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DIANE SKINNER

Joan Sawyer Imhoff retires 
after 32 years at The Gaspé Spec 
NEW CARLISLE: Time is 
marching onwards and with 
that comes many changes. 
After 32 years of working for 
The Gaspé Spec, Joan Sawyer 
Imhoff has decided to retire 
and enter the next phase of her 
life. She will join her husband, 
Steven Imhoff, who has al-
ready retired. Readers of Spec 
and Spec staff will miss her 
greatly.  

Over the years, Joan has 
collaborated with many col-
leagues and connected with the 
Spec-reading community with 
a professionalism and kindness 
that is remarkable. If you ask 
anyone to tell you about their 
interactions with Joan, it goes 
well beyond her professional-
ism and skills in her job. She 
has sometimes been referred to 
as the “Face of Spec,” for many 
years her desk was situated to 
warmly greet the community 
who would come into the of-
fice for a myriad of reasons. 
The visitors would renew their 
subscriptions, arrange gift sub-
scriptions, place an obituary, or 
an announcement. Joan always 
had time to inquire about indi-
viduals and their families. 

Joan was born and raised in 
New Carlisle, the youngest of 
three and the only girl. She 
went to New Carlisle High 
School and Bonaventure Poly-

Joan looks forward to spending quality time with her grand-
children, Eleanor and Wilson Almond, after retirement.

valent School, where she was a 
straight A student. She loved 
everything about school but es-
pecially all the sports as she was 
very athletic and competitive.  

She started dating another 
“New Carlisler,” Steven 
Imhoff, in 1980 before going 
off to college. She studied sec-
retarial at Gaspé Cegep and 
came home every weekend on 
the train as her dad was an en-
gineer for CN. She worked at 
SPEC as a summer student for 
three summers.  

Joan moved to Montreal in 
1984 because Steven was trans-
ferred there for his job at CN. 
There, she worked at a printing 
company called Pentagon 
Graphics. Shortly after, Joan 
and Steven got married in 1985. 
They moved back home where 
they had their first born, 
Jonathan, in 1988. Almost four 
years later, they had Heather. 
During those four years, Joan 
worked for the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, Canada Post and the 
Eastern Shores School Board 
before returning to Spec where 
she stayed for 32 years. 

For sure, Joan will be keep-
ing busy in her retirement. She 
likes to golf, do puzzles, paint, 
read, play darts and crochet. 
She even plans to take up piano 
lessons when she is retired! 

Joan's retirement will not 
only be filled with hobbies, but 
also travelling and spending 

time at the beach with her hus-
band of 39 years. She is incred-
ibly happy to be able to spend 
more time with her grandchil-
dren: Eleanor and Wilson,  too! 
 Joan’s daughter, Heather, 
adds, “Mom and Sharon Farrell 
worked together for 23 years. 
They were together all day, 
every weekday - often finishing 
each other's sentences and voic-
ing each other's thoughts. I can-
not count the number of times 
that my mom called me Sharon 
over the years. I thought that 
when Sharon retired in 2015 
that would be the end of it but, 
no, I still get the odd ‘Sharon’ 
even now, nine years later!  I 
remember one time Sharon 
called our house to talk to my 
mom. I answered the phone 
and said ‘Hello!’ Sharon 
replied, ‘Where is the blue 
folder?’ No hi, how are you or 
anything. I said, ‘What blue 
folder?’ She added ‘You know, 
the blue folder!’  I replied, ‘I 
don't know.’ Then she realized 
that she wasn't talking to my 
mom, and said, ‘Oh Heather, 
you sound just like your mom! 
Pass her the phone.’ It was so 
funny!”  

Heather says SPEC was her 
mom's second home.  “She 
worked there for the same 
number of years as I have been 
alive! As her current fellow 
employee, she will be greatly 
missed but, as her daughter, I 
could not be happier for her.” 
 

Beautiful Memories 
 

Sharon Farrell, retired Spec 
publisher, worked with Joan 
for over 25 years and her re-
flections about working with 
Joan are a testament to the val-
ued employee Joan was. 
Sharon states that Joan is “pro-
fessional, courteous and ac-
commodating. People would 
come to the office to see her 
because they valued her advice 
and assistance on various is-
sues. She made people feel 
welcome.” Sharon adds that 
over the years working with 
Joan was so enjoyable because 
they worked hard but found 
time to have fun too.  

Sharon McCully, Publisher 
of The Record newspaper, in  
Sherbrooke, who worked for 
Spec from 1981 to 1988 where 
she says she learned everything 

she knows about journalism, 
recounts, “It is hard to imagine 
the young woman with the 
bouncy curls and matching 
personality who would arrive 
like a fresh breeze at the Spec 
office with her sleeves already 
rolled up, now focused on re-
tirement and being a grandma. 
Joan joined a group of can-do 
women in the 1980s who were 
passionate about the Gaspé 
community and the readers it 
served. They successfully 
shepherded the newspaper 
through geographic and 
weather challenges to get the 
paper to press each week, faced 
technological change, and re-
mained cheerful while doing it. 
The resourcefulness and deter-
mination demonstrated by Joan 
and others on the team are be-
hind the newspaper’s remark-
able story. She may not go to 
the office in the future, but I’m 
certain her time at SPEC will 
remain imprinted on her heart 
as it is for everyone who ever 
worked there, and her name 
will always be associated with 
the paper’s success.”  
 Penny MacWhirter has 
worked with Joan since 2011, 
first helping out with the Obit-
uary and Classified pages on 
Joan’s days off and later re-
placing Sharon Farrell as pub-
lisher. Penny says, “Although I 
had a media and communica-
tions background, I knew very 
little about newspapers. Joan 
was a good teacher. Frankly 
she's still teaching me layout 
rules.” She adds that “Joan is 
Spec.” When the phone rings 
most of the time the caller asks 
for Joan. “For our subscribers, 
speaking to Joan is like chat-
ting with an old friend. She 
genuinely cares about everyone 
and is a great listener. Not to 
mention she seems to know 
everyone from New Richmond 
to Gaspé and can still recite her 
high school days like it was 
yesterday.  I will certainly miss 
working with Joan, her bright 
smile and welcoming attitude 
made being at the Spec office 
feel like an extension of 
home,” says Penny. 

    Cont'd on page 9
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You might spot Joan on the beaches of the Coast searching for 
sea glass.
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Murder trial: The prints on the weapon discovered 
at the crime scene match those of the the accused

NEW CARLISLE – On Janu-
ary 23, during the fifth day of 
Brandon Metallic’s trial, crime 
scene technician Mélanie 
Fournier informed the court 
that the fingerprints from the 
weapon found at the crime 
scene likely belong to the ac-
cused. Mr. Metallic faces 
charges of unpremeditated 
murder and manslaughter. 

Police officer Fournier ex-
plained to the court that after 
comparing images of finger-
prints taken from Mr. Metallic 
on June 21, 2022, with those 
found on the rifle in the base-
ment of the house where the 
bodies were discovered, she 
observed significant similari-
ties. 

Brandon Metallic is 
charged with the unpremedi-
tated murder of a 21-year-old 
man and the manslaughter of a 
young girl. A publication ban 
protects the identities of the 
victims involved in the tragedy 
that unfolded on May 15, 
2021, in a residence on River-
side Road West, within the 
Listuguj First Nations commu-
nity. 

Mélanie Fournier, an em-
ployee of the Quebec City Po-
lice Service, often designated 
by SPVQ, explained in partic-
ular how she had followed 
each “ridge” of prints, the 
ridges being the visible lines 
appearing in the images. She 
followed them, one by one, 
from a central imprint for each 
case. These were the prints of 
the index and middle fingers of 
Brandon Metallic's left hand. 

"Once the comparison 
process was completed, with a 
comparison of each ridge, I 
was not able to eliminate Mr. 
Metallic. Based on my experi-
ence and knowledge, I am able 
to say that the fingerprints of 
Mr. Metallic were those ap-
pearing on the weapon and the 
fingerprint taken on June 21, 
2022,” she explained. 

In response to criminal 
prosecutor Florence Frappier 
Routhier, police officer 
Fournier indicated that she had 
asked a fellow technician, Éti-
enne Boulanger, to check her 
work, without providing her 
conclusion. He came to the 
same conclusion. 

When questioned by prose-
cutor Frappier Routhier about 
the absence of prints on the 
trigger, Ms. Fournier indicated 
that “We shouldn’t be sur-
prised. The trigger is a very 
small piece of metal and the 

quantity of ridges would be in-
sufficient to give clear prints.” 

Wanting to determine if the 
accused had taken the weapon 
in the middle of the day on 
May 15, 2021, a moment iden-
tified as fateful for the victims, 
Florence Frappier Routhier 
asked Mélanie Fournier if it is 
possible to establish the timing 
of Mr. Metallic’s contact with 
the weapon. 

“I can’t specify it. The only 
way would be with circum-
stantial elements. (…) I did not 
have the circumstantial infor-
mation,” said Officer Fournier, 
adding shortly after that “for 
the moment, we are not there 
yet.” “There” refers to the sci-
entific method for determining 
when a fingerprint was left. 
 

A discreet accused 
 

Since January 18, all testi-
monies have taken place in the 
absence of Brandon Metallic. 
Judge Guy De Blois expelled 
him from the courtroom that 
day due to frequent and un-
timely interventions, when he 
lacked the right to speak. This 
resulted in Mr. Metallic fol-
lowing the proceedings from 
another room within the court-
house where he could only in-
tervene when the microphone 
was on. 

On January 19, the ac-
cused's agitated behaviour to-
wards the agents who 
accompanied him prompted 
the judge to return him to his 
cell. From where he could still 
attend the hearing of witnesses 
thanks to the presence of 
audio-visual equipment. The 
New Carlisle prison is located 
in a building adjacent to the 
courthouse and the two build-
ings are connected. 

This absence of the accused 
complicates witness hearings. 
After each testimony, attorney 
Ariane Cayer, the court ap-
pointed facilitator (friend of 

the court), must visit  Brandon 
Metallic's cell and ask him if 
he wishes to cross-examine the 
witness.  This results in fre-
quent 20-minute breaks fol-
lowing each testimony, 
whether the testimony lasts 
five minutes or an hour. 

Despite reports to the court 
of Ms. Cayer’s repeated at-
tempts, Mr. Metallic remains 
unresponsive. The accused re-
mained lying in his cell and did 
not respond to the invitation to 
cross-examine the witnesses,  

For instance, the testimony 
of six witnesses on January 23 
necessitated six such breaks, 
totalling 120 minutes. Hence, 
Mr. Metallic’s decision to ab-
sent himself effectively con-
sumes half of the witness 
hearing time.  

From the courtroom, a 
camera placed in front of the 
accused's cell makes it possi-
ble to discern his presence, or 
at least his elongated shape and 
the blanket which drapes him. 
 

Bloodstains and  
colouring page 

 
On January 23, detective 

Sylvain Fortin, also from the 
SPVQ, told the court that he 
had been dispatched to Lis-
tuguj the day after the crime as 
a “context investigator”. It was 

Photos: G. Gagné

These fingerprints, taken 13 months apart, including one recov-
ered from the firearm, are confirmed to belong to Brandon Metal-
lic, according to crime scene technician Mélanie Fournier. 

he who was assigned the job of 
recovering Brandon Metallic's 
clothes once the latter was ar-
rested and placed in a cell at 
the Listuguj police station. 
Clothes had to be put in paper 
bags provided for this purpose. 

Detective Fortin indicated 
that the accused's clothes were 
on the ground in front of a cell. 
Brandon Metallic's pants, a 
hoodie, socks and shoes “bear 
traces of dried blood,” said the 
investigator, correcting himself 
a little later to specify “traces 
resembling blood.” 

In addition to the clothing, 
Mr. Fortin retrieved Mr. Metal-
lic’s mobile phone, a stone ar-
tifact in the shape of an 
arrowhead and a child's 
colouring page of a purple rab-
bit and a bird, fitted on a four-

his arrest, although emotional. 
“He cried calmly once he got 
into the police car. I could see 
his tears,” she said. 

Shortly before, Sûreté du 
Québec agent Sylvain Roussel, 
who is based in Matapedia and 
who was called for reinforce-
ments by the Listuguj Police 
Department, had described the 
state of Brandon Metallic as 
that of “a man who is in his 
head.” 

This Superior Court trial, 
spanning five weeks with 14 
jurors, including two substi-
tutes, is conducted in English. 

The Quebec City Police 
Service spearheaded the inves-
tigation since one of the vic-
tims died during the 
intervention of the first two po-
lice forces called to intervene, 

Brandon Metallic was carrying these colouring pages when he 
was arrested. 

GILLES GAGNÉ 

The weapon discovered in the same house that the victims were found bore two fingerprints, 
identified by the labels. 

by-six inch sheet of paper.  
Natasha Carrier Poulin, a 

police officer in Listuguj in 
2021, attested that these 
colouring pages had been 
found in the accused's pants 
pocket just after his arrest on 
the afternoon of May 15, 2021, 
outside the house at 94 River-
side West. 

Officer Carrier Poulin also 
recalled a detail heard on Jan-
uary 17 to the effect that Bran-
don Metallic was calm during 

namely the Listuguj Police De-
partment and the Sûreté du 
Québec, on May 15, 2021. 

The intervention occurred 
after the first victim was shot 
around lunchtime. The Lis-
tuguj Police Department was 
called shortly after by the oc-
cupant of the house where the 
shooting had taken place. The 
accused was handcuffed 
around 5:15 p.m. and trans-
ferred to the Listuguj police 
station. 
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Police report
The police services of  Quebec, in collaboration with the Société 
de l'assurance automobile du Québec (SAAQ) and Stratégie route 
Québec, recently unveiled the results of  the concerted provincial 
operation on alcohol and drugs which took place from Novem-
ber 30, 2023, to January 2, 2024. 

Nearly 300 drivers were arrested for driving while impaired by 
alcohol, drugs or a combination of  the two during the operations. 
During the four-and-a-half  week period, several hundred road 
checks were carried out across the province, several of  them car-
ried out by two partners of  the operation. The establishment of  
these checkpoints targeting the ability to drive impaired by alco-
hol or drugs allowed the police to intervene both in a coercive 
manner and in terms of  raising awareness among many drivers. 
During the period of  the concerted national operation, the SAAQ 
broadcast an awareness campaign on impaired driving. With the 
theme, When you drink, you don't drive, this campaign aimed to make 
drivers aware that it is risky to get behind the wheel after con-
suming alcohol, even in small quantities. When drinking, it is al-
ways better to have an alternative solution for a safe return home. 
It is possible to plan an alternative solution as there are many of  
them. 

Although the holiday season is over, police operations to pre-
vent impaired driving will continue throughout the year. Patrol 
officers can intercept motorists in order to detect impaired driv-
ing and arrest the offending drivers. Officers use different tech-
niques and tools to detect drugs and alcohol in drivers. In addition, 
the mandatory screening in force allows police officers to require 
a driver to provide a breath sample at the side of  the road, no 
matter if  they suspect or not that the driver has recently consumed 
alcohol. 

— 
A week after a similar safety reminder issued by Transports 

Québec, the police services of  Quebec, in collaboration with 
Stratégie route Québec and the Fédération des clubs de mo-
toneigistes du Québec (FCMQ), intensified their surveillance in 
the trails on January 27 and 28 as part of  the second concerted 
provincial operation targeting snowmobilers exhibiting behaviour 
that could compromise their safety and that of  other users. 

Police officers, FCMQ trail surveillance officers and road con-
trollers carried out various interventions, whether on trails or at 
their intersection with a public road, as well as to ensure that 
equipment is secured during their transport on the Quebec roads. 
Police organizations also deployed an awareness campaign on 
their various social media platforms. This aimed to remind off-
road vehicle users of  the importance of  respecting the laws in 
force and adopting prudent behaviour at all times. The theme 
Avoid slipping! On a snowmobile, think about it was largely men-
tioned during that weekend. 
       The stakeholders of  the campaign insist on a few safety tips, 
like avoid going for a snowmobile ride alone and always inform 
someone close of  the planned itinerary. Before going for a ride, 
it is preferable to plan it and find out the status of  the network 
(iMotoneige). Respecting the signs and adjusting the speed ac-
cording to trail conditions and maintaining a safe distance be-
tween the snowmobiles are important safety rules, as well as 
keeping the white headlight(s) and the rear red parking light both 
lit. 

Crossing public roads where signage allows it, maintaining the 
right at all times, always wearing a helmet and safety glasses (if  
the helmet does not have a visor), as well as respecting private 
property by making sure to have the owner's authorization to 
travel there or staying on the trails are also reminders to users. 

Driving ability impaired by alcohol, drugs or a combination 
of  both and speed are the main causes of  fatal snowmobile col-
lisions. Over the last six years, 24 people died annually in Quebec 
while riding a snowmobile. Last year, during the concerted na-
tional operation, no snowmobilers lost their lives. 

Brandon Metallic told responder 
Toby Condo “She is already gone” 

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

firearm found at 94 Riverside 
West, a Simonov SKS semi-
automatic rifle, is functional. 
The five cartridge casings an-
alyzed are linked to this 
weapon, she said. However, it 
was not possible to link the 
projectiles and the shirt ana-
lyzed to the weapon since 
they were too damaged. The 
shirt belonged to the young 
man who was shot in that 
house. 
 

January 25 : A shot was 
fired from the basement  

 
Ballistic expert Linda 

Vézina’s analysis of the 
weapon made it possible to 
determine that the semi-auto-
matic rifle was equipped with 
a clip, with a capacity greater 
than five cartridges. She also 
confirmed that at least one 
projectile was fired through 
the house’s bathroom. She 
had to analyze the floor cov-
ering. This projectile would 
have come from the base-
ment, where the rifle was 
found. 

In her January 18 testi-
mony, the occupant of the 

NEW CARLISLE - A Lis-
tuguj responder who called 
Brandon Metallic urgently on 
May 15, 2021, believed that 
the little girl had left the 
house. 

Toby Condo, a community 
caregiver, testified on January 
24 about the conversation he 
had with the accused while 
the house he was in was under 
siege. He intervened hoping 
that the events would end 
peacefully. 

“She’s already gone,” 
Brandon Metallic reportedly 
told Mr. Condo on the phone 
between 1 and 2 p.m. The call 
lasted between 5 and 10 min-
utes. Concerned, Mr. Condo 
had questioned the suspect 
about the whereabouts of the 
little girl, hoping that the op-
eration would end without ad-
ditional victims. 

However, the body of the 
girl was later found lifeless, as 
well as the body of a man in 
his twenties. 

Also on January 24, Linda 
Vézina, a specialist in foren-
sic ballistics indicated that the 

house, Kennedy Martin, said 
the little girl was in the bath-
room when she ran away. Ex-
pert Vézina also mentioned 
that shots were also fired in 
the living room. According to 
laboratory analysis of a per-
foration in the fabric of the 
chair, the shape of the mark 
suggests that the projectile 
was destabilized before lodg-
ing in the backrest. 

On the other hand, the ab-
sence of gunshot residue on 
the sweater of the male victim 
means that it is not possible to 
establish the distance be-
tween him and the barrel. 
Tests carried out by the expert 
have established that from a 
metre-and-a-half, no grain of 
powder or black carbon 
residue penetrates a target. 

The accused remained in 
his cell again without cross-
examining witnesses on Jan-
uary 24-25. 

Judge Guy De Blois men-
tioned to the court that the 
trial will likely be completed 
by February 2.  
 

With information provided 
by CIEU-FM. 

The Griffon Community Centre will be located in the 
former Anse-au-Griffon church. 
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The Griffon Community 
Centre project is progressing well

should be launched in the com-
ing weeks, once the contract is 
signed with the contractor, 
which should happen at the be-
ginning of February. 

Alongside the work, a 
study will be carried out in col-
laboration with Nergica to 
identify renewable energy 
sources for the centre's heating 
and air conditioning. 

Once this first phase is 
completed, the centre will have 
a room, both for a socio-cul-
tural component and for sport-
ing and community purposes. 

GASPÉ - The project to create 
the Griffon Community Centre 
in Anse-au-Griffon has reached 
an important milestone as the 
contract for phase 1 of the con-
version work on the village's 
former church should soon be 
awarded. 

Calls for tenders were 
launched before the holidays 
and ended on January 25. 

According to the organiza-
tion, six contractors visited the 
future construction site and 
eight companies ordered the 
documents. 

Phase 1 of the project con-
sists of setting up the commu-
nity room in the church. 
Insulation work on the interior 
of the building, electricity, 
plumbing, acoustics and bath-
room fittings to meet standards 
are planned. 

Some work had already 
started on the large windows 
and the exterior weatherproof-
ing was made. 

The work, estimated at be-
tween $1.7 and $2 million in-
cluding professional fees, 

However, there will occasion-
ally be the possibility of hold-
ing shows of all kinds, small 
and large scale, plays, or oth-
ers but without any specific 
programming. 

A phase 2 is already in the 
plans and a new call for ten-
ders will be made in the sum-
mer or fall. 

In this section, the project 
will mainly affect the presby-
tery and the development of 
the mezzanine of the church. 
For the moment, the lead or-
ganization has obtained $2 

million in grants from the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments, which represents 
around  50% of the allocated 
budget. 

Responses are awaited for 
the rest while the project is 
now estimated, including all 
components, i.e. work, profes-
sionals and expertise, at $4.5 
million, including a reserve to 

deal with inflation in the con-
struction sector. 

In a note summarizing the 
project, the organization indi-
cates that no change has oc-
curred in the support offered by 
the Town of Gaspé, which still 
offers $3,000 annually, the 
same amount granted to all 
community organizations in 
the area. 
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Editorial section

No wonder the Quebec  
government is postponing  
return to balanced budget 

 
On January 25, Quebec’s Finance Minister, Éric Gi-
rard, divulged that his government will likely miss 
the target of returning to a balanced budget by 
2027-2028. His first explanation rests on Quebec’s 
slowing economy, which affects the revenues col-
lected by the government. 

At the same time, government expenditures are 
rising. Mr. Girard explained that this increase stems 
from the salary increases granted to the public sec-
tor employees, which surpassed initial forecasts at 
the beginning of the negotiation process, as pre-
sented by Minister Girard during his last economic 
update. 

Premier François Legault also mentioned the 
outcome of the public sector employees’ negotiation 
in his explanation regarding a longer deficit period. 

Minister Girard did not specify by how long the 
deficit period will be extended, asking people to be 
patient as the government budget will be presented 
within two months or so, likely at the end of March. 

Premier François Legault attempted to offer  
somewhat reassuring words when he stated  that he 
does not intend to resort to austerity measures that 
would reduce services to the population. 

Since the terrible effects of the budgetary cuts 
made by the Liberal Party government of Philippe 
Couillard in 2014-2015, the word “austerity” has 
practically been banned from Quebec’s political 
parties’ vocabulary, except to refer to that bleak pe-
riod. In 2017, recognizing the highly negative per-
ception of the budgetary cuts imposed over the three 
previous years, the Couillard regime tried to con-
vince the population that its measures were rigorous 
instead of austere, to no avail. The Liberal Party 
practically never recovered from its austerity pe-
riod, and we can wonder if it will ever recover. 

It is no wonder Premier Legault is putting em-
phasis on the word “rigour” rather than austerity. 
However, he will be judged on his government’s ac-
tions. Using the word “rigour” did not serve the 

Liberal Party at the end of the 2014-2018 term, as 
their previous actions totally corresponded to the 
economic definition of austerity. 

When the Liberal Party candidate in Bonaven-
ture, François Whittom, launched his campaign in 
August 2018, he announced that the Gaspé Penin-
sula demography would be the backbone of his plat-
form. He was quickly reminded by the regional 
press that his government had axed 95% of the 
Stratégie Vivre en Gaspésie budget in 2015, despite 
the stunning results the organization had obtained 
in attracting newcomers to the region. Mr. Whit-
tom’s campaign never took off despite his potential. 
A 95% blind budgetary cut imposed on an efficient 
organization is austerity, not rigour. 
 

The government is partially 
 misleading people 

 
While there is no doubt that the relatively slight 
economic downturn will affect the Quebec govern-
ment’s revenues, choosing the five-year, 17.4% 
wage increase granted to the 420,000 members of 
the Inter-Union Common Front is taking a mislead-
ing shortcut. 

Firstly, the government could have offered a 
lower package earlier in the negotiation process, 
which might have been accepted. The degree of 
frustration was such at the end of the fall that there 
was very little flexibility left on the teachers’ part. 
Some of them demonstrated over four weeks with-
out a strike fund! It speaks volumes about their 
anger.  

Secondly, the Legault regime failed miserably 
over the last years in recognizing the importance of 
teachers and providing them with proper working 
conditions, a situation that goes far beyond wage in-
creases. 

Thirdly, in the health sector, where there is no 
agreement yet, which spells much higher salary 
hikes than an earlier deal negotiated before anger 
settles in, a lack of recognition through granting 
permanent status to a greater number of employees 
would have sharply diminished the costly recourse 
to private agencies. Those agencies cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars yearly to the Coalition avenir 
Québec (CAQ) government. Who coughs up the 
money at the end? Quebec’s taxpayers do. 

Fourthly, it will be hard for anybody to convince 
François Legault and Éric Girard that the sum of 
$3.5 billion handed out to Quebecers as part of the 
government anti-inflation shield policy was money 
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thrown out  the windows. However, it was, to a cer-
tain extent. Everybody earning up to $104,000 re-
ceived a payment. Some people, the wealthiest, did 
not need the money at all, and Quebec as a whole 
would have been better off providing higher support 
to low-income households. There is a consensus 
among economists that giving money to such a wide 
cross section of the population just fuels inflation, 
much to the detriment of low-income people. The 
latter is paying more through unnecessary inflation 
than the money they received. 

Fifthly, the CAQ government shouldn’t have al-
lowed income tax reduction totalling $1.7 billion 
annually for the duration of the term, which brings 
the total impact of that decision to $6.8 billion over 
four years. Yes, some taxpayers needed a break, 
again the low-income households. However, ex-
tending the income tax reduction to wealthy people 
instead of improving the fate of the have-nots was 
strictly an electoral measure. There is a greater ben-
efit to the economy from a more fair taxation sys-
tem, which means increasing the revenues of 
low-income households, instead of giving more to 
people who don’t need it. 

Sixthly, it is very hard to elude the debate sur-
rounding the generous support provided by the 
CAQ government to huge projects such as the Ford 
battery plant in Bécancour, which will receive $322 
million and the Northvolt battery facility in Mac-
Masterville, where Quebec will inject $1.37 billion. 
This is just naming a few. Although some of that 
money comes in the form of loans, another part is a 
grant. A quick look at the way huge companies re-
imburse loans would probably bring bad surprises. 
What is more disconcerting, though, is the fact that 
the CAQ is blinded by the size of the projects, as if 
an economy is sturdier when based on multinational 
firms, while it is usually stronger when there are 
more small and medium-sized players. 

Lastly, a point likely to complicate Minister Gi-
rard’s task between now and the March budget is 
the government’s potential to expect a shortage that 
could reach $1 billion in the amount coming as an-
nual royalties from Hydro-Québec. A lack of rain 
and a lack of snow have depleted the power dams’ 
reservoirs, and the utility is making less money than 
expected. 

Overall, there doesn’t seem to be a realistic eval-
uation of the way ventures are supported by the cur-
rent government. This reality will not help Éric 
Girard predict Quebec’s return to a balanced 
budget. 

Gilles Gagné 
 
Commentary
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Percé firefighters 
cleared of blame, 
CNESST reports 

PERCÉ - The Town of Percé 
fire department has been 
cleared of any blame follow-
ing an investigation by the 
Commission des normes, de 
l'équité, de la santé et de la 
sécurité (CNESST) into a 
fire in Cap-d'Espoir on June 
21. 

The Town of Grande-Riv-
ière asked the organization to 
examine the fire extinguish-
ing operation. 
 In its recommendations, 
the CNESST asked the Percé 
fire department to continue 
drafting written operational 
procedures, a task already 
initiated by the fire depart-
ment's director, Éric Fugère. 

"We've been cleared of all 

Photo: Town of Percé

Town of Percé Fire protection service director Éric Fugère and 
mayor of Percé Cathy Poirier. 

charges, and they've asked us 
to establish safe operational 
guidelines," notes Mr. 
Fugère, who assumed the po-
sition less than a year ago. 

According to the munici-
pality, none of the procedural 
deficiencies identified in the 
report concern firefighters 
from the Percé fire depart-
ment. 

The Town of Percé had 
terminated its agreement with 
the Town of Grande-Rivière 
regarding the sharing of fire 
safety services.  

"I am pleased with the out-
come of the CNESST investi-
gation. It was essential for me 
that the population be in-
formed and reassured about 
the quality of our service," 
says the mayor of Percé 
Cathy Poirier. 
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Owners of illegal kennel face 
consequences

in Pointe-à-la-Croix  and Es-
cuminac on April 12 and 
May 2, 2023.  

“According to evidence 
brought to court by the 
MAPAQ, the May 2 opera-
tion led to the seizure of 102 
dogs,” points out criminal 
and penal prosecutor Sam 
Bernard. 

At the time, the MAPAQ 
reported seizing 95 animals 
in total, 74 adult dogs and 21 
puppies, after a joint opera-
tion with the Sûreté du 
Québec, the MAPAQ and 
service providers, such as 
veterinarians and techni-
cians. The operation was 
initiated by a complaint from 
the Municipality of Pointe-à-
la-Croix and  citizens con-
cerned about the fate of the 
dogs. 

The MAPAQ team esti-
mated after the April 12 in-
spection that the well-being 
of the animals were not re-
spected regarding a proper 
shelter, the nutritional as-
pects and the general condi-
tion of the animals. 

In May 2023, MAPAQ 

NEW CARLISLE – Miche-
line Beebe, 60, and Filbert 
Landry, 64, two of the four 
owners of a Pointe-à-la-Croix 
kennel, were fined $15,000 
each for possessing more 
than15 dogs and failing to 
ensure their safety and well-
being. 

They entered guilty pleas 
on January 22 to 23 at the 
New Carlisle Courthouse. “A 
total of eight charges were 
initially laid against the cou-
ple, four for possession of 
more than 15 dogs and four 
for failing to ensure their 
safety and well-being, and 
they pleaded guilty to six of 
them. The fines include the 
court fees,” explains criminal 
and penal prosecutor Sam 
Bernard. 

Justice of the Peace, 
François Paré, also restricted 
the couple from owning more 
than three sterilized dogs 
over the next 10 years. These 
fines and restrictions are 
penal measures, meaning 
Micheline Beebe and Gilbert 
Landry will not have criminal 
records. 

The two other owners of 
the kennel, Christian Roy, 57, 
and Mélanie Landry, 41, also 
pleaded guilty to the same 
two offences, resulting in a  
$7,000 fine for Mr. Roy and 
a $9,750 fine for Ms. Landry. 
The court fees are included in 
both cases as well. 

Justice of the Peace Paré 
may decide on additional 
fines for Christian Roy and 
Mélanie Landry, considering 
the claims made by Quebec’s 
Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food ( 
MAPAQ), for reimburse-
ments totalling $128,000 and 
slightly over $50,000 for in-
spection and seizure fees in-
curred during the operations 

spokesperson, Johan Dal-
laire-Boily, explained the 
delay between the inspection 
and the seizure, citing the 
need for a sufficient number 
of cages, accommodations to 
house the animals and staff 
to evaluate the condition of 
every dog. That kind of as-
sessment must be performed 
by a veterinarian. 

People who had bought 
animals from the owners of 
the kennel had reported on 
social media that some of the 
dogs had wounds, were dirty 
and exhibited erratic behav-
iour. 

The seizure operations 
were carried out on two 
properties in Pointe-à-la-
Croix, one on chemin de la 
Petite-Rivière-du-Loup and 
the other on rue des Méan-
dres, while the operation car-
ried out in Escuminac took 
place on a property located 
on Shipyard Road. 

The seized dogs were 
mostly golden doodles, a va-
riety obtained from a mix be-
tween a golden retriever and 
a poodle. 

The owners of the kennel entered guilty pleas for possessing 
more than 15 dogs and failing to ensure their safety and 
well-being. 
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Influenza is less severe than expected this year 
Nelson Sergerie 
GASPÉ - According to Dr. Yv Bonnier Viger, the director of  Public Health for the Gaspé Peninsula 
and Magdalen Islands, the peak period for the influenza virus seems to have passed in the region. 

“It’s not very different from the rest of  Quebec. We reached a certain peak a week or a week and 
a half  ago and, since then, the number of  cases seems to be decreasing,” notes the specialist. 
Even though the number of  influenza cases is only an estimate, the trend seems quite clear. 
“Last year, this (the peak) happened two or three weeks earlier,” he notes. The strength of  the virus 
also seems somewhat weaker than last year. 

“Again, we do not monitor all cases. It’s a sampling that we take, but according to what we see in 
the cases, there would be more at the top last year compared to what we see this year,” Dr. Bonnier 
Viger adds, that an upswing would be unlikely.  

Currently, in the province, it is mainly Type A cases of  influenza that are circulating. 
Hospitals in the region are coping well in terms of  patient traffic. 
“If  we had more people vaccinated, it would be even better but let’s say that it is not a difficult sea-

son compared to other seasons, especially in our region,” notes the specialist. 
The number of  people who were vaccinated is equivalent to last year. 
“It’s not excellent because, of  course, we would like to vaccinate a little more, but it’s still good,” 

notes Dr. Bonnier Viger. 



Page 6, January 31, 2024 - Spec

Manon Jeannotte sworn in as Lieutenant Governor of Quebec
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GASPÉ - Manon Jeannotte 
was officially sworn in as Lieu-
tenant Governor of Quebec on 
January 25 in Quebec City. 

For the sake of solemnity 
and simplicity, the lieutenant-
governor-designate chose to 
hold  the ceremony at her offi-
cial office rather than at the Na-
tional Assembly of Quebec, as 
is customary, with only a few 
guests present, including 
friends and family.  

The former chief of the 
Micmac Nation of Gespeg will 
be the 30th lieutenant governor 
in the history of Quebec, the 
second woman and the first 
person of Indigenous origins to 
occupy this position. 

She succeeds the Honorable 
J. Michel Doyon, who had 

been in office since 2015. 
When she was appointed 

last December, Ms. Jeannotte 
welcomed Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau with great hu-
mility and thanked him for his 
trust. 

She sees her selection as a 
gesture of reconciliation be-
tween Indigenous and non-In-
digenous. 

She indicated that even if 
it's an honorary position, by 
doing community activities and 
being with the community, she 
thinks there's something to be 
done, particularly in the inclu-
sion of the two peoples, and 
that's how she intends to act. 

Ms. Jeannotte will be the 
representative of King Charles 
III in Quebec. 

Her first trip as Lieutenant 
Governor will be to meet the 
Monarch, the Canadian head of 

state. 
She mentioned in Decem-

ber that her second trip will 
probably be to traditional 
Mi’gmaq territory. 

Before assuming her cur-
rent role, Ms. Jeannotte served 
as a councillor from 2011 to 
2015 and later as  chief of the 
Gespeg Nation from 2015 and 
2019, where she was able to 
represent and defend the inter-
ests of the community in addi-
tion to establishing more open 
relationships with elected offi-
cials and the population from 
Gaspé. 

In October 2020, she co-
founded the First Nations 
School in Montreal with Ken 
Rock, overseeing its launch in 
November 2021 and serving as 
its director since February 
2022. 

Under her leadership, the 

The Lieutenant Governor was sworn in 
office on January 25 in Quebec City 

Photo: First Nations School of Montreal

school has trained 448 partici-
pants in two years, 65% being 
women, nearing its  goal of 
1,000 participants within five 

years. 
Her mandate as Lieutenant 

Governor is for a minimum of 
five years. 

DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER 
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$3.5 million from Ottawa for Nergica 

“Funding from Canada Eco-
nomic Development is valuable 
because it is support on which 
we can build. We have a lot of 
project financing and business 
development. Having operating 
funding allows us to secure 
jobs, carry out project develop-
ment, and deliver our services 
to businesses,” explains the 
general director of Nergica, 
Frédéric Côté. 

The organization focuses on 
three main categories: opera-
tors of wind and solar power 
plants such as optimizing en-

als, particularly researchers, 
60% of whom hold a master's 
or doctorate, operates with an 
annual budget of $6.5 million. 
Half of this budget comes from 
projects developed with com-
panies and the sale of electric-
ity from the Rivière-au-Renard 
research site. 

Both federal and provincial 
governments provide support 
which enables the organization 
to work on some 80 projects 
annually, with ninety percent of 
interventions taking place 
within Quebec. 

GASPÉ - The federal govern-
ment has awarded two grants 
totalling $3.5 million to Ner-
gica to support its ongoing ac-
tivities. 

Of this amount, $3 million, 
distributed over three years, 
will be used to enhance the in-
novation capacity of busi-
nesses and establish a network 
structure for the wind energy 
industrial cluster. 

This funding will also sus-
tain Nergica’s services, sup-
porting businesses in the 
Quebec wind industry in terms 
of development and innova-
tion. 

The Centre collégial de 
transfert de technologie affili-
ated with Cégep de la Gaspésie 
et des Îles will receive a 
$525,000 contribution from 
Canada Economic Develop-
ment. This investment will en-
able Nergica to develop, 
structure and support innova-
tion in the solar photovoltaic 
energy sector. 

Nergica, which employs 
approximately forty individu-

ergy production in a cold cli-
mate, supporting companies 
developing new solutions, and 
assisting groups to develop re-
newable energy projects. 

“For example, we worked 
with a company that had de-
veloped sensors to put on air-
plane wings and wanted to see 
if the technology could be 
adapted to wind turbine blades. 
We carried out a validation on 
our site in Rivière-au-Renard, 
which allowed this company to 
position itself in new markets 
and develop a product adapted 

to renewable energy,” explains 
Mr. Côté. 

Another notable instance is 
the deployment of state-of-the-
art equipment to provide re-
newable energy to the Relais de 
la Cache on Route 299. 

Currently, the site operates 
without electricity from Hydro-
Québec and relies on solar pan-
els and diesel generators. 

With development projects 
in the wind sector, especially 
with the wind energy calls for 
tenders from the Quebec gov-
ernment, Nergica is capitalizing 
on this momentum. 

“The more megawatts in-
stalled in Quebec, the more ac-
tivity there is here. For us, this 
is good news and prospects for 
development. I am hopeful that 
in the coming months, we will 
have good news to announce,” 
suggests Mr. Côté. 

Diane Lebouthillier, Mem-
ber of Parliament for the Gaspé 
Peninsula and Magdalen Is-
lands made the funding an-
nouncement on January 11 in 
Gaspé on behalf of her govern-
ment.  

NELSON SERGERIE 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
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Frédéric Côté, Nergica; Diane Lebouthillier, Member of 
Parliament; and Daniel Côté, Mayor of Gaspé 
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Child car seats will no longer end up in the landfill 

GRANDE-RIVIÈRE - Expired 
child car seats are now being 
salvaged by the Gaspé Penin-
sula Intermunicipal Waste 
Management Board at the eco-
centres located in the Rocher-
Percé and Gaspé MRCs.  

Once a sufficient volume of 
car seats has been collected, 
they will be shipped to Pro-
duits Re-Plast in Victoriaville, 
in Central Quebec, where they 
will be transformed into street 
furniture. 

“It’s an initiative of the 
Mères au front de la pointe de 
la Gaspésie (Mothers on the 
frontline). Two representatives 
approached us to tell us about 
the project and how it was 
being done elsewhere in Que-
bec. We were up for it.  At  the 
board we are always very in-
terested in giving a second life 
to objects. It’s a great project,” 
explains the board’s project 

manager, Laurent Gélinas. 
“They will be recycled for 

plastic. Unfortunately, the 
foam will be thrown away, but 
the majority of the seat is plas-
tic. The vast majority of the 
seat will be recycled,” notes 
Mr. Gélinas. 

"Next spring or fall, we 
plan to arrange for a shipment 
to the transport company to 
sort the components and send 
the material to the recycler," 
adds Mr. Gélinas, who is un-
able to specify the number of 
seats that could be salvaged in 
the territory covered by the 
board. 

The organization is always 
looking for new ways to re-
cover objects that currently end 
up in landfills. 

“Every year, we receive 
several thousand tons of waste. 

We are always racking our 
brains to find the best possible 
method of valourization. Cur-
rently, 60% of the material we 
receive at ecocentres has the 
right to a second life,” he says. 
Examples of those materials 
include timber, branches, tires 
and gyprock. 

“There are materials that 
pose challenges: wool insula-
tion for which we have not 
found a market and   vinyl sid-
ing where it is more difficult to 
find a solution. We are looking 
for solutions to divert materials 
from landfills,” explains Mr. 
Gélinas. 

The Quebec government is 
tightening landfill rules by in-
creasing fees. 

“The government taxes us 
Child car seats are now  
recyclable 

Photo: The Gaspé Peninsula Intermunic-
ipal Waste Management Board
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More than 50% of waste ends up in landfills

GRANDE-RIVIÈRE - De-
spite several awareness cam-
paigns over the years, the 
percentage of waste that ends 
up in the landfill remains high.  
The Gaspé Peninsula Intermu-
nicipal Residual Materials 
Treatment Board reached this  
conclusion following an 
analysis of garbage bins last 
fall. 

According to the report 
pertaining to an analysis of the 
bins’ content, 37% of organic 
material and 19% of recycla-
ble material end up in the 
Gaspé landfill. 

“It’s still significant, de-
spite the fact that there has 

been a certain improvement 
since 2015. Overall, this rep-
resents a little more than 50% 
of the materials that should not 
have been deposited there,” 
explains Nathalie Drapeau, the 
director of the Gaspé Penin-
sula Intermunicipal Residual 
Materials Treatment Board. 

The region has all the tools 
to “do things right” with eco 
centres and a sorting centre. 

“There is no reason not to 
participate in good practices. 
This report confirms that there 
is work to be done, and we are 
not giving up,” notes Ms. Dra-
peau. 

Ms. Drapeau believed that 
the financial pressure of recent 
years, which resulted in sharp 
increases in bills for citizens, 

would convince them to act 
accordingly. 

“This is a potential of 
$400,000 which could be 
recorded as a reduction in ex-
penses or sold as resources. 
For example, when we bury 
10% of the cardboard and 
paper, we’re burying money,” 
says Ms. Drapeau. 

“This $400,000 roughly 
equals the budget increase of 
the last two years. It would 
have been good news if we 
could reduce the costs,” she 
explains. 

On the other hand, since 
2015, the proportion of “real 
waste” has increased by 9%. 
“It’s possible (to reduce), but 
we must continue our efforts,” 
notes Ms. Drapeau. 

Photo: N. Sergerie

Too much waste ends up in the landfills. 

on what we bury and penalizes 
us for a certain material. You 
have to use your imagination 
and creativity, and the car seat 

Support and awareness 
campaigns will continue to  
assist citizens struggling with 
waste sorting. 

Additionally, more prob-
lematic sectors will receive 
particular attention in an effort 
to change behaviour. 

recovery project is one more 
material that can be diverted,” 
states Mr. Gélinas. 

At this time, child booster 

seats are not part of the pro-
gram. The project manager 
says it is something they could 
take into consideration. 

SPECS@GLOBETROTTER.NET 
THEGASPESPEC.COM  



Page 9, January 31, 2024 - Spec

Reflections  
 

by  
Diane Skinner Flowers

Are you in your right mind? 
If  the left half  of  the brain controls the right half 

of  the body, then only left-handed people are in the right mind.  
 

What do all these people have in common? Bill Gates, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Paul McCartney, Albert Einstein, Jimi Hen-
drix, Celine Dion, Justin Bieber, Keanu Reeves, LeBron James, 
Barack Obama, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton, Brad Pitt, Oprah Winfrey, Jim Henson, 
Jim Carrey, Howie Mandel and Queen Victoria.  They are all 
(or were) left-handed. 

The British Royal Family has a high incidence of  left-han-
ders. In the British royal family, for example, the Queen Mother, 
Queen Elizabeth II, King Charles and Prince William are or 
were all lefties.  Over 60% of  NHL forwards shoot left and 
over 70% of  the defencemen shoot left. 

Left-handed people are a minority, and live in a right-handed 
world. Years ago, left-handed people were viewed as unaccept-
ably different, and children were sometimes forced to change 
their handedness. Thank goodness this stigma no longer exists. 
Handedness is genetic and can be determined very early. The 
orientation of  right or left-handedness can be observed in fe-
tuses by observing which hand the fetus holds up to his/her 
mouth.  

People who are left-handed are noticeably different simply 
because there are fewer of  them. About 10% of  the population 
is left-handed. Left-handedness is male dominant.  In fact, males 
are three times more likely to be left-handed.   

It seems there is, for example, a higher degree of  creativity 
in this population.  Is this claim supported by scientific studies?  
In classes of  gifted students (those with I.Q.s higher than 130), 
the usual percentage of  left-handers is often around 20%. 
Questions worthy of  some study here might be: are lefties more 
intelligent than the average person OR is the distribution of  the 
intelligence scores for lefties different than for right-handed 
people?   

In his book Right-Hand, Left-Hand, Chris McManus states 
that left-handedness is increasing and that, as a group, lefties 
represent a higher proportion of  high achievers. He claims that 
this is because their brains are structured in a different way.  
Left-handed men are 15% richer than right-handed men with 
the same education, he asserts. I might be going out on a limb 
here, but I am guessing that McManus is a leftie. 

 Children who are lefties require specific attention, but not 
criticism.  They need special scissors, additional room for their 
left elbows and a left side computer mouse. In a class of  20 you 
will statistically have two lefties.  Be mindful that the world is de-
signed for right-handed people: cars, guitars, golf  clubs, pencil 
sharpeners, measuring cups, cursive handwriting, can openers, 
circular saws, boomerangs and guns. 

The most widely accepted theory of  handedness has to do 
with the left and right hemispheres of  the brain.  The left side 
of  the brain controls the motor coordination of  righties.  The 
right hemisphere controls this in lefties.  The speech of  right-
handers is controlled by the left side of  their brain.  In left-han-
ders the right hemisphere of  the brain controls speech. Those 
that can use both hands are called ambidextrous, though this is 
a rare ability occurring in just 1% of  people.  Twins are more 
likely to be left-handed.  Handedness runs in families and when 
both parents are left-handed, there is a 25% chance that their 
children will be lefties.   

It seems that a slightly higher proportion of  lefties may be 
geniuses, athletes, artists, actors and writers.  On the other side 
some behavioural psychologists claim there may be a higher in-
cidence of  criminal behaviour, mental health issues and lan-
guage difficulties.  I am not a geneticist, and all of  this is based 
on a bit of  personal observation, having taught classes for gifted 
students, and some research; but what I do know is that lefties 
are different, and their handedness should be respected by 
teachers and parents. Besides, the next time you watch reruns of  
the Simpsons take note of  Bart.  He is a left-hander. 
 

Cont'd from the cover
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Spec News editor and jour-
nalist, Gilles Gagné, who has 
worked with Joan for over 30 
years, states, “Joan was dis-
creet, mostly in the back-
ground, and it took a while 
before I interacted with her. 
Calmly, Joan dealt with a lot of 
files for the paper. I started con-
tributing more to the paper as 
years passed, as a volunteer in 
the mid-1990s and, later as a 
stringer, until I was contacted 
to take the news editor position 
at the end of the summer of 
2001. Despite the little time I 
spent at the office, I remarked 
years ago that she was a good 
storyteller, with a sharp sense 
of humour. She told us at one 
point how her children were 
waving methodically at their 
grandparents when their school 
bus was passing in front of 
their house, whether the grand-
parents were looking or not. 
One of the funniest episodes of 
my interaction with Joan oc-
curred about 15 years ago, 
when SPEC's annual Christ-
mas supper took place at a 
Bonaventure restaurant then 
called Le Bec Flûté. It was in 
2007 or 2008. Joan had trans-
lated the menu, full of sophisti-
cated meal names, from French 
to English. The result was hi-
larious, and the meal was 
nonetheless delicious.” 

Journalist Cynthia Dow re-
flects that, “The thing that re-
ally struck me about Joan was 
her incredible patience with 
people who would come in to 
visit! There she would be, typ-
ing away furiously on Social 
Notes (which were generally 
hand-written on notepaper), 
answering the phone, trying to 
solve Post Office issues, sign-
ing up new subscribers and, all 
the time, she would be kind, 
polite and truly interested in 
those who would come in, plop 
down in the nearest chair, and 
intend to spend an hour or so 
whiling away their time! And, 
of course, there was always a 
jar of mints on her desk as a 
friendly offering! Frankly, I do 
not have her patience, and after 
a few pleasantries with the vis-
itor, I would head back into my 
office to work but Joan had no 

such escape hatch: her desk 
was in the main room. Despite 
these daily and sometimes 
quite lengthy interruptions, she 
remained friendly and en-
gaged, and still managed to get 
her work done. She is a superb 
multi-tasker!”  

Even more indicative of 
Joan’s kind character, when 
these visitors would leave, she 
never complained about them 
taking up so much of her time. 
She would sympathize with 
their loneliness and comment 
on how well they were doing 
since… their illness / their ac-
cident / the death of their 
spouse/ their retirement, or 
whatever reason brought them 
into the office for companion-
ship. She was, in effect, a great 
social worker for the commu-
nity. 

Joan is that rare human 
being who can be efficient, ef-
fective and focused, and still 
have time and a kind word for 
those less fortunate. I wish I 
was more like her! Joan, I wish 
you the very best retirement: at 
times adventurous, at times re-
laxing, and always fun!” 

Jewell Roy, retired teacher 
and current proofreader for the 
Spec has known Joan since 
childhood. “Joan was my stu-
dent and I loved her as a stu-
dent. Even now I love working 
with her at Spec. We have be-
come good friends. A lovely 
memory I have is one time 
when Joan and Heather 
dropped in at my home after a 
special church service, and I 
played the piano while she 
sang, and we had such a great 
time laughing together.  Happy 
Retirement,  Joan.”  

Elaine Sexton, President of 
the Spec board of directors 
states, “I went to school with 
Joan, so I have known her for 
decades.  When I joined Spec 
as a director 20 years ago, I 
could see what an asset Joan 
was as part of the team. On be-
half of the Board, our volun-
teers and our faithful readers, 
we wish you a wonderful, well-
deserved retirement. May good 
health and happiness be with 
you for many years to come.” 

Long-time Spec subscriber, 
Mr. George LeGrand recalls in-
teracting with Joan multiple 
times over the years. Joan 

helped him to write the notice 
for the paper when his wife 
passed and how kind and pa-
tient she always was. An avid 
reader, Joan would set aside 
books for him that she knew he 
would like, even during 
COVID when she would de-
liver the books to him at the 
Gilker Residence. This is a 
small example of the innumer-
able positive and caring inter-
actions Joan has had with Spec 
subscribers over the years. 
 Holly Smith, Circulation 
Manager and soon-to-be Office 
Manager, first met Joan in 2018 
at Spec. Despite the 20-year 
age difference, their connection 
surpassed the bounds of mere 
colleagues, quickly blossoming 
into a deep friendship. Holly 
says she’ll miss their late-night 
calls, discussing the day's for-
gotten details even at 10 p.m. 
“Which, incidentally, would 
have been useful on page 12 of 
the January 24 issue of Spec,” 
says Holly referring to the big 
yellow square.  Holly mentions 
a time shortly after beginning at 
Spec, when Joan was sorting 
books for the bookroom and 
sent a book flying through the 
air without first making sure 
Holly was paying attention to 
catch it. “The memory of 
Joan’s left arm's strength toss-
ing books my way when I least 
expected it will never be for-
gotten. I think I still have the 
scar on my forehead.” Holly 
adds, “Above all, I'll miss your 
constant support – you've been 
my greatest advocate and a 
treasured friend. Wishing you 
nothing but the best in your 
well-deserved retirement.” 

Lynden Bechervaise, who 
was one of the founders of 
Spec (which stands for social, 
political, economic and cultural 
news) in 1975, reflects, “Joan 
was always a dedicated em-
ployee and she and Sharon Far-
rell were quite a team! We wish 
her all the best in her retire-
ment.” 

Joan, you are wished all the 
best in your well-deserved re-
tirement. Relax and enjoy time 
with your adorable grandchil-
dren Eleanor and Wilson. Hope 
to see you strolling on the 
beaches of the coast hunting for 
that elusive piece of turquoise 
sea glass. 

Cont'd from page 7
nERGICA:

Ms. Lebouthillier, who is 
also Minister of Fisheries, ac-
knowledges the concerns of the 
fishing industry regarding off-
shore wind farms, such as the 
upcoming mega project in 
Maine. 

“The importance of Nergica 
for information is important be-
cause we always need experts,” 
adds Ms. Lebouthillier. 

Reflecting on the challenges 
ahead, she notes, “There is a lot 
of work to be done to raise 
awareness to find out how we 
can do better.” 

On this subject, past con-
cerns about social acceptability 
for the installation of wind 
farms on land are similar to 
what is experienced for off-
shore wind farms. 

“We can see similarities 
there because, ultimately, it is 
access to a territory and the 

sharing of uses. These are the 
same concerns. How do we 
reconcile different uses in the 
best possible way while re-
specting historical uses and 
new uses? The root of the ques-
tion is there,” notes Mr. Côté. 

For example, the New-
foundland and Labrador Off-
shore Office now has the 
mandate to analyze renewable 
energies. 

“There is a shift that is tak-
ing place,” said Mr. Côté.



Grenier, Grenier & Grenier 
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l. 
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519 
New Carlisle (Quebec) G0C 1Z0 

Tel.: (418) 752-3308 • Fax (418) 752-6935

Gagnon Claveau Law Firm 

 
Isabelle Gagnon  
Attorney and family law mediator  
Ann‐Chloé Boudreau 
Attorney 
 
418‐392‐3542 
www.gagnonclaveau.com 
info@gagnonclaveau.com 

Fully  
bilingual 

services in  
the whole 

Gaspé 
peninsula

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPÉBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West • 4187525553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East • 4186895553

MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West • 4187595553

MEMBERMEMBER 
OFOF 

BILINGUBILINGUALAL 
SERSERVICEVICE

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

Richard Ste Croix 
Denturologist 

Construction and repair of dentures. 
We also make dentures on implants.

9 Adams Street, Gaspé 
Quebec  G4X 1E5

Tel.: (418) 368-1525 
Fax: (418) 368-1542

By Appointment

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

- Artesian Well Drilling 
- Budgetary Price 
- Bilingual Service 
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

Forage Moreau Inc. 
418-392-9501 

Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

3 Rue Cerisiers 
Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1 

Tel. (418) 368-5425 
Fax (418) 368-7290 

www.groupeohmega. com 

Electricity - Plumbing 
Automation 
Industrial computing  
Counter sales 

Going beyond and reliable since 1982
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To reach the anglophone  
population, advertise in  

The Gaspé Spec! 
Contact our  

Advertising Representative 
Heather Imhoff 
581-233-2062 

gaspespec.revitalization@gmail.com 
 

Notaries and legal counsel
FULLY 

BILINGUAL  
SERVICE

GAËL TREMBLAY 
Notary and legal counsel 
 
TREMBLAY & BARRIAULT, NOTAIRES INC. 
119B Perron Blvd West 
New Richmond, (Québec)  G0C 2B0 
    Tel.: (418) 392‐5282  
    Fax: (418) 392‐6155 
    E‐mail: gaeltremblay@notarius.net 

 

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Something will occur this week that surprises 
you, Aries. You may even wonder if it is a trick 
being played on you. It is no trick, so buckle 
down for an adventure. 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
You have pushed your mind and body quite 
far over the last several days, Taurus. Now 
you have to slow down or pay the conse-
quences. Do not add anything else to your 
list.   
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, you may believe you have discov-
ered a good thing and it could be right. But 
don’t wait too long to act since this good thing 
has an expiration date. The clock is ticking. 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
Cancer, you might not be able to control what 
is happening this week, but you can control 
how you react to different situations. Keep 
your distance if an altercation arises.   
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Something you discover about a friend this 
week could leave you reeling, Leo. The signs 
have been there for awhile and you really 
should have seen it coming.   

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, if you are on the move this week, there is 
a chance that you will experience some interest-
ing people along the way. At least one person 
might be a good networking contact. 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
More than anything right now, this week you 
need to relax and unwind, Libra. Take things at 
a slow pace, and spend more time at home with 
family then at work. 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Try not to take any financial risks right now, Scor-
pio. If you are planning to invest, then you may 
want to get all of the facts before gambling too 
much in the stock market. 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
This week you will be back to your best, Sagit-
tarius. Things will work out, so use your positive 

attitude to the benefit of yourself and others. 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, even though you are conservative by 
nature, this week you are ready to take a chance 
of some sort. Enjoy the journey even if the efforts 
do not bring you enormous success. 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, a kind word from you may be all that is 
needed to bring a smile to someone’s face. Do 
not underestimate the power of a kind and simple 
gesture. 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
You don’t usually lack confidence, Pisces. But 
you may not want to push ahead with a project 
for fear of failure. You should be more adventur-
ous and not worry too much. 
 

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS 
 

JANUARY 28: Joey Fatone, Singer (47) 
JANUARY 29: Adam Lambert, Singer (42) 

JANUARY 30: Kid Cudi, Rapper (40) 
JANUARY 31: Justin Timberlake, Singer (43) 

FEBRUARY 1: Harry Styles, Singer (30) 
FEBRUARY 2:Gerard Piqué, Athlete (37) 
FEBRUARY 3: Warwick Davis, Actor (54) 

 ZOOM FLOOR YOGA 3 TIMES A WEEK  
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays  
11:30 – 12:30 EST.  Replay link sent  
after the class, which lasts 7 days.  

Several price options for drop-ins or packages.  
Information can be found here: 

https://app.ubindi.com/Barbara.Pearce 
e-mail: bp@barbarapearceyoga.com 

www.barbarapearceyoga.com 

ON-LINE YOGA WITH  
BARBARA PEARCE Not everyone is 

on Facebook! 

Reach more people for your events 
with an announcement on our  

Classified Page.
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Announcements

COAST ROUND-UP

PORT DANIEL:  
Three Star 

Golden Age Club 
Tuesdays: Pétanque  from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. every Tuesday 
evening. Cost is $3. 
 
HOPE: 

Hope Baptist Church 
Sundays: Sunday School 
starting at 10 a.m. Worship 
service beginning at 11 a.m. 
 
NEW CARLISLE: 

Bible Chapel Meetings 
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Breaking 

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 
Book Room 

Please be advised that the 
book room is now open. Any-
one who needs assistance can 
contact Kathleen at 418-392-
4896. 
 
CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES: 

50+ Club 
Tuesdays: Grocery bingo 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. $10 
for three cards. Extra cards are 
$1 each. 

of Bread for believers.  2 p.m. 
Gospel meeting and Sunday 
School.  
Thursdays:  7 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study. 
Everyone welcome!  For more 
information:  418-752-3372 or 
418-752-6011. 
 
NEW CARLISLE:  

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #64 

Please be advised that Legion 
memberships are available for 
$45. Returning and new mem-
bers welcome. 
February 6: General meeting 
at 7 p.m. at 1 Mount Sorrel, 
New Carlisle. 

COAST ROUND-UP: $8 per week 
CLASSIFIED: $8 per week

COAST ROUND-UP ANGLICAN 
CHURCH  

OF CANADA 
Sunday, February 4 

NEW CARLISLE 
11  a.m. Holy Eucharist 

SHIGAWAKE 
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

UNITED CHURCH 

NEW RICHMOND 
Sunday, February 4 

10 a.m. Service

Four Generations 
of Monument Craftsmen

HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING, 
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

Steven Imhoff 418-752-6041 
581-233-2101

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond
Obituary - 150 words - $50 

150-250 words - $55 
250+ words - quote will be provided 

In memory: 150 words - $35 
150-250 words - $45 

 
Funeral, Celebration of Life, 

Card of Thanks,  Engagement,  
Birth, Prayer, Birthday - $35 

Wedding - $55 
To add a picture with any of  

the above: $10 extra. 
 

Obituary 

PARISH OF 
GASPÉ 

Sunday, February 4 
St. Andrew’s - York 
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Every Wednesday 
St. Paul’s - Gaspé 

10 a.m. BCP Morrning 
Prayer 

POWELL: Violet Ellen (née Campbell) 
December 7, 1928 - November  16, 2023 

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Violet Powell at the age of 94 years a 
Maria Hospital. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Irvin 
Powell, her mother Jane Powell, her father Syd-
ney Campbell, as well as her brothers Wales, 
Warren and Myles. 

She leaves behind to mourn her children: 
Betty (late husband Kenneth), Eldon (Anola), 
and Evelyn (Gerald; grandchildren: Myles, An-
gela, Jason, Heather, Ellis, Clayton and Lisa; 
Eight great-grandchildren; sister-in-law 
Dorothy Harrison; and many nieces and 

nephews. 
She was born in Caplan, Quebec and spent 

most of her life in Black Cape, Quebec. Her fu-
neral took place on Thursday, November 23, 
2023, at the Henri Thibodeau Funeral Home in 
New Richmond, with Danny Dugas presenting 
a wonderful message and brief eulogy. The 
hymn “What a friend we have in Jesus” sung 
by Alan Jackson, was a request of Violet. “The 
old rugged cross” sung by Will Carter, her all 
time favourite singer, was also played. 

Burial immediately followed at Black Cape 
Cemetery, where Danny Dugas read Psalm 23, 
also a request of Violet, and Catherine Buttle 
read two touching poems. 

She will be greatly missed by family, friends 
and neighbours. 

 
The family of the late Violet Campbell 

(Powell) would like to thank all those who ex-
pressed their sympathy through cards, calls, 
food, charitable donations and to those who 
visited her while a patient in Maria Hospital. 
She always looked forward to the company. 

Our thanks to the nurses, doctors and staff 
on the third floor of Maria Hospital for the lov-
ing care she received during her last two 
months of life. 

Also thanks to the nurses and Doctor 
Basques as well as the support staff who came 

PURCHASE YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

ONLINE AT  
T H E G A S P E S P E C . C O M

Do you have an upcoming event? 
Send all  your announcements to holly.smith@glo-

betrotter.net  
Deadlines for this page is  Wednesdays at  4  p.m.

Card of Thanks 

to help and visit her in her home, it was 
greatly appreciated. 

Thanks also to Danny Dugas for a lovely 
service and eulogy. Thanks to Alistair Camp-
bell for providing the music. 

Thanks for those who visited during visita-
tion time and those who attened the funeral. 
Thanks to Mario Boudreau for digging the 
grave. 

Our thanks to the staff at Henri Thibodeau 
Funeral Home for their support and profes-
sionalism.  A special thanks to Catherine But-
tle who was such a great help during our 
difficult time and also for the poems she read 
at the graveside. 

The kindness from you all was truly appre-
ciated and will never be forgotten. God bless 
you all. 
 

Betty, Eldon and Evelyn Powell  
and their families.
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Escuminac cancels Smelt Festival 

ESCUMINAC – The Munici-
pality of Escuminac is can-
celling its Smelt Festival this 
year due to mild weather, 
which has prevented the for-
mation of an ice floe in the 
Pointe-à-la-Garde sector, 
along with a shortage of staff 
due to the departure of its mu-
nicipal director general. 

Mayor Bruce Wafer points 
out that the event will take 
place in 2025 if the weather 
conditions permit and if the 
municipality’s staffing situa-
tion is resolved. 

“Look, it was 2 degrees 
yesterday, on January 25. 
There is no ice floe. We had 
one forming a few days ago, 
and the full moon’s high tides 

made it disappear. There are 
two shanties on thin ice in 
Pointe-à-la-Garde.  They were 
put there by courageous peo-
ple. The ice floe used to form 
at the end of November in 
front of my (Escuminac’s 
Fleurant’s Point) house and, 
by mid-December, the com-
mercial smelt fishermen were 
catching fish. It is not like that 
anymore,” explains Mr. 
Wafer. 

The event was scheduled 
to take place from February 
16 to 18. “It is usually a safe 
date to have an ice floe. The 
staff situation at the munici-
pality and our current capac-
ity to recruit volunteers also 
played a role in the cancella-
tion. We have organized the 
festival having to plan four 
different pandemic contexts, 

DIANE SKINNER 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

and the municipal team is a 
bit exhausted. There are fewer 
and fewer volunteers,” adds 
Bruce Wafer. 

“We will hold a festival 
next year if the weather helps 
us a bit. We crossed the tip-
ping point. We will have to 
live with the climate’s new re-
alities. We are also concerned 
about the lack of smelt in the 
bay. Besides, we need cold 
weather to have excellent 
fish. The smelt are supposed 
to freeze on the ice. It is our 
trademark. It is also hard to 
hold the festival in March be-
cause of the possibility of 
mild weather,” states the 
mayor. 

The event's budget 
amounts to about $15,000. 
Service sponsorships increase 
the value of that amount. 

GILLES GAGNÉ 

Nipugtug:  
In the Forest

LISTUGUJ: Emma Metal-
lic, author, and Natalie Lau-
rin, illustrator, are justly 
proud of their newly re-
leased first book collabora-
tion. The title Nipugtug 
(pronounced nee-book-
dook), translates from 
Mi’gmaw as “In the Forest” 
and is intended for lan-
guage learners of all ages. 
Emma states, “My time 
spent in the adult Mi’gmaw 
immersion program and our 
Gespe’gewa’gi trails in-
spired me to write this 
story.” 

The book, written in 
both English and Mi’gmaw, 
is set in the Gespe’gewa’gi 
trails and follows the jour-
ney of a young Mi’gmaw 
woman who snowshoes 
through the forest at differ-
ent times of her life. Along 
the way, she meets animals 
and trees who guide her 
through her language learn-
ing journey.  Emma reflects 
that it took her a few 
months to write the book. 
Emma lives in Listuguj and 
has always enjoyed writing. 
She reflects, “It’s always 
been a helpful tool for me 
to process things or ideas.”  

The illustrations are a 
perfect complement to the 
story and have been beauti-
fully created by Natalie 
Laurin. The two met while 
attending university in Hal-
ifax. Emma is a proud 
Mi’gmaw writer, and Na-

talie is a Métis and settler 
illustrator. The two collab-
orated while at university 
on a project where Natalie 
was just completing her 
degree in design. Eventu-
ally, Emma and Natalie 
worked together to create 
beautiful paintings that 
complement the text for 
the scenes which depict 
the story of Nipugtug.  

Funding was received 
from SSHRC (Social Sci-
ences Humanities Re-
search Council), a federal 
research funding agency 
that promotes and sup-
ports research and training 
in the humanities and so-
cial sciences.  This fund-
ing was used to create 
Nipugtug: The Gallery 
Experience. The paintings 
were then used in the 
book. 

Emma works as an ed-
ucational assistant at the 
Alaqsite’w Gitpu School 
in Listuguj. Emma is 
proud to state, “I’m grate-
ful and honoured to have 
had the experience to cre-
ate this book. I hope it in-
spires others to keep 
learning Mi’gmaw and to 
go after what you are pas-
sionate about.”  

The book is available 
for $18 by contacting 
Kegedonce Press, an In-
digenous publishing house 
supported by the Canada 
Council for the Arts 
whose motto is W’daub 
awae meaning “speaking 
true.” 

Photo: Ann Marie Jacques 

Author Emma Metallic and Illustrator Natalie Laurin at 
their book launch at the Flying Canoe Bookstore in Camp-
bellton, New Brunswick. 
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More snow is needed to tour the 
Gaspé Peninsula on snowmobile

GASPÉ - According to the 
Fédération des clubs de snow-
mobilistes du Québec, another 
snowfall is needed to enable 
touring the Gaspé Peninsula 
by snowmobile. 

As of January 25, trails be-
tween Saint-Maxime-du-
Mont-Louis and Gaspé 
remained closed, as the snow 
is not yet deep enough to 
allow the safe practice of this 
important economic activity in 
the region. 

“This year is very unique. 
Normally, during the holiday 
season, some areas, often in-
cluding at your own home, are 
open. Unfortunately, we didn't 
have any snow. But now, we 
are starting to have good 
cover, but we still have certain 
areas where more snow is 
needed to be optimal,” stated 
Stéphane Desroches,  director 
of the federation. 

The clubs have announced 
that the trail is closed mostly 
due to safety concerns, as  the 
lack of snow inhibits the in-
stallation of signage along the 
snowmobile trail.  

Additionally, this winter, 
the popular link between Mur-
dochville and the Relais de la 
Cache remains closed due to a 
bridge being damaged..  

The director of the federa-
tion is confident that the trail 
will be reopened next year. “I 
want to reassure everyone. 
Next spring, in the Cache sec-
tor, there is talk of a bridge 

that must be redone. We are 
talking about complications in 
finding a contractor and final-
izing the file. There is a ques-
tion of permits. Everything is 
regularized but at this mo-
ment, we cannot build a 
bridge,” underlines Mr. 
Desroches. 

Even if certain sections are 
still closed, the peak snowmo-
bile season has not yet begun. 
“In our data and talking to our 
tourism partners, it’s February 
and March. In January, it's the 
locals who are happy but 
tourist-wise, the two most im-
portant months are February 
and March. I have no doubt 
that everything will be per-
fect,” says the director. 

The federation has been as-
sessing the potential impacts 
of climate change on trails for 
several years and has imple-
mented action plans accord-
ingly.  

The clubs have become 
more efficient and can now 
operate in significant quanti-
ties of snow, as was the case in 
the past. 

"Our primary goal when 
we repair a trail or a bridge - 
and I'll use a visualization - is 
to be able to drive around in a 
Honda Civic. When you have 
a nice surface, you don't need 
three or four feet of snow to 
have a nice carpet of snow," 
says Desroches. 

"It also means that if 
there's ever a thaw, it's easily 
repaired on the next run. In 
that sense, we work very 
well," he says. 

All winter activities to-
gether, including snowmobil-
ing, contribute significantly to 
the region's economy. 
Tourisme Gaspésie estimated 
the impact at around $88 mil-
lion, with snowmobiling play-
ing a substantial role. 

Photo: Archives

A section between Haute-Gaspésie and Gaspé 
remained closed on January 25 
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