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Lobster season off to a good start in Saint-Godefroi

® GILLES GAGNE

SAINT-GODEFROI - The
lobster fishing season kicked
off on the right foot in Saint-
Godefroi and the surrounding
wharves on April 29 and 30,
as the weather was just about
perfect, with practically no
wind and a temperature that
hovered between 3 degrees in
the wee hours of the morning
and close to 10 degrees by
lunchtime.

Shigawake’s Jeffrey Vau-
tier, who has not missed a lob-
ster season in over 35 years,
points out that the Saturday,
April 29, trap-setting opera-
tion was the fastest since he
started fishing. He was also
glad the following day with
his landings which were be-
tween 800 and 900 pounds.

A storm then occurred over
the first two days of May, but
the fishermen based in Saint-
Godefroi all went out on May

e

Charles Briére (right) is starting the season as a captain, after having acquired a boat and
a licence. He is shown here with fisherman helper Daniel Gignac.

1 before the gale. Some fish-
ermen, however, preferred to
stay at the wharf the following
day. The wind had gone down
a bit but the waves were still

quite large.

The results of the April 30
landing were relatively good
as most fishermen met by the
SPEC landed between 600

and 1,200 pounds of lobster.
This volume would have been
exceptional 12 or 15 years ago
but is now considered an av-
erage season start, consider-
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ing the remarkable improve-
ment of the state of the re-
source over the last 15 years.

The big question remains
the price that will be paid to
the fishermen, an answer that
will likely only be given
around May 15.

“We will receive a base
price for now and it will be
adjusted later when we get
the price of the Magdalen Is-
lands,” says Jeffrey Vautier,
referring to the price determi-
nation process adopted a few
years ago by one buyer, Réal
iere firm, Poisson salé
gaspésien.

Since then all the other
buyers have adopted that
same method. The first lobster
landings in the Magdalen Is-
lands were expected on May
8, and it takes a week to get a
fair market price that fits in

Cont'd on page 9 o

Saint-Elzéar sawmill becomes the Sociéte du
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie’s newest customer

® GILLES GAGNE

NEW RICHMOND - After nu-
merous attempts to get the As-
sociation coopérative forestiere
of Saint-Elzéar to ship lumber
by rail, the Société du chemin
de fer de la Gaspésie (SCFG)
has landed a trial load. On May
5, a car was loaded in New
Richmond to be sent to On-
tario.

The attempts to attract this
new client were made on nu-
merous occasions over the last
decade and, at times, even prior
to 2013. “We are starting with
one car. We would like it to be
a regular thing, as in loading
two or three cars per week,”
says Luc Lévesque, director
general of the SCFG.

Back in the 1990s, the
Saint-Elzéar sawmill regularly
shipped lumber by rail. The
owner of the Matapedia-Gaspé
line at the time, Canadian Na-
tional (CN), put much effort in
landing new customers before
putting the Matapedia-Chan-
dler part of the railroad up for
sale in July 1996.

The construction of the new railway bridge at Ruisseau-
Leblanc will progress rapidly over the coming weeks.

As a municipal entity, the
SCFG, initially called Corpora-
tion du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie, acquired the Chan-
dler-Gaspé section in March
1997, after reaching an agree-
ment with CN, which had pre-
viously tried to abandon it. The
Québec Railway Society, a pri-
vate company, took over the
Matapedia-Chandler stretch in
December 1996 and sold it to
the SCFG in 2007.

The fact that the Saint-
Elzéar Association coopérative
foresticre quit as a railway

The 73-foot long lumber car was spotted on May 4 by an
SCFG employee using a track mobile unit, and it was loaded

the following day.
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client can be attributed to a
number of factors: one being,
for many years, the relative
proximity of its clients, often
based in the Maritimes. Rail is
more competitive over longer
distances. The lack of trucks
and truck drivers, the cost of
fuel and environmental advan-
tages have convinced some
companies to come back to rail.

In the meantime, a signifi-
cant portion of the railway up-
grading project is progressing
very well at the municipal limit
of Caplan and Saint-Siméon, as
Construction Polaris, in charge
of replacing the Ruisseau-
Leblanc bridge since the spring
of 2022, installed the spans of
the new structure on May 4 and
5 after bringing in two heavy
duty cranes.

The work associated with
the $7.9 million contract will
likely be completed at the end
of June, or the beginning of
July, which is way before the
scheduled resumption of rail
traffic between Caplan and Port
Daniel which is expected to
occur at one point in 2024.



Demonstrations take place
throughout the Gaspé Peninsula
for International Workers' Day

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - Public sector work-
ers demonstrated on May 1 at
five locations in the Gaspé
Peninsula as part of Interna-
tional Workers' Day.

Under the theme We are
not taking advantage of infla-
tion! the demonstrations took
place in Cap-Chat, Carleton-
sur-Mer, Gaspé, Grande-Riv-
iere and Paspebiac.

“Currently, it is very diffi-
cult for workers. It is not true
that our salary increases cover
everything for inflation. In the
Gaspé Peninsula and the
Magdalen Islands, when we
look at housing, food, and
transportation, these are ele-
ments that affect us quite a
bit,” explains the president of
the Union of Education Work-
ers of Eastern Quebec, Anne
Bernier, who demonstrated in
front of the Cégep de la
Gaspésie et des Iles, Gaspé
campus.

The Quebec government is
offering public sector workers
9% for the next five years.

"Knowing that inflation is
much higher, the government
must understand that our pur-
chasing power can be mini-
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On May 1, a small group gathered at lunchtime in front of
the Gaspé campus of the Céegep de la Gaspésie et des lles.

mally what we had and even
increase it. This would be
necessary," says Ms. Bernier.

The Confédération des
syndicats nationaux (CSN),
the Centrale des syndicats du
Québec (CSQ) and the Al-
liance du personnel profes-
sionnel et technique de la
santé (APTS) unions have
mobilized to denounce that
the Quebec government is
doing nothing to contain the
housing crisis which has been
going on for several years
with access to housing be-
coming more and more diffi-
cult.

The coalition is also criti-
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cizing large grocery chains
which are taking advantage of
inflation to generate stagger-
ing profits creating a negative
impact on the cost of living
for a large part of the popula-
tion.

In Gaspé, there were only
about fifteen demonstrators
present.

“What is important is not
the number. We know that
the population is there with
us. On the other hand, to
mobilize, to go out, it takes
time and shows the heavi-
ness of what people are ex-
periencing,” comments Ms.
Bernier.
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A new roof for the C.-E. Pouliot School in Gaspé

Nelson Sergere

GASPE - The C.-E. Pouliot school in Gaspé will receive a $7.5 million investment over the next three

years to completely redo the roof.

Since the project is rather large, the Centre de services scolaire des Chic-Chocs will divide the

work into three phases.

"It's a very, very large area to cover and for work of this magnitude, school attendance must be

taken into account," says Josée Synnott, the director general of the Centre de services scolaire des

Chic-Chocs.

Work on the first phase, which is valued at $2.2 million, will start as soon as students are on sum-

mer vacation.

“In addition to the roof, the replacement of mechanical equipment that is at the end of its use-

tul life, such as fans, is planned,” adds Ms. Synnott.
C.-E. Pouliot welcomed its first students in 1972. The last time there were renovations (to the

roof) was in 1996 following a fire that ravaged the roof. Damage at the time was estimated at $3 mil-

lion.
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Right to Food:
A Consultation to Feed
Everyone with Dignity

Press release

NEW CARLISLE: - Quebec Collective Kitchens Association
(RCCQ) held a series of consultations throughout the province
with its members, allied partners and the public on the right to
food. On April 27, Family Ties hosted the only English con-
sultation on the Gaspé Peninsula and Magdalen Islands in part-
nership with the RCCQ. The consultation was held at the
Municipality of New Catlisle Town Hall where 13 people pat-
ticipated in exchanges about the right to food. The skyrocket-
ing cost of food, monocultures and toxic substances, among
other topics are of growing concern to citizens and highlight
the fact that food is not a recognized right in Quebec and that
it is high time to take action!

During the consultation, participants shared their opinions
and experiences on the challenges they face to gain access to
food with dignity and offered many solutions to improve the
situation.

The results of the consultation indicate that the right to
food is a critical issue for many people in the MRC of Bonaven-
ture.

Participants stressed the need to ensure access to quality
food for all, regardless of socio-economic status or place of
residence.

The many consultations allowed the RCCQ to understand
the issues related to the right to food and the regional differ-
ences. This fundamental right, recognized by the United Na-
tions and by Canada, is broken down into these components:
accessibility (to food), availability and stability (of supply), ad-
equacy (adequacy of food) and sustainability (of food systems).

Regional consultations have generated a growing commit-
ment and have raised awareness of this important and urgent
issue. The RCCQ hopes that the results of these consultations
will help create concrete actions to ensure fair access to food
for all Quebecers.

The public will, while powerful, is insufficient to guarantee
the right to food. This is why we are asking the government of
Quebec to implement, protect and enforce the right to food in
the province.

The results of the consultations will be collated and will
allow the Quebec Collective Kitchens Association (RCCQ) to
draft framework legislation allowing the entire population of
the province of Quebec and future generations to be fed with

dignity.
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57?!1?5 month’s activity: Container Gardening

D *Space is limited. Please RSVP by Monday, May 15th

I message to the Family Ties Facebook page.
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Growing Wise Together
JdActivities for Seniors

Family Ties is pleased to present monthly
garden activities for seniors.

Please join us:
Wednesday, May 17th, 2023

1:30-3:30 PM
Online by Zoom Ozoom
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to Melissa Mercier at 418-752-8891 or by private
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This project is funded in part by the Govemment of Conada’s
New Herizons for Seniors Program
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| Prior to the seizure, there had been several
living conditions and the poor state of the dogs.
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MAPAQ seizes 95 dogs
in Pointe-a-la-Croix
and Escuminac

® GILLES GAGNE

POINTE-A-LA-CROIX - The
Quebec Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Food
(MAPAQ) seized 95 dogs on
May 2 from properties on
chemin de la Petite-Riviere-du-
Loup and rue des Méandres in
Pointe-a-la-Croix, as well as a
property on Shipyard Road in
Escuminac, following a series
of inspections, including one
carried out during the third
week of April.

The operation was con-
ducted jointly with the Streté
du Québec and MAPAQ col-
laborators who provided serv-
ices for 74 adult dogs and 21
puppies. In April, the ministry
received a complaint from the
Municipality of Pointe-a-la-
Croix after receiving reports
from citizens concerned about
the fate of the animals.

The MAPAQ usually needs
to be informed by a municipal
authority that a situation may
require at least an inspection.

"It was judged that the rules
to ensure the well-being of the
animals were not respected,
rules concerning shelter, nutri-
tional aspects and the general
condition of the animals,"
specifies Johan Dallaire-Boily,
spokesperson for the MAPAQ.
He has for now no specific de-
tails on the condition of the 95
dogs, many of which remained
to be assessed the day follow-
ing the seizure. Mr. Dallaire-
Boily also explained that it is
sometimes necessary to allow
time between inspections and a
seizure when it becomes in-
evitable. The inspection carried
out in mid-April was reported
by some regional media out-
lets.

“The operation is being car-
ried out with various partners

to assist us, in addition to the
assistance of the Sdreté¢ du
Québec. You have to make sure
you have the required number
of cages, and accommodations
with our partners in the region
concerned, the Gaspé Penin-
sula, and perhaps in the Lower
Saint Lawrence. It is certain
that there are logistics to be re-
spected in relation to a similar
operation. The dogs must be re-
located and assessed by a vet-
erinarian,”  explains  Mr.
Dallaire Boily.

People who bought animals
from the owner of the places
where the seizure was carried
out reported on social media
that some of these dogs had
wounds, that they were dirty
and that they sometimes had
erratic behaviour.

Sgt. Claude Doiron, the
spokesperson for the Stireté du
Québec, specifies that the po-
lice did not face any resistance
at the scene of the operation.

Johan Dallaire-Boily indi-
cates that now the MAPAQ
team must complete its inves-
tigation before submitting a file
to the Criminal and Penal Pros-
ecutions Department at the
New Carlisle court house.

“We have 90 days to file an
offence report and, after that, it
no longer depends on us, but on
the judicial system, if it judges
that there are grounds to file
charges. A first offence (for
failure to ensure animal wel-
fare) can lead to a fine ranging
from $1,000 to $250,000. A
second offence can lead up to
18 months in prison,” says Mr.
Dallaire-Boily.

The president of the Baie-
des-Chaleurs Animal Protec-
tion Network, Mia Ste-Marie,
writes that the members of her
organization are "happy with
the outcome of the intervention

Police report

On April 28, Jean-Marc Ferland, 35, who resided in Port-Daniel over a period of a few years, pleaded
guilty to various charges of a sexual nature involving violence. He received a five-year sentence to be
served in a federal penitentiary. Quebec Court Judge Janick Poirier sided with the agreement that had
recently been reached between the criminal prosecutor and the defence attorney. Jean-Marc Ferland
will also have his name placed on the sex offender list for the next 20 years and he must provide a
sample of his DNA.

The agreement reached between the prosecution and the defence covers 5 of the 11 charges filed
in October 2022 against Mr. Ferland, which included sexual assault, assault with a weapon, assault,
sexual assault by choking and assault by suffocating, “The facts admitted extended over a long pe-
riod, first in Bedford in the Eastern Townships, and then in Port-Daniel,” specifies the criminal pros-
ecutor at the New Catlisle courthouse, Maxime Rocheville-Paradis.

“The out-of-court agreement saves the victim from a long and painful testimony,” adds the pros-
ecutor, to explain the withdrawal of important charges. Initially, Jean-Marc Ferland was also accused
of human trafficking, forcing someone to commit an act of bestiality, pimping, of obtaining a pe-
cuniary benefit from pimping and of having participated in a sexual assault with another person, on
the same victim. The identity of the victim is protected by the court, as are any identifying details.

“He has been imprisoned since October. He had four years and 56 days left to serve in the fed-
eral penitentiary as of April 28, since there was a period of preventive detention,” says Attorney
Rocheville-Paradis, who had opposed a release from prison at Ferland's bail heating, a month after
the charges were filed.

Although there was not an official publication ban, The Gaspé Spec had chosen not to identify
the accused in the fall of 2022 to protect the identity of the victim. The April 28 judgement changes
that situation.

These crimes admitted by Jean-Marc Ferland were committed between September 1, 2018, and

September 22, 2022. The investigation began at the end of September and the indictment took place
in early October.
At 7:30 p.m. on May 2, a body was discovered by a passerby in Sainte-Anne-des-Monts. The body
was found very close to a brook behind a gas station on Boulevard Sainte-Anne Ouest. Sergeant
Claude Doiron, the spokesperson for the Streté du Québec, explains that the death was not recent.
“We can say that it is the body of a man but we cannot say more. An autopsy and a coroner’s re-
port will be needed before we can add to this information.” For the moment, the Streté du Québec
is not connecting this discovery and the disappearance in November 2022 of Julien Harrisson, a
man from Sainte-Anne-des-Monts, who is still missing. The identification methods used by the coro-
ner will likely involve the use of the man’s dental record.

Convicted of several counts of sexual offences against two minors in Gaspé, Louis-David Coté, 22,
will be sentenced on September 26. In January, Mr. Coté pleaded guilty to charges of luring from a
computer and sexual contact with a teenage gitl at the C.-E. Pouliot high school, as well as having
made available sexually explicit images of a second victim under the age of 18. The defence attor-
ney has already told the court that he intends to challenge the one-year minimum sentence for this
type of offence. He will send a document to the Attorney General of Quebec at the end of June.
His client has no criminal record. The events alleged against Louis-David Coté occurred in 2021
when he was 20 years old.

The trial of Jonathan Rail, 39, from Pointe-a-la-Croix, charged with aggravated assault with a weapon,
is scheduled for August 17. Mr. Rail, who has a criminal record, allegedly injured his victim with a
knife following an altercation in November 2022 on Chaleur Street in Pointe-a-la-Croix. The victim
was taken to the Campbellton Hospital Centre to treat serious but not life-threatening injuries.
Jonathan Rail opted for a trial by judge alone. He was released on bail last fall, under numerous con-
ditions.

Sory Keita, who is suspected of an attempted robbery at a McDonald's restaurant in Gaspé in

November 2022, will return to the Percé Courthouse on May 29. Mr. Keita escaped a closed ther-
apy centre on March 7 but turned himself in seven days later. He was attending therapy to help with
his drug addiction problem. Criminal prosecutor Isabelle Gavioli, from the Percé Courthouse, op-
posed the release of Sory Keita on April 12, however, Judge Denis Paradis opted to give Mr. Keita
a second chance so that the accused could reintegrate in the therapy from which he had escaped in
March.
Following Sareté du Québec’s Operation Influence, which was held last March, many roadside checks
targeting mainly alcohol and drugs among vehicle drivers took place, as the police maintained their
efforts to tackle one of the main causes of fatal collisions and serious injuries in Quebec. A total of
11 arrests were carried out during March. Six drivers were arrested for driving with a blood alcohol
level above the legal limit, while five others were arrested for driving under the influence of drugs.
The police officers of the Rocher Percé MRC detachment in Chandler remind drivers of the many
risks associated with driving while impaired by alcohol and drugs, in particular the risk of causing a
fatal collision. Checks for impaired driving will continue throughout the summer throughout all re-
gions in Quebec in an effort to make the road network safer.

carried out by the MAPAQ, a
process that may seem long for
some people, but which must
be rigorous and must follow a
protocol. It requires a lot of
planning in order to be able to
house the seized animals. We
are talking about 74 dogs and
21 puppies. These are animals
that will require professional
care, a health assessment by a
veterinary team and a desensi-
tization process. Dogs are so-

cialized for up to six months.
After that, it's desensitization,
because they haven't been so-
cialized and they have devel-
oped quite particular beha-
viours,” she notes.

The dogs seized are mostly
golden doodles, a variety ob-
tained from a mix between a
golden retriever and a poodle.

The owner of the properties
where the seizures were made
sold the dogs but, recently, after

apparently being overwhelmed
by the number of dogs or per-
haps fearing a MAPAQ inspec-
tion, he gave some away, a
situation criticized by the Baie-
des-Chaleurs Animal Protec-
tion Network because most of
the dogs need an evaluation
made by a professional, as well
as specific care. Those evalua-
tions cannot be carried out by
the MAPAQ once a dog has
been given away or sold.
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Editorial section

Gilles Gagné

Commentary

Recyclables: going back
to outdated methods
is a lame idea

Those who are dedicated to using their blue bins
and recycling their household materials wonder, at
least a few times every week, what to do with item
packaging. Is it reusable? Is it recyclable?

Thirty years or so after implementing sorting
centres, where our waste is sorted and distributed
for various recycling purposes, a lot of people are
still unsure about which items are actually recycla-
ble.

The reason is relatively simple. Our waste man-
agement authorities, which go beyond the Environ-
ment Ministry, have not established clear rules and
valid incentives to increase the amount of waste
that bears recycling potential. Moreover, the indus-
tries selling us their products have shown way
more interest in marketing than caring for human-
ity’s future, which is threatened over the long term
by various factors, including the way we manage
waste.

It was in the early 1990s when the pick-up for
recyclable material was first introduced. A few
years later huge containers were made available,
usually alongside popular locations such as public
buildings, municipal garages and arenas. Citizens
wishing to recycle could bring their plastic, glass,
paper and metal to these locations.

Later the use of blue containers was introduced
with variable levels of enthusiasm. At first, the
container was an open hard plastic box, before
being replaced by a larger closed container. Thirty
years later, a large percentage of citizens take the
disposal of recyclables seriously. However, em-
ployees at sorting centres still find diapers, bags of
dog poop and even moose carcasses at times.

However, garbage found mixed with recycled
material is not the main problem slowing down the
recuperation rate of plastic, glass, paper and metal
in Quebec. Outdated packaging habits and weak
packaging rules represent the biggest hurdle.

Plastic, for example, stands out for many rea-
sons. Plastic micro-particles poison our environ-
ment. They literally make people sick by
accumulating in the human body. Collectively, we
consequently have to cut down our plastic con-
sumption and increase the recuperation of the plas-
tic we still need.

According to Recyc-Québec data, 60% of the
plastic used in the province, and likely in the rest
of North America, is not recyclable. It means that
no matter the level of citizens involvement, more
than 60% of the plastic used daily goes to a landfill.
Add to that the proportion of recyclable plastic sent
to a dump while it should have been recycled.

The imposition of strict packaging norms could
change that reality relatively quickly. It is some-
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thing that should have been done decades ago.

That negligence also explains why we often
look at some packages, and wonder if it is recycla-
ble or not.

Europe’s example

All packaging should first be down-phased and
recyclable. In most European countries, packaging
has to be recyclable. In fact, there are directions on
it to indicate the nature of that packaging: card-
board, plastic, metal, which part is made of what,
and how it should be disposed of.

At the other end of the environmental practice
spectrum, non recyclable packaging currently rep-
resents a volume of 1.9 million tonnes of material
sent to landfills yearly in Quebec. This is roughly
500 pounds per citizen annually.

Instructions like what is used in Europe are
sometimes present here but it is still a marginal
phenomenon. Refusing to buy items not respecting
certain packaging norms would be an outstanding
start at sending manufacturers a strong message
that the world is changing. Indicating to a store
manager why we don’t buy products symbolizing
poor environmental practices would also yield re-
sults. Store managers receive bonuses when they
reach sales targets, which isn’t exactly a good eco-
logical practice to start with.

Besides this aspect though, if they are notified
that people refrain from buying certain items be-
cause of poor environmental practices, notably
packaging, you can be sure that the message will
reach the management at the manufacturer. If hun-
dreds, not even thousands, of such messages, are
sent, packaging practices will change.

If our governments join the movement by im-
posing rules forcing manufacturers to adopt clean
and healthy practices, the whole society will gain
immensely. We will not clog our landfills in a
record time and we will subtract micro-particles
from the water we drink and the food we eat.

Forget about old methods

The useless amount of waste treated in sorting
centres creates twisted reflections. A number of de-
cision makers wonder if Quebec should abolish se-
lective sorting at home. We would all put our waste
in garbage cans, the way we were doing 35 or 40
years ago!

Then, the sorting operation would be carried out
in huge facilities, downstream, considering the al-
leged efficiency of new technologies.

This “solution” comes without a doubt from
people associated with companies that have some-
thing to sell. Those companies care very little about
the poor quality of recyclables that would be ex-
tracted from bulk waste, paper dirtied by straw-
berry jam, and broken glass stuck on plastic
containers with the assistance of honey or dog

poop. This goes without talking about the poor
working conditions prevailing in such facilities.

Going backwards is rarely, if ever, a way to
move ahead. Time has proven that the majority
have adopted disciplined recuperation practices
and one can think that such practices would be im-
proved if 52% of Quebecers didn’t think that some
of the recyclables they sort out at home go straight
to a landfill.

Most people have known for years that grade 6
plastics, the cheapest plastic, usually presented in
the form of thick bags or thin containers, don’t
make the cut in the sorting centre and are sent di-
rectly to the dump. How is it that North America is
permitted to still use them widely?

How is it that glass bottles are not all consigned,
thus giving money to their users who bring them
back to stores? Some stores will argue that their
storage space doesn’t allow it. How about setting
up an every-second day pick-up routine? If the vol-
ume of glass improves, it will be profitable to do
so, economically, environmentally and socially.

For example, beer bottle consignment was es-
tablished in 1808. That was 215 years ago. By sim-
plifying the sizes of jam, mustard, mayonnaise,
honey and whatever glass containers are used for
food, it would be possible to consign them. In an
era where there are worries about finding the ma-
terial utilized to make glass, it would be bright to
limit the crushing operation taking place when the
recyclable truck unloads blue bins.

Beer bottles can be reused between 14 and 20
times before being rejected and since they are con-
signed prior to rejection, the glass is recycled with-
out contamination problems that would stem from
the other material found in blue bins.

Up to 98% of beer bottles are reused. The worst
recuperation percentage of other consigned con-
tainers hovers around 65 and 70%, which is still
fair. It is generally higher. That proportion would
improve even further if consignment could be im-
posed on a wider range of containers like wine bot-
tles.

The Quebec government, which is less ad-
vanced than most other Canadian provinces in con-
signment, was supposed to increase on November
1, 2023, the number of containers worth money
when brought back to stores. It recently back-
tracked and will adopt a step-by-step approach,
limiting improvements to aluminum.

The environmental file will therefore remain
one of the weak points of the Coalition avenir
Québec government, while our society should ac-
celerate the pace.

It sure looks as if, once more, the leadership will
come from sensitized citizens instead of from high-
ranked government officials.

The multiplication of bridges, tunnels and roads
is not the solution for the future.
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The mayor of Gaspé hands over the
presidency of the Union of Quebec Municipalities

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - After completing
two one-year terms, Daniel
Coté, the mayor of Gaspé,
must give up his position as
president of the Union of
Quebec Municipalities
(UMQ).

Union by-laws dictate that
a candidate cannot hold this
office for more than two
terms.

Mr. Coté had set three
main objectives in his two
years as union president:
adaptation to climate change,
open relations with First Na-
tions, and immigrant labour
and regional development.

“In all three cases, I think
we have made quite signifi-
cant progress. Everything is
not perfect. All is not settled.
I arrived at the start of my
mandate in a planetary crisis
which was the pandemic and
I am leaving in a planetary
crisis which is inflation. We
couldn't settle everything in
the space of two years,” ex-
plains Mr. Coté.

He notes that governments
have paid hundreds of mil-
lions for climate change.
There has been significant
progress with the First Na-
tions and the UMQ will hold
a summit on decentralized
cooperation internationally.

As far as regional devel-
opment is concerned, the out-
going president notes the
community's  cooperation
with the mining and forestry
sectors and the many inter-
ventions in transportation.

“Intercity transportation:

Photo: N. Sergerie

The mayor of Gaspé ended his mandate as president of the

UMQ on May 3.

we did a lot of interventions.

Air transportation: it has
been brought back to the
forefront on the national
scene. Nobody was talking
about it. Everyone was look-
ing at it, but no one wanted to
touch it. By talking and con-
vincing, we managed to put
stakeholders at the same
table," maintains the ex-offi-
cio president who recalls that
he was the first Gaspesian to
occupy this position in 100
years, in addition to being the
youngest elected official to
be the head of the organiza-
tion.

At the regional level, Mr.
Coteé believes that his time as
the head of the UMQ has
made it possible to position
the region at the provincial
level.

“For the people here, the

network of contacts and in-
fluence from this corner of
the country is possibly what
people here will remember. |
hope other Gaspesians will
take these steps to get there.
It is good for our towns, and
our regions to have these net-
works. I can confirm it: when
all the ministers know you,
know your town, know your
issues, it gives a boost when
we present a file,” says Mr.
Coté.

A file that the ex-officio
president would have liked to
settle is the whole question of
interregional transport.

“I would have liked to
have heard more from Ot-
tawa and Quebec. In Quebec,
we ended up moving again,
after the pandemic, on air
transport. I may be in too
much of a rush, but I would

Conservative Jean-Pierre Pigeon
no longer comments on political news

Nelson Sergerie

SAINTE-ANNE-DES-MONTS - The

president  of  the

Association for the Gaspé Peninsula and
the Magdalen Islands can no longer
comment on current affairs because of
his functions within the Conservative

Party of Canada.

In January, Jean-Pierre Pigeon became
the organizer of the Conservative Party
Association in eastern Quebec.

Now occupying a position of an
administrator rather than a politician, Mr.
Pigeon explained that he must therefore
be reserved, referring journalists to the
Conservative Party for comments on

current affairs.

Mr. Pigeon, also indicated that he
would be stepping down as president of
the regional association at the next

scheduled general meeting.

Conservative

W on political news due to his administrative
B duties within the Conservative Party.
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like us to go faster on this
kind of file. It's not a regret,
but I had hoped to have better
results,” says Mr. Coté.

The mayor of Gaspé
maintains that the town has
not suffered from his pres-
ence on a provincial scale.

“The provincial political
agenda resembles the agenda
of the Town of Gaspé,” he
says, mentioning, for exam-
ple, the arena or the lack of
housing.

“Whenever we have
provincial files, in the vast
majority of cases, we link it
to local files. By having all
the cell phone numbers of the
ministers in Quebec, it seems
to me that it gives me inter-
esting contacts I would not
have if it were not for the
presidency of the UMQ. For
the rest of things, we are
clearly well equipped. With-
out the presidency, I would

not have this address book
and contacts in my pockets.
When it's time to move
things forward, it's going to
go even faster,” says the
mayor.

Succession

Daniel Co6té, the mayor of
Gaspé, and Mathieu La-
pointe, the mayor of Car-
leton-sur-Mer, will remain on
the executive committee of
the Union of Quebec Munic-
ipalities following the board
meeting held on May 3. The
mayor of Varennes, Mon-
térégie, Martin Damphousse
is the new UMQ president.

Cathy Poirier, the mayor
of Percé, however, will no
longer sit on the executive
committee.

The UMQ held its 101st
annual meeting in Gatineau
from May 3 to 5.

The Association

communities of Quebec.

QCNA GENERAL MANAGER
JOB POSTING - April 2023

The Quebec Community Newspapers Association (QCNA) is a 42-
year-old association dedicated to the professional and economic de-
velopment of English-language and bilingual community newspapers
serving Quebec’s minority-language communities.

QCNA provides advocacy, government representation, marketing and
promotion for member papers and is engaged in the professional and
economic development of newspapers serving the English-language

The association's 30 member newspapers distribute weekly, biweekly,
monthly and daily to some 384,000 readers across the province.

The Opportunity

To fulfill its mandate, the association has an immediate opening for a
manager who can oversee the daily operation of its office and super-
vision of a small staff. The successful candidate will report to the
board of directors and assist with planning and executing programs
prioritized by the board.

Abilities

- The board is seeking a university-educated, bilingual, well-orga-
nized individual with experience in budgeting and bookkeeping
practices
Knowledgeable about project-writing and reporting
Demonstrated experience in executive leadership and a solid un-
derstanding of board meeting procedures, recording minutes and
related compliance issues
Strong written and oral communication skills
Ability to represent the association to government bodies
Skilled at forging strategic partnerships and expanding existing
networking alliances
Grant writing experience
Project-writing, management and reporting skills
Capable of working autonomously to assist the volunteer board of
directors fulfil its strategic objectives
Keep member newspapers informed of programs and opportuni-
ties

Our Offer
The association offers a competitive salary and benefit package to the
right candidate.

If you believe you have the qualifications and interest in working with
a dynamic team of volunteers and member newspapers committed to
local journalism, please send a cover letter and resume by email to:

Brenda O’Farrell, Interim President
Quebec Community Newspapers Association
president@qcna.qc.ca
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VIA Rail reservation system no
longer offers the RéGIM shuttle

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

CARLETON-SUR-MER -
The overhaul of the VIA Rail
reservation system is forcing
the Gaspé Peninsula Intermu-
nicipal Transportation Board
(RéGIM) to abandon its sum-
mer shuttle that transported
travellers to the train in Camp-
bellton, New Brunswick.

The R¢GIM Board of Di-
rectors is not taking this deci-
sion lightly. “We are very sad
to announce this withdrawal
of service. The decision was
made following an announce-
ment by VIA Rail that there
would be no more partnership.
VIA Rail changed its reserva-
tion system at the start of the
year and there is no longer any
room for connection part-
ners,” explains RéGIM direc-
tor Marie-Andrée Pichette.

The RGIM would have to
develop a reservation platform
to make links with VIA Rail
clientele, which would have
been a complex task.

"There was a lot at stake
and a lot of complexity for a
small team like ours," says
Pichette about developing an-
other software. She adds that
the shuttle was operating at a
significant deficit.

The R¢GIM is still open to
reconsidering its decision, but
VIA Rail mentions in a press
release that there is no possi-

SERVICE DENAVETT

| VIA Rail Canadi

The REGIM VIA Rail shuttle will not be running this summer.

bility of integration.

"We are launching a new dis-
patch system at the Transit
Authority in the next few
weeks. We will see how our
system could support the de-
velopment of a component
that could take reservations
from VIA Rail in the future.
But the decision was an-
nounced too recently that we
didn't have time to develop the
system for this summer," says
the director, who says there is
still a possibility for a shuttle
during holidays or next sum-
mer.

The suspension of this
service adds to the difficulties
for people travelling to and
from the region.

“These are major chal-
lenges. This is a major con-
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cern, both at the rail level, as
well as for the bus and air
travel. What we want is to
have as many interregional
means of transportation as
possible. We continue to work
to get VIA Rail to Gaspé,”
says the president of the Table
of Prefects for the Gaspé
Peninsula, Mathieu Lapointe,
who also points out that the
table works on the transporta-
tion issue almost daily.

The shuttle was created in
2017 to replace the train that
has not been running since
2011 to Gaspé and 2013 to
New Carlisle. A Christmas
shuttle has also existed for a
few years now.

Last year, the shuttle had
76 departures and transported
400 passengers.

Renée Condo nominated
for the Sobey Art Award

® GILLES GAGNE

GESGAPEGIAG - Renée
Condo, a Mi’gmagq artist from
the community of Gesgape-
giag, is one of five Quebec
artists appearing on the list of
candidates for the 2023 Sobey
Art Award, which is the most
prestigious honour awarded to
contemporary Canadian visual
artists. The stakes are high
since the big winner of the
contest will receive $100,000.

The National Gallery of
Canada unveiled the names of
the 25 candidates on April 25,
which includes five from
Montreal. Of the five Montreal
nominees, two are teams of
two artists. Renée Condo, 43,
who is from the community of
Gesgapegiag is one of the five
nominees from Montreal. She
uses the technique of bead-
work to create large-scale
works of art that explore the

Page 6, May 10, 2023 - Spec

Renée Condo could win the
most prestigious honour
awarded to contemporary
Canadian visual artists.

links between the Western vi-
sion of the world and that of
her community.

All nominations will be re-
viewed by an independent jury
composed of one distinguished
representative from each of

Canada’s five regions: the At-
lantic Provinces, Quebec, On-
tario, the Prairies and the
North, and the West Coast and
Yukon. The jury also includes
one international juror. T h e
jury will oversee the selection
process and establish the long
and short lists as well as the
winner of the award.
The Sobey Art Award is rec-
ognized as one of the world’s
most generous privately
funded prizes for contempo-
rary visual artists and is open
to Canadian artists of all ages.
This year a total of
$400,000 in prize money will
be awarded: $100,000 to the
winner, $25,000 to each of the
shortlisted artists, and $10,000
to the remaining longlisted
artists. In addition, the five
shortlisted artists will be fea-
tured in an exhibition at the
National Gallery of Canada in
the fall of 2023.

‘k
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Cynthia Patterson has been fighting to maintain rail service in
the Gaspé Peninsula for 35 years.

Coalition of Gaspesians for
the return of the VIA Rail
passenger train is disappointed

® NELSON SERGERIE
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PERCE - The Coalition of
Gaspesians for the return of
VIA Rail's passenger train
says that the rail carrier has
chosen to put intermodality
aside with the redesign of its
reservation site.

This decision forced the
Gaspé Peninsula Magdalen Is-
lands Intermunicipal Trans-
portation Board (RéGIM) not
to offer the VIA rail shuttle
this summer. That service al-
lowed users to meet the train
in Campbellton.

"It's difficult because here,
in Gaspésie, we are in a horri-
ble situation in regional pub-
lic transport and now it's even
worse," says the spokesperson
for the coalition, Cynthia Pat-
terson.

For the Coalition, it is in-
conceivable that, in 2023, the
VIA Rail’s new reservation
system is less efficient than
the former one, considering
that we are in a time of phe-
nomenal technological devel-
opment.

"It's a choice. If there is a
will from VIA Rail and the
federal government, VIA Rail
can take a different option. It's
not that the technology doesn't
exist, it's their choice, and that
choice is not acceptable,” says
Ms. Patterson.

In the context of climate
change and Canada's commit-
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ment to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, the situation is
inconceivable.

“Our federal government
has made national and inter-
national legal commitments to
make choices (and VIA Rail’s
decision) prevents people
from taking the train or the
RéGIM. This is not accept-
able,” adds the spokesperson.

She appeals to both entities
to correct this aberration.

The Coalition is currently
campaigning for the return of
the VIA Rail train to New
Carlisle as soon as infrastruc-
ture permits, as a first step to-
wards restoring full service to
Gaspé.

A possible regional bus
carrier will then be necessary
in order to optimize this pub-
lic transport service by bring-
ing passengers to the train
stations east of New Carlisle.
The rail carrier has been re-
peatedly saying for years that
the Chaleur train service will
only resume to Gaspé once
the rail is rehabilitated and
safe.

Quebec has promised that
the railway will be renovated
to Port-Daniel-Gascons in
2024 but has still not submit-
ted a budget or timetable for
the  Port-Daniel-Gascons-
Gaspé section.

In early April, the coalition
started an online petition. As
of May 5, just over 14,800
signatures had been collected.




CSSS UPDATE:

First midwife hired for the Cote—de—Gaspe area
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SAINTE-ANNE-DES-
MONTS- The first midwife in
the Cote-de-Gaspé area has
been hired.

The project, which has been
in the works for 10 years, was
finally submitted to the Min-
istry of Health last September.
The funding was granted in
December.

Alexandra  Ross-Rioux,
who is the midwife hired to
serve the Cote-de-Gaspé area,
will work part-time until Sep-
tember and then be available
full-time to expecting mothers.

Between now and Septem-
ber, “She will upgrade her
training with the Birthing Cen-
tre to be comfortable with
childbirth. She will begin a
three-year contract on Septem-
ber 4,” says the Assistant Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the
Integrated Health and Social
Services Centre (CISSS), Con-
nie Jacques.

The midwife will build
bridges between the various
stakeholders and, subsequently,
offer all services in partnership
with the Perinatal Centre of the
Parenfant family home in
Gaspé.

A shrinking deficit
The CISSS projected deficit
is shrinking by half, going from
$7 million to $3.5 million on
February 25, the date of the last

reading for the 2022-2023 fis-
cal year.

Contributions from the
Government of Quebec during
this period explain the de-
crease. “We had confirmations
from the (Health) ministry of
funding that we were expect-
ing, but that we could not enter
on the books. We expect a few
messages like that over the next
few days,” explains the presi-
dent and CEO of the Gaspé
Peninsula CISSS, Martin Pel-
letier.

Since its creation in 2015,
the CISSS has never had a
deficit, but Mr. Pelletier re-
mains cautious about this ob-
jective at the end of the fiscal
year on March 31, the last ele-
ments of which have not yet
been accounted for. "I couldn't
say enough about that," he
says.

The CISSS has asked Que-
bec for additional funding, in
particular, to cover certain costs
of independent labour and
COVID-19 related expenses.

80% of specialist
positions are filled
The region’s shortage of
medical specialists is in spe-
cialties that are greatly affected
by a labour shortage, making
recruitment quite difficult.
One in five positions has
not been filled, but the CEO
prefers to speak of the 80% of
the workforce positions that are
filled. Mr. Pelletier says that he

The Cote-de-Gaspe will have ztsfrstfull-tzme midwife by the

fall of this year.

considers 80%, an excellent
performance.

Not easy to attract
new specialists

“It is not just our region
that is rural. It is a question of
the volume of activity, and the
mode of practice. All of that
has to be considered,” says
Martin Pelletier.

In addition, the needs are
in very specialized sectors.
“The shortcomings we have
are glaring throughout the
province. This is not obvious
at the psychiatric level among
others. In geriatrics, we have
just recruited one (specialist)
in Haute-Gaspésie. Another
one is missing. In urology,
two radiologist (positions) are
to be filled,” explains the
CEO.

Towards sustainable
development

Sustainable  development
will be reinforced within the or-
ganization. The global situation
makes it essential. Mr. Pelletier
mentions that the principle of
sustainable development was
mentioned back in 2010 within
the Gaspesian network.

Measures are already in
place and the organization
wants to go further by setting up
a committee to reflect on them.
“We really want to set up a sus-
tainable structure that will allow
us to have actions from the mo-
ment something starts, for ex-
ample, in renovations. We will
try to take in all the angles. We
already have electric vehicles.
We have some interesting
things, but which must be main-
tained and developed,” states
the CEO.

The implementation of the
brown bin will be a challenge,
admits Mr. Pelletier, especially
in the kitchens and cafeterias.
Its absence in the Bay of
Chaleur for the moment is also
an issue. A follow-up of
sustainable development will be
done with each board of direc-
tors.

More expensive for
hemodialysis in Gaspé
The reorganization of the he-

modialysis service at the Gaspé
hospital will cost more than ex-
pected.

The Gaspé Peninsula CISSS
is at the preliminary plan and
specifications stage, but the $4
million budget will be insuffi-
cient.

“The professionals have
submitted estimates and they
are higher than the budget we
had established. We are working
on finding ways to optimize
construction costs to get as close
as possible to the initial

budget,” says the director of
technical services, Harris
Cloutier.

Steps are being taken to seek
additional funds from the Min-
istry of Health. The site will be
moved to the former emergen-
cyunit of the Hotel-Dieu hospi-
tal in Gaspé. The number of
seats will increase from three to
four, in a room that will be de-
signed to accommodate six. The
project is currently delayed. It
was supposed to be completed
by December.

A pilot project to counter unintentional
drugging and sexual assault at festivals

® NELSON SERGERIE
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GASPE - Organizations and
summer festival organizers are
joining forces with the Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-
lands Women's Groups Round
Table to combine their expert-
ise to create a pilot project to
combat unintentional drugging
and sexual assault during festi-
vals.

The Festif & Safe project
can count on the organizations
Mi-Chemin de Gaspé and the
Calacs de la Gaspésie et des
[les-de-la-Madeleine, along
with collaboration from the
Festiplage in Cap-d'Espoir,
Bleubleu in Carleton-sur-Mer,
Festival musique du bout du
monde in Gaspé and the Sea
Shacks in Sainte-Anne-des-
Monts.

The program aims to put in
place effective and guilt-free
prevention measures for the

victims.

Events that occurred in
2022 during festivals in the re-
gion led the table to create this
partnership.

“Being an organization for
the defence of collective rights,
we had a lot of questions about
it. We know that women are
often the victims. There was a
call for projects with funding
and we realized that it would be
interesting to work on this
component and create new
partnerships with cultural or-
ganizations. It was a great door
opener,” says the Table’s proj-
ect officer, Sara Ternoir.

“Each festival expresses its
needs to us. We look at what is
being done in the festive space
to allow for safe spaces for peo-
ple who might feel the need.
We wanted a title that would be
comprehensive in both French
and English. We also want to
train targeted people in the or-
ganization on how to act when

we witness an attack or invol-
untary intoxication,” explains
the project officer.

Documentation will also be
produced for awareness and
prevention.

"We bring a feminist per-
spective to all the measures al-
ready in place. We will also
make our work visible. Poster
material will be very visible to
indicate that there is zero toler-
ance," adds Ms. Ternoir who
could not quantify the incidents
that took place at Gaspesian
festivals last year.

"The most important thing
is to create spaces with people
identified and aware of the
issue and to be a resource per-
son for a person who could be
experiencing an attack," con-
tinues Ms. Ternoir who reflects
on the measures to be taken if
ever there was an attack.

Festivals hope that by prac-
ticing the principle of zero tol-
erance, it is hoped this kind of

Photo: Festiplage website

The project wants to avoid situations such as those that al-

legedly occurred last year.

unfortunate incident will not
happen.

According to the table, sev-
eral initiatives already exist to
ensure the safety of women in
this type of situation elsewhere
in Quebec and around the

world.

This project is made possi-
ble thanks to the financial sup-
port of the Regions and
Rurality Fund of the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs and Hous-
ing.
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Fisheries study submitted to elected officials

® NELSON SERGERIE

CARLETON-SUR-MER -
The Regroupment of Gaspe-
sian MRCs wants to get closer
to the fishing sector following
a commissioned study that al-
lows elected officials to better
understand the scope of this
vital industry for the regional
economy.

“We realized that we didn’t
know much about the fine de-
tails of this sector. What we
wanted was a specific portrait
by MRC to know the particu-
larities of all fisheries in all
MRCs,” says the president of
the regroupment of Gaspesian
MRCs, Mathieu Lapointe.

The 250-page document
produced by researcher
Gabriel Bourgault-Faucher of
the Institute for Research in
Contemporary  Economics
(IREC) makes several obser-

vations.

Marie-Eve Gagné-Lévesque’s
death linked to epileptic seizure

Nelson Sergerie

NEW CARLISLE - Coroner Renée Roussel concludes that the
cause of death of Marie-Eve Gagné-Tévesque is possibly related
to an epileptic seizure triggered by the stress experienced during
the trial of her ex-husband David Guy, who was sentenced last
September to four years in prison for spousal abuse.

On August 17, Ms. Gagné-Lévesque, 37, was discovered un-
responsive at her home in Riviere-du-Loup by family members,
only days after she testified against her ex-husband who assaulted
her for years.

Ms. Gagné-Lévesque was severely abused by her spouse. She
received multiple injuries, including several head injuries over a
long period of time, and was deprived of medical care and med-
ication.

In March 2021, Mr. Guy attacked her with a hammer, strik-
ing her several times in the head which resulted in Ms. Gagné-
Lévesque being hospitalized.

Ms. Gagné-Lévesque suffered from epilepsy from a young
age. The coroner’s report mentions that these multiple head in-
juries may have aggravated and caused new forms of epilepsy
not documented in the medical file because she was deprived of
medical care for so long.

The document also mentions that the years of violence left
physical, psychological and emotional scars.

Faced with this portrait of health, Coroner Roussel writes
that it is not surprising that during the month of August 2022
during the trial of her ex-spouse where she had to appear and
testify, she felt a lot of emotions and anxiety.

The information gathered during the investigation suggested
that the victim suffered almost no seizures during the period
prior to her death. She, however, had one on August 11 and a
second on August 17 which was fatal.

Among the recognized factors that can increase the risk of
having an epileptic seizure, stress is one of the major contribut-
ing factors.

“We feel the impact of cli-
mate change in the fishing in-
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dustry, the challenge of mar-
keting within Quebec, and that
of maintaining the ownership
of companies at the Quebec
level are among the challenges
raised,” says Mr. Lapointe.
“All the people inter-
viewed for this study want to

work in collaboration with re-
gional elected officials. We
can work together on different
files,” says the president.

The group intends to fully
analyze the document and to
be better prepared to act in the
future.

"It's the first step. We are
going to make a game plan to
see how we intervene. But,
clearly, the stakeholders in the
fishing industry want to work
with the municipalities, the
MRCs and the group. We'll
see how we're going to do it,”
says Mr. Lapointe, who will
take the next few months to
achieve this.

The work of supporting
and financing projects will
also be part of the analysis.

The IREC document is
presented as an informative
tool aimed at providing MRCs
with an analysis and reference
framework to establish priori-
ties for action and informed
decision making.

The research also warns of
the concentration of the sector

GO FOR A

on snow crab and lobster,
which are experiencing strong
growth. Betting everything on
these two species is an "aber-
ration".

“There are lessons to be
learned from the collapse of
groundfish stocks in the early
1990s to avoid repeating the
same mistakes,” the document
states.

The study documents, in
detail, the contribution of each
of the fisheries in each of the
MRCs as well as the value of
landings over several years,
but does not provide an over-
all value of the economic ben-
efits of this sector.

Last summer, a study
commissioned by  the
Grande-Riviere Economic
Development  Corporation
and conducted by the firm
Raymond Chabot Grant
Thornton, estimated that the
fisheries sector in the Gaspé
Peninsula generated around
$800 million in spinoffs,
$329 million coming from
the Rocher-Percé MRC.
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LOBSTER:
o Cont'd from cover

the accounting equation cho-
sen by the Magdalen Islands
fishermen, therefore, an accu-
rate remuneration for the
Gaspé Peninsula lobster fish-
ermen will only be known on
May 15.

Another lobster fisherman,
Francis Vautier, expects a fair
price for this year’s lobster.
“Even if the price of snow crab

has gone down quite a bit (by
66% so far this year), we are
talking about two different
products. Almost all the snow
crab is frozen before being
sold. Most of the lobster is sold
alive. The demand for lobster
remains strong. I expect a good
price this year,” he says.

In 2022, the average price
for lobster in the Gaspé Penin-
sula reached $7.95 per pound,
the second highest in history,
after $8.51 in 2021.

o

The first two days of the season bring more peol;fe than usual

to the wharf, waiting for family and friends to come back,

and check how it went.

Photo: G. Gagné
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Although the morning was quite crisp, Ty McRae, who is almost 7 months old, kept watch
Jor the safe return of his Grandpére, Captain Vincent McRae and his dad Jason McRae
who were both aboard the Cindy Steeve.

Photo: Kayla Major

Give a

bscription

at can be
ed all
ong!

Page 9, May 10, 2023 - Spec



MUNICIPAL UPDATE:
Chandler changes its approach for the federally owned whart

® NELSON SERGERIE

CHANDLER - Chandler is
still interested in the federally
owned wharf but only for
recreational tourism purposes.

For years, the Town of
Chandler has wanted to take
over the wharf while main-
taining an industrial vocation,
but its main client, Mclnnis
Cement, does not have enough
volume to transship to ensure
the profitability of the infra-
structure.

“The only major industry
was Mclnnis Cement. We met
the company and presented a
business plan. The company
replied that the quantity was
not sufficient to justify 25
years of service,” says the
mayor of Chandler, Gilles
Daraiche.

A business plan has been
filed with Transport Canada,

but Ottawa needed confirma-
tion from the client since the
plan focused exclusively on
this deal.

“At the time, the quantities
given of what could have
passed through the Chandler
wharf were much larger than
those received recently. We
looked at the file with the con-
sultant and with the new data,
we realized that it was not
profitable,” adds the director
general Roch Giroux.

The town did not want to
let go of its initial plans but
the industrial vocation was no
longer feasible.

A new plan is now in the
works. “It is to negotiate with
Transport Canada for a more
recreational tourism project.
We don't want Transport
Canada to come in and say
there's no customer, tear it
down and rock it. We want

more than that,” says the di-
rector who points out that
there is also a marina nearby.

The town will call on the
Member of Parliament for the
Gaspé Peninsula and the Mag-
dalen Islands, Diane
Lebouthillier, to obtain her
support for this project.

"We hope to make the best
of the situation," says Mr.
Giroux.

Large garbage pick-up

Chandler could do some of
the large garbage pick-up this
spring. The MRC must dis-
cuss the file with the town
again in two weeks. The topic
is up for discussion following
the Gaspé Peninsula Intermu-
nicipal Residual Materials
Processing Board decision to
not go ahead with the annual
spring large garbage pick-up,
due to an explosion of costs.

Musée de la Gaspésie
wins national award

® NELSON SERGERIE

GASPE - The Musée de la
Gaspésie has won the Canadian
Museum Association’s Out-
standing Achievement Award
for its permanent exhibition A
la confluence des mondes.

“It is a very high distinction
and it is truly extraordinary. It
adds recognition to others who
tell us to continue our work and
it underlines the professional-
ism of the people who work at
the museum. For a regional
museum — [ insist on this — it’s
really great,” says the director
of the museum, Martin Roussy.

According to Mr. Roussy,
there are several reasons why
the Musée de la Gaspésie was
chosen. “It’s a set of elements:
the fact that we have techno-
logical elements but also the
balance between the presenta-
tion of the artefacts, historical
narrative and the tone of the ex-
hibition. One of the major ele-
ments, I think, is the fact that
we have decolonized our ap-
proach. By making an exhibi-
tion where we integrate from
the start the three founding peo-
ples, the British, French and
those who were there long be-
fore us, the Mi’gmaq Nation,
created a beautiful effect. The
integration of several partners
and the addition of the three
languages in the titles con-
tributed to receiving the
award,” states the director.

When embarking on a proj-
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Photo: Courtesy of the Gaspésie Museum

The permanent exhibition A la confluence des mondes is rec-

ognized across Canada.

ect, the museum doesn’t make
plans with awards in mind.
“Each time, we hope to do our
best. Obviously, it's getting re-
sults. We don't put that pressure
on ourselves,” says Mr. Roussy.

This award is in addition to
a multitude received over the
years. “Several years ago, the
museum experienced a signifi-
cant shift in museological ap-
proach. Coming up with
interactive exhibitions with the
innovative integration of virtual
reality, and living portraits,
that's all this approach. We con-
tinue it because it is significant
and when we look at the ap-
proaches in other museums, I
would not say that we are at the
forefront, but we are not far

away. There is no catch-up. We
are at the right time for what
needs to be done,” says Mr.
Roussy.

The museum is working on
the application of the strategic
plan unveiled last fall. “We are
waiting for funding responses
to launch the pilot project for a
museum branch in (Riviére)
Madeleine. We are waiting for
funding with other museums in
Quebec to continue to shine.
The La Bolduc exhibit, (which
features the career of Mary Tra-
vers, one of Quebec’s first
singers and songwriters) is still
on tour and when it returns, we
have plans for them. There is
no lack of work,” says the di-
rector.

The management esti-
mated this collection at
$83,000, but the two bids they
received were for approxi-
mately $140,000.

The Town of Chandler
would do the work internally.
"Unfortunately, if the five
towns do not agree to do it the
same way as us, it could not
get done,” says the mayor.

For this collection, which
would be special, the Town of
Chandler would focus on large
household appliances or mat-
tresses, on the condition of re-
covering its share paid to the
management to finance the
project.

Water park

A water park could be in-
stalled in the summer of 2024
on part of the former Gaspésia
land near the train station.
Councilor Raynald Leblanc
has invited citizens to attend a
public meeting on May 17 to
learn more about the project.

“We did our job. The
sketches are there. We are
ready to move forward. For
this project to be carried out in
2024, we have a lot of proce-

dures to follow,” says Mr.
Leblanc.

A bill that
continues to grow

The overall tab for the con-
flict between the former
mayor, Louisette Langlois,
and the town following her
suspension by the Commis-
sion municipale du Québec in
2021 continues to increase.

The town’s prosecutors
from the Morency law firm
filed $12,800 in bills over the
past two months, bringing the
total for this saga to $333,400.

Discussions for the hearing
of the case between the two
parties are still in preparation
as Chandler filed a motion in
January 2022, claiming
$230,411 from the ex-elected
alleging that she multiplied
the procedures before the
commission, the Superior
Court and the Court of Appeal
to try to overturn the 180-day
suspension in 2021 for 20
breaches of the Code of Ethics
for elected officials.

Chandler reserves the right
to adjust its claim. The case
won’t be heard until the fall.

Final road construction
cost is cheaper than expected

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE — A rarity these days, the cost to redo part of the
Montée de la Pointe-Navarre in Gaspé will cost less than ex-

pected.

The work to rebuild the most damaged section of this

road, which serves as a detour when the Saint-Majorique cross-
ing is closed, was estimated at $1.7 million.

“We saw the indexation of costs. Our engineers estimated
the work at $1.7 million, in link with the subsidy we received

for the work. It came out at $1.4 million plus taxes. We are at

the bottom of the estimates, which is good news in itself,” ex-

plains Gaspé mayor, Daniel Coté.

The contract was awarded to Eurovia.
“On the other hand, there will still be a bit to do to finish
the detour route. We will go back to applying for financial aid.

We had been refused for the second section. We are going to
hound the Ministry of Transport to also have compensation

to finally put an <’ next to the Pointe-Navarre detour file,”

hopes the elected official.

Quebec granted $1.6 million for this first phase.
The mayor would have liked to settle the file with Quebec
more easily. “We understand the situation but we are told there

are plenty of places in Quebec where there is a similar situa-

tion. I don't think there are many places in Quebec where a

crossing or a bridge is closed as frequently as the Saint-Ma-

jorique crossing. This is what we have reiterated from the

start,” says the mayor.

Of the 140 kilometres of municipal roads in the Town of
Gaspé, Mr. Coté notes that this is the only place where the
road deteriorates so quickly. “And it is the only municipal road

where there is so much heavy traffic that has to circulate be-

cause there is a Quebec Ministry of Transport road that has to

close. We can add one plus one,” explains the mayor.



Opening of Apo’Qon’Ma’Tultinej Gegapegiag Cultural Centre

® DIANE SKINNER
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

“Strengthening links inside the
community and with neigh-
bours - Natives, Anglophones
and Francophones are wel-
come.” Jeannette Maltan
Martin

GESGAPEGIAG: The official
opening of  Apo’Qon’-
Ma’Tultinej, which means
“Let’s help each other” and in
French “Aidons-nous les uns
les autres” took place on
Thursday, April 27. This mul-
tipurpose building, formerly
the Jehovah Witness Kingdom
Hall, was purchased by the
Gesgapegiag community in
2021.

Jeannette Maltan Martin,
Director of Communications
and Policy in Gesgapegiag,
has been overseeing the trans-
formation of the building into
a place that is open to every-
one, Native and non-native,
French and English. Jeannette
states, “The goal is to make the
culture and the Mi’gmaq lan-
guage available and to make
efforts to share the culture and

the language.” The idea behind
this is to strengthen the links
inside the community and with
neighbours - an important goal
in a time of reconciliation.

The cost of the project can-
not be confirmed yet because
the work is still ongoing. In
fact, Jeannette Maltan Martin
says she envisions this as a
five-year project as many
other exciting plans are being
discussed and others are in the
process of being completed.

The backyard of the build-
ing is currently being prepared
to create a one acre commu-
nity garden. The building is
the site of the Gesgapegiag
Food Bank, so fresh produce
from the gardens can supple-
ment the food that will be of-
fered to the community. Some
of the plants will be used for
traditional medicines. Jean-
nette mentions that the IGA in
Maria continues to be a gener-
ous contributor to the Food
Bank.

The facility will house a
catering service, on a smaller
scale than the Galgosiet Cen-
tre. Approximately sixty peo-
ple can be accommodated in

Photo: G. Gagné

The main room at the Cultural Centre in Gesgapegiag.

the  Apo’Qon’Ma’Tultinej
building for events, meetings
and catered meals.

Currently, an exhibit fea-
turing photos taken by Estelle
Marcoux is on display. The
plans are to change the ex-
hibits, with the next one, in a
few months time, focusing on
women and salmon fishing.
After that exhibit, another is
being planned on the youth of
Gesgapegiag.

Other plans include infor-

mation technology onsite
available for community use
and additional movie screen-
ings from the Gesgapegiag
archives going back to 1981.
John Martin and Clem Bernard
are featured in some of the
movies/videos. The backyard
will provide sweat lodges and
a greenhouse is another goal.
Jeannette will be purchasing
instruments for musical events
where all will be welcome.
Language and culture work-

Centr’Elles hosts Larocque exhibit
celebrating traditional Indigenous arts

® CYNTHIA DOW

SAINT OMER: - The
Centr’Elles women’s centre
in Saint Omer 1is hosting
month-long art exhibits by
local women. The month of
May is devoted to a display
by Gesgapegiag’s Denise
Larocque. Entitled “Dish
With One Spoon,” the exhibit
is about “relearning and re-
connecting to my culture,”
Ms. Larocque told the crowd
at the opening held the
evening of May 4.

Featured in the art show
are a walteés game board and
pieces, cedar and sweetgrass
woven ropes, a cedar braid
based on the traditions of the
Musqueam, Squamish and
Tsleil-Waututh peoples of the
West Coast, and two
wampum belts. But the high-
light of the show is surely Ms.
Larocque’s traditional Mi’g-
maq woman’s beaded peaked
cap.

This striking black and
white creation is based on a
pattern by Rhonda Besaw, an
Abenaki artist from New
Hampshire whose work is in-
spired by traditional Wa-
banaki cultures. The
Wabanaki Confederacy in-

cludes the Mi’gmaq people
and the Abenaki, Penobscot,
Passamaquoddy and Maliseet
nations.

Made of black felt with
brilliant white beads, the
peaked cap is the kind of ap-
parel that can often be seen in
eighteenth and nineteenth-
century paintings of Mi’gmaq
women throughout Atlantic
Canada. At the bottom of the
cap, four traditional Mi’gmaq
design elements are represen-
tative of Ms. Larocque’s four
children.

“When you show up, the
Universe greets you halfway,”
Ms. Larocque explained to
the participants at the open-
ing, “I have found my voice
to return to my spiritual
ground. Preparing these
pieces has allowed me to re-
connect to that sense of who I
am.”

The symbolism of the
wampum belts is also of in-
terest. The Haudenosaunee-
inspired belt, based on the
“Dish With One Spoon” tradi-
tional design, relays the mes-
sage of sharing and
environmental stewardship.

“The dish represents the
Earth, and the spoon is like a
beavertail, representing food.

shops may include the role of
SEPAQ and river management
groups.

Jeannette Maltan Martin
reflects that the building is a
work in progress and the goal
is to offer a safe place for com-
munity members and a place
for that community to share
their culture with others.

She adds, “Stay tuned for
upcoming activities by check-
ing our Facebook site. We can
all work together.”

Photo: C. Dow

Denise Larocque spent many hours beading the black felt cap which mirrors traditional peaked
caps worn by Mi’gmaq women in the past

At feasts, everyone brought
their own dish with one
spoon, and all was shared.
Even children were expected
to take that responsibility to
bring their own dishes,” Ms.
Larocque explained.

If Ms. Larocque has a par-
ticular wish for her exhibit,
it’s that it will contribute to
reconciliation between In-

digenous people and descen-
dants of settlers. “We were
once much wiser than we
were led to believe,” she said,

“Indigenous peoples were
masters at using the resources
at their fingertips.” She hopes
that the exhibit will “open dis-
cussions” about the legacy of
the Indigenous worldview and
its potential impact on our re-

lationship with the Earth.

The “Dish With One
Spoon” exhibit is on until
May 26 at Centr’Elles, lo-
cated at 105 Rte 132 E, Saint-
Omer, (former  Caisse
Desjardins building across
from the Catholic Church).
The women’s centre is open
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
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DIRECTORY

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

o Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

A Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 1Z0
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 + Fax (418) 752-6935

Gagnon Claveau Law Firm

GAGNON
CLAVEAU

Isabelle Gagnon
Attorney and family law mediator

Fully Ann-Chloé Boudreau
bilingual Attorney
services in
the whole 418-392-3542

Gqspé www.gagnonclaveau.com
peninsula info@gagnonclaveau.com

@ Forage Moreau Inc.
bl 418-392-9501

e Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- B|I|ngual Service

GAEL TREMBLAY

Notary and legal counsel

TREMBLAY & BARRIAULT, NOTAIRES INC.

119B Perron Blvd West

New Richmond, (Québec) GOC 2B0
Tel.: (418) 392-5282
Fax: (418) 392-6155
E-mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net

Tremblay
&Barriault

Notaries and legal counsel

FULLY
BILINGUAL

SERVICE

By Appointment

&

Richard Ste Croix

Denturologist
Construction and repair of dentures.
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé
Quebec G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525
Fax: (418) 368-1542

(") OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable sir

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2MA1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

- Snow removal

* Fence
installation

+ Septic Systems
(Ecoflo)

» Machine

‘-\@srt nnususmwy/ brush cutting

Tel.: 418-368-4774 / Cell.: 418-368-9302

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

To reach the anglophone
population, advertise in
The Gaspé Spec!
Contact our
Advertising Representative
Heather Imhoff
581-233-2062
gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com
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PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East  418-689-5553
MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553
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Rorarne .//@'m* ND.
oot Qure Gechnician
Service in the comfort of your own home.
418-752-3670
Q)

NEWPORT TO NEW RICHMOND
Free advice with every visit!
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SERVICE

Harnois

Energies

Hz0 Mobil

YOUR MULTI-ENERGY SUPPLIER

Diesel | Gas | DEF
Heating oil | Lubricant

Available everywhere in Gaspésie.
125, Route 132, Bonaventure (QC) GOC 1EO | 418 534-2777 harnoisenergies.com
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Telephone:

Address:

Paper or Digital: 1 year $46 6 mths $25

(taxes are included in prices)
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credit card or order on line at: thegaspespec.com
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Is there a future for the

monarchy in Canada?

The coronation of King Chatles III (wow;, that is hard to get
used to) will take place on Saturday, May 6. With the passing of
Queen Elizabeth 11, a much-admired monarch, discussions are
heating up about the future of the monarchy in Canada.

Canadians are divided about the future of the monarchy.
When asked now that Queen Elizabeth II has passed, should
we end our formal ties to the British monarchy? 79% of Que-
becers agree that we should. The numbers vary in other
provinces —in Ontario, that number is 45% and in British Co-
lumbia the number is about the same as Ontario.

Why should we keep formal ties with the monarchy?

Canada has had a monarchy for centuries, under France in
the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, then under the British in the
subsequent centuries. In 1982, Canada repatriated our consti-
tution from the authority of the British parliament to Canada.
At that time our constitution was updated with a Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

The reasons to maintain those ties tend to affirm that it
makes us distinct from the U.S. which has a very different sys-
tem of government. It is, people assert, part of our identity
and our history. Our system of government is a constitutional
monarchy and to sever ties would mean changing our consti-
tution. Canadians tend to be wary of opening that debate. Find-
ing consensus on constitutional matters is a potential powder
keg. Just look at the repatriation of 1982!

Why should we cut ties and amend our constitution?

Some will argue that the Royals are nothing more than
celebrities and that their role in the affairs of Canada is irrele-
vant. A strong argument for abolishing monarchical ties is the
wretched history of colonialism. Colonialism is the practice of
acquiring full or partial political control over another country,
occupying it with settlers and exploiting it economically. Over-
all, is Canada truly an independent country if we support and
maintain formal constitutional ties with the monarchy?

Also, we must consider the high regard in which Queen
Elizabeth II was held in contrast with the public opinion about
King Charles and Camilla, the Queen Consort. Almost 50%
of Canadians have a very or somewhat favourable opinion of
King Charles I1I, while the Queen Consort has an approval rat-
ing of just 25%. The royals and heir to the throne: William,
Prince of Wales; and Catherine, Princess of Wales; are consid-
erably more popular. Can
the monarchy survive a
unpopular
King and Queen consort
for the next decade or
two?

What does the monar-
chy cost Canadians?

somewhat

We don’t give money to the monarchy directly, but our ties
to them do come at a cost to taxpayers, estimated to be $60
million each year. Costs include funding the Governor Gen-
eral’s office, maintaining historic buildings and other historic
items, and expenses for visiting royals.

What do we Canadians get for this cost? Supporters say we
continue to have a historically strong governmental system. The
Monarchist League says that the Royals contribute to making
our Canadian society strong and unique.

If we replaced the monarchy, after constitutional wrangling,
there would have to be a new position created — a Canadian
head of state. Would it lead to a redefined role of the Gover-
nor General? There are costs for that role to be amended too.

It is not easy to change the constitution. Is it worth the chal-
lenge to cut constitutional ties with the monarchy? What is your
opinion?

Member of National Assembly for
Bonaventure pays tribute to David Felker

® GILLES GAGNE

SHIGAWAKE — On April 27
at the National Assembly in
Quebec City, the Bonaventure
riding Member of the Na-
tional Assembly, Catherine
Blouin, took a few moments
to pay tribute to the contribu-
tion of Shigawake’s David
Felker to his community and
the Gaspé Peninsula region in
general.

Ms. Blouin highlighted
Mr. Felker’s multi-faceted in-
volvement, mentioning his
role in establishing links be-
tween anglophones, Mi’gmagq
and francophones. The hom-
age was made during a period
reserved for current affairs at
the National Assembly, and
was presided over by Nathalie
Roy, who was raised in New
Carlisle, where her father
worked for CHNC.

“Madam President, today |
would like to highlight the in-
volvement of a citizen of Shi-
gawake, a dynamic village in
the riding of Bonaventure.
David Felker is a real match-
maker between the anglo-
phone, Mi’gmaq and
francophone communities of
our territory. He deploys more

Spring clean... your finances

® DIANE SKINNER

You have finished spring clean-
ing your home and have started
to clean up outside. Spring is a
time for a fresh start and organ-
izing your finances is just as
important. With your finances
in order and old papers dis-
posed of, you will feel so much
better, even lighter. It is as im-
portant as cleaning the house.

Clean out your
old papers

If you have a box, drawer or
tub with papers all helter-skel-
ter, a purge of papers that are no
longer needed is just the thing
to set you on a good path. Sort
papers into two piles - papers to
keep and those to be discarded.
Papers that you keep will need
to be organized into envelopes
or folders and labelled. Some
possible categories include
taxes, receipts and warranties,
government paperwork, bills to
be paid, and personal papers
such as a passport, deeds to
property and wills. Label
clearly, so when you need to put
your hands on a certain paper it
will not be a wild hunt. Papers
to be discarded should be
shredded, torn into small pieces
or burned in a fire pit. We live

Yo 4"

David Felker’s involvement recognized at the National As-

sembly of Quebec. Dave Felker and the Triculturals band
members Marilou Briere, Melissa Girvan and Kevin Jones.

successful opportunities to
highlight the Gaspé Peninsula
anglophone culture and pro-
motes the inclusion of Mi'g-
maq and francophone artists.
He is also part of the musical
group called The Triculturals,
which has composed an origi-
nal song to declare the band
members’ love for the Gaspé
Peninsula, in the three lan-
guages,” said Ms. Blouin.
“David weaves lasting
bonds between citizens. He
also supports organizations in

in a time when our identities
and personal information can
be dangerous if they fall into
the wrong hands. Sad, but true.

Read over your budget
(or create a budget)

Don’t have a budget? This is
the perfect time to create one. If
you want to get your finances in
order, a budget is critically im-
portant. It does not have to be
super complicated, just the ne-
cessities. This is very important
if you are planning on paying
down debt.

A plan is very helpful. Some
people keep a budget book with
a page for each month. Write
income at the top, with
amounts. Write monthly bills
and cross them off as you pay
them. This can also be done by
using an app on your smart-
phone, or a spreadsheet on your
computer.

Then track your spending,
even for a month or two. It will
then be obvious where you can
cut back. You control your
money, not the other way
around. Most important part of
a budget? Sticking to it.

Speaking of debt...
Having a lot of debt, the kind
that is difficult to pay off, is a

Photo: Jennifer Hayes

their development projects of
all kinds. He recently con-
tributed to the expansion of
the services offered by the
dance hall in Shigawake,
which now hosts artistic
workshops of various kinds
all year round, in a village of
about 300 inhabitants. For
your commitment to get in-
volved with convictions in
your community, David,
thank you for helping to break
down the barriers between our
communities,” she concluded.

heavy burden to bare. Make a
plan. Take a close look at what
you owe and the amount of in-
terest you are paying. This can
be a very sobering moment. If
you are making small pay-
ments, you might only be pay-
ing interest and the principal is
not decreasing at all. You may
need to pay more each month to
get the debt under control.
Commit (to yourself) to pay a
certain amount each month that
will knock down that debt. In
the meantime, try not to in-
crease that debt by buying
more. If you can consolidate
your debt at a lower interest
rate, speaking to your bank ad-
visor will help greatly. If you
can’t consolidate, pay off the
debt with the highest interest
rate first.

Start saving!

Saving is important for sev-
eral reasons: emergencies (such
as car or home repairs), a trip,
an illness, or losing your job.
Savings give you peace of
mind. Start with small amounts
and over time you will be pleas-
antly surprised as your savings
grow. Spring is the time to
renew, refresh and look forward
to better weather and improved
financial well-being.
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Announcements

( ) ) Obituaries

FRASER: Aubrey Allan

Aubrey passed away at home in Bridgewater,
Nova Scotia, on February 28, 2023 surrounded by
love at 81 years of age.

He was born in New Carlisle, Quebec on May 1,
1941.

He is survived by his wife Madeleine (Langlois);
children: Lise (Brad), Conquerall Mills, Nova Scotia;
Dean (Leigh-Anne), Mission, British Columbia; and
Michael (Paula), Ottawa, Ontario. He was so very
proud of his five grandsons.

Entering military service at the age of 17, he
proudly served our country for 22 years.

Aubrey loved to play hockey in his younger
years, fish, golf and camp. He also hoped he could
beat his wife at Scrabble (he never did!)

There will be no funeral service as per Aubrey’s
wishes with final interment in New Carlisle, Que-
bec, at a later date.

MCCALLUM: Alton

On Sunday, April 2, 2023 in Gaspé, Mr. Alton Mc-
Callum residing at Sandy Beach, husband of the late
Mrs. Mary Alice Miller, passed away at the age of
91.

Mr. Alton McCallum leaves to mourn his sons
Ron (Line), David (Thérese) and Brian, his grand-
children Kristin, Megan, Derrick, Alex, Jeffrey,
Dustin and Marissa, and his ten great-grandchil-
dren, many nieces, nephews and friends.

The family received condolences at the Valere
Fortin Funeral Home in Gaspé on Tuesday, April 11,
beginning at 7 p.m. Visiting hours were from 7 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. The funeral took place at St. Paul's
Church on Wednesday, April 12, at 3:30 p.m. On the
day of the funeral, the family received condolences
at the St. Paul's Church beginning at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to So-
ciété Alzheimer Gaspésie-fles-de-la-Madeleine.

Page 14, May 10, 2023 - Spec

. ) In Memory

CHESSER-MARCOUX: Janice
In loving memory of Janice Marcoux-Chesser

who was taken from us unexpectedly on May 11,
2022.

There was no time to say goodbye,

But this I ask, please do not cry

Remember me as you think best

The happy time, forget the rest.

Look for me and I'll be there

And you will find me everywhere

In the gentle touch of breeze

That cools the skin or swirls the leaves.

In the scent and colour of flowers

That gave to me such happy hours

On sunny days under sunny skies of blue

Just think of me, I'll be with you.

In winter when there’s cloud or mist,

The rain will give to you my kiss

As wood smoke lingers in the air

Look for me and I'll be there.

Where seagulls cry above the sea

And surf rolls in so endlessly.

Among towering trees that soar above

In all these things that I once loved

Look for me and I'll be there

You'll feel my presence everywhere.
Dearly remembered by husband Michael, son

Brandon, and the Marcoux family. “Until we meet

again.”

CHESSER-MARCOUX: Janice

April 8, 1961 — May 11, 2022

It has been one year

Since the Lord has taken you away,
To all of us it seems like yesterday.

N ,
MAKE

Surprige her with a
apecial gift eubeeription

that will lagt all year!

o

Name:

M'.l”lJ’S

Address:

Your gift message:

1 year: Canada $46 [] 6 months: $25 [ ]

TGN W )

We hold you close and dear,
Because of us you are always near.
Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered every day.
No longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts you're always there.
An empty place no one can fill,
We miss you, and we always will.
A prayer, a tear, are all we can give,
These we will have as long as we live.
Always remembered and sadly missed by sister,
Glenna, Robert and family. “Until we meet again.”

FRASER: Aubrey Allan
To my brother
Loving and kind in all his ways,
Upright and just to the end of his days,
Sincere and kind in heart and mind,
What beautiful memories you left behind.
Always in my heart brother. Never forgotten. I
miss you, love your brother Jr. xoxoxo

WILLETT: Ralph
In memory for Ralph James Willett.
July 1, 1949 to May 12, 2017
It’s been seven years,
As life passes by.
As you are no longer here,
To share your life with us.
But you are quietly remembered,
In our thoughts and in our minds.
Not a day goes by,
That something isn’t said,
That keeps your memory alive.
Always cherished, always remembered, but
sadly missed, Marilyn and family.

CLASSIC

MEMORIALS

]
Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond
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Call with your credit card at
418-752-5400 or
order online at the thegaspespec.com




COAST ROUND-UP

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

COAST ROUND-UP

GASPE:
Royal Canadian
Legion

Please be advised that Le-
gion memberships are
available for $50. Returning
and new members wel-
come.

GASPE:

Cancer Foundation
All new membership and
renewals, $15 per person
or $25 per couple, can be
sent to Gaspé Cancer Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 6078,
Gaspé, Quebec G4X 2M6,
or by e-transfer to
gaspe45@hotmail.com.
Please include your name,
address, phone number
and email address. For
more information, please
contact Tony Patterson at
418-368-3276;  Beatrice
Coffin at 418-368-1566 or
Patricia Ste. Croix at 418-
649-3779.

PORT DANIEL:

Three Star
Golden Age Club
Tuesdays: Pétanque from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. every
Tuesday evening to have
fun and learn a new game.

Cost is $3.
May 13: Mother’s Day tea

from noon to 2 p.m. $10
per person.

HOPE:

Hope Baptist Church
Sundays: Sunday School
starting at 10 a.m. Worship
service beginning at 11 a.m.

HOPE TOWN:

Sports and
Recreation Club
May 20: Gift bingo begin-
ning at 7 p.m. at the Saint
Godefroi Optimist Club.
Bring your dabbers. Organ-
ized by the Hope Town
Sports and Recreation Club
and the Saint Godefroi Op-

timist Club.

NEW CARLISLE:
Funeral Association
June 18: The New Carlisle
Funeral Association will be
having a Father's Day
Brunch at the New Carlisle
Chalet from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Adults $15, children
ten and under $10. Hope to

see you all there.

NEW CARLISLE:

Royal Canadian
Legion Branch #64
Please be advised that Le-
gion memberships are
available for $45. Returning
and new members wel-

come.
Thursdays: Open from 5

p.m. to 7 p.m.

Fridays: Darts beginning
at 6:30 p.m.

Saturdays: Open at 2
p.m. Everyone welcome!
June 6: General meeting
at 7 p.m. at 1 Mount Sorrel,
New Carlisle.

NEW CARLISLE:
Linda LeMore-Brown
Foundation

May 17: The Linda
LeMore-Brown Foundation
will be having its Annual
General Meeting beginning
at 4 p.m. at the CASA of-
fice. Please contact Ashley
Renouf at 418-752-5995
extension 107 or email:
ashley@casa-gaspe.com to
confirm your presence.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel
Meetings
Sundays: 9:30 a.m.
Breaking of Bread for be-
lievers. 2 p.m. Gospel
meeting and  Sunday

School.

Thursdays: 7 p.m. Prayer
Meeting and Bible Study.
Everyone welcome! For
more information: 418-
752-3372 or 418-752-6011.

NEW RICHMOND:
United Church
Luncheon
May 21: Luncheon in

house or takeout from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the
Church Hall. Cold cuts, sal-
ads and dessert. $12 per
person. All proceeds will go
to the humanitarian fund.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

The book room is now

open. Anyone who needs

assistance can contact

Kathleen at 418-392-4896.

ROTARY CLUB WINNERS:
The winner for April 1
is: Jocelyne Ferguson.
The winners for the
week of April 2 are:
Christine Cyr, Linda Gignac,
Sarah Duguay, Benoit Cyr,
Marjory Gallon, Société
Cascapédia and Bernard
Jerome.

The winners for the
week of April 9 are: Mar-
ilyn Coull, Louiselle God-
bout, Ken Budd, Iulie
Thériault, Sébastien Can-

tin, Marie-Héléene
Bourdages and Gilles
Dugas.

The winners for the
week of April 16 are:
Hélene Landry, Diane
Smith, Roland Cyr, IGA Ar-
bour-Leblanc, Marie Claude
Audet, Doris Poirier and
Ghislain Cyr.

The winners for the
week of April 23 are:

DEADLINE FOR THIS PAGE:
WEDNESDAY AT 4 P.M.

Eliane Berthelot, Marcel
Roy, Patrick Cyr, Viviane
Dea, Marlyne Cyr, France
Bujold and Yvette Huard.
The winner for April 30
is: Richard Cyr.

UNITED CHURCH

NEW RICHMOND
Sunday, May 14
10 a.m. Service

UNITED CHURCH

HOPE TOWN
Sunday, May 14
10 a.m. Service

ANGLICAN
CHURCH
OF CANADA

Sunday, May 14
NEW CARLISLE
10 a.m. Morning Prayer
HOPE TOWN
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
SHIGAWAKE
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Please send your Classified or Coast Round-Up to: holly.smith@globetrotter.net

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, pay attention to the
smaller details, as those are
the ones most often ignored.
You’ll be highly regarded if
you pinpoint any errors in a
timely manner.

TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21
Work to the best of your
ability, Taurus. Focus on
your own work and serve as
a source of encouragement
to those around you who
may be experiencing some
difficulties.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21
A loved one may be hinting
at a few things he or she
wants to do with you, Gem-
ini. Find the time to make
these things happen. Let

loose and have fun.
CANCER — Jun 22/Jul 22

It could be tempting to hole
up in a bookstore or a coffee
shop for hours in the days
ahead, Cancer. However,
avoiding certain issues is not
the way to go. Confront them
head on.

LEO —Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if you are going to leap,
do so with both eyes open;
otherwise, you may miss
some of the dangers along
the way. Always take the big-
ger picture into considera-
tion.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, accept that you may
be different from most of the
people with whom you asso-
ciate, and that is perfectly
fine. What makes you unique

is what others like about you.
LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, explore all possibili-
ties at work rather than pi-
geonholing yourself into one
role. How will you know
what things are like if you
don’t try stuff out?
SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22
You may need to roll with the
punches this week, Scorpio.
Things are coming at you at
a record pace and it could
take a lot of effort to keep up.
Learn and adapt as you go.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov
23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, even though you
have been faced with a num-
ber of challenges lately, you
have managed to come
through with your head held
high. Keep up the progress.

CAPRICORN -
22/Jan 20

There’s not much that will
bother you this week,
Capricorn. It seems you
have all of your ducks in a
row. Enjoy this good for-
tune while it lasts.
AQUARIUS — Jan 21/Feb
18

Remarkable opportunities
are coming your way,
Aquarius. All you need to
do is sit back and wait for
them to start. There is no
need to do much legwork
in this situation.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
Big changes can some-
times be scary, Pisces. But
change is just what you
need to do right now to
spice things up.

Dec

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
MAY 7
Eagle-Eye Cherry,
Singer (55)
MAY 8
Stephen Amell,
Actor (42)
MAY 9
Collins Key,
Magician (27)
MAY 10
Bono,
Singer (63)
MAY 11
Sabrina Carpenter,
Singer (24)
MAY 12
Rami Malek,
Actor (42)
MAY 13
Stevie Wonder,
Singer (73)
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Shortest Mother's Ways to celebrate your mother
a Day Poem Breakfast in bed.
You're my mother! Flowers or a lovely green plant. .
no other! Mother and daughter/ son movie evening.

9 { would have Home spa day.
O e P Gift certificate for hair, massage or
A Mother's Love nails or Canadian Tire!
N Of all the special j inli Have a dance party.
» ~ . Joys in life, Uiz
d a & The big ones and the small Have a photoshoot. ,
J A mother's love and tendeme;ss Go for a hike or a walk on the beach.

_Di : Is the greatest of Look at old photos together.
g e re ke of them all. Cook a favourite recipe together.
Go for a bike ride.
2 i Make a craft together.
MOther S D ay Qulz Knit or crochet together.
«All that I am, or ever hope to be, [ owe to my angel mother.” Abraham. Lincoln ‘ Share a cli)?'tltlleitoxj:z ivrllln‘ti\th ——
“It’s not easy being a mother. If it were, fathers would do it.” Golden Girls o Buy her a gift bagbartlh lloofah ‘e lights to create
It is that time of the year when mothers are celebrated and honoured by their children. products: a blllbble 1?1 O(,) (611 o b(;dy o,
On the second Sunday of May, many moms will receive cards, flowers and may be are axércl)gshoppi;g together
treated to a delicious meal. Whatever you choose to do for your dear mo.mf,‘ az long as Go for  leisurely stroll.
you remember the day and give her a message of love, she should be satisfie Practice yoga toge ther.
. A nice piece of jewellery would be appreciated too! Go for a drive. ,
1. Why is it that the word “mother” starts with “ma” sound in almost every language? Prepare a high tea. Bake scones. e:(e)si glpe, :
3 Mother’s Day is the busiest day for (What kind of establishment?) Buy a jigsaw puzzle and work otn 1b0a%d gan"le.
3. Lots of flowers are sold on Mother’s Day. Name two other special days when lots Play a game of cards or a favourite

Remember, life doesn ’t come with a manual.

of flowers are sold as gifts. 1t comes with a mother.

4. Is more money spent on gifts for Mother’s Day or Father’s Day?

. What do they call Mother’s Day in England? . o
‘ 2 If a stay at h}(l)me mother was paid for all the jobs she performs in the home, ap- Mom's g miles C::l ﬁ‘:{;}l lt\(;lom.'
proximately how much would her yearly pay be? Monm's o gt HI lany md:
7. What is the heaviest human baby ever born? (On record) . Monm's oy S all our days
8. What is the current average age when women become first-time mothers? That and touch oy o 3, V;qth. us foroyer
number is rising. ' . Fhedaine % ‘Il)e ic ious ways,
9. How old was the oldest woman to ever give birth? il T aught,
10. What percentage of one-parent families is headed by women? and the - WL glv?n,

11. How many diapers does a parent (mom and/or dad) change by the time a baby is
2 years old? Prepare to be shocked.
ANSWERS in NEXT WEEK’S issue.

y have enriched my life
more ways thap I'can count
Love You, Mom! ‘

Business & Protessional Difectory .

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER AXIO

arpenteurs-géometres inc.
land surveyors

i o A .
) ‘W MP - Gaspésie-Les lles-de-la-Madeleine 1518, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1EO

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géometre

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region! C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géometre
C glag@axioag.com

Grande-Riviére office Magdalen Islands office Membre de [Ordre
418 385-4264 418 986-1489 /A des Arpenteurs-Géométres du Québec
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office  New Richmond office
418 764-2890 581 355-0060 418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca axioag.com

T 418-364-7082 | 1-844-664-7082

: ENERGY
PROUD PARTNER IN : . TRANSPORTATION GROUP

YOUR CONSTRUCTION | 3 N
PROJECTSFOR ) S A § WHAT MAKES US
45 YEARS! ' = % gt DRIVEN TO BE DIFFERENT?

. A, et
r e < - 3 j e e B
Gaspésie—Les lles | Cite-Nord | Bas-Saint-Laurent

= BUILDINGS | = ENERGY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC =g : www.shipENERGY.com

Exchange
course bursaries

Find out more at cegepgim.ca

# Cégep de la Gaspésie
‘ et des lles
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