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New Carlisle 
prison  
damage: 
Four years 
later and still 
no cell repair 
timeline

NEW CARLISLE – Four years 
and three months after damages 
to the New Carlisle prison by 
an inmate, the Société québé-
coise des infrastructures and the 
Public Security ministry are 
still floundering in a renovation 
project whose deadline is not 
even yet defined. 

On April 30, 2019, an in-
mate from the New Carlisle 
prison caused damages to ele-
ments of the plumbing, the 
electrical system, furniture and 
the electronic equipment in a 
section of the establishment 
amounting to tens of thousands 
of dollars.  

The damages, allegedly 
committed by Isaac Moffat-
Swasson, 32, from Listuguj 
forced the evacuation of a 16-
cell section of the prison and 
the temporary relocation of 
eight inmates to other facilities. 
Mr. Moffat-Swasson  has still 
not stood trial for these dam-
ages, 51 months after the events 
took place. 

By December 2019, eight of 
the 16 cells had been put back 
into operation because they 
were less damaged. 

As for the other eight cells, 
the 51 months since April 2019 
have only resulted in a refur-
bishment project affecting two 
of them, for detainees with "a 
high classification," reports 
Louise Quintin, public relations 
officer at the Ministry of Pub-
lic Security. 

When Ms. Quintin is asked 
why the cell repair project is 
taking so long, she specifies 
that it “required expertise on 
the components in place, analy-
ses on the solutions required 
and (it was necessary) to deter-
mine the architecture and engi-
neering work to be done to 
ensure the required security." 

Louise Quintin also points 
out that "the preliminary study 
(90% of it) was provided to the 

Port Daniel Harbour is glowing! 
On the evening of July 30, over 200 people participated in the first glow-in-the-dark paddle/kayak event which was held in the Port 
Daniel Harbour.  Participants decorated their paddle boards and kayaks with glow-in-the-dark sticks and decorations and were en-
tertained with fireworks and music from DJ STORM.  Event organizers are already planning another glow-in-the-dark activity for 
the summer of 2024.

MPS (Ministry of Public Secu-
rity) in April 2023. A schedule 
and a cost estimate are being 
prepared by the Société québé-
coise des infrastructure (SQI).” 
 

An old prison 
 

The New Carlisle prison 
was inaugurated 59 years ago 
in 1964.  The modernization 
project for the entire establish-
ment is being considered as 
well. “Analyses of a project to 
modernize several key sectors 
are underway at the SQI,” adds 
Ms. Quintin. 

The prison is obsolete due 
to the presence of barred doors 
and dormitories which is rare in 
Quebec jails today. The situa-
tion has also been denounced 
many times by the Syndicat des 
agents de la paix et des services 
correctionnels du Québec, the 
union representing prison 
guards. The union deplored 
mishaps during the pandemic, 
because the configuration of 
the New Carlisle prison con-
tributed to the rapid spread of 
Covid-19 in November 2020, 
during that outbreak many 
guards were also infected. 

“The detention facility is 

under the ownership of the 
SQI. Asset maintenance work 
is required in the coming 
years,” notes Louise Quintin. 

The Société québécoise des 
infrastructures reveals no new 
details when asked about the 
estimate of the April 2019 
damages, or a  timetable for 
when repairs will be com-
pleted. 

“The cell refurbishment 
project you mention is under-
way. We have reached the stage 
of developing plans and speci-
fications. However, it is still too 
early to put forward a precise 
timetable,” writes Francis Mar-
tel, spokesperson for the SQI. 

There are 50 cells at the 
New Carlisle prison. In July 

2021, the Ministry of Public 
Security was justifying the time 
elapsed since April 30, 2019, 
by the context that the occu-
pancy rate rarely surpasses 
70% at the prison. Inmates are 
usually serving a term of two 
years less a day at New Carlisle 
prison.  
 

Several more months  
before a trial 

 
As for Isaac Moffat-Swas-

son, who was detained in April 
2019 for a case of aggravated 
assault and for having uttered 
threats in an event which had 
occurred two months before, he 
will not stand trial for several 
months, as he is still looking 
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for a lawyer, both in the prison 
mischief case and in his assault 
and threat cases. 

Criminal and penal prose-
cuting attorney Maxime 
Rocheville-Paradis, of New 
Carlisle, succeeded in obtain-
ing a change of judicial district 
in this case, which is now 
being heard in Quebec. Mr. 
Rocheville-Paradis is still tem-
porarily taking care of the file. 

“The prison facilities and 
the New Carlisle courthouse 
are not suitable for a case of 
this kind,” he maintains. 

Mr. Marcel Guérin, the 
lawyer who had decided to de-
fend  Isaac Moffat-Swasson,  
died in April 2021 and his re-
placement, Reginal Victorin, 
decided after a few months not 
to defend the accused. 

Isaac Moffat-Swasson last 
appeared in court on July 14. 
“The case was postponed until 
September 6 in Quebec City. 
Mr. Moffat-Swasson is still 
looking for a lawyer. We are 
still at the pro forma trial pro-
cedure step. The judge in-
formed him that a trial date will 
be set on September 6. It is 
moving forward,” explains 
Maxime Rocheville-Paradis. 

New Carlisle jail
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Pierre Dubé fears the end of salmon fishing in 10-15 
years due to the increasing presence of striped bass

MATAPEDIA – A fishing 
guide for 60 years, Pierre 
"Pete" Dubé, of Matapedia, 
has noticed for several years 
the invasion of salmon rivers 
by striped bass. He, therefore, 
fears that 10 to 15 years down 
the road, Atlantic salmon will 
be replaced as the dominant 
species in the Gaspé Peninsula 
rivers. 

The warming of the water, 
he says, is the main factor ex-
plaining the rising presence of 
striped bass in rivers such as 
the Matapedia and the Res-
tigouche, where Mr. Dubé has 
fished since his childhood. He 
caught his first salmon when 
he was nine years old.  

While he is far from deny-
ing global warming as a con-
tributing factor to rising 
temperatures in salmon rivers, 
the guide sees above all forest 
clearing as the major explana-
tion behind the massive arrival 
of striped bass in the rivers. 

“The striped bass is at-
tracted to warm water. As 
salmon habitat deteriorates, 
the water gets warmer. Our 
rivers are a third wider than 
they were many decades ago 
because of bank erosion, 
which also leaves sediments 
in the pools. Water depth is 
decreasing and the sun has di-
rect access to the river. Log-
ging, because it leaves large 
spaces, creates fast water run-
downs because the trees are 
no longer there to slow down 
the snow melting in the 
spring,” describes Pete Dubé. 

Based on hydrological data 
taken uninterruptedly for 41 
years on the Restigouche 
River, Mr. Dubé points out 

that spring water flows in-
creased by 450% at this 
recording station between 
1962 and 2003, which means 
over 14,600 days. The Envi-
ronment Canada hydrological 
station is located near the 
junction point of the Kedg-
wick and Restigouche rivers. 

“The ice comes down ear-
lier and earlier in the spring, 
because of the faster snow 
thaw. Ice blocks are too big, 
too strong because they have 
not had enough time to melt; 
they demolish the river. They 
act like bulldozers on the 
banks,” says Pierre Dubé. 

This bulldozing action 
tends to fill salmon pools. “At 
the McCallum pit, right next 
to the Matapedia Interprovin-
cial Bridge, there was 40 feet 
of water (12 metres) a few 
decades ago. If we returned to 
the water level of 2021, which 
was extremely low, we would 
cross this pool with high boots 
this summer,” he points out. 
 

Spring break-up  
comes much earlier 

 
Based on 41 years of hy-

drological data collected by 
the Environment Canada sta-
tion situated along the Res-
tigouche River, Mr. Dubé 
found that the spring break-up  
occurs earlier over the 
decades. 

“I wanted to have 40 years 
of data to verify average 
break-up dates, and I wanted 
to take five years at the start 
and five years at the end of 
those 40 years. On average, 
the break-up took place on the 
94th day of the year (between 
1999 and 2003 inclusively) 
while it was on the 115th day 
of the year (between 1962 and 

1966). It's 21 days earlier. It 
makes a big difference,” he 
says. 

His house is located at the 
junction of the Matapedia and 
Restigouche rivers, where the 
first flows into the second. He 
knows both rivers like the 
back of his hand. He has writ-
ten a book on the phenomena 
linking logging to spring 
floods. 

He comes back to the ex-
planation about accelerated 
spring melt, a consequence, he 
assures, of large deforested 
areas which on the one hand 
expose the snow to direct sun-
light and, on the other hand, 
promote surface runoffs be-
cause these large deforested 
areas favour deep freezing 
during the winter, especially 

on the plateaus bordering 
most of the Gaspé Peninsula 
rivers, plateaus that are lo-
cated at a relatively high alti-
tude. 

“I have consulted experi-
enced forestry workers and 
they are categorical. Large 
surfaces exposed to strong 
winter winds cause deep frost 
because the snow will be 
blown away and consequently 
doesn’t act as insulation 
against cold temperatures. A 
dense forest will essentially 
prevent the soil from freezing 
as the snow accumulates dur-
ing the winter. That snow will 
play its insulation role,” he 
says. 

“Over large, depleted sur-
faces, the water from melting 
snow, instead of penetrating 
the ground and replenishing 
the water table, runs off and 
picks up sediment as it de-
scends to the rivers. You lose 
your groundwater in the 
process. This water would 
keep the river colder if it 
passed through the water 
table,” analyzes Mr. Dubé. 

He takes, as proof, the dif-
ference between temperatures 
compiled in the river and in 
brooks. 

“In the summer of 2021, 
the river water temperature 
was 84 degrees (Fahrenheit) 
on the Restigouche River and 
82 degrees on the Matapedia 
River. The temperature of the 
Saint-Alexis hill brook was 44 
degrees. That’s a 40 degree 
difference! A lot of those un-
derground brooks no longer 
reach the river. I went yester-

day and the river was at 76-77 
degrees and the brook was still 
at 44. That’s still a difference 
of 32-33 degrees and it is early 
August. The temperature will 
still increase. The river’s nor-
mal temperature should be 65 
degrees,” adds Pete Dubé after 
an August 2 outing. 

While he does not dispute 
the existence of global warm-
ing, he is convinced that the 
main factor in the increase in 
water temperature in salmon 
rivers stems from deforesta-
tion over large areas and the 
increased surface of rivers, 
which diminished water depth. 

“Put some water in a con-
tainer 10 inches in diameter. 
Put the same amount of water 
in a five-inch container and 
you will see that the water in 
the ten-inch container will 
heat up much faster. When 
you lose your depth, you give 
direct access to the sun to a 
larger area. The sun heats 
rocks that once lay deep. I am 
not saying that climate change 
does not exist. I would say that 
more than three-quarters of the 
warming of our rivers is 
caused by the deterioration of 
the habitat, of their banks,” as-
sures Pierre Dubé. 
 

Pessimistic about the 
 future of salmon fishing 

 
Mr. Dubé is pessimistic 

about the future of sport 
salmon fishing. “There is no 
way of controlling the striped 
bass population. A catch limit 
shouldn’t have been imposed 
upon fishing resumption,” he 
affirms. 

He doesn’t believe in a 
deep modification of forestry 
practices either, a modification 
that would prevent log har-
vesters from clearcutting  
major surfaces of public or 
private land.   

“It is too late. Changing the 
practices now will not yield 
results for many years. In 
some cases, managers have 
opted to dig in order to repair 
the river. It was carried out on 
the Margaree River in Nova 
Scotia. They dug and nar-
rowed the river bed. It would 
probably cost $1 billion to do 
the same thing on the Res-
tigouche and Matapedia 
rivers. In the million-dollar 
pool area, near the mouth of 
the Patapedia River, such 
work was done and it took 300 
loads of ten-wheeler trucks 
just for that pool. Imagine the 
cost of repairing the whole 
Restigouche River,” concludes 
Pete Dubé. 
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Sediments are more present than ever on the Matapedia River, near the junction point with the 
Restigouche.

 Pete Dubé is pessimistic about the future of salmon fishing.



Police report
The March 2022 death of  Magella Allard, 83,  in Nouvelle has been ruled accidental. The Société du 
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie, the railway company operating freight trains between Matapedia and New 
Richmond, complied with the procedures before and after the accident. This is the conclusion rendered 
by coroner, Maxime Richer, who recently published his investigation report on the collision that claimed 
Mr. Allard’s life. 

On March 1, 2022, Mr. Allard was walking, as usual, on or near the railway tracks unaware that a train 
was travelling eastbound. When coming around a curve, the crew members on the train saw the back of  
the man, who was between the tracks.  He was apparently leaning forward, as if  he was looking for some-
thing. The locomotive whistle was blown and Magella Allard turned his head towards the train. He likely 
tried to get out of  the way, but the collision could not be avoided. The man remained conscious in the 
ambulance during his transfer to the Maria hospital and was later that day transferred to the Hôpital l'En-
fant-Jésus in Quebec City. He died on March 2 due to major internal injuries. 

The incident report produced by the railway company does not show any breach of  procedures. At 
the time of  the collision, the train was travelling between 26 and 29 miles per hour, which is below the 
35 miles per hour speed limit at this location. The brake check was carried out in the morning before de-
parture. 

Magella Allard was an avid hunting enthusiast. It is, therefore, possible, according to Coroner Richer, 
that he was distracted by animal traces near the railway or noises. The coroner, therefore, concludes that 
the death was accidental. The relatively sharp railroad curve located west of  the accident location gave very 
little time for the train crew to react to the sight of  Mr. Allard. 
 
Sûreté du Québec officers intensified their surveillance on Quebec roads and rivers over the second week 
of  the construction break following the high number of  fatal accidents that occurred between July 21 and 
July 30, the first week of  that active vacation period. Sûreté du Québec spokesperson, Raphaël Drolet, re-
ported on July 31 that 11 road collisions resulted in 15 deaths during the first week of  the construction 
break. “This is more than the whole construction break total of  each of  the four previous years,” indi-
cates Officer Drolet. He also says that three people drowned in Quebec during the first half  of  the con-
struction break, mainly in rivers. “This situation means that over the rest of  the vacation period, about 
20 Quebec families prepared funerals instead of  enjoying time off  in a park, a zoo or at home,” he 
summed up. He asks people to slow down while driving, fasten their seatbelts, refrain from consuming 
alcohol, drugs or using their cellular phone at the wheel, travel earlier during the day to avoid fatigue and 
wear their life jackets when going on the water. 
 
A 43-year-old man is expected to be charged with impaired driving after hitting three houses and a busi-
ness with his vehicle on July 24 in Bonaventure. Sûreté du Québec police officers were notified around 
1:30 p.m. of  the suspect's erratic driving on Charpentier Street. The damaged business and residences are 
located on Charpentier and Louisbourg streets. The incident caused no injuries. The man was travelling 
at a low speed, according to the Sûreté du Québec. “The file has not been submitted to our office for the 
moment,” points out criminal prosecutor Cédric Leblanc-Falardeau, of  the New Carlisle courthouse. The 
suspect was questioned and released, pending a commitment to appear when summoned to do so. The 
police have still not completed their investigation.  
 
A drowning was narrowly avoided on the Bonaventure River on July 20 after a woman capsized during a 
canoe excursion. The woman who was wearing a life jacket, remained stuck underwater. Luckily, a man 
who happened to be nearby intervened. According to the Sûreté du Québec, he carried out cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR) on the victim while waiting for the paramedics. The woman was conscious 
during her transfer to the hospital, and according to police she recovered within a few hours. 

Caution is particularly advised on the river due to its high-water level, according to Ronald Cormier, 
director general of  the ZEC Bonaventure, who explains that the flow was 45 cubic metres per second at 
the time of  the July 20 incident, while the normal for this time of  year is more like 20 cubic metres. The 
canoeing conditions are, therefore, more difficult than normal. The salmon run count scheduled for July 
24 was cancelled for this reason. The abundant rains in the river's watershed were responsible for this sit-
uation. 
 
Jacques Lantin, 64, from the Pabos Mills part of  Chandler, was recently sentenced to 30 days in prison 
and has to pay fines totalling $156,450, a conviction stemming from a contraband tobacco investigation 
carried out by the agents of  the Sûreté du Québec from the Rocher Percé MRC police station. On No-
vember 25, 2021, Jacques Lantin admitted to police that he bought 21 cases of  contraband cigarettes be-
tween November 24, 2019 and November 24, 2021. These cases each contained 50 packs of  200 cigarettes 
not identified in accordance with the law. 

On July 5, the man pleaded guilty to one charge against him, having sold, delivered or had in his pos-
session tobacco intended for retail sale in Quebec and whose package was not identified in accordance 
with the Tobacco Tax Act. It was his third offence for possession of  contraband cigarettes. As well as 
being sentenced to serve 30 days in jail, his driver's license was suspended for a period of  90 days effective 
August 1. 

Through a press release, Revenue Quebec also announced that the six other people and a company, 
all based in other parts of  the province, were convicted of  contraband tobacco offences. They were or-
dered by the Quebec Court to pay fines totalling $742,220.39. Another person was also sentenced to 
serve a prison term. Some of  these people were accused of  having transported tobacco intended for sale 
and whose package was not identified in accordance with the Tobacco Tax Act or not being registered 
with Revenue Quebec or holding any of  the permits required by the law to engage in commercial activ-
ities related to tobacco products. 

Revenue Quebec reminds people who carry out commercial activities related to the products of  to-
bacco that they must hold the permits required by law. In addition, tobacco intended for sale in retail in 
Quebec must be identified in the manner and on the conditions prescribed by regulation. 

Failure to comply with any of  these obligations constitutes an offence and may result in a minimum 
fine of  $6,000 and a maximum prison term of  two years. People who buy smuggled tobacco for their con-
sumption are exposed to a minimum fine of  $350. 

Revenue Quebec's mission is to contribute to the economic and social development of  Quebec by sup-
porting the population and businesses in understanding and fulfilling their tax responsibilities, adds the 
ministry in a press release, which also mentions that the organization ensures that everyone pays their fair 
share and benefits from the programs to which he or she is entitled. 

Page 3, August 9, 2023 - Spec
    Cont'd on page 7

GILLES GAGNÉ 

MATAPEDIA – The rising 
presence of striped bass in 
the Matapedia and Res-
tigouche rivers, as reported 
by fishing guide Pierre 
“Pete” Dubé and a fair num-
ber of sports fishermen is 
also generating worries else-
where in the Gaspé Penin-
sula. In fact, the managers of 
the Grand Cascapedia and 
Bonaventure rivers are also 
keeping a close eye on 
striped bass, which are mov-
ing upstream in greater num-
bers. 

Darlene Sexton, director 
general of the Cascapedia So-
ciety, which manages the 
Grand Cascapedia River 
sports fishing, points out that 
“yes, we do unfortunately 
(see more striped bass this 
year than over previous 
years). We are seeing them all 
the way up to the Salmon 
Branch,” states Ms. Sexton. 

The Salmon Branch is a 
stream located about 60 kilo-
metres north of the mouth of 
the river. 

Darlene Sexton is not 
ready to quantify for now the 
number of striped bass mov-
ing up the river. It is “not 
hundreds yet that I know of 
but definitely more than a 
few dozen.” 

The annual count of 
salmon and striped bass on 
the Grand Cascapedia River 
will be carried out mid-to-
late August, she points out. 

On the Bonaventure 
River, the annual salmon and 
striped bass count was car-
ried out on August 1 and 2, 
eight days later than expected 
because the river was too 
high on July 24. 

“We saw 33 striped bass 
during the count. We can’t re-
ally say that the count is 
higher. Over the last few 
years, it was between 20 and 
30. The higher presence of 
striped bass is not a phenom-
enon that has been accentu-
ated, not in our river. We 
manage 60 kilometres from 
the Hall River junction with 
the Bonaventure and up. 
What we see, though, is a 
greater number upstream. We 
see a strange phenomenon 
this way. We used to see 
striped bass in groups of 
seven or eight, now they are 
divided into smaller groups 
of two to three, with the ex-
ception of a group of five. We 
are worried, even if this 

year’s reality resembles that 
of the last three or four years. 
We are talking to the other 
rivers’ managers,” explains 
Ronald Cormier. 

In Quebec, the Ministry of 
the Environment, the Fight 
against Climate Change, 
Wildlife and Parks is respon-
sible for the management of 
freshwater and diadromous 
species (fish that live in fresh 
and salt water), including 
striped bass. Within the min-
istry, the Aquatic Fauna ex-
pertise department provides 
provincial coordination of 
management and knowledge 
acquisition on the two striped 
bass populations found in 
Quebec, the Saint Lawrence 
estuary stock and the south-
ern Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
stock.  

Biologists responsible for 
aquatic fauna in regions fre-
quented by striped bass par-
ticipate in the management of 
the species, which is found in 
nine regions, as far up the 
Saint Lawerence River as 
Montérégie and Lanaudière. 

The Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, the Fight against 
Climate Change, Wildlife and 
Parks refused SPEC’s request 
for an interview regarding the 
importance of the striped bass 
population in the Gaspé 
Peninsula rivers. 

“The presence of striped 
bass in fresh water is rela-
tively unknown to date. How-
ever, it should be remem- 
bered that the striped bass has 
opportunistic behaviour, both 
in its diet and in the use of its 
habitat. It, therefore, tries to 
find the best habitats for its 
food in the summer, explain-
ing why it can find itself up-
stream of rivers, like this year 
in the Matapedia River. So, 
the striped bass is a migratory 
fish, it does not complete its 
life cycle only in fresh water. 
It is, therefore, not expected 
that it will remain upstream 
of the river. It will probably 
soon return to the gulf (of 
Saint Lawrence) to feed 
there,” replies Ève Morin 
Desrosiers spokesperson for 
the Ministry of the Environ-
ment, the Fight against Cli-
mate Change. 

She also stresses that mon-
itoring has been developed in 
partnership with the Quebec 
Federation for Atlantic 
Salmon, allowing salmon 
fishing enthusiasts to declare 

More striped bass are  
seen upstream this year 
The authorities only have a very  
partial knowledge of striped bass stock
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Editorial section

 
 
 
On July 26, Canada’s Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, 
announced a major cabinet shuffle that sent Gaspé 
Peninsula and Magdalen Islands Member of Parlia-
ment, Diane Lebouthillier, from the Canada Revenue 
Agency to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 
which includes the management of the Canadian 
Coast Guard. 

Mr. Trudeau dropped seven ministers and changed 
nearly three-quarters of his cabinet that day, modifying 
his team during a period of international tensions and 
controversies in his country. Seven new faces were 
also added to the cabinet and 12 ministers were as-
signed different tasks. 

Trailing in surveys, the Liberal Party of Canada’s 
high brass opted to reinforce its presence where it is 
already strong instead of trying to make breakthroughs 
where the Conservative Party seems solidly en-
trenched. 

Diane Lebouthillier’s promotion to Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada means that Justin Trudeau is counting 
on Quebec to provide him with solid support when 
election time comes. 

Mr. Trudeau runs a minority government but in re-
ality, he runs what looks like a majority, considering the 
support provided by the New Democratic Party. The 
NDP cannot financially afford an election in the near 
future and, therefore, gives its support to the party 
whose program looks quite similar. So, the next elec-
tion might not occur before 2025. It would then be 
three-and-a-half to four years after the fall of the 2021 
election, and it would make an unusually long term for 
a minority government. 

Where does Diane Lebouthillier fit into all of that? 
She did a less-than-stellar job as Minister responsible 
for the Canada Revenue Agency. It is an agency that 
depends heavily on the Department of Finance and to 
a certain point, on the Treasury Board. 

The Canada Revenue Agency is in charge of in-
come tax and fighting tax evasion. Canada remains at 
the bottom of the class regarding the fight against tax 
evasion, mainly due to poor laws in that regard, a lack 
of firmness when the time comes to corner business 
big shots, staff shortcomings and an overall lack of will 
to improve the country’s record in the matter. 

Diane Lebouthillier also lacked the necessary 
knowledge to tackle a true reform of the Canada Rev-
enue Agency tax evasion targets. The pandemic might 
have prevented development in that regard but close 

to four-and-a-half years elapsed between her early No-
vember 2015 appointment to the cabinet and the 
March 2020 coronavirus crisis. This is not counting the 
last year of relatively normal life. 
 

A modest regional record 
 

In a fairly high number of regional stakes, her record 
of the last eight years is also lacklustre. 

She was elected on October 19, 2015, promising 
improvements in transport. Some people still remem-
ber her priority, “the bus before the plane, and the plane 
before the train.” 

The situation has clearly deteriorated since. Despite 
that commitment, bus services, although mainly regu-
lated by the Quebec government, have failed to im-
prove, airfares have gone up and the reliability of aerial 
transporters has gone down the tube, in a sector where 
her federal government could intervene more. More-
over, Gaspesians are still waiting for the return of VIA 
Rail’s passenger train, after 10 years of service sus-
pension. 

Overall, Ms. Lebouthillier has shown very little influ-
ence in transport, despite bragging for years about the 
importance of sitting at the cabinet table and being able 
to get some points across by talking to her colleagues. 

Her lack of knowledge in the railway file is close to 
embarrassing and some of her positions come in direct 
contradiction with a regional priority, the overall return 
of train services to Gaspé, the region’s main town, 
something she doesn’t believe in. Her position contra-
dicts the fact that her government has earmarked a tad 
under $56 million to support the railroad’s refurbish-
ment between Port Daniel and Gaspé. 

She should remember that a railway announcement 
of $45.8 million just prior to the 2019 electoral cam-
paign greatly helped her re-election following a close 
battle against Bloc Québécois candidate Guy 
Bernatchez.  The federal government has also slept 
at the wheel over the years in the housing file, having 
failed to maintain programs favouring affordable units. 
When did Diane Lebouthillier raise her voice towards 
her cabinet colleagues to advocate for such programs, 
given the lack of housing in her constituency? We 
haven’t heard of it. 

Recently, following eight years of her tenure, the 
Cap-des-Rosiers lighthouse, a country-wide icon, was 
closed due to poor maintenance. Paltry sums of money 
were handed out over the years to postpone the cur-
rent disastrous situation. Again, her lack of vigour in 
that file stands out more than anything else. 
 

Can she improve at Fisheries and Oceans? 
 

Diane Lebouthillier has not stood out in handling her 
constituency’s Fisheries and Oceans Canada files ei-
ther since 2015. Truth be told, she recognized, follow-
ing the Matapedia flood of April 2019, that the 
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Canadian Coast Guard had failed by giving priority to 
the Acadian Peninsula crab fishermen instead of prop-
erly de-icing the bottom of the Restigouche River. 

However, that positive note was marred by her gen-
eral attitude in the herring and mackerel files, where 
she failed to support a group of low-income fishermen 
while there has never been that much money in East-
ern Canada fisheries. 

Commercial fishing files are often complicated. 
Over the last eight years, Diane Lebouthillier has rarely 
shown that she is willing to make the necessary efforts 
to have a solid grasp on those files, at least publicly. 

Can she improve in that regard? Of course, she 
can. Maybe she will be more animated by fisheries 
stakes than by those of the Canada Revenue Agency. 

She can likely count on a few months to recognize 
and master the main stakes of her new ministry, and 
those stakes occupy a fair share of her constituents’ 
priorities. 

Ms. Lebouthillier starts her new position with what 
looks like favourable support from many fishermen as-
sociations located in the Gaspé Peninsula, the Mag-
dalen Islands and Maritimes. However, with pending 
issues like the shrimp crisis, the necessary resumption 
of redfish activities and the unresolved herring and 
mackerel crises, she will have very little wiggle room 
for mistakes. 

The support she is currently receiving is common 
when a new Fisheries and Oceans minister is ap-
pointed. Nobody wants to start a skirmish with a new 
minister before having heard him or her. However, the 
patience level of some stakeholders could be short-
lived. 

Letter to the editor 

Once again I am reading excellent reporting by 
Gilles Gagne on the subject of new oil drilling in the 
fragile waters off the Grand Banks.   Moreover, I can’t 
believe that a company such as the American oil giant, 
ExxonMobil with a net worth of $432.40 billion dollars 
will be reimbursed in part by one of the poorest places 
in Canada, that being Newfoundland and Labrador.  
You just have to shake your head at the absurdity of it 
all when we are greatly encouraged to follow the 3 R's 
and these companies are wrecking havoc on our frag-
ile, marine ecosystems without a thought for the inhab-
itants of such an environment.    Their only thought is 
for how much money will be made from the hopeful 
find. 

It is sad and also disgusting that our federal gov-
ernment will allow such a project to continue in such a 
productive marine environment where a blowout or a 
spill could cause such irreversible damage for years to 
come.  Just look at what happened with Deepwater 
Horizon; that was supposed to be very safe, too. 

Ann Lavoie  
Restigouche-Sud-East, Quebec 

Gilles Gagné 
 
Commentary

Can Minister Diane 
Lebouthillier shine at Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada?



Page 5, August 9, 2023 - Spec

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GILLES GAGNÉ 

Renovations to the René-Lévesque  
House will not happen this year 

NEW CARLISLE – The Min-
istry of Culture and Communi-
cations has not planned any 
work in 2023 on the René-
Lévesque House. The ministry 
took possession of the house 
located in New Carlisle in Sep-
tember 2021.  It is the child-
hood home of  René Lévesque, 
the former journalist and Pre-
mier of Quebec between 1976 
and 1985. 

In an email, the ministry in-
dicates that it is working on 
drafting a schedule of needs in 
order to plan the work that is 
required on the building. 

The Ministry of Culture and 
Communications hopes that 
the start of renovations will 
commence in the spring of 
2024. This will give the Min-
istry enough time to carry out 
the various necessary expert 
assessments needed for the 
building. 

"There are several scenarios 
under discussion with the Min-
istry of Culture. The consulta-
tion team is thinking about an 
interpretation centre with the 
Espace René-Lévesque already 
located in New Carlisle.  It 
would be a contemporary 
restoration of Mr. René 
Lévesque's family home and 
become an annex to the Espace 
René-Lévesque," says David 
Thibault, the mayor of New 

Carlisle. 
“It could also become an 

office for the Ministry of Cul-
ture or people in journalism or 
radio, or even linked to a uni-
versity where journalism or 
radio students come to the 
Gaspésie would have a space 
to work that is linked with the 
history of Mr. Lévesque,” adds 
the mayor. 

“We have no preference for 
the use of the building. What 
matters is its enhancement, and 
its restoration because it re-
mains a building in very poor 
condition. There was emer-
gency work done but in the 

heart of the village, it is impor-
tant that this infrastructure be 
updated,” says Mr. Thibault, 
who adds that around 3,000 
people visit the Espace René-
Lévesque each summer and 
half of these visitors ask to see 
the René-Lévesque house. 

“Given the state of the 
house, this is not a desirable 
situation,” continues the mayor 
who thinks entrusting the 
house to Espace René-
Lévesque would be the natural 
option. 

"That would be another 
component and eventually 
linked to a walking tour with 

other historic sites in New 
Carlisle. We could start at Es-
pace René-Lévesque, continue 
on to the René-Lévesque 
house and then allow visitors 
to discover the Hamilton 
House and the Kempffer Cen-
tre. Several sites could be 
linked together," suggests the 
mayor. 

In its email, the ministry 
adds that in 2022, it carried out 
various urgent work to ensure 
the preservation of the René-
Lévesque House and curb its 
deterioration. 

Work carried out included 
securing the premises, repair-

ing the roof (rafters and sheath-
ing), replacing studs and run-
ners, restoring the heating 
system and controlling humid-
ity. 

In September 2022, the 
ministry planned new inter-
ventions, this time aimed more 
particularly at the restoration of 
the foundation of the building, 
but the plans have since been 
revised. 

It is estimated that restoring 
the René-Lévesque house to its 
original state would cost ap-
proximately $800,000. 

The detailed 83-page docu-
ment regarding the state of the 
house mentioned that the resi-
dence built in 1905 needed an 
investment of $131,000 imme-
diately for major work and up-
grading. The report noted 
significant mold, heavy inte-
rior deterioration due to water 
infiltration and degraded exte-
rior cladding and roofing. The 
building may also contain as-
bestos and lead. 

The document specified 
that the decontamination work 
must be done before launching 
its restoration based on the pe-
riod from 1922 to 1938  when 
the former premier spent his 
childhood there. 

The René-Lévesque House 
was classified as a heritage 
building on October 19, 2012, 
and obtained recognition status 
on June 24, 1995. 

The current state of the René-Lévesque House in New Carlisle.

Photo: N. Sergerie

SAINT-ALPHONSE – An Au-
gust 3 - 4 fire at Exploitation 
Jaffa in Saint-Alphonse mobi-
lized up to 50 firefighters and 
two SOPFEU aircrafts in an at-
tempt to control the blaze that 
erupted in a pile of building 
and other residual materials. 

The alarm was given at 
3:30 p.m. on August 3 and 
given the proximity of the for-
est, a call was sent to 
SOPFEU, the Quebec body in 
charge of putting out forest 
fires, explains SOPFEU 
spokesperson, Mélanie Morin.   

“We still don’t know the 
cause of the fire but the munic-
ipal firefighters asked for the 
intervention of SOPFEU be-
cause the blaze was spreading 
rapidly and it was threatening 
to spread over the nearby 
woods,” explained Ms. Morin 
on the morning of August 4. 

SOPFEU intervened with 
two aircrafts that came from 
Baie-Comeau on August 3 and 

The mayor of Saint-
Alphonse, Josiane Appleby, 
also talked to the SPEC on the 
morning of August 4 and said 
that up to 50 firefighters had 
converged to the Exploitation 
Jaffa’s site in order to make 
sure that the blaze would be 
put out once and for all. 

“The firefighters came from 
Bonaventure, Caplan, New 
Richmond, Saint-Alphonse 
and the Maria firefighters re-
placed the New Richmond 
ones because they were called 
to put out a fire in their town,” 
stated Ms. Appleby. 

Exploitation Jaffa was sup-
posed to accumulate solely dry 
building material at its Saint-
Alphonse facility. 

“Ms. (Magalie) Pouliot ac-
cumulates materials in order to 
process them. She has been 
doing so for three or four years 
but the processing stage has 
not materialized yet. We were 
fearing a fire and that’s what 
happened,” added Mayor Ap-
pleby. Magalie Pouliot is the 

manager of Exploitation Jaffa. 
Quebec Ministry of the En-

vironment representatives were 
present in Saint-Alphonse to 
assess the situation and verify 
if Exploitation Jaffa was re-
specting the terms of its permit. 

“Based on what I know, it 
was supposed to be dry mate-
rial. I am not sure it was strictly 
that,” pointed out Josiane Ap-
pleby cautiously. 

Some photos of the fire 
were showing the presence of 
old mattresses in the pile of Ex-
ploitation Jaffa. 

“We were supposed to have 
a meeting with Ms. Pouliot 
later in August and see how the 
processing project goes. We 
have one more reason to meet 
with the company now,” con-
cluded Ms. Appleby. 

When Exploitation Jaffa 
bought the location of the for-
mer Rexfor sawmill in Saint-
Alphonse, the company 
wanted to turn used building 
materials into a type of con-
crete tiles used for floors. 

Fire mobilizes 50 firefighters and aircrafts in Saint-Alphonse

the organization sent six fire-
fighters on the morning of Au-
gust 4, as the blaze, although 
under control, was still quite 
active under the big pile of ma-
terial accumulated over the last 
years by Exploitation Jaffa. 

The blaze, called Fire 647 
by the SOPFEU staff, covered 
0.4 hectare, which is slightly 
less than a football field. On-
lookers watched the aircrafts 
fill up their tanks along the Ca-
plan beach.  

“The Saint-Alphonse blaze 
forced us to redeploy our fire-
fighters because they were al-
ready active on Fire 645, 
located near Square Forks 
River, which covered less than 
one hectare, east of that river, 
and also east of Road 299 and 
the Cascapedia River. Fire 645 
is located on a very steep 
mountain side and the aircrafts 
were active there as well. It 
was rapidly under control,” 
concluded Ms. Morin. 

Photo: Pierre Imbeault 
People watched as SOPFEU aircrafts took off after a fill-up.
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GASPÉ: 
Cleanup and improvements are being done to O’Hara Cemetery 

JIM CAPUTO

Located in the very heart of 
the Town of Gaspé lies an an-
cient burial ground, the 
O`Hara Cemetery.  No one 
knows for certain how many 
people were interred in this 
place.  What is certain is that 
for many years the site was 
neglected, left to grow up in 
brush and weeds and used as a 
garbage dump.   Through the 
efforts of Heritage Gaspé/ 
Héritage Gaspésie, the area 
was cleaned of debris and 
brought to its present condi-
tion.  Take the opportunity 
to visit the spot and view the 
graves of some of our early 
settlers and think back in time 
to Gaspé of yesteryear. 
 

Updates 
 

After the initial cleanup, 
further improvements were 
made to the site. Stairs were 
installed to make the area 
more accessible to the public; 
white wooden crosses were 
placed to indicate unmarked 
graves; a white fence now de-
fines the cemetery; restoration 
(cleaning of the gravestones) 
is presently being done - a 
time-consuming and delicate 

operation. A new cemetery 
sign and information plaque 
have been installed at the site. 
A small sign indicating the 
help and support of Lucie 
Rousseau has been placed on 
the fence.  
 

The O'Hara’s 
 of Gaspé 

 
The O'Hara's, one of the 

earliest settlers of the Gaspé 
Basin area, arrived in Gaspé in 
1765.  Felix, his wife Martha, 
and family settled on land 
long known as O’Hara’s 
Point.  Their other holdings in-
cluded lands that make up 
much of the present day 
Gaspé centre.  Felix, as well as 
being a  prosperous land 
owner,  played a prominent 
role in laying the foundations 

of the Gaspé communities: 
being made a Justice of the 
Peace, becoming the second 
Collector of Customs for the 
Port of Gaspé, and being ap-
pointed Judge of the District 
of Gaspé in 1777.  He also 
helped protect the Coast from 
attacks during the American 
Revolution, and at the end of 
hostilities helped to survey 
and distribute lands to the 
United Empire Loyalists who 
came to Douglastown and 
New Carlisle.   

As well as the efforts of 
Felix, other members of this 
family also played an impor-
tant role in the development of 
early Gaspé.  His son, Oliver 
became Collector of Customs 
in Carleton; his son Edward 
represented Gaspé in the first 
legislature of Lower Canada 
(Quebec), served in the British 
army, and was appointed the 
Governor of the Island of St. 
Lucia in the Caribbean; 
Henry, the youngest son, was 
Collector of Customs for 
many years and was also a 
Justice of the Peace and sur-
veyor; Hugh his other son was 
Collector of Customs in 
Gaspé. 

Through his compassion-
ate efforts in helping immi-

grants sick with fever, he 
caught the fever himself  and 
died as a result.   

The O’Hara’s also sup-
ported the development of ed-
ucation, the establishment of 
churches, and served in local 
militias.  
 Of the original grave mark-
ers, only those of Felix 
O’Hara (the patriarch of the 
O’Hara family, who died in 
1805); Mary Stuart (wife of 
Henry O’Hara, who died in 
1838); and Jane Chevalier, 
(the wife of James Perchard, 
who died in 1848) exist today.  
It is believed that other mem-
bers of the O’Hara family may 
have been buried at this site.  
It is also believed that others 
outside of the family were 
buried here as well.   

Throughout the project 
Dorothy and David Phillips 
provided immeasurable assis-
tance in researching the infor-
mation on the O’Hara 
Cemetery and the O’Hara 
Family. The following volun-
teers also played vital roles in 
the success of the project: 
Lester and Velma Coffin; Car-
olyn, Andrew and Jennifer Ca-
puto; Ross Bechervaise; Kerry 
Miller; Gilles Paris; Bruno 
Dunn; and Lucie Rousseau.  

O’Hara Cemetery

Photo: Jim Caputo
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Kempffer Cultural Interpretation Centre renovations: 

A fresh face for heritage

NEW CARLISLE: The 
Kempffer Cultural Interpreta-
tion Centre (also known locally 
as Kempffer House) recently 
underwent some major renova-
tions. Current Coordinator, 
Tracy Major, reflects that back 
in 2016 the building’s renova-
tions were a part of the Centre’s 
action plan. She comments, 
“When I began as coordinator 
in 2019, there was already an 
apparent need for fixing win-
dows. Shingles were missing 
and there were water drainage 
issues.”  

At the end of the 2019 sea-
son, writing a project application 
to the Canadian Cultural Spaces 
Fund commenced. Feedback 
from that application indicated 
that certain elements were miss-
ing but the Kempffer Centre was 
encouraged to reapply. 

With the assistance of Dave 
Felker and Jennifer Hayes of 
Pacte Rural, a feasibility study 
was completed which was very 
positive and helpful, and al-
lowed funders to understand 
what Kempffer needed. In addi-
tion, input was solicited from 
community members at the 
AGM in the fall of 2020 after 
the first application for funding 
was refused. The next step in 
what would be a long process, 
(government funding applica-
tions can take a long time to be 
approved) included Jennifer 
Hayes reviewing the applica-
tion along with Mélissa Be-
langer from the Bonaventure 
MRC. Numerous meetings in-
cluding discussions with con-
tractors and other professionals 
were chaired by the then-presi-
dent of Kempffer Centre, Betty 
Anne Smollett. 

The funding was eventually 
approved by Economic Devel-
opment Canada from their 
Community Revitalization 
Fund (CRF) and other funders 
including the Municipality of 
New Carlisle, the MRC of 
Bonaventure, Caisse Populaire 
Centre Sud Gaspesien and nu-
merous citizens who donated to 
preserve heritage.  

 The drafting and inspection 
were carried out by Mathieu 
Boulanger of Les Dessins MB 
and Construction RPD, Inc. 

Tracy Major acted as liaison 
and arranged for contractors to 
visit the building to evaluate the 
needs and put forward quotes 
for the renovations to meet the 
deadline for the application to 
be submitted. The most critical 
renovations required included 
the  replacement of leaking 
windows, addressing the high 

humidity which can damage ar-
tifacts and historic books, and 
improving overall air quality. 
Replacing the 15-year-old cedar 
shingle roof which had deterio-
rated significantly, upgrading 
siding to efficient materials that 
requires no maintenance, re-
placing gutters and completing 
trim were on the “must-do” list 
also. 

During the process of meet-
ing with the contractor, Tracy 
Major learned a great deal 
about construction materials 
and methods. During the 
COVID pandemic and due to 
wildfires in British Columbia, 
obtaining materials was an un-
precedented challenge. The 
need to choose materials that 
would last, and the time allotted 
to fulfil the renovations became 
a highly complex task. Heritage 
New Carlisle felt that the pri-
mary goals were to make the 
Kempffer House efficient, com-
fortable and sustainable and to 
reduce operating costs. 

In 2019, the historic Cald-
well House (circa 1800) now 
located on the same property, 
had been recently donated to 
Kempffer but required immedi-
ate renovations. One example 
of the challenges that are faced 
when renovating historic build-
ings concerns the roof’s cedar 
shingles on that building, which 
normally last for just 15 years. 
To prolong their life, a special 
membrane called a “cedar 
breather’ was purchased and in-
stalled. This adds to the cost. 
The only grade of shingles that 
could be purchased was Grade 
B due to wildfires in British Co-
lumbia. For a while, there was 
a Canada-wide shortage of any 
sort of cedar shingles.  Another 
factor to contend with was that 
after the pandemic, renovations 
increased everywhere so all ma-
terials were subject to limited 

supply due to massive increase 
in demand. This new roof is 
guaranteed for 25 years because 
it is made of the best quality 
materials attainable. Volunteers 
worked on dismantling the old 
roof of the Caldwell House 
which cut down on the cost of 
that project significantly. 

The Kempffer project had 
several components, and an-
other big challenge was the sid-
ing. Most importantly the new 
siding needed to be long-lasting 
and efficient, and within the 
budget. The choice to install 
“low maintenance” siding was 
of necessity, a practical deci-
sion. The new siding fulfils that 
objective. The previous siding 
was cedar shingles on three 
sides and the Victorian Brick 
Red on the front that visitors 
were familiar with had sun 
damage, so the colour had 
faded. It needed to be replaced 
with materials that were more 
long-lasting and durable. Man-
ufactured siding ticks both of 
those boxes. The primary goal 
is the preservation of the build-
ing and its contents.  

The new colour choice has 
been questioned by some who 
expressed their admiration for 
the previous Victorian Brick 
Red exterior. Working under 
time and financial constraints, 
with an eye on choosing mate-
rials with longevity, difficult de-
cisions had to be made. Orders 
had to be processed and filled as 
“substantial wait times were not 
on our side,” states Tracy 
Major. The building has been 
several colours over the years 
and was originally made of 
slate, which is grey.  The new 
colour reflects part of this 
colour history. Tracy adds, “The 
new colour is named Cliffside 
and though we all shy away 
from change sometimes, this 
was the best option available.”  

The first choice Country Red 
(similar to Victorian Brick Red) 
had been discontinued. Had 
wooden siding been a feasible 
and affordable option, all 
colours were available but at 
three times the price.  

The Kempffer Cultural & 
Interpretation Centre is about 
history, and it is the role of the 
Board of Directors to preserve 
that history. The renovations 
were a long and arduous task, 
with some finishing touches yet 

to be completed. The artifacts 
and books will no longer be 
damaged by high humidity, vis-
itors will be more comfortable 
because previously the temper-
ature was difficult to regulate, 
which resulted in high heating 
bills. The building itself should 
be sustainable for a long time 
and available for new genera-
tions to discover. “The decisions 
that were made throughout the 
renovations were always made 
with longevity in mind,” Tracy 
notes. She adds, “Not everyone 
is excited about history, but I 
am!”  

There is so much to see this 
summer at The Kempffer 
House including a new exhibit 
by Family Ties, called “Back to 
Nature.” On July 4 a lively 
Open House welcomed over 65 
visitors to the Vernissage. Peo-
ple enjoyed live music, comedy 
skits and unique local artwork. 
Visitors are welcome to visit the 
Kempffer House to tour the 
building until August 26. Visit 
and be excited about your local 
history! The opening hours are 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

If you are a lover of heritage, 
donations are always appreci-
ated, and a tax receipt will be 
given for $20 and more. 

The renovations at the Kempffer Cultural Interpretation Centre are just about complete and these 
changes will prolong the life of the historic building and preserve its contents.  

Photo: Tracy Major
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their catch or simply the 
presence of striped bass in 
salmon rivers. 

“The Ministry of the En-
vironment, the Fight against 
Climate Change, Wildlife 
and Parks annually counts 
the mentions of striped bass 
in partnership with the Que-
bec Federation for Atlantic 
Salmon (…) The Ministry 
processes this data annually. 
Since these are observations, 
it is impossible to estimate 
the biomass,” she adds. 

There is no accurate as-
sessment of striped bass 
catches in the Gaspé Penin-
sula rivers, points out Ève 
Morin Desrosiers, because 
the monitoring carried out in 
the river is not considered a 
rigorous catch assessment 
tool. 

“It must be understood 
that catches in rivers are 
marginal. With regard to 
catches at sea, including es-
tuaries, the Ministry of the 
Environment, the Fight 
against Climate Change, 
Wildlife and Parks has car-
ried out an annual character-
ization of the striped bass 

fishery since 2014. Moni-
toring is done through a sur-
vey of recreational fishers. 
Full surveys took place in 
2014 and 2015 south of the 
Gaspé Peninsula. In 2022, 
the survey covered the 
south and north parts of the 
Gaspé Peninsula as well as 
a part of the Lower Saint 
Lawrence region included 
in the striped bass fishing 
sector. From 2019 to 2021, 
as well as in 2023, monitor-
ing of fishing indicators al-
lows us to follow trends in 
this activity south of the 
Gaspé Peninsula,” con-
cludes Ms. Morin 
Desrosiers. 

A Quebec government 
report released in 2022 and 
consulted by SPEC shows 
that the ministry, called 
Forest, Wildlife and Parks 
before the October election, 
has not continuously as-
sessed  striped bass catches 
in every region where the 
species can be found. This 
particularity complicates 
any conclusion that could 
be useful to evaluate the 
abundance of striped bass 
in a specific region over a 
long period. 

Cont'd from Page 3
STRIPED BASS
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30th Annual Gesgapegiag Mawiomi PowWow

GESGAPEGIAG: The 
weather was beautiful on the 
weekend of July 28, 29 and 30 
which helped the Annual Pow-
Wow to be a huge success. The 
30th Annual Gesgapegiag 
Mawiomi PowWow attracted 
large crowds to the free event. 
Spectators were able to enjoy 
the colourful beauty of the 
PowWow, meet up with friends 
and have an opportunity to 
browse the vendors’ tables for 
handmade items, many made 
locally. This year’s PowWow  
was held at the Traditional 
Mawiomi Grounds on Perron 
Blvd., Gesgapegiag. The word 
“Mawiomi”  is derived from 
the Migmaw language and 
means gathering.  

The weekend started on Fri-
day, July 28, with the Ges-
gapegiag Health and 
Community Services 6th An-
nual Health and Wellness Fair. 
This was hosted by GHCS  
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Greeting visitors was Aftercare 
Counsellor, Pamela Lavigne, 
and Wellness Support Worker, 
Brittany Bernard.  They invited 
people to fill in a survey and 
enter their names to win a gift 
basket.  

Early Friday evening, from 

6 p.m. until 9:30 p.m., live en-
tertainment was a perfect part 
of a lovely and positive event. 
The two bands, The Mi’gmaq 
Boys and Micmac Drive de-
lighted their audience with 
some great music.  

On Saturday, drummers and 
dancers registered onsite be-
tween 9 a.m. and noon. At 
12:30 p.m. the splendid grand 
entry took place including the 
Flag Song, opening prayer and 
remarks, and the Veteran Song. 
Throughout the afternoon a va-
riety of dancers of all ages clad 
in their traditional Aboriginal 
regalia enthralled the attendees. 
There was a drum contest, and 
head dancer special and many 
memorable and colourful mo-
ments. 

The Honourary Host Drum 
was Eastern Eagle, Keigan 
Sack, who has attended the 
PowWow for many years. The 
Host Drum was Crazy Spirit, 
who was warmly welcomed to 
the territory. The theme for this 
year’s PowWow was Honour-
ing the Drum and all drum 
groups were noted to have 
been exceptional. 

Head Dancers, Alexa 
Metallic and Tekanatakon 
Two-Axe Larocque, were 
praised for their love and pride 
in the sacred teaching and per-

On Saturday, July 28, and Sunday, July 29, the 30th Annual Gesgapegiag Mawiomi PowWow took 
place on traditional Mawiomi PowWow grounds. 

DIANE SKINNER 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

Photo: Kayla Caplin Photography

forming of dance. The Junior 
Head dancers, Anayah 
Larocque and Ala’suinu Barn-
aby, showed their skill and 
dedication for their culture’s 
dance and honouring their cul-
tural heritage. All dancers 
helped to preserve the culture 
and practice of dance.  

Emcees, Trevor Gould and 
Roger Lee Martin, did a great 
job of describing the partici-
pants and events all while 

keeping the crowds enter-
tained. Sacred Firekeeper, Tim 
Adams kept the fire burning 
throughout the weekend. 

On both Saturday and Sun-
day mornings a homemade 
breakfast was offered at the 
Elder’s Lodge followed by 
yoga led by Acosia at the 
Youth and Family Centre.  

On Saturday evening a 
Community Feast was held 
followed by comedian, Howie 

Miller. These events took place 
at the Galgoasiet Natural Re-
sources Building.  

Mitchell Syvret-Caplin, a 
member of the PowWow 
Committee tells SPEC that a 
rough estimate of the number 
of people who attended the 
PowWow is about 500. He 
adds, “It’s hard to say for sure, 
because we were all so caught 
up in the moment and the ac-
tion of it all.” 
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DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER 
 

MP • Gaspésie_Les Îles-de-la-Madeleine  
 

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca

Grande-Rivière office Magdalen Islands office
418 385-4264 418 986-1489 

 
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office   New Richmond office

418 764-2890 581 355-0060

PROUD PARTNER IN 
YOUR CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS FOR  
MORE THAN 
45 YEARS!

BUILDINGS INDUSTRIAL MECHANIC

T  418-364-7082  / 1-844-664-7082

ENERGY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING

Business & Professional Directory
AXIO  
arpenteurs-géomètres inc.
land surveyors
151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec)  G0C 1E0

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géomètre
C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géomètre
C glag@axioag.com

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com               

axioag.com

Welding and fitting  
Register  

before August 24 
100%  

placement rate 
FREE   

residence

Do you: 
• Have good shape perception? 
• Enjoy physical and manual tasks? 
• Have g ood visual acuity, dexterity and 

good execution precision? 
• Have excellent powers of observation? 

If so, WELDING is for you!

COURSE STARTS AUGUST 24

The Gaspé Coast is full of beautiful scenery at
every twist and turn, in fact, many

Gaspesians are so familiar with the
surroundings that photos are easily

recognizable. 
 

For your chance to win: Fill in the blank
spaces and text a photo of your response

to 418-752-8245 or email
specs@globetrotter.net 

before August 17.  Don't forget to include 
your name and number.

 

 Hint: Look back into the July 19 issue to

answer our bonus question.

Follow along with the Gaspe

Spec as we showcase the

beauty of our region!

$50 IGA gift certificateSponsored by

a quick stop at the rest area in the

municipality of _____________

will give you an opportunity to explore

this boat and large lobster trap. 

Bonus entry if you can tell us how

many pounds of lobster e. gagnon et

fils delivered this

year._________________. 

 
 
$2 million expansion for the  
Accent Meubles store in Gaspé  
 
Nelson Sergerie 
GASPÉ - Accent Meubles in Gaspé continues its expansion by 
investing $2 million to increase its surface area to 31,000 square 
feet. 

The owner, Daniel Mainville, explains that the expansion 
will help meet the needs of  his customers. “Customers were 
asking us more and more about the choice of  products. Every-
thing was fine. We have a great team. We decided to invest for 
the future and for the customers,” explains Mr. Mainville. 

This is the fourth expansion of  the store which is the largest 
in the Gaspé Peninsula. 

The expansion is not over. “We are working on a concept. 
We acquired the neighbouring building, the former Store Mag 
store. This summer, we are going to liquidate the interior and 
we will start renovations next fall,” says Mr. Mainville. 

The owner remains discreet about the vocation of  this new 
phase of  expansion. 

The traditional ribbon-cutting in front of dozens of guests. 
Photo: Courtesy of Accent Meubles 
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Picking favourites 

 
According to a recent IPSOS poll, a surprising 40% of  people 
choose autumn as their favourite season, spring and summer are tied 
at 26% and winter takes the last spot as their favourite season at just 
8%. Do you have a favourite season?  

There is nothing so beautiful as a warm, sunny day on the Penin-
sula with a slight breeze to remind us that we are near the sea. Be-
sides, that is a perfect day to hang out the wash. Fall days, crisp and 
sunny, tell us why so many people choose fall as their favourite. The 
evenings are cooler, so it is sweater weather, hooray! Summer is to be 
savoured because it passes so quickly. In fact, all seasons can be cher-
ished for their special beauty. The absolute best parts of  all the sea-
sons are taking walks to take in the sights, sounds and smells. Looking 
out the window is lovely but getting outside with all your senses is 
wonderful. 

The great thing about walking is that it is an activity that just 
about everyone can do. Young or old, amateur or athlete, you can 
find a trail, path or route that is perfectly suited to you.  

Psychologists have compiled studies and from this data, they have 
extrapolated some similar personality traits from people who prefer 
a certain season. See if  you agree with their conclusions. 

Summer: Do the longer, warmer, brighter days entice you? It 
may mean you are a person who loves to be active outdoors. You 
like to travel and tend to be outgoing, even extroverted. Others may 
describe you as assertive and personable. 

Fall: The vibrant colours and cooler weather appeal to those who 
like change in their lives. People who choose fall as their favourite sea-
son, tend to be reflective and like to look back and take stock of  their 
lives. 

Winter: People who choose winter as their favourite season tend 
to be a bit introverted, even homebody types. If  you choose winter 
as your favourite, you enjoy curling up on the couch with a hot drink 
and a soft blanket. Of  course, the opposite personality who loves 
the snow and all that it can offer such as skiing, skidooing and skat-
ing, might be a different sort of  person.  
Spring: If  this is your favourite season you crave new experiences 
and spring offers those opportunities for increased activity and re-
newal. It is a chance to embrace new beginnings. 

Do you seem to suit one of  these seasons more than the others? 
Which is your favourite? 

Time is fleeting and soon this summer will be over. Let’s get out 
and enjoy a walk to remember. It can be a short stroll, a brisk walk 
or a challenging hike. Choose whatever is best for you to enjoy the 
fleeting days of  summer.  

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GILLES GAGNÉ 

Reflections  

 
by 

 
Diane Skinner Flowers

High school students launch  
a small business for the summer

GASPÉ - Five young high school students are joining forces to launch the Jeune coop de Gaspé. 
Ranging in age from 12 to 14 years, they immediately admit that their main motivation is money. 

“I believe that work experience at 12 is not possible elsewhere. The cooperative allows young peo-
ple aged 12, 13 and 14 to get their first work experience, but also to set up their own small business,” 
explains the coordinator, Pascale Lemieux-Mainville. 

These young people are the prime contractors in the operation of their small business. 
“We have a lot of contracts. Especially lawn care (contracts). We would like to have other con-

tracts: weeding, painting, housekeeping and exterior maintenance, babysitting and dog walking,” 
underlines the president, Cyrille Stienlet. 

The young people are also open to doing other contracts “if it comes up and if it tempts them,” 
adds the coordinator. 

“Youth service cooperatives have been around for years. It's fun to see it continue, to see our 
youth get involved in the community and learn the basics of entrepreneurship. Congratulations young 
people,” comments the mayor of Gaspé, Daniel Côté, who was present at the official launch of the 
activities on July 18 at the Gaspé Town Hall. 

The activities will run until August 11 and are made possible thanks to the collaboration of sev-
eral Côte-de-Gaspé partners. 

The mayor of Gaspé, Daniel Côté, with the young workers including the president, Cyrille Stien-
let (white shirt in the back) and the coordinator, Patricia Lemieux-Mainville. 

Photo: Courtesy Town of Gaspé 

Petit Pabos River bridge:  
Bills continue to climb

CHANDLER - The bill for 
work to extend the useful life 
of Chandler's Petit Pabos River 
bridge is skyrocketing.  From a 
forecast of $125,000 last 
spring, it's now estimated at 
$600,000, with the work 
scheduled for completion in 
August. 

"Due to the increase in the 
surface area to be repaired, ad-
ditional time has been added to 
the duration of the work. Ini-
tially scheduled from May 15 
to June 15, the work should be 
completed by the end of Au-
gust," explains the Transport 
Ministry in an email.   

In the meantime, a second 
call for tenders was issued in 
an attempt to obtain a better 
price, with bids for the bridge 
rehabilitation remaining higher 
than estimated.  

The Ministry of Transport 
had estimated the reconstruc-
tion work at between $15 and 

$20 million.  The lowest bid 
came in at $22.3 million, while 
the next highest was $23.2 mil-
lion.  

The ministry will be ana-
lyzing the proposals received 
and will soon decide on its in-

The cost of repairing Chandler's Petit Pabos River bridge has now 
reached $600,000, according to the Ministry of Transportation.

Credit: Archives

tentions.  
In the spring, the lowest bid 

came in at $22.2 million.   
The deck, beams, slabs and 

even an abutment will undergo 
work over two years to refur-
bish the bridge built in 1965. 

NEW CARLISLE - A petition 
is circulating at the New 
Carlisle prison to object to the 
living conditions of the 80 in-
mates who are currently im-
prisioned. The conditions the 
inmates are currently facing 
are described as deplorable. 

Joël Glazer who has been 
jailed since July 11 for break-
ing-and-entering, denounces 
the lack of air conditioning 
and pitiful air quality. Accord-
ing to Mr. Glazer, who talked 
to CHNC radio station, the 
temperature exceeds 40 de-
grees inside the prison during 
the summer and the prison 
also has a high humidity fac-
tor. The plastic barriers that 
were installed on cell doors 

during the pandemic are mak-
ing the situation worse. The 
petition will be forwarded to 
the Quebec Ombudsman and 
the Human Rights Commis-
sion. 

There are 50 cells at the 
New Carlisle prison but the 
capacity of the building is 
around 100 inmates due to the 
presence of dormitories. The 
prison has on average approx-
imately 50 inmates but that 
number can vary significantly. 

During the November 
2020 COVID-19 outbreak, 47 
inmates and 11 correctional 
officers were infected with the 
coronavirus, a situation attrib-
utable to the presence of dor-
mitories, barred doors and the 
obsolete configuration of the 
prison. 

Petition denounces living  
conditions at the New Carlisle prison

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
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75 years for Camp Haldimand in Gaspé

 
GASPÉ – Camp Haldimand, a 
summer camp for young peo-
ple, is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary this year and site 
officials marked this anniver-
sary with a series of activities 
between July 26 and 30. 

“In 1948, we held our first 
camp at this site. During the 
Second World War, the site was 
a fort and together with Pénin-
sule and Prevel, the three pro-
tected Gaspé Bay,” says 
Martha Patterson Costella, one 
of the board members. 

After the war, the site was 
taken under the care of the An-
glican Church, which organ-
ized camps that have been held 
every year since. 

“The site was purchased by 
the Anglican Church and the 
primary purpose was to make a 
camp for children. It is open to 
everyone and between a quar-
ter and a third of the partici-
pants between the ages of six 
and 12 are francophones,” ex-
plains Ms. Patterson Costello 
while the activities are held in 
English. 

Previously, the camps 
lasted two weeks, but due to 
the pandemic, activities were 
suspended. This year activities 
resumed but only for one week. 

“It is important to mark the 
75th anniversary. It's fantastic. 
Many organizations don't last 
that long and to our knowl-
edge, it is the only one that has 
remained in activity,” says Ms. 
Patterson Costello. 

“Can we dream? My dream 
is to resume activities for the 
summer with two weeks for 
young girls and two weeks for 
the teenagers, two weeks for 
the young boys and two others 

for the older ones," says the ad-
ministrator while this mode of 
operation continued until 2010. 
Back then, between 30 to 40 
young people attended each 
camp. 

“They came from Bara-
chois, New Carlisle, Shi-
gawake, New Richmond and 
the Magdalen Islands,” says 
Ms. Patterson Costello. 

Ron Dumaresq was one of 
the first youngsters to attend 
the camp in 1948. He was 13 at 
the time. He remembers his 
first time at the camp. 

“The camp was one house. 
We prepared all this ground in 
the first year. We built every-
thing with the groups at the 
time, like the chalets in partic-
ular,” recalls the now 88-year-
old Gaspé resident. 
Seventy-five years later, it is 
still present on the site. 

“I come every year. I attend 
all meetings. This place has 
been an inspiration to everyone 
who has come here over the 
years. The Scouts and Guides 
came here every year and it 
was really special,” adds Mr. 
Dumaresq.  

He also remembers the 
tents set up behind the build-
ings. The site is now a forest 

again. 
Other religious communi-

ties use the site to hold events 
including the Christian Assem-
bly of Gaspé. 

“For our church family, it 
allows us a close gathering 
place. We also have a place in 
the Bay of Chaleur, but for 
people with a loss of autonomy 
or young families, travelling 
for three or four hours is not 
easy. This place has become a 
more relaxed home base. This 
proximity has been a blessing 

for various reasons,” explains 
the pastoral assistant, Marie-
France Lamarche. 

Women's retreats, Christian 
Assembly Whole Church 
Weekends, and outdoor reli-
gious celebrations are also held 
here. 

“We are really grateful for 
this opportunity and I know 
people who have done wed-
dings and rented the whole site. 
So it's a multifunctional place 
that allows believers to live life 
together, which we don't expe-
rience much now, ”adds the 
pastoral assistant who wishes 
to have the possibility of using 
the site in the future. 

“We would be very happy. 
It’s a great partnership between 
our different communities of 
faith,” concludes Ms. 
Lamarche, who was accompa-
nied by Pastor Jacques Ro-
bitaille of the Christian 
Assembly of Gaspé. 

Fort Haldimand is part of 
the real estate heritage of the 
Répertoire du patrimoine cul-
turel du Québec. 

It was built in 1941 during 
the Second World War when 
the National Defence was set-
ting up the three coastal batter-
ies that are Fort Péninsule, Fort 
Prével and Fort Haldimand. 

The Haldimand site is made 
up of a set of wooden buildings 
designed to house nearly 82 
soldiers and two officers. 

On July 26, a few dozen people participated in the opening of the celebrations to mark the 75th an-
niversary of the site.

NELSON SERGERIE 
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Photos: N. Sergerie

Ron Dumaresq took part in the first youth camp in 1948. He poses 
in front of the first building constructed on the site.

Some of the Fort Haldimand facilities are in very good condition.

Pastor Jacques Lamoureux of the Christian Assembly of Gaspé 
with the pastoral assistant, Marie-France Lamarche.

Give us your new 
address early so we can

ensure 
uninterrupted 

delivery service of your
Spec.
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The Gaspé Spec.

Give us your new 
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The Gaspé Spec.

It hurts The Gaspé Spec 
when you pass it around
Sharing your copy of  The Gaspé Spec with 

relatives, friends, neighbours and co-workers doesn’t 
help us pay:

• Printing • Postage 
• Telephone
• Rent • Bank Fees 
• Hydro • Salaries
• Taxes  • Insurance 
• Office supplies

Please encourage your sister, brother, uncle, neighbour, etc.
to buy their own subscripton or some day 
there may not be a Spec to pass around!



Grenier, Grenier & Grenier 
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l. 
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519 
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0 

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

Gagnon Claveau Law Firm 
 
Isabelle Gagnon  
Attorney and family law mediator  
Ann‐Chloé Boudreau 
Attorney 
 
418‐392‐3542 
www.gagnonclaveau.com 
info@gagnonclaveau.com 

Fully  
bilingual 

services in  
the whole 

Gaspé 
peninsula

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBERMEMBER 
OFOF 

BILINGUBILINGUALAL 
SERSERVICEVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Richard Ste Croix 
Denturologist 

Construction and repair of dentures. 
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé 
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525 
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling 
- Budgetary Price 
- Bilingual Service 
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc. 
418-392-9501 

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers 
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1 

Tel. (418) 368-5425 
Fax (418) 368-7290 

www.groupeohmega. com 

Electricity - Plumbing 
Automation 
Industrial computing  
Counter sales 

Going beyond and reliable since 1982
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To reach the anglophone  
population, advertise in  

The Gaspé Spec! 
Contact our  

Advertising Representative 
Heather Imhoff 
581-233-2062 

gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com 
 

Notaries and legal counsel
FULLY 

BILINGUAL  
SERVICE

GAËL TREMBLAY 
Notary and legal counsel 
 
TREMBLAY & BARRIAULT, NOTAIRES INC. 
119B Perron Blvd West 
New Richmond, (Québec)  G0C 2B0 
    Tel.: (418) 392‐5282  
    Fax: (418) 392‐6155 
    E‐mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net 

 

Tel.: 418-368-4774  / Cell.: 418-368-9302

• Snow removal  
• Fence  

installation  
• Septic Systems 

(Ecoflo)  
• Machine  

brush cutting

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Things that have seemingly been holding you back 
should be reevaluated this week, Aries. You are 
looking elsewhere for solutions, when all you need 
to do is make a few tweaks. 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Taurus, spend time reflecting on things this week, 
as you may have some difficult decisions to make 
in the near future. A close confidante can serve as 
a sounding board. 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, now is the time to identify your priorities as 
they pertain to the job. Do you want a career and a 
company that you stick with? Or, are you satisfied 
with being a contract worker? 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
Prepare for some stressful times ahead, Cancer. It 
is nothing you cannot survive, but it could throw a 
wrench in your plans for the time being. Reward 
yourself with some extra pampering.   
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, you may have planned on staying to yourself, 
in order to knock things off of your to-do list. That 
simply will not pan out right now. Expect to be sur-
rounded by people.   

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, others do not seem receptive to your way of 
doing things this week. You cannot please everyone, 
so figure out who you can work with and appeal to 
those people to get things done. 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Libra, you may have to take off the rose-colored 
glasses for a little while. Although it’s good to have a 
cheery outlook, a no-nonsense approach will serve 
you well in the days ahead. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Scorpio, you could be having doubts about your role 
in your workplace. Maybe the work isn’t stimulating 
or the responsibilities too great. If change is happen-
ing, do it soon. 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, something from your past will come back 
to the surface in the days to come. Maybe it is an 
error you made or it could be an opportunity that you 

thought was lost.  
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Think about adding more hobbies or recreational ac-
tivities to your slate, Capricorn. All work and no play 
is not healthy for you right now. It’s time to find a 
greater balance in life. 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, the latest developments on the job have 
not been encouraging. You are tempted to cut back 
on your efforts, but you are worried about the impli-
cations of that. 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
People who followed you in the past may now con-
front you with a difference of opinion, Pisces. No 
need to worry as a healthy dialogue could help the 
relationship grow. 
 

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 
AUGUST 6: Vera Farmiga, Actress (50) 
AUGUST 7: Kyler Murray, Athlete (26) 

AUGUST 8: Shawn Mendes, Singer (25) 
AUGUST 9: Anna Kendrick, Actress (38) 
AUGUST 10: Rickey Smiley, Comic (55) 

AUGUST 11: Chris Hemsworth, Actor (40) 
AUGUST 12: Cara Delevingne, Model (31) 

 

 ZOOM FLOOR YOGA 3 TIMES A WEEK  
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays  
11:30 – 12:30 EST.  Replay link sent  
after the class, which lasts 7 days.  

Several price options for drop-ins or packages.  
Information can be found here: 

https://app.ubindi.com/Barbara.Pearce 
e-mail: bp@barbarapearceyoga.com 

www.barbarapearceyoga.com 

ON-LINE YOGA WITH  
BARBARA PEARCE 
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Royal Canadian Legion, Branch # 64: Renovations well underway

NEW CARLISLE: – The re-
cent renovations at the New 
Carlisle Legion are almost 
completed, thanks to financial 
support from the MRC of 
Bonaventure, Heritage 
Canada, fundraising activities, 
donations and the dedication of 
volunteers.  

These recent renovations 
will better allow the Legion to 
fulfil its mandates. Once com-
plete the New Carlisle Legion 
will be able to offer commu-
nity activities, including sup-
pers and gatherings in a safe 
secure location (community 
hub for all). The building will 
also be available to rent for 
community activities. The Le-
gion also showcases local mil-
itary heritage, and plays a role 
in educating the community of 
the past sacrifices of our veter-
ans. The specific renova-
tions completed include the 
installation of a new heat 
pump, a new electrical panel 
was installed as the old panel 
could not support the new heat 
pump and new appliances. 
New appliances for the bar 
area and a new kitchen located 
on the main floor were also 
part of the renovations.  

Renovations are still ongo-
ing to the old office, which will 
be transformed into a kitch-
enette that will be more acces-
sible, have ventilation, wiring, 
lighting and outlets upgraded. 

The bar area and storage 
area still require lighting, 

wiring and upgraded outlets to 
support new fridges, and an ice 
machine. Changes to the mu-
seum section of the Legion are 
also still taking place, with pic-
tures and artifacts being put on 
full display for members and 
visitors to enjoy.  

The Government of Canada 
New Horizons for Seniors Pro-
gram grant allowed the Legion 
to purchase new flooring, a 
shuffleboard table and a pool 
table.  

Historical 
The branch was designated 

as Mount Sorel Branch #64 by 
a charter issued by Dominion 
Command of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion on July 25, 1935. 

The Legion building con-
structed in 1953 was destroyed 
by fire in early 1970, but was 
rebuilt in October of the same 
year. Although the  building 
has had some renovations over 
the years, it has been almost 20 
years since any major renova-
tions took place. Updates were 
needed to get the building up to 
code for both safety and acces-
sibility.   

The good news is that the 
number of members is contin-
uing to rise, post COVID.  In 
February 2022 there were 63 
members, and as of June 2023 
there are 90 paid members. 

Kathy Gallon, Legion Sec-
retary, states, “We basically 
want people who might never 
have been to the Legion ‘to 
come on down’ and find out 
what we’re all about. It’s a very 
friendly and inviting place and 
we think once they pay a visit, 
they will want to come back.”   

You do not need to be a vet-
eran, or a family member of a 
veteran to join. A yearly mem-
bership costs $45 and includes 
random draws of gifts and 
other specials such as free 
drinks and door prizes. Attend-
ing member meetings will give 
you the chance to see the inner 
workings of the Legion and an 
opportunity to volunteer at the 
branch. With your membership 
you’ll also receive a free sub-
scription to the Legion Maga-
zine. 
 

The board 
       After the closure of the Le-
gion during 2020-2022 due to 
COVID, the Legion President 
Tammy Chatterton, Comrades 
Kathy Gallon (Secretary), Fay 
Gallon (Membership), Mary 
Woods (Second Vice), Howard 
Chedore (First Vice) and Clyde 
Flowers (Treasurer) estab-
lished the goal of reopening the 
Legion and offering new and 
different events and activities, 
as well as the old favourites. 

Service Officer is Past-presi-
dent Comrade John Kaye 
Walker and Poppy Committee 
Chair is past-president Com-
rade Ross Smith.  

The Legion currently offers 
special breakfasts and suppers 
for Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day, weekly darts and shuffle-
board including tournaments, 
line dancing, various fundrais-
ers, room rentals to community 
and organizations, and musical 
entertainment at least twice a 
month. Kathy Gallon adds, 
“Many people might think our 
entertainment is geared to-
wards seniors, but that’s not the 
case at all as we try to show-
case a broad cross section of 
entertainers. We have a little bit 
of everything from country to 
rock.”  

The committee would love 
to have all the renovations 
completed quickly but, as with 
any renovation project, you can 
run into additional costs that 
cannot be foreseen..  

Once these renovations are 
complete, which should be by 
mid-August, the Legion is 
looking forward to taking a 
“reno-break” so that all activi-
ties and events can be offered, 
and the kitchenette will be 
available for full use for lunch-
eons and suppers and for use 
by the community.  

For all upcoming Legion 
events, check the Coast 
Round-Up section of The 
Gaspé Spec or on the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch #64 
facebook page. 

The renovations at the New Carlisle Legion are well underway 
with a projected reopening for mid-August. The upgrades and 
changes reflect the stated mandate of the Legion which includes 
offering community activities in a safe and secure location.  

Photo: Tammy Chatterton

Construction has begun on a new childcare facility in Chandler

CHANDLER – After a long 
administrative delay, caused 
in part  by inflation in the con-
struction sector, work has 
begun on the  new Centre de 
la petite enfance (CPE),  La 
belle Journée facility in Chan-
dler. 

The excavation of the land 
located near the current com-
plex on Hôtel-de-Ville Street 
is underway. Once the land is 
ready, construction of the 
building itself will begin, 
which is scheduled for Sep-
tember. 

Delivery of the 71-place 
centre, 15 of which are re-
served for infants, is sched-
uled for the end of June. 

Initially budgeted at $3 
million, the $3.2 million proj-
ect is in line with the projec-
tions, with the increase in the 
envelope of $200,000 from 
the government of Quebec to 
take into account the excava-

tion of the land, which turned 
out to be more complex than 
originally planned. 

Director Hélène McInnis 
points out that it was a long 
and arduous process to frame 

the project, which at one point 
was approaching $4 million. 

One hundred children are 

Excavation work is underway for the future complex.

Credit: Courtesy CPE La belle Journée

on the waiting list and around 
thirty are pre-registered (preg-
nant women). 

Meanwhile, the commu-
nity at-home childcare project 
at the l’Assomption school in 
Val-d’Espoir should open its 
doors towards the end of Sep-
tember. 

The CPE coordinating of-
fice, which is responsible for 
the facility, is awaiting deliv-
ery of the site by the Town of 
Percé, which had reserved 
$30,000 to adapt the facilities 
in accordance with the re-
quirements. 

In addition, candidates 
have shown interest in offer-
ing the service and Ms. McIn-
nis is confident of being able 
to offer the 12 places author-
ized by the Government of 
Quebec, especially since the 
demand is there. 

The CPE has not submit-
ted any other projects of this 
kind to the Quebec govern-
ment for the time being. 

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

DIANE SKINNER 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
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Announcements

Obituaries 

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES
MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 

LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041 
581-233-2101

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

KERR: Katherine Victoria 
It is with profound sorrow that we announce the 

unexpected death of Katherine Victoria Kerr at the age 
of 28 years old on September 27, 2022, in Saint John, 
New Brunswick. 

She leaves behind three precious children: Karson, 
10, Demi, 4, and Maycee, 10 months, father: Michel 
Kerr (Sara); and mother: Deborah Zwicker (Tyler); 
brothers: Brandon (Catelyn) Kerr, Riley Kerr and 
Aidyn Zwicker; and sister: Madeleine Kerr; step sib-
lings: Brandon, Justin, Courtney and Tyler Zwicker; 
aunts Nathalie Kerr and Bonnie (Orrin) Fraser; grand-
parents: Alfred and Cheryl Fraser and Françoise Kerr. 
She was predeceased by her grandfather Donnie Kerr. 

Katherine was a graduate of Saint John High 
School in 2012 and furthered her education to become 
a Personal Support Worker (PSW) finding full-time 
employment with Rocmaura Nursing Home in Saint 
John, New Brunswick, eventually becoming a stay-at-
home mom. 

Katherine who preferred to be called “Katie” was 
a devoted mother who worked incredibly hard to give 
her children the best life possible. She was the happi-
est when she was spending time with her children, 
taking them to school or just simply playing with 
them at the beach or out in nature. She was loved by 
all who knew her and always was willing to help out 
a friend in need or take in a stray animal. She had a 
kind soul with an infectious smile and an unforget-
table laugh. Katie enjoyed spending time with family, 
travelling, fashion, music and drawing. She was a 
strong independent beautiful young lady who had a 
feisty spirit with a passion for living life authentically 
on her terms. Katie will forever be missed by all who 
knew her. 

Professional services have been entrusted to the 
Salon Funéraire Henri Thibodeau inc. A Funeral Serv-

ice will be held at the Catholic Church in New Carlisle 
on Saturday, August 12, 2023, at 10:30 a.m with burial 
to take place at the United Church Cemetery in New 
Carlisle following the funeral. A reception will be held 
after the burial at the New Carlisle Municipality. 
Everyone is welcome to join family and friends. 
 

ROBERTSON: William Duncan 
William Duncan Robertson, 97,  passed away 

peacefully at the Parkwood Veterans Hospital, Lon-
don, Ontario, on Wednesday, July 26, 2023. Bill 
Robertson who resided in London, Ontario, was for-
merly from Wiarton, Ontario. 
 Beloved husband of the late Carole Robertson-
Wheeler (nee Evans) (2017). Cherished father of Dun-
can of Prescott, Ontario and David (Jenya) of 
Germany and step-father of Cathy Wheeler of Wood-
stock, Ontario; David Wheeler (Sandra) of Cam-
bridge, Ontario;  Bill Wheeler of Thunder Bay, 
Ontario; and James Wheeler of Ayr, Ontario. Loving 
grandfather of many. Dear brother of Lee of Montreal, 
Quebec; Harvey of Thornbury, Ontario; Martha 
Turner of Brantford, Ontario; Mabel Robertson-Fla-
herty (Joe) of Paris, Ontario and Alice Chisholm of 
Brantford, Ontario. 

Predeceased by parents Jessie 'Dickie' (nee De-
laney) and Duncan Robertson, brothers Howard and 
Murray, step-son Bob Wheeler and step-daughter 
Susan Thompson. 

Arrangements entrusted to the Dows and Sons Fu-
neral Home, Hepworth, Ontario.  The Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Branch 586,  conducted a Legion Service 
on Friday, August 4, 2023 at 1 p.m. at the funeral 
home.  Immediately following the Legion service, the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Gerry Hofstet-
ter.  Interment at Zion Cemetery, Hepworth, Ontario. 

Expressions of remembrance to the Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Branch 586, would be appreciated. Mes-
sages of condolence may be sent to the family through 
www.downsandsonfuneralhome.com 

In Memory

STARNES: Judy  
In memory of my loving wife. 

 I have lost my soul’s companion, 
A life linked with my own. 
And day by day I miss her more, 
As I walk through life alone. 

Loved and missed by your husband, Alfred. 
 
WARD: Elliott Clarence 

In loving memory of a dear father, father-in-law, 
grandfather and great-grandfather, who passed away 
on August 13, 2003. 
You were a dad who was so special, 
And who was loved so very much, 
And brought so much happiness, 
To the many hearts you touched. 
You were always kind and caring, 
And so understanding too, 
And, if help was ever needed Dad 
It so freely came from you. 
You were a gift to all the world, 
And brought joy to everyone, 
And life has never been the same, 
Ever since you have been gone. 

Sadly missed and forever loved by daughter 
Frances (Bernie), grandsons Mark (Erin) and great- 
grandsons Reid, Cole and Benn; Kevin (Courtney) 
and great-granddaughters Avery and Carys; sons Ken 
(Chris); Everette; Wayne (Monique) and grandson 
Dave (Josiane) and great-granddaughter Julia,  great- 
grandsons Elliott and James; and grandson Brian. 

Pay online at 
THEGASPESPEC.COM
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Summer is Here
Renew your subscription today to keep up-to-date on all 

local events and activities

Mail your form along with your cheque or money order to: 
The Gaspé Spec -  208-B Gérard D. Levesque Blvd,  - New Carlisle, Quebec,  G0C 1Z0 

Call with your credit card at 418-752-5400 or order online at: thegaspespec.com

COAST ROUND-UP

FOR SALE: House for sale 
with a large garage with 
loft above, and land for 
sale. Located on Rte du 
Nord-Ouest, Cascapedia-St-
Jules, Quebec.  For infor-
mation call Dwight at 
604-872-5681 or 418-392-
7147 (1/4) 
FOR SALE: Land for Sale 
in Hope Town, Quebec - 
300,087.6 square metres of 
woodland, situated in 
Hopetown, Quebec, on the 
Gaspé Coast; two lots 
frontage along the north 
side of the 2nd Range two 
X 150,043.8 square metres 
along McRae Lane; the 2nd 
Range is paved; 1 mile dis-
tance from the Bay of 
Chaleur and Rte 132; 1 
hour distance from Percé 
Rock; asking price - 
$40,000; Email john-
robertross73 @gmail.com 
(3/10) 

BARACHOIS: 
BADC 

August 26: The Barachois 
public market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at 
the Barachois Rec. Centre, 
1062 Route 132 East. Bak-
ers, crafters, artisans and 
garden produce.  To reserve 
a table, please contact 
Sandy Coombs at 581-887-

the distance you are com-
fortable with along the 
sidewalk in the Municipal 
Park. Free lunch will be pro-
vided for all participants, 
followed by music with 
Vern Huntington in the park 
during the afternoon. 
Please join us for this 
worthwhile cause. 
September 22: Gift bingo 
beginning at 7 p.m. at the 
Hope Town Community 
Centre. Bring your dabbers. 
 
HOPE: 

Hope Baptist Church 
Sundays: Sunday School 
starting at 10 a.m. Worship 
service beginning at 11 
a.m. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 
Bible Chapel Meetings 

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. 
Breaking of Bread for be-
lievers.  2 p.m. Gospel 
meeting and Sunday 
School.  
Thursdays:  7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study. 
Everyone welcome!  For 
more information:  418-
752-3372 or 418-752-6011. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

SPEC AGM 
September 12: Save the 
date! SPEC AGM, more de-
tails to follow. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Marché Local Market 
New Carlisle 

Every Saturday: Saturday 
mornings, come and join us 
in the Municipal Park, from 
9 a.m. to 12 noon. There is 
music, community and con-
versation, not to mention 
shopping for local products. 
Every Saturday including 

1417.  Cost per table is $10. 
 
CORNER OF THE BEACH: 

Historical Society 
The Corner of the Beach 
Historical Society is pleased 
to present a series of con-
certs every Wednesday at 
the Corner of the Beach 
Cultural Museum (former 
St. Luke Anglican Church). 
The church will be entirely 
lit with more than 200 can-
dles for the occasion. The 
full schedule is available on 
the Musée culturel de Coin-
du-Banc Facebook page. 
August 16: Char in con-
cert beginning at 9 p.m.  
August 23: Ibal Zadok on 
sitar and Shawn Mativetsy 
on tabla in concert begin-
ning at 9 p.m. 
 
PORT DANIEL:  

Three Star 
Golden Age Club 

Tuesdays: Pétanque  from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. every 
Tuesday evening to have 
fun and learn a new game. 
Cost is $3. 
 
HOPE TOWN: 

Sports and 
Recreation Club 

September 17: 20th an-
nual Terry Fox Walk at the 
Hope Town Community 
Centre. Registration begin-
ning at 12:30 p.m. and the 
walk will begin at 1 p.m. 
Two walking options are 
available.  Option one: 
Walk begins at the Commu-
nity Centre east along the 
132, north along the 
Chemin du Vieux Moulin, 
across Le Petit 2 and then 
south on Route Tennier, 
ending at the Community 
Centre. Option two: Walk, 

the Garlic Festival on Sep-
tember 23. (3/4) 
 
NEW CARLISLE:  

Royal Canadian  
Legion Branch #64 

Please be advised that Le-
gion memberships are 
available for $45. Returning 
and new members wel-
come. 
September 5: General 
meeting at 7 p.m. at 1 
Mount Sorrel, New Carlisle. 
 
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 

River Museum 
Hear the stories of the 
world famous salmon river 
and discover the life-cycle 
of the Atlantic Salmon. 
Open Monday to Friday 
until August 31, from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. September 4 to 
14 open from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. The Tea Room will 
also be open on Tuesdays 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information please 
call 418-392-5079. 
 
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 

50+ Club 
August 19: The Cascape-
dia 50+ Club will be having 
a BBQ from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Hamburgers, hot 
dogs and salads, plus 
deserts, $15 per person, 
$10 for children under 12 
and 5 and under free. 
 
ROTARY CLUB WIN-
NERS: The winners for 
the week of July 2 are: 
Josée Barlow, Karianne 
Boucher, Yvette Huard, 
Jean Beaulieu, Paul 
Gagnon, Florence Bélanger 
and Réjeanne Bujold. 
The winners for the 

UNITED CHURCH 
HOPE TOWN 

Sunday, August 20 
10 a.m. Shigawake Fairgounds 

UNITED CHURCH 

NEW RICHMOND 
Sunday, August 13 & 20 

10 a.m. Service 

COAST ROUND-UP: $5 per week 
CLASSIFIED: $6 per week

week of July 9 are: Ju-
dith Gagnon, Gisèle Ca-
vanagh, Fabien Gagné, 
Gérald Bujold, Carol Henry, 
Jean-Marie Poirier and Gary 
Marsh. 
The winners for the 
week of July 16 are: 
Daniel Duchesneau, Sonia 
Dubé, Dominique Cyr, 
Jenna Boudreau, Armand 
Lavergne and Zlaturon Pal-
mens. 
The winners for the 
week of July 23 are: 
Marilyn Coull, Louis Lacroix, 
Mireille Cyr, Nancy Martin, 
Nancy Willett, Laval Cyr 
and Roland Cyr. 
The winners for July 30 
and 31 are: Hugo Cyr and 
Myrna Lee Budd.

ANGLICAN  
CHURCH  

OF CANADA   
Sunday, August 13 

 
NEW CARLISLE 

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
PORT DANIEL 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Sunday, August 20 
 

SHIGAWAKE 
FAIRGROUNDS 

10 a.m. Gospel Service

CLASSIFIEDS

COAST ROUND-UP

Name: _______________________________ 
Address: _____________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Your gift Message:______________________ 
_____________________________________ 
1 year: Canada $46          6 months: $25

Name: _______________________________ 
Address: _____________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Your gift Message:______________________ 
_____________________________________ 
1 year: Canada $46          6 months: $25
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Bonaventure      bioparc.ca

Place Jacques-Cartier 
Carrefour Gaspé 
Rivière-au-Renard

418-892-5500 
www.baleines-forillon.com

Canadian Tire Gaspé 
39, Montée de Sandy Beach 

418-368-6868

Canadian Tire Paspébiac 
49 Boul. Gérard D. Levesque E. 

418-752-5050

TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE:  
418‐392‐7075 Open from June until September.

Shopping Centre

154 Perron Blvd West, New Richmond, Quebec      418-392-4385

WE ARE OPEN  
Tuesday to Saturday  

10 a.m. - 7 p.m 
 Check us out on our web page at  

https://garagepizzeria.ca

WE ARE OPEN  
Tuesday to Saturday  

10 a.m. - 7 p.m 
 Check us out on our web page at  

https://garagepizzeria.ca

530, boulevard Perron 
Maria, Quebec 
1-888-959-3766 

aubergedumarchand.com

LODGING  • RESTAURANT 
FINE PRODUCTS

OCEANVIEW TERRASSE 
CONCERT HALL 
GASPESIAN CUISINE 
EXHIBITION HALL

557, boulevard du Griffon 
L’Anse-au-Griffon, Quebec 

info@culturegriffon.ca 
facebook.com/culturegriffon

418-892-5679

PLAN YOUR TRIP 
Browse thegaspesianway.com  

to see what the English-speaking  
community has to offer.

BUY LOCAL 
Purchase locally-made artisinal  

products. Open from Mon-Fri, 8-4 
168 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd 

New Carlisle

4, boulevard Perron, Pointe‐à‐la‐Croix, Quebec   
 1‐418‐788‐2080

180 Route 132 
Shigawake, Quebec 
418-752-2474

Municipality of 
New Carlisle For more information, 

please contact the  
Town Hall at  

418-752-3141 
www.new-carlisle.ca

39, montée Sandy Beach 
Gaspé, Quebec 
 
CARREFOURGASPE.COM

Hidden Treasures 
THRIFT STORE 

164 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd 
New Carlisle 

(Basement of Catholic Church) 

OPEN 
Wednesday 1 - 4 p.m. 
Thursday 1 - 6 p.m. 

Friday 1 - 4 p.m. 
First Saturday of the month 

9 a.m. to noon

Open daily  9 a.m. to 6 p.m. - Free entrance 
826 Route 132, Anse à Beaufils 

418-782-2047 
www.johnwiseman.net 

340, boul. St-Benoit Ouest, 
Amqui (Québec)   
1-800-463-0831

Plan your Gaspesian vacation with  
Walter Willett’s travel/history guidebook  
to the Gaspé Peninsula!  
Visit www.gasperoadtrip.com to order your 
copy or email walter@gasperoadtrip.com

125 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd 
New Carlisle, Quebec 

418‐752‐1334Come and enjoy the shows at our cultural and family space.

The Bonaventure Agricultural Society presents its  
114th Shigawake  Fair and  

15th Shigawake Music Festival 

August 17-20, 2023 
For more information:  www.shigawakefair.ca

Exchange 
course bursaries
Find out more at cegepgim.ca
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