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The breathtakingly beautiful Gaspé Peninsula awaits you.
There is so much to explore and experience! Rain or Shine: 
 an adventure awaits you.

This unspoiled area of over 30,000 square kilometres
consists of five geographic areas: the Coast, Land's End, the
Chaleur Bay, the Valley, and Upper Gaspé. 

Plan to stay for a while to enjoy the natural beauty that
abounds – mountains, forests and water. Choose how you will
spend your time here, but many visitors change their itinerary
once they arrive here and stay longer than they anticipated.
There are camping grounds, motels, hotels, and Bed &
Breakfast establishments, offered at reasonable rates, that will
make you feel comfortable and well rested. The Gaspé offers
the perfect destination for solitary travellers, friends and
families of all sizes!

You can relax on the beach, swim in the salt or fresh water, or
laze all day while enjoying a good book. 

Those who prefer a more active experience may choose to
fish, go boating or rent a canoe or kayak. Bring your bike and
enjoy cycling around the Peninsula. Hiking opportunities exist
at different levels of difficulty and in a wide variety of locations. 

Highway 132 circles the Peninsula and offers you an almost
constant view of the Bay of Chaleur and the Gulf  of St.
Lawrence. But don’t deny yourself the enjoyment of
discovering more of the Gaspé, which is a little bit more “off
the beaten path.” Take your time because the Gaspé is best
enjoyed at a leisurely pace.

Some of the residents of the coastal towns and villages along
the southern coast are English-speaking and many residents
are bilingual. The three main languages spoken are French,
English and Mi’gmaq. Many of the English-speakers are the
descendants of Scottish, Irish and English immigrants.
Acadians also settled here, many around the town of
Bonaventure where you may see the distinctive Acadian flag.
The residents of the Gaspé Peninsula are a multitude of
influences and cultures and its rich and varied history is
evident. Names of towns, churches, style of homes and even
names of streets are a clear indication that the Gaspé
Peninsula is a blend of cultures.

The Gaspé has something for every visitor, young or old.
There are opportunities to enjoy the water, whether the salt
water of Chaleur Bay and the Gulf of St. Lawrence or the
pristine lakes and rivers that abound here. If you are looking
for a vacation for total relaxation or a more active holiday, that
is up to you! Opportunities to take memorable photos at
every corner. Snap a selfie in every location you visit. 
What memories you will create!

Nancy Coulombe 



The southern coast of the Gaspé Peninsula begins
near Matapedia if you are travelling eastward.  The fun
starts as you drive, or cycle, eastward. You will come to
the communities of Listuguj, Pointe-à-la-Croix, Pointe-à-
la-Garde, Escuminac, Miguasha, Nouvelle and Saint-
Omer.  

As you travel eastward, be sure to enjoy the excellent
view of the Bay of Chaleur. The Bay of Chaleur was given
its name, meaning “bay of warmth” by Jacques Cartier in
1534. Though the water temperature is often cold, Cartier
arrived in July that year when the waters were a little
warmer.  On a hot summer day, a dip in the Bay can be
quite refreshing!

Saint Lawrence R
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http://www.gasperoadtrip.com/


1 800-463-0831

Museums ,  h i s tor i c  s i t e s  & Int e rpre tat i on  Cen t r e s
Museums on the Gaspé Peninsu la  are  r ich  in
ar t i facts  and in format ion ,  genera l ly  ava i lab le  in
French and Engl ish .  You are  l ike ly  fami l iar  wi th
names such as  Jacques Cart ier  and Char les  Robin .
However ,  names you may not  be fami l iar  wi th ,
inc lude John LeBout i l l ier ,  P ierre  Nadon,  John
Henry  Kempffer  and Réne Lévesque.  You can learn
about  these people  and so many more at  loca l
museums.  The museums are  a l l  “home-grown, ”  so
the i r  exh ib i ts  are  presented in  a  way that  best
demonstrates  the h is tory  they ref lect .  

A  r i c h  h i s t o r y
Museums and her i tage s i tes  are  important
because they he lp  to  preserve loca l  h is tory .
H istor ica l  documents  and ar t i facts  are  a  concrete
way of  record ing h istory .  Shar ing the h is tory  of  the
Gaspé is  accompl ished ef fect ive ly  by  us ing these
venues .  Wr i t ten h is tory  prov ides one way of
knowing about  your  past ,  but  museums and
histor ica l  s i tes  br ing that  h is tory  a l ive .  

The h istory  of  the Gaspé Peninsu la  d id  not  begin
wi th  the arr iva l  of  the Europeans ,  Ind igenous
people  were a l ready here ,  and though very
impactfu l ,  the  arr iva l  of  the cod f ish ing monopoly
is  not  the on ly  h is tory  there  is  to  te l l .  The area is
a lso r ich  in  other  h is tory  inc lud ing :  The t rag ic
h istory  of  deported Acadians ,  the  in f lux  of
immigrants  f rom Scot land ,  I re land and England ,
the b lend of  Engl ish  and French cu l tures ,  the
sett l ing  of  Portuguese cod f ish  workers  in
Paspébiac ,  the  r ich  h is tory  and impact  of  Robin ,
Jones and Whi tman,  and the Channel  Is landers
who came here in  the 18th  and 19th  century .  

As  you t rave l  around the Peninsu la ,  there 
are  so many h istor ica l  venues to  choose 
f rom.

75 
MOTEL UNITS

• KITCHENETTES AVAILABLE 
• BAR / POOL ROOM 
• FREE WIFI 
• HEATED INDOOR POOL 
• SPA AND GYM

340, boul. St-Benoit Ouest, Amqui (Québec) 
1 800-463-0831



4, boulevard Perron, 
Pointe-à-la-Croix, 

Quebec 
 

1-418-788-2080

PASTALI RESTAURANT BAR AND POOL ROOM SAUNA

A warm welcome awaits you 
at this motel located in 

Pointe-à-la-Croix. 
With its newly added rooms, 

this establishment now boasts 
59 comfortable units. 

Restaurant service 
with family menu. 

The perfect location for 
discovering the Chaleur Bay. 

 
This establishment offers 

everything you 
need for a memorable stay!

C a s c a p e d i a  R i v e r  M u s e u m  ( C a s c a p e d i a - S t -
J u l e s ) :  The Cascapedia  R iver  f lows through the
v i l lage of  Cascapedia-St-Ju les .  I f  i t  cou ld  ta lk ,  i t
would  te l l  a  thousand ta les  about  the l ives  of  the
people  who l ived a long i ts  banks and about
those who came to  exper ience sa lmon f ish ing in
i ts  waters .  I t  would  recount  the loca l  fo lk lore
about  men who lost  the i r  l i ves  in  log dr ives  or
farmers  who had to  star t  aga in  af ter  f lood
waters  receded f rom the i r  f ie lds .  For  more than
150 years  the r iver  has p layed a  very  important
ro le  in  the deve lopment  and l i fe  of  th is
mul t icu l tura l  communi ty .  More in format ion

B a t t l e  o f  t h e  R e s t i g o u c h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c
S i t e  ( P o i n t e - à - l a - C r o i x ) :  For  200 years ,  the
wreck of  the Machaul t ,  a  26-gun mi l i tary  sa i l ing
vesse l  charged wi th  protect ing merchant  vesse ls
f rom the Br i t ish ,  has  remained under  water .  At
the Batt le  of  the Rest igouche Nat iona l  H istor ic
Si te ,  i t  i s  now poss ib le  to  admire  the sh ip ’s
remains  and to  re l ive  the last  nava l  bat t le
between France and Great  Br i ta in  for  possess ion
of  North  Amer ican terr i tory .  I t ' s  an  extraord inary
journey that  wi l l  take you a l l  the  way back to
1760!  More in format ion

P o i n t e  D u t h i e  ( N e w  R i c h m o n d ) :  A p lace for
adventure  and explorat ion ,  you wi l l  exper ience 
authent ic  encounters .  The e ighty- two-acre s i te
has 18  bu i ld ings ,  a  former  a i rst r ip  and pebble
beach at  the mouth of  the Grand-Cascapedia
River .  Exh ib i ts  and d isp lays  range f rom farm
machinery  and home furn ish ings to  handmade
household  utens i ls .  More in format ion

P a r c  n a t i o n a l  d e  M i g u a s h a  ( N o u v e l l e ) :  At  th is
protected area ,  f ish  and p lant  foss i ls  te l l  the
story  of  l i fe ,  recount ing the or ig in  of  the f i rs t
earth ly  vertebrates ,  some 380 mi l l ion  years  ago.
The parc  is  a  natura l  her i tage jewel  that ’s  sure  to
impress v is i tors  of  a l l  ages .  You wi l l  d iscover  a
vast  array  of  exh ib i ts  and fami ly  act iv i t ies .  The
park ’s  foss i l - r ich  c l i f f  is  on the UNESCO Wor ld
Her i tage l is t ,  making Miguasha the best  p lace on
earth  to  d iscover  the f ish  foss i l  wor ld  of  the
Devonian per iod .  More in format ion

Museums ,  h i s tor i c  s i t e s  & Int e rpre tat i on  Cen t r e s

https://cascapedia.org/home/index.htm
https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/ristigouche
http://duthiepoint.ca/
https://www.sepaq.com/pq/mig/index.dot?language_id=1


M u s é e  a c a d i e n  ( B o n a v e n t u r e ) :  The Musée
Acadien recounts  the fasc inat ing story  of  the
Acadians in  Quebec.  The museum s i te  inc ludes
s ix  bu i ld ings ,  each of  which imparts  a  story
re lated to  the reg ion ’s  economic and soc ia l
deve lopment .  More in format ion

K e m p f f e r  C u l t u r a l  a n d  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  C e n t r e
( N e w  C a r l i s l e ) :  Guided tours  of  the permanent
exh ib i t ion ,  New Car l is le :  A  V ibrant  Her i tage ,  wh ich
br ings to  l i fe  the h is tory  of  the town f rom the
arr iva l  of  the Loya l is ts  in  1784 to  Wor ld  War  I I ,
inc lud ing the story  of  a  German spy who was
captured in  1942.  More in format ion

E s p a c e  R e n é - L é v e s q u e  ( N e w  C a r l i s l e ) :
Composed of  a  themat ic  in terpretat ion park  and a
recept ion pav i l ion ,  the  Espace René-Lévesque
promotes an approach centered on people ,  the i r
journey ,  the i r  thoughts  and the i r  act ions .  An
audioguided walk  through the  garden in  the
company of  René Lévesque at  the d i f ferent
stages of  h is  l i fe  is  ava i lab le .  More in format ion

P a s p e b i a c  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  ( P a s p e b i a c ) :
Learn about  the cod f ishery  by  v is i t ing  the s i te 's
h istor ic  bu i ld ings .   The s i te  is  the b i r thp lace of  the
Robin  and Le Bout i l l ie r  Brothers '  companies .  In
the 19th  century ,  Paspebiac was one of  the
largest  export  ports  for  dr ied cod in  the wor ld !
The Le Bout i l l ie r  warehouse ,  one of  the largest
f ish ing bu i ld ings ever  bu i l t  in  North  Amer ica ,  is  a
f ive-storey wooden st ructure .  S ince 1766,
Paspebiac has been at  the heart  of  the h is tory  of
commerc ia l  f isher ies  in  the Gaspé Peninsu la ,  a
t rad i t ion  that  is  s t i l l  a l ive  in  th is  area .  There is
a lso a  f ish  market ,  restaurant ,  canteen ,  beach and
park  at  the s i te .  More in format ion

M a i s o n  L e G r a n d  ( P o r t  D a n i e l - G a s c o n s ) :  With
i ts  Second Empire  arch i tecture ,  the  century-o ld
Maison LeGrand is  a  jewel  among the her i tage
bui ld ings of  Port-Danie l–Gascons .  Today ,  i t
houses the town ha l l ,  the  l ibrary  and a  micro-
museum present ing the h is tory  of  the house and
the LeGrand fami ly .  The grounds inc lude a  park
wi th  in format ion panels  devoted to  loca l  h is tory .
More in format ion

C i r c u i t  d e s  b â t i s s e u r s  ( C h a n d l e r ) :  A h istor ica l
route  that  covers  the per iod of  the French
regime of  Bourg de Pabos unt i l  the  c los ing of
the Gaspés ia  paper  mi l l .  I t  i s  an  open-a i r
museum crossed by a  pedestr ian  and cyc l ing
path .  Ha l fway through ,  a  te lescope a l lows for
b i rd  watch ing .  The longest  a luminum pedestr ian
and cyc l ing br idge in  the wor ld  wi l l  a l low you to
cross the barachois  of  the Grand Pabos Bay to
get  to  the h is tor ica l  and archaeolog ica l  s i te  of
the Parc  du Bourg de Pabos .  More in format ion

L a  V i e i l l e  U s i n e  ( L ’ A n s e - à - B e a u f i l s ) :  Th is
former  cod-f ish ing p lant  is  located on the wharf .
I t  i s  now a b ist ro-sty le  café ,  venue and ar t
ga l lery .  En joy  a  dr ink  on the terrace as  you
admire  the v iew of  the nearby f ish ing boats .
More in format ion

P a r c  n a t i o n a l  d e  l ' Î l e - B o n a v e n t u r e -
e t - d u - R o c h e r ‑P e r c é  ( P e r c é ) :  The park  i s  r ich
in  natura l ,  h is tor ica l  and geolog ica l  her i tage .
Scu lpted by t ime and the sea ,  the park  inc ludes
Bonaventure  Is land and Percé Rock .  I t  i s  famous
for  i ts  co lony of  northern  gannets .  The park  has
15 k i lometres  of  h ik ing t ra i ls  and severa l
restored houses .  Note :  Bonaventure  Is land is
on ly  access ib le  by  boat .  More in format ion

L e  C h a f a u d  –  D i s c o v e r y  a n d  V i s i t o r s  C e n t r e
( P e r c é ) :  Located near  the Percé wharf ,  th is
large red and whi te  warehouse is  one of  the
most  typ ica l  bu i ld ings of  the cod-f ish ing era .
Today ,  the bu i ld ing houses a  d iscovery  centre .
In  the 1870s ,  the Char les  Robin  Company had
near ly  40 bu i ld ings in  Percé that  were used for
the cod-f ish ing t rade .  Nearby you wi l l  d iscover
severa l  of  those bu i ld ings st i l l  s tanding (La
Sal ine ,  La Neigère and the Genera l  Store) .  More
informat ion

M i l i t a r y  M u s e u m  ( N e w  R i c h m o n d ) :  The
museum's  exh ib i ts  exp lore  the mi l i tary  h is tory  of
the reg ion f rom i ts  ear l iest  t imes to  the present
day .  The museum is  des igned to  remember  the
contr ibut ions of  Gaspes ians in  the major  conf l ic ts
of  the 20th century  and the impact  these conf l ic ts
have had on the smal l  communi t ies  a long the
shores of  the Gaspé Coast .  More in format ion

Museums ,  h i s tor i c  s i t e s  & Int e rpre tat i on  Cen t r e s

https://museeacadien.com/
https://www.facebook.com/centrekempffer/
http://espacerenelevesque.com/
https://sitepaspebiac.ca/en/?fbclid=IwAR0KJdSPhve6S7dzREXCz51DTHFOxjE_tMDP7XXuHXAPbKy6vqZGUS3saEE
https://munpdg.ca/en/repertoire/musee-maison-legrand/
https://bourgdepabos.com/en/interpretation-center/
https://www.lavieilleusine.com/
https://www.sepaq.com/pq/bon/index.dot?language_id=1
https://www.sepaq.com/pq/bon/index.dot?language_id=1
https://www.facebook.com/BayChaleurMilitaryMuseum


B i r t h p l a c e  o f  C a n a d a  ( G a s p é ) :  A
reconstruct ion of  the v i l lage of  Gaspé as  i t  was
in  the 1900s.  V is i t  the  bu i ld ings and interact
wi th  gu ides in  per iod costumes.  The s i te
inc ludes a  her i tage house ,  warehouse ,  nava l
base ,  genera l  s tore ,  monuments ,  a  p layground
and a  publ ic  market .  More in format ion

M a n o i r  L e b o u t h i l l i e r  ( G a s p é ) :  Here you wi l l
learn  more about  the cu l ture  and h istory  of  the
Gaspé Peninsu la .  Bu i l t  around 1850-1860,
Manoir  Le Bout i l l ie r  served mul t ip le  purposes
at  the t ime — f ish ing stat ion ,  manager ’s  house ,
genera l  s tore  and lodging for  the h i red men.   In
addi t ion  to  the interpretat ion centre  there  is
a lso a  tea room and  geocaché act iv i t ies .  More
informat ion

M u s é e  d e  l a  G a s p e s i e  ( G a s p é ) :  D iscover  the
h istory  of  the Gaspé Peninsu la  as  you have
never  seen i t  before !  Trave l  to  the heart  of  the
h istory  of  the Gaspé,  f rom 380 mi l l ion  years
ago unt i l  modern soc iety .  D iscover  var ious key
moments  in  the h is tory  of  the peninsu la .  Take a
se l f ie  wi th  a  rep l ica  of  the cross ,  bear ing the
crest  of  the K ing of  France ,  that  was p lanted
by Jacques Cart ier  in  1534.  More in format ion

S i t e  d ’ i n t e r p r é t a t i o n  M i c m a c  d e  G e s p e g :
Come l ive  the Mi ’kmaq exper ience in  Gaspé!
Here you wi l l  d iscover  Gespeg’s  presence in
the Gaspé reg ion ,  i ts  h is tory ,  and i ts  cu l ture .
V is i t  the  rea l is t ic  recreat ion of  a  t rad i t iona l
v i l lage c i rca the 17th  century .  More in format ion

L e  C e n t r e  c u l t u r e l  L e  G r i f f o n  ( G a s p é ) :  V is i t
a  former  co ld-storage warehouse .  th is  cu l tura l
centre  is  an  important  e lement  of  loca l
mar i t ime her i tage due to  i ts  locat ion near  the
harbour  as  wel l  as  i ts  h is tory  and arch i tecture .
On s i te  you wi l l  d iscover  exh ib i t ions and a  café
wi th  an incredib le  v iew of  the Gul f  of  St .
Lawrence.  More in format ion

F o r i l l o n  N a t i o n a l  P a r c  ( F o r i l l o n ) :  In terpret ive
act iv i t ies  focused on the the area ’s  natura l  and
histor ica l  her i tage .  The park ’s  her i tage s i tes ,
inc lude a  h is tor ic  genera l  s tore ,  a  typ ica l
f isherman farmer ’s  house and Wor ld  War  I I
for t i f icat ions .  More in format ion

Museums ,  h i s tor i c  s i t e s  &
Int e rpre tat i on  Cen t r e s

https://berceauducanada.com/en/
https://manoirleboutillier.ca/en/
https://museedelagaspesie.ca/en
https://www.micmacgespeg.ca/
https://culturegriffon.ca/en/a-propos.html
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/qc/forillon/activ/sites


Save  the  date
J u l y  2 6 - 2 9
Fest i  P lage
Cap d 'Espoi r

J u l y  2 9 & 3 0
30th Annual  Mawiomi
POW-WOW 
Gesgapegiag

A u g u s t  5 & 6
Tradi t iona l  POW-WOW
Listuguj

A u g u s t  1 0 - 1 3
Fest iva l  Mus ique du Bout  du Monde
Gaspé

A u g u s t  1 7 - 2 0
Shigawake Agr icu l tura l  Fa i r  and
Music  Fest iva l
Sh igawake

A u g u s t  1 5 - 2 0
Les Percé ides -  In ternat iona l  F i lm
and Art  Fest iva l
Percé

A u g u s t  2 4 - 2 7
New Richmond Agr icu l tura l  Fa i r
New Richmond

A u g u s t  3 0 - S e p t e m b e r  3
Bluegrass Fest iva l
New Richmond

O c t o b e r  6 - 8
Fal l  Fest
Cascapedia-St-Ju les

Carleton, which includes the town of Saint-Omer since 2000, derives much of
its economy from tourism.  In fact, almost ¾ of the population is employed in
tourism and the services which support it. With a population of about 4,000,
Carleton has a great deal to offer tourists. Dining, thalassotherapy, unique
stores and a beautiful waterfront all add to the lovely vacation experience to
be enjoyed in Carleton and the area.  For those who love activity, the awesome
beach offers kite surfing and a sailing school. To conclude a day of water fun,
sleep in a yurt and be lulled to sleep by the sound of the waves.

https://festiplage.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gesgapegiag.powwow
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2482930521/
https://musiqueduboutdumonde.com/en/
https://shigawakemusicfestival.com/
https://perceides.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/NewRichmondAgriculturalAgricole
https://www.facebook.com/newrichmondbluegrass
https://www.facebook.com/groups/194819860550730


As you travel eastward you will pass through Maria and
then Gesgapegiag. Maria was historically the site of
summer settlement for Mi’gmaq families. Then in the
1770s the area was settled by Scottish, Irish and Loyalists.
Gesgapegiag is one of three First Nations communities
found on the Peninsula. 

When in Gesgapegiag be sure to visit the church whose
style resembles a traditional teepee dwelling. Various
events are held at Gesgapegiag including musical
evenings, bingo and traditional powwows. Canoe rentals
are available during the summer months. Have a look in
the handicraft shop for traditional native goods, such as
baskets, dream catchers, carvings and jewelry  There is
also a great spot for picnics and a fish market.

After a fun-filled day spent enjoying nature, take advantage of one
of the many picnicking sites along Highway 132.  Whether ordering
at a nearby canteen (try a poutine or a lobster club), shopping at a
local fish market or packing your own picnic, you won't regret it; the
view is priceless. 

Picnics: Having your own cooler will help to transport the picnic
and keep the food and drinks cold. Food safety is important.

There are other items to tuck into the basket or cooler that will
make the day more successful. These may include hand wipes or
sanitizing gel, a bag for any garbage, small packets of salt and
pepper, an opener if needed, and a tablecloth or blanket to lay on
the ground or picnic table.

Beverages are critical for a successful picnic. Water is a smart
choice and even a thermos of tea or coffee for the adults who like
to sit afterwards and relax. A bottle of local strawberry or honey
wine is also a great choice.

Nothing stirs up an appetite like fresh air, so pack lots of delicious
food. You may want to have sandwiches, chicken or even little
quiches. Salads are great and there are so many kinds to choose
from. You may want to cut up a container of munchable veggies
such as carrot sticks, peppers, cucumbers and radishes and take
along hummus for dipping. A perfect ending for the meal could be
fruit kebabs. You could also add cookies or squares. Other popular
picnic foods include devilled eggs, frozen grapes, roast beef, cheese
and lettuce rollups, tea biscuits, muffins and watermelon. 

Din i ng  w i th  a  v i ew!

Kayla Caplin Photography



Take a slight detour from Highway 132 to visit
Cascapedia-St-Jules, an area which boasts some of
the best hunting and fishing experiences anywhere.  The
area is famous for its historical lodges which host visitors
from all over the world who want to fish Atlantic Salmon
in a catch and release zone. The community hosts an
annual Fall Festival which offers a great family
experience during the day and music and camaraderie in
the evenings. A strong community spirit is evident and
many family friendly events are held in 
Cascapedia-St-Jules. A visit to the 
Cascapedia River Museum is a 
wonderful way to spend an afternoon
learning about the history of salmon 
fishing in the area.

Xenya Photography

Darlene Dimock





New Richmond is found between Gesgapegiag and
Caplan.  The town also includes the smaller
communities of Black Cape and St. Edgar. The first
Europeans who settled here were from Scotland in the
mid-1770s. It still has a large English-speaking
population.  Adventure awaits you in New
Richmond!

There is a heritage village at Duthie’s Point, which offers
a military museum, shops and historical exhibitions,
forest trails, scenic picnic areas and accommodations.
The town boasts a shopping centre and, of course, a
gorgeous waterfront.

Your fun day at Taylor’s Point Park can include a picnic,
as well as paddle boarding, canoeing or kayaking
(rentals available).  There are tracks for roller-blading,
walking and cycling.  Make your adventure last and stay
at the site's campground.

Another option is to visit the Pin Rouge Tourist Station
and stay in one of their colourful chalets.  Mountain bike,
hiking and ATV trails are available. Here you can also
canoe or kayak on the Little Cascapedia River or enjoy
a swim in the site's swimming pool. 

During the summer on 
Saturdays, a Farmers’ 
Market offers local 
products for sale.   

A variety of places 
to eat and shop are
available in New 
Richmond.  

Photograph Shaw 



Parks  and nature
P a r c  n a t i o n a l  d e  l a  G a s p é s i e :  Created in  1937 in  order  to
permanent ly  protect  the park 's  woodland car ibou and the
beauty  of  Mont  A lbert  and the McGerr ig le  Mounta ins ,  as  wel l
as  the R iv ière  Sa inte-Anne sa lmon.  The park  is  now
recognized as  a  mecca for  h ik ing .  The a l t i tude of  the
mounta ins  in f luences the c l imate .  Nature  enthus iasts  can go
hik ing ,  backpacking ,  t ra i l  runn ing ,  cyc l ing ,  f ish ing ,  canoeing ,
kayak ing and pedal  boat ing at  th is  park .  For   those seek ing a
greater  adventure ,  t ry  the whi tewater  canoeing and kayak ing
opt ions or  a  backcountry  expedi t ion .  Accommodat ions ,
d in ing ,  a  pool  and spa are  on s i te .  More in format ion

R é s e r v e  f a u n i q u e  d e  P o r t ‑D a n i e l :  Th is  park  has 25 lakes
chockfu l l  o f  t rout  and a  r iver  wi th  sa lmon ga lore .  The wi ld l i fe
d ivers i ty  is  astounding .  Act iv i t ies  inc lude f ish ing ,  h ik ing ,
berry  and mushroom p ick ing and moth observat ions .  Cha lets
and campground ava i lab le .  More in format ion

F o r i l l o n  N a t i o n a l  P a r k :  A  vaste  array  of  act iv i t ies  are
ava i lab le  for  nature  lovers  at  For i l lon  Nat iona l  Park .  In  the
Penoui l le  and Fort  Peninsu la  area act iv i t ies  inc lude h ik ing ,
cyc l ing ,  paddl ing ,  k i te  sur f ing ,  gu ided d iscovery  act iv i t ies .  I f
you ' re  t rave l l ing  wi th  ch i ldren ,  be sure  to  p ick  up the
Xplorers  book let .  There is  a  p layground,  access ib le  beach ,
p icn ic  area and equipment  renta ls .  In  the North  Area there
are camping fac i l i t ies ,  boat  excurs ions ,  a  d iscovery  centre ,
geocaching ,  as  wel l  as  h ik ing and cyc l ing t ra i ls .  In  the South
Area ,  adventure  seekers  can en joy  a  whale  watch ing cru ise ,
scuba d iv ing ,  wharf  f ish ing and kayak ing .  In  th is  area you can
a lso part ic ipate  in  d iscovery  act iv i t ies ,  h ike ,  cyc le ,  go
geocaching or  v is i t  the  pool .  

https://www.sepaq.com/pq/gas/index.dot?language_id=1
https://www.sepaq.com/rf/pod/index.dot


Privileged contact with wildlife.
40 native animal species

Insectarium - Amphibians and reptiles pavilion 
Little farm - Playground

Bonaventure bioparc.ca



Bonaventure offers many lovely attractions and events.  Located
at the mouth of the Bonaventure River, Bonaventure provides a
perfect opportunity for making memories for vacationers, whether
couples, groups or families.   The Musée Acadien du Québec has a
variety of exhibits to enjoy. The many stores include unique local
handicrafts and jewelry, bakery, poissonerie (fish store) and
pharmacy.  The waterfront is a busy place all summer long, with
swimmers and boaters.   A visit to Cime aventure will be a day you
will not forget.  Choose from kayaking, canoeing or rafting. Be sure
to check out their eco-lodges, yurts and teepees.

Attrac t i on s
Children of all ages absolutely love the Bioparc located in
Bonaventure and situated on the banks of the
Bonaventure River estuary where visitors and locals
delight in the antics of local fauna such as river otters,
seals, raccoons, bears and bobcats. Enquire about
feeding times as some of the more timid creatures put on
quite a show! The site also boasts a playground, as well
as a small petting zoo which is very popular with toddlers.
Bring a lunch and have a picnic on site. More information

Located at the Bourg de Pabos site in Chandler embark
on a mythical voyage between the Earth and sky at Nova
Lumina.  The trail is 1.5 km and will take about 60 minutes
to complete.  A specialized seahorse wheelchair is
available upon reservation to facilitate access to the trails.  
Also at the Bourg de Pabos site is Ura. Ura will immerse
you in an adventure where the power of water will take on
a new meaning. A mysterious woman will give you the
keys of eight stations placed here and there, along your
way. Inside these stations, you will live amazing
experiences. Never again, will you see the water in the
same way.  More information

Photograph Shaw 

Ashley Roussy

https://bioparc.ca/en/
https://bourgdepabos.com/en/
https://bourgdepabos.com/en/


THE NEXT STOP along Highway 132 is
New Carlisle, which is known for its
beautiful tree-lined streets. The Kempffer
Cultural and Interpretation Centre and
Espace René Lévesque are located in New
Carlisle.   

On Saturday mornings be sure to visit the
Local Market in the centre of town for a
variety of locally-grown and locally-made
goods. 

If you enjoy fishing, this might be the
place for you.  Try saltwater fishing in the
Bay of Chaleur or catch fresh water trout
in the many lakes and streams.

Accessing the beach by Green Street will
lead you to not only a lovely beach, nature
walk, bird sanctuary  and playground, but
you will also often find locals enjoying a
game of softball or listening to live music.

New Carlisle offers several options for
accommodations, as well as canteens and
a café.

 
Season opens with Family Ties

Exhibit “Back to Nature” 
July 4th at 1 p.m. 

Refreshments and light snack
will be served. Some very 

creative projects and a new
song to be revealed! We hope

to see you there, everyone
welcome!

Birdwatch i ng
Birdwatching opportunities abound here, and it is
estimated that over 350 species of birds can be sighted.
If you take this interest seriously, bring binoculars to
enrich the experience. The Gaspé is surrounded by
water, so the shorebird and seabird species are plentiful.

You may spot northern gannets, black-legged kittiwakes,
gulls, cormorants, great blue herons, harlequin ducks,
sandpipers and more. Other birds that abound include
robins, wrens, swallows, sparrows, grosbeaks, jays,
ravens, crows, eagles, woodpeckers, owls, hummingbirds,
grouse, pheasants and Canada Geese. 

Bring a copy of the book Birds of Eastern Canada and
keep a log of the birds you and your children have
spotted. 

Nancy Coulombe

Patricia Ste-Croix Annett



PLAN YOUR TRIP BUY LOCAL
Browse thegaspesianway.com to 

see what the English-speaking 
community has to offer

Purchase locally-made artisinal 
products. Open from Mon-Fri, 8-4 

168 Gerard D. Levesque, New Carlisle

Courtesy of CASA



Hunting for shells and sea glass

Collecting driftwood 

Building a sandcastle.  

Writing your name in the sand

Bird-watching.  

Taking lots of photos.  

Swimming,  splashing 

Tubing
Reading.  

Enjoying a picnic.  

Enjoy the sounds of the waves

A treasure hunt

Fishing

Flying a kite

Skipping stones

Everyone loves a fun day at the beach! Think of the
beaches of the Gaspé as your playground with so
much fun waiting to be had.  Pick your spot, put
down your blanket or chairs and your day begins.
Don’t forget a picnic, sunscreen and sand toys.
Don’t worry about getting wet. Accept that you will
find a wee bit of sand here or there on your blanket
or in your bathing suit.  You can set the pace for the
day of sun, sand and water.  The day can be active
or restful. It's up to you. Ask a local if you're not sure
which beach is best for fishing, swimming or
treasure hunting.



Ashley Roussy



Paspébiac is a historically significant town which
boasts the Banc de Paspébiac which is the home
of a historic fishing centre established by people
from the Channel Islands, the most prominent
being Charles Robin. Paspébiac was Quebec’s first
cod fishing centre.  You may notice that the accent
of the French is distinctive to Paspébiac. The early
Europeans came from Portugal and the Basque
region and their language’s influence can still be
detected in the area today.   This site has been
officially recognized as a National Historic Site of
Canada. Currently a very busy wharf and fishing
plant are located here.  Come during fishing season
to see the boats unload their precious cargo. There
is a store open to the public where you can
purchase freshly caught crab, lobster, herring and
more!  A scenic boardwalk provides a lovely
environment for walks, gazing at the water,
watching the seabirds and smelling the fresh salt
air.  On summer evenings you may fish off the
wharf while enjoying the sights and sounds of the
beach. The town also offers a motel, an auberge,
several restaurants, pharmacies and shopping. The
town hosts several music festivals and a crab
festival in August. The magnificent Catholic 
church has a Casavant organ and
offers evenings of music 
there. 

Photograph Shaw 



As you travel eastward you come to the municipality of Hope
where you’ll discover a lovely family-friendly park which offers
mini-golf and tennis courts. Watching a game of softball will be a
great evening of family fun. The locals fish for sea bass in the
evenings. Enjoy a hike along the bank, if you have young
children, a stroller or wagon is recommended. The municipality
of Hope also offers a canteen located conveniently beside its
outdoor park and well as Bed and Breakfast accommodations

The municipality of Hope Town, which is just east of Hope, has
a large campground with a beautiful view, an inground pool and
a very busy canteen!  There is also a municipal park, a
birdwatching trail along the barachois, geocaching opportunities
and a sandy beach. Hope Town derives its name from Henry
Hope, born in Scotland around 1750.  He was a Lieutenant
Governor of Quebec. The first European to settle there was
Duncan McRae, a soldier from Scotland.  

We have wind! The Gaspé experiences a lot of
windy weather.  That is part of our maritime
climate and many visitors love to experience it.
Whether you find the wind breezy, blustery, brisk
or wild, enjoy it as part of your Gaspesian
experience.  Make the wind part of your funfilled
days while on vacation.  Buy a kite and fly it,
especially near the shoreline. This is such a
beautiful sight and kids will love it.  Cloud
watching will allow you to see how fast the wind
is travelling, you could even visit a wind turbine
up close. Creating your own windsock on your
trip to one of our numerous beaches will be
loads of fun for people of all ages.
 
Take a long walk and let your hair blow in the
wind.  Make a simple parachute from a square of
plastic or piece of cotton, throw it up into the air
and watch what happens. You could even spend
your nights being lulled to sleep while listening to
the wind as it gusts and howls.

Go  f l y  a  k i t e !

Holly Smith



As you travel eastward you will pass through Saint-
Godefroi, Shigawake and Port Daniel - Gascons.
Each town is unique, and all offer a variety of
interesting experiences for travellers. 

Saint-Godefroi is a predominately French-speaking
town with a population of about 400 people. It has a
scenic harbour and you might be able to watch
fishing boats come and go. The wharf is a great spot
to sports fish. At the north end of the harbour there is
a sandy beach that is a popular spot with locals. You
can buy fresh fish at the local fish store. For those
who would like to explore Saint-Godefroi a little
longer, a scenic campground is available there as
well. 

Shigawake is a small, vibrant community that takes
its name from the Mi’gmaq word meaning “land of the
rising sun” or “white water.”  The oldest farmhouse,
from the early 1800s, on the Gaspé that was
continuously inhabited by one family is located in
Shigawake. The agricultural component of the annual
Shigawake Agricultural Fair and Music Festival has
been running for over 100 years. The event draws
huge crowds for the agricultural activities and the
eclectic, always enjoyable Music Festival. The fair
component features traditional contests, animal
judging, handicrafts and lawn tractor races. There are
also a large number of artisans.

Shigawake also has a small fishing and pleasure craft
harbour. The "Fraggle Rock" beach is an absolute
hidden gem. The lupine-lined ditches are the perfect
backdrop for a romantic drive. The local canteen is
recognized provincially for its lobster guédille (lobster
roll), but also features a great fish and chips.

Lyndsay Alyssa  Benwell



Visit the beautiful beach at McInnis Cove, 
Wildlife Reserve, belvedere, Colborn Park, 
St-Philip’s Anglican Church and 
many other attractions. 

Ask at the kiosk for information regarding: 
rest areas, gas stations, restaurants, 
depanneurs, canteens, B&B and motels. 

Port-Daniel-Gascons 
...welcomes you to stop and enjoy the 

many attractions in their community.

Come and enjoy the shows 
at our cultural and family space.

The municipal hall in Port Daniel-Gascons has very
interesting architecture and provides great photo
opportunities, as does most of the Gaspé Peninsula. The
cement plant is easily visible when driving along Highway 132
and is an important industrial project for the region.  Here the
calcium-rich rock, particularly limestone, is crushed and
heated to make material producing cement. You can often
spot vessels or a tug boat in the water near the cement plant. 

The rest stop near the harbour is a popular stop. If you're
looking for an activity the entire family can enjoy, Port Daniel-
Gascons boasts an impressive 18 geocaches. 

The town hosts a beach party every Friday afternoon.  For
sports enthusiasts the beach is a popular volleyball and yoga
location.  The town also has tennis facilities.

At the Parc du Colborne you will find hiking trails, scuba diving
and an unsupervised kayaking site, and a gazebo. This
commemorative park is named  after the ship that wrecked
on the rocks at Pointe-aux-Maquereaux on the night of
October 16, 1838. A 10-kilometre walking trail leads to fossils,
cliffs and the Colborne shipwreck site. Chalet rentals are
available at this location as well. 

With several beaches, lakes, rivers and a wildlife reserve, Port-
Daniel–Gascons is one of the best kept secrets of the Gaspé
Peninsula, that is located just one hour from Percé. It’s a
vacation paradise!

Miranda Fitzgerald



Chandler is the second largest town on
the Gaspé, after the town of Gaspé, with
a population of 7,700.  This area is one of
the first areas settled on the Gaspé
Coast.  It was destroyed in 1758 by
General James Wolfe and rebuilt by
1860.  In 1912 Percy Chandler built the
first pulp and paper mill on the Gaspé. 

Chandler has a magnificent church, as do
most Gaspesian towns.  The Catholic
churches tend to be large stone
churches, while the English 
churches, such as Anglican 
and United are more
modest architecturally, 
but just as beautiful and 
charming.  

A shopping mall and many 
restaurants are located in 
Chandler. Visit the Bourg de 
Pabos site for a multitude 
of unique experiences.

Geocach ing adven ture
 

If you are not familiar with
geocaching, that’s because it
is relatively new, just over 20
years. An opportunity to play
“hide and seek” while enjoying
the great outdoors of the
Gaspé. The goal is to find the
geocache and put your name
in it.  

Geocaching is a type of
treasure hunting where you
use your phone (or GPS) to
look for “caches” or hidden
containers using geographical
coordinates. You will need a
cell phone, a pen and a piece
of paper so that you can leave
your name and date to record
that you found the geo-cache. 



Percé has been chosen as one of the Most Beautiful Villages
of Quebec.  

In addition to Percé itself, the town's territory also includes the
communities of Barachois, Belle-Anse, Bougainville,
Bridgeville, Cap-d'Espoir, Cannes-de-Roches, Coin-du-
Banc, L'Anse-à-Beaufils, Pointe-Saint-Pierre, Rameau,
Saint-Georges-de-Malbaie, and Val-d'Espoir.

No vacation to the Gaspé Peninsula is complete without a
visit to, and many photos of, Percé Rock.  A visit by boat to
Bonaventure Island and around “The Rock” will provide
beautiful memories and photo opportunities of your vacation
to the Gaspé.  Another renowned attraction is the Percé
Geoparc (UNESCO).

Many lovely and quaint shops, restaurants and bird-watching
opportunities offer a full day in the Town of Percé. Wear
comfortable shoes.  You will be doing a lot of walking! Be sure
to visit the Corner of the Beach Historical Museum in the
former St. Luke’s Anglican Church.  

Paula Dicaire

Attrac t i on s
For outdoor enthusiasts, a visit to the Percé Geoparc is
recommended. If you crave adventure, you will find it at the
Percé Geoparc as you discover 500 million years of Earth’s
history. 

The Tektonik, a fun and immersive multimedia experience will
provide you with an overview of the geological and heritage
features of Percé, and introduce visitors to 23 geosites.

There is a network of 18 kilometres of trails. Guided hikes are
also available. 

The site also features a suspended glass platform. Thrill
seekers can soak up breathtaking views of Percé and the
surrounding area from an altitude of 200 metres (660 feet).
The zipline departs from this location, however it is not
available during the 2023 tourist seaon.

The Geopark site also features a campground and ready-to-
camp tents. More information

Sean Costello

https://geoparcdeperce.com/


to the beautiful region of 
Gaspésie this summer! We 

are thrilled to have you 
here and share the natural

wonders and unique 
experiences that await 

you.
 

As you embark on your 
Gaspesian adventure, we

encourage you to 
embrace the spirit of 

exploration and embrace
the natural wonders that

surround you. Let the 
serenity of the landscape

and the warmth of our
communities create 

memories that will last a
lifetime.

Welcome!

Stéphane Sainte-Croix 
Député de Gaspé

The Town of Gaspé is divided in
several sectors.  The Gaspé Bay
South sector consists of  Prevel,
Douglastown, Haldimand and
Gaspé Centre.

Douglastown, located just 15 minutes
southeast of the town of Gaspé, is
the home of many musical events.
Check in The Gaspé Spec
newspaper for upcoming shows and
music festivals in many areas that
you will visit.  Douglastown has one of
the largest Irish Catholic communities
in the Gaspé region.  A festival
celebrating the Irish heritage is held
every August.  Stop for a coffee at
the local café, there's sure to be
someone to chat with.

Haldimand Beach is a beautiful place
to spend a day, or more.  Don’t forget
to take a picnic lunch! 

Adventure seekers can chance
seeing a whale on a thrilling Zodiak
ride.

In this sector you will discover a
variety of heritage and cultural
activities, including the Gespeg
Micmac Interpretation Centre, the
Birthplace of Canada site, the
Jacques Cartier monument and
several art galleries.

The Gaspé Bay North sector
consists of Fontenelle, Saint-
Majorique, Penouille, Cap-aux-Os
and Grande-Grève.

In this sector cultural and heritage
highlights are Fort-Péninsule, the
Grande-Grave heritage site and the
Cap-Gaspé lighthouse.

For adventure seekers the
possibil it ies are almost endless: 

kayaking, paddle boarding, whale
watching and horseback riding.

Continuing along, next comes the
Coastal sector. This sector
consists of Cap Gaspé, Cap-des
Rosiers, Anse-au-Griffon,
Rivière-au-Renard, Petit-Cap,
Saint-Maurice-de-l’Échouerie,
Pointe-Jaune and L’Anse-à-
Valleau.

In this sector those wanting to learn
more about Gaspesian heritage can
visit the Centre culturel Le Griffon,
Manoir Le Boutillier, Site historique
de   Pointe-à-la-Renommée and
Site historique maritime du  phare
de Cap-des-Rosiers. There are
several artisan boutiques and
galleries in this sector as well.

Sea excursions, marine life
observations and fishing excursions
are some of the more popular
activities found in this part of Gaspé.

The Murdochville sector features
many activities for outdoor
enthusiasts including rafting,
kayaking and mountain biking. 



The Town of Gaspé features a variety of
restaurants both family-oriented and
speciality.  

Pick up a locally-made gin or beer at a
nearby distillery or microbrewery to enjoy it
with your picnic. 

There are a variety of choices when it
comes to accommodations: rustic camping,
yurts, chalets and motels. 

Gaspé is blessed with three magnificent
salmon rivers: York River, St-Jean River and
the Dartmouth River. The first salmon pools
are just 15 minutes away from downtown.

Dry and wet fly fishing are 
equally possible in Gaspé.

Sean Costello

Golf  Cours e s
Club de golf Carleton-sur-mer - Cradled
by the sea to the south and protected by the
mountains to the north, this 18-hole golf
course is very picturesque. More info

Golf Fauvel (Bonaventure) - An 18-hole
(72 par) golf course which can
accommodate the whole family for a fun
round or challenge seasoned golfers. It
consists of several bodies of water, sand
traps and beautiful vegetation. More info

Club de Golf Fort  Prevel  - For a unique
golfing experience, try this seaside course
and play on one of Canada's only par 6
courses! More info

Club de Golf Murdochville - Murdochville
Golf Club offers a 9-hole, 3,210-yard course
in the heart of the Gaspé Peninsula. More
info

https://golfcarletonsurmer.com/
https://www.agfauvel.com/
https://fortprevel.com/
https://www.facebook.com/golfmurdochville/
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Children of all ages love
animals and there are many
animal species that make
the Gaspé their home.

You and your family can also
keep an eye out for wild
animals as you travel along
the peninsula. Point out to
the children the many signs
alerting drivers about deer
crossing the highway!
Animals that are native to
the Gaspé include moose,
white-tail deer, bobcat, lynx,
beaver, coyote, red fox,
skunk, raccoon, river otter
and harbour seals. 

Wildlife

Robert Benwell


