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Shacks are set, but where’s the smelt?

® GILLES GAGNE

POINTE-A-LA-GARDE -
With Pointe-a-la-Garde’s fa-
mous ice floe finally becoming
a reality at the end of January,
a few avid fishermen ventured
out to test the fishing condi-
tions. Among them was Eu-
gene Perkinson, a well-known
smelt fisherman who started
his season as early as possible,
but so far, the fishing hasn’t
been very productive.

“I went on the ice early be-
cause | brought my boat with
me. It (the result) is not good,
really not good. If you catch 30
fish, it is because you are
lucky. I had days of one fish,
and days of two. Striped bass
and seals, both of them work-
ing at the same time, have de-
pleted the stock. It is like sea
trout, a species that hardly
comes here now,” says Mr.
Perkinson, who resides in
Pointe-a-la-Garde.

Like other sports fisher-
men, he also tried his luck in
Pointe-a-la-Croix and Listugu;.
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The number of ice fishing shacks on Pointe-a-la-Garde’s ice floe pales in comparison with that

of a decade ago, when dozens were visible in a small area.

“It 1s slightly better there. I
caught 26 or 27 fish, big
enough, at a length of 9 to 12
inches, female spawners. Up
the river past the reserve (Lis-
tuguj), we can’t fish and in
fact, there are no fish left up-

stream,” he adds.

Eugene Perkinson is very
worried about the fate of smelt
and sea trout, due to the in-
creased presence of striped
bass.

“I worked on an excursion

boat in Carleton last summer
and we were bringing tourists
on striped bass fishing trips. In
a three-hour outing, we would
catch more than 100 striped
bass,” he underlines.

“I gutted striped bass with

CABs temporarily suspend
Volunteer Transportation Service
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MARIA - The eight Volun-
teer Action Centres (CABs)
in the Gaspé Peninsula are
temporarily suspending their
Volunteer  Transportation
Service for seniors aged 65
due to a shortage of funding.
However the Gaspé Penin-
sula Integrated Health and
Social ~ Services Centre
(CISSS) says it has offered
$80,000 to maintain the serv-
ice.

"This temporary service
cut is necessary due to a lack
of funding. Requests con-
tinue to increase and this
year, the CISSS de Ila
Gaspésie has cut financial
assistance to maintain it,"
says CAB spokesperson and
director of the Saint-
Alphonse-Nouvelle Volun-

teer Action Centre, Nancy Val-
0is.

In 2024-2025, CAB volun-
teers covered 477,000 kilome-
tres, to accompany seniors to
4,871 medical appointments.

“To maintain the expensive
service, the CABs have had to
restrict the offer in recent
years, by limiting the number
of transports to beneficiaries or
refusing transportation outside
the region. Our seniors do not
have the means to absorb the
bill 100%. We are asking the
CISSS de la Gaspésie and
Santé-Québec to have ade-
quate funding. This is a more
than essential service,” adds
Ms. Valois.

In 2023-2024, the CISSS
provided $200,000 in funding.
For 2024-2025, no funding has
been granted, despite a re-
quest for $350,000, according
to the CABs. The total cost of

the service for the region’s
CABs is $485,000.

“During the meetings, one
of their arguments was that.
They are in budget cuts. They
have $40.7 million to cut. We
deduce that we are in these
cuts,” says Ms. Valois.

The decision specifically
affects those aged 65 and over.
“Because there are agreements
with those 65 and under and
there are reimbursements made
with the local employment
centre,” says Ms. Valois.

“The aftermath will be
renegotiated. But to ensure the
service, we have restricted it.
Maybe we will have to sit
down together, the eight CABs,
to see what we can do to keep
it viable and offer the service to
the community,” she says.

“It is vital. Our population
is aging. Caregivers do a lot.
This support service, with

transportation and a volunteer,
is a valuable support. It is reas-
suring and they have no other
means. We do it with a heavy
heart,” says Ms. Valois.

“We are asking for adequate
funding to maintain the trans-
portation escort service,” con-
cludes Ms. Valois.

The service was created in
the late 1980s, with users pay-
ing between 30% and 50% of
the pre-established rates.

In response, the Gaspé
Peninsula CISSS acknowl-
edges the CABs’ decision,
which they estimate will di-
rectly impact about sixty users.
The CISSS would like to make
it clear that the financial aid has
not been cut.

A responsible proposal
from the CISSS was made to
the CABs, offering $80,000 to
help maintain the service. This
offer remains on the table.

sea trout in them, and later into
the summer, with smelts and
lobster, and a big lobster at
that,” he emphasizes.

With 60 years of sports fish-
ing under his belt, Mr. Perkin-
son, now 66, has carned a
reputation for his skills in
catching smelt. During the
peak years, he regularly
reached the daily limit, of 120
smelts, with ease.

“T'used to catch 120 smelt in
25 minutes to half-an-hour. I
caught 120 fish only once this
year and it took me more than a
full tide, about eight hours,” he
adds.

From what he heard, the
few commercial smelt fisher-
men who haven’t given up over
the years, also tried their luck
off Miguasha, once the ice floe
formed. “They told me that
they are not catching fish. What
you see in grocery stores
comes from New Brunswick
and they are caught in water
free of ice. It looks like the end
of an era,” Eugene Perkinson
concludes.

Exceptionally last year,
an additional emergency
amount of $200,000 was of-
fered to them to support their
service, adding that the over-
all funding for the Commu-
nity Organizations Support
Program was even increased
for the year 2024-2025. The
situation has evolved over
the past few months and the
current financial situation
does not allow for the same
to be done this year.

If the decision to suspend
the service is maintained, the
Gaspé Peninsula CISSS will
do everything possible to
mitigate the effects of this
decision on the population.

The CISSS invites users
affected by the measure and
who cannot find an alterna-
tive to contact the clinical
worker responsible for their
file.



Court rejects bid to restore
Avignon-La Mitis-Matane-Matapédia riding
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CARLETON-SUR-MER -
On February 21, the Federal
Court rejected the request by
lawyer Alexis Deschénes and
Droits collectifs Québec for
judicial review of the decision
of the Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission for
the province of Quebec that
eliminated the riding of Avi-
gnon—La Mitis—Matane—Mat-
apédia on April 24, 2024.

In his 32-page ruling,
Judge Sébastien Grammond
stated that “The reasons given
by the Commission to justify
the elimination of the riding
of  Avignon-La  Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia were rea-
sonable and consistent with
the principle of effective rep-
resentation developed by the
Supreme Court. Indeed, the
relative parity of electoral
power is the essential compo-
nent. The Commission was
aware of the issues related to
the size of the constituencies
in rural or remote regions, but
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The federal map currently in effect in Eastern Quebec.

it was reasonable to conclude
that these issues no longer
justified the existence of a
constituency whose popula-
tion was nearly 36% lower
than the average population
of Quebec constituencies.”

The judge recalled the en-
tire procedure that led the
commission to develop its
conclusions.

In his analysis, he added
that “The Commission clearly

understood the legal princi-
ples that governed its mission.
It took into consideration the
arguments presented to it dur-
ing the public hearings. It re-
tained certain suggestions that
were made to it and it modi-
fied the boundary between the
proposed constituencies of
Rimouski—La Matapédia and
Gaspésie—Les fles-de-la-
Madeleine—Listuguj in order
to respect the boundaries of

the MRCs. However, it main-
tained its recommendation to
eliminate the constituency of
Avignon-La Mitis Matane—
Matapédia. Although the ap-
plicants disagree, this is a
reasonable decision. I was not
convinced that the Commis-
sion made the errors that the
applicants accuse it of,” con-
tinued Justice Grammond. He
also ordered the applicants to
pay $6,000 to the Attorney
General and $2,000 to Elec-
tions Canada for costs, in-
cluding taxes and expenses.
“When you file a judicial
review, you analyze the deci-
sion made by the commission
and conclude that the decision
is unreasonable. It is always a
very difficult remedy to ob-
tain because the judge could
be of the opinion that the de-
cision is not the best, but the
burden is higher. The judge
had to decide whether the de-
cision was reasonable. And
that is what he concluded,”
responded Mr. Deschénes
after reading the decision.
An appeal is not out of the

question. “The fight is not
over and we will continue to
fight for the political weight
of our regions. We will ana-
lyze the possibility of appeal-
ing the judgment. We have 30
days to do it. And if [ am
elected, I promise to bring
this battle to the political
stage and, as an MP, to intro-
duce a bill that will aim to
protect Quebec’s political
weight and ensure better rep-
resentation of the regions in
Ottawa,” says the Bloc candi-
date for Gaspésie-Les Iles-de-
la-Madeleine-Listuguj in
preparation for the next elec-
tion.

Even if an election is held
under the new electoral map,
it could still be reversed. “It’s
an outcome that is possible.
Of course it takes a little time,
but it’s not impossible,” says
Mr. Deschénes.

The hearing took place on
February 5. The judge had in-
dicated that a decision would
be made quickly due to the
potential for an imminent fed-
eral election.

FEDERAL MAP:
Disappointment among Gaspesian politicians
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GASPE - Elected officials in
the Gaspé Peninsula are disap-
pointed with the Federal
Court's decision on February 21
to reject the judicial review of
the decision of the Federal
Electoral Boundaries Commis-
sion for the province of Que-
bec, which eliminated the
riding of Avignon-La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia on April
24,2024,

“It hurts the heart. It hurts
the region. All we want is to be
represented like the other re-
gions. If our territory is too
large, which does not respect
the characteristics, the adminis-
trative boundaries, the natural
borders, it means that our re-
gion cannot be well repre-
sented,” says Gaspé Mayor
Daniel Coté.

"What the court has just ren-
dered as a decision is that we
will apply the purely mathe-
matical accounting principle
and the effective representa-
tiveness recognized by the
Carter Decision of the Supreme
Court, we will put that aside
and that will end there. I respect
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the courts. I hope that this de-
cision will be appealed," adds
the mayor.

The parties have 30 days to
file an appeal.

Mathieu Lepointe, the pres-
ident of the Gaspé Peninsula
Table of Prefects, shares the
disappointment.

"It is disappointing for the
Gaspésie but also for all the re-
gions of the country. It is al-
ways a challenge to properly
represent our issues and our re-
alities within Parliament in Ot-
tawa, it requires a decent
number of MPs," says Mathieu
Lapointe.

"We saw it recently with the
announcement of Kristina
Michaud's departure. We see
that it will have concrete im-
pacts on the ground. It will be
an even greater challenge for
the people who will have to
represent these territories that
will be immense," notes the
president.

As a result of the decision,
the Matanie and Avignon
MRCs have been merged into
the Gaspésie-Les Iles-de-la-
Madeleine-Listuguj  riding,
while Matapédia and La Mitis
have been incorporated into the

The commission during its visit to Gaspé in September 2022.

Rimouski-La Matapédia riding.

The Member of Parliament
(MP) for Gaspésie—Les iles-
de-la-Madeleine, Diane
Lebouthillier, said she was re-
serving her comments for the
moment.

Provincial boundaries
also in question

The situation is happening
again at the provincial level.
“We see the same kind of situ-
ation happening again. That is
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why the Table of prefects is
very present, even at the legal
level, to make our concerns
heard and ensure that the
Gaspésie does not lose another
riding at the provincial level.
With two MNA:, it is not too
many for the Gaspésie,” says
Mr. Lapointe.

Meanwhile, elected officials
of the Laurentides and Centre-
du-Québec are contesting the
Act that suspended the revision
of the map.

The Quebec Electoral Rep-

resentation Commission has
proposed merging the ridings of
Gaspé and Bonaventure, com-
bining the MRCs of Cdte-de-
Gaspé, Rocher-Percé,
Bonaventure and Avignon, into
a new Gaspé-Bonaventure rid-
ing, while Haute-Gaspésie
would be transferred to the rid-
ing of Matane-Matapédia, a
Lower St. Lawrence riding.

As of April 30, 2023,
Bonaventure had 35,898 regis-
tered voters, while Gaspé had
30,131, both well below the
minimum threshold. The gap
was -29.2% and -40.6% re-
spectively.

Gaspé ranked as the third
least populous riding, behind
the Magdalen Islands, which
has exceptional status, and Un-
gava.

According to projections of
the number of voters based on
data from the Quebec Institute
of Statistics, the gap with re-
spect to the average for Gaspé
should soon surpass that of Un-
gava.

In 2017, the Commission
had maintained Gaspé’s nega-
tive exception status and
granted the same status to
Bonaventure.



Man killed in Nouvelle road accident

A distraction may have contributed to the accident that led to the death of an oc-
togenarian on February 21 on Highway 132 East in Nouvelle. The Sareté du Québec
received a call around 1:45 p.m. regarding a collision between a sedan that was leav-
ing a private driveway and a truck traveling on the road. The victim apparently did
not see the oncoming vehicle. The jaws of life were needed to free the victim. Ini-
tially both the octogenarian and the driver of the truck, a man in his thirties, sus-
tained only minor injuries, according to the Sareté du Québec communication
officer Frédéric Deshaies. However, the victim succumbed to his injuries in hospi-
tal a few hours later. An investigation has been opened to determine the cause of
the accident.

Man found guilty of sexual assault
Walter Hottot, 69, from Port Daniel, was found guilty of sexual assault on Decem-
ber 19 for an offence committed between 1983 and 1986. On February 24, he was
sentenced to three years in prison by Quebec Court Judge Janick Poitier. The iden-
tity of the victim, who was a minor at the time of the events, remains protected. Ini-
tially, Walter Hottot was also accused of sexually assaulting a second person, but
that charge was dropped.

Walter Hottot was also found guilty of failing to register his name in the sex of-
fender registry in 2023 and 2024. This marks the fourth time he has been convicted
of sexually assaulting a minor. His detention began on February 24, as he had not
been held in custody prior to sentencing;

His brother, Claude Hottot, 64, also from Port-Daniel, was acquitted on Febru-
ary 21 of sexual assault charges involving two people in a completely separate case
dating back to the 1980s. His trial took place on January 9 and 10 at the New Catlisle
Courthouse, under the direction of Judge Yves Desaulniers. While the judge did
not find the accused’s testimony credible, he ruled that the prosecution's evidence
was insufficient for a conviction.

Their sister, Nancy Rideout-Hottot, 59, is awaiting a verdict in another sexual as-
sault case involving three alleged victims, also dating back to the 1980s. Now re-
siding in Saskatchewan, she stood trial from January 21 to 23 in New Catlisle. Judge
Richard Coté is expected to deliver his decision on April 11.

Man found guilty of assault with a weapon

A 60-year-old man from Paspebiac is scheduled to return to the New Carlisle Court-
house on May 28 for the release of a pre-sentence report after being found guilty
of assault and assault with a weapon. The verdict was delivered by Quebec Court
Judge Janick Poirier on February 24. The violent acts occurred between January 1,
1990, and December 31, 2008, and were committed against his three children. The
man, whose identity is protected to prevent the identification of his children, was
also found guilty of assaulting his adult daughter on January 10, 2022. Additionally,
on September 26, 2023, he violated a court order prohibiting him from contacting
that daughter.

During the trial, witnesses testified that they had been struck with a belt, a strap

and a stick, as well as slapped in the face. The trial was conducted over two-and-a-
half days, taking place on August 13 and 14, 2024, and concluding on October 31,
2024. Defence attorney Caroline Bérubé requested permission from Judge Poirier
to have a pre-sentence report prepared, which was granted.

Carleton man charged with EI fraud

Sébastien Bujold, 41, from Catleton, has been charged with 98 counts of Employ-
ment Insurance fraud. He was officially charged on February 24 at the New Carlisle
Courthouse. He was present in court that day but he hadn’t had time to consult the
court documents related to his case. Quebec Court Judge Janick Poirier asked him
to return on April 22 to familiarize himself with the charges laid against him. He is
represented by defence lawyer Willam Assels. The charges stem from alleged false
declarations appearing on forms submitted to obtain Employment Insurance ben-
efits. The period of the alleged fraud covers several years.

Police intervention in Nouvelle

A police operation held on February 25 in Nouvelle resulted in the seizure of sev-
eral assets allegedly acquired through illegal activities. The Attorney General of Que-
bec initiated proceedings in Superior Court on February 20 and was granted
authorization for prejudgment seizure. The seized assets include two buildings, seven
vehicles including four cars, as well as valuable goods reportedly obtained through
drug trafficking. The Streté du Québec officers assisted the bailiff in executing the
seizure at 638 Highway 132 West. The Attorney General is acting under the Act re-
specting the confiscation, administration and allocation of proceeds and instru-
ments of illegal activities to request confiscation in favour of the State. The identity
of the property owners has not yet been released, as no charges have been laid as
of SPEC’s deadline.

Progress in unsolved murder case
Investigators from the Missing persons and unsolved murder cases division of the
Streté du Québec met on February 26 with a man in his sixties, residing in the Mat-
apedia Valley regarding the 1979 murder of Adrien Allard, which occurred in
Causapscal.

On February 10, 1979, at around 7:15 p.m., two individuals wearing snowmobile
suits arrived at the victim’s residence, where he lived with his brother. The brothers
defended themselves and in doing so, Adrien Allard died from his injuries. “The el-
ements of the investigation collected at that time, combined with more recent work,
allowed investigators to track down this individual who could be linked to this event.
We are talking about DNA elements here,” points out Frédéric Deshaies, spokesper-
son of the Streté du Québec. A second suspect is also being investigated, but due
to the ongoing nature of the case, officer Deshaies declined to provide further de-
tails. The man questioned by investigators on February 26 was released but may be
called back for further questioning, In the Gaspé Peninsula, other murders remain
unresolved, including the killing of Gesgapegiag’s Linda Condo in October 1988 and
the disappearance of Will Langlois, of Port Daniel in February 1998.

CSN protests against the private sector health care
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CHANDLER - On February
26, the CSN protested against
the privatization of the health
care and social services net-
work, outside the Chandler of-
fice of the Member of the
National Assembly (MNA)
for Bonaventure, Catherine
Blouin. The protest was part
of the CSN’s “For a Truly
Public Network™ campaign.

Serge Saint-Pierre, presi-
dent of the Centrale des syn-
dicats nationaux (CSN)
regional council for Gaspésie-
[les-de-la-Madeleine, points
out that the network has un-
dergone numerous reforms for
over 30 years, the last one
being the one that led to the
creation of Santé Québec last
year.

“We have always advo-
cated public health care rather
than private health care,” Mr.
Saint-Pierre points out.

In the Gaspé Peninsula, the

union representative notes that
some doctors have left the
public network for the private
sector. “We are afraid that
with the reform that has
begun, there will be more and
more. When we talk about the
private sector, we are talking
about profit and people have
to pay. The government says it
won’t cost anything, we will

pay the bill. Everywhere the
private sector has set up shop,
costs have increased and users
have had to pay,” notes the
president, who wants to raise
awareness among Users.

“At some point, they will
be forced to take money out of
their pockets if we make more
and more room for the private
sector,” adds Mr. Saint-Pierre.

CSN activists demonstrated in front MNA
Catherine Blouin's offices in Chandler.
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“In the private sector, when
cases are too heavy, we return
them to the public sector.
They only take cases with the
possibility of making money,
that is to say, cases that are not
too heavy,” maintains the
union representative.

The CSN criticized the
lack of access to local MNAs
Catherine Blouin (Bonaven-
ture) and Stéphane Sainte-
Croix (Gaspé).

“We wanted to talk to the
Members of the National As-

sembly and it was never pos-
sible,” he says.

With the Gaspé Peninsula
Integrated Health and Social
Services Centre facing a $40
million budget cut, Mr. Saint-
Pierre says essential services
will be affected.

“Cutting $40 million in the
Gaspésie makes no sense.
There are people who will not
be able to afford to get treat-
ment, who will not receive
services at the local level,”
says Mr. Saint-Pierre.

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
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Gilles Gagné

Commentary

Canadian hockey is declining
despite inspiring victory

On February 20, Canada won the Four Nations tour-
nament against the United States, thanks to a dramatic
overtime goal scored by the best player on earth, Con-
nor McDavid, who is increasingly referred to as “Mc-
Jesus” by some hockey fans.

That game was about much more than just hockey.
It carried political weight, given American president
Donald Trump’s recent decisions to impose trade tar-
iffs on Canadian goods and his controversial state-
ments about integrating Canada as the 51st state. That
is not to mention the ongoing insults he has hurled at
democratically elected Canadian politicians over re-
cent years.

The previous matchup between Canada and the
United States in the same tournament had already
been marked by intimidation tactics, planned by three
American players, brothers Brady and Matthew
Tkachuk, as well as J.T. Miller. Within the first nine
seconds, they initiated three fights against Canadian
players.

Matthew and Brady Tkachuk targeted smaller op-
ponents, Canadians Brandon Hagel and Sam Bennett,
who each conceded about 30 pounds to their oppo-
nent, and who more than held their own against the
two brothers. Meanwhile, Canadian defenceman
Colton Parayko was about to make ground meat with
J.T. Miller when the linesmen stepped in to stop the
fight.

The Americans won the first game 3-1, but the way
Canadians reacted to intimidation tactics that night
paved the way to their victory five days later in the
tournament’s final. We could say that symbolically,
the hockey players also reacted to Donald Trump’s
bullying.

Three other factors played a big role in that Feb-
ruary 20 victory, team play, the starring goaltending
of Jordan Binnington and, according to most experts,
the presence on Canada’s team of the top three players
in the world, Connor McDavid, Nathan McKinnon
and Cale Makar

However, despite this victory, there are signs that
Canada’s hockey is declining. This trend has been ev-
ident over the past two decades, as the country wins a
decreasing number of international tournaments. Na-
tional Hockey League (NHL) statistics further support
this concern.

It starts in Quebec

Part of Canada’s hockey decline begins in Quebec,
as La Belle Province players have almost disappeared
from players’ national selections.

Last fall, Hockey Canada released the list of 32
players invited to Team Canada’s junior training camp
for the World Championship played in Ottawa during
the holiday season. On that list, there were only two
Quebec players. That is only 6.25% of the team’s ros-
ter for a province that makes up 23% of the country’s
population.

Moreover, in June 2024, for a second year in a row,
Quebec-Maritimes Junior Hockey League players
were ignored in the first round of the NHL draft. In
55 years, such a thing had never occurred before.

Before the Christmas break, when the NHL re-
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vealed the team that represented the country in the
Four Nations Showdown, only one Quebecer, Samuel
Montembault, of the Montreal Canadiens, was se-
lected and he didn’t play. The selection was consid-
ered a testing ground for Finland, Sweden, the United
States and Canada in preparation for the Milan-
Cortina winter Olympic Games, a year down the road.
Again, Quebecers will likely struggle to make the na-
tional team.

Quebec hockey fans complain sometimes about
the province’s players being neglected by Hockey
Canada selectors, but if we take a look at another se-
lection mode, that of the NHL general managers, we
see another sign of decline.

In the early 2000s, between 80 and 90 Quebecers
played regularly in the NHL. Today, that number has
dropped to just 30.

NHL scouts are rarely biased. They will go and
watch a hockey player in northern Slovenia if they
think he has a fair chance of making it in the league.

Quebec can also count on 20,000 more players
than in Finland and 10,000 more than in Sweden, two
countries that develop NHL players in large numbers
and have enjoyed great success on the international
scene.

The population of Quebec reaches 9 million inhab-
itants now, compared to Sweden’s 11.3 million citi-
zens, and Finland’s population stands at 5.6 million
people.

Although the problem of hockey development in
Quebec has made headlines on occasions over the last
decade, not much is happening on the field, or on the
rink.

Over recent years, Hockey Québec’s leaders are
focusing on the adoption of sound governance prac-
tices by the regions and associations. However, these
governance problems and turf wars have been para-
lyzing Quebec hockey for a long time.

The rest of Canada is declining too

The situation is not as bad in the rest of Canada but
there is ample room for concern there as well. The
percentage of Canadian forwards and defensemen has
dropped from 55.6% to 42.4% in the NHL since the
early 2000s. It is a 13.2% loss. In the meantime, the
proportion of American players reaching the NHL has
gone from 16 to 30%.

Yes, the competition is getting stronger every-
where. The number of Swedish and Finnish players
in the NHL is also increasing, and their quality is ris-
ing as well.

Canada relies on the largest pool of hockey play-
ers, nearly 504,000 players but the country is losing
ground against the competition.

A look at the goaltenders gives an indication of
what we are missing on, among other things.

Aside from Samuel Montembault, who is still not
a top five or even a top ten netminder of the NHL,
Quebec has not produced a top goaltender over the
last 15 years. Gone are the days of Patrick Roy, Martin
Brodeur, Roberto Luongo or Marc-André Fleury.

Team Canada relied on Jordan Binnington and
Adin Hill during the Four Nations. Binnington led the
St. Louis Blues to the Stanley Cup in 2019, his per-
formance over the past three seasons has placed him
22nd among NHL starting goalies, with a .903 save
percentage.

The United States have produced four of the top
10 netminders leading the NHL efficiency rate.

What is Canada’s problem?

André Lachance is an expert with international
recognition in the development of sports systems.
When he meets European hockey managers, he is fre-
quently told that in Canada, “You don’t need to rack
your brains with development methods! You have so
many players that it’s easy to assemble a good national
team.”

Mr. Lachance figures that it might be the country’s
problem. While other countries are racking their
brains to improve their structures, better supervise
their athletes and better train their coaches, Canada
hasn’t hardly changed its approach in 50 years.

Junior players, who are attached to private compa-
nies owning teams, are playing almost as many games
as professionals, which is pure nonsense for individ-
uals aged 15 to 20.

Renowned goaltending coach Frangois Allaire has
remarked that in Canada, elite players are selected
when they are 12 and they play against other elite
players. Late bloomers, kids aged between 12 and 15,
are essentially forgotten.

In Europe, and most American coaches have
adopted that model, kids are not selected for elite play
until they are 14. They are also encouraged to play
other sports and develop their overall skills.

Hockey is a great sport, although it is marred by
too much money. It remains Canada’s national sport,
but for how long?

If Canada hopes to remain a dominant hockey na-
tion, the county must ask itself: What are we willing
to do to stay on top?
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Better access to judicial system for Listuguj residents

GILLES GAGNE
o

CARLETON - Since Febru-
ary 26, Listuguj residents who
require judicial services have
access to the Carleton Court-
house, two full days per
month if needed, thanks to the
collaborative efforts of stake-
holders involved in delivering
these services.

A ceremony was held on
the morning of February 26 to
launch the new services. Lis-
tuguj elder, Roseann Martin,
led the traditional portion of
the event, emphasizing the
significance of certain cul-
tural symbols for the Mi’g-
magq people, particularly when
facing the judicial system.

“The seven directions
play a big role in our culture.
There is spiritual meaning for
every direction,” she ex-
plained to the audience of
close to 50 people, including
Quebec Court Judge Janick
Poirier, regional Bar President
Alexis Deschénes, many
lawyers, court employees, po-
lice officers and security
agents.

Judge Janick Poirier, who
received traditional objects
from Elder Roseann Martin,
underlined the importance for
the Quebec Court offering this
new service in an effort to
bring the justice system closer
to Listuguj residents and fos-
ter stronger connections.

“We know that some peo-
ple have to deal with a very
difficult background, which
notably brings a difficulty to
feel trust towards Non-Native
people,” she said.

Judge Poirier added that
she is aware that the new sys-
tem is not perfect, as people
from Listuguj, who are incar-
cerated will still appear at the
New Carlisle Courthouse
since the Carleton facility
lacks the appropriate infra-

Several people involved in courthouse activities joined the stakeholders who
have worked to improve access to the judicial system for citizens of Listuguj.

Listuguj elder, Roseann Martin, right, shows Quebec Court
Judge Janick Poirier the meaning of certain items in the Mi’g-
maq culture, as court worker Donna Metallic listens.

structure.

“It is an issue that hope-
fully will be resolved. (...) We
are starting a new path today
that will help us all,” con-
cluded Janick Poirier.

A long wait

Listuguj court worker
Donna Metallic, who assists
victims, witnesses and ac-
cused, delivered a heartfelt

Accessibility issues at Gaspé’s
blood collection centre

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - The Gaspé Peninsula Integrated Health and Social
Services Centre is once again facing criticism after the elevator
providing access to the Blood Collection Centre at Place Jacques-
Cartier in Gaspé broke down on February 24.

With this latest incident, the controversial decision to locate
the Blood Collection Centre in this building, especially since one
of the escalators has been out of service for several weeks, is

once again drawing attention.

These breakdowns complicate access to the service for peo-
ple with reduced mobility. However, the elevator was back in serv-

ice on February 25.

In eatly February, the CISSS acknowledged the accessibility
concerns and stated that it hopes to relocate the service back

within its own facilities due to financial pressures.

While the former emergency room is one option under con-
sideration, the CISSS is also exploring other possibilities.

message following Judge
Poirier remarks. She has
helped Listuguj citizens in

Photos: G. Gagné

court for nine years and has
advocated for the delivery of
services closer to the Mi’g-
maq people for a similar pe-
riod, a struggle that left her
doubting about an improved
context.

“Most clients we serve
don’t own a car. We are the
link between the justice sys-
tem and them. They were not
even allowed to have the
feather with them in court.
There is hope and there is
faith that we can have better
justice for everybody. I am
very emotional because I
never thought that I would see
that day,” explained Ms.
Metallic.

Since February 26, Mi’g-
maq accused, witnesses and
victims can hold a feather
when they are called to testify,
a historic first in the Gaspé

Peninsula.

Regional Bar President
and Legal Aid lawyer Alexis
Deschénes praised once more
the collaboration of the stake-
holders in the progress made
in that file since April 2, 2024,
the day of the first official
meeting related to moving
some services to Carleton,
which cuts two hours of driv-
ing when compared to a same
day return trip between Lis-
tuguj and New Carlisle.

“There are sometimes
beautiful and noble causes in
which we believe deeply and
for which we have to fight
great battles. That’s not the
case with the idea we’re
bringing to life today. Yes,
bringing justice closer to the
First Nation citizens of Lis-
tuguj is a beautiful and noble
cause in which we believe
deeply, but this time, we did-
n’t have to fight big battles to
make it happen. This project
didn’t require any major bat-
tle. All we had to do was to
get the judicial interveners in
the Bonaventure judicial dis-
trict around the same table,”
he stated.

“Please see this as proof
that we can improve our jus-
tice system for the benefit of
your people. If it could be
seen as a step towards recon-
ciliation, we would maybe
initiate today not only a way
to bring justice closer to your
community, but something
like a better relationship be-
tween our people,” concluded
attorney Deschénes.

For fast, accurate service
at competitive rates,
rely on over 35 years
experience in tax preparation.

Thursdays

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

New Carlisle Municipal Hall
138 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd.

Donna Harrison: 418-759-5790
Louis Sexton: 418-392-3485

taxes.serviceshs@gmail.com
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Milk dumped due
to February 17 blizzard

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

CARLETON-SUR-MER - As
a result of the blizzard that hit
the Gaspé Peninsula on Feb-
ruary 16 and 17, the region’s
dairy producers had to dis-
pose of their milk, as milk
trucks were unable to collect
and transport the production
to processing plants in Victo-
riaville and Plessisville, in
Centre-du-Québec, on Febru-
ary 17.

"The road closures meant
that we had to dispose of the
milk. This is the first time in
my life. I had never experi-
enced disposing of milk in re-
lation to a snowstorm," said
Normand Barriault, regional
spokesperson for the Dairy
Producers of Québec.

Trucks were unable to
travel between the region and
major processing centres due
to the closure of Highway
132 in the Gaspé Peninsula
and Lower Saint Lawrence
during the height of the bliz-
zard.

The regional spokesperson
did not have an exact report

on the quantities discarded in
the Gaspé Peninsula.

“Given that we are ration-
alizing as much as possible,
we organize ourselves so that
the trucks are very active.
The next day, they have to
pick up other producers. It re-
ally hurt my heart,” notes the
producer.

Milk can only be stored on
the farm for up to 48 hours
and must be processed within
72 hours.

According to preliminary
calculations, approximately
600,000 litres of milk were
discarded out of a daily
provincial production of 10
million litres.

The loss will be collec-
tively absorbed by all dairy
producers in Quebec.

“It’s poor compensation,
but the producer will be paid
for his work. But working so
hard, and being forced to dis-
pose of it because of a storm,
that’s what hurts the most,”
says Mr. Barriault.

The processors are not in-
volved in this compensation
process.

The year 2024 was a good

year for producers. While the
cost of inputs has decreased,
interest rates have risen. The
price paid for dairy calves has
reached record levels.

"I don't understand how
the consumer is going to pay
for this meat in the long term.
But financially, producers are
doing relatively well," com-
ments the producer.

Like other sectors of the
Canadian economy, farmers
are concerned about the situ-
ation in the United States, as-
President Donald Trump has
threatened to impose tariffs
on several Canadian prod-
ucts.

"l hope that this will
awaken some consumers to
the trend of eating Canadian.
I hope that this trend will bear
fruit, to demonstrate that we
have the right to our food
self-sufficiency. Let's stop
looking at the United States
as an outlet and go to other
countries," says Mr. Barriault.

The upward trend in dairy
product consumption contin-
ues, driven largely but the
growing number of immi-
grants.

Total lunar eclipse on
the night of March 13/14

® GILLES GAGNE

CARLETON - Residents of
the Gaspé Peninsula will
have the opportunity to wit-
ness a total lunar eclipse on
the night of March 13 to 14.
A lunar eclipse occurs when
the moon passes through the
earth's shadow, blocking di-
rect sunlight and causing the
Moon to appear red, a phe-
nomenon that occurs a few
times a year.

There are three
varieties of eclipses

Penumbral eclipse: Oc-
curs when the moon only
passes through the Earth's
outer shadow (penumbra)
resulting in a subtle dim-
ming.

Partial eclipse: Occurs
when only part of the moon
passes through the Earth's
darker shadow (umbra).

Total eclipse: The most

Photo: NASA's Scientific Visualization Studio

spectacular, takes place when
the entire moon is within the
Earth’s shadow, turning it a
deep red colour. This reddish
hue is caused by sunlight fil-
tering through the Earth's at-
mosphere, which is the only
one that can reach the moon.
In fact, this white light is fil-
tered by our atmosphere and
the slightest variation in the
quantity of particles present
will affect the brightness of
the eclipse. It is this filter that
gives the moon this red tint,
like during a sunset.

The March 14 partial
eclipse will begin at 1:09
a.m. and end at 4:47 a.m.,
while the total eclipse will
be visible between 2:26 a.m.
to 3:31 a.m. The event can
be easily observed from
home with the naked eye or
with small binoculars. Un-
like a solar eclipse, a lunar
eclipse poses no risk of eye
damage. Additionally, a par-
tial solar eclipse will take
place on March 29, offering
another exciting event to
look forward to.

February could go down in

history for record snowfalls

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE - According to data from Environment Canada, with 124
centimetres of snow fallen as of February 25, the month ranks
third in historical data dating back to 1895.

In February 2008, there was 125.9 centimetres of snow. With
the residual precipitation that was forecast until February 28,
everything indicates that this mark could be reached or even sur-
passed.

The all-time record was set in February 2013 with 140.2 cen-
timetres of snow.

The 124 centimetres received so far fell mostly in the span of
five days, from February 13 to 18, when Gaspé received 117 cen-
timetres, and then in the February 16 and 17 blizzard that left 77
centimetres.

The average snowfall for February is 63 centimetres.

As of February 25, there was 28 centimetres of snow on the
ground. This is quite a contrast compared to January when Gaspé
only received 26.8 centimetres in total.

So far, since the start of the “wintetr”’, 237.4 centimetres of
snow has been recorded at the Michel-Pouliot Airport in Gaspé.

The seasonal average for this time period is 258 centimetres.

February in the last 10 years:

Year Centimetres of snow
2014 121.6 cm

2015 123.2 cm

2016 ?I?If;?asurements taken Feb. 1 to 12.)
2017 67.1 cm

2018 54 cm

2019 118.4 cm

2020 115 cm

2021 96 cm

2022 119 cm

2023 41.9 cm

2024 33.6 cm

2025 124 cm (As of Feb. 26.)

THEGASPESPEC.COM
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CMQ observer satistied with progress in Percé

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PERCE - The Town of Percé
is demonstrating a clear com-
mitment to improving its
governance. This is the key
take away from the report
published on February 20 by
Minister of Municipal Affairs
Andrée Laforest. The report
was prepared by observer
M¢élanie Robert, who was ap-
pointed following last July’s
damning finding by the Com-
mission  municipale du
Québec (CMQ).

Me¢élanie Robert's mandate
was to verify whether the
measures put in place by the
town, in response to the
CMQ’s recommendations
were effectively addressing
the identified issues.

The final report was pre-
sented to council members
and the general management
team on February 19.

Throughout her mandate,
Ms. Robert noted a clear de-
sire to rectify the situation,
both on the part of the town's
employees and the members
of the council.

She notes that the town
has already taken serious and
significant steps to remedy
certain problems, including
the active participation of its
staff and council members in
information sessions, and the
invitation extended by senior
management to various bid-
ders to carry out an organiza-
tional diagnosis.

The council ensures that it
has all the information neces-
sary for decision-making, in

Percé municipal council meeting in Val-d’Espoir on February 4.

particular by introducing de-
cision summaries for more
complex or extensive files.

Ms. Robert also notes that
the town is in good financial
health and the main internal
control and monitoring
mechanisms are in place.

However, she recom-
mends that the Regulation
decreeing the rules for budg-
etary control and monitoring
be updated, in particular to
specify the areas of jurisdic-
tion for which each delega-
tion applies and to update the
amounts thus authorized. The
undersigned also recom-
mends that these mechanisms
be accompanied by work
tools that promote a better
understanding of the budget
management process among
teams while ensuring sustain-
ability in the transmission of
best practices in this area.

It should be noted that this
recommendation could also
be enhanced by those, where
applicable, of the human re-

sources representative who
will issue an organizational
diagnosis.

The observer reiterates the
importance for the town to
ensure complete management
and appropriate monitoring
of sensitive or difficult
labour relations files. She
points out that specific train-
ing in conflict management
exists and that specialized
support resources are avail-
able.

She suggests that the town
update its Policy on the Pre-
vention of Harassment, Inci-
vility and Violence in the
Workplace.

The administration must
continue its efforts to ensure
sound management of the
town.

The Minister of Municipal
Affairs is confident that other
actions will be deployed to
this end, in the interest of the
entire community.

The ministry is also
closely monitoring the situa-

Percé: No permanent
director general before 2026

® NELSON SERGERIE

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
PERCE - The Town of Percé
does not intend to fill the posi-
tion of director general of the
municipality before 2026. In-
stead, the town will rely on an
interim director due to the
number of files that need to be
resolved quickly.

"The council contacted the
municipal associations of Que-
bec - the Fédération québé-
coise des municipalités and the
Association des directeurs mu-
nicipalités du Québec - which
have banks of experienced
candidates who could come in
the interim to manage all the
upcoming files in Percé in
2025," emphasizes the mayor,
Daniel Leboeuf.

Among these files, the

mayor cites the negotiation of
the collective agreement, the
organizational diagnosis, the
recruitment of new people and
the municipal elections in No-
vember.

“(We have to) take advan-
tage of the experience of a di-
rector general for the
municipality to help us set this
up and then recruit a perma-
nent resource,” says the
mayor.

The organizational diagno-
sis will contain recommenda-
tions. “We must continue the
recovery and once advanced,
perhaps in 2026, we will re-
cruit permanently. We will find
someone who wants to make a
career in our beautiful town
with a municipality that func-
tions well and that has all its

directors,” says Mr. Leboeuf.

Now four months into his
term, the mayor believes har-
mony has returned to the Town
Hall. “The discussions are
much more cordial during
public meetings. I avoid con-
troversy. It reflects the climate
at the town hall. It’s friend-
lier,” says the mayor, who em-
phasizes the work of the civil
service to keep the town up
and running.

Recruitment continues to
fill vacant positions. The posi-
tion of director general will be-
come vacant on March 6. The
incumbent, Michel Fréchette,
resigned on February 4, a few
moments before the start of the
public council meeting. He
had only been in the role for
seven months.

Photo: N. Sergerie

tion and remains available,
particularly  through the
Gaspésie-Iles-de-la-
Madeleine Regional Direc-
torate, to help and support the
town in carrying out its du-
ties.

“The seven recommenda-
tions of the Commission’s in-
vestigation department have
almost been completed. We
still have a few small tasks to
complete before the rest of
the year,” says Mayor Daniel
Leboeuf.

One of these is the organi-
zational diagnosis ordered in
February and which will be

completed in the spring.

In July 2024, the CMQ re-
port concluded that wrong-
doing had been committed in
the Town of Percé.

The Commission’s presi-
dent, Jean-Philippe Marois,
noted a worrying culture re-
garding compliance with ap-
plicable rules within the
town.

This culture is reflected in
a flagrant lack of internal
control measures and moni-
toring mechanisms. This is
the main problem identified
by the investigation.

Thus, the situation in
which the town is currently
immersed is caused by nu-
merous dysfunctions, which
are only the symptoms of this
serious case of mismanage-
ment and for which the re-
sponsibility  cannot  be
attributed solely to the gen-
eral management. The com-
mission noted that significant
disagreements persist within
the administration and have
led to the resignation of sev-
eral employees. As for the
town council, it does not
seem to realize the extent of
the situation or show any de-
sire to rectify it.

Gaspeé approves
86-unit affordable
housing project

® NELSON SERGERIE

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
GASPE - Les Habitations de
la montagne’s 86-unit afford-
able housing project has re-
ceived final approval from
the Gaspé municipal council,
allowing the project to move
forward.

The approval was given
during a special council
meeting on February 24.
“The last stumbling block in
the file was a resident of the
sector who opposed the proj-
ect. There were discussions
between him and the devel-
opers to mitigate the impacts
of the project,” said Mayor
Daniel Coté.

The units will be located
near the MAPAQ (Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food ) offices in the Sandy
Beach sector of Gaspé.

Modifications were made
to address concerns, includ-
ing traffic management dur-
ing construction with a
fenced-off area and reduced
visual impacts.

The developer has until
2029 to complete construc-
tion. While not speaking on
behalf of the developers, the
mayor estimates that the units
could be ready by late 2027,
with construction set to begin
in 2026.

“According to the latest
available statistics, we went
from a vacancy rate of 0% to
1%. It’s still a good improve-
ment, but we’re still far from
the equilibrium threshold.
That’s why we’re continuing
to invest in housing,” says
Mr. Coté.

Over the past five years,
533 residential units have
been built in Gaspé. “The
shortage is getting less and
less severe. At one time, we
never saw any housing listed.
Now, there are some. It’s a
sign that we’re on a positive
trend in the housing short-
age,” believes the mayor,
who is maintaining the pace
to bring in construction.
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Southern Gulf snow crab: Biomass drops by 21%

® GILLES GAGNE

PASPEBIAC — The latest
snow crab stock assessment
conducted at the end of the
summer of 2024 reveals a
21% drop in biomass in the
southern  Gulf of  St.
Lawrence. This is the second
major drop in biomass in as
many years, since the 2023
survey resulted in a 24% drop
compared to the 2022 survey.

The biomass available for
the 2025 fishing season was
51,786 metric tonnes accord-
ing to the 2024 survey, com-
pared to 67,731 tonnes in
2023, says biologist Tobie
Surette of the federal Depart-
ment of Fisheries and
Oceans.

The quota of the southern
Gulf of Saint Lawrence is
usually announced only at the
end of March or beginning of
April. The decision belongs
to the management branch of
the ministry, not the scientific
team. The Gaspé Peninsula
and Magdalen Islands fisher-
men usually benefit from
30% of the quota. It is the
biggest zone accessible to
Quebec crab fishermen.

“Snow crab go through
cycles, with an abundance of
ups and downs. Crab is still
in the declining phase of its
cycle. Between 2018 and
2022, the biomass was be-
tween 78,000 and 85,000
metric tonnes,” says Mr.
Surette.

At 67,731 metric tonnes,
the 2023 survey was in line
with the average biomass
since annual assessments
began at Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.

For comparison purposes,
Mr. Surette notes that during
the most worrisome low in
the past 20 years, in 2009-
2020, snow crab biomass sur-
veys had the stock at a range
of 31,000 to 35,000 metric
tonnes, about 20,000 tonnes
lower than the current level.
“Crab moves in 10-year cy-

cles. There were also other
lows in 1989-1990 and 1998-
1999,” notes the biologist
with 25 years of experience
in snow crab assessment.

The commercial biomass,
at 51,786 tonnes, is distrib-
uted in varying proportions
between zones 12, 12E, 12F
and 19, with a clear lead for
the former. Thus, the summer
2024 survey would give a
biomass of 42,090 tonnes to
zone 12, then 717 tonnes to
zone 12E, 3,395 tonnes to
zone 12F and 5,271 to zone
19. A balance of just over 350
tonnes is reserved for an
unassigned sector and buffer
zones.

Tobie Surette warns that
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
surveys do not automatically
translate into predictable
quotas by the ministry man-
agers.

However, if we apply the
decision rule associated with
the precautionary approach
adopted for a little over 20
years in the southern Gulf of
snow crab snow crab man-
agement, an exploitation rate
of 35.73% would be imposed
on the commercial biomass
in 2025. The southern Gulf
quota would therefore be
18,503.14 metric tonnes this

year.
In zone 12, the quota
would reach 15,086.81

tonnes, compared to 261.71
tonnes in zone I12E, then
1,273.94 tonnes in 12F, and
1,889.68 tonnes in zone 19.
By comparison, the 2024
quotas were 22,626.39 tonnes
in zone 12, 204.88 tonnes in
zone 12E, 1,868.25 tonnes in
zone 12F and 1,427.06
tonnes in zone 19, for a total
of 26,126.59 tonnes overall.
If this scenario is approved, it
would represent an overall
decrease of 29.18% in 2025.
In the spring of 2024,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
managers set a quota of
26,126.59 metric tonnes, ex-
ceeding the theoretical quota

The surveys are carried out on the Avalon Voyager II.
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Snow crab fishermen can expect another sharp quota reduction in 2025.

that would have resulted
from the strict application of
the decision rule inherent to a
commercial biomass of
67,731 tonnes. This theoreti-
cal quota was 25,710.72
tonnes.

This difference in propor-
tion between the 21% decline
in commercial biomass re-
sulting from the 2024 theo-
retical survey and the
hypothetical quota loss of
29.18% comes from the fact
that the exploitation rate was
adjusted downward due to
the way the precautionary ap-
proach is defined.

A 2025 quota of 18,503.14
tonnes would approach a
moderate probability that the
commercial stock would end
up in the cautious zone, ac-
cording to the name given to
the precautionary approach.

This situation would result
in part from the fairly large
margin of error established
by the scientific team of Fish-
eries and Oceans Canada,
which reaches approximately
5,800 tonnes, both upwards
and downwards, out of the
51,786 tonnes total, a propor-
tion of 11.26%.

Not the first
historical low

The decline in biomass in
the 2023 and 2024 surveys
seems sudden, considering
that the last decade had
mainly been marked by in-
creases or by periods of sta-
bility, instead of serious lows
like the one in 2009-2010.

On that point, Tobie
Surette specifies that "The
last low was in 2009-2010,
and from 2011 to 2022, the
biomass reached 78,000 to
85,000 tonnes, a strong pe-
riod. Biomass is a function of
the quantity of small crabs
growing to reach legal size,
and there are fewer of them."

Could snow crab, like
other species, be affected by
climate change and environ-
mental conditions, factors

that would have an impact on
the productivity of the south-
ern Gulf stock?

Tobie Surette responds
that he and his colleagues are
monitoring water tempera-
ture variations quite closely,
and he says that the situation
in the southern Gulf is not
comparable to that of the
Bering Sea, which borders
Alaska, where very large
drops in stocks and a signifi-
cant increase in water tem-
perature have been
documented.

“In the southern Gulf, we
are talking about fractions of
a degree. We see marginal
areas that seem to have tem-
peratures that are too warm.
We do not see a major impact
in areas where crab is abun-
dant. Everything  (the
changes) seems rather mod-
est, but we are keeping an
eye on it,” says the biologist.
The observations made dur-
ing the 2024 survey thus
seem to indicate a decrease in
juvenile crabs.

“The survey provides de-
mographic information.
From 2019 to 2021, we saw
impressive  quantities of
small crabs. These crabs take
five, six or seven years be-
fore arriving in the commer-
cial fishery. A fraction of this
recruitment is undergoing
mortality. We are trying to
determine the mechanism
(which influences the de-
crease in small crabs). We
see three reasons. There were
so many that the quantity of
food could not support this
population. It hatched and (it)
grew up in places less suit-
able for crabs, or it practices
cannibalism. When the big
crabs are hungry, they can eat
the small crabs,” explains
Tobie Surette.

The time has not come to
worry excessively, adds the
biologist, who for the mo-
ment excludes fluctuations
resulting  from  climate
change or other environmen-
tal factors.

Photo: Robert Nicolas

“The fluctuations are
probably due to cannibalism,
instead of climate change
mechanisms, and to unex-
plained mortalities,” suggests
Tobie Surette.

The 2024 recruitment has
therefore reached a threshold
below average, but “the re-
cruits should contribute to in-
creasing the stock within two
or three years. If this (the de-
cline in recruitment) contin-
ues, it would become
worrisome,” he adds.

The quantities of small
crabs from 2018 to 2022 sug-
gested a possible recruitment
boom.

Water temperature

Tobie Surette doesn’t deny
that there is a warming of the
water in certain parts of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, but he
specifies that for the moment,
this warming is hitting more
the shallow and deep sectors,
which includes the layer of
water near the shores, where
the depth is generally shal-
low.

“We are seeing significant
signs of warming; lobster
evolves in the upper layer of
warm water. The habitat of
the snow crab is located
below this warm layer, in a
deeper layer, from 120 to 150
metres. Below 150 metres,
we also see a warmer layer of
water. The layer of water
where the crab lives is sand-
wiched. There is a more mod-
est warming of  the
intermediate layer, where
crabs evolve,” specifies Mr.
Surette.

The tolerance limit of the
snow crab is located at water
of 5 to 6 degrees Celsius. “It
prefers (a temperature) below
3%, the larvae like an even
colder temperature,” adds the
biologist.

The late formation of ice,
and the absence of ice, have
not yet had an impact on the
layer of water in which the
snow crab lives, he assures.



Snow crab: What can we expect in 20262

® GILLES GAGNE

CARLETON — What can the
main players in the snow crab
sector expect in 2026? Stabil-
ity or another decline?

“Our forecast, and it de-
pends on the TAC (total al-
lowable catch in 2025), is that
we expect another drop for
next year, from 51,700 to
43,000 metric tons,” Tobie
Surette says cautiously.

For several years, biolo-
gists studying the Gulf of St.
Lawrence have noticed an
acidification of the water, a
phenomenon that could have
a long-term negative effect on

the strength of shells. Is this
an observable phenomenon so
far?

“We are doing some stud-
ies on this subject. The impact
is less on the larvae than on
the large crabs. The crabs float
in the water column; this
could create problems, but so
far, the snow crab seems to
show tolerance to this,” says
Tobie Surette.

Should fishermen and fish
plant owners be worried in the
immediate future about the
snow crab in the southern
Gulf? Is it doomed to decline
like shrimp, turbot and pelagic
fish such as herring and mack-

erel?

Tobie Surette notes that
species recoveries are possi-
ble, as in the case of Atlantic
halibut.

“In the short term, we are
monitoring the situation on an
annual basis. For the long
term, if the waters continue to
warm over 20, 30 or 50 years,
there will be an impact. There
is a stock south of ours, in
Nova Scotia; we should know
before,” notes the biologist.

Female crabs are not
fished and for the moment,
their situation is not worri-
some, specifies Tobie Surette.
“The quantity remains high

but the recruitment of new
mature females has been low.
We thought we would have
more female recruits,” he
mentions.

To sum up the overall
snow crab context, Mr. Surette
adds that the biomass situation
is “Below average and in a pe-
riod of decline (but) we are in
a cycle that should increase in
two or three years.”

Snow crab stocks have
been assessed yearly in the
southern Gulf since 1988.
However, the statistical series
are comparable only since
1997 due to changes in refer-
ence areas.

Biologist Toby Surette has
participated in snow crab
surveys for 25 years.

Photo: Courtesy of DFO

RECLAIMING OUR ROOTS:
Can Traditional Farming Save the Gaspeésie?

® ARTHUR POIRIER-ROY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PASPEBIAC - Gaspésie, a re-
gion renowned for its breath-
taking landscapes and vibrant
tourism, faces a quiet crisis.
While tourists flock to the
coast, drawn by the promise of
authenticity and local flavour,
the very foundation of that ap-
peal — small, traditional farms
— is crumbling under the
weight of an outdated agricul-
tural model. Many farmers,
like a young farmer from the
Baie-des-Chaleurs, are strug-
gling to survive, caught be-
tween the rising costs of
industrial agriculture and the
bureaucratic  hurdles that
favour large-scale operations.

This farmer, who wishes to
remain anonymous, paints a
stark picture of the challenges
facing his family farm. "In
Quebec," he explains, "we
don't see farming as a way to
feed ourselves, but as a path to
wealth." This shift in perspec-
tive, he argues, is at the heart
of the problem. A century ago,
farms were family endeavors,
not businesses. They operated
on a circular model, integrat-
ing crops, livestock, and natu-
ral resources in a
self-sustaining cycle. This fos-
tered a deep understanding of
soil health and ecosystem
function, a hands-on knowl-
edge passed down through
generations.

The 20th century brought a
revolution, heralded by Nobel
laureates Fritz Haber, Carl
Bosch, and Norman Borlaug,
whose innovations in fertiliz-
ers and plant breeding dramat-
ically increased yields. Famine
became less of a threat, but
agriculture transformed into a
business. The focus shifted

from feeding communities to
maximizing profits. Monocul-
tures, mechanization, and pes-
ticides became the norm,
slowly eroding the rich biodi-
versity of traditional farming.

A new generation seeks to
return to smaller, environmen-
tally friendly models, preserv-
ing both traditional knowledge
and unique crop and animal
varieties. But they face signif-
icant obstacles. One major
hurdle is the mandatory union
membership with the UPA re-
quired for registered farms.
The hefty fees are manageable
only for those who scale their
operations, prioritizing indus-
trial farming over traditional
methods.

Furthermore, union regula-
tions often restrict on-farm
slaughtering, forcing farmers
to transport animals to distant
facilities, adding to costs and
pushing them to sell their meat
in cities rather than locally.
Ironically, studies, including
one from the University of
Coérdoba, demonstrate that on-
farm slaughter often results in
better animal welfare and hy-
giene due to reduced stress.

For the Gaspé Peninsula,
this is particularly troubling.
The region's tourism industry
thrives on the promise of
unique, local products. Small
traditional farms are the back-
bone of this appeal. Beyond
the environmental concerns
surrounding industrial agricul-
ture, allowing farmers to return
to their roots would revitalize
the region's economy and pre-
serve its unique character. It’s
a matter of supporting a sus-
tainable model that benefits
both the planet and the people
of the Gaspésie.

The union's focus on regis-
tered businesses also leaves

This article explores the challenges faced by small farmers in the Gaspé Penin-
sula, caught between the pressures of industrial agriculture and the desire to pre-
serve traditional farming practices. It highlights the impact of regulations and
the need for a more sustainable approach to agriculture in the region.

smaller farms invisible, pre-
venting them from accessing
crucial support and making it
nearly impossible to break
even. And the shift from inher-
iting farms to purchasing them
adds another layer of financial
burden, as the real estate costs
are considerable.

HOUSING:

The elected official also
highlighted Gaspé’s popula-
tion growth, with 490 new
residents added in the past
year.

“In my humble opinion,
the growth is far from over.”
As long as we can build hous-
ing, I think there will be peo-
ple to occupy them and
contribute to our develop-
ment,” continued the mayor.

With new residents comes
an increase demand for day-
care spaces.

The project for 100 new
spaces at the Voyage de mon
enfance Centre petit enfance
(CPE) is also taking a step
forward as the Town has

This shift has left many
Gaspésie farmers struggling to
adapt. How are they navigating
this complex landscape? How
are they balancing tradition
with the demands of a chang-
ing climate? In upcoming arti-
cles, we'll speak with local
farmers about their experi-

agreed to sell part of the land it
owns near Carrefour Gaspé.

However, the project for
the 144 units that was sup-
posed to be built on the ad-
joining land will not see the
light of day, according to the
mayor.

“The project was aborted
because of the elements al-
ready mentioned. There are
legal proceedings in the file. I
won’t go too far in my re-
marks. The project has not
been working for some time.
We want to take back the land
to do something else, whether
it be housing or something
else,” said the mayor. In Feb-
ruary 2024, the Town threat-
ened to use its termination
clause, granting it the right to
take back the land, since the

Photo: A. Poirier-Roy

ences, exploring the innova-
tive ways they're adapting their
practices to survive and thrive
in this challenging era. Do you
have a story to share about
farming in Gaspésie? We in-
vite you to write to the Gaspé
Spec if you'd like to contribute
to this important conversation.

deadlines had become too
long for the project to be
completed. A warning was
applied in September.

Logements CVP had pur-
chased the municipal land in
September 2021 for
$300,000, though it was val-
ued at $566,000 at the time,
with plans to develop Le Do-
maine de la Baie.

The investors had also de-
posited a $266,000 security
deposit, repayable in four in-
stallments each time a com-
plex was built.

The project included four
buildings of 36 units each,
with one to be constructed
per year until 2026. CVP had
committed to  breaking
ground by December 31,
2023.
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Announcements

In Memory

-

ALMOND: Emily Ann

Momma- Momma- Momma- Lou

Its been two years, I miss you too.
When it rains, I think of you.

When it snows, I think of you.

When the sunshine hits my face,

1 feel your presence and your grace.
I have a smile, I laugh and tear,
Because I know the our time is near.
The mansions that the lord speaks of,
You occupy a spot above.

My work on earth is not quite done,
But when it is, you'll see your son.
Within a sec or maybe two.

Your fam awaits to see you soon,

Oh Momma- Momma- Momma- Lou.

Until we meet again Mom. We all love you and
miss you xoxo. Love from your hubby Peter and fam
Debbie, Barry, Paul, Judy, Peter, Michael, Robert,
Sandy, Rob, Tanya, Charlie, Brady, Emilie, Dave,
Elowyn, David, Gina, Jessica, Kyle, Abby, Amelia,
David, Katelyn, Tobin, and the mystery girl in July
who’s name is to be determined.

FLOWERS: Alma
In loving memory of a precious grandmother who
passed away March 2, 1983.
Like falling leaves,
The years slip by,
But precious memories never die.
You live with us in memory still,
Not just today,
But always will.
Those we love don t go away,
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, Unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed, Still very dear.
Lovingly remembered and cherished forever by
Carol and Richard Smollett.

FLOWERS: Doris Eveline (Gallon)
In loving memory of a precious mother who passed
away January 5, 2023.
A mother holds a special place,
Within her family s life and heart.
Through all the years of growing up,
She played an endless part.
Although, time changes things,
There's something you should know.
Our special love for you Mom,
Is one aspect we’ll never outgrow.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you shall remain.
1o walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.
With all our love, daughter Carol and son-in-law
Richard.

-

~

o

MCWHIRTER: Lindsay

In loving memory of a dear husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather who passed away March
2,2016.
Goodbyes are not forever,
Goodbyes are not the end.
They simply mean we’ll miss you,
Until we meet again.

Always remembered and sadly missed by your
wife Viola McWhirter and family.

/

Senc[your announcements in advance to

holly.smith@globetrotter.net
Deadline: Wednesdays at 4 p.m.

Page 10, March 5, 2025 - Spec

o

MCWHIRTER: Shown

In memory of Shown McWhirter who passed Feb-
ruary 27, 2023.

Shown leaves to mourn his mom Viola, brothers
Lornie, Marvin, Kerrie and Darren; sisters Melanie
and Gail; girlfriend Nora, two children Ryan and
Deshown; and grandchild Nixon. Shown we miss you,
until we meet again.

/

SMOLLETT: Robert
In loving memory of a dear brother who passed
away March 2, 2014.
He bade no one a last farewell,
He said goodbye to none.
His spirit fled before we knew,
That Robert from us had gone.
At night the silent stars look down,
On a grave not far from here.
Where one sleeps the one we won t forget,
The one we loved so dear.
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed, still very dear.
Lovingly remembered by brother Richard and sis-
ter-in-law Carol.

/

Thank You )

We would like to thank everyone who sent
cards, took time to call, left messages and
brought food when my sister, Carolyn Simon
Gavey, passed away unexpectedly. Please accept
this as a personal thank you. It was greatly ap-
preciated.

Eleanor and Clayton Bourgaize
-

/

Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

418-752-6041
581-233-2101

Steven Imhoff

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond




COAST ROUND-UP

COAST ROUND-UP: $8 per week
CLASSIFIED: $8 per week

HOPE:

Hope Baptist Church
Sundays: Sunday School
starting at 10 a.m. Worship
service beginning at 11 a.m.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel
Meetings
Sundays: Breaking of
Bread for believers - 9:30
a.m., Gospel meeting and

Sunday School - 2 p.m.
Thursdays: Prayer Meet-
ing and Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Everyone welcome! For
more information: 418-752-
3372 or 418-752-6011.

NEW CARLISLE:

New Carlisle Legion
Wednesdays: Shuffle
board beginning at 4 p.m.
Line Dancing beginning at
7:30 p.m. for $7.
Thursdays: Darts begin-
ning at 7 p.m. for $10.
Saturdays: Pool beginning
at 8 p.m. $1 per game.
Sundays: Singles Cribbage
tournament every Sunday
at 7 p.m. for five weeks,
starting March 9. Registra-
tion is $10, followed by $5
per player each week.
April 1: General meeting at
6 p.m. at 1 Mount Sorrel,

New Carlisle.
April 5: Mega gift bingo be-
ginning at 7 p.m.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club
Tuesdays: Weekly bingo
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
$10 for three cards. Extra

cards are $1 each.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
Book Room

Please be advised that the

book room is open. Anyone

who needs assistance can

contact Kathleen at 418-

392-4896.

UNITED CHURCH
NEW RICHMOND
March 9
10 a.m. Service

UNITED CHURCH
HOPE TOWN
March 9
9 a.m. Service

PARISH OF

GASPE

Sunday, March 9
St. Paul’s - Gaspe
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, March 11
St. Pauls - Gaspe
7 p.m. Evening Prayer

ANGLICAN
CHURCH

OF CANADA
Sunday, March 9
New Carlisle
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Port Daniel
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20
You might feel like you have
extra energy to chase goals
and take bold actions this
week, Aries. Your natural
drive will be strong. Find op-
portunities to assert yourself
in new areas.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
You may feel compelled to
slow down and nurture your
inner self this week, Taurus.
Take time to reflect on your
values and personal goals. If
you have been feeling over-
whelmed, get some rest.
GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21
You are in a social mode this
week, Gemini. Your commu-
nication skills will take centre
stage, and it’s a good time to

collaborate or share ideas
with others.
CANCER -
22/Jul 22
Cancer, your focus
could shift toward
long-term career
goals in the next few days.
Work to identify a clear vision
of where you want to go and
the path to get there.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, this week brings an ad-
venturous energy that im-
plores you to expand your
horizons. Consider travel,
new experiences or educa-
tional pursuits to make the
most of your time.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22
You may find yourself dealing

Jun

with intense emotions this
week, Virgo. You might real-
ize that time is running out on
something and you really
need to make a move.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Relationships are especially
important to you right now,
Libra. Whether it is friend-
ship, romance or business,
your interactions with others
are bound to be intense.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, this week re-
quires heightened
 focus on daily rou-
tines and personal
health. It’s a good
time to prioritize self-
care and improving your
habits. A shift in your envi-
ronment might help.
SAGITTARIUS -
23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, your creativity
and passion are elevated this
week. You feel ready to pur-
sue personal projects since
your inspiration is booming.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan
20

Family matters takes prece-
dence and garner your atten-
tion this week, Capricorn.

Nov

You may feel a desire to cre-
ate a sense of stability in your
personal space. That may
translate to redecorating.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb
18

Aquarius, communication is
key this week, whether it’s in
social circles, at work or at
home. You will engage in
good conversation and ex-

change interesting ideas.
Learn all you can along the
way.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
Finances come into focus this
week, Pisces. You may won-
der how you can improve
your financial situation and
make smarter choices when it
comes to money.

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 1Z0
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 - Fax (418) 752-6935

To reach the anglophone

population of the

Gaspé Peninsula, advertise

mn
The Gaspé Spec!
418-752-5400
specs@globetrotter.net

Notaries and legal counsel

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501
Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price

- Bilingual Service

- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

Electricity - Plumbing

Automation

Industrial computing

Counter sales

@) OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist

LENSES CRAFTED ON THE PREMISES

PASPEBIAC: 104 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd West ¢ 418-752-5553
CHANDLER: 260 René Lévesque Blvd East ¢ 418-689-5553
MARIA: 435 Perron Blvd West ¢ 418-759-5553

MEMBER
OF

BILINGUAL
SERVICE
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Businesses Guide
DIANE LEBOUTHILLIER

— ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

MP - Gaspésie-Les iles-de-la-Madeleine

Serving the English-speaking community of our beautiful region!

CONTACT US TODAY
FOR DETAILS!
Sales Rep. Grande-Riviere office Magdalen Islands office
Meaghan Hottot 418 385-4264 418 986-1489

Sainte-Anne-des-Monts office  New Richmond office 152A Chemin de St-Edgar, New Richmond (Québec)
418 764-2890 581 355-0060

Email: diane.lebouthillier@parl.gc.ca www.entreprisespec.com

AXIO

arpenteurs-géometres inc.
land surveyors

151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1EO

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géometre
C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géometre
C glag@axioag.com

418-752-5400
sales.gaspespec@gmail.com
Membre de 'Ordre
Flat rate available /A des Arpenteurs-Géométres du Québec
for annual business

directory ad

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com

axioag.com

§ WHAT MAKES US
_\,&G DRIVEN TO BE DIFFERENT?
‘é, el
E
S&

www.shipENERGY.com

WELDING AND FITTING

COURSE STARTS JANUARY 2025

DISCOVER MORE

Do you:
« Have good shape perception?
* Enjoy physical and manual tasks?
» Have good visual acuity, dexterity and
good execution precision?
» Have excellent powers of observation?

If so, WELDING is for you!

1888 924-5050 ogpac.ca

Scholarships
available

Find out more at cegepgim.ca

@ gtécglee:i?:sla Gaspésie
THEGASPESPEC.COM
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