-Nationale
and Abitibi-Témiscamingue.

Nearly $21 million is
being invested in the Villa
Frederick-James, which was
chosen for its emblematic ar-
chitecture, its cultural history
and the heritage value of the
landscape of the site.

The Town of Percé is also
a major tourist hub in the re-
gion, which is a major asset
in the choice of Espace
Bleu.

The announcement was
made by the Minister of Cul-
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Photos: N. Sergerie

The Frederick-James Villa is waiting to be moved to its new site.

ture, Nathalie Roy, who took
advantage of her visit to

Minister of Culture and Communications, Nathalie Roy.

Percé to observe the progress
of the relocation of the villa
from the erosion zone where
it was located.

Heritage restoration
work, basement expansion
and upgrading will then be
carried out. All of this will be
done while ensuring a per-
fect integration of the ele-
ments in the protected
landscape of the site and in
full respect of the heritage.

The building will be
moved approximately 19
metres from its current loca-
tion, ensuring its long-term
preservation. The angle and
elevation of the villa will be
preserved in order to main-
tain the views of the build-
ing.

“The new immersive ex-
perience will be primarily in

Phase 2 already in the works

Nelson Sergerie

@

PERCE - While Phase 1 of the
redevelopment of the Freder-
ick-James Villa in Percé is un-
derway, a Phase 2 is already in
the works.

Questioned on the sidelines
of the announcement regarding
phase 1, Minister Nathalie Roy
remained tight-lipped.

"T have nothing to announce
at this time. We will start by
moving the house. (...) There
will be other phases, but [ won't
get into that," said Ms. Roy.

Called upon to elaborate,
Ms. Roy mentioned some ele-
ments. "We will have to ac-

quire land for parking. There
will be other developments.
Let's put it this way: other de-
velopments."

A street to be redone

Mont-Joli Street, where the
Frederick-James Villa is lo-
cated, has been in a deplorable
state since work began on the
site.

The street is cracked in sev-
eral places, muddy, not to men-
tion numerous potholes.

The mayor, Cathy Poirier,
points out that we are in a thaw
period, which does not help
when many heavy vehicles are

driving towards the construc-
tion site.

Discussions have been un-
dertaken with the govern-
ment. "We can't leave the
street in this state, to accom-
modate such a beautiful
space. If the entrance is no
longer usable, we will have to
figure out how to solve the
problem," says the mayor.

The minister says the situa-
tion will be taken into account.
"It will be settled administra-
tively between the ministries
concerned," says Ms. Roy, who
emphasized that the Town of
Percé has nothing to worry
about.

the garden. On the existing
floors, there will be a cul-
tural studies room. We would
like to have a small café
there that serves regional
products. The second floor
will be reserved for adminis-
tration," specifies the minis-
ter.

Relief and vigilance

Worried about the fate of
the Villa, the mayor of Percé,
Cathy Poirier, is relieved.

"We wanted to keep this
postcard (image). It was im-
portant. It is a source of great
pride, a great relief to see
that there is a solution for

this building," notes the
mayor.

Jean-Marie Fallu, the
president of Patrimoine

Gaspésie, says that at the be-
ginning the project was not
on “the right track."

"The first thing to say is
that we must salute the gov-
ernment for leaving us a
legacy of the preservation of
a major element of heritage
in all regions of Quebec,"
notes Mr. Fallu who empha-
sizes that the James Villa is
an excellent choice.

However, he intends to re-
main optimistic and vigilant
about the content. Mr. Fallu
says that the existing muse-
ums already touch on the his-
tory and identity of the
Gaspé.

"At the beginning, it was
the Museum of Civilization
that arrived with overstep-
ping and asking for collabo-
rations. Now, we see that the
wind is changing and they
want to work and comple-
ment each other. The muse-
ums and interpretation
centres had the good idea of
imposing winning conditions
for their collaboration and
that shook them up," says Mr.
Fallu, who is also president
of the Musée de la Gaspésie.

According to him, the
success of Espace blue must
be done in collaboration with
existing museums in the re-
gion. "Now, having followed
the discussions, it bodes well.
The collaborative committee
is in composition and there
will be scientific committees.
I am happy that these ele-
ments can enhance the pride
of Quebecers in their her-
itage," says Mr. Fallu.

If all goes according to
plan, the villa will be in its
new location by the end of
June. The site will be open
year-round.

The region has regained
its pre-pandemic jobs

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - The Gaspé Peninsula-Magdalen Islands had more jobs
in March 2022 than it did at the very start of the pandemic. 32,900
people were employed last month, the same number as in Febru-

ary.

However, that's 1,800 mote workers than in March 2020 when
the world was beginning to see the ravages of COVID-19 on busi-

NEesseEs.

This means that the Gaspé Peninsula-Magdalen Islands has
not only recovered the jobs lost during the pandemic, but the re-
gion has made a net gain in terms of employment.

Statistics Canada notes that in March, there was a decrease of
100 full-time positions, which was entirely offset by the creation

of 100 part-time positions.

There were 300 fewer unemployed people in the region last

month compared to February, but 500 more than in the same pe-

riod last year.

The unemployment rate remained the same as February at 15.2

percent.

The rate was at 15.5 percent in March 2021.
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Reflection on regional air transport

Nelson Sergerie

@

GASPE - The upcoming Que-
bec plan will stimulate rider-
ship to promote competition
and reduce ticket prices,
while eliminating the air
transport policy.

These are the main lines of
a half-day of reflection held
virtually on March 25 during
the initiative of the Cote-de-
Gaspé Chamber of Com-
merce.

Professor Mohamed Reda
Khomsi, from the Depart-
ment of Urban and Tourism
Studies at UQAM (Université
du Québec a Montréal), pre-
sented the profile of the re-
quest for regional air
passenger transport in Que-
bec to set the stage for reflec-
tion.

The document aims to
identify and analyze needs
and to establish a trend in re-
lation to other modes of trans-
portation, while proposing
avenues for the future.

In the Gaspé Peninsula
and Magdalen Islands, the use
of air transport is primarily to
meet family or friends and
medical appointments, while
in Quebec as a whole, it is

primarily for work that peo-
ple choose to fly.

Unsurprisingly, a personal
or rental vehicle is the mode
of transport most used to
travel outside the region in a
proportion of 71%; an air-
plane is second at 17% and a
bus is only used by 4%.

The study proposed by
Professor Khomsi notes that
the main factors to stimulate
demand would be price, ac-
cess to a carrier that serves
national and international net-
works and frequency. How-
ever, what hinders the use of
air transport is the practically
absent need and the price.

The document concludes
that the stimulation of com-
petition, the tariff reduction
program, the reduction of
taxes of all kinds, but also a
real policy in terms of re-
gional air transport for the
medium- and long-term de-
velopment of the sector are
the points to be considered.

One of the suggestions
raised by Professor Khomsi is
to remove politics from the
file.

“I think we must get out of
political logic and define re-
gional air transport in the

medium and long term. Carri-
ers need predictability to be
able to invest or not for the
future,” explained the profes-
sor who adds that a floor
price and the development of
demand are also in his sug-
gestions.

The co-owner of Pascan
Aviation wants to try but the
communities must also show
openness. He gave as an ex-
ample what the company ex-
perienced in the Magdalen
Islands. “On September 30,
we arrived. On October 1, we
walked on the Greve and it
was closed up. There is noth-
ing. We must boost the vol-
ume over the entire year, but
the infrastructure has to be
there, and it has to follow,”
says Yani Gagnon, who
points out that the traffic is
there during the summer sea-
son.

One of the factors often
pointed out by the population
is the high cost of tickets.

Carriers are aware of this
but point out that they have
no control over 40% of the
ticket price. PAL Airlines
uses the example of West Jet
in the western part of the
country.

Tourism Gaspésie is pulling
out all the stops to attract tourists

Nelson Sergerie

@

MONT-JOLI - L’Extraordi-
naire. Simplement (Extraordi-
nary. Simple) is the new
slogan for the 2022 summer-
fall tourism season campaign
in the Gaspé.

Tourism Gaspésie, which
has a mandate to promote
tourism in the region, empha-
sizes that this campaign marks
the new positioning of the
Gaspé Peninsula and is the
culmination of substantial
work by the organization over
the past few months to rede-
fine the brand strategy of the
destination.

The campaign aims to fuse
all the elements that the re-
gion has to offer. “It is a
human encounter in a typical
activity and in an emblematic
Gaspesian landscape. It's not
just an activity. It’s the point
of fusion that makes the des-
tination so extraordinary,”
says Stéphanie Thibaud, Mar-
keting Director of Tourisme
Gaspésie.

$700,000 invested

Since March 16, the 2022
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“In an ad, they displayed
tickets for $1. Total ticket
price: $99. There was $98 in
fees: airport security, NAV-
CAN, etc.,” says Alain
Boudreau of the airline com-

pany.

An expected plan

Industry players have been
waiting for Quebec's plan for
regional air transport for
months.

Pascan wants Quebec to
be able to ensure the viability
of the industry, while Quebec
had quietly announced last
Tuesday that $255 million
will be available over five
years in its budget of which
$234 million must be used to
improve regional services.

“If it stimulates demand,
the fill rates will be higher.
Let's say that in the long term,
if this is the case, the carriers
will be able to do well,” says
Yani Gagnon who thinks that
the Quebec plan could be the
first step to make the cost of
the ticket more affordable.

“You shouldn't just focus
on the tourist season. It's al-
ready okay. It's the rest of the
year. Will these initiatives

Photo: Tourisme Gaspésie

8700,000 invested to attract tourism to the Gaspé Peninsula

summer-fall promotional cam-
paign has gradually started
being rolled out in Quebec. A
total of $700,000 has been in-
vested to ensure the destina-
tion's visibility until the end of
September for  Quebec’s
French and English-speaking
clientele as well as the Mar-
itime market.

The media plan includes
various formats, including
several high impact ones, on a

variety of platforms chosen
for their ability to reach the
various target clienteles.

In addition, with the con-
finement rules changing
around the world, Québec
Maritime has resumed its ac-
tivities, making it possible to
reach customers in Ontario,
Northeastern United States
and French-speaking Europe.

Reservations are going
well. “Almost half of our es-

tablishments have the same
percentage of bookings and
another 50% say they are in-
creasing,” says Ms. Thibaud.

Doing as well as 2021

In 2021, the region at-
tracted no less than 523,000
visitors from June to Septem-
ber, which was the best year in
the 20 years that Tourisme
Gaspésie has been keeping at-

over the next few years en-
sure the sustainability of air
transport? I don't have a crys-
tal ball, unfortunately,” says
the co-owner of Pascan.

In addition to the two car-
riers serving Gaspé, people
from the travel and tourism
industry, users and business
people also took part in the
discussion.

“There are a lot of myths
out there. People often com-
pare apples and oranges. This
is the kind of exercise to de-
mocratize information. It's re-
ally something that is fun to
do," says Mr. Gagnon, taking
stock following the reflection,
which he wishes to do regu-
larly.

“There is ignorance on
both sides. It is by dissecting
the business model a little
more, that together we can
understand each other better.

This does not mean that
we will accept exorbitant
prices. But at least we will be
able to better understand,”
concludes the director of the
Chamber of Commerce,
Marie-Claude Briére, who
says she was touched by the
participation rate in the activ-
ity held by Zoom.

tendance statistics.

The economic benefits
were estimated at more than
$300 million for the first time
in the region's tourism his-
tory.

A recent survey commis-
sioned from the SOM firm re-
vealed that the Gaspé
Peninsula remains among the
top destinations considered by
Quebecers for their next vaca-
tion. In addition, 94% of re-
spondents stated that they
have a positive image of this
tourist attraction.

A good winter

The winter that is ending
will also have been very good
for the tourism industry, even
if the beginning of the year
was marked by sanitary re-
strictions of the province.

The organization has not
yet completed consultations in
order to draw up an assess-
ment.

“What we’re hearing, yes,
it was a good winter season
despite the downtime. There
were people in the area. We
had a lot of snow,” notes Mr.
Thibaud.
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Volunteers come in all ages!

Encouraging youth to volunteer

@ Diane Skinner

NEW CARLISLE: Family
Ties encourages all members
to consider being volunteers,
including the youth who are
participants in groups led by
Maria Chatterton, Youth Pro-
gram Coordinator. Maria tells
SPEC that most families and
members are encouraged to
volunteer in an area of their
interest. It is a way of giving
back to the community and
actively  participating in
events.

The youth volunteers meet
as a group about every two
months, while sharing a meal
together or participating in an
activity. This is Family Ties’
way of showing their appreci-
ation to the volunteers and is
an important component of
team building. The group talks
about what is going well and
areas they wish to change or
improve on.

The youth volunteers enjoy
spending time with the partic-
ipants in activities and feel
good when the children are
glad to see them. When the
younger children see the vol-
unteers at school or out in the
community, they will greet
them by name and they say it
is the greatest feeling.

The volunteers help out
with all aspects of groups and
activities including: preparing
and serving snacks, making
suggestions, helping partici-
pants with the activities such
as arts and crafts, leading
games, sharing observations,
encouraging participation and
assisting with cleanup. Maria
notes that in the beginning the
volunteers will follow her lead
but after a while they pitch
right in and get involved. They
will often arrive a little early
to be of assistance.

Volunteering helps to de-

velop leadership skills. Maria
states, “They are learning the
importance of and how to
communicate effectively with
others, how to support and en-
courage, how to problem
solve, how to be more patient,
empathic and understanding.
They are learning how they
can positively impact others,
make a difference and give
back to their community. They
are meeting new people and
learning to work as a team by
sharing ideas and respecting
the opinions of others. I have
seen that their level of confi-
dence in themselves is in-
creasing as they are willing to
take the lead in certain activi-
ties, make suggestions, share
their ideas and opinions, try
new things and be more ad-
venturous.”

Family Ties promotes and
values volunteerism for all
ages. Adult volunteers help
out with community events
and activities such as Family
Literacy Day, AGM, Christ-
mas Dinner, pizza deliveries,
Annual Corn Boil and Family
Day at the Chalet just to name
a few.

Maria leads a number of
groups which include: Culture
Club for boys and girls aged
5-8, Firecrackers for girls
aged 9-12, BUDS for boys
aged 9-12, GRL-PRW for
girls in grade 7-8, Girls Group
for girls in grade 9-11 and
BUDS 2.0 for boys aged 13+.
This year she has five youth
volunteers: Madison Flowers,
Keysha Walker-Skeene,
Tamisha Bujold, Chase Reid
and Bryan Huard. Family Ties
also partners with New
Carlisle High School to offer
a Youth Volunteer Training
Program for grade 7 students
to introduce them to the idea
of volunteering and develop
volunteer skills.

VOLUNTEER

2

Volunteers are recognized
during Volunteer Week with a
free membership and a little
token of appreciation. At Fam-
ily Ties” AGM (Annual Gen-
eral Meeting) both an adult
and youth volunteer receive
special recognition for having
gone “above and beyond.”

Maria Chatterton proudly
states, “This group of volun-
teers is amazing. They are re-
sponsible and dedicated and I
know Family Ties and the kids
can depend on them. They are
caring, funny, and energetic

and treat each participant with

kindness and respect. They are
always smiling, have a posi-
tive “we can do anything” at-
titude creating a wonderful
atmosphere for everyone. I
don’t know what I would do
without them!”

Family Ties volunteer Keysha Walker-
participants Sofia Leberre
ton (right).

iy |
.....
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(left) and Stephanie Hunting-
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An economic revitalization for Chandler

@ Nelson Sergerie T the bill now stands at $273,454.
CHANDLER - The Town of | s 5 e Major junior hockey?
Chandler's intention to divest == - T e T o =
itself of surplus buildings and  [§¢ A1/ 4 < iy o L/ | i i SR 3 % Two Quebec Major Junior
land could signal an economic Hockey League exhibition
revitalization for the commu- games between the Rimouski
nity. : g Oceanic and the Blainville-

At the April 4 Town Council J-_:_#% ' %A Boisbriand Armada could take
meeting, several councillors % & ‘ place at the end of the summer.
commented on this possibility, |z ; : T ol 5 Local promoters want to con-
mentioning all kinds of proj- s vince the municipal leaders to
ects. - ' accept the proposal.

Mayor Gilles Daraiche # : W = Gilles Daraiche is enthusi-
spoke in particular about the | AN =R s Zg’o astic about the idea. "Hockey
creation of small businesses ' - = R : -~ 5 has always been strong in
that could diversify the services ) : S - z Chandler. People eat it up. We
offered in the town. s An economic revitalization is blowing through Chandler g ., O § can't have an arena with noth-

The mayor wants to facili- . e s S — * ing in it. We have a great facil-

tate this development. "There
are people who are interested
in taking over certain buildings
and making them a success.
It's something that we're
nonetheless going to keep an
eye on regarding direction of
these buildings," says Mr.
Daraiche.

According to Mr. Daraiche,
the interest shown for some
time by promoters would be
linked to the calm that has re-
turned to the town council. "We
are working together. Projects
that start in Pabos extend to
Pabos Mills. That's why people
want to help each other and
work together. It's amazing. It
doesn't get any better than this,"
says the mayor.

Investment in equipment

Chandler plans to invest
$750,000 to upgrade and ac-

quire public works equipment.
Noting the complaints made by
the population regarding the
quality of the snow removal of
the Town's streets, especially
since February, the mayor ad-
mits that the winter was diffi-
cult.

"The Town of Chandler is a
large town. We only have one
(snow) blower. It is clearly in-
sufficient to maintain properly.
We can do it but in a long time
frame. If we want to have a
short delay, we need more
equipment to better serve the
population," says the mayor.

The Langlois
saga continues

The saga opposing former
Mayor Louisette Langlois and
the Town concerning the bills
for her defence before the Que-
bec Municipal Commission,

e

Winners of the “A” finals.

where she was suspended for
180 days between January and
July 2021 for 20 breaches of
the Code of Ethics for elected
officials continues.

The council authorized the
payment of $5,954 to
Morency, a lawyer, to prepare
the case seeking to claim
$230,411 for her legal battle.

In a motion filed in January,
the Town alleges that the for-
mer mayor has engaged in mul-
tiple proceedings, some of
which were unnecessary, un-
founded and truncated in light
of the evidence presented be-
fore the Commission, Superior
Court and Court of Appeal in
an attempt to overturn the sanc-
tion.

"We would not have wanted
to go there, but in this situation,
we have no choice but to face
the fact that we also have
rights. It's the public's money.

Photo: Allyson Hocquard

Curling for a cause

Joan Inthoff, Commmunity Correspondent
The Linda Lemore-Brown Foundation held its curling bonspiel fundraiser on the weekend of
March 18, 19 and 20, 2022, with a total of 11 teams participating. The fundraiser was success-
ful, earning over $5,000 for the Foundation. The winners of the “A” was the team of Denis Babin,
Jean-Marc Chouinard, Pauline Lebrasseur, Dorine Lebrasseur and Magella Chouinard. “B” finals
winners were Jean Delarosbil, Steven Castilloux, Stéphane Duchesneau and Mario Horth. Win-
ners of the “C” were Brent Hocquard, Malcolm Mason and Dominic Bélanger and “D” winners

were Kylie Bourdages, Samantha Grey, Jennifer Bujold and Jessica Main-Denis.
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ity and we need to furnish it
with sports activities. It is our
mandate to revive it,” says the

It's our job to challenge it and
to take action," says Mr.
Daraiche.

The Town's attorneys senta mayor.
formal notice to Ms. Langlois, Last fall, the Océanic
who has not responded. played an exhibition game in
A hearing date has been set Bonaventure  against  the

for late summer. The total of Acadie-Bathurst Titan.

Musée de la Gaspésie no longer

plans to house Forillon artifacts

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - Four years after contemplating the idea of housing
the artifacts relating to Forillon's expropriation, the Musée
de la Gaspésie is taking a step back and putting the project on
hold.

In 2018, the museum made the suggestion, which had
been well received by Parks Canada, to the point where a let-
ter of intent had been received to transfer the 1971 expro-
priation collection to Musée de la Gaspésie.

In addition, the document pointed out that Ottawa was
prepared to add some of the Gaspé objects acquired in the
1980s.

To do so, the museum had to build a new wing, a condi-
tion put on the table in order to preserve the pieces in opti-
mal conditions.

The project would have required an investment of $5 mil-
lion for the Gaspesian museum.

“There was the pandemic that put many projects that the
museum wanted to develop on pause, but it allowed others to
arrive and be launched. In this case, this huge project was put
into a strategic planning process last December," says Martin
Roussy, the museum's director.

Once that analysis was completed, the project was put on
hold. "The immediate plans for the development of the mu-
seum on the territory and with the clientele do not include
the expansion of the museum in the short term," adds Mr.
Roussy.

Parks Canada always ready to collaborate

Parks Canada had been informed of the turn of events
and said by email that they will continue to ensure the con-
servation of the collection of objects.

The artifacts are currently in Parks Canada's collection
storage facilities in Gatineau and Quebec City, and in an en-
vironmentally controlled facility in Riviere-au-Renard.

Parks Canada is open to working with an organization that
has the capacity to preserve the artifact collection in a loca-
tion with ideal storage conditions.

"There may be something else that will come out of this
so that we can have a significant return of artifacts to the
Gaspé," Mr. Roussy hopes.

As for the strategic plan of the Musée de la Gaspésie, the
management intends to outline the document in the coming
weeks.



Private sector wants to revive the
Riviere-au-Renard-North Shore ferry service

Nelson Sergerie

@
GASPE - After years of trying
to convince the Quebec gov-
ernment of the usefulness of a
ferry between Riviére-au-Re-
nard, Anticosti Island and
Havre-Saint-Pierre, the Town
of Gaspé is giving way to pri-
vate enterprise.

It was the owners of the
Havre-Saint-Pierre wharf - a
private entity - who made the
request to the Town, explains
Mayor Daniel Coté.

“We were recently con-
tacted by the private port of
Havre-Saint-Pierre to see if we
were ready to give them the file.
They said to themselves that the
policy has gone a long way and
there is still no maritime link.
Do you mind if the private sec-
tor tries? We say no. The end
justifies the means,” says the
mayor.

A resolution was adopted-
support, if needed, the private
developers interested in reviv-
ing the file.

We'll see where it takes us,”
says Daniel Coté, who adds that
public attempts have failed. The
project is officially on ice at the
government level and the Port
of Havre-Saint-Pierre wants to
move it forward. It's their turn.
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The Nordik Passeur was formerly called Confederation and was linking Prince Edward Island
and New Brunswick before being bought in 1993 by Groupe Desgagnés.

According to Mr. Coté,
there are many reasons to jus-
tify the file not moving at the
political level.

“When the Société des tra-
versiers du Québec (STQ) was
involved, we believed in it. But
through that, on the side of the
STQ, they were caught with the
file of the F.-A. Gauthier in
Matane. With this file, they said
to themselves ‘Why put another
ferry on our back?’” analyzes
the mayor.

The failure of the ferry serv-
ice between Riviere-au-Renard

SYLVAIN ROY:
o Cont'd from the cover

Forests, Wildlife and Parks has
shown its inability to ade-
quately protect wildlife, as
demonstrated by the forest cari-
bou and white-tailed deer files,
that the wildlife sector in Que-
bec is not recognized by the
government as an economic ac-
tivity and that studies on the
spinoffs of the sector are often
likely to devalue it.

The next to last argument of
the petition underlines the facts
that hunters and anglers in
Quebec, more than 1.3 million
people, monitor wildlife re-
sources, manage the forest and
even propose regulatory
changes to protect wildlife in
Quebec. Lastly, the document
acknowledges that the protec-
tion of both the forest and
wildlife stems from a fragile
balance that is difficult to pre-
serve and that the development
of our wildlife heritage will
have a significant impact on the
protection of the environment.

For all those reasons, people
who sign the petition ask the
Government of Quebec to cre-
ate a wildlife department with
a minister in charge who will

have the mandate to defend the
interests of the Quebec wildlife
sector and that this department
has all the resources to allow
the wildlife sector to prosper,
become more democratic and
independent.

According to an estimate
made by the Department of
Forests, Wildlife and Parks
over the years, there were be-
tween 700 and 1,500 caribou
in the Gaspé Peninsula in 1950,
and 223 in 1983, the year the
aerial assessment was imple-
mented. By 2003, the number
of caribou had dwindled to
131, and it rose to 189 four
years later, in 2007.

Since then, the fall has been
constant, as the number went
from 104 animals in 2013 to 75
in 2017 and to 40 in 2019. The
last assessment, in 2021, gave
a result of about 35 caribou.

Most observers deplore the
fact that the Quebec govern-
ment has put together a salvage
plan to protect and favour the
repopulation of the caribou in
the Gaspé Peninsula, a plan that
is not enforced yet.

online petition:
https://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/ex
press-your-opinion/petition/Pe-
tition-9603/index.html.

and the North Shore in the mid-
1990s has also tainted the situ-
ation. “We live with the aborted
attempt between 1994 and 1996
where there was this maritime
link that worked the first two
years, but in the third, it
crashed. There is this issue be-
hind us,” says Mayor Coté.

The elected official wants it
to happen and will let the de-
velopers work.

Relaunched in 2014

It was in 2014 that the ferry

RESCUE:
o Cont'd from page 2

The aftermath of the
tragedy

Since Stéphane Boudreau’s
boat was damaged and he had
inquired about reimbursement
for the repairs after receiving
reassuring verbal messages
from the fire department of
Nouvelle to the effect that it
was normal that he be compen-
sated, he had his boat appraised
at the beginning of the summer
of 2021.

Since he decided to pay a
portion of $10,000 as a “per-
sonal contribution to the res-
cue,” he sent a bill for
$32,945.46 to the Municipality
of Nouvelle in the fall.

Laws and regulations justify
Stéphane Boudreau's approach.
The Fire Act, in articles 40 and
42, stipulates that a citizen en-
gaging his equipment in a res-
cue operation must be

project between the two shores
returned to the table.

One of the arguments used
at the time was to create a
tourist loop in Quebec.

An opportunity study com-
missioned by Gaspé, Anticosti
and Havre-Saint-Pierre showed
a possibility that had to be con-
firmed by a feasibility study.

The Couillard government
had commissioned this study,
published in April 2019, which
concluded that such a crossing
with a used ship would have
generated an operating deficit

compensated if this equipment
is damaged during the inter-
vention. The fact that his serv-
ices were requisitioned by the
fire chief adds a favourable ar-
gument to his case.

In addition, the Good
Samaritan law provides for
compensation of $1,000 for this
type of action. The Quebec De-
partment of Justice has a decree
that can lead to a $5,000 pay-
ment per rescuer whose equip-
ment has sustained damage
during an operation. Stéphane
Boudreau is the sole owner of
the boat, so he would be the
only person to get $5,000.

When Stéphane Boudreau
sent his claim to the Munici-
pality of Nouvelle, the admin-
istration refused to pay.

“At the end of November,
there was hope, with a new
mayor, a new director general.
That changed everything in De-
cember-January. According to
the council, it is up to the Coast

of $7.5 million for the years
2025-2030, a bill that would
have climbed to $12.9 million
with a new ship.

Infrastructure costs with a
new vessel were estimated at
$136 million, including the
ship acquisition, a cost esti-
mated at $44 million with a
used vessel.

Infrastructure ~ improve-
ments were estimated at $5
million in Riviére-au-Renard,
$4.3 million in Havre-Saint-
Pierre and $6 million in Port-
Menier.

The potential number of
clients was estimated at nearly
33,000 on an annual basis for
the period 2025-2030.

At one point, it had even
been mentioned to use the
Apollo ship that the STQ had
purchased as a replacement for
the Matane-North Shore cross-
ing in February 2019.

At that time, the F.-A. Gau-
thier had propulsion problems
and was in dry dock.

The Apollo had been with-
drawn from service some 20
days after its commissioning
following various incidents.

The Transportation Safety
Board questioned its ability to
navigate the St. Lawrence
River.

Guard to pay, because the res-
cue took place in waters
under Canadian jurisdiction,”
says Mr. Boudreau.

Yet he is categorical: “The
people in distress were above
the point of high tide. They
were being hit by the waves.”
This high tide point is gener-
ally considered the limit of
federal jurisdiction.

Mr. Boudreau wonders if
it is because there’s a percep-
tion that the rescue took place
in the water. He is worried
about the consequences that
such perception could have
on future rescue operations.

His boat insurance is of no
help at this time. “I am in-
sured for yachting, but not for
rescues.” In addition, since he
was not a member of the
Canadian Coast Guard Auxil-
iary service in April 2021, this
organization cannot reim-
burse him. He is now a mem-
ber.

You don't have to miss a week of

The Gaspe Spec.

Renew early to guarantee continued delivery
of your paper.
If you are moving, give us your new address early.
Our labels are printed in advance
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Business Professional

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

Gagnon Claveau Law
Firm

Isabelle Gaghon

Attorney and family law mediator

Tremblay & Barriault, notaires inc
Notaries & legal counsel

NOTAIRES

Jules Grenier, b.a.lll. Full ; Gaél Tremblav. notar
N ’ il gZ -/ | Ann-Chloé Boudreau Serde Barriau‘ft ty
notar
services in | Attorney g ’ y
96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519 the whole 418-392-3542
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 120 G‘?Spe ) -35 119B Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Que. FULLY
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 * Fax (418) 752-6935 peninsula | Www.gagnonclaveau.com Tel.: (418) 392-5282 - Fax: (418) 392-6155 BILINGUAL
info@gagnonclaveau.com E-mail: gaeltremblay @notarius.net SERVICE
[ (1((nnrn—
I . L o c a I ROYAL LEPAGE
[ ([
TECHNOCENTRE VILLAGE

Qur services :
Support | Training | Tools

TIC

Leading the region’'s digital transformation

ITC Technocentre Gaspésie-Magdalen Islands
163, Commerciale Street West, office 101
Chandler (Qc) GOC 1KO
technocentre-tic.com

-*

H Forage Moreau Inc.
ol 418-392-9501
Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
Il - Bilingual Service
I - RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

Advertising
That Maker the Cut

Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca

¢} Friendly bilingual service
‘ from Matapedia to Port Daniel

19 years experience

By Appointment

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

@) OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable sit

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2MA1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

T
To reach the anglophone
population, advertise in
The Gaspé Spec!
Contact our

Advertising Representative
Heather Imhoff
581-233-2062

gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com

%xanne

Service in the comfort of your own home.

418-752-3670
NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!

Pro Pieds de la “faie

Migjor NV.D.
Hoot Cure Cechrucian

AVAILABLE TREATMENTS
Health Checkup / Thick nails
Nail maintenance / Corns / Calluses
Nails with fungus or mushrooms
Ingrown toenails / Plantar warts
Preventive care for diabetics
Massage on certain reflexology points
Insurance receipts available
Appointment only / Bilingual service
Gift certificates are available

ASSOCIATION DES
NATUROTHERAPEUTES
DU QUEBEC

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

CLINIQUE D’OPTOMETRIE
10000000«

"I’EMERILLONI

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East  418-689-5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553

=  BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Les

) Pétroles

C. Poirier inc.
SUBSIDIARY OF

M Harnois

Energies

BONAVENTURE

125, Route 132
Bonaventure QC GOC1EO
418 534-2777

Puoud te sewe you(

CHANDLER

125, Route Leblanc
Pabos QC GOC 1KO
418 689-2595

DISTRIBUTORS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS:
DIESEL, FURNACE OIL, STOVE OIL, DEF, GAS AND MOTOR OIL

harnoisenergies.com
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Announcements

,  Obituaries

¥

SCOTT: Paul George
March 29, 1932 - April 6, 2022

Family, relatives and friends were saddened to
hear of the passing of our dear brother, Paul, at the
CHSLD in New Carlisle on April 6, 2022, at the
age of 90.

He was an active and energetic man who
worked for the Canadian National Railway for
many years before retiring. He enjoyed the out-
doors especially working in the woods. He was
always ready to lend a hand for all types of tasks.

He was an elder of the United Church where
he was very active for cemetery maintenance. He
kept the church ready for Sunday services and
other events.

He will always be remembered as a good man,
considerate and meticulous. He was a dear friend
who impacted the lives of many. He is sadly
missed and will always be in our thoughts and
memories.

He is part of a large family and is survived by
his brother, Gerald; sisters, Mary, Ethel and Mar-
jorie; and many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank the health care
workers at the CHSLD for their professional care
and compassion. Thanks also for all the messages
of condolence.

The burial will be held in the summer at the
United Church Cemetery, New Carlisle East.

SUDDARD: Shawn Stanley
May 15, 1975 — February 14, 2022

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the
sudden passing of Shawn Suddard in his apart-
ment on February 14, 2022. He is survived by his
loving parents Carol and Stanley Suddard. Shawn
will be greatly missed and fondly remembered by
his aunts, uncles, cousins and long time friends.
He will also be missed by his landlords Maureen
and Kevin who were his family also.

Shawn was born in Gaspé, Quebec. He moved
to Ajax and Pickering in Ontario where he worked
for more than twenty-five years.

A celebration of Shawn'’s life and burial of his

ashes will be in Gaspé early this summer. An exact
date will be announced at a later date. Donations
in Shawn’s memory would be appreciated by the
Heart and Stroke Foundation.

In Memory

ASSELIN: Anthony
January 28, 1926 - April 10, 2002
ASSELIN: Kevin
January 28, 1953 - April 19, 1983
Deep in my broken heart lies a picture
Of my father and brother laid to rest
In memory’s frame I shall always keep it
Because they were the very best.

Sadly missed by Marlee and Boyd.

LANGLOIS: Leonard
In loving memory of a loving husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather, who passed
away March 10, 1998.
You were someone very loving
And special who can never be replaced.
Your memory will always be with us.
Time cannot steal our memories,
We carry them deep within our hearts,
Or take away the happy loving years
Of when we were all together.
We will always love you and miss you.
Lovingly remembered, Iona and all your fam-

ily.

Announcements
Deadline: Wednesday at 4 p.m.
to appear in the following week’s issue.
Obituary / Wedding: $40 (picture +$5)
for up to 300 words.

If it is more, we will give you a quote.
All other Announcments: $30 (picture
+$5) for up to 20 lines.

If it is more, we will give you a quote.

Items must be typed and can be
submitted by mail or online.

ROBERTS: Earl

Dad: April 6, 2000

ROBERTS: Beatrice

Mum: February 16, 2003
In loving memory of both Mum and Dad and

our loving grandparents.

You were both parents

And grandparents whom we always loved.

You both guided our paths

And helped us along.

You both were someone

On whom my family

And myself could always depend on.
Love you both, Iona and family.

The New Carlisle
Funeral Association
extends sympathy to the family
of Paul Scott.

CLASSIC

MEMORIALS

Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

Start your Mother’s Day

shopping early

Surprise her with a special gift that will IQst all year!l_:%

Name:

A

Address:

Your gift Message:

1 year: Canada $46 [ |

Name:

6 months: $25 | |

Address:

Your gift Message:

1 year: Canada $46 [ |

6 months: $25 | |

Mail your form along with your
cheque or money order to:
The Gaspé Spec - 208-B Gérard D. Levesque,

New Carlisle, Quebec, GOC 1Z0
Call with your credit card at 418-752-5400 or

order online at: thegaspespec.com
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COAST ROUND-UP

PORT DANIEL:

Mother's Day Bingo
Join us for a fun evening on
Friday, May 13, at 7 p.m. at
the Three Star Golden Age
Club in Port Daniel. $10 for
one series and $20 for three
series. Canteen available.

NEW CARLISLE:

Funeral Association
The Annual General Meeting
of the New Carlisle Funeral
Association will be held on
Thursday, May 12, at 4
p.m. at the Town Hall
Everyone is welcome.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Break-
ing of Bread for believers and
2 p.m. Gospel meeting.
Wednesdays: 2 p.m. Ladies'
Bible Study.

Thursdays: 6:30 p.m. Prayer

Meeting and Bible Study.
Everyone welcome, in person
and on Zoom. For more infor-
mation: 418-752-3372 or
418-752-6011.

NEW CARLISLE:

Royal Canadian
Legion Branch #64
General meetings will take
place on the first Tuesday of
each month. Next scheduled
meeting will be May 3, at 7
p.m. at 1 Mount Sorrel, New

Carlisle.

Fridays: Darts at 7 p.m.
New members are welcome.
$5 to play. Bar opens at 6
p.m.

Saturdays: Open at 1 p.m.
Everyone welcome.

April 23: shuffleboard tour-
nament at 12:30 p.m, $20
registration.

April 30: Karaoke night at 8
p.m.

May 7: Mother’s Day Lobster
supper 5 p.m. Members: $25,
non-members: $30. Only 50

Easter Quiz Answers

1. Pysanka

2. Rebirth

3. Jelly beans

4. 75% of people eat the ears first.

5. Halloween!

6. The resurrection of Christ

7. By giving up something
such as chocolate!

8. Germany

9. The white lily

10. 70%

*

HeReSCOPES S

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, now is a great time to
try your hand at a new creative
pursuit. You may be surprised
at the results. Encourage oth-
ers to join and embrace a col-
laborative effort.

TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, this is the ideal week
to get outdoors more. The
great outdoors can be a medic-
inal, so take advantage of any
opportunity to bask in the fresh
air.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, it is easy to get frus-
trated with a close friend or ro-
mantic partner who is less
ambitious than you. Try to be
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patient, as each person moves
at their own pace.

CANCER — Jun 22/Jul 22

Try to get some group activi-
ties together this week, Cancer.
This can be valuable if it has
been some time since you so-
cialized. Enjoy the change of
pace.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if you have been lacking
a regular exercise regimen,
this could be the week to make
some changes. Participate in
an organized sport if heading
to the gym isn’t your thing.
VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22

It’s a good time to put your
ambition into action, Virgo.
You're likely to be full of en-
ergy and you have had plenty

tickets available for sale. Call
Fay 418-752-9158 or Mary
418-752-2845 for tickets.
May 14: Poker Tournament
$35 registration at 12:30 p.m.
May 21: Dart Tournament
$10 registration at 1 p.m.
May 28: Ladies night with a
D.J. $5 entry

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Interested in
meditation?

Scientifically proven benefits

of a meditation practice in-

clude: Relaxation, better
sleep; deeper connections,
improved emotional well-
being. Two experienced prac-

titioners, Ann Kelly and
Cynthia Dow, invite you to ex-
plore:

Mindful walking: Satur-
day, May 7, Hope Town Trail
(near the Hopetown Park) at
10 a.m. Itis important to reg-
ister so we can follow COVID
regulations. For more infor-
mation and to register: cyn-

thiadow @me.com.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50 Plus Club
Tuesdays: Grocery Bingo
every Tuesday night begin-

ning at 7 p.m.

May 8: Mother’s Day brunch
from 9 a.m. to 12 (noon),
$15 per adult and $10 for
children under 12.

May 28: Spring Bingo at 1
p.m. $10/3 cards and $1 for
each additional card.

June 19: Father’s Day
Brunch from 9 a.m. to 12
(noon), $15 per adult and
$10 for children under 12.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

The book room is once again
open on Wednesday after-
noons from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
A large selection of books is
on hand. For more informa-
tion, please contact Kathleen
at 418-392-4896.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS:
The winners for the week
of April 3 are: Darryl Beebe,
Lucie Duguay, Jewell-Allen
Roy, Antoinette Bélanger, Es-
ther Bujold, Jean-David
Leblanc and Gérard Porlier.

UNITED CHURCH
NEW RICHMOND
Sunday, April 24

10 a.m. Service

UNITED CHURCH
HOPE TOWN
Sunday, April 24

10 a.m. Service

ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA

Sunday April 24
NEW CARLISLE

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
PORT DANIEL
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist

PARISH OF
GASPE

Sunday, April 24
9:30 a.m. St. Paul’s - Gaspé

G i ORD SEARG o
G HY VG E WRZ Z AASSUDNSAUEB
N I WANUPAGRY AWTWVS O0TIILOR AERATION
I RALTIVLRRVYDZSGMSSGFUZPI COMPOST
D RDSNUMHTWGBAGRTETIRTIDTGA ANMNUHT CONTROL
EIWMTINMLIBMHYSDPETFOYNLVHW CRABCRASS
E G Z VA O O0OFY T M Z S EE A S E UR Z ENRICHMENT
S AP ARETITITEAUMWTINTILTPYUPZP A FERTélF-tE-;TIDN
ETRIULTFJSTWVEWUTEUYNTILUHHR
RIUWGSMPEAMGVYVRTEA AUVALUVE R
Z 0 NCF OOTUDSUVY ZEWYU RIRMHNSTC HOSE
M NI RMPLURRALTIVF FNDUTSHR R IRRIGATION
0O VNLTMD ZY O0OPYULUTETZSTEPA LEVELS
L VG HTIOCNTU OUUTEUTIHTA ATZVE MOLEE
E Y Z V G CO0OOWPWRTGUGSA AT FUPWUHZG MULCH
S AWP RI RMWMMNTITWMNA AAUMHUOTPRMHTY SR PESTS
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RAINIMNG
S E O WUPS ODURULEW NI ERTITCMHMEWM NTS RESEEDING
S PR WDUPULTEUWUTFV BCWETUDOSTDS W SOIL
I I 0 B H W W A MEUPTIUGOCTFUV Z RWE W WEEDS
YARD
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

of good ideas just waiting for
an outlet.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, do not hesitate to take
on projects this week, particu-
larly those that show your
management skills in action.
Others will be quick to com-
plement your organizational
prowess.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22
Expect to feel a renewed sense
of energy and purpose this
week, Scorpio. This will moti-
vate you to finish existing
projects or to get started on
new ones.

SAGITTARIUS —Nov 23/Dec
21

This week you may be feeling
extra creative and ambitious,

Sagittarius. Use your strengths
to work on an artistic project
or one that is outside of your
comfort zone.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan
20

This is a good week to tackle
projects that require you to get
up and go, Capricorn. It may
involve heavy yard work or
even rearranging furniture.
AQUARIUS —Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, any lethargy you’ve
been feeling will likely vanish
in the days to come. Fresh air
and physical exercise can be
just what you need to feel
reenergized.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, it is time to take charge
of your health. Consider all as-

pects of well-being, including
physical and mental health.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
APRIL 17
Jennifer Garner,
Actress (50)
APRIL 18
Conan O’Brien,

TV Host (59)
APRIL 19
Maria Sharapova,
Athlete (35)
APRIL 20
Miranda Kerr, Model (39)
APRIL 21
James McAvoy, Actor (43)
APRIL 22
Jack Nicholson, Actor (85)
APRIL 23
John Oliver, Comic (45)



Discover a great book here!

Diane Skinner

@

Canada Book Day, observed
on April 23 this year, is part of
World Book Day, a day for
celebrating books and the love
of reading. This annual event
is organized by UNESCO (an
agency of the United Nations
setup in 1945) to promote the
exchange of information,
ideas and culture. Enjoy these
book “favourites” shared by
SPEC readers and celebrate
the day with a good book!
You may even discover a new
book that you wish to read in
this article!

With the title Les Miserables
one might wonder what is so
great about that book. Its story
of second chances, redemp-
tion, romance and sacrificial
love make it a page turner. In
1979 I got hooked on the story
when I watched the 1935 b/w
movie. Since then, I've read
the book a few times and
watched several movies based
on the book. I love the musical
and watch it over and over.
Thank you, Victor Hugo. My
life is so much richer because
of you.
Rose McColm Roussy

Book reviews

by students

NOTHING
BUT THE .
TRUTH &(\

MARIE{FA\/

HENEIN
<4

Nothing But the Truth by
Marie Henein is a memoir.
Having achieved notoriety
through her work as a criminal
lawyer, including client Gian
Ghomeshi, she tells her truth
about growing up in a close
Egyptian — Lebanese family.
She speaks to the ethical and
practical aspects of being a
criminal lawyer today. It’s a
book that will keep you up all
night. At the end of the 266
pages, you will wish to lose
another couple of nights’ sleep
and wait with baited breath for
her next book.
Sandra Beebe

One of my favourite books is
The Death of Virgil by Her-
mann Broch. Out of the last

Climate Crisis for Beginﬁérs
by Andy Prentice and Eddie Reynolds

Author’s Purpose: is to inform

Genre: non-fiction
3 words that best
describe the book:

© Climate
@ Crisis
© Helpful

Favourite part: My favourite :
part is a bar graph that shows .

the world temperatures over

the last 170 years. The colder %

years are blue and the

warmest ones are red. 18 of the 19

..........

warmest years happened since 2001.

My recommendation: I would recommend this book to
children and adults who want to help the environment. It
helps to understand pollution and what is happening to the
Earth. If you like pictures, you will really like this book
because there are a lot of graphics. - Ax/ Major, grade 5

Contact mediasmarts.spec@gmail.com
for information on submitting a book review

few hours of the poet Virgil’s
life, Broch creates a novel
which combines history and
poetry. The result is a beautiful
meditation on life, death, and
the meaning of language.
The Reverend
Joshua Paetkau

The Secret Chord by Geral-
dine Brooks is an amazing
book which offers a very be-
lievable account of King
David’s life. We read about
how he was chosen as a young
boy. As well, the reader gains
insight into the infamous rela-
tionship with Bathsheba. [ will
be reading it again!
Ruth Dugdale

BRAIDING

SWEETGRASS

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

This book changed my per-
spective on nature. | have al-
ways appreciated the outdoors
and have always spent much
time outside participating in
activities like camping, hiking,
skiing, and cycling. But after
reading Braiding Sweetgrass
by Robin Wall Kimmerer, I fell
in love with creation and now
believe she loves me back. I
have developed deep respect
and gratitude for Earth and all
my relations thanks to the writ-
ing of Wall Kimmerer which
weaves together scientific
knowledge, Indigenous wis-
dom and storytelling.
Ann Kelly

Book of Lost Names by
Kristin Harmel is a powerful
story set during World War 11
about a young woman working
as a forger who risked her life
to help Jewish families to es-
cape Nazi occupied France. It
is an emotional historical read
about love, loss, and sacrifice,
all based on a true story.
Chelsea Flowers

Total Freedom by J. Krishna-
murti. Whenever you think of
something, Krishnamurti says,
“Ask ‘Now where did that
come from? Is it true? Do I re-

ally believe that?’” Spiritual
teacher Jiddu Krishnamurti
(1895 — 1986) gave many talks
later compiled in his book. A
must-read for wisdom seekers.
Constance Brochet

1 NEW FYORNK T/MES DESTSELLER

Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens. Abandoned
by her mom, her siblings and
finally her drunk and abusive
father, Kya is forced to be a
survivor in the marshlands of
North Carolina. Kya yearns
for human contact, but hides in
the marsh when the authorities
try to force her to attend
school. Finally, school is her
key to freedom and the ability
to show her talents as a writer.
The ending will take you com-
pletely by surprise.
Anne MacWhirter

My favourite book to read
with my children is The
Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson.
The story takes place in “The

Deep, Dark Woods,” where a
little mouse outsmarts all of
the bigger animals who want
to eat him... even the terribly
fierce Gruffalo. We love this
imaginative  story  which
rhymes throughout, has beau-
tiful illustrations and is incred-
ibly fun to read. The book
gives us inspiration for our
own adventures. We often visit
New Carlisle’s very own
“Deep, Dark Woods (the trails
at the Optimist Chalet)” to

bring the story to life for the
Gruffalo and our other
favourite characters.

Bethany Briggs

The Italian Girl’s Secret by
Natalie Meg Evans. This his-
torical fiction is the story of a
young Italian farm girl living
near Naples, Italy during the
German occupation in the Sec-
ond World War. It shows the
terrible atrocities suffered by
the people at the hands of the
Nazis and the Blackshirts.
Carmela del Bosco, a coura-
geous girl, shelters and helps
an English spy and endangers
her own life many times in
tracking down other members
of the resistenza. This girl
risks everything in order to
save a stranger's life and bring
about the final overthrow of
the Nazi regime.
Mark Franklin

The Narnia series by C.S.
Lewis was introduced to me by
my  third-grade teacher,
Dorothy Carrier. I eventually
read all seven novels in the se-
ries. The plots involve chil-
dren, through magic or some
mystical means, being thrown
into serious adventures, far
away from home or adults to
take care of them, and where
they need to act as adults, fend
for themselves and use their
courage, critical thinking and
humanity to conquer insur-
mountable challenges. As a
young person, the plot instilled
much inspiration and confi-
dence I needed to believe in
my ability to venture into the
world, to explore and take on
projects.
Adam Normand
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Earth Day 202

Diane Skinner

@

“The environment is where
we all meet, where we all
have a mutual interest. It is
the one thing all of us share.”

Earth Day is celebrated every
year on April 22. This massive
environmental movement
brings awareness about the state
of the planet and the hope that
this will lead to action. The
theme for this year’s Earth Day
is Invest in our Planet. The
hope is that the message will in-
spire citizens of all ages to find
solutions. This is an example of
“Think globally, act locally.”
We have just one Earth and
it is the job of all of us to see
that it is taken care of. Sadly, we
are at a point now where we
have to restore the Earth as
much as we can. Children are
the future and they will inherit
this planet. It is never too early
to teach them about the Earth
and how they can help. Planting
the seeds while they are young
(both literally and figuratively)
will help them to understand.
Have a chat with your chil-
dren or students and after that
make the day all about fun. Let

them get their hands dirty and
connect with Mother Nature.

Celebrating Earth Day with
children at home, in the
community and at school

Be a good example at home.
Recycle.  Compost.  Use
reusable bags instead of plastic.
Decrease food waste. Do not
buy disposable clothing which
is clothing worn for one season
and then discarded. Stop using
plastic water bottles and opt for
refillable bottles. Every step
you and your family take is a

step in the right direction.

Let your child participate in
a local cleanup event. As Bill
Nye, the Science Guy, said, “To
leave the world better than you
found it, sometimes you have
to pick up other people’s trash.”

Schools can have a cleanup
of the schoolyard in the after-
noon. Show them the power of
everyone working together to-
wards a common goal. If there
is no community event, go with
your children to the beach and
take a garbage bag. Wearing
disposable gloves is a must.

Discuss this year’s theme —

Photo: D. S.k.inner.

2, invest in our planet

Invest in our Planet. The take-
away message could be that we
all should work to help the
planet not just on April 22 but
every day of the year. Talk
about what investment means —
in this case, devoting time and
effort that will pay off in the fu-
ture.

Go outside. Go for a nature
or beach walk. Observe litter.
Allow them to enjoy the great
outdoors and help them to dis-
cover the beauty. Time spent
among trees is never wasted.
Appreciating the Earth is a big
part of people wanting to take
care of it. “Gold is a luxury.
Trees are necessities. Man
can live and thrive without
gold, but we cannot survive
without trees.” r

Have them make a list
(or illustrate) ways they can
help their planet. This in-
creases awareness too. These
early experiences will stay with
children as they grow into
adulthood.

Plant something even
though it still may be a bit early
for outdoor planting.

Shop for seeds and plan
ahead. Buy them some clay
pots and let them start their

vy

seeds. Tell them about how im-
portant the oxygen that plants
and trees supply is to our sur-
vival.

The final words go to Jane
Goodall, anthropologist, “You
cannot get through a single day
without having an impact on
the world around you. What
you do makes a difference, and
you have to decide what kind of
a difference you want to make.”

Happy (make a difference
and invest in our planet)
Earth Day, 2022!

Business & Professional Directory

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER

MP - Gaspésie-Les fles-de-la-Madeleine

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Grande-Riviére office
418 385-4264

418 764-2890

PROUD PARTNER IN

YOUR CONSTRUCTION *

PROJECTS FOR
MORE THAN
45 YEARS!

Gaspésie—Les lles | Cite-Nomd | Bas-Saint-Laurent
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Magdalen Islands office
418 986-1489

New Richmond office
581 355-0060

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

.
T 418-364-7082 | 1-844-664-7082 !

AXIO

AXIO

arpenteurs-géométres inc.

land surveyors

151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC TEQ

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géometre

C abag@axioag.com

C glag@axioag.com

Membre de I'Ordre

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géomeétre

/A des Arpenteurs-Géometres du Québec

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com
axioag.com

fENERGY

Are you

¢
constructionlfg.co) .

INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC

Driven to be

" wwwishipENERGY com
. (]

Register now!

cegepgim.ca/english-section

# Cégep de la Gaspésie
‘ et des lles
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