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Hovercraft Sipu Muin reaches
Restigouche River for de-icing duties

® GILLES GAGNE

POINTE-A-LA-CROIX —
The hovercraft Sipu Muin, of
the Canadian Coast Guard,
reached the Restigouche river
on April 1 this year, after
spending a few days in Gaspé
for maintenance purposes.

The strong winds of the
last days of March and the
first days of April also ham-
pered its progress in reaching
the Pointe-a-la-Croix to Mat-
apedia area, where most of its
work is concentrated year in,
year out. As of the end of
April 3, the hovercraft had not
started working on de-icing
the river, notably because
strong winds made it harder to
maneuvre in a restricted
space, which is the case at
times between the islands
seen along the river.

The  relatively  cold
weather that marked the

The Sipu Muin was idle in Pointe-a-la-Croix’ former wharf area on April 2, for
maintenance purposes and also because the wind was very strong that day.

March 28 to April 4 period
also slowed down the thaw
process, which limited the
volume of water on the river.
Canadian Coast Guard hover-
craft commanders regularly
explain that it takes water

under the ice to make the Sipu
Muin efficient, as the air
cushion generated by the ve-
hicle creates a wave that
breaks the ice. However,
water is needed under the ice
so that the floe can break.
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"A slow thaw is perfect for
us in order to avoid floods,"
comments André Mill, a Mat-
apedia business owner who
has seen several floods over
the last decades in his village.

Sipu Muin means “river

Lebouthillier refuses debate because
opponent’s spouse works for the radio station

® GILLES GAGNE

CARLETON - The outgoing
Liberal Member of Parliament
for Gaspésie-Iles-de-la-
Madeleine, Diane Lebouthillier,
has ruled out participating in a
debate organized by Carleton’s
CIEU-FM, because Pénélope
Garon, the spouse of opponent,
Alexis Deschénes, works there.

In a press release dated
March 28, titled “Objection,
Your Honour: The campaign is
taking place on the ground,”
Ms. Lebouthillier stated “In the
interest of neutrality, the team
invites media whose staff have
or have had family or profes-
sional ties with a candidate or
political party to recuse them-
selves from organizing the de-
bates.”

The title of her release refers
to Mr. Deschénes's profession,
a lawyer. She alleges that the
Bloc Québécois proposed
seven debates during a 36-day
campaign. She states that she
wants to devote her time “To

meeting people, presenting her
concrete record, and listening to
the concerns of voters in this
immense riding.”

She has proposed two de-
bates, one in the Gaspé Penin-
sula and one in the Magdalen
Islands, after April 9, the last
day for submitting nomina-
tions.

CIEU-FM news director
Julie Drapeau had suggested
April 8 to the political parties,
“For planning purposes, be-
cause we are organizing the de-
bate with Carleton’s Cegep to
encourage young people to fol-
low politics. If Diane
Lebouthillier had made the
slightest request to hold the de-
bate after April 9, we would
have agreed,” she added.

CIEU-FM director Sandra
McNeil adds “It's a shame we
were never able to discuss the
debate with a member of Diane
Lebouthillier's team. If all
media with an employee who
currently has or has had a past
relationship with a politician

part in the CIEU-FM debate.

Diane Lebouthillier refuses to take

were to be excluded from or-
ganizing debates, there would
be virtually no debates during
the election campaign.”

In a letter sent on March 31
to Gabriel Bourget, president of
the riding's Liberal association,
Sandra McNeil notes that dia-
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logue would have helped dispel
some of the points raised by the
party.

“But you preferred to lack
courage and sow doubt about
the integrity of our media and
its journalists, who have over
25 years of experience,” Ms.

bear” in mi’gmaq. The hover-
craft was built in Wheatly,
Ontario, between 1996 and
1998. Its four Caterpillar en-
gines total 3,779 horsepower,
which is huge for its weight of
70 tons. When at full speed, it
can travel at 89 kilometres per
hour, but its cruising speed is
80.

It travelled between Gaspé
and Pointe-a-la-Croix on
April 2, facing a strong winds
and large waves. It passed in
front of New Richmond
around noon that day. Hover-
crafts have been used on the
Restigouche River since the
spring of 1995, a year after
the huge flood of 1994.

The Canadian Coast Guard
sent the hovercraft to the Aca-
dian Peninsula on April 3, 4,
5 and 6 to free some fishing
harbours from ice. The Sipu
Muin returned to Pointe-a-la-
Croix every night.

McNeil wrote.

Pénélope Garon is part of
the station's hosting team and
has no connection to the news-
room, Ms. McNeil assures.

The director of CIEU-FM
finds the Liberal team's maneu-
ver akin to a “Tactic to squeeze
the media out of the cam-
paign.”

“This approach represents a
great danger for our democ-
racy, but it doesn't surprise me,
coming from a candidate who,
at the beginning of the cam-
paign, stated in a press release
that she favoured local busi-
nesses while boasting that she
could reach 90% of her elec-
torate through Facebook and
Instagram, social networks
where you have been buying
advertising since the beginning
of the campaign. I'm still look-
ing for the META office in the
Gaspésie and the Magdalen Is-
lands. Yet, local and regional
media are very present and vi-
brant,” concludes Sandra Mc-
Neil.



Cancelling the carbon tax outside Quebec
affects border gas stations in the Gaspé Peninsula

® GILLES GAGNE

POINTE-A-LA-CROIX —
The abolition of the carbon
tax on fuel sold at gas stations
in northern New Brunswick is
causing headaches for Gaspe-
sian gasoline retailers located
near the border. Jean-Frangois
Landry of Pointe-a-la-Croix,
is one of those retailers and he
has seen his customer base
drop by 60 to 70% since
March 31.

Mr. Landry's gas station is
located 300 metres from the
J.C. Van Horne Interprovin-
cial Bridge, going to Camp-
bellton, New Brunswick,
where the abolition of the tax
has resulted in a 20-cent per
litre drop in fuel prices at
most retailers.

"We sell our gas at cost
price and we have a 14-cent
difference, to Campbellton's
advantage. On March 31, we
were selling it for two cents
less than at a Campbellton
station where 1 checked
prices,"  explains  Jean-
Frangois Landry, who oper-
ates that station under the
Ultramar banner.

"We saw the tax abolition
coming, but we were sup-
posed to get a border dis-
count, according to what the
company told us. It wasn't
written (as a commitment).
We learned on Friday (March
28) that there would be no
discount," adds Mr. Landry.
He is 36 years old and bought
his business with a partner in
2021.

His cost price is 155.9
cents per litre. Until Sunday,
he was selling his gas for
around $1.60. He doesn't
know how long he can endure
the lack of profit from his
main source of income. A
convenience store is located
in his gas station building.

"On gas, I had a profit
margin of 4 cents per litre.
One product brings customers
to another (product). If you
don't have gas, you don't have
the rest. People don't just
come to buy a bottle of water.
We've lost 60-70% of our cus-
tomers. That's a big differ-
ence," Mr. Landry insists.

Ultramar's management
assured him that there was
nothing they could do to ease
his burden and that he should
refer to the government. So he
contacted the office of the
Member of the National As-
sembly for Bonaventure,
Catherine Blouin, to see if the
Quebec government was con-
sidering measures to alleviate
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Gas retailer Jean-Francgois Landry of Pointe-a-la-Croix had
hoped for adjustments from the Quebec government before the
federal election ended on April 28.

the imbalance created by the
federal government, which
was in full election campaign
mode.

Canada's new Prime Min-
ister, Mark Carney, decided to
abolish the carbon tax for in-
dividuals just before the start
of the campaign.

"At Ms. Blouin's office,
I'm told that the issue was dis-
cussed in caucus this morning
(April 2), that it's a big issue,
but that there won't be a deci-
sion before the April 28 elec-
tion," notes Jean-Frangois
Landry.

He hopes that the elected
members of the Coalition
Avenir Québec government
and the rest of the National
Assembly understand the pre-
carious situation that fuel re-
tailers like him are facing, and
that 28 days with virtually no
profit, with significant pay-
ments to be made, is a long
time.

"When you're in Quebec
City, everyone has the same
price. The situation is differ-
ent in the border areas. (...)
We're giving ourselves one to
two weeks to assess the situa-
tion, and then we'll have to
make decisions. We can't
keep eight employees while
selling nothing," he assures.

He communicates regu-
larly with two other gas sta-
tion owners located within the
20-kilometre Gaspé border
area, who have benefited
from a tax reduction since
1982 to protect their compet-
itiveness with their New
Brunswick counterparts. Que-
bec implemented its own car-
bon tax a decade ago and it is
still imposed, but to oil com-
panies. It is also half the size
of the federal tax.

Mr. Landry would approve
of additional relief to make
his business competitive
again.

One of the other owners,
André Mill, of Matapedia, 18
kilometres from Pointe-a-la-
Croix, hasn't seen a difference
in gas sales between March
31 and April 2, but he knows
it's only a matter of days.

"For now, the distance be-
tween here and Campbellton
is limiting travel, but the price
difference will affect us.
When there's a difference of
two cents, the word gets
around and people go to New
Brunswick. There's going to
be an impact. We sell a bit of
everything here, hardware
items as well as auto parts.
When people go to fill up
their tanks in Campbellton,
they'll take the opportunity to
buy something else. It'll take
a week for it to show up," es-
timates Mr. Mill, who, with
his brother Richard, owns two
auto-related businesses.

Met by The Gaspé SPEC
in Campbellton, a New
Brunswick retailer who
wished to remain anonymous,
a requirement imposed by his
banner, noticed a significant
increase in his fuel sales since
the morning of April 1.

"We're very busy, but it's
not just because of the price
difference with Pointe-a-la-
Croix. Our price has gone
from $1.62 to $1.42 per litre
(141.9 cents precisely). It's
psychological. We're also
selling more to the New
Brunswick  crowd
just because it's
cheaper! It's
like when the
price goes up by
5 cents. People come

Only the J.C. Van Horne Bridge separates Campbellton, in the
background, from Pointe-a-la-Croix and Listuguj.

the day before. People will
drive half an hour to save $3.
The price difference may not
last," says the retailer, who
wouldn't be surprised if the
situation changes after the
federal election.

In Listuguj, the Petro-
Canada gas station has seen a
drop in sales since Monday.
"The price is 150.9 cents
here. There's a big impact be-
cause of the price difference,"
notes the gas station atten-
dant.

Catherine Blouin, Member
of the National Assembly for
Bonaventure, confirms what
her staff told Jean-Frangois
Landry. She adds that the
issue of gasoline retailers in
border areas has been brought
to the attention of Christine
Fréchette, Minister of Econ-
omy, Innovation and Energy.
"The issue is being discussed.
For now, we don't want to

make a decision before the
April 28 federal election. We
don't know if it's temporary
or permanent, depending on
who is elected. There are sev-
eral factors to consider. It
concerns Finance and the
Economy," says Catherine
Blouin.

The Gaspé Peninsula isn't
the only Quebec region to
share a border with a
province where the federal
carbon tax has been abol-
ished. Témiscouata also bor-
ders New Brunswick, and the
Gatineau area in the
Outaouais region borders On-
tario, she points out.

"I know it's a long wait
until April 28, but we have
nothing to announce. All
kinds of discussions are tak-
ing place. I understand the
concerns of retailers strug-
gling with the problem," con-
cludes Ms. Blouin.
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André Mill of Matapedia believes that some of his customers
will not only buy gas in New Brunswick, but make other pur-

chases as well.



PERCE:

Former mayor
seeks compensation

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PERCE - The former mayor of
Percé, Cathy Poirier, is filing
a $370,000 lawsuit against
elected officials, municipal of-
ficials, and three citizens fol-
lowing “An unjustified smear
campaign that nonetheless
damaged her honour and repu-
tation.”

In an application for an
originating action in extracon-
tractual civil liability filed be-
fore the Civil Division of the
Superior Court, Ms. Poirier is
targeting several individuals,
including Jason Quirion, for-
mer public works coordinator
for the Town of Percé; Jean-
Frangois Coderre, former di-
rector general, and his
successor, Michel Fréchette,
who left his position in March;
Doris Réhel, councillor and
pro-mayor; Michel Rail, coun-
cillor; and citizens Jean-
Frangois  Gagné, Linton
Couture, and Michel Poissant.

Ms. Poirier is seeking a
joint payment of $250,000 in
damages from the defendants,
as well as an additional
$15,000 from each of them in-
dividually, plus legal costs.

In addition, the former
elected official is asking the
court to order each individual
to issue a public apology. The
facts alleged in the motion
cover the period between the
events leading to Jason
Quirion's filing of a union
grievance on February 15,
2024, and the filing of the mo-
tion on February 19.

Four periods are targeted in
the court document: the filing
of the union grievance; a com-
plaint to the Administrative
Labour Tribunal on March 15,
2024; all the elements sur-
rounding the suspension of

former Urban Planning Direc-
tor Ghislain Pitre; and the Mu-
nicipal Commission's
investigation into the Town of
Percé.

Regarding the grievance
and the complaint to the Ad-
ministrative Labour Tribunal,
the motion states that "These
false complaints against Cathy
Poirier have never been
proven, have never been the
subject of a conviction follow-
ing an adversarial hearing, but
have had a strong impact on
the population of Percé due to
the numerous and repeated in-
terventions of the defendants,
who had not bothered to ver-
ify their veracity, and even
knew them to be false." The
motion states that the investi-
gation conducted by the Que-
bec Municipal Commission in
July 2024 "exonerates Cathy
Poirier from the accusations
made against her by the de-
fendants, which are the sub-
ject of these proceedings," and
targets a letter sent by Pro-
Mayor Doris Réhel and out-
going  Director  General
Michel Fréchette, "continuing
to attack Cathy Poirier's in-
tegrity."

The motion states that Ms.
Poirier is aware that an elected
official is condemned to face
public criticism. "However, an
elected official has the right to
have her dignity, honour, and
reputation respected," the doc-
ument reads.

Ms. Poirier also states that
during this period of personal
attacks, she isolated herself at
home, and her mental health,
sleep, and quality of life were
severely affected. The former
mayor claims that because of
their actions and words, she
resigned from her position in
July 2024, akin to constructive
dismissal, "and for this reason,
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Cathy Poirier announced her resignation on July 2, 2024.

Assault charges
Isaac Moffat-Swasson, 34, from Listuguj, was found guilty of most charges pending against him fol-
lowing two April 2024 trials presided over by Quebec Court Judge Annie Trudel, who rendered her
decision on November 4. However, despite the fact that he was found guilty five months ago, de-
cisions about his sentence will likely take several months before being rendered.

Isaac Moffat Swasson was initially charged in February 2019 with assault with a weapon, assault
causing bodily harm and uttering threats following an incident that took place in Listuguj. While in-
carcerated at the New Carlisle detention centre on April 30, 2019, he caused major damage at the
prison, breaking furniture and electronics and plumbing fixtures. Sixteen cells were damaged and
closed that day. Inmates had to be transferred to another prison because he was arrested with mace
that spread to the rest of the prison.

In fact, while some cells were repaired in the short term and made functional again, a set of
eight cells remained damaged until recently, as the Ministry of Public Security only started repair-
ing that section over recent months. Isaac Moffat Swasson was charged with mischief, assault on
peace officers and obstruction in the work of peace officers.

"Mr. Moffat Swasson fired his lawyer and Judge Trudel made him understand that he should
find a lawyer. He will return to court on April 4," explained criminal prosecutor Fabien Villemaire
on April 3, SPEC’s deadline day.

During the trial, the accused’s lawyer was Peter George-Louis. Prior to that Allan Guttman had
represented Isaac Moffat-Swassan.

The February 2019 incident and the April 2019 mischief case were separated in two trials but they
were heard consecutively in April 2024. Many witnesses were heard in both cases, according to crim-
inal prosecutor Fabien Villemaire.

Judge Trudel ordered the preparation of three reports following her November 4 decision, he
says. "The judge asked for three assessments; one of them being a pre-sentence report; then a Gladu
report, in conformity with a Supreme Court decision that requires a report pertaining to Native cit-
izens, given that they are overrepresented in court cases. The court decision must take into account
the specific circumstances of accused’s upbringing, which requires a community officer working in
these cases. The third assessment deals with dangerousness levels," explains Fabien Villemaire.

Two of those reports are ready, that of dangerousness and the Gladu document. However, they
are not released yet and their detailed content will only be known once Isaac Moffat Swasson finds
a lawyer, points out the criminal prosecutor.

"The (Louis-Philippe) Pinel Institute report says that he is dangerous but the rest of the content
remains confidential (...) the pre-sentence report remains to be completed," says Fabien Villemaire,
who is based in Quebec City, where the trials were heard.

If Isaac Moffat Swasson has found a lawyer, time will be required by that attorney to get famil-
iar with the two trials’ content.

Isaac Moffat Swasson must also face other charges for events that took place at the Bordeaux
detention centre in Montreal, notably for an incident that took place on October 6. He is suspected
of having held another inmate in forcible confinement. The incident required the intervention of
Streté du Québec police officers, who were called to assist prison guards. The inmate was not in-
jured.

"Those cases will be heard in Montreal," says Fabien Villemaire, who is not in charge of those

files.

Hit-and-run

Sentenced to three years in prison in 2021 for a hit-and-run, Michael Athot, 28, from Grande-Riv-
iere, now faces new charges, still related to driving while he is prohibited to do so. He faces two such
charges related to two incidents, one that allegedly occurred in Grande-Riviere on March 20, 2024,
and the other in Gaspé between January and April 2024. He is also charged with violating his pro-
bation. Michael Athot was arrested the same day a warrant was issued for his arrest, precisely on April
2. He has been detained since. The suspect’s preliminary hearing was scheduled for April 8, as the
SPEC was reaching its deadline. In May 2020, in Sainte-Thérese de Gaspé, Mr. Athot, driving a side-
by-side, seriously injured a woman in her sixties with his vehicle and fled the scene. He was sent to
prison after pleading guilty. The charges against the two alleged accomplices were withdrawn by the
criminal prosecutor in that case.

she is entitled to her loss of
salary for almost a year and a
half between the time of her
resignation and the presumed
end of her term, representing
$76,223.90, as shown on her
T4s."

She also says she is con-
sumed by regret at not having
been able to complete her term
as mayor and, consequently, at
not having been able to com-
plete several projects that she
believed were in the best in-
terest of her town.

"Even today, she dwells on
the events, questioning the
motives behind all this hatred
toward her," the statement
reads. At the municipal coun-
cil meeting on March 4,
elected officials adopted a ma-
jority resolution '"that the
Town of Percé assume the ex-

penses in the lawsuit filed by a
citizen against elected offi-
cials, managers, and employ-
ees of the town."

Reaction from
Mayor Leboeuf

The mayor indicated that a
lawsuit had been filed and that
he could not comment further.
"As provided for in the Cities
and Towns Act, the munici-
pality assumes the expenses of
its employees and elected of-
ficials," stated the Mayor of
Percé Daniel Leboeuf.

Ms. Poirier indicated that
she would not comment on the
motion filed with the court in
an interview. However, late on
March 30, she took to social
media to respond.

Recounting her journey

since her first election in the
fall of 2017, she indicated that
she had made the decision to
commit to contributing to the
development and life of her
community with passion and
determination.

"From the moment I ar-
rived at Town Hall, I wanted
to continue the momentum
brought by promising and
structuring projects for our
town, such as the UNESCO
Global Geopark or the coastal
project. I brought ideas, an
ambitious vision, and solid
planning for the future. [ knew
the challenges inherent in pol-
itics. I knew this path would
not always be easy. Criticism
is part of the job, and I was
ready to accept it," she wrote
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Gilles Gagné

Commentary

Trade tariffs: what a mess!

On April 2, 180 countries received the notice from
American president Donald Trump that his “kind re-
ciprocal” economic policy, effective April 5, would
translate into trade tariffs averaging 10% on what
foreign companies export to the United States. For
60 additional countries, the tariffs are even higher,
effective April 9.

Those “evil” countries, China and Japan for ex-
ample, are now hit with tariffs of 64% and 24%, re-
spectively. More precisely, Americans daring to buy
products from these countries will pay such penal-
ties.

The April 2 announcement by Trump sort of
“spared” Canada, as tariffs imposed by the Ameri-
can government on Canadian goods will average
4%.

However, 25% of Canadian goods are already or
will be hit by various tariffs. Steel, aluminum and
new cars are smashed by a 25% penalty. If the con-
tent of a car comes from the United States in a pro-
portion of 50%, the tariff will be cut in half. Energy,
critical minerals and potash are hit by 10% tariffs.

However, many products fall into a zone of un-
determined status for now. According to the
Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement on trade
and tariffs, 40% of Canadian products are included
in that deal, meaning 60% of the other products are
not.

Until recently, most firms in that 60% chunk of
production were paying a 2% tariff, an element con-
vincing them to refrain from filling papers in order
to apply for an exemption, which required some
time and red tape. Now, those firms are hit by a 25%
tariff, which will likely convince most of them to
apply for an exemption.

According to an assessment by the National
Bank, 20% of Canadian firms will not qualify for
exemption.

Also, some firms were hit by a 25% tariff due to
Donald Trump’s perception that Canada was “ex-
porting” large quantities of fentanyl to the United
States, while in reality, “Canadian” fentanyl ac-
counts for 1% or less of that drug consumed south
of the border. A re-evaluation of that context could
translate into a reduction of that tariff from 25% to
12.5%. Small mercies, we could say.

What is the value
of an agreement?

One of the main problems characterizing the in-
ternational tariff crisis is that Donald Trump doesn’t
respect signed deals. Realistically, he doesn’t seem
to care. He seems essentially happy by the chaos he
is creating because it gives him the impression that
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he is overly powerful, an important value in his sick
intimidator mindset.

The calculation of an automobile content to de-
termine the share of Canadian and American parts
is incredibly complicated. Tariffs are supposed to be
imposed by now, but at least hundreds if not thou-
sands of people are mobilized by that calculation
and will need a lot of time to reach a seemingly sat-
isfactory result Trump might nonetheless refuse.

He brags about his alleged talent as a dealer, but
liking to deal doesn’t make him good at that. In fact,
he is an atrocious dealer because the end result is a
mess for the world’s economy and social context.
Moreover, the United States might lose more than
other countries because they will be stigmatized for
years as an untrustworthy partner.

The following sentence comes from a letter
signed by a group of nine organizations that sup-
ported Trump prior the November 5 election. Their
spokespersons used polite words to warn the White
House of the consequences trade tariffs will have.

“Long-term tariffs act as a hidden tax on Ameri-
can businesses and consumers, raising costs and re-
ducing competitiveness. Any trade actions should be
narrowly tailored to target specific abuses while
minimizing collateral damage to American indus-
tries,” the letter states.

Its signatories include leaders from the Centre for
Freedom and Prosperity, the National Taxpayers
Union, the Competitive Enterprise Institute and His-
panic Leadership Fund. We are far from socialist
movements here.

Was Canada “spared” by Donald Trump on April
2? An optimistic way of looking at it would be to
say “yes” because he didn’t announce additional tar-
iffs. However, nothing prevents him from changing
his mind this week, next week or later. He also sent
a warning to our agricultural sector, and might target
our supply management system before long.

Pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, lumber and
fish products will likely be targeted sooner than later
as well.

It is therefore more important than ever to buy
Canadian, Quebec and regional goods, in order to
stimulate our domestic demand.

The American tourist sector is already suffering
considerably from Canadians boycotting the United
States since November 26, the day Trump an-
nounced that he would impose tariffs on our goods.

Trump will not be sensitized by arguments com-
ing from outside his country. However, growing dis-
satisfaction in the United States might affect his

plans as that country gets closer to the 2026 midterm
elections. The fragile control the Republican Party
has over the House of Representatives might then
be lost, which would complicate Trump’s life.

In the meantime,
there is an election in Canada

It is an understatement to say that the current
Canadian election is submerged by trade consider-
ations.

Liberal Party prime minister Mark Carney bene-
fits greatly from the situation. His resume as an
economist and his background as governor of two
central banks help him significantly, considering
that his terms with the Bank of Canada and the Bank
of England occurred during crises. In fact, he was
precisely appointed to manage those crises.

People can be sure that Mr. Carney will again use
the trade crisis as a reason to stop the campaign and
wear his prime minister suit. Firstly, he has been and
will be justified to do that. Secondly, he is a better
crisis manager than a politician.

His main opponent, Conservative Party leader
Pierre Poilievre, lost his 20% support lead since
Trump. It took him forever to adjust to the trade war,
notably because a sizeable portion of his electoral
base like Trump and favour Canada’s annexation to
the United States. Mr. Poiliévre fears losing that
base if he criticizes Trump.

He is also quite late in presenting an economic
plan that could be used in Canada if the trade con-
text deteriorates further. So far, with less than three
weeks left in the campaign, he has a problem trying
to convince the electorate that he is a potential
statesman.

Bloc québécois leader Yves-Frangois Blanchet
also experiences a hard period, as the trade war pre-
vails in Quebecers’ preoccupations, compared to
other stakes usually defended by his party. A good
debater with a liking to adopt goon manners, Mr.
Blanchet would love to talk about other issues other
than tariffs, but the issues Trump throws in the pub-
lic space on a daily basis are stronger.

New Democratic Party leader Jagmeet Singh’s
program has so far integrated many plans to counter
American tariffs, but his main task consists of sav-
ing the official status of his party, and it won’t be
easy.

The Green Party’s usual program priorities go
unnoticed in this campaign, as environmental issues
have completely been forgotten.
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CAQ rejects petition on Maria hospital
at the Health and Social Services Committee

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - The Coalition
avenir Québec (CAQ) has re-
jected the submission of the
petition by Bonaventure
Member of the National As-
sembly (MNA), Catherine
Blouin regarding the inclu-
sion of the Maria hospital
emergency and intensive care
reconstruction project in the
Health and Social Services
Committee, on the grounds
that the project is now in-
cluded in the Quebec Infra-
structure Plan (PQI).

The MNA tabled the docu-
ment on March 20 in the Na-
tional Assembly. The
document stated, among other
things, that in 2012, a clinical
and real estate master plan
identified major functional
deficiencies in the facilities,
particularly those of the emer-
gency and intensive care
units; that the Gaspé Penin-
sula Integrated Health and
Social Services Centre priori-
tized the construction of the

emergency and intensive care
units at the Maria hospital;
that the dilapidated state of
the locale prevents confiden-
tiality of patient records from
being respected, that infection
prevention is difficult; and
that the prefects of Avignon
and Bonaventure recognize
the importance and urgency
of carrying out this construc-
tion project.

The conclusion of the
electronic document re-
quested that the Quebec gov-
ernment include the
construction of the emer-
gency and intensive care units
at the Maria hospital in the
2025-2035 Quebec Infra-
structure Plan. Once this step
is completed, the document
must propose that the com-
mittee review the petition, an-
alyze it, and make a
recommendation to the gov-
ernment to include the project
in the PQI after consulting
with stakeholders.

"This motion was rejected
on the grounds that the peti-
tion's request was met with

the tabling of the budget and
the 2025-2035 PQI last Tues-
day (March 25)," notes Parti
Québécois Health Critic Joél
Arseneau.

According to the PQ (Parti
Québécois), the Maria hospi-
tal does not appear on the list
of projects under considera-
tion in the Quebec Infrastruc-
ture Plan, contrary to what the
petition requests.

At most, the PQI's brief
mentions that the project will
be subject to eventual gov-
ernment approval. The docu-
ment states that "the Ministry
of Health and Social Services
will submit to the government
for approval, over the next
year, requests for studies for
new major projects, namely
the Drummondville and
Maria hospitals, as well as
phase 3 of the program aimed
at adding places in MDAA
(Maison des ainés et alterna-
tives)."

"The Quebec Infrastruc-
ture Plan has three categories:
projects under study, in plan-
ning, and in implementation.

Photo: N. Sergerie

Joél Arseneau, MNA for the Magdalen Islands.

Currently, the Maria project is
not in any category. The funds
needed to renovate the emer-
gency department do not ap-
pear in it. What the
government has done is to
create a kind of category prior
to the PQI. It has named three
projects, including that of
Maria, in Drummondville,
and said that we will work on

prioritizing the project in the
coming months with the
Council of Ministers," ex-
plains MNA Arsenau.

"The government decided
to launch a communications
campaign to try to keep peo-
ple waiting because we
weren't ready, we hadn't made
the decision to prioritize this
project," the MNA concluded.

Citizen rally calls for the return to safe care
in the surgical department of Maria Hospital

® GILLES GAGNE

MARIA — The Eastern Que-
bec Nurses, Licensed Practi-
cal Nurses, and Respiratory
Therapists Union, along with
some of its members, doc-
tors, citizens, and other staff
members, demonstrated on
April 3 in front of Maria hos-
pital to ensure the reinstate-
ment of the laid-off nurses
and licensed practical nurses.

About 25 people took part
in the event, held under a
strong wind and abundant
snowfall.

"Exhaustion, discourage-
ment, and fear for patient
safety are at their peak
among the nurses, licensed
practical nurses, and respira-
tory therapists we represent
since the Nursing Directorate
cut nurses and licensed prac-
tical nurses from all shifts in
the surgical department of
Maria Hospital," explained
Pier-Luc Bujold, president of
the Eastern Quebec Nurses,
Licensed Practical Nurses,
and Respiratory Therapists
Union, mostly known by its
French acronym, SIIIEQ, af-
filiated to the CSN.

The union denounces the

Union leader Pier-Luc Bujolds speech
was made during a heavy snowfall.

fact that one nurse and one li-
censed practical nurse were
cut from each shift. It repre-
sents one-third of the team.

Since the budgetary cuts
were enforced, more than
100 incident-accident reports
have been completed in just
over a month at Maria hospi-
tal, and the number continues
to rise.

"What is the Nursing De-
partment waiting for to rein-
state the previous care team?
Everyone is concerned about
patient safety, and there's
been no feedback or action

Photo: G. Gagné

from management following
up on their accident reports,"
laments Mr. Bujold.

Inadequate Staffing

Since the cuts, it's not un-
common at certain times of
the day to find a single nurse
or licensed practical nurse
caring for 12 patients during
breaks or meals, he adds.
Normally, one nurse and one
nursing assistant are assigned
for every 10 to 11 patients,
which is clearly insufficient
for the mixed clientele of day

surgery, pediatrics, child psy-
chiatry, palliative care and so
on.

"The staff-to-patient ratio
in the department is neither
more nor less dangerous. We
must not only consider the
number of patients, but also
the complexity and diversity
of care," the union leader
protested.

Pier-Luc Bujold reminds
us that those staff cuts derive
from the Quebec government
decision to slash $1.2 billion
in the health budget province-
wide, which translates into a
$40 million cut in the Gaspé
Peninsula.

"It doesn’t make sense to
cut such a huge amount in
just a few months in the re-
gion, thinking that it can be
done without service cuts,"
he sums up.

Mr. Bujold is not reas-
sured by the March 25 an-
nouncement that a 3%
upward adjustment is in-

cluded in the 2025-2026
budget.
"A 3% hike is insuffi-

cient," he underlines, refer-
ring to Health minister
Christian Dubé’s statement to
the effect that 3% or less

means an underfunded de-
partment.

High risk for
patient safety

In fact, the reduction in
the number of nursing pro-
fessionals orchestrated by
the Nursing Directorate has a
perverse effect on the quan-
tity and quality of care pro-
vided in the surgical
department of Maria Hospi-
tal.

"Several situations have
been reported to us by the
members we represent where
they were unable to provide
the required care at the re-
quired time or were unable to
assess patients when re-
quired or needed. This in-
creases the risk of morbidity
or comorbidity," explains
Pier-Luc Bujold.

He insists that the Nurs-
ing Directorate must "as-
sume its responsibility to
ensure safe care for the pop-
ulation by restoring the care
team as quickly as possible.
This must be corrected, as it
has become unsustainable
for both the care team and
the patients."
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MNAs affirm that railway
refurbishment is delayed, not in jeopardy

® GILLES GAGNE

® NELSON SERGERIE

NEW RICHMOND - The
Bonaventure and Gaspé¢ Mem-
bers of the National Assembly,
Catherine Blouin, and
Stéphane Saint-Croix affirm
that Quebec’s Ministry of
Transport is working to even-
tually issue more calls for ten-
der for railway repairs east of
Port Daniel to complete the re-
furbishment of the Gaspé
Peninsula line to Gaspé.

When the Quebec budget
was announced on March 25,
the railway section between
Port Daniel and Gaspé was
downgraded to a “planning”
status from the “realization”
status it held for two years.
This change was referenced in
the Quebec Infrastructure Plan
(PQI), triggering a lot of ques-
tions among regional stake-
holders

Some were worried that the
whole railroad upgrading proj-
ect between Port Daniel and
Gaspé could be axed, despite
the fact that some work has
been carried out on it since
2018. In fact, contracts worth
close to $200 million have
been completed or are under-
way along that section of the
network.

"We are not cancelling that
refurbishment project. We are
putting a knee on the ground in
order to come back stronger.
The project is sent to an evalu-
ation status. The repair costs
surpass considerably what had
been budgeted. We are taking
a step back in order to shed
light on the reasons that ex-
plain such high costs," ex-
plains Catherine Blouin.

According to her, a possible
way to save time and money
for the continuation of track
and bridge works could be to
provide local contractors a
chance, she says. "We are
looking at fragmenting some
calls for tenders in order to
give local contractors a chance
to submit bids. In some cases,
it would go faster and cost

less,"  stresses  Catherine
Blouin.
Quebec’s  Ministry  of

Transport took the opposite ap-
proach in 2023, amalgamating
several bridge repair projects
into one call for tenders, pre-
cisely in an attempt to save
time and money.

In January, two calls for
tenders were cancelled because
the tenders were way higher
than the bracket amounts sug-
gested by Transports Québec.
The cost overrun reached $150
million in those cases.

Catherine Blouin acknowl-
edges that returning to a plan-
ning stage will delay the
resumption of traffic east of
Port Daniel, but she adds that
there is a bit of wiggle room.

“We have no confirmation
of an upcoming railroad use
between Port Daniel and
Gaspé, notably from VIA Rail,
as of now. It gives us time to
rethink the project. The con-
struction sites underway will
be completed as soon as possi-
ble. Moreover, the Caplan to
Port Daniel stretch will open in
June,” she states. She adds
that they are thinking of mak-
ing a committee to bring to-
gether the stakeholders and
develop a plan. Reducing the
speed and the weight of some
cars circulating along the line
are things that could be looked
at according to her.

MNA sees a positive side to
sports and leisure envelope

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE: — Asked to comment on the announcement made in the
March 25 budget regarding the sports and recreation infrastruc-
ture program, Gaspé riding Member of the National Assembly
Stéphane Sainte-Croix takes a different view of the region's may-
ors’ findings, who criticized the budgetary envelope earmarked
for year 2025-2026. Mr. Sainte-Croix recalls that his government
promised a budget of $1.5 billion over the next 10 years in 2022.
"We're at $400 million in year three of our second mandate. We've
announced an additional $300 million, which will bring us to $700
million on a $1.5 billion promise. There will be a second call for
projects. We can imagine that with the municipal elections this

fall, we'll reach an agreement with partners to ensure that projects
are ready to be submitted and we'll move forward," says the
elected official, who maintains that his government is ahead of

schedule on its promise.
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Catherine Blouin and Stéphane Saint-Croix assure that efforts are being made to return passenger
and freight trains east of Port Daniel.

Stéphane Sainte-Croix
is in agreement

Gaspé Member of the Na-
tional Assembly (MNA)
Stéphane Sainte-Croix also
weighed in on the topic. "Over
the past year, in terms of calls
for tenders, we've had diffi-
culty reconciling demand and
supply. We've faced a signifi-
cant cost explosion. We've
made the decision to bring the
section back into planning," he
says.

Section three, the stretch
between Port Daniel and
Gaspé, had $517 million bud-
geted since June 27, 2023. In
total, 21 infrastructure projects
must be repaired or rebuilt on
that section, and the railway is
expected to be relocated in two
locations.

"There isn't a wide range of
suppliers showing interest.
This is a step back to resched-
ule section three and ensure
our project is considered by
suppliers," explains the Coali-
tion Avenir Québec (CAQ)
MNA.

He suggests that the rail
line may be recommissioned
in 2027 or 2028. "There's al-
ready detailed planning for the
work to be done. They're
known and analyzed from a
technical perspective and bud-
geted. We're going to redo our
homework considering the
budget targets we're unable to
meet. The market is saturated
for infrastructure in Quebec,"
analyzes Mr. Sainte-Croix.

However, he doesn't think
the new delay will add to over-
all cost. "We are firmly com-

Resumption of Medical
Transportation Service for Seniors

Nelson Sergerie

mitted to completing this proj-
ect. We have prioritized and
budgeted for it. We are facing
market challenges. We will
work in the coming months to
find solutions and maintain the
pace to deliver the Gaspé rail-
way," he says.

"We must deliver it if we
want to see the economy
linked to it. We are convinced
of the impact of rail on the de-
velopment of our economy,"
adds Mr. Sainte-Croix.

"I'm not worried. We're al-
ready at work. We're in discus-
sions with the Sociét¢ du
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie.
Everyone is hard at work. We
delivered the first two sections
as agreed. We encountered
challenges for which we found
solutions," Mr. Sainte-Croix
recalls.

MARIA - The Medical Transportation Service for seniors aged 65 and over, offered by the Volun-
teer Action Centres in the Gaspé Peninsula, has resumed after a one-month suspension.

Although the funding situation hasn’t been finalized, the Volunteer Action Centres (CABs) de-
cided to resume service on April 1. However, users will have to pay more, with their contribution in-
creasing from 50% to 75% of travel costs.

"Let's say someone has an appointment 200 kilometres away. There is a reimbursement of $0.54
per kilometre and the 50% contribution is $54. At 75%, it will be $81. "It's a significant increase for
the beneficiaties, but we have no choice because for the moment, we don't have confirmation of fund-
ing from the CISSS de la Gaspésie," explains Nancy Valois, director of the Saint-Alphone-Nouvelle
Volunteer Centre and spokesperson for the CABs.

Discussions are continuing with the Integrated Health and Social Services Centres (CISSS), and
the CABs have been informed that the organization cannot move forward with increasing funding
since the details of the March 25 budget have not yet been released by Santé Québec.

Last year, the CABs received $80,000 in funding, after receiving $200,000 in one-time suppott two
years ago. However, maintaining the service requires $400,000 annually.

"Our goal is to have funding added to our overall mission, to increase our amount so that we can
adequately provide this service," says Ms. Valois. During discussions, the CABs felt that the CISSS
recognized the importance of the service.

"Everyone is trying to find a solution," she said, hoping for support from the region’s Members

of the National Assembly.



Federal Elections: Candidates Officially

Announce their Standing in the April 28 election

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - Three candidates in
the upcoming federal: Alexis
Deschénes (Bloc Québécois),
Liberal Diane Lebouthillier
(Liberal Party of Canada), and
Jean-Pierre Pigeon (Conserva-
tive Party of Canada) have cast
their ballots with the returning
officer for the riding of
Gaspésie-Les {les-de-la-
Madeleine-Listugu;.

Alexis Deschénes was the
first to do so on March 26, in
Gaspé. "... the first candidate in
Gaspésie-Les fles-de-la-
Madeleine-Listuguj to file my
nomination papers," Mr. De-
schénes wrote on social media,
showing the documents in
front of the Elections Canada
office.

Diane Lebouthillier did the
same the next day. "That's it,
it's official! I filed my nomina-
tion papers with Elections
Canada today. I love my re-
gion. I love the people who live
here, and it will be an honour
to appear on your ballot for the
fourth time," stated Ms.

Diane Lebouthillier in front of the polling station in Gaspé.

Alexis Deschénes was the first to cast his ballot.

Lebouthillier, showing her
documents in front of the Elec-
tions Canada office.

Conservative  candidate
Jean-Pierre Pigeon, for his part,
did the same on April 2. "On a
beautiful sunny day, my nomi-
nation papers were filed with
Elections Canada in Gaspé,"
Mr. Pigeon wrote on social
media. He took advantage of
his visit to Gaspé to meet with
Mayor Daniel Coté to discuss
campaign issues.

The People's Party of

Photos: Facebook

Canada candidate Christian
Rioux was scheduled to file his
ballot on April 3. The New
Democratic Party still does not
have a candidate in Gaspésie-
Les Iles-de-la-Madeleine-Lis-
tuguj. NDP Party officials
indicate there will be a candi-
date, but it is premature to an-
nounce it. It is likely that the
candidate will be someone
from outside the region, simi-
lar to when Lisa Phung ran in
the riding in 2021. The nomi-
nation deadline is April 7.

Jean-Pierre Pigeon cast his ballot on April 2.

Fishermen need and deserve answers

rely on independent fishers.

eries and its management.

Since 2018, the Government of Canada and
Fisheries and Oceans Canada have consistently
failed to support our coastal communities that

The Professional Fish Harvesters of Southern
Gaspe Association (RPPSQG) is asking all can-
didates in this federal election, to provide them
with clear answers on the future of their fish-

In the face of the tariff war, despite the de-
mands of independent fishermen from Febru-
ary 2025, no measure to support our fishing
enterprises has been put in place. Yet, like
farmers, fishers must take on a lot of debt to
feed our people and are the cornerstone of the
fisheries economy on which we all depend.

We believe in a sustainable commercial fishery
driven by science-based evidence for the ben-
efit of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous

Under the guise of providing economic support
to our coastal communities, the recently dis-
avowed Minister of Fisheries authorized the in-
crease in lobster harvests by 112% in the
northern Gaspé Peninsula in commercial areas
in a random manner, without considering the
economic impacts on fishermen, and without
knowing if the resource could withstand it.

fishers. Our most current challenge is the un-
certainty that surrounds many aspects of the
fishery.

Our survival 1s now at stake. What will we do
when individual inshore fishing ceases?

Enough is enough.
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Elections: Bloc Québécois proposes
an inquiry into the management of fisheries

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - Continuing his fed-
eral election campaign, Bloc
Québécois  leader  Yves-
Frangois Blanchet is proposing
an independent inquiry into the
management of fisheries.
During a stop in Riviére-au-
Renard on April 1, Mr
Blanchet met with the director
of the Quebec Shrimp Fisher-
men's Office and held a press
briefing with fishermen and his
candidate running in the riding
of Gaspésie-Les Iles-de-la-
Madeleine-Listuguj, Alexis
Deschénes. The Bloc Québé-
cois leader criticized Fisheries
and Oceans Canada's manage-
ment, particularly denouncing
the arbitrariness in manage-
ment, the distribution of quo-
tas, and the competition
between fishing associations.
"It seems essential to us that
all these issues identified by
the true economic stakeholders
in the fisheries sector be taken
into account. This requires a
two-step approach: having an
independent investigation of
the department that will ana-

FEDERAL
ELECTION

lyze the process of allocating
fishing rights to understand
what is not working, and the
investigation should lead to
recommendations that would
not be managed directly by the
department or the whims of a
minister, as we have seen far
too often here, but through a
process with specific criteria,"
said Mr. Blanchet, referring to
the outgoing Minister of Fish-
eries and Oceans, Diane
Lebouthillier, and the Baie-
des-Chaleurs fishermen who
were unable to obtain ex-
ploratory lobster permits on the
north side of the Gaspé Penin-
sula.

The next steps would be en-
trusted to an independent entity
to remove politics from the
process. "I consulted with as-
sociations and people from the
region and the Magdalen Is-
lands before making the pro-
posal, and I have no problem
coming to that conclusion, be-
cause I believe it will achieve
consensus among the fisher-
men," notes the Bloc Québé-
cois leader.

The inquiry would focus on
fisheries in the Gulf of St.

| MONDAY, APRIL 28

Lawrence. The Bloc Québé-
cois has made many proposals
in the past on fisheries that
were ignored by Ottawa.
"Among the good news,
there will be someone else in
government, and we hope that
past mistakes in terms of min-
isterial choices won't recur.
The other element is that the
Bloc Québécois could find it-
self with enough clout in Par-
liament to be able to impose

policies. We'll pick up where
we were, and perhaps we'll
find ourselves in a position to
be heard," maintains Mr.
Blanchet.
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Yes-Francois Blanchet, accompanied by Alexis Deschénes
and fishermen during his campaign stop in Riviere-au-Renard.

Screening for colorectal cancer
Cynthia Dow

Colorectal cancer screening is now offered free of charge at local service points for people aged 50 to
74 who are eligible for screening. People without a family doctor can also benefit from this free serv-
ice.

You are not eligible if: you have been diagnosed with colorectal cancer duting your lifetime and if
you have received a result for an RSOSI test (Fit test) within the last two (2) years.

During your appointment, whether by phone or in person, a nurse will conduct a clinical assess-
ment to confirm your eligibility for the service. This assessment typically leads to a non-invasive test
that can be performed at home. In certain specific situations, other recommendations may be offered.

If you would like more information or to schedule an appointment, you can call 1-877-644-4545.
You can also book an appointment online through the Clic Santé platform to receive a clinical assess-
ment.
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Liberal party candidate Diane
Lebouthillier makes her first election promise

® NELSON SERGERIE

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
GASPE - Diane Lebouthillier,
the Liberal candidate for the
Gaspésie-Les {les-de-la-
Madeleine constituency, says
she will raise the tonnage
threshold for federal contracts
open to the region's shipyards
as her first electoral promise.
In a way, Diane Lebouthillier
is responding to a request
made last December by the
Cote-de-Gaspé MRC, which
wants to establish a naval in-
dustrial cluster, not only for
the greater Gaspé area but for
the entire region.

"Given the expertise de-
veloped by Chantier Naval
Forillon and Groupe Océan,
we can be proud to be able to

position ourselves and partic-
ipate in the region's economic
development. When we look
at shipyards (with a capacity
of building units) weighing
750 tons or less, we have two
in Canada (in fact, it is two in
the Gaspé Peninsula), includ-
ing Chantier Naval Forillon.
It's important to position our-
selves for upcoming con-

tracts," notes the Liberal
candidate and incumbent
Member of Parliament,

whose campaign was inter-
rupted on March 31 due to
bad weather.

The Canadian Naval Strat-
egy provides $2.5 billion for
small vessels over the next 25
years.

"My commitment is to

continue discussions, as they
have begun, to ensure that
Chantier Naval Forillon is
part of the region's develop-
ment to have the necessary in-
frastructure for the
construction of  vessels
weighing 750 to 1,000 tons,"
said Ms. Lebouthillier.

For now, Chantier Naval
Forillon can only bid on fed-
eral contracts for the con-
struction or repair of vessels
weighing 750 tons or less, and
the Gaspé shipyard is limited
to vessels weighing 800 tons.

Chantier Naval Forillon is
already well positioned at the
federal level. The Gaspé-
based company has been
awarded two contracts since
2015 to build 10 Search and

Diane Lebouthillier at the Forillon Shipyard,
Riviere-au-Renard division, last September.

Rescue boats for the Coast
Guard, for a total of $75 mil-
lion.

A year ago, the shipyard
secured another contract from

Photo: N. Sergerie

Ottawa worth $55.5 million
to build the Coast Guard's
first mid-shore diesel-electric
hybrid fisheries research ves-
sel.

Federal election: Bloc Quebecois' Platform

From Pension Increases to Green Initiatives

® ARTHUR POIRIER-ROY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - In this article and
those that will follow, we aim
to provide a grounded ap-
proach to exposing electoral
promises as they stand now,
continuing with the Bloc
Québécois. The Bloc has been
a steadfast advocate for Que-
bec's interests, culture, and sov-

ereignty.

Economic
Policies

The Bloc Québécois pro-
poses an increase to the Old
Age Security pension by $110
per month for seniors aged 65
to 74. This promise comes at a
time when retirement age is
likely to be pushed to 67 years
old. Economists have long con-
demned a retirement system

that didn't account for the aging
population, reduced birth rates,
and the subsequent economic
impact. Additionally, the Bloc
Québécois aims to support
francophone businesses across
Canada, reinforcing Quebec's
cultural and linguistic presence.

Housing
Policies

The Bloc Québécois advo-
cates for increased federal sup-
port to expand affordable
housing in Quebec, although
they do not specify where the
funds will come from. This ini-
tiative is crucial for addressing
the housing crisis, but clarity on
funding sources is necessary.

Environmental
Policies

The Bloc Québécois sup-
ports Quebec's green initiatives
and environmental policies, in-
cluding sustainable agriculture
and protecting supply manage-
ment in agricultural agree-
ments. These efforts align with
Quebec's commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Social
Policies

The Bloc Québécois pushes
for increased federal healthcare
funding to Quebec and pro-
motes policies that protect and
enhance Quebec's language

and culture. They also support
the implementation of the
United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples (UNDRIP), similar to the

New Democratic  Party’s
(NDP's) stance.
Impact on
Anglophones in Quebec

Although these policies
might seem unattractive to an-
glophones living in Quebec.
The Bloc's focus on promoting
Quebec's francophone interests
may not make anglophones'
lives easier, except in areas like
native laws, housing, and pen-
sions. However, it's important
to remember that the Bloc

doesn't exist to win the federal
election outright. Unlike the
NDP, Liberals, and Conserva-
tives, the Bloc's role is to divide
power and bring Quebec's
green and francophone inter-
ests to the federal stage. This is
undeniably  beneficial for
democracy, but if you feel they
do not represent your interests,
it is your democratic duty to
consider other options. Keep-
ing the big picture in mind is
essential.

This article aims to provide
a clear and detailed overview
of the Bloc Québécois' con-
crete promises for the 2025
elections. Stay tuned for more
articles on other parties' plat-
forms.
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Get ready to vote: How you can
participate in the upcoming federal election

® HOLLY SMITH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PORT DANIEL - With the fed-
eral election set for April 28,
2025, citizens on the coast and
all over Canada are gearing up
to make their voices heard.
Whether it’s your first time
voting or you’ve done it be-
fore, knowing your options
will help ensure you’re pre-
pared when election day ar-
rives.

How Can You Vote?

No matter how busy life
gets, there’s a voting option
that works for you. Here’s how
you can cast your ballot:

On Election Day: Most
people will head to their as-
signed polling station on April
28. If you’re unsure where to
go, check your voter informa-
tion card or Elections Canada’s
website.

Advance Voting: If you
know you’ll be busy on elec-
tion day, you can vote early at
advance polling stations on se-
lected days before April 28.

By Mail: Maybe you’re
travelling, or you just prefer to
vote from home. You can apply
for a mail-in ballot and send
your vote in before the dead-
line.

At an Elections Canada
Office: Want to get your vote
in early? You can cast your bal-
lot at any Elections Canada of-
fice across the country during
the election period.

How to Register to Vote

Before you can vote, you
need to be registered. If you’re
a Canadian citizen, at least 18
years old on election day, and
can prove your identity and ad-
dress, you’re eligible.

Online: The quickest way
to register is through Elections

Canada’s Online Voter Regis-
tration Service. You can also
check or update your informa-
tion there.

By Mail: You can request a
registration form from Elec-
tions Canada and send it back
by mail, email, or fax.

In Person: If you’d rather
handle it face-to-face, wvisit
your local Elections Canada
office to register.

Key Registration
Deadlines

Before the Election Pe-
riod: Registering early means
you’ll receive a voter informa-
tion card with details on where
and when to vote.

During the Election Pe-
riod: You can still register at
an Elections Canada office up
until 6 p.m. on the Tuesday be-
fore election day.

At the Polls: Didn’t regis-
ter beforechand? No problem,

you can register at your polling
station on election day before
you vote.

What If You’re Not
Registered on Election Day?

If you arrive at your polling
station and realize you’re not
registered, don’t stress! You
can still vote. Just bring proper
identification, and you’ll be
able to register on-site before
casting your ballot.

‘What ID Do You
Need to Vote?

Elections Canada requires
voters to prove their identity
and address. Here are your op-
tions:

Government-Issued ID: A
driver’s license or any govern-
ment ID that shows your name,
photo, and address.

Two Pieces of ID: If you
don’t have one piece with all

the needed information, bring
two that together show your
name and address, like a health
card and a utility bill.

Oath with a Guarantor:
No ID? You can still vote by
taking an oath and having
someone from your polling
station vouch for your identity.

Why Your
Vote Matters

Voting isn’t just a right, it’s
a way to shape Canada’s fu-
ture. Elections decide who will
lead the country and make im-
portant decisions that affect
your community. By casting
your ballot, you help choose
the people who will represent
you in government.

For the most up-to-date
election details and registration
assistance, visit Elections
Canada’s website. Don’t miss
your chance to have a say in
the future of Canada.

Festival international du journalisme
A Global Gathering of Minds

® ARTHUR POIRIER-ROY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

CARLETON-SUR-MER -
The Quai des Arts de Car-
leton is set to become a vi-
brant hub of journalistic
discourse in May 2025, host-
ing the highly anticipated
Festival international de jour-
nalisme de Carleton-sur-Mer.
This unique event, as re-
vealed in an insightful inter-
view with Alain Bernier, a
key figure in its planning and
execution, promises to be a
remarkable confluence of
global perspectives.

Mr. Bernier, in our engag-
ing conversation, highlighted
the festival’s distinctive posi-
tion, noting that similar gath-
erings are rare, with only a
few counterparts in France
and Italy. This rarity under-
scores the festival’s signifi-
cance in fostering
international dialogue. The
event attracts a diverse array
of participants, from
renowned celebrities and sea-
soned local journalists to in-
fluencers, scientists,
television personalities, and
aspiring students from across
the globe.

The festival serves as a
vital platform for exploring
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Discover how the Festival international de journalisme de Car-
leton-sur-Mer is set to become a global hub for media dis-
course, attracting journalists, influencers, and thinkers from
around the world. Alain Bernier shares insights on the event's
unique ability to foster unexpected connections and vital con-

versations.

the evolving landscape of
media in our society. Discus-
sions will center on maintain-
ing journalistic integrity,
reaching new audiences, and
strengthening connections in
an increasingly digital world.
Bertin Leblanc, the festival’s
director, works closely with

Alain Bernier to orchestrate
this ambitious event, ensuring
a rich and diverse program.
With over 80 panelists
spanning three days, the fes-
tival will tackle a myriad of
critical issues, from the per-
spectives of First Nations
communities to international

politics and war. As Mr.
Bernier astutely observed,
“The best thing about this
event is the collateral advan-
tages.” He emphasized the
unexpected and enriching
conversations that arise from
spontaneous  interactions,
highlighting the value of
serendipitous encounters be-
yond the scheduled panels.
Mr. Bernier also addressed
the potential for discord,
given the wide range of top-
ics and participants. How-
ever, he stressed that the
atmosphere has consistently
been one of cordiality and re-
spectful dialogue. This obser-
vation aligns with research in
social psychology, which
demonstrates that humans, as
inherently social beings, tend
to exhibit remarkably polite
behavior in environments
characterized by goodwill
and shared purpose. Studies
suggest that face-to-face in-
teractions, particularly in
well-structured social set-
tings, foster empathy and un-
derstanding, mitigating the
divisive tendencies often seen
in virtual interactions. This
reinforces the idea that the
current rise of online hate is
often a product of disconnec-
tion and the dehumanization

that can occur in digital
spaces.

The festival’s commit-
ment to engaging with cur-
rent and future audiences is
particularly noteworthy. Or-
ganizers are keen to under-
stand the information needs
and preferences of younger
consumers, aiming to expand
the reach of quality journal-
ism. This focus on audience
engagement  reflects a
broader effort to ensure that
journalistic integrity remains
relevant and accessible in a
rapidly changing media envi-
ronment.

The Festival international
de journalisme de Carleton-
sur-Mer is more than just a
series of panels; it is a cata-
lyst for meaningful connec-
tions and collaborative
exploration. As Alain Bernier
put it, "The best thing about
this event is the collateral ad-
vantages. It's not about what
you intended to do going
there, but about the conversa-
tions you'll have with people
you didn't expect to see at-
tending the same panel you
did." For anyone interested in
the future of journalism and
the power of human connec-
tion, this event is not to be
missed.



$151,000 to protect
temporarily protect René-Lévesque house

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

NEW CARLISLE - The Min-
istry of Culture has invested
$151,000 to temporarily pro-
tect the René-Lévesque House
in New Carlisle while plans
for its restoration are being
studied and analyzed.

Work carried out last au-
tumn was intended to maintain
the building in a stable condi-
tion while various studies and
expert appraisals were carried
out, and while awaiting the
start of the restoration and re-
habilitation work on the her-
itage house.

The work aimed to prevent

water infiltration and
strengthen certain structural el-
ements of the house. The south
wall had to be rebuilt because
several structural elements
were affected by rot. The work
also included the removal of
the east porch, which had de-
teriorated, and the installation
of temporary white vinyl sid-
ing on the south and west fa-
cades.

Planning for the house's
restoration and rehabilitation
project continues. The Min-
istry has hired a project man-
ager to complete the functional
and technical program and to
produce the necessary plans
and specifications.

Through the restoration
project, the Ministry aims to
restore the house to its exterior
appearance when it was occu-
pied by the Lévesque family
between 1925 and 1939 and to
preserve the period features
still present inside.

As for the future of the
house once restored, discus-
sions are ongoing with various
local partners, including Es-
pace René-Lévesque. The re-
port prepared following the
Quebec government's acquisi-
tion of the building in 2021 es-
timated the cost of the work at
approximately $800,000.

The René-Lévesque house
was built in 1905.

Renovations to the René Lévesque house
is underway but a lot remains to be done.

Photo: G. Gagné

Haute-Gaspésie feels
suffocated by caribou protection measures

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

SAINTE-ANNE-DES-
MONTS - The Member of
the National Assembly for
Gaspé, Stéphane Sainte-
Croix, believes that the 5,000
square kilometre caribou
protection zone contained in
the pilot project submitted in
April 2024 may be too large.

On March 31, Mr. Saint
Croix, along with approxi-
mately forty elected officials
and socioeconomic leaders
from the Haute-Gaspésie
called on Premier Francois
Legault; the Minister respon-
sible for the Gaspésie, Maité
Blanchette-Vézina; and the
Minister of the Environment,
the Fight against Climate
Change, Wildlife and Parks,
Benoit Charette, in a heart-
felt plea demanding quick
action in the caribou file.

The stakeholders called
for a suspension of the in-
terim caribou protection
measures that have been in
place since 2019 and the
non-implementation of the
measures contained in the
pilot project announced in
April 2024, as it was never
adopted.

"We have no predictabil-
ity for our businesses in all
our sectors: recreational
tourism, wind power, or de-

velopment," noted Haute
Gaspésie  Prefect  Guy
Bernatchez.

The temporary closure of
the Damabois sawmill in

Photo: Roger Roy

Prefect Guy Bernatchez, surrounded by elected officials and socioeconomic leaders from Haute-

Gaspésie.

Cap-Chat triggered protests.
This isn't the first time that
Haute-Gaspésie has called
for relaxed measures in order
to maintain strong economic
activity.

"We wanted to make a big
impact. We have an action
plan. This is an initial effort,
and we know we can mobi-
lize hundreds of people. We'll
be closely monitoring the
government's position on our
request. If they don't want us
to become a pebble in their
shoes, they'll have to de-
liver,"  warns the prefect,
making a connection with the
situation regarding American
tariffs.

"Mr. Legault's first state-
ment in this regard was to say
that it was poison for Quebec

businesses because it pre-
vented them from having
predictable business. We in
the Haute-Gaspésie have
been experiencing this un-
predictability for six years,
and we want it to end," he
says.

In Haute-Gaspésie, some
5,000 square kilometres are
in a protected zone. "That's
ten times the size of the is-
land of Montreal for 11 free-
roaming caribou; we think
that's exaggerated. We all
agree on caribou protection.
We agree on an area sur-
rounding the Parc national
de la Gaspésie for the cari-
bou to take refuge there dur-
ing the winter, but the
protected area extends from
the Capucins to Anse-

Pleureuse. It doesn't make
sense," says Mr. Bernatchez.
Meanwhile, some other
entrepreneurs have diversi-
fied their economies, partic-
ularly by focusing on
backcountry skiing.

"It's been held back by in-
terim measures that are un-
reasonable and don't serve
the caribou by closing the
territory near the sea. It's not
their natural territory," main-
tains the prefect.

"We continue to insist
that a balance between ecol-
ogy and the economy is pos-
sible." "We have a large
enough territory, and we
want access to it so that we
can expand to meet our aspi-
rations, like any other MRC
in the Gaspé Peninsula and

elsewhere in Quebec," Mr.
Bernatchez points out.

The 18 jobs lost at the
Damabois sawmill have hurt
Cap-Chat and  Haute-
Gaspésie.

"A socio-economic im-
pact study indicates that we
could lose hundreds of jobs
in Haute-Gaspésie, which
would represent  some
50,000 jobs in Montreal. We
agree that if tomorrow morn-
ing there is an announcement
of a loss of 50,000 jobs in
Montreal, will the govern-
ment take action? We want
to have the same attention
for our territory," concludes
the prefect.

"We understand a certain
impatience surrounding the
regulatory process for cari-
bou protection," notes Mr.
Sainte-Croix. "This recent
news (the sawmill closure)
adds to the urgency to act
and come up with solutions
that take into account local
realities and the challenges
of caribou protection and
economic development," he
notes.

The 5,000-square-kilome-
tre zone is hampering any
development in  Haute-
Gaspésie. "We're talking
about a dozen caribou in the
Haute-Gaspésie  territory,
which is already occupied by
a national park and a wildlife
reserve. The restricted habi-
tat zone is somewhat exces-
sive. I can understand that,
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A temporary home for the Gritfon Cultural Centre

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE - The Griffon Cul-
tural Centre in the Anse-au-
Griffon sector of Gaspé will
be housed in a temporary lo-
cation until a permanent solu-
tion is found.

The organization, which
promoted culture in all its
forms and operated a café, has
reached an agreement with
Parks Canada to take posses-
sion of the building, which
has been empty for several
years located between Riv-
iére-au-Renard and Anse-au-
Griffon.

Since September, the or-
ganization has been working
hard to revive its activities
following the fire that com-
pletely destroyed the historic
community cold room in the
heart of the village.

"We told ourselves that we
couldn't go so long without
maintaining contact with the
community when reconstruc-

tion could take two or three
years." The idea of creating a
small café in the cove arose,
and we're currently making it
happen," notes the organiza-
tion's president, Stéphane
Morissette.

A temporary kitchen will
be built with a limited food
offering, and the site will offer
a small cultural program to
complement its activities.

The partnership with Parks
Canada is the same as those
established with other busi-
nesses operating in Forillon.

The board of directors has
just completed a strategic plan
to guide the future cultural
centre, which will eventually
be relocated to the abandoned
Manoir Lebouthillier barn.

A health assessment of the
building will be done. "From
this, we will develop plans for
our next cultural center proj-
ect," says Mr. Morissette.

The centre will rewrite his-
tory, as it did when it created
the Griffon Cultural Centre,

The Griffon Cultural Centre will temporarily operate in this Parks Canada building.

which saved the historic re-
frigerator. The building was
abandoned in the early 1990s
and remained so until 1999,
when villagers, aware of the
historical value and great po-
tential of the site, decided to
form a provisional committee
to save it from demolition.

In 2001, this group of
committed citizens became
what it remains today: the
L'Anse-au-Griffon Ware-
house Committee, also known

as the Le Griffon Cultural
Centre.

In 2003, restoration work
began, with the first version
of the centre being created in
2006.

"We're continuing our mis-
sion to some extent. Essen-
tially, the L'Anse-au-Griffon
Warehouse Committee was
there to save a heritage build-
ing. We're going to do the
same thing with the Manoir’s
barn." We're excited about this

Photo: Griffon Cultural Centre

project because it will create
a cultural hub in the center of
the village, along with the
Lebouthillier Manor and the
Maison aux lilas, which is just
behind it," says the president.

The temporary Café¢ de
I'Anse will operate from mid-
June until around Thanksgiv-
ing, as the building is not
winterized. "We're very
happy to continue the mis-
sion," concludes Mr. Moris-
sette.

30 years for Douglastown's Tapp Products

® NELSON SERGERIE

GASPE - Gaspé's Tapp Prod-
ucts has come a long way over
the past 30 years, particularly
with its famous sauerkraut pro-
duced at its Douglastown facil-
ityy To  celebrate its
anniversary, the company is
marking its milestone by
launching a new product.

Tapp Products was founded
in 1995 by Sylvain Tapp and
Elaine Coté. "It's a family busi-
ness. At that time, Sylvain's
reason for founding the com-
pany was to add a source of in-
come. We were farmers with
tomato and cucumber green-
houses, and he was looking for
work to supplement the sea-
son," explains his son and gen-
eral manager, Julien Tapp. The
Gaspé climate allows for the
cultivation of the cabbage used
to create sauerkraut, even
though the soil can be chal-
lenging.

Maintaining consumer trust
over time is always a goal. "It's
always a challenge. If we go
back to the beginning of the
company, there were two good
challenges: making regional
products and doing organic
lacto-fermentation. In the mid-
1990s, it wasn't something that
was known. We were on the
fringes of what was being
done. Tenacity and resilience
were the key to getting through
the years," says Mr. Tapp.
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Making a place on grocery
store shelves was also a major
challenge.

To mark its 30th anniver-
sary, Tapp Products is unveil-
ing Kimchi Nappa — 30th
Edition. Inspired by traditional
Korean kimchi and prepared in
a limited edition, it features fer-
mented organic napa cabbage
and gochugaru peppers. "We're
really focusing on slightly
more Asian flavors with larger
pieces. We'll have much more
crunch and flavour in this new
product," says Julien Tapp.

Developing an agri-food
business in a remote region is
also quite an adventure.

"Over the years, we've im-
plemented processes that we're
constantly improving. We've
been working for several
years—and thanks to my fa-
ther—with business relation-
ships spanning 30 years.
They're easier, and we have a
better track record. We cer-
tainly won't hide the fact that
profitability depends on growth
and volume to cover our costs,"
the general manager calculates.
And the future is just as prom-
ising.

"We want to continue to
demonstrate our expertise, our
ability to adapt and innovate, to
build relationships with our
businesses and employees, and
to remain a leader in the lacto-
fermentation market," says Mr.
Tapp. Julien Tapp has been at

Tapp Products' new product: Kimchi Nappa.

the helm of the company since
August 2020 and has been in-
volved with the business since
2016. The company modern-
ized its facilities during this
time and automated certain
processes to maintain prof-
itability.

"These investments are nec-
essary, as are the financial part-
ners, in order to achieve
growth and achieve an ade-
quate profitability threshold,"
he notes, given that the com-
pany's reputation is recognized
by lenders.

Tapp Products is looking to
expand, and the goal is to in-
crease production capacity in
the short term through factory
renovations.

"We want to remain at the

forefront, and in the future,
there will be other major proj-
ects to allow us to establish
ourselves in the market," pre-
dicts Mr. Tapp.

In addition to the launch of
the new product to mark its
30th anniversary, Tapp Prod-

Photo: Roger Saint-Laurent

ucts will participate in various
food trade shows. The com-
pany will also highlight the ar-
tisans and partners who have
contributed to its history and
will offer special events and
promotions to thank its loyal
customers.

Suzanne Landry

CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER AEO
418-752-0792
suzannelandry@royallepage.ca
www.suzannelandry.ca

VILLAGE
Real Estate Agency

Friendly bilingual service

from Matapedia to Port Daniel
24 years experience




PERCE:

in her statement."However,
there are lines that should
never be crossed. Our elected
officials are entitled to respect
for their dignity, honour, and
reputation. Unfortunately, this
line has been crossed multiple
times in my case over the
years. This led me to resign in
July 2024," the former elected
official continued.

She explains the reasons for

filing her petition with the
court. "I'm doing this to restore
my reputation, which has been
unfairly tarnished for months,
to the detriment of my physical
and mental health, and my
quality of life. I'm doing it be-
cause the truth has its rights,"
she explains, adding that she is
also doing it for all those who
choose to engage in municipal
politics and who, increasingly,
are victims of personal attacks,
lies, and harassment.

"I'm doing it for the future

of our municipal democracy.
I'm doing it for those who will
follow in Percé, where a harm-
ful climate has prevented us
from moving forward for too
long. There comes a time when
we must, collectively, stop tol-
erating the unacceptable," she
adds, expressing confidence in
the judicial process now under-
way.

"Until then, for reasons you
will understand, I will make no
further public comments on the
matter," concludes Ms. Poirier.

Former director general,
Jean-Francois Coderre, tar-
geted by Cathy Poirier.

Councillor and pro-mayor at
the time, Doris Rehel.

Michel Fréchette, who suc-
ceeded Jean-Francois
Codette, is also in Cathy
Poirier's sights.

CARIBOU:

faced with a proposal of this
nature—we're talking about
5,000 square kilometers—it
might seem quite monumental.
We're talking about 12 animals
in an already protected terri-
tory, which has already been
the subject of concessions
from Haute-Gaspésie regard-
ing access to the territory and
resources,”" notes Mr. Saint-
Croix.

A boundary zone around
the Parc de la Gaspésie could
be an option. "I think that all
the solutions deserve to be an-
alyzed in their proper measure.
Dialogue is crucial. I hope that
we will not reach a breaking
point in the dialogue consider-
ing the plant closure and job
losses. The lack of predictabil-
ity throughout the regulatory
process means that dialogue is
not necessarily fruitful, but it
must be maintained,” recom-

mends the Member of the Na-
tional Assembly (MNA).

“The 5,000-square kilome-
tre zone reserved for caribou
habitat will need to be reex-
amined, and I am confident
that Minister (Charette) is at-
tentive to the priorities of the
Haute-Gaspésie, both for
preservation and economic de-
velopment,” said Mr. Sainte-
Croix, noting that Quebec
cannot ignore the potential for
wind energy development,
which could not be realized
under the current proposed
framework.

Given the job losses, Que-
bec is working with Damabois
and the industry to find solu-
tions.

“For recreational tourism,
it is of paramount importance
in the region. It is a vector of
influence and attractiveness
for young people. There are
possible solutions.I hope that
all this will evolve favorably,"
the MNA concluded.
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Announcements

Obituary

- /

HOTTON: Ian Terrence
Aug 12, 1956 - March 16, 2025.

It is with great sadness that we announce Ian’s
passing at the age of 68, after a brief but courageous
battle with throat and lung cancer.

Ian leaves behind his beloved wife, Tina Gore.
He was predeceased by his father Terrence William.
Left to mourn is his mother, Marion Syvret Hotton;
younger brother Dean (Beverley); and two younger

sisters Ann (Donald) and Christine (William).

Also survived by Tina’s sister Diane and husband
Steve. Loving uncle to many nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, and a great-nephew.

To be cremated by Guay Funeral Home, followed
by a service and burial at Milles-Isles cemetary later
this summer.

Ian will always be remembered for his willing-
ness to offer a helping hand and his friendly waves
and greetings to anyone walking by.

His mother and siblings will forever miss the
sound of his voice greeting them with a hearty
“Good Day” each morning.

He will remain in our hearts and minds forever.
Donations to the Cancer Society would be greatly
appreciated.

Obituary - /50 words - $50
150-250 words - $55
250+ words - quote will be provided
In memory: /50 words - $35
150-250 words - $45
Funeral, Celebration of Life,
Card of Thanks, Engagement,
Birth, Prayer, Birthday - $35
Wedding - $55
Photo: $10 extra.

Sena[your announcements to:

holly.smith@globetrotter.net

Deadline:
Wec[nesafays at 4 p.m.

for the foffowing

week’s paper. .
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Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

SALES REP:

418-752-6041
581-233-2101

Steven Imhoff

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond
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DIRECTORY

Grenier, Grenier & Grenier
LAWYERS

Réal Grenier, b.a.ll.l.
Jules Grenier, b.a.ll.l.

96 Gérard D. Levesque Blvd, P.O. Box 519
New Carlisle (Quebec) GOC 1Z0
Tel.: (418) 752-3308 - Fax (418) 752-6935

LEONARD LOISEL & FILS INC.

General Contractor
R. B. Q.: 2155-8705-95

Foundations - Landscaping House lifting
Sale and delivery of sand and gravel

Office: 176 rue Saint-Pie-X,
Paspébiac (QC) GOC 2KO0
(418) 752-2028

Garage: 138 rue Day,
Paspébiac (QC) GOC 2KO0
(418) 752-5061

® Aldége Loisel: (418) 752-4331
Pascal Loisel: (418) 752-0048

Luc Loisel:  (418) 752-0407
©aloisel4305@gmail.com

Forage Moreau Inc.
418-392-9501
Mathieu Mercier - Driller/Owner

- Artesian Well Drilling
- Budgetary Price
- Bilingual Service
- RBQ: 5672-1467-01

foragemoreaumercier@gmail.com

Notaries and legal counsel

To reach the anglophone
population of the
Gaspé Peninsula, advertise
=S \/’\ in
/ The Gaspé Spec!
418-752-5400
specs@globetrotter.net

() OHMEGA

Going beyond and reliable since 1982

3 Rue Cerisiers

Gaspé, Québec G4X 2M1
Tel. (418) 368-5425

Fax (418) 368-7290
www.groupeohmega. com

Electricity - Plumbing
Automation
Industrial computing
Counter sales

Dr. Pascal Cyr
Optometrist

Dr. Stacey Starrak
Optometrist
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20

This week you are going to
take action on a project that
has been on your mind for
awhile, Aries. Trust your in-
stincts, but make sure you are
not moving too fast.
TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21
This week brings an opportu-
nity for intellectual pursuits,
Taurus. You might think to en-
roll in a higher education class
or a take a course on a specific
hobby that has been on your
mind.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21

Partnerships are key right
now, Gemini. You might want
to pursue new professional re-
lationships. Embrace your
ability and willingness to
adapt and facilitate change.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
You need to take care of your
body and mind, Cancer. Now
is as good a time as any to
begin this pursuit. Even small
adjustments can lead to long-
term health benefits.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, this is your week to look
into matters of self-expression
and creativity. Pour your en-
ergy into anything that gets

you excited. Your enthusiasm
may draw others in as well.
VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, home life takes center
stage this week, and you
might feel a strong desire to
nurture your space. Declutter-
ing and organizing could bring
more harmony to your home.
LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you are able to express
your thoughts with clarity and
charm, which is why personal
relationships often come easy
to you. This week you may
use this superpower to make
friends.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22

You may soon find yourself
reevaluating how you spend
your money or what you value
most in life, Scorpio. This is a
good time to check financial
goals and adjust them.
SAGITTARIUS -
23/Dec 21

There is a sense of fresh en-
ergy surrounding you this
week, Sagittarius. If you have
been putting off something,
now is the time to take the
leap.

CAPRICORN — Dec 22/Jan
20

Capricorn, focus on rest and
relaxation in the days ahead.

Nov

You have been putting in a lot
of work lately and now is a
time to focus on your inner
self and recharge.
AQUARIUS — Jan 21/Feb 18
Collaborations with others
could prove fruitful this week,
Aquarius. Don’t hesitate to
lean on your social network
when you need to get some-
thing done.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
You might be presented with a
way to take your professional
life to the next level, Pisces.
Strategize about how to move
forward in this regard, and
think through all decisions.

COAST ROUND-UP

COAST ROUND-UP: $8 per week
CLASSIFIED: $8 per week

HOPE:

Hope Baptist Church
Sundays: Sunday School
starting at 10 a.m. Worship
service beginning at 11
a.m.

NEW CARLISLE:

New Carlisle
Funeral Association
May 10: The New Carlisle
Funeral Association will be
having a Mother’s Day tea
at the New Carlisle town
hall from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost: adults $12 and chil-

dren under 10 will be $7.

NEW CARLISLE:

New Carlisle
Legion
Wednesdays: Shuffle
board beginning at 4 p.m.
Line Dancing beginning at

7:30 p.m. for $7.
Thursdays: Darts begin-

at 8 p.m. $1 per game.
Sundays: Singles Cribbage
tournament every Sunday
at 7 p.m. for five weeks,
starting March 9. Registra-
tion is $10, followed by $5
per player each week.
May 6: General meeting at
6 p.m. at 1 Mount Sorrel,
New Carlisle.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel
Meetings
Sundays: Breaking of
Bread for believers - 9:30
a.m., Gospel meeting and

Sunday School - 2 p.m.

Thursdays: Prayer Meet-
ing and Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Everyone welcome! For
more information: 418-
752-3372 or 418-752-6011.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES:
50+ Club

$10 for three cards. Extra
cards are $1 each.

April 19: A turkey dinner
will be held from 4 - 6 p.m.
cost: 13+ $20, 7-12 $10
and 0-6 is free.

May 11: A Mother's Day
brunch will be held be-
tween 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
cost: 13+ $20, 7-12 $10
and 0-6 is free.

April 21: Meeting at 6:30
p.m.

May 19: Meeting at 6:30
p.m.

June: No meeting.

June 15: A Father’s Day
brunch will be held from 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. Cost: 13+
$20, 7-12 $10, and 0-6 is
free.

July: No meeting sched-
uled.

September 20: A Harvest
Bingo will begin at 1 p.m. -
until finished, doors open at

beginning at 6:30 p.m.
October 19: Meeting be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m.
November 16: Meeting
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
December 21: Annual
General Meeting beginning
at 6:30 p.m.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES
Book Room

Please be advised that the

book room is open. Anyone

who needs assistance can

contact Kathleen at 418-

392-4896.

ROTARY CLUB
WINNERS:

The winner for March 1
is: Marie-Eve Verreault.

The winners for the
week of March 2 are:
Sylvie Duranleau, Marie-
Claude Allard, Gilles Pel-

Huguette Arsenault and
Samuel Binette.

The winners for the
week of March 9 are:
Alice Marsh, Suzanne Wil-
lett, Jean-Paul St-Onge,
Sylvie Leblanc, Marleene
Robertson, Hélene Poirier
and Jim McDonald.

The winners for the
week of March 16 are:
Linda Després, Dominigue
Cyr, Paul-Egide Cyr, Eric
Bonneau, Claude Trépanier,
Laurenne St-Onge and
Josée Poirier.

The winners for the
week of March 23 are:
Dawn-Marie Bujold, Diane
Bujold, Pneus, Jean-
Frangois Leblanc, Jean-
Claude Boudreau, Chantal
Landry and Maude Gos-
selin.

The winners for the
week of March 30 and

ning at 7 p.m. for $10. Tuesdays: Weekly bingo 12 p.m. letier, Lucien  Dickie, 31 are: Michelle Cayou-
Saturdays: Pool beginning every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. September 21: Meeting Catherine Coderre, ette, Jean-Paul St-Onge.
ANGLICAN CHURCH EASTER UNITED CHURCH

OF CANADA

Sunday. April 13

New Carlisle
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Port Daniel
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Thursday. April 17

New Carlisle
7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, April 18

New Carlisle
10 a.m. Stations of the cross
Hope Town
3 p.m. Good Friday
Saturday, April 19

Shigawake
7 p.m. Service

Sunday, April 20

New Carlisle
6 a.m. Sunrise Service
9 a.m. Easter Sunday Service
Port Daniel
11 a.m. Easter Sunday Service

Wershis € Celebrations

PARISH OF GASPE

Sunday. April 13

St. Pauls - Gaspe
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Thursday, April 17
St. Andrews - York
7 p.m. Maundy Thursday

Friday, April 18
St. Andrews - York
11 a.m. Service of the word

Saturday, April 19

St. Pauls - Gaspe
8 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Sunday. April 20
St. Andrews - York
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

New Richmond

10 a.m. Service

Hope Town
Sunday. April 13

10 a.m. Service

Sunday. April 20

10 a.m. Easter Sunday Service
with communion
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LOCAL BUSINESS

ADVERTISING
SPECIALS

CONTACT US TODAY
FOR DETAILS!

4 N

\_ /

Sales Manager
Emily Hocquard

e 418-752-5400

sales.gaspespec@gmail.com

152A Chemin de St-Edgar, New Richmond (Québec)

www.entreprisespec.com

AXIO

arpenteurs-géometres inc.
land surveyors

151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1EQ

Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géométre
C abag@axioag.com

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géometre
C glag@axioag.com

/ Membre de I'Ordre
A des Arpenteurs-Géométres du Québec

418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com
axioag.com

¥ WHAT MAKES US
_\.&S DRIVEN TO BE DIFFERENT?
&
>
E
ss

www.shipENERGY.com

DISCOVER MORE

Do you:

COURSE STARTS AUGUST 2025

WELDING AND FITTING

Register

» Have good shape perception?

+ Enjoy physical and manual tasks?

» Have good visual acuity, dexterity and
good execution precision?

» Have excellent powers of observation?

If so, WELDING is for you!

by August 2025
100%

placement rate

FREE
residence

1888 924-5050

ogpac.ca

Scholarships
available

Find out more at cegepgim.ca

Cégep de la Gaspésie
etdeslles

This banner
could be yours!

$1495/year

Payment plans
available

Y
. ¢
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