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New Richmond resident wonders why
she can’t get dialysis closer to home

Gilles Gagné

@

NEW RICHMOND - A 32-
year-old woman from New
Richmond, Jenn Harrison,
wonders why she cannot
qualify to get hemodialysis
services at the Maria hospi-
tal, considering that she is a
single mother, living alone
with an eight-year-old daugh-
ter and given her general
condition is deeply affected
by diabetes.

Her current routine con-
sists of spending between 10
and 11 hours on the road
weekly, compared to an hour-
and-a-half at most, if she
could get the same service in
Maria.

At age 8, Jenn Harrison
was diagnosed with type 1
diabetes, which means that
she developed that condition
naturally, independently from
her living habits, which is
generally the case for people
with the type 2 form of that
illness.

Between age 8 and 31,
four daily insulin injections
were required. She also had
other complications as a re-
sult of diabetes. In March
2021, it was clear to the doc-
tors following Ms. Harrison
that her condition was gradu-
ally deteriorating.

“We found out it was pro-
gressing last year on March
21, 2021, when I started see-
ing a nephrologist in Ri-
mouski. Dialysis started on
May 14, 2022,” explains
Jenn Harrison.

Those dialysis sessions
took place in Rimouski,
three-and-a-half hours away
from New Richmond when
the weather cooperates. It
means a seven-hour return
trip. She was and is still re-
ceiving hemodialysis on
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day. A dialysis treatment fil-
ters the blood poisoned by
the effects of diabetes.

Why Rimouski? “They
told me that there were not
enough workers to service
the machine in Maria,” says
Ms. Harrison.

Receiving treatment in Ri-
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Getting hemodialysis treatments in Maria would greatly sim-
plify Jenn Harrison's life and allow her to spend more quality

time with her daughter Dezirea.

mouski forced her, consider-
ing her very tight budget, as
she is receiving social assis-
tance, to spend five-and-a-
half days per week in that
Lower Saint Lawrence town.
Making three weekly return
trips was too exhausting, too
costly in gas and causing
maintenance fees on her “not
so reliable” older vehicle.
When in Rimouski she
stayed at a facility specifi-
cally designed for patients
from away.

Ms. Harrison says the
worst part of sleeping in Ri-
mouski five nights a week
was spending all that time far
from Dezirea, her daughter,
and having to mobilize her
family members and friends
more than what she consid-
ered reasonable while being
away.

“It is hard to be away
from my daughter. I would
get to spend my Sundays
with my daughter. She tells
me, ‘I want to be with you,

Mommy.’ She doesn’t under-
stand why I can’t get help
from the hospital close to
home,” says Jenn Harrison,
holding back tears.

Her situation improved a
bit in July when her nephrol-
ogist told her that she would
receive her dialysis treat-
ments in Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts, still 150 kilometres
away from home though, a
tad less than 50% of the dis-
tance between New Rich-
mond and Rimouski. She
now gets to Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts with the help of a vol-
unteer driver supplied by the
Nouvelle-Saint-Alphonse
Volunteer Action Centre.

“The switch to Sainte-
Anne-des-Monts came in
mid-July. It still takes from
between one hour-and-a-half
and one hour and 45 minutes
to get to Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts. We ran into the
moose problem already. It is
nerve-racking to have to
drive through the park. Peo-

ple working with the Volun-
teer Centre are all retired cit-
izens. They have already told
me that, with the coming cold
season, ‘we are not risking
our life and we are not risk-
ing your life.” I have to get up
at 3:30 in the morning in
order to be in Sainte-Anne-
des-Monts on time for the
treatment, which goes from
7:00 to 11:00 a.m. Then, we
have to drive back to town.
After that trip, I am played
out. I am tired. I don’t really
have a life. My life revolves
around my treatments,” she
recounts.

Other medical issues

Jenn Harrison is fighting
other health issues related to
diabetes. In 2016, while
pregnant, she suffered from a
detached retina in her left eye
and now has a prosthetic
eye.
“I lost the baby, following
a medically advised abor-
tion,” she says.

Over the years, diabetes
has also caused pain in her
feet and she cannot walk long
distances or quickly. “I have
nerve damage on my feet, a
consequence of diabetes,”
she adds.

In August, another prob-
lem came out of nowhere. “I
had a quadruple bypass sur-
gery, after suffering from two
mini heart attacks at home. It
happened on August 5, a Fri-
day, and I was supposed to go
to Sainte-Anne-des-Monts
that day. I was experiencing
my mini heart attacks. I had
been vomiting. I was hot. I
called the volunteer who was
supposed to drive me to
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts  to
say that I was too sick to go.
The volunteer told me: ‘If
you are still sick in a while,
call me and I’ll drive you to
Maria Hospital.” My heart
was functioning at 25% of its
capacity. On Saturday morn-
ing, I was flown to Quebec
City. It happened fast. I
thought it was dehydration. It
wasn’t. They told me in Que-
bec City I was lucky to be

alive.”

On May 14, a catheter was
connected to her jugular
blood vessel to provide de-
pendable intravenous access
and enable hemodynamic
monitoring and blood sam-
pling.

Jenn Harrison, who would
love to work but who can’t
because of her medical con-
dition, figures that all those
problems should qualify her
to get her dialysis treatments
in Maria.

“When will I be able to go
to Maria? The nephrologist
told me that it will not be
possible for at least a year
and ‘you are fifth on the list.’
I am not asking to take any-
body’s place but the problem
is the lack of trained staff, not
the machines. It takes six to
seven weeks to train a nurse
to work with the machine,”
she stresses.

“Once I get the service in
Maria, I can figure out how
to put her (Dezirea) on the
bus and then go to the hospi-
tal. The treatment takes four
hours, plus the 15 minutes it
takes to plug me in, plus 15
minutes to unplug me. She
gets on the bus at 7:50 a.m.
and she gets off the bus at
2:50 p.m. That gives me
enough time to get my treat-
ment,” explains Ms. Harri-
son.

Services in English

Jenn Harrison is not fully
bilingual. She gets by in
French and her second lan-
guage has been improving in
recent years because of her
frequent trips to Rimouski
and Sainte-Anne-des-Monts.
However, when someone is
sick, they usually want to
speak their own language and
be sure they fully understand
what is being said.

“It would be nice to be
spoken to in English. When
(hospital) people see that I
can understand some French,
they switch to French. It is
more difficult for me. They

Cont'd on page 3 0



Catherine Cyr Wright and Québec solidaire

propose solutions to counter gender-related violence

Gilles Gagné

@

NEW RICHMOND - To tackle
the problems of gender-based
violence and remedy the situa-
tion, a Québec solidaire gov-
ernment would establish a
Ministry of Women and Gen-
der Equality with a permanent
budget, and that government
would adequately fund organi-
zations that support victim-sur-
vivors, such as women's
centres, CALACS and shelters.

Such a government would
also implement the recommen-
dations of the transpartisan re-
port Rebdtir la confiance
(Rebuilding trust). Québec sol-
idaire would then prioritize re-
mote regions and the most
vulnerable cross sections of the
population in its interventions.

Catherine Cyr Wright, candi-
date for Québec solidaire in
Bonaventure, presented those
commitments on September 9 in
New Richmond, and a brief por-
trait of gender-based violence in
the region, as well as other meas-
ures she and her party would put
in place once she enters the Na-
tional Assembly.

“In recent months, a femini-
cide and several situations of

Catherine Cyr Wright believes that better support can

be supplied to women impacted by all forms of violence.

domestic violence that took
place here in the riding of
Bonaventure have been re-
ported in the media and have
shaken up the population. This
summer, several women were
intoxicated against their will
with date rape drugs at festivals
in our region,” points out
Catherine Cyr Wright.

She is not naming the most
recent case of domestic vio-
lence that shocked the Bay of
Chaleur area but she is refer-
ring to the David Guy file, a

38-year-old man from Maria
who was sentenced to four
years of prison after having
abused physically and verbally
his former wife for 17 years.
She didn’t feel safe even if
David Guy was imprisoned in
March 2021 and that he entered
a plea of guilty on August 12 of
this year.

She died five days later in
her Riviére-du-Loup apart-
ment. There was no sign of re-
cent violence on her body
when she was discovered by

Liberal Party candidate Christian
Cyr proposes a charter of reglons

@ Gilles Gagné
NEW RICHMOND - The re-
gions of Quebec are subject to
policies and sectoral measures
that are not suited to the reality
of the Gaspé Peninsula. Abitibi
is not the Lower Saint
Lawrence, just like Quebec
City is not the Magdalen Is-
lands and Montreal is not the
Gaspé Peninsula, says Chris-
tian Cyr, Liberal Party candi-
date for Bonaventure.

The Charter of the regions
proposed by the Liberal Party
of Quebec is the solution to ef-
fectively meet the needs of
each of the regions because
each of them will develop its
own development and planning
strategy. According to Mr. Cyr,
“The Charter of Regions signi-
fies the end of wall-to-wall
(same measures no matter the
area) in the policies of the Gov-
ernment of Quebec which con-
cern the regions.”

With the Quebec Charter of
Regions, local governments -
the municipalities and the
MRCs will be the privileged
partners of the government and
they will have increased pow-
ers to establish development
planning for their region. Local
governments know their region

Lzbeml Party’s Christian Cyr says that each region is unique.

and its needs best. They are the
ones who can set the priori-
ties,” he adds.

For several months, Chris-
tian Cyr has made observations
with entrepreneurs, business
managers and in the municipal
world and he concludes that
there is still a standard and non-
adapted approach to economic
development and a flagrant
lack of coordination between
the various ministries supposed
to deal with severe labour and
housing shortages, and by the
immigration record.

“The regions of Quebec
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face many challenges that are
specific to them and to which
we must respond. With our
Charter of Regions, we will
allow each of them to develop
their full potential by promot-
ing decentralization and pro-
posing solutions from the field
that will be better adapted to
local realities. It is not enough
to migrate jobs to the regions to
boast of being a government of
the regions. You need a real vi-
sion, listening and mutual re-
spect. This is what a Liberal
government will offer Quebe-
cers,” says Mr. Cyr.
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her son but she remained ex-
tremely fragile physically and
emotionally despite fleeing the
house in March 2021.

Using the latest Public
Health study on the well-being
of the Gaspé Peninsula popula-
tion, released in 2017, Ms. Cyr
Wright stresses that young girls
in the region are victims of sex-
ual offences at a rate that is
58% higher than the provincial
average.

Between 2011 and 2013 in
Quebec, this rate was 342.1 of-
fences per 100,000 girls under
the age of 18, while in the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Mag-
dalen Islands, this rate rose to
539 offences, says Catherine
Cyr Wright.

An update of this survey
with more recent data is
planned for 2022 or early 2023.
“Presently, the next victim is
still alive,” insists Catherine
Cyr Wright, “We have already
lost a lot of time, and we cannot
afford to wait for the next femi-
cide to take place. The victims
and survivors in the Gaspé
Peninsula deserve our concern
and I promise to make it a pri-
ority when I am elected.”

The Québec solidaire candi-
date in Bonaventure argues that
despite all the activism done by
feminist groups in the Gaspé,
measures adapted to the terri-
tory are still pending.

Ms. Cyr-Wright points out
that the vastness of the territory
increase the vulnerability of
victims in the region.

Hypothetically speaking,
“If Chantal wants to leave her
violent spouse... but she can’t
move to an apartment, even if
there was one available. And if
she doesn’t have a car to cover

the 100 kilometres between her
residence and the shelter where
women who are victims of vio-
lence can get services, what is
she supposed to do?” asks Ms.
Cyr Wright, illustrating the
need for better and adapted
services for regions like the
Gaspé Peninsula.

“The same lack of service
availability affects younger
women and girls,” she states.

“There is shame attached to
experiencing sexual assaults
but if the victims have oppor-
tunities to talk more about it,
they will receive good advice if
we can train more people in
that kind of counselling,” she
says.

There is also an issue with
staff working conditions shel-
ters. “It is difficult to maintain
stability when some of the
working conditions are not
good,” she says.

Catherine Cyr Wright
works in education with Native
women and she is disconcerted
by the lack of halfway houses
facilitating the return to a nor-
mal life in Aboriginal commu-
nities, once they have spent
time in a shelter.

“In Quebec, no Aboriginal
community can count on a
halfway house for women who
have experienced violence,”
she criticizes.

Catherine Cyr-Wright held
her September 9 press briefing
in New Richmond, behind
Place Suzanne-Guité, where
the Salle de spectacle is lo-
cated. Suzanne Guité was a
well-known Gaspesian artist
between the 1950s and the be-
ginning of the 1980s, She was
murdered by her husband in
1981.
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Maria Hospital could get a fourth chair this fall.

Hemodialysis chair could be
added to Maria Hospital this fall

@ Gilles Gagné

MARIA — The Gaspé Penin-
sula Integrated Health and

Social  Services  Centre
spokesperson, Lou Landry,
explains  that currently

adding time slots is not pos-
sible due to labour chal-
lenges, which confirms what
patient Jenn Harrison was
told this spring.
“For example,
(Hospital), there are he-
modialysis treatments on
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. With our current
workforce, it would be im-
possible to consider adding
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sat-
urdays. This is why we are
aiming, as an alternative so-
lution, the addition of chairs
which increases our services

at Maria

DIALYSIS:

o Cont'd from page 1

do make an effort in Maria. |
was born there. They know
me. [ don’t know if it is good
or not but they say: “ Hi, Ms.
Harrison.” I have gone there
so often,” she mentions.

Jenn Harrison has been
using the services of Family
Ties in New Carlisle since
Dezirea was a few months old.
Family Ties’ coordinator of the
parent support group called
Destination Family, Carolyn
Taylor, explains that at times,
“Jenn has called me from Ri-
mouski because she needed
some French (help).”

The Rimouski dialysis

without requiring such a sig-
nificant increase in the work-
force instead,” says Mr.
Landry.

“As for physical con-
straints, they are very real at
Maria (Hospital), where the
aim is to double the number
of chairs from three to six.
We should, however, be able
to add a fourth chair this fall.
The additional seat in Maria
will involve the addition of a
trained nurse,” he adds.

Elsewhere in the Gaspé
Peninsula, Chandler and
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts al-
ready have six chairs. “Gaspé
is also experiencing space is-
sues, but we also have a proj-
ect underway that would
allow us to increase (the ca-
pacity) to six chairs within
two years,” explains Lou

team members offered another
solution to Jenn Harrison.
“They asked me if [ would
consider moving up to Ri-
mouski when things started, so
I could have Dezirea with me;
but I refused because I would-
n't have support from my
group, my mom, and a few
friends,” says Jenn Harrison.

Dialysis at home?

Dialysis can be provided at
home. Ms. Harrison thought
that she would be a good can-
didate to get a dialysis machine
at home.

“I was led to believe that I
would get it. The nephrologist
told me that it poses a problem

Landry.

He adds that the region’s
Integrated Health and Social
Services Centre (CISSS) is in
a solution mode with the in-
tention of adding seats.
“Adding treatment days is
obviously also a solution, but
it requires sufficient human
resources to do so. On this
subject, the CISSS is in ac-
tion at the level of the work-
force. Several recruitment
actions are in progress. The
major action for the fall is the
arrival of 40 nurses from the
African continent,” says Lou
Landry.

With regard to the patient
referral method, priority is
given by the nephrologists
according to the possibility
for the patient to receive he-
modialysis, he concludes.

because of my bypasses.
Home treatment is not a good
idea right now. That was the
final straw. I felt like giving up.
I asked if they (health authori-
ties) could transport a machine
to Maria. I was told again the
problem is not a shortage of
machines, it is a shortage of
staff,” she explains.

She asked more questions
about the time it takes to train
people to work with hemodial-
ysis machines.

It takes five to seven weeks
to train some staff. “I asked:
‘Can you take some money
from the budget and train more
people?’ It gets foggy when I
try to get answers. The more
you pry, the less you get an an-

Police report

A T4-year-old woman from Saint Elzéar, Réjeanne Poirier,
died a little after 1 p.m. on September 12 when she lost
control of her vehicle while exiting Highway 132 in the
Bonaventure Fast sector. The accident occurred on a curve
and did not involve other vehicles. The victim's car went
straight ahead into a ditch. The victim remained stuck in
her vehicle and the emergency services called to the scene,
the firefighters in this case, had to use the jaws of life to ex-
tricate her. She was taken to Maria Hospital, where she was
pronounced dead. The police officers of the Sareté du
Québec were busy during the work of the firefighters to
ensure the safe maintenance of traffic, first on one lane to
protect the emergency teams, before the complete recovery
on two lanes at 3 p.m. “A stroke could explain the crash.
This is one of the hypotheses to explain this accident. It
remains under investigation,” says Stéphane Tremblay,
spokesperson for the Sareté du Québec.

On September 15 at the New Carlisle Courthouse, Ray-
nald Croussette, 70, from Les Méchins, entered a plea of
guilty on 16 of the 21 charges laid against him during the
spring and the summer, after his June 17 arrest in the back-
country of New Richmond. Quebec Court Judge Janick
Poirier sentenced him to 36 months of prison to be served
in a federal penitentiary.

“PFour charges were amalgamated to a fifth one. Only
one charge was dropped, the voyeurism one. The 36-month
sentence was a mutual suggestion from both sides. Con-
sidering that he has spent 136 days of preventive time in
prison, as of today, he still has 31 months and 18 days left
to serve,” explains Criminal Prosecutor Cédric Leblanc-
Falardeau. A day of preventive prison time counts for a
day-and-a-half of official time.

Raynald Croussette entered a plea of guilty on four
charges of break and enter in houses, one break and enter
in a building that was not a house, theft of more than
$5,000, and hit and run as well as breach of probation.

The breach of probation charge was tied to the condi-
tions set when he served a prison sentence of six months
less two days for a case of violence that occurred on Oc-
tober 7, 2021.

The Sareté du Québec officers had to use a Taser gun to
arrest him on June 17. He had no known address in the Bay
of Chaleur area. His arrest came after complaints laid by
New Richmond citizens following a wave of thefts com-
mitted in many properties. Raynald Croussette had previ-
ously served a six-month prison term for illegal use of a
firearm in 2012 and a probation period was imposed on
him in 2000 after he committed an assault.

swer,” says Jenn Harrison.

The medication she takes
since her bypasses makes it
preferable to get her hemodial-
ysis treatment in a hospital.

“It could take between six
months to a year before getting
off that medication and having
the service at home. I have a
catheter in my jugular and it
would have to be changed. If |
were to transition into a home
treatment, they would have to
change the catheter and wait
two weeks,” she says.

“At home, I would use a
smaller machine to put on a
table or the side of a bed. |
would be able to do it alone.
The training takes five to seven
days in the hospital, to make

sure I can do it. If there is a
problem, there is a round-the-
clock service,” points out
Jenn Harrison.

Family Ties’ Carolyn Tay-
lor can hardly understand
why a little extra effort could-
n’t be made by the health au-
thorities to accelerate Ms.
Harrison’s transfer to the
Maria hospital for dialysis.

“Do they just go down the
list, without other considera-
tions?” asks Ms. Taylor, sug-
gesting that the gravity of
some cases should prevail.

“I had a heart attack.
What else do I have to expe-
rience before moving up the
list? ” concludes Jenn Harri-
son.
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Editorial section

Gilles Gagné

Commentary

Will Pierre Poiliévre
adopt a
softer approach?

Pierre Poiliévre will have to refocus his political strategy
if he wants to stand a chance to become Prime Minister
of Canada one day. His September 10 landslide victory
against his opponents, former Quebec Premier Jean
Charest among them, is impressive but Canadians like
centre-right or centre-left politics, a reality still valid in
2022, and likely to remain so for several more years.

Mr. Poiliévre’s win was stunning. He won 68% of
the members’ votes, compared to only 16% for Jean
Charest, the closest opponent. For the first time, the
party leadership was won according to a first-ballot
round of votes.

The new leader also finished first among the mem-
bers’ vote in 330 of the country’s 338 ridings. It means
that the party’s members chose Pierre Poilievre even in
the ridings of the Members of Parliament rooting for the
other leadership candidates.

The party’s members only represent a cross section
of Canada’s voters though. Canadians are far from gen-
uine environmentalists who put climate change issues at
the forefront of their preoccupations. However, most of
them believe in climate change and a rising proportion
of them will witness the snowballing effects of climate
change in the years to come.

In Canada, the political system allows a political
party to win a majority at the House of Commons with
36 or 37% of the total ballots. However, those votes have
to be fairly well distributed geographically. The proof
is that Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Party won the last two
elections with fewer votes than Andrew Scheer and Erin
O’Toole, of the Conservative Party, in 2019 and 2021,
respectively. The latters’ support was too concentrated
in Western Canada.

Pierre Poiliévre, a true right wing politician who
favours the role of the private sector in about every field
of activity, who said a few months ago that he wanted
to give more room to crypto-currencies in our economy,
among other things, will need to get more support in On-
tario and Quebec if he wants to be the prime minister
eventually.

He started trying to attract more Quebecers right after
the confirmation of his victory by putting a lot of French
in his first speech. Lately, he has also stopped almost
completely referring to the importance of crypto-curren-
cies in his strategy, about firing the governor of the Bank
of Canada, and about last winter’s truckers convoy,
which he supported.

In that inaugural speech, he didn’t bother much about
the party’s unity. When you win with 68% of the ballots
in the first round, and given that your closest opposent
is 52% behind, why would you care?

Pierre Poiliévre will try to play the charm game by
putting emphasis on his modest origins, on the fact that
he was raised by his adoptive parents, not in the luxury
his main opponent, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, ben-
efited from. He wants Canadians to differentiate the two
main leaders of the country.

He is also trying to ignore journalists by failing to
give them interviews and holding press conferences. He
totally waived interviews and press meets following his
September 10 victory.

Four days after his win, Pierre Poilievre called a
“press conference,” or so he thought. Global News re-
porter David Akin, one of the most respected journalists
in the country, started asking questions to the Conserva-
tive Party leader. David Akin interrupted Pierre Poiliévre
because he knew there wouldn’t be a question period,
like there is supposed be in a press conference. In the
Conservative Party leader’s mind, journalists were only
there to act as a driving force and report solely what he
was saying in his speech.

It doesn’t work that way. If a politician calls a press
conference, he must expect that questions will be asked.
If that politician makes a speech, he must also expect
questions about that speech. If a politician has aspira-
tions to become the country’s prime minister in a minor-
ity government context, he can guess that questions will
be asked about other subjects of daily interest.
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Pierre Poiliévre is making the bet that he can make
his way without answering journalists’ questions. He is
entitled to think so. Most people don’t have a high opin-
ion of journalists. It is in part deserved at times. How-
ever, at one point, he will have to deal with the fact that
journalism is one of democracy’s foundations. It might
be unfortunate but so far, the world has evolved accord-
ing to that principle.

Pierre Poilievre has also opted for the hard line with
Alain Rayes, a Quebec Member of Parliament who de-
cided to sit as an independent Member of Parliament
(MP) following the new Conservative leader’s victory.

The Conservative Party sent a text message to all the
members of Mr. Rayes’ riding of Victoriaville, asking
them to call his office and ask for his resignation as an
MP. Needless to say, Alain Rayes’ office was completely
disfunctional for days, which affected the constituents’
capacity to get services. The Conservative Party’s mes-
sage also blamed Mr. Rayes for his refusal to fight infla-
tion, as if his leaving the caucus automatically meant that
he was favouring higher prices.

Is this Pierre Poili¢vre’s kind of democracy? The
Conservative Party apologized late on the evening of
September 13, blaming the message on some computer
error. It is a silly excuse and a garbage apology because
a human being wrote that message and decided to press
the “send” button!

The tone will undoubtedly change at the House of
Commons, now that Pierre Poiliévre will be the official
leader of the opposition. Will he keep using his pitbull
manners, his Donald Trump-like insults and declarations
that are often far from proven as a political strategy?

It is quite likely, at least at first. He will try to desta-
bilize Justin Trudeau, who has not helped his own cause
through letting the quality of federal services deteriorate.
The current prime minister, therefore, left a wide open
door to Pierre Poilievre, who says the private sector is
better at offering services than civil servants.

However, it is far from sure that Justin Trudeau will
be at the helm of the Liberal Party, come the next federal
election.

If Chrystia Freeland becomes the leader of the Lib-
eral Party, for example, it might be interesting to see if
Pierre Poiliévre’s caveman political strategy will fly.
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Québec solidaire puts emphasis on day care
spots and housing in its regional platform

Gilles Gagné

@

CARLETON — The two Que-
bec solidaire candidates in the
Gaspé Peninsula, Catherine
Cyr Wright in Bonaventure
and Yv Bonnier-Viger in
Gaspé, put emphasis on solv-
ing the shortage of day care
places and housing, in the re-
gional development platform
presented on September 12 in
Chandler.

This regional platform
presents tailor-made proposals
to meet the needs of people in
the region, according to the
candidates.

“We often have the impres-
sion that the decisions made in
the National Assembly do not
take into account the realities
of the regions, particularly
those of the Gaspé Peninsula.
We know it: we lack services,
we lack housing, we lack
funding to operate a green
shift. It is time for the people
of the Gaspé Peninsula to be
taken into account, and that is
exactly the goal of our re-
gional platform,” says Cather-
ine Cyr Wright.

The shortage of childcare
places and the housing crisis
are detrimental to the eco-
nomic and social development
of Gaspé communities, they
say.

Quebec solidaire leader Manon Massé and Bonaventure riding candidate Catherine Cyr Wright
think that the shortage of day care places and housing are the main hurdles to the region’s de-

velopment.

“The housing shortage in
the Gaspé Peninsula has seri-
ous consequences for the de-
velopment of our commu-
nities. This summer, nurses
who came to work in the re-
gion to take care of Gaspesians
were forced to camp because
they had not found accomoda-
tions. At Québec solidaire, we
want to put an end to this type
of situation, which is why our
platform offers several com-
mit- ments to tackle the hous-
ing crisis head-on and in a
sustainable way,” adds Yv
Bonnier Viger.

“The development of
Airbnbs for tourists has unfor-
tunately made a big impact on
the availability of housing, and
on its affordability. We have
reached a point where we have
homeless people in the re-
gion,” adds Mr. Cyr Wright,
referring to the fact that some
people sleep on friends’
couches, in trailers or camping
in cars between the end of the
spring and the fall.

“We have also lost a fair
number of day care workers
over recent years. This factor
doesn’t help maintain a suffi-

Vandalism of electoral signs

Nelson Sergerie

@ Local Journalism Initiative

GASPE - Electoral billboards
of the candidates of the Coali-
tion avenir Québec, the Con-
servative Party of Quebec, the
Liberal Party and the Parti
québécois in the riding of
Gaspé were the target of van-
dalism twice on September 10
and 13.

The large format panels
were torn from their anchorage
to the ground at the intersection
of the Mgr Ross Bridge in
downtown Gaspé.

Only the billboards of
Québec solidaire facing those
of the other parties remained
intact during the two inci-
dents.

“We  wonder because
Québec solidaire has not been
affected. Once is fine. A second
time, we are seriously wonder-
ing. It would be important that,
on the side of Quebec solidaire,
the organization comes out to
tell us what is happening,” says
the Parti Québécois delegate to
the returning officer in the
Gaspé riding, Mauril Minville,

who was busy reinstalling the
panels for candidate Méganne
Perry M¢élangon when SPEC
was on location on September
13.

“What the Parti Québécois
is trying to put on the back of
Québec solidaire is a bit
twisted. It is disrespectful to
other organizations. Me, I think
it's a slippage and the PQ had to
apologize because it's not a re-
spectful attitude to other organ-
izations,” replies the Solidaire
candidate in Gaspé, Yv Bonnier
Viger.

“It goes against our demo-
cratic morals and it is reprehen-
sible,” says Dr. Bonnier Viger,
who points out that his organi-
zation has also been the victim
of vandalism during the cam-
paign.

The two political parties
filed a complaint with the
Stireté du Québec.

“The Streté du Québec ar-
rested young people with signs
when they committed the mis-
chief. The police are aware,”
Mr. Minville said.

“I asked the SQ to do its in-

e | o wae

On Septembér 1 3 Signs were once
-again vandalized near the Gaspé Bridge.

cient number of day care
places,” she points out, refer-
ring to the “negligence of the
CAQ government in that re-
gard.”

Quebec solidaire co-leader
Manon Massé, who came to
Gaspé, Chandler and Carleton
to promote the regional plat-
form of the party, adds that
Airbnb houses people for a
handful of months, “but it sub-
tracts from the market a high
number of housing units for
12 months,” because of the
revenues generated.

Québec solidaire is com-

vestigation,” adds the Solidaire
candidate.

The Streté du Québec is not
commenting on the ongoing in-
vestigations, but confirms that
several wrongdoings have been
carried out across the province.
The police force recalls that this
is a criminal act punishable by
imprisonment and invites wit-
nesses of such acts to denounce
them.

The first incident occurred

on September 10.

“We are in an election cam-
paign. It's time to share our
ideas. Everyone should be able
to do it with respect. Attacking
the placards of candidates, re-
gardless of the political party, is
not the right way to express
yourself,” said CAQ candidate
Stéphane Sainte-Croix after the
first event.

“It is a lack of respect for
democracy. Our teams are

. Photo: G. IGagné

mitting to offer an emergency
infant benefit of $870 per
month for parents of children
aged 18 months and under
who do not have childcare
spaces. They would also like
to create micro-daycares and a
new model of Centre de la pe-
tite enfance that adapts to
small communities. They pro-
pose to create a rent register to
put an end to abusive rent in-
creases, as well as build 250
social housing units for the
Gaspé¢ Peninsula and the Mag-
dalen Islands region during
their first term. Quebec sol-
idaire also aims to provide mu-
nicipalities and MRCs the
means to apply regulations
aimed at limiting short-term
rental accommodation in-
tended for tourists.

“I think that this regional
platform demonstrates to the
people of the Gaspé Peninsula
who want a future where we
take care of our people, our
public services and our planet,
that the Quebec solidaire can-
didates in Gaspé and
Bonaventure are ready to carry
their voices and concerns to
the National Assembly. At
Québec solidaire, we suggest
that you build together a res-
olutely inclusive, open and in-
dependentist social project,”
concludes Manon Massé.

Photo: N. Sergerie
working hard to put up these
posters and we hope that we
won't have to do it again before
the end of the campaign,” says
Ms. Perry Mélangon.

“I find it deplorable. The
basis of everything is respect
and, here, I believe that there is
a serious lack of respect to-
wards the candidates who have
suffered vandalism,” explains
the Conservative candidate
Pier-Luc Bouchard.
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Conservative Jean-Pierre Pigeon is
surprised by Pierre Poilievre’s strong victory

@ Nelson Sergerie

SAINTE-ANNE-DES-
MONTS - Conservative can-
didate in the last three federal
elections in the Gaspé Penin-
sula and Magdalen Islands,
Jean-Pierre Pigeon, is sur-
prised at the extent of Pierre
Poilieévre's victory over Jean
Charest in the race for the
party leadership.

Mr. Poilievre won the race
in the first round with 68% of
the vote, compaired to 16%
for Mr. Charest.

“I would have thought that
Mr. Poilievre would have won,
but not to the extent that we
saw on Saturday evening
(September 10). The ball is in
his court,” comments Mr. Pi-
geon.

The president of the Con-
servative Association of the
Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-
dalen Islands knew that the
campaign would not be easy.
In a consultation with its
members at the start of the
campaign, Mr. Pigeon calcu-
lated that the two candidates
were neck and neck, but the

more the campaign pro-
gressed, the more Mr. Poil-
ievre stood out, says Mr.
Pigeon who has served in the
party since Joe Clark in 1979.
According to Mr. Pigeon, the
Gaspé Peninsula and Mag-
dalen Islands gave its support
to Pierre Poilievre.

Having been strongly sup-
ported by the libertarian right
wing of his party, Mr. Pigeon
now hopes that Mr. Poilievre
will refocus his speech. “I am

Jean-Pierre Pigeon could be a Conservative candidate in the
next federal elections under Pierre Poilievre.

a progressive. I dare to hope
that he will come back to the

centre so that we can win. In
Canada, to win, the leader
must move closer to the cen-
tre-right. Canadians like it. Mr.
Trudeau has won his last three
elections like this. Mr.
O’Toole tried,” says Mr. Pi-
geon.

Following the departure of
Stephen Harper, who was
party leader from 2004 to
2015, the Conservative Party
had two leaders who only
passed through: Andrew
Scheer (2017-2020) and Erin
O'Toole (2020-2022 ).

“I dare to hope that he will
be there longer than the last
two leaders. I dare to hope that
it will not last just a mandate,
or a year or two. He has drive.
All T want is for him to be a

Photo: N. Sergerie

good leader and Mr. Trudeau
will have difficulty when Mr.
Poilievre intervenes in the
House of Commons,” says
Mr. Pigeon.

During the conversation,
Mr. Pigeon points out that he
was a candidate under Mr.
Harper, Mr. Scheer and Mr.
O’Toole. He does not close
the door to serve under Mr.
Poilievre.

"Right now, I'm thinking.
I'm getting older, but once a
Conservative, always a Con-
servative,” says the president,
who agrees with the choice of
members.

Mr. Pigeon says there have
never been so many Conser-
vative members in the Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-

CAQ could take the Gaspé Peninsula

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - Gaspesian voters would have chosen the Coalition avenir Québec (CAQ) to represent
them in the National Assembly if the elections had been held on September 15.

Following an update of data on September 15, the Quebec125.com polling website projected that
the CAQ candidates for Bonaventure and Gaspé, Catherine Blouinand and Stéphane Sainte-Croix

polls and projections.

would have been elected on that day. However, nothing is certain as there is a margin of error in

Projections for the Bonaventure riding are: CAQ’s Catherine Blouin is credited with 29% of the

votes, while Parti Québécois” Alexis Deschénes collects 28%. Québec solidaire comes third with 16%,
one point ahead of the Liberals with 15% while the Conservative Party gets 9% The margin of error
is 7%. The riding is represented by former PQQ Member of the National Assembly, Sylvain Roy, who

CAQ candidate
Catherine Blouin wants

to lengthen tourist season

Gilles Gagné

MATAPEDIA - The candidate of the Coalition Avenir Québec
for the riding of Bonaventure, Catherine Blouin, made a recent
stop in Matapedia to talk about one of her campaign priorities -
extending the tourist season in Gaspésie.

She says that tourism is one of the region's biggest economic
sectors and she intends to support projects that will ensure the de-
velopment of this industry. In working in concert with all the
stakeholders involved, Ms. Blouin considers that promoting au-
tumn and winter tourism would be beneficial to the economic de-
velopment of the Gaspé Peninsula.

“Our summer toutist season is recognized around the world.
Our territory is full of initiatives that people could benefit from
all year round! I want Bonaventure to be able to exploit all this po-
tential and benefit from the economic spinoffs, both for munic-
ipalities and businesses! With the CAQ, which has proven to be
the party of the regions and the economy, we can count on the
support of a future government to develop the Gaspé Penin-
sulal”’ she affirms.

Ms. Blouin will have the support of a possible CAQ govern-
ment in the pursuit of her goal, which recently awarded a maxi-
mum grant of $7.35 million to the Table of Prefects of the Gaspé
Peninsula and the Magdalen Islands to improve the off-road ve-
hicle regions. The government also handed out a financial support
of $320,000 to the Geoparc de Percé Solidarity Cooperative to
support the construction of five chalets to be rented to visitors
and a four-season restroom on the campsite it operates in the
heart of the town.

418-752-5400
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announced his departure from political life in June.

Projections for the Gaspé riding are: Stéphane Sainte-Croix of the Coalition avenir Québec would
collect 33% while the outgoing PQQ MNA, Méganne Perry Mélancon, is credited with 28% of the

votes. The Liberals of Michel Marin would receive 15%, followed by Yv Bonnier-Viger of Québec

solidaire with 12% and Pier-Luc Bouchard of the Conservative Party would be last with 10%. The

margin of error is 8%.

Advanced voting will take place on September 25 and 26. The general vote is October 3.

fundamental.

Mgr Gaétan Proulx, O.S.M.
Creédit, Photographie Dachowski

solidarity!

Mgr Gaétan Proulx, O.S.M.

To make your donation :

Collection 2022

To all the people of God in the Diocese of Gaspé,
including the Magdalen Islands, with the words of
Jesus, I say to you: “Peace be with you” (Jn 20:21).

Since the launch of the centenary celebrations of
the foundation of the diocese of Gaspé, on
November 21, 2021 on the feast of Christ the King
of the Universe, we have been able to experience
beautiful unifying events. Our diocesan Church is
alive and wants to proclaim Christ and his Gospel.
To pursue the mission, your financial support is

It is in this perspective that I am making an urgent
appeal to you to support our Diocesan Church of
Gaspé and the Magdalen Islands during the 2022
Collection which will take place on Sunday,
October 3. Thank you for your generosity and

172, Jacques-Cartier, |:|
Gaspé (Qc) G4X 1M9
418 368-2274

DON EN LIGNE
z www.diocesegaspe.org




CIEU-FM debate yields good exchanges

Gilles Gagné

&

CARLETON — On September
14, The CIEU-FM radio sta-
tion team organized the only
debate that will likely occur in
the riding of Bonaventure dur-
ing the current electoral cam-
paign. Catherine Blouin of
Coalition avenir Québec,
Catherine Cyr Wright of
Québec solidaire, Christian
Cyr of the Liberal Party and
Alexis Deschénes of the Parti
Québécois participated in the
debate.

Frangois Therrien of the
Conservative Party of Quebec
was invited to the debate but
he turned down the occasion
to present his ideas. Seven
themes were covered during
the debate and all candidates
had their strong moments.

One of the most interesting
moments of the debate oc-
curred when the candidates
were offered the occasion to
talk about a topic that is geo-
graphically located outside the
region, but whose incidence
represents a Quebec-wide talk

GAS PRICES:

Catherine Cyr Wright of Québec solidaire, Alexis Deschénes of the Parti Québécois, Cather-
ine Blouin of Coalition avenir Québec and Christian Cyr of the Liberal Party participated in
the September 14 debate organized by Carleton’s CIEU-FM.

of the town, Quebec City’s
Third Link, part of the climate
crisis theme. This tunnel proj-
ect spearheaded by the Coali-
tion avenir Québec (CAQ)
generated many sparks.
Talking to CAQ’s candi-
date Catherine Blouin, Alexis
Deschénes, of the PQ, pointed
out that “with the Third Link,
the only thing you will do is

encourage people to use their
car.”

Often targeted because she
represents the party that was
in power over the last term,
Catherine Blouin replied “the
Quebec City and Lévis people
are best placed to determine
what they need.”

Quickly, Quebec sol-

idaire’s Catherine Cyr Wright

Photo: G. Gagné

confronted Ms. Blouin by say-
ing: “With our money!”

Catherine Blouin replied
that “over $800 million was
invested in transport in the
Gaspé Peninsula over the last
four years. We are not paying
this alone. It is a give and take.
We will need money from out-
side to make the train reach
Gaspé.”

Catherine Cyr Wright re-
marked that the Third Link
“will cost $10 billion!” Again,
Catherine Blouin pointed out
that the government spent in
excess of $850 million in
transport in the region over the
last term.

Liberal Party’s Christian
Cyr joined the exchange by
telling Catherine Blouin that
the Third Link means “$10
billion for a political caprice
versus $800 million for essen-
tial services.” The crowd of
close to 200 people applauded
that last remark.

The SPEC has asked
Catherine Blouin to submit a
breakdown of the amount of
$850 million plus invested in
the region over the last term.
Ms. Blouin’s team sent a se-
ries of governmental links as a
reply. The newspaper will try
to sort out the exact number
for its next issue.

Animated exchange also
characterized the themes of
health care, housing, day care
places, immigration and
labour, among others.

Daniel Coté suggests people should complain

Nelson Sergerie
Local Journalism Initiative

@

GASPE - The Mayor of
Gaspé suggests that motorists
complain to the Energy Board
and the Competition Bureau
as gas prices remain higher in
the Gaspé Peninsula than
elsewhere in Quebec.

In 2019, Daniel C6té initi-
ated steps with the Competi-
tion Bureau which launched
an investigation.

“The Competition Bureau
of Canada has told us that
they (at the Bureau) are still
under investigation. It has
been almost three years that
the investigation is “in
progress”. We have no news
and when we relaunch, we are
always told that they are
under investigation,” explains
the mayor.

“What we see is that there
is always a discrepancy be-
tween the prices at the pump
and those told to us by the En-
ergy Board. I say this out of
respect for our retailers. I don't
think they are filling their
pockets. I think there is a price
dictate that comes from above.
I guess so. I am not able to
demonstrate it. It is up to the
Competition Bureau to prove
it,” says Daniel Coté.

“When there was a form of
monopoly that was disman-

tled in Central Quebec, it took
years for the Competition Bu-
reau to establish the evidence
and dismantle it. [ am not say-
ing that there is a cartel in the
Gaspésie. What everyone
finds suspicious is that all the
retailers change the prices at
the same time and it is always
more expensive than the price
recommended by the Energy
Board, with rare exceptions,”
says the mayor.

Citizens send him prices in
other regions of Quebec, in
particular in the Magdalen Is-
lands, which recently posted
lower prices than in the Gaspé
Peninsula. “Which makes no
sense given the transportation
costs and the geographic dis-
tance,” says Mr. Coté.

“What more is there to do?
Should other people file peti-
tions with the Energy Board
and the Competition Bureau?
I have come a long way with
the support of several munic-
ipalities in the Gaspé,” sug-
gests the mayor.

As soon as messages cir-
culate on the price of gasoline
in the Gaspé Peninsula, the
internet ignites while Gaspe-
sians complain each time
about the high prices.

Moreover, the region has
once again posted the highest
average retail gasoline margin
in the province in the past

year, at 15.8 cents per litre,
according to CAA-Quebec.
CAA-Quebec avoids using
the word ‘collusion’, but no
longer hesitates to describe
the prices displayed by retail-
ers as exaggerated when the
organization was called upon
to comment on the matter by
Quebecor.

In August, Gaspesian re-
tailers demanded an average
of 6 cents more than the data
from the Energy Board.

In July, the Regroupement
des MRC of the Gaspé Penin-
sula had already expressed
concern about the high gas
prices in the region.

In 2019, the Town of
Gaspé¢ asked the Competition
Bureau to investigate the
price in the Gaspé Peninsula
after noting between June 3
and August 26 an average
margin between 8.3 and 18.5
cents per litre higher than the
estimated minimum price by

the Energy Board.

At the beginning of 2020,
the Energy Board had estab-
lished that Gaspesian retailers
had accumulated a profit mar-
gin twice as large as the Que-
bec average in 2019.

In its report, the board
even indicated that in five
years, the Gaspé Peninsula
was, in 19% of cases, the re-
gion with the highest price in
Quebec. For 2019, the per-
centage increased to 34%.
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Photographer captures stunning
photos of the Northern Lights

Diane Skinner
You may have seen some exquisite photos of the Northern Lights
posted widely on Facebook in the past week. Photographer Mike
MacLellan generously shares some information with SPEC about
how he captured the unique .
shots he has taken on the Gaspé. | .
Mike has roughly fifteen |
years of expetience with pho-
tography but has never taken a 3
course. He tells SPEC, “I have |
never taken any courses. I
learned everything over time on
my own. I have had contracts [
and leases for photos in previous |8

years.” )
His shots of the Northern
Lights were taken with a Nikon |u§
D5500. He suggests that a Dslr

or mirrorless camera and even
some cellphones can capture the
aurora. He is a fan of Nikon

self-taught photographer who
relocated to the Gaspé two
years ago. He reflects, “It was

Local photographer Mike MacLellan took this stunningly beautiful shot in New Carlisle at 1:30

probably one of the best things
I've ever done in my life.”

cameras and he plans to upgrade
his camera body in January. Mike
states, “The lens you use and how much light it can allow in is cru-

cial as well. I shoot auroras and other night sky subjects using Sigma
18-35mm f1.8 lens. It's a nice wide angle so you get a lot of your
subject in the frame and the aperture (amount of light let in) can be
quite wide! With Auroras... long exposures are needed. I generally
shoot between 5 to 30 seconds depending on the moonlight,
brightness of the foreground, and brightness of the auroral”

He is most interested in shooting Northern Lights and storms.
He also enjoys photographing landscapes and wildlife. He says,
“The sky is nature's painting... and you choose how to capture it!”
He is a semi-professional photographer and has sold his work to
many clients, including contracts and leases on photos with local
businesses.

Born and raised in Nova Scotia, Mike then lived in New
Brunswick for 13 years before relocating to the Gaspé two years
ago. He extols the beauty of the Gaspé Peninsula which offers,
“Amazing skies, like many places in the world... but there is a di-
verse amount of terrain! Mountains, rivers, lakes, beaches, farm-
land, waterfalls... the list goes on! Moving to the Gaspésie was
probably one of the best things I've ever done in my life!”

Mike is grateful for the many people who have seen and liked his
photos on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. He has received con-
siderable attention for his photos of the beautiful auroras over the
recent long weekend. For those who love to view the Northern
Lights, Mike informs us that in 2025 we will see maximum peaks,
so expect to see more auroras and possibly even bigger shows.

If you want to see more of Mike MacLellan’s work, go to Peak
to Sail Photography on the platforms mentioned to see more of
his amazing photos.

Bonaventure
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a.m. on Saturday, September 3, 2022, of the Billingsley family s ancestral home.

Northern Lights - Nature’s light show

@ Diane Skinner

The Northern Lights appear to
be magical but can be ex-
plained by science. The North-
ern Lights also called the
aurora borealis appear in our
region most often in Septem-
ber. Aurora borealis translates
as “light of dawn.” This year
was not a disappointment. For
those who kept watch on the
night skies on the Gaspé re-
cently, they were rewarded
handsomely. The vibrant
colours dancing across the sky
were spectacularly beautiful.
In the southern hemisphere,
the lights are called the aurora
australis.

The Northern Lights appear
when tiny particles from the
sun hit the earth’s atmosphere.
These particles provide energy
to atoms and molecules in
gases in our upper atmosphere.
The atoms and molecules can-

not hold their energy and
quickly give off that energy as
the colours of the aurora bore-
alis. The atmosphere is like a
giant blanket of gas that sur-
rounds our planet. It protects
us from harmful radiation
from the sun.

Different particles in our at-
mosphere make different
colours that we see in the
Northern Lights. Oxygen pro-
duces red and green light. Ni-
trogen makes blue light.
Because our eyes distinguish
green the best, we see green as
the brightest when viewing the
Northern Lights.

It is easier to spot the auro-
ras when it is very dark and
away from cities which pro-
duce so much light. The Lights
are most commonly visible be-
tween 60 and 75 degrees lati-
tude and in northern Canada,
Norway, Sweden, Finland,
Alaska, Iceland and Russia.

The Northern Lights are
most visible around the North
and South Pole. This is due to
the tilt of the earth’s axis.

Auroras can occur year-
round, but are most often too
weak to see. This is why they
are seldom observed from
May to July, when it is sunnier.
The strongest lights tend to ap-
pear between 9 p.m. and 2 a.m.
By 4 a.m. there is normally too
much daylight to see the au-
rora.

If you spot the Northern
Lights, you will see that they
appear to be “dancing.” At
times these displays are subtle
but, at others, they ripple and
flow with colours on full dis-
play. It is almost magical to
observe and how would our
ancestors have felt hundreds of
years ago when they did not
know the scientific explana-
tion of this beautiful phenom-
enon?

VYote-real.

Real issues. Real solutions.

Advance vote

Sunday, September 25"

and Monday, September 26"
From 2:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Your voice is important!

B4 / christian.cyr@plg.org

Stéphane Cyr, official agent

€) / ChristionCyrPLQ

General Election

Monday, October 3™
From 92:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Parti
Libéral*
Québec
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La Boutique “has seen worse” seasons

Cynthia Dow

Sales at the handicraft boutique in New Richmond started off slowly this June, and the
season never really took off. Treasurer Debbie McInnis Duthie told SPEC that, although the
final numbers are not yet tabulated, La Boutique brought in $1,000 less in sales compared
with last year. The nonprofit was also down considerably in terms of donations, receiving
$2,000 less. “It was not a great season, but we have seen worse,” Mrs Duthie said. She is
hopeful, once the final financial statement has been made, that the organization will have
enough to cover its expenses.

On closing day, Saturday, September 10, the last event was held as volunteers gathered
for the draw for a lovely quilt made by Madge MclInnis. The winning ticket was drawn by
president and founding member Blanche Fallow, and the lucky winner was Stacey Mooy of
Whitby, Ontario. Started in the 1970s, the nonprofit shop provides a place for local artisans,
painters, knitters, sewers, weavers and cooks to sell their goods to the general public. This
year more than 30 local producers sold their wares at this little log cabin in downtown New
Richmond.

" /

Photo: G. Gagné

Gaspé's Mgr Ross seniors residence is one place where
newly-trained health care workers are employed.

Difficult to retain beneficiary attendants
Nelson Sergerie, L1

PASPEBIAC - The retention of beneficiary attendants trained
during the pandemic is lower at the Gaspé Peninsula Integrated
Health and Social Services Centre (CISSS) than the provincial av-
erage.

According to data provided by the CISSS, of the 64 graduates
of the first three month training offered in June 2020, 31 were
still employed by the network as of September 7.

For the second cohort launched in June 2021, 11 of the 13
registrants are still working at the CISSS.

Thus, of the 77 who completed their training, 42 are still em-
ployed by the CISSS.

The retention rate of 56% is lower than the provincial average
of 81%. On the other hand, some have remained employed else-
where in the province, while others have found that this work was
not for them.

A three month training program in Grande-Rivi¢re and a nine
month program in Carleton-sur-Mer and Gaspé will be launched
this fall.

With the future Riviére-au-Renard Seniors' House, which will
need approximately 30 workers, students in Gaspé will be eligible
for a $9,210 scholarship if they work at the CISSS for one year
after the course.

Business & Professional Directory

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER

_;‘!5. . . ~ A
‘W . MP - Gaspésie—Les lles-de-la-Madeleine
d ¥ -

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Grande-Riviére office
418 385-4264

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office
418 764-2890

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

Magdalen Islands office
418 986-1489

New Richmond office
581 355-0060

.
T 418-364-7082 / 1-844-664-7082 !

PROUD PARTNER IN
YOUR CONSTRUCTION %
PROJECTS FOR

MORE THAN

45 YEARS!

&
cons’_tructionlfg.co) .

Gaspésie—Les lles | Cite-Nord | Bas-Saint-Laurent

= ENERGY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING

= BUILDINGS

w

AXIO

AXIO

arpenteurs-géometres inc.
land surveyors

151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1EQ

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géometre
C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géométre
C glag@axioag.com

/ Membre de I'Ordre
A des Arpenteurs-Géometres du Québec

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com
axioag.com

fENERGY

Are you

Driven to be

Discover our career opportunities!

" wwwishipENERGY com
. (]

Register now!

cegepgim.ca/english-section

# Cégep de la Gaspésie
‘ et des lles
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Gaspé Kidney Walk raises over $34,000

Nelson Sergerie

@

GASPE - The Kidney Walk
held on September 10 in
Gaspé has so far raised over
$34,000.

The honorary president of
the fifth edition and ardent
activist for the development
of the hemodialysis service
in the Gaspé Peninsula, Jean
Lapointe, is satisfied with the
amount raised so far. Dona-
tions will be accepted until
December 31. Nearly 200
people took part in the
march.

“It went well. The Kidney
Walk Committee is proud of
the result,” says Mr. Lapointe,
who points out that the funds
are used for research. A re-
covery fund is also in place
for people who need a finan-
cial boost.

The battle to improve he-
modialysis services in the
Gaspé Peninsula continues.
According to Mr. Lapointe,
seven people are waiting to
receive care in the Gaspé

Peninsula, a figure confirmed
by the Integrated Health and
Social Services Centre of the
Gaspé Peninsula.

“I find that the CISSS al-
ways waits until the Ilast
minute to move forward.
They are still waiting for pa-
tients to be in trouble to do
something,” says Mr. La-
pointe.

In August, the CISSS
launched the process to rede-
velop the hemodialysis room
at the Gaspé hospital in the
spaces left vacant by the
move of the emergency de-
partment to its new premises
in July 2021.

The area of the unit will
increase from 65 square me-
tres to 584 square metres, a
project that was estimated in
March at $2 million. The
seating capacity will increase
from three to four clients at a
time and the space is to be de-
signed to accommodate up to
six treatment seats by De-
cember 2023. “I'm satisfied,
but we've been in a closet for

The $34,000 raised during the walk was presented on September 10 in Gaspé

five years. It’s time,” Mr. La-
pointe does not hesitate to
say.

The CISSS also wants to
redevelop the hemodialysis
department at Maria Hospital.
The organization has just
launched preliminary studies
in order to set up a project
that will be submitted to the

Fabien Sinnett honoured for
the Birthplace of Canada site

Nelson Sergerie

&
GASPE - A tribute was paid
on September 10 to the found-
ing president of the Corpora-
tion Gaspé. The Birthplace of
Canada site was rebuilt in
2014 thanks to the tenacity of
Fabien Sinnett.

The corporation took ad-
vantage of its 20th anniver-
sary to pay tribute to the man
who had long dreamed of re-
building the site where he
lived for many years, which
was demolished in the 1970s
to make way for a shopping
centre and a boulevard.

The objective behind the
reconstruction of the site was
to preserve and showcase the
rich history of Gaspé and pro-
vide a gathering place on the
downtown waterfront.

Construction of the Pointe
O’Hara historic site began in
the summer of 2012 and was
carried out in two phases.

The first involved the con-
struction of the Three Nations
wharf and the construction of
five interpretation buildings.

The second included the
relocation of the road, the re-
location of the Horatio
LeBouthillier House, the con-
struction of the naval base as
well as the construction of the
Mi’gmaq longhouse.

The six buildings were
built according to information

mounting the tribute plaque to the founder of the Corporation
Gaspé, Birthplace of Canada, Fabien Sinnett.

available on the original build-
ings and with materials from
the time. It cost about $17
million.

The site was inaugurated
on July 24, 2016, 482 years
after the arrival of Jacques
Cartier in Gaspé.

In addition to the usual
speeches, an honorary plaque
to highlight the contribution of
Mr. Sinnett in the creation of
this site was unveiled and is
located at the entrance to the
site.

On the plaque, we can read
that the now 90-year-old
founding president is the main
craftsman who led to the con-
struction of this historic site.
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Mr. Sinnett dreamed for a
long time of its reconstruction
and with his audacity, his in-
sight and his tenacity, he real-
ized his dream for the benefit
of people from here and else-
where and the duty of mem-
ory.

The site tells the story of
Gaspé at different times.

The place has also become
a cultural and lively gathering
place for and by the commu-
nity with various activities
during the summer period.

The outdoors also occupies
a place this year with the
rental of various boats to nav-
igate the water in the harbor of
the York River and Gaspé Bay.

Photo: Mathieu L’Heureux-Roy

Ministry of Health for ap-
proval.

Currently, the region has
six hemodialysis chairs in
both Sainte-Anne-des-Monts
and Chandler and three in
both Gaspé and Maria for a
total of 18. Mr. Lapointe calls
for a decentralized service.

“The Rimouski nephrolo-

gists are down to four. They
are able to go around the
Gaspé at least once a month
to see patients rather than pa-
tients going to Rimouski. It’s
the least that can be done,”
says Mr. Lapointe.

Mr. Lapointe will not give
up the fight until he obtains
complete satisfaction.

Community organizations
share their priorities

Nelson Sergerie
Local Journalism Initiative

@

GASPE - On September 13,
the Liberal Party, Quebec
Solidaire and Parti québécois
candidates from the Gaspé
riding took part in a meeting
with the Cote-de-Gaspé com-
munity organizations.

Issues such as poverty,
mental health and housing
were addressed by the group
of community organizations.

“We wanted to know the
broad social issues that affect
the population and the groups
with which the organizations
work,” explains the head of
the Table of Community Or-

ganizations, Gabrielle
Neveu, who initiated the
meeting.

“The questions aimed to
see if the parties are commit-
ted to the social safety net.
There were some concrete

commitments, but the candi-
dates expressed great princi-
ples,” declared Ms. Neveu
who notes that the discus-
sion was adapted to the cir-
cumstances.

The absence of Conser-
vative candidate Pier-Luc
Bouchard and CAQ candi-
date Stéphane Sainte-Croix
was a disappointment. “For
sure we would have found
the comparison between the
different ideas interesting.
The organizations were there
to make their concerns heard
with a view to popular edu-
cation. But three out of five
in a very short electoral con-
text, it was satisfactory,”
says Ms. Neveu.

“But it would have been
nice to have the CAQ candi-
date to defend his party’s
record, which was criticized
by the other candidates pres-
ent,” Ms. Neveu concludes.
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CHANDLER MUNICIPAL UPDATE:

Vandalism costs Chandler $4O 000

Nelson Sergerie

@

CHANDLER - The Town of
Chandler is upset with having
had to spend about $40,000
due to a wave of vandalism
that hit the Town.

Traffic signs portraying a
child were installed in the
middle of the road to encour-
age motorists to slow down.
These were the targets of
malicious people.

The bill for the repair of
these panels alone amounts to
$8,000 at the rate of $800 per
sign. Ten were damaged.

Pro-mayor Bruno-Pierre
Godbout is angered by the
issue and shocked that people
can destroy signs that look
like children.

“We have $40,000 worth
of vandalism. When doing
the  municipal  budget,
$40,000 is equivalent to a 1
cent increase in the tax bill. It
is the citizens who pay at the
end of the day. I find it de-
plorable,” adds Mr. Godbout.

Earlier this summer, the
Circuit des batisseurs and the
town hall suffered damage, as
did the Rona stage.

In June, the mayor, Gilles
Daraiche, noted that in recent
years, the Chandler Marina
has been targeted by young
people who caused signifi-
cant damage.

Photo: Town of Chandler

This sign valued at $800 is one of vandalized signs.

Mayor Louisette
Langlois saga

Invoices are postponed in
the saga of the former mayor
Louisette Langlois. For now,
the town council refuses to
pay a new bill of $10,631
from her lawyer.

The costs are related to

legal preparation. The Town
is claiming the costs related
to her defence before the Mu-
nicipal Commission and the
disputes that ensued.

“We receive modified in-
voices, without details of the
dates. It's black all around.
The council requested verifi-
cation from our prosecutor.

Alexis Deschénes aims to improve
health services in Avignon West

Gilles Gagné

e

MATAPEDIA - In order to
meet the needs of citizens in
the western part of the MRC of
Avignon, the candidate of the
Parti Québécois in Bonaven-
ture, Alexis Deschénes, pro-
poses to improve the services
in the CLSCs of Matapedia
and Pointe-a-la-Croix so that
they are open 12 hours a day
for minor emergencies. He
shared his health proposals
during a September 12 press
briefing in front of the Matape-
dia CLSC. He was accompa-
nied by Jean-Paul Landry, a
resident of St-André-de-Res-
tigouche, who testified to the
poor services he received when
he had to go to Campbellton
Hospital.

"Currently, between 2,000
and 3,000 people do not have a
family doctor in the Bay of
Chaleur and must go to the
emergency room to have ac-
cess to a doctor. The result is
that the hospital emergency

rooms are overflowing while
60% of visits are for minor
emergencies. The citizens lo-
cated from Pointe-a-la-Croix to
the Plateaux of Matapedia
must go to the emergency
room of Campbellton Hospital.
However, | received many tes-
timonies from citizens of the
sector in the last year who say
they have been poorly served.
It is time to review service de-
livery in the sector,” says Mr.
Deschénes.

"After suffering a heart at-
tack this year, I had to wait
more than an hour and a half in
an ambulance before obtaining
treatment from the medical
team at the Campbellton Hos-
pital,” says Jean-Paul Landry.

Alexis Deschénes therefore
proposes to improve services
in CLSCs and to renegotiate
the agreement with New
Brunswick. Quebec now pays
to this province approximately
$10 million per year.

“We need to get more for our
money. We are proposing to in-

crease funding for CLSCs by
$500 million per year and to
rely on specialized nurse prac-
titioners and clinicians to im-
prove access to primary care.
The nurse will be responsible
for directing the patient to the
correct healthcare professional.
The patient can go without an
appointment to the CLSC,
which will be open twelve
hours a day," he says.

As for service delivery, a
Parti Québécois government
will adjust CLSCs’ manage-
ment. A board of directors
made up of users will be able
to better identify the needs and
services required.

"We want to decentralize
decision making and bring the
health system closer to the cit-

izens,”  explains Mr. De-
schénes.
He favours a working

schedule set up by the nurses in
order to avoid compulsory
overtime. The model was im-
plemented in the Charlevoix
area with great results.

We are going to check with
the Quebec Bar to find out if
it is normal to receive this
kind of invoice,” says Mr.
Godbout, who adds that the
Town's lawyers charged half
the amount for the prepara-
tion of the case which should
be heard in January.

“There are discussions be-
hind the scenes, but we are
starting to find that the
amounts are high,” adds the
elected official. Before this
new invoice, the sum of this
saga totaled $308,190.

Sale of the
marina building

Chandler is selling the
building near the marina in
an effort to revitalize this
area.

According to the pro-
mayor, Bruno-Pierre God-
bout, the Town does not have
the means to go ahead and
prefers to sell the building to
a private person. Promoters
have already come forward
for the building advertised at
$675,000.

The Town has set certain
conditions to carry out a pos-
sible transaction. “If we look
at the environment of this
sector, there is a beach and
boats that go there. It is cer-
tain that we do not want a
condo tower. We are really

aiming for a recreational
tourism project as we see
elsewhere in other municipal-
ities such as a distillery, a mi-
crobrewery with catering.
This is what we are aiming
for,” says the pro-mayor.

Currently, the building is
occupied by a restaurant, the
management of the marina
and public spaces.

The purchase
of a ladder truck

Chandler will still go
ahead with the purchase of a
ladder truck for the fire de-
partment, even though the
bill is over budget. The coun-
cil had set aside $450,000 for
the acquisition and the only
bid received was $465,000.

The Town validated with a
consultant whether the offer
was reasonable. “Despite the
rising costs, we will proceed.
We tried to negotiate and
there was no way to do it
with the only bidder. We
were at midnight minus one:
we bought it or we refused
it,” says Mr. Godbout.

The new vehicle will be
available in three months.
However, the Town obtained
a rental truck for free until
the arrival of the new one.
With this savings of $15,000,
the budget planned for the
purchase will be respected.
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Business . Professional

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

o Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

N Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 1Z0
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 + Fax (418) 752-6935

Gagnon Claveau Law
Firm

Isabelle Gagnon

Attorney and family law mediator

GAGNON
CLAVEAU

Full ,
bi,i: gga, Ann-Chloé Boudreau
services in | Attorney
the whole
Gaspé 418-392-3542
peninsula | Www.gagnonclaveau.com

info@gagnonclaveau.com

TECHNDOCENTRE

Qur services :
Support | Training | Tools TIC

Leading the region’'s digital transformation

ITC Technocentre Gaspésie-Magdalen Islands
163, Commerciale Street West, office 101
Chandler (Qc) GOC 1KO
technocentre-tic.com

GAEL TREMBLAY

Notary and legal counsel

E\IRC':EMBLAY & BARRIAULT, NOTAIRES
119B Perron Blvd West
New Richmond, (Québec) GOC 2B0
Tel.: (418) 392-5282
Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Tremblay
&Barriault

Notaries and legal counsel

FULLY
BILINGUAL
SERVICE

Local

Advertising
That Maker the Cut

T e = et

= Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501
At Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price

- Bilingual Service

- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

IS——[hnhmmwmmn
ROYAL LEPAGE
J———

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca

“ Friendly bilingual service

from Matapedia to Port Daniel
19 years experience

By Appointment

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

GROUPE

OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

@)

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

EE———— .

To reach the anglophone
population, advertise in
The Gaspé Spec!
Contact our
Advertising Representative
Heather Imhoff
581-233-2062
gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com

Poro Pieds de la Prae

Major V. D.
Hoot Cure Cechrucian

oANQ

%xwuw

Service in the comfort of your own home.

418-752-3670
NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!

AVAILABLE TREATMENTS
Health Checkup / Thick nails
Nail maintenance / Corns / Calluses
Nails with fungus or mushrooms
Ingrown toenails / Plantar warts
Preventive care for diabetics
Massage on certain reflexology points
Insurance receipts available
Appointment only / Bilingual service
Gift certificates are available

ASSOCIATION DES
UROTHERAPEUTES
DU QUEBEC

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

CLINIQUE D'OPTOME
D09099000

L’EMERILLO

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East  418-689-5553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553

Harnois

Energies

Hzo Mobil

YOUR MULTI-ENERGY SUPPLIER

Diesel | Gas | DEF
Heating oil | Lubricant

Available everywhere in Gaspésie.
125, Route 132, Bonaventure (QC) GOC 1EO | 418 534-2777 harnoisenergies.com
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The Queen, her Coronation and the Canadian contingent

Diane Skinner

@

NEW CARLISLE: The De-
laney family of New Carlisle
has a proud tradition of military
service. Just this week some
amazing photos of Private
Leonard Delaney were shared
with SPEC by his son Jim and
Aunt Hazel and they are very
timely.

Leonard Delaney was part
of the Canadian contingent that
was sent to London to be part
of Queen Elizabeth II’s corona-
tion. 1n 1953 in London, Eng-
land,a young man from the
Gaspé Peninsula marched with
other members of the Canadian
Forces in the Queen’s Corona-
tion Procession

Private Delaney (who would
later become Sergeant Delaney)
was born in New Carlisle in
1930 and served his country.
Two of his proudest moments in
his military life were being part
of the young Queen’s corona-
tion and meeting the Queen at
an official function again in Ot-
tawa in 2010!

He was one of a family of
11 children, seven boys and
four girls. All seven of the

brothers were veterans of the
Canadian military and one of
the sisters. His brother, Hudson
Delaney, lived in New Carlisle
until his passing about ten years
ago. One brother, Morris, was
killed in Hong Kong. Their
mother was chosen more than
once to be the Silver Cross
Mother on Remembrance Day
ceremonies. A Silver Cross
Mother is chosen each year to
lay a wreath on behalf of all
mothers who have lost children
in the service of their country.
Leonard passed away in 2018
and had been married for 56
years to his wife, Ann. He met
her while in England at a pub
owned by Ann’s uncle. At the
time Leonard was a member of
the Royal Canadian Regiment
that had been serving in Ger-
many.

SPEC spoke with Leonard’s
widow, Ann, and she proudly
recounted some wonderful
memories of Leonard meeting
the Queen. In 1953 he was a
member of the Canadian con-
tingent that was part of the
Queen’s Coronation. The next
day, the newly crowned
monarch personally pinned a

Pictured above is Leonard Delaney in 1953 keeping guard out-
side Buckingham Palace. He was selected to be part of the
Canadian contingent who participated in the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth I1. A little moment in history.

Photos: elae F: amily

Leonard Delaney had another opportunity to meet Queen Elizabeth in 2010, when he was 80
vears of age and wearing the very same “Dress Blues” he wore in 1953/

medal on every member of the
Canadian soldiers who were at
her coronation.

Mr. Delaney met the Queen
in 2010 and his wife Ann ac-
companied him that day and
took photos. Remarkably, Pri-
vate Delaney wore the same
“Dress Blues” he had worn all
those years before!

Ann says that both she and
her husband were great sup-
porters of the monarchy and
consider themselves ‘Royal-
ists.” She adds that he remained
a fit and active gentleman play-
ing golf and walking regularly
right up until he passed away in
2018.

The President of the New
Carlisle Legion, Tammy Chat-
terton, shared some photos of
the two Delaney brothers
(Leonard and Hudson) that are
displayed in the Legion. Other
veterans of this remarkable
family can be viewed there.
The room is respectfully main-
tained by the Legion and pho-
tos are sometimes shared on the
Legion’s Facebook page. We
shall not forget.

A young man from New
Carlisle, Leonard Delaney, met
Queen Elizabeth at her corona-

|ITF
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Private Delaney was a member of Canadian Forces that were part of the Queen s coronation pro-

cession in 1953. (Leonard in back row, right)

=

tion in England in 1953 and
that memory is still proudly
shared by his widow Ann and
his son Jim as well as other
family members. He is not for-
gotten. The grace and service

of that young Queen are re-
markable. Leonard Delaney got
to witness that first-hand. She
met those men from Canada the
next day to thank each of them
personally for their service.

)]
Family Ties JOB OFFER
Family Ties is searching for a Coordinator to implement a
Canadian Heritage Cultural Project entitled
“Back to Nature: Hunting and Fishing in the Gaspé
Through Stories, Arts and Crafts”

The responsibility of the coordinator is to increase the
Official Language Minority Communities pride and sense of
belonging in their community by inspiring English speakers
of different ages from New Carlisle and surrounding area to
explore the folklore centred around hunting and fishing and
give the Official Language Minority Communities skills to
express their experiences through a range of cultural
activities.

e Strong communication skills: both oral and written

e Excellent writing and grammar skills required

e Dynamic, self-motivated, organized, self-reliant
e Must have a valid driver’s license and have own means of

transportation

e Computer skills necessary including the ability to create
publications

e Flexible hours — Evening and weekend work may be
required

e Bilingualism will be considered an asset
e Successful applicants will be required to pass a police
screening

Education / Work Experience

e Post-secondary education required
e Relevant work experience will
consideration

be taken into

Salary and Work Period:

e The salary of the coordinator is $20 per hour

e 28 hours of work per week

e The duration of the work is from October 3rd, 2022 until
August 25th, 2023

We thank all candidates for their interest, however, only
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Please forward resumes to Heather MacWhirter at
familyties@telus.net no later than September 26th, 2022.
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Reflections
by

Diane Skinner Flowers

Tradition isn’t
what it used to be

The British monarchy is steeped in tradition and we have
witnessed a great deal of that tradition over the past few
weeks as the funeral of Queen Elizabeth IT unfolded. We
have witnessed Britain’s new monarch, King Charles III,
with all the pomp and circumstance that surrounds the in-
vestiture of the new king,

Traditions are those customs and beliefs that are passed
on from one generation to the next and can be formal (like
installing a new King) or informal (putting up the Christ-
mas tree on December 1 every year). To be termed a tradi-
tion, the custom must have existed for a long time.

Are traditions important? Should we follow traditions
and, if so, why?

How we celebrate holidays is most likely akin to the way
our family did when we were children. Where did our par-
ents’ traditions come from - their parents before them, and
so on? The details may differ slightly but chances are many
family traditions have been passed from one generation to
the next.

My gaspesian mother used to tell us stories about her
Christmases as a young child when there was not a lot of
money and few gifts. But many of her early traditions we
have kept, but altered them slightly. We continue to eat
turkey and other traditional family foods, such as mashed
potatoes, gravy, turnips and carrots mashed together. My
mom received an orange in her Christmas stocking and we
always served a fruit platter with loads of citrus choices.
We make our stuffing the age - old way — with the addition
of lots of winter savory grown right on the Gaspé Penin-
sula. Christmas is a time when traditions connect us to our
ancestors.

Tradition is our culture. Tell me your family traditions
and I will know a bit about who you are and where you
came from. I have Scottish heritage and we always make
traditional Empire biscuits, those delectable double short-
bread cookies sandwiched together with a spoonful of
strawberry jam, iced with thin vanilla icing and topped with
a maraschino cherry. Wouldn’t be Christmas without them!

Traditions are not just about Christmas and all are crit-
ically important. They are not just what we do, but who we
are and who we were. These ways of celebrating things,
both big and small, give us a sense of belonging and com-
fort. It is the glue that holds a family and even a culture to-
gether.

Doing things in the same way provides a blueprint for
life. These ways of doing things provide a sense of be-
longing. Research shows that children who know about
their family’s heritage and customs feel that they belong.
Regular family Sunday suppers tell children that family is
important.

Having family rituals shapes who we are. The rituals
were part of our childhood and we pass that on to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. It is part of the circle of life.

We all have a personal history and are a part of a larger
family history. It is our identity. It brings a sense of secu-
rity.

The traditions do not stay exactly the same (“Tradition
isn’t what it used to be”) but changes over time and with
the times but they still connect us to those who have gone
before us, even in a modified form, and that is important.

Why do we say...
by Gary Briand

About three years ago, Mrs. White, the wife of a deceased former childhood play-
mate of mine, phoned to ask if | would explain " ... be careful with the water or you'll
drown the miller..."

| must apologize for the delay in answering the lady's request. It took me three
connections with Scotland to solve the enigma. Complicating things, too, were my
move to Pointe Claire and declining health.

The woman's query arose from her frequent recollection of a phrase often heard
by young girls who were helping their mothers or grandmother prepare to bake
bread.

When it would come time to pour water on the mixture, the older woman would
caution the younger helpers to be cautious with the amount of water poured over
the ingredients, for too liberal an amount would "drown the miller."

| found the expression common in Wakeham and York and even Sandy Beach. It
was unknown in Douglastown and Barachois. | spoke with a researcher at York Uni-
versity who informed me that the expression was common in rural Ontario. He put
me in touch with a gentleman at the university of Glascow in Scotland who explained
the following:

In fifteenth century Scotland scones and bread were often mixed at a common
grist mill driven by a wheel with paddles. The miller took an integral part in the
process, assuring that water was not wasted. His standing among the bread mixers
gave rise to the admonition " ... not to drown the miller."

We do know that the majority of Wolfe's army came from Scotland and many set-
tled at Sunny Bank in 1761. Could it be that the expression still heard in Gaspé orig-

inates from them? We think so.

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20
This should be a very inter-
esting week, Aries. Money
matters will be at the heart of
it. Figure out what you want
to do with the extra cash that
you have accumulated.
TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21
Treat everyone with a bit of
caution, Taurus. Some per-
son in your circle may need
a little extra support this
week, and your calm and
even approach could be just
what’s needed.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, this week has the
potential for a few bumps in
the road that could be
avoided if you simply slow
down a bit. Think things
through or you could trip
yourself up.

CANCER — Jun 22/Jul 22
An exciting few days lie
ahead, Cancer. You may be
tempted to spend much more
than you usually would.
Have fun, but keep track of
your finances.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, even if you have plans
to hang out with friends,
something at home could
crop up that will need your
immediate attention. Be flex-
ible and at the ready.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, find balance where
you feel out of sync. Maybe
you have been having rela-
tionship woes or seem out of
touch with family. Make an
effort to respond to these
feelings.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, even if your best plans
do not work out, that doesn’t
mean you have to scrap
everything and sulk. Make
the most of what worked and
build on that.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you may find your-
self in a situation that tests
your levelheadedness in a
big way this week. It could
throw off your equilibrium
when your plans go awry.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov
23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, focus on com-
munication in the days to
come. The ability to commu-
nicate effectively will be a
true asset as you work more
with others.

CAPRICORN — Dec 22/Jan
20

A problem that arises may
initially seem insurmount-

able, Capricorn. But you’re
more than capable of over-
coming this obstacle. Look
to Pisces for help.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb
18

Are you ready to take action
and get to work, Aquarius?
An unexpected home project
has fallen into your lap, and
it will take some effort to get
it all done.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
You could wind up learning
something simply by letting
the wind take you where it
will, Pisces. Firm plans are
unnecessary this week.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 23
Ryan Reynolds, Actor (46)
OCTOBER 24
Wayne Rooney,
Manager (37)
OCTOBER 25
Nancy Cartrwright, Actress
(65)
OCTOBER 26
Seth MacFarlane, Actor
(49)
OCTOBER 27
Lonzo Ball, Athlete (25)
OCTOBER 28
Brad Mondo, Stylist (28)
OCTOBER 29
Winona Ryder, Actress (51)

I am an actress and talk show host
born in New Jersey on October 2, 1970.
| was a cheerleader and ballet dancer
during high school. | spent 12 years
on an ABC soap opera before landing
a gig as a morning talk show host.

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to surfing.
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Announcements

( ! \ In Memory

MACKENZIE: Warren W.].

May 3, 1931 - September 25, 2019.
We cherish the memories. Loved forever.
Wife Edith and son Warren.

SIMON: Courtney

In loving memory of dear father, father-in-law,
grandfather and great-grandfather who passed away

September 21, 2002.
As time unfolds another year,
Silent thoughts of times together,

Hold memories that will last forever.
Forever in our hearts and sadly missed by Eleanor,
Clayton, Garfield, Sandra, Carolyn, Donald, Frank

and families.

/ Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary\
Lowell and Joyce Watt!

quote.

Announcements
Deadline: Wednesday at 4 p.m. to appear in fol-
lowing week’s issue.

Obituary/ Wedding: $40 (picture +$5) for up to
300 words. If it is more we will give you a quote.
All other announcements: $30 (picture +$5) for
up to 20 lines. If it is more we will give you a

Items must be typed and can be
submitted by mail or online.

\

August 11, 1962

60 years together, seems like yesterday.

Love Always,

Randall (Amanda), Allan (Sandie), Gary (Aya),
Linda (Marc-André), Brent (Mélanie), Kent
(Sylvie), Kirk (Adelle), 18 grandchildren and

two great-granchildren.

The New Carlisle
Funeral Association
extends sympathy to the family of
Hélene Lapointe

(Mrs. Martial Woods) <

/ €

s

SALES REP:

Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

CLASSIC

MEMORIALS

Steven Imhoff

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

418-752-6041

/

COAST ROUND-UP

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

COAST ROUND-UP

PORT DANIEL:

Three Star
Golden Age Club
Tuesdays: Pétanque from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. every Tues-
day evening to have fun and
learn a new game. Cost is

$3.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel Meetings
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Break-
ing of Bread for believers.
Drive-In Gospel Meetings will
be held at Fair Haven Bible
Camp in New Carlisle Sun-
days at 2 p.m. In case of
rain, meetings will be held at
the Bible Chapel. All are
welcome — invite a friend!
Sponsored by the New
Carlisle Bible Chapel.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study. For more informa-
tion: 418-752-3372 or 418-
752-6011.

NEW CARLISLE:
LLB Membership
Please note that member-

ship renewals for the Linda
LeMore-Brown Foundation
will start on October 15,
2022 for the 2023 year. You
can renew your membership
by sending $20 cash, e-
transfer or cheque by mail
to: C.P. 219, 168 Gérard D.
Levesque, QC GOC 1Z0 or
in-person on Tuesdays or
Fridays between 9 and 11
a.m. For more information,
please call 418-752-7223.
Thank you.

NEW CARLISLE:

Royal Canadian
Legion Branch #64
Please be advised that Le-
gion memberships are avail-
able for $45. Returning and

new members welcome.
Saturdays: Open at 1 p.m.
Everyone welcome.
September 23: Darts be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. Every-
one welcome.

September 27: Special
meeting concerning Legion
by-laws beginning at 7 p.m.
October 4: General meet-
ing at 7 p.m. at 1 Mount
Sorrel, New Carlisle.
October 7: Music with

Tammy Adams beginning at
8:30 p.m.

October 29: Halloween
dance beginning at 9 p.m.

NEW CARLISLE:
St. Andrew’s
Anglican Church

Due to Covid-19, St. An-
drew's Anglican Church, New
Carlisle is holding a Harvest
Supper Fundraiser Campaign
for 2022. Please bring your
donations to St. Andrew's
Sunday Church Service in an
envelope with your name
(and church envelope num-
ber if applicable) marked
"Harvest Supper Donation".
You can also give your dona-
tions to Norma Chedore
(418-752-6214) or Chris
Fraser-Ward (418-752-
6837). Thank you in ad-
vance for your continued
support.

NEW CARLISLE:
Heritage New Carlisle
Annual AGM
Heritage New Carlisle will
hold its Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday,
September 28, at 7 p.m,,

at the New Carlisle Town
Hall, 138, Boulevard Gérard-
D. Levesque, New Carlisle.
The Canada Economic de-
velopment for Quebec Re-
gions (CED) investment will
be discussed. HNC has re-
ceived money under the
Canada Community Revital-
ization Fund (CCRF). The
goal of this project is to up-
grade the Kempffer Cultural
and Interpretation Centre,
which will include a com-
plete colour change for the
Kempffer building. Refresh-
ments will be served. Come
and hear all about it!

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50 Plus Club
October 7-9: Fall Fest.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room
Reopens
The book room will be re-
open every Wednesday from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. beginning
October 5. Anyone who
needs assistance can con-
tact Kathleen at 418- 392-

4896.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS:
The winners for the
week of September 4
are: Danielle Bourdages,
Roland Cloutier, Roxane
Leblanc, Sarto Perron, Sylvie
Gallien, Doris Mercier and
Jonathan Fyfe.

UNITED CHURCH

NEW RICHMOND
Sunday, September 25

10 a.m. Service

UNITED CHURCH

HOPE TOWN
n m
No Service

r2

ANGLICAN
CHURCH
OF CANADA

Sunday, September 25
NEW CARLISLE
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
HOPE TOWN
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
SHIGAWAKE
10 a.m. Morning Prayer
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Hydro
Québec

presents

in collaboration with

ZERImP T

EE;E” R

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

5:30 p.m

Grosse Isle

MRC Avignon Stage

Free

8 p.m.

Le Tranino with Yaélle Azoulay: call. Traditional dance evening

Congress Center

Stand $10/ Sit $15

11 p.m.

Dominique Dupuis

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8

10-5p.m.

Public market

Microbrewery Le Naufrageur

Cégep Court

$15

$3 (admission fee to access the site)

12 p.m.

Various shows MRC Avignon Stage, activities for children held by
Satourne Circus School

Cégep Court

$3 (admission fee to access the site)

1p.m.

Fernand Alain

Studio at the Quai des arts

$22

8 p.m.

Cédric Dind-Lavoie and Le Vent du Nord

Studio at the Quai des arts

$35

10:30 p.m.

Les Grands Hurleurs with Nicolas Pellerin

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9

10-5p.m.

Public market

MRC Avignon Stage

Cégep Court

$15

$3 (admission fee to access the site)

12 p.m.

Various shows MRC Avignon Stage, activities for children held by
Satourne Circus School

Cégep Court

$3 (admission fee to access the site)

1 p.m.

Folkloric gathering

Studio at the Quai des arts

$10

7 p.m.

Porteurs de pas

Studio at the Quai des arts

$25

9 p.m.

Les Veillées de La Virée Trad with the artists participating in this
21th edition. Jam Session. Welcome to all trad musicians

MRC Avignon Stage

SPECIAL DEALS AND DISCOUNTS LA VIREE TRAD PASSPORTS

Free

Complete programming

and ticketing at
www.festivallaviree.com

Pour veiller tard
Dominique Dupuis +
Les Grands Hurleurs

Aweille au Studio
Le Vent du Nord and Cédric Dind-Lavoie
+ Porteurs de pas

55° 25°

Or 418 3649822 | 1

Pied au plancher
Dance evening + Le Vent du Nord
and Cédric Dind-Lavoie

En virer toute une !
Access to all shows

403 100%

PROMOTER
OF THE EVENT

" access to the site is included with each passport
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