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Fred predicts an early sprlng

® NELSON SERGERIE

PERCE — The sky was cloudy
at dawn on February 2 when
Fred poked his nose out of his
house on the steps of the Val-
d'Espoir permaculture school
and signaled an early spring,
having not seen his shadow.

The famous groundhog
forecaster boasts the best
record, according to
Météomédia, with a 67% suc-
cess rate—well ahead of Sam
in Nova Scotia (58%), Phil in
the U.S. (42%), and Willie in
Ontario (33%).

“It was really special this
year. The sky was blue, but
there were clouds below and
we could see part of the sun.
Fred decided — I asked him
twice — Fred decided that
spring would come early,”
says Groundhog Day organ-
izer Roberto Blondin.

This year, Fred, making his
17th prediction, was calmer
than in previous years.

“It must be said that in
other years, it was much
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Roberto Blondin, founder of Groundhog Day in Val-d'Espoir,
listens to Fred's prediction.

colder. It all depends on how
he wakes up. It's by talking to
him and coaxing him that we
get him to make his predic-
tion,” said Mr. Blondin.

Before making his appear-
ance, Fred was resting in a
room at the school where
members of the organization
were “taking great care” to
wake him up gently.

After the prediction, he
was offered corn and water
before returning to hibernation
until spring.

Thanks to a partnership
with local Rona merchants,
the groundhog enjoyed a new
“residence” from which to
make his forecast.

Now that Fred’s fame is
well established, Mr. Blondin

Fihding joy/in winter
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Fred's new residence as he waits to make his prediction.

plans to expand the event.
“We had an opportunity to
do this, and now we need to
take the concept further. We're
going to work hard this sum-
mer, and I think we've come
up with something wonderful.
It's still for the children, the
heart of the village and fam-
ily,” says Mr. Blondin, who
doesn't want to say any more

RESTIGOUCHE-SUD-EST - Winter is a beautiful season in its own right, full of activities to amuse and enjoy. When you
are properly dressed, the cold can be invigorating, giving a person more energy compared to the oppressive heat of a sum-
mer day. In winter, you need to move—and that’s a good thing!

A scene like the one in the photo here can inspire creativity with snow. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see more of this kind
of artistry in our neighbourhood?
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about what's in store for the
18th prediction on February 2,
2027.

Fred made his announce-
ment in temperatures of minus
5°C with gusty north winds up
to 50 km/h, according to the
Cap-d’Espoir weather station.
Spectators were sheltered
from the wind chill by the
school.




Saint Mary’s Cement pays pollution fines,

invests $90M to improve plant operations

® GILLES GAGNE

PORT DANIEL —Saint Mary’s
Cement has paid $145,676 in
fines imposed by Quebec’s
Ministry of the Environment
for pollution infractions at its
Port-Daniel plant between
2020 and 2021, spokesperson
Justin Meloche confirmed. The
company did not pursue legal
challenges against the fines.

The Quebec Ministry of the
Environment imposed nine
fines totaling $145,676 on
Saint Mary’s Cement for air
and water pollution in the area
surrounding its cement plant in
Port-Daniel.

As for air pollution, the en-
vironmental audit took place in
February 2022, based on data
provided by the firm for the
years 2020 and 2021. Polluting
substance parameters exceeded
the standards by six times. Re-
garding water pollution, the vi-
olations were also on data
provided by the company and
covering the same years.

Saint Mary’s Cement’s Vin-
cent Meloche notes that “the
incidents in question occurred
either before or shortly after
Saint Mary’s Cement took con-
trol of the plant at the end of
April 2021. We have since in-
vested over $90 million and en-
hanced our processes to
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The Port-Daniel cement plant experienced several episodes of
polluting emissions between 2020 and 2022 inclusively.

improve plant operations—in-
cluding processes related to the
inspection and maintenance of
our equipment and the imple-
mentation of corrective meas-
ures when necessary—and to
make Saint Mary’s Cement a
model of environmental excel-
lence,” he writes.

It was the Brazilian giant
Votorantim Cimentos, which
already owned Saint Mary’s
Cement, that acquired a con-
trolling 83% stake in what was
then called McInnis Cement.

On April 30, 2021, when
the transaction was announced,
the Caisse de dépot et place-
ment du Québec (CDPQ), the
administrative entity managing

Quebecers’ public pension
plan, had been the controlling
shareholder of the Port-Daniel
plant since 2016. At that time,
the facility was still under con-
struction.

Environmental
monitoring committee

is keeping a close eye
on issues

Michel Chouinard, a mem-
ber of the Environmental Mon-
itoring Committee, which was
created to closely monitor the
issues arising from the opera-
tion of the cement plant, and
member of the Gaspé Penin-
sula and Magdalen Islands Re-

gional Environment Council’s
staff, is taking note of and ana-
lyzing the latest developments.

“These are issues, such as
exceeding standards, that have
been mentioned publicly on
numerous occasions since
2020 and 2021. It was the pro-
cessing time at the Ministry
that took so long. It takes a
court order for the company to
respond, hence the recent deci-
sion,” comments Mr.
Chouinard, who serves as a sci-
entific advisor to the Conseil
régional de I'environnement, or
Regional Environment Council
(CRE).

He specifies that relations
with Saint Mary’s Cement
were more strained in 2024 be-
fore improving in 2025.

“Statements from environ-
mental activists, and that’s their
role, had led to a kind of gag
order, with the company want-
ing things to be discussed in-
ternally. Representatives from
the Environmental Monitoring
Committee, who come from
the Water Council, the ZIP
Committee (Priority Interven-
tion Zone), Nature Québec,
and the Regional Environment
Council, reminded the com-
pany that keeping discussions
internal goes against the judg-
ment that led to the creation of
the Environmental Monitoring

Aircraft de-icing: an agreement
is signed between Quebec and Bonaventure

® NELSON SERGERIE
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BONAVENTURE — The Que-
bec government and the Town
of Bonaventure have reached a
three-year agreement for the
municipality to de-ice govern-
ment aircrafts, including the
ambulance aircraft, a decision
welcomed by mayor Pierre
Gagnon.

Quebec’s Government Aer-
ial Service had terminated the
agreement with Pascan last
spring because of the service’s
cost per de-icing operation, ac-
cording to the Ministry of
Transport. The Quebec Gov-
ernment Aerial Service had
only requested de-icing six
times out of 900 flights since
2022 for the ambulance air-
craft, and the total cost for the
period was $527,541, at an av-
erage of $88,000 per de-icing.

This time, the agreement
with Bonaventure includes a
flat fee of $20,000 for setting
up the service, a rate of $3,750
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The air ambulance will once again be de-iced at Bonaventure

Airport.

for each de-icing, plus a base
fee of $350 per call.

“I am very pleased to an-
nounce that de-icing will be of-
fered for the ambulance aircraft
at the Bonaventure airport. We
are talking about a 24/7 service
for patients in the Baie-des-
Chaleurs region,” comments
Catherine Blouin, Member of
the National Assembly (MNA)
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for the Bonaventure riding.
“It’s a little more than what
it costs with the neighbouring
airport (Rocher-Percé Airport),
but still, it’s significantly less
than what it cost with the pri-
vate partner,” adds Ms. Blouin.
In addition to the air ambu-
lance, all other aircrafts belong-
ing to the Government of
Quebec, through the Govern-

ment Air Service, will have ac-
cess to this service. The delay
in finalizing this agreement is
due to the fact that this is a first
between the Quebec govern-
ment and a municipality, and
the need to verify all legal av-
enues in this type of situation.

“We had to establish proce-
dural rules because we are talk-
ing about air transport. Very
strict safety regulations are re-
quired. The Ministry of Trans-
port has been there in recent
weeks to support the Town dur-
ing the transition with training,
and we will be lending build-
ings,” explains the elected offi-
cial.

The Town of Bonaventure
was forced to act to maintain
the service. “Indeed. We were
determined to resume it, and
today we succeeded, and we
are very pleased,” comments
mayor Pierre Gagnon, who de-
scribes the agreement as satis-
factory.

The de-icing equipment is
being leased from Pascan. “We

Committee,” Mr. Chouinard
insists.

Saint Mary’s Cement sub-
sequently restructured its rep-

resentation on the
Environmental =~ Monitoring
Committee, and tensions
eased.

“A bulletin will be pub-
lished as needed, and depend-
ing on the frequency of issues
of interest. The idea is for the
plant to become more inte-
grated into the community. We
emphasized to them (the com-
pany's management) the need
to focus more on public com-
munications. There were short-
comings," recalls Michel
Chouinard.

The Environmental Moni-
toring Committee attached to
the Port-Daniel cement plant
was formed following a 2015
court ruling stemming from a
request by the Quebec Envi-
ronmental Law Council.

The Port-Daniel cement
plant has been in production
since the spring of 2017. Its
history has been marked by
other infractions, half a dozen
in total, resulting in prior fines
of at least $35,000. In addition
to pollution and sticky emis-
sions during the summer of
2020, one of the cement plant's
truck loading silos seriously
overflowed on May 18, 2022.

are ready to begin,” he says, ac-
knowledging that this is not a
common occurrence for a mu-
nicipality.

“We are forward-thinking,
but we wanted to ensure we
could provide the service. We’ll
reassess after three years, but
we want to ensure the service is
offered,” the mayor states.

In addition to government
aircrafts, private commercial
planes will also be able to use
the service. “We have a signed
agreement with Pascan. We’re
committed because we lease
their equipment. We’ll also be
de-icing the planes of workers
departing from and arriving in
Bonaventure,” the mayor adds,
by way of example.

A petition to maintain the
service had garnered 13,496
signatures before the Christmas
break.

Incidentally, as of mid-De-
cember, ten de-icing operations
had taken place over the fall,
more than during the three pre-
vious winters combined.
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GASPE — A budget cut esti-
mated at $300,000, retroac-
tive to January 2025, is
forcing the Régie intermunic-
ipale de transport Gaspésie-
Iles-de-la-Madeleine
(REGIM) to rethink its future
service offering.

In December, the Quebec
government announced a re-
duction in the budget for the
Public Transit Development
Assistance Program, which
came as a complete surprise
to REGIM.

“We weren't given the
exact figure, but we estimate
it to be a little over $300,000
retroactive to January 1,
2025. Imagine that! We pro-
vided the service all year long
and were told that there
would be no changes, while
the services were rendered
and the bills were paid. We
can't go back,” says President
Daniel Coté.

This $300,000 will be
recorded in red ink in the
2025 financial statements.
Since 2022, RéGIM had
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Buses will run less frequently in certain areas.

drawn some $725,000 from
its accumulated surplus to
cover various costs, and to
balance its 2026 budget, it
had drawn $400,000.

“The rest of the cushion
must be used to balance the
2025 fiscal year. There is no
cushion left. If we want to
continue to offer service to
the majority of our customers,
we have to cut service where
there is less traffic and less
impact. There will be a real
reduction in service starting in
February,” explains Mr. Coté.

Route 22 between Chan-
dler and Gaspé will no longer

be direct; a transfer will be re-
quired in Percé.

Route 26 between Mur-
dochville and Gaspé will no
longer be offered on Fridays.

Route 31 between Chan-
dler and Percé will see the
number of departures reduced
from five to three per day, and
reservations will become
mandatory between Grande-
Riviére and Percé.

Reservations will also be-
come mandatory on Route 44
between Carleton-sur-Mer
and Matapédia.

The board of directors will
have to consider the medium-

term future.

“We will have some seri-
ous decisions to make, in-
cluding switching to
on-demand service rather
than regular routes. We have
had to put our fleet electrifi-
cation project on hold,” adds
Mr. Coté.

Electrification could be re-
vived because RéGIM has
federal funding in the pipeline
to do so. "This would allow
us to add services in more ur-
banized areas, but we're not
there yet. We're racking our
brains to balance the books,
especially this year, which
has been hell. This is the first
time we've had to make cuts,
which goes against our mis-
sion," the president continues.

It would be difficult to ask
more of the users who pay
$300,000 in fares to board the
buses. "If we wanted to main-
tain the same service, we
would have to double the
ticket price. And if we dou-
bled the price of tickets, we
might not have any customers
left. We would be penalizing
certain customers. Those who
could afford it would go back

to driving alone," says Mr.
Coté.

However, shuttles to ski
resorts and the one to Forillon
last summer are self-financed,
which means they are not at
risk in the short term. “All ex-
penses are paid by the part-
ners. It's at no cost to
RéGIM,” he said.

Paratransit, the service of-
fered to people with reduced
mobility, is spared for the mo-
ment. "We can do it for 2026,
but we can't guarantee any-
thing for 2027 if we continue
to be penalized in this way. If,
on top of that, gas tax rev-
enues continue to decline,
which we fear, and if trans-
portation contracts increase,
at some point we won't know
where we stand," says the
president.

“The last thing we're going
to cut is paratransit, and we
hope we never have to do so.
But if Quebec makes the
same calculation and cuts
funding, we can't work mira-
cles with money we don't
have. However, at present,
there are no cuts to paratran-
sit,” Mr. Coté reiterates.

Catherine Blouin intervenes to help RéGIM

® NELSON SERGERIE

CARLETON-SUR-MER —
On January 29, the Member
of the National Assembly
(MNA) for Bonaventure,
Catherine Blouin, met with
the Minister of Finance, Eric
Girard, to seek a solution for
the Régie intermunicipale de
transport Gaspésie-iles-de-la-
Madeleine (RéGIM), which
saw its government funding
cut by $300,000, retroactive
to January 2025.

RéGIM president Daniel
Coté expressed concern fol-
lowing the announcement
made in December.

“This is not good news. |
discussed it with the Minister
of Finance. We reiterated the
importance of this service in
a region where services are
often far away and where
people have to travel by car,”
says Catherine Blouin.

The issue will be closely
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The Member of the National Assembly (MNA) for Bonaventure
intervened with the Minister of Finance regarding the ReGIM.

monitored by the MNA, who
says she intends to continue
advocating on RéGIM’s be-
half.

“I will continue to defend
this issue and raise awareness
of our needs and realities,
which are not the same as
elsewhere in Quebec,” she
adds.

The Coalition Avenir

Québec (CAQ) MNA also in-
vited the region’s MRCs to
submit resolutions to the
Ministry of Transport de-
nouncing the funding cut.
Nevertheless, the elected
official defended the govern-
ment’s broader approach.
"At the provincial level,
changes had to be made to
ensure the sustainability of

Innovative?

Analytical?

this program. To ensure eq-
uity between regions and
greater consistency in spend-
ing. I can understand the ad-
justments, but when you look
at the impact in the Gaspésie,
it's certainly disappointing.
We will continue to make
representations to explain
how things are going here,"
says Ms. Blouin.

Major impacts

This significant reduction
in operating funds has forced
RéGIM to rethink its service
offering.

Since February 2, Route
22 between Chandler and
Gaspé is no longer direct,
with a transfer now required
in Percé.

Route 26 between Mur-
dochville and Gaspé is no
longer offered on Fridays.

Route 31 between Chan-
dler and Percé has seen its

your) true
nature
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daily departures reduced
from five to three, and reser-
vations are now mandatory
between Grande-Riviere and
Percé.

Reservations are also
mandatory on Route 44 be-
tween Carleton-sur-Mer and
Matapédia.

RéGIM’s board of direc-
tors will now have to con-
sider the service’s
medium-term future in order
to maintain operations.

The $300,000 cut will be
recorded as a deficit in the
organization’s 2025 financial
statements. Since 2022,
RéGIM has drawn approxi-
mately $725,000 from its ac-
cumulated surplus to cover
various costs. To balance its
2026 budget, it has already
used an additional $400,000.

As a result, the organiza-
tion no longer has a surplus
to absorb potential future
deficits.

Learn more at
cegepgim.ca

Cégep de la Gaspésie
et des lles

GASPE CAMPUS




Editorial section

Penny MacWhirter

Guest
Commentary

Is privacy no
longer the norm?

Do you feel that your privacy is respected? Online,
at the hospital, or at the bank are just a few of the
places that you might be concerned about your pri-
vacy.

In 2026, privacy is a legitimate concern, consid-
ering the number of data breaches we hear about.
But it seems that while we’re busy worrying about
our online identities being stolen, privacy in our
daily lives is disappearing. That privacy is essential
in maintaining relationships, dignity, a sense of

identity and of course, boundaries.

Following a recent illness which led to multiple
medical appointments and hospital stays, [ was left
with a serious concern for my privacy. Is it really
the patient’s responsibility to remind medical staff
that we are entitled to privacy and our dignity? That
patient who is being pumped full of painkillers and
experiencing the worst day of their life, must also
remind the staff to shut doors and curtains? It
seems to me that those working in the healthcare
field should be aware of privacy concerns. Does
the staff have the right to provide your full name
and entire chart out loud for the dozen or so patients
sharing the space to hear?

A visit to a federal government office this month
also left me feeling exposed. There was a “check
in” booth situated right next to the waiting room. At
that booth, you are asked the purpose of your visit.
A simple “online account issue” was not sufficient.
They needed my full name along with the details
regarding the issue I was having with my account.

I couldn’t help but wonder why it wasn’t a “take a
number” situation like many other government
agencies. To get my turn with an agent, [ provided
more information than I was comfortable giving, in
front of five other people sitting in the waiting room
only mere steps away. [ was also privy to a lot of
other people’s situations, “I was laid off”, “I’m on
sick leave because...” to name a few.

And what about when you go to the post office
and get asked about your shopping habits or what’s
in your parcel? Is that just considered being friendly
nowadays?

Privacy remains a fundamental human right in
Canada, recognized in the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, as well as being protected by
international law. In addition, the federal govern-
ment and many provincial governments have either
clamped down on their privacy laws or are amid
doing so. But does society really care? Perhaps we
have reached a point where much of the population
no longer values respecting privacy.

Cynthia Dow

Guest
Commentary

Pierre Poilievre’s
out-dated version of Canada

I watched Pierre Poilievre’s speech to the delegates
at the Conservative Party convention on January 30
with great interest. I am no fan of his, but I wanted
to see if he was able to change his rather negative
tone.

And it does seem that he has managed to do that,
at least during the almost-hour long campaign-style
delivery which focused a lot on hope. Not once did
he say “Canada is broken” which used to be his old
refrain.

However, in my opinion the Canada he is talking
about has not existed for some time.

Not once did I hear the words “Indigenous” or
“First Nations” or “First Peoples” leave his lips. In
fact, it is obvious Mr. Poilievre would like to live in
a settler-biased regime which continues to celebrate
one of his heroes, Canada’s first Prime Minister,
John A. MacDonald.

Yes, MacDonald was a true Father of Confeder-
ation. But also the man who instituted residential
schools, implemented policies to starve Indigenous
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people until they agreed to move off their ancestral
lands, and put in place the Chinese head tax. Statues
of MacDonald have been toppled here and there
across the country because of these controversial
legacies.

But in Mr. Poilievre’s own words: “.... we will
celebrate rather than tear down our heroes in history.
Our museums and heritage programs will tell the
unvarnished truth that Conservatives have known
all along: this is the greatest country on Earth pre-
cisely because of the goodness of those people who
came here and sacrificed before us.” (The emphasis
is mine).

No place for the “unvarnished truth” of the dam-
age done to our country and all its peoples by Colo-
nialism and white supremacist attitudes.

It gets worse: “We will also protect the freedoms
of law-abiding people with a new castle law that al-
lows you to take whatever action necessary to pro-
tect your family against home invaders.” (The
emphasis is mine).

No doubt this is an allusion to the murder of a
young Cree man, Colten Boushie, on a prairie farm
in 2016. I guess it’s open season on any Indigenous
person who strays onto settler-owned land. Hon-
estly, it sounds like politics from the Wild West of
the 1800s.

Mr. Poilievre has also taken a leaf out of the
Trump playbook, by alluding to immigrants as crim-
inals. In his own words: “We will deport criminals,
end fraud, end abuse and handouts to phony

refugees. We will no longer allow foreign conflicts
to spill onto our streets.”

In effect, studies have shown that immigrants are
much less likely to engage in criminal activities than
those born in Canada. This is an irrefutable fact.

I guess the nod to Trump-style politics should not
come as a surprise. As late as last December, a full
year after Trump started making his “51st state”
comments, an EKOS Research poll indicated that
50% of Conservatives approved of the US Presi-
dent. That’s a shocking difference from the 2% of
Liberals and 5% of NDP supporters who were will-
ing to say the same.

Finally, not one word was said in his speech
about climate change and the incredible destruction
it has brought and will continue to bring to so many
Canadian communities as the Earth heats up. Of
course, there was lots of support for the oil business
which got us into this dire situation in the first place.

Finally, either Poilievre does not know his recent
history or he lied. He maintained that there had
never been a separatist crisis under a Conservative
government. | guess he has forgotten the Meach
Lake fiasco overseen by Brian Mulroney in the late
1980s.

This man is not a leader for the 21st Century. His
attitudes are based on an old white man/cowboy/
drill-baby-drill image of this country that no longer
exists. We cannot move forward into a healthy,
promising future with such a backward-looking di-
nosaur.
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1'Jolice Report

Bryan Lafontaine, charged with attempted murder,
will come back to court on March 11

Bryan Lafontaine, 39, from the Percé area of Cape Cove who faces charges of
attempted murder following a January 18 incident in Paspebiac, will return to
the New Carlisle courthouse in March for his case follow-up hearing. He last
appeared in court on January 27.

“His case has been adjourned until March 11 for procedural reasons; he re-
mains in custody for the time being. He will be able to decide at that time
whether or not he wants to hold a bail hearing. Attorney Caroline Bérubé of
Rimouski is now representing him. Other charges will be laid against him be-
fore then (his next court appearance),” points out criminal prosecutor Maxime
Rocheville Paradis.

The murder attempt occurred on the afternoon of January 18. After leav-
ing the building, the accused was arrested hours later by the police on a snow-
mobile trail, following a routine check. He faces charges of attempted murder,
as the victim sustained injuries to the neck during the attack, break and enter,
forcible confinement, assault with a weapon, aggravated assault, breach of
condition, because he was supposed to stay in the judicial district of Gaspé and
refrain from communicating with the victim, and a second breach of condition
charge because he was not supposed to be within a distance of 50 metres from
her.

The victim was slightly injured. Her hospital stay was short. Maxime
Rocheville Paradis did not say when he will lay other accusations against Bryan
Lafontaine, and the nature of the charges. The man had a substantial criminal
record before the January 18 events.

Douglas Quirion case postponed until March 10

The case of Douglas Quirion, 63, of Gaspé, convicted of two counts of sex-
ual assault against a minor, has been adjourned until March 10. Judge Céles-
tine Almeida will rule on the defence’s request to review a neuropsychological
report on that date. A pre-sentencing analysis has already been completed.

At his trial, Douglas Quirion was found guilty of sexually assaulting one of
the two victims. The six charges related to the second victim were dropped.
According to CHNC, the judge believed this second victim but acquitted the
accused on those charges due to uncertainties in her testimony that raised rea-
sonable doubt.

Young man gets $1,093 fine after leaving car too close to the tracks

On Wednesday, January 29, at approximately 7:40 p.m., the Streté du Québec
officers of the Matapedia police detachment were called to the area of Chemin
de la Branche-Nord and Boulevard Perron in Saint-André-de-Restigouche fol-
lowing a collision between a CN freight train and a vehicle. Information gath-
ered indicates that the vehicle was stopped near the railway tracks at the time
of the incident. The train's step made contact with the vehicle. The collision
occurred at low speed. The vehicle sustained significant material damage, but
no injuries were reported.

“The exact spot where the collision occurred is a parking lot that is usually
cleared of snow and it wasn’t that evening,” explains Streté du Québec com-
munication officer Frédéric Deshaies.

As part of the follow-up to the incident, police officers interviewed the ve-
hicle's owner on Saturday, January 31. He is a 20-year-old man from St-
Francois-d'Assise. He was issued a ticket for leaving the scene of an accident,
along with a fine of $1,093 and nine demerit points. The police did not re-
lease information as to where the driver was when the train smashed his car,
which was stuck in the snow. He could have been close to the scene.

The parking lot is often used by Canadian National Rail to store old railroad
ties. It used to be the location of the Saint-Alexis station, which was moved a
few kilometres to the east in the mid-1980s. The parking lot is situated just
west of Mann Settlement. The way municipal limits were determined makes it
a part of Saint-André-de-Restigouche, a back-country village located 12 kilo-
metres away from Route 132.

That collision occurred 17 days after Ontario truckers parked their trailers
too close to the tracks in Saint-Alexandre-de-Kamouraska, which caused the
derailment of a VIA Rail passenger train.

Carleton’s Ecole Bourg closed for a long time following fire

A fire on the morning of
January 26 caused exten-
sive damage to FEcole §
Bourg Carleton, forcing @
the school to close for an |§
undetermined period of
time and sending home

172 students  from =
kindergarten to grade 6. |

Twenty firefighters §
from  Catleton and P
neighbouring communi-
ties responded. The alarm was raised at 9:15 a.m., and the children were taken
to the Quai des Arts concert hall, where they waited for their parents to pick
them up.

The fire prompted a community-wide effort to provide winter clothing for
the students, who had left their belongings at the school. Classes resumed on
February 5 at Maria’s Saint-Paul School, which had sufficient space to accom-
modate the students.

According to Avignon—FEast fire chief Marc Coté, a cleaning machine in
the school’s basement mechanical room caused the fire. (Photo: Gilles Gagné)

Patrice Jolicoeur’s sentence postponed until March 10

Patrice Jolicoeur, 60, of Rimouski and originally from Carleton, had his sen-
tencing hearing postponed until March 10. He was convicted in May 2025 of
seven counts of sexual assault against a minor under 16.

Mr. Jolicoeur has a new lawyer who is unavailable until March due to pro-
fessional commitments. The criminal prosecutor objected, despite Judge Jan-
ick Poirier previously warning on November 25 that there would be no further
postponements, with or without legal representation.

The judge granted the defence's request, citing the importance of the right
to counsel and the seriousness of the sentence. The judge also granted the re-
quest, which, moreover, may provide a more solid basis for the final decision.

On November 25, the criminal prosecutor had suggested a sentence of six
to seven years. According to CHNC, the victim had read a lengthy account de-
tailing the impact of the repeated assaults on her life. The events the suspect
is accused of took place between 2003 and 2007.

Five-vehicle collision occurs on J.C. Van Horne bridge

A multi-vehicle accident occurred on the afternoon of February 3 on the J.C.
Van Horne bridge between Pointe-a-la-Croix and Campbellton, five vehicles
were involved. The Listuguj Police, the Campbellton RCMP, and local emer-
gency services responded, as the accident occurred at the New Brunswick end
of the bridge.

Police said the collision was caused by a driver stopping on the bridge,
which is prohibited. The Listuguj Police department issued a message re-
minding drivers that they must not stop on the bridge for safety reasons, as in-
dicated by clear signs at each end of the structure.

Photo: Facebook

Gaspé still lacking precipitation

® NELSON SERGERIE

GASPE — Regular snowfall in
January was not enough to
reach normal precipitation lev-
els for the month, despite
Gaspé receiving above average
snowfall.

According to Environment
Canada data, about 72 mil-
limetres of water equivalent
fell at Michel-Pouliot Airport,
which is 16 millimetres below

the normal level of 88 millime-
tres.

However, 93 centimetres of
snow were measured, which
exceeds the normal level of 80
centimetres.

The 34 centimetres on Jan-
uary 1 and 2, and the 22 cen-
timetres on January 11, set the
tone.

Since the beginning of the
cold season, 165 centimetres of
snow have been measured in

Gaspé, compared with the nor-
mal total of 188 centimetres.

Since June, every month
has seen a precipitation deficit,
causing issues with the drink-
ing water supply, particularly
for residents who rely on arte-
sian wells.

Temperatures were close to
normal, with an average of -
10.8 C, compared with the nor-
mal average of -11.1 C, despite
a cold start to the month.

Photo: N. Sergerie

Snow removal crews are busy at the start of the year.
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Percé councillors to receive attendance fees

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PERCE — Percé councillors
will now receive $50 in atten-
dance fees when they partici-
pate in various town
committees.

The council presented a
notice of motion at the Febru-
ary 3 meeting held at the Cap-
d'Espoir community centre to
amend the Bylaw on the re-
muneration of elected offi-
cials.

“As in many municipali-
ties, each attendance is remu-
nerated. This is to encourage
councillors' participation and
recognize the work they do
on various committees,” ex-
plains Mayor Daniel Leboeuf.

“It's not excessive. Their
remuneration is indexed an-
nually. We encourage coun-
cillors to get involved,” the
mayor continues.

There was no problem
with absenteeism among the

Photo: N. Sergerie

Percé  Mayor  Daniel
Leboeuf during the Febru-
ary 3 meeting at the Cap-
d'Espoir community centre.

various committees on which
elected officials sit. The new
remuneration is expected to
cost between $10,000 and
$12,000 in the municipal
budget.

The mayor will not be en-

titled to these fees, as he is
automatically required to par-
ticipate.

Continuation of the
reorganization at
municipal offices

Continuing with the im-
plementation of the recom-
mendations of the
organizational  assessment
commissioned in 2025 on the
management of the munici-
pality, the town is reviewing
the administrative structure of
the Public Works Depart-
ment.

The position of Public
Works coordinator is being
abolished and a position of
assistant general manager re-
sponsible for Public Works,
as well as a foreman position,
are being created. The new
structure is intended to in-
crease flexibility.

“The assistant general
manager of Public Works has

the same duties as the previ-
ous manager. It's a different
title, but he has other skills
that he can use, particularly in
contract management,” ex-
plains the mayor.

As assistant general man-
ager, he will have spending
authority of up to $25,000
without consulting the coun-
cil.

This new position will
also have another advantage.

"Why did we decide to
transform this position? Be-
cause in the event of an ab-
sence in senior management,
the assistant general manager
of public works will be able
to perform many of the duties
of the general manager. The
municipality will not be par-
alyzed," explains the mayor,
recalling that Percé has had
five directors general in the
last five years.

Jason Quirion was chosen
by council to fill the foreman
position, a management role.

Chandler is working to expand its

® NELSON SERGERIE

CHANDLER — The Town of
Chandler is continuing its ef-
forts to expand its industrial
park, which is currently at full
capacity.

The council has mandated
an environmental firm to
evaluate various aspects of
extending Rue du Parc.

“We had already identified
several plots of land because
we have received several re-
quests from industries. In the

past, people said that the in-
dustrial park had been built
for nothing. Now it is full and
we have additional requests.
We have already subdivided
the land and are now conduct-
ing soil tests, ecological char-
acterizations, and
environmental assessments,”
says Mayor Gilles Daraiche.
When the 2026 budget
was tabled, the town included
the extension of Rue du Parc
in its plans, a project esti-
mated at $60,000. Eleven ad-

ditional plots of land will be
available.

Meanwhile, the eight plots
of land identified on the for-
mer Gaspésia site for con-
struction are not yet available.

“There are still some tech-
nical issues to be resolved be-
fore they can be put up for
sale,” says the mayor, who
pointed out that there are re-
quests for potential acquisi-
tions.

Last summer, the town
commissioned a characteriza-

Destination Gaspé without general management

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE — Destination Gaspé is now without an ex-
ecutive director following the departure of Pascale
Rémillard, who had held the position since February

2023.

In an email obtained by SPEC and sent to
tourism stakeholders who are members of the ot-
ganization, the board of directors wrote: "We would
like to inform you that following discussions with the

destination »

gaspe

board of directors, Destination Gaspé and Ms. Pas-

cale Rémillard have agreed to terminate her mandate

as executive director. "

tain.

The note did not provide further details on the

reasons for this decision.

Photo: Taken from Facebook

Destination Gaspé no longer has a cap-

“The board of directors would like to sincerely thank Ms. Pascale Rémillard for her contribution
over the past few years, particularly with regard to the development of structuring projects for the des-
tination, the promotion of Gaspé, and the visibility of our community,” the note reads.

Interim management will be provided by the Town of Gaspé's Director General, Jocelyn Villeneuve,
to ensure the continuity of Destination Gaspé's activities and services. Igor Urban will remain in his
position as assistant executive director. The terms and conditions of operation will be communicated

in the coming weeks.

When asked to comment on this decision, Gaspé Mayor Daniel Coté declined to get involved, stat-
ing that it was a human resources matter.

Pascale Rémillard succeeded Stéphane Sainte-Croix as director after he was elected Member of the
National Assembly for Gaspé in October 2022. Mr. Sainte-Croix was the organization's first director
in 2018, when the town decided to remove tourism responsibilities from the Gaspé Chamber of Com-
merce and Tourism following complaints from stakeholders in the toutism industry.
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He has served as service co-
ordinator since 2024.

Work on
Val-d'Espoir road

With financial support
from the Quebec government,
Percé plans to rebuild Val-
d'Espoir road, a two-phase
project totaling $9.9 million.

The first step has been
taken with the adoption of
two resolutions totaling
$157,000 to prepare the calls
for tenders for the reconstruc-
tion work.

“The firm Tetra Tech has
been commissioned to de-
velop a service offer. It will
take samples and determine
the work to be done, which
can then be submitted for ten-
der. It takes engineers to draw
up a work plan, put a figure
on it, and go out for bids,”
says the mayor, who has not
ruled out carrying out both
phases in a single stage.

industrial park

tion study to determine the
construction possibilities on
these sites and assess the level
of  contamination  after
decades of paper mill opera-
tions in the heart of the town.

The street’s appeal is
growing with the recent ar-
rival of a pastry shop, a pizze-
ria, and a barber shop.

Donation policy

After mentioning in Janu-
ary a possible tightening of its
donation policy, the Town of
Chandler moved from words
to action to better regulate it.

“People will have to apply
and meet certain criteria,”
says Mr. Daraiche. An analy-

sis will be conducted once an
application is received.

“At one point, it had be-
come too broad. We were get-
ting all kinds of unimaginable
requests. Even people who
weren't from here were asking
for donations. We had to reg-
ulate it,” the elected official
continued.

The town promises to con-
tinue giving an equivalent
amount under the new policy.

“We are trying to give
mainly to our local organiza-
tions, to activities that will
take place in the municipality
to support economic develop-
ment,” says the mayor. The
education sector will also be
supported in its projects.

The War Amps

Youcan
empower

child
amputees

by providing
them with the
artificial limbs
they need to lead
independent and
active lives.

See your impact
at waramps.ca




Ferry service to Anticosti
and the North Shore: a first concrete step

® NELSON SERGERIE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

GASPE — The promoters for
the Gaspé-Anticosti-Havre-
Saint-Pierre ferry service esti-
mate that the maritime link
could generate $39 million in
economic spinoffs annually.

Given these results, un-
veiled by the firm Aviseo, and
the socio-economic benefits
for the three sectors, the Port
of Havre-Saint-Pierre Corpo-
ration and the Cote-de-Gaspé
and Minganie MRCs are ask-
ing the Quebec provincial
government to move forward
with implementation.

According to the study, the
shuttle's anticipated average
annual deficit is $6.7 million
for the first five years of oper-
ation, but tax and parafiscal
revenues for Quebec would
exceed $12.5 million. The
partners also note that all
crossings in Quebec are oper-
ating at a deficit.

The study outlines a gover-
nance structure for a non-
profit model in which strategic
decisions are made locally,
while day-to-day operations
are entrusted to a specialized
operator. Port authorities, mu-
nicipalities, and First Nations
must be active stakeholders in
the decision-making process.

The additional tourism
spending related to the ferry
would be $11.4 million for
Quebec. In total, 537 jobs
would be supported annually
in the provincial economy
with the implementation of
this maritime link, not to men-
tion the long-awaited accessi-
bility to Anticosti Island, a
UNESCO World Heritage
Site. According to calcula-
tions, 39,200 passengers could
board the ship.

For economic and political
stakeholders, it's worth the ef-
fort.

"It's been worth the effort
for over 30 years. At the port
of Havre-Saint-Pierre, we
haven't been piloting (the proj-
ect) for nothing for the past
four years. It's clear that a
structuring project in two re-

The port of Havre-Saint-Pierre.

mote regions is the icing on
the cake. Not only is it viable,
but it is also economically
profitable for Quebec," says
port director Odessa Thériault.

"Yes, it's worth it, because
the region's dynamism is rep-
resentative. We are few, but
we are worth a lot. There is a
need to occupy the territory.
It's through major projects like
this that we're going to make
people want to come to the
North Shore or the South
Shore and integrate. We have
to exploit it and make it
known," adds Anticosti Mayor
Héléne Boulanger.

"If we've taken all these
steps, it shows how important
it is for our region. We're turn-
ing the question back to the
government: how important is
regional development to
them? We're convinced that it
s, points out Meggie
Richard, prefect of the Min-
ganie MRC.

The studies were presented
to the Quebec government in
recent weeks. The ball is now
in the government’s court.

"All of the next steps will
depend on the government's
position. The next steps de-
pend on a yes or no. That's
where we are now," explains
Ms. Thériault.

Infrastructure investments
will have to be made in Havre-
Saint-Pierre and Anticosti to
accommodate a future ferry.

“These steps cannot move
forward without a commit-

Suzanne Landry
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24 years experience

ment from the government,”
continues Ms. Thériault,
which explains why the part-
ners do not want to set a date
for the ferry to begin service.

However, once a positive
signal is received from the
Quebec government, the tar-
get timeframe for the first
crossing is four to seven years.

With the purchase of a ship
at an estimated cost of $20
million, plus the work to be
done, the project partners do
not want to put an overall fig-
ure on the investment required
to get it up and running.

"It's an interesting ques-
tion, but if I say we need that
much, the following week, no
one will answer me. One
study will lead to another, and
they will add up, and the total
amount will be impressive.
We'll get approvals as we go

Photo: Port of Havre-Saint-Pierre

along. If we ask for the whole
pie at once, they'll say we're
crazy. We have to break it
down to get a hearing," ex-
plains Ms. Boulanger.

The prefect of Cote-de-
Gaspé MRC believes that
Gaspé could benefit from de-
veloping trade with Anticosti
and the North Shore, as it is an
important commercial hub.

“We have a good pool of
commercial enterprises. Think
of car dealerships, hardware
stores, food distribution where
(Anticosti’s) commercial fab-
ric is less developed, which
we can't do right now,” says
Daniel Coté, noting that there
are only 70 kilometres be-
tween the tip of the peninsula
and the island.

The daily service between
Havre-Saint-Pierre, Anticosti
Island, and Riviére-au-Renard

would operate for a minimum
of 160 days per year, from
June to November. The roll-
on/roll-off vessel will be able
to carry up to 350 passengers,
between 55 and 65 cars, and
between 10 and 15 trucks for
freight transport. The ferry
would depart from Havre-
Saint-Pierre and take 7.5
hours to reach Anticosti, make
a 4-hour stopover, and take 5
additional hours of navigation
before docking at Riviére-au-
Renard. The return trip would
take place the following day.

This idea comes 30 years
after the failure of the ferry
service between Riviere-au-
Renard, Anticosti and the
North Shore between 1994
and 1996, inclusively. The
project entered a new chapter
in 2014. Philippe Couillard's
Liberal government commis-
sioned a feasibility study pub-
lished in April 2019, which
concluded that such a ferry
service using a used vessel
would have generated an op-
erating deficit of $7.5 million
for the years 2025-2030, a bill
that would have risen to $12.9
million with a new vessel. In-
frastructure costs with the use
of a new ship were estimated
at $136 million, compared to
$44 million with a used ship.

Infrastructure  improve-
ments were estimated at $5
million in Riviére-au-Renard,
$4.3 million in Havre-Saint-
Pierre, and $6 million in Port
Menier, Anticosti.

|
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AVIS DE VENTE
AVIGNON

AVIS PUBLIC est, par les présentes, donné par le soussigné, David Bourdages, en sa qualité de greffier-trésorier de la Municipalité Régionale de Comté Avi—gnon,
que les immeubles ci-aprés désignés seront vendus a I'enchére publique, selon les dispositions du Code municipal, au bureau de la MRC, 473, boulevard Perron,
Maria (Québec), GOC 1YO0, le neuviéme jour du mois d’avril 2026 (9 avril 2026) a 10 h a.m. pour satisfaire aux taxes municipales et scolaires impay¢es, avec
intéréts, pénalité, et frais encours, a moins que ces taxes, intéréts, pénalité et frais ne soient payés avant la vente (selon les sommes qui seront dues au moment du
paiement).

Ces immeubles seront vendus avec batisses dessus construites, s'il y a lieu, circonstances et dépendan—ces, sujets a toutes servitudes actives ou passives, appar-
entes ou occultes pouvant les affecter.

Le prix de I'adjudication et les frais de chacun de ces immeubles seront payables au moment de I'adjudication soit en monnaie 1égale du Canada ou par chéque
visé ou mandat poste.

Les immeubles acquis dans le cadre de la vente pour taxes sont assujettis a un droit de retrait pendant une période d’un (1) an suivant la date d’adjudication (art.
1057 et suivants du Code municipal).

Note importante — Pour éviter la vente d’un immeuble, un paiement complet (capital, intéréts, pénalité et frais) doit étre fait directement a la MRC Avignon. Si
le paiement est fait par voie électronique, il appartient a la personne concernée, d’une part, de s’informer aupres de la MRC du montant total di (2 la date du
paiement) en capital, intéréts, pénalité et frais et, d’autre part, d’en informer la MRC (en faisant clairement la preuve du paiement) pour que le processus puisse
étre interrompu.

AVIS IMPORTANT POUR TOUTE PERSONNE DEVANT SE PORTER ADJUDICATAIRE D’UN IMMEUBLE

La taxe fédérale sur les produits et services (TPS) et la taxe de vente provinciale (TVQ) s’appliquent a la vente pour taxes sauf s’il s’agit d’un immeuble d’habi-
tation. ’adjudicataire d’un immeuble taxable qui est un inscrit aupres des gouvernements eu égard a ces taxes doit fournir ses numéros d’inscription ainsi que la
preuve que ceux-ci sont valides le jour de I’adjudication. Une version imprimée des sites gouvernementaux ou cette validation aura été faite le jour de 1’adjudi-
cation devra étre remise lors du paiement du prix de vente de son adjudication. La validation doit étre faite sur les sites Web suivants : http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/esrve-
srvce/tx/bsnss/gsthstrgstry/menu-fra.html http:/www.revenuquebec.ca/fr/sepf/services/sgp validation tvg/default.aspx

Conditions pour enchérir Personne physique : (piéce d’identité) - Nom, date de naissance, adresse résidentielle compléte et postale, s’il y a lieu, mandat ou
procuration si elle représente une autre personne physique. Personne morale : Nom, forme juridique et loi constitutive (no NEQ), adresse compléte et postale
du siége social, s’il y a lieu ET Pour le représentant d’une personne morale : (picce d’identité¢) — Nom, qualité du représentant (mandataire), copie de la piece
justificative I’autorisant a agir (ex : résolution, mandat, procuration ou autre).

Mode de paiement : Argent comptant, mandat poste, traite ou mandat bancaire ou cheque vis¢ fait a I’ordre de la MRC Avignon.

Donné a Maria, au bureau de la Municipalité Régionale de Comté d'Avignon, ce 6e jour de février 2026 (2026-02-06).

David Bourdages

Directeur général et greffier-trésorier
MRC d'Avignon

473, boulevard Perron

Maria (Québec) GOC 1Y0

SECTEUR L’ASCENSION-DE-PATAPEDIA

HERNANDEZ ORELLANA, Salvador Isaac, & CARON
BARNS, Stéphanie. 5, route du Chamberland. Matricule
2310-78-0860.

TOTAL: 2,711.79 $

SECTEUR MATAPEDIA

CHABOT, Danie. 242, chemin Riverside. Matricule 4513-
70-9773.

KENNY, Michel. 143, boulevard Perron. Matricule 1435-
82-6783.

Lot 4 733 141 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
ciére de Bonaventure 2.

Lot 5 630 485 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
Lot 5 463 915 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon- ciére de Bonaventure 2.

ciére de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  2,456.79 $ MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 836.51%
MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 842.44 % TAXES SCOLAIRES : 243.99 $ TAXES SCOLAIRES : 26.64 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 278.10 § FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $ FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $ TOTAL : 2,907.57 % TOTAL : 1,069.94 $
TOTAL : 1,327.33 §

LABRIE, Guy. Rue des Grands-Ducs. Matricule 1839-
45-6786.

OLSCAMP, Guy. 17, rue du Ruisselet. Matricule 4515-
35-3916.

SECTEUR MARIA

BEAULIEU-LEFEBVRE, Vanessa. 493, rue des Sittelles.
Matricule 1738-16-2958.

Lot 4 733 544 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
ciére de Bonaventure 2.

Lot 5 630 608 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
ciére de Bonaventure 2.
Lot 4 732 924 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-

ciére de Bonaventure 2. MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  167.11$ MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  1,366.08 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$ TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  2,378.47 $ FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $ FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $

TAXES SCOLAIRES : 101.74 $ TOTAL : 373.90 $ TOTAL : 1,572.87$

FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $

TOTAL : 2,687.00 $

BOURGOIN, Louis. 82, rue des Etourneaux. Matricule
1738-47-0849.

Lot 4 733 128 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
ciere de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  2,406.58 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 98.42 §
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
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PORLIER, Léopold. Boulevard Perron. Matricule 1434-
45-3563.

Lot 4 732 752 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fon-
ciere de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 450.75 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 657.54 $

SECTEUR NOUVELLE

BERNARD, Jonathan. Rue des Erables Est. Matricule
9133-32-7638.

Lots 5 874 987, 5 875 626, 5 875 627, 5 875 631, 5 875 635
& 5875 636 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 1,897.27 $



TAXES SCOLAIRES : 163.03 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 2,267.09 $

SECTEUR POINTE-A-LA-CROIX

BOUDREAU, Mélanie. 568, chemin de la Petite-Riviére-
du-Loup. Matricule 6228-89-1942.

Lot 6 177 876 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 2,058.43 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 116.85 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 2,382.07 $

CAISSY, Mike, 86, boulevard Interprovincial. Matricule
6420-67-7819.

Lot 6 178 336 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 39837 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 605.16 $

CHAMBERLAIN, Danny. 10, rue Blais. Matricule 6421-
40-6248.

Lot 6 178 176 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 241.98 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 448.77 $

HACHE, Nadine. 27, rue Sarto. Matricule 6520-61-7539.

Lot 6 178 417 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 481.80 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 688.59 $

LANDRY, Cathy. 467, boulevard Perron Est. Matricule
7425-00-9501.

Lot 6 033 743 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 1,532.27 %
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 75.04 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,814.10 §

LANDRY, Mélanie. 488, chemin de la Petite-Riviére-du-
Loup. Matricule 6327-21-7099.

Lot 6 177 856 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 2,198.77 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 12242 %
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 2,527.98 $

LEPAGE, Joél. 31, rue de la Mer. Matricule 6520-70-6158.

Lot 6 583 240 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription fonciere
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 4,051.20 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 11591 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 4,373.90 $

LEVESQUE, Lionel, OUELLETTE, Corinne &
LEVESQUE, Gaétane. 42, rue Sarto. Matricule 6520-81-
5376.

Lot 6 178 443 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 615.83 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 822.62 $

MCGRATH, Jonathan. 26, rue Berthelot. Matricule 6420-
37-7563.

Lot 6 178 266 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 820.86 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,027.65 $

MIOUSSE, Marcel, 517, chemin de la Petite-Riviére-du-
Loup. Matricule 6327-07-0446.

Lot 6 177 866 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 983.50 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$

FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,190.29 $

PHILIPPE, Eric & LEVESQUE, Isabelle. 894, rue Prin-
cipale. Matricule 6433-77-7768.

Lot 6 178 064 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 1,028.74 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 3459 %
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,270.12 $

SAVOIE, Jean-Roch. 291, chemin de la Petite-Riviére-du-
Loup. Matricule 6324-53-2724.

Lot 6 177 812 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  3,203.82 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 6.77$
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 3,417.38$

SAVOIE, Jean-Roch. Chemin de la Petite-Riviére-du-
Loup. Matricule 6324-12-8054.

Lot 6 177 999 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 370.86 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 08
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 577.65 $

SECTEUR ST-ALEXIS-DE-MATAPEDIA

BOISSONNAULT, Marie-Pier. 200, rue Principale. Ma-
tricule 3814-14-7025.

Lot 5 629 789 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 2,218.50 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 62.06 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL : 2,487.35 %

BOSSE, Mathieu. 199, rue Principale. Matricule 3814-14-
4080.

Lot 5629 767 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 2,271.64 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 54318
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL : 2,532.74 $

GALLANT, Régis. 170, route Léonard. Matricule 4012-
88-6505.

Lot 5 630 028 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 0$
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 11343 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 320.22 %

GESTION EVS INC. (ROBICHAUD, Eve). 199, route
Léonard. Matricule 4113-63-6619.

Lot 5630 062 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 1,278.55 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 38.308%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,523.64 $

LEVESQUE, Sacha. 168-168A, rang Saint-Benoit. Ma-
tricule 3417-67-8712.

Lot 5 630 903 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 719.05 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 08
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 925.84 $

SECTEUR ST-FRANCOIS D’ASSISE

BOSSE, Mathieu. 104, rue des Bouleaux. Matricule 2916-
51-5824.

Lot 5463 224 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 3,071.11 §
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 171.83 $
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 3,395.73 §

LANDRY, Yoland. 406, chemin Central. Matricule 3016-
20-1710.

Lot 5 463 430 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 1,650.04 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 33.618%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,890.44 $

MICHAUD, Laurent. Rang 6. Matricule 3015-37-8246.

Lot 5 463 456 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES : 43.94 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$%
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 250.73 $

ST-ONGE, Jean-Paul. 153, rang St-Jean. Matricule 2613-
22-9823.

Lot 5 463 502 au cadastre du Québec, circonscription foncicre
de Bonaventure 2.

MONTANT TAXES MUNICIPALES :  1,083.18 $
TAXES SCOLAIRES : 0$
FRAIS DE VENTE (MRC) : 206.79 $
TOTAL: 1,289.97 §

*Certains frais s’ajouteront a ce montant et leur paiement doit
étre effectué pour empécher la vente. Il en est de méme de tout
montant qui deviendrait exigible apres cette dernicre date de
meéme que des intéréts et pénalité qui devront étre calculés au
moment du paiement. L’ensemble de ces taxes, frais, intéréts
et pénalité seront par ailleurs annoncés au moment de la vente.

David Bourdages

Directeur général et greffier-trésorier
MRC d'Avignon

473, boulevard Perron

Maria (Québec) GOC 1Y0
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Teen mental health: a concern

® NELSON SERGERIE

CHANDLER - Data pre-
sented by the Gaspésie-iles-
de-la-Madeleine Public Health
Department indicates that one
in two teenagers in Gaspésie-
lles-de-la-Madeleine has a
mental health issue, which is a
concern for the organization's
president and chief executive
officer (CEO), Martin Pel-
letier.

The figures were presented
on January 29 during the
board meeting of the CISSS
de la Gaspésie in Chandler.

"It is extremely important
that we address these needs.
There is a red flag. It's hap-
pening all over Quebec, but
here, the rate is very, very
high, and we feel that there is
a need to intervene, be vigi-
lant, and take action early on,"
says Mr. Pelletier.

The Regional Public
Health Department and the
Mental Health Department
will work together to improve
access and focus on preven-
tion, particularly in schools.

This will require the organ-
ization to make choices in
terms of priorities, at a time
when the CISSS already has to
call on independent contrac-

Martin Pelletier, president
and CEO of the CISSS de la
Gaspesie.

Photo: N. Sergerie

tors for special education
teachers and psychologists.

"We have these professions
in the organization that are
called upon to work in various
sectors. We will prioritize
young people and allocate
more hours to youth services.
Somewhere, someone will
pay, but these are choices that
have to be made," adds the
president and CEO.

Several services already
exist to help young people
struggling with mental health
issues in the region. Resources

can be found on the CISSS
website. Families are also en-
couraged to seek help early
and use local support networks
to reduce the risk of crises.

The suicide rate was 11.8

per 100,000 inhabitants in
2024 in Gaspésie-lles-de-la-
Madeleine, according to the
Institut national de santé
publique du Québec (INSPQ).

The region ranks in the
middle of the pack across the
province, with the provincial
rate at 10.7 per 100,000.

Eleven people committed
suicide during the reference
period.

This is an improvement
over 2023, when the rate was
13.6 per 100,000 with 14
deaths. Forty-four people were
hospitalized following a sui-
cide attempt, down from 52 in
2023.

In 2025, 337 people pre-
sented to the emergency room
with suicidal ideation. Men
are overrepresented, with a
rate of 16.8 per 100,000 in-
habitants. The rate for women
is 5.4 for the period of 2021-
2023.

Centre intégreé
de santé

de la Gaspésie

et de services sociaux

Québec

Photo: CISSS website

Lower-than-expected
deficit at CISSS de la Gaspésie

Nelson Sergerie

CHANDLER — The CISSS de la Gaspésie is now forecasting a sig-
nificantly lower deficit than initially anticipated for the 2025-2026
fiscal year, which ends on March 31.

At the beginning of the year, the Gaspé health network was pro-
jecting a deficit of $30 million. With two months remaining in the
fiscal year, that figure has been revised downward to $4 million, less
than 1% of its $560-million budget.

"Alot of effort went into getting from $30 million to $4 million.
It's practically a balance when you look at the margins of error. I
would like to thank everyone because we asked for a lot of sacti-

fices without cutting services," says president and chief executive

officer (CEO) Martin Pelletier.

He explains where the savings were achieved. "These ate ad-
ministrative restrictions that were implemented. We were able to

achieve this by working fewer hours. That means fewer people in
the field, and some have worked harder to compensate for absences.
We have continued to use independent labour, but 80% of them
now work for Santé Québec, especially in large centres," says Mr.

Pelletier.

With a more limited labour pool, maintaining services has be-

come more challenging,

Addressing the ongoing situation in obstetrics, particulatly in
Haute-Gaspésie, the CEO reiterates the organization’s commitment

to maintaining services.

“We are looking at solutions that are not magical and that take
time to implement, and we have the support of Santé Québec to
maintain the service,” says the head of the Gaspé health network.

Eastern Shores School Board appoints
assistant director general to run Gaspé High School

GILLES GAGNE
@

GASPE — A publicly unidenti-
fied incident that took place on
December 18 at Gaspé High
School triggered a chain of ad-
ministrative decisions made
by the Eastern Shores School
Board (ESSB), including the
appointment of Jane Bradbury
as interim principal of the
school.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the School
Board, the incident occurred
“during a school activity” and
was “related to a student’s be-
haviour.” It “required an inter-
vention from the
administration.”

The press release also men-
tions that “since then, this
event has led to a series of in-
vestigations and contributed to
a deterioration of the internal
working climate, as well as a
loss of confidence in the insti-
tution.”

Therefore, “a series of
measures aimed at restoring
confidence among the com-
munity, staff, students, and
parents in relation to Gaspé
High School” were imple-
mented.

The measures include eight

Poto: G. Gagné

Eastern Shores School Board
director general Denise Si-
moneau.

points, the first one being that
ESSB will now assume the
management of the school,
hence the presence of Jane
Bradbury. Ms. Bradbury will
remain assistant director gen-
eral while also taking on the
role of principal, effective
January 29.

Members of the school
board staff have been present
at the school on a continuous
basis since January 6, adds the
press release. That presence
will continue until further no-
tice.

The document also men-
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tions that “these actions are
guided by a clear objective:
ensuring the well-being,
safety, and educational suc-
cess of students, within a re-
spectful and caring
environment. Taking this situ-
ation and its consequences
very seriously, the School
Board intends to act with de-
termination.”

The School Board has not
given interviews to clarify
what the December 18 inci-
dent was. It nevertheless
stresses that “steps taken so
far with the appropriate au-
thorities concluded that there
was no basis to pursue the in-
vestigation nor judicialize the
case.”

Gaspé High School, also
referred to as Gaspé Polyva-
lente, has experienced periods
of administrative instability
over the past two decades.

“More fundamentally, we
note that Gaspé High School
is facing significant opera-
tional and organizational cli-
mate challenges that go
beyond this single event. Over
the past twenty years, the
school has had no fewer than
twelve principals, which re-
flects persistent instability and

structural issues that must be
addressed without delay.
Given that we work with a
population of minors, we have
a duty to ensure confidential-
ity regarding the events that
occurred and the measures
that were implemented, in
order to protect the identity of
the individuals concerned,”
reveals the press release.

“We chose to act in a vig-
orous, responsible, and proac-
tive manner by deploying a
comprehensive action plan
aimed at restoring a safe, sta-
ble environment conducive to
learning. The action plan ad-
dresses all fronts with con-
crete solutions,” explains
Denise Simoneau, director
general of ESSB, in writing.

Other measures

The seven other measures
implemented by the School
Board are as follows:

- strengthening student
support services, including the
creation of an “Oasis”-type
space;

- adding specialized re-
sources (social worker, inter-
vention technician) dedicated
to students;

- installing surveillance
cameras in hallways;

- providing home instruc-
tion for a student to ensure ap-
propriate and adapted
conditions and to guarantee
everyone’s safety. Educational
and professional resources
will be mobilized to support
this student and help them
pursue their learning during
this transitional period,

- engaging external ex-
pertise to assess the organiza-
tional climate, establish a
diagnosis, and propose rec-
ommendations;

- updating the Anti-Bully-
ing and Anti-Violence Plan;

- following any recom-
mendations made by the Na-
tional Student Ombudsman
and implementing them at the
appropriate time.

“At this stage, no measure
is off the table to restore calm,
confidence, respect, and a
healthy learning and working
environment. The success of
this process now depends on
the constructive engagement
of all members of the school
community, and I call on
everyone’s  collaboration,”
concluded Ms. Simoneau in
the press release.
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1994, a year of electoral act|V|ty and fisheries tensions

® GILLES GAGNE

NEW CARLISLE — The year
1994 was marked by two Que-
bec elections in the riding of
Bonaventure, a rather unusual
occurrence. It was also a year
of major tension in commercial
fisheries following the morato-
rium on cod catches in the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence.

Vol 20. No 1

January 9, 1994

e Inissue 1, dated January 9,
“The year in retroSpec”, pun
intended, makes the biggest
headline, with “Gaspé MNA
(André Beaudin) will not seek
third term” following closely.
“Charges in 25-year-old mur-
der”, referring to the 1968
killing of Gaspésie teacher
Norma Vaillancourt in Mon-
treal, “Municipal budgets re-
leased” and “Winning
Canadian team includes local
lad”, namely Grande-Riviere’s
Yannick Dubé, a member of the
World Junior Hockey Champi-
onships.

Vol 20. No 2

January 16, 1994

e “Mines Gaspé lets 20 (em-
ployees) go”, “By-election an-
nounced for Bonaventure
county” and “What a way to
plough”, showing a crane
pulling a road plough out of a
ditch, headline issue 2, dated
January 16. In “Two local
heavyweights to square off in
Bonaventure  by-election”,
readers learn that Nicole Ap-
pleby, former Finance minister
chief of staff, and Marcel
Landry, a UPA executive, will
run in Bonaventure to replace
the late Gerard D. Levesque.
“Pin Rouge receives federal
support” and Gaspé’s “Recy-
cling project declared a success
and will continue” also make

page 1.

Vol 20. No 3

January 23, 1994

e Inissue 3, dated January 23,
led with “Confusion reigns re:
linguistic policy” as Douglas-
town resident James Routh was
initially refused by Quebec
Telephone to add the word
“teenagers” for a second line he
wanted installed at home. The
company eventually accepted
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' The an:glnhone group of “Our region, Our Future”: from left, Melissa Lemieux,
Melanie Hayes, Gregory Dow, Colette Prentice, Stepanie Guignion, Glenn Harrison,
Molly Harper and Joey Harrison. Unfortunately Kim Billingsley was absent.

his request. “Okay, okay,
enough already!” reports on the
heavy snowfalls of January,
“Winter Getaways planner”, a
SPEC supplement, “Arbour:
lack of bilingualism, my
biggest handicap”, “Mgr. Ross
finishes year with balanced
budget”, and “New Carlisle
(Barry Tennier) mayor may
face charges for assault”
against councillor Nelson
Holmes, also make the front-

page.

Vol 20. No 4

January 30, 1994

e “Cross Point committee or-
ganizes to save sawmill jobs”,
as GDS moves his plainer to
Matane, “CLSC scores high in
user satisfaction” in the Gaspé
area and “Nicole Appleby Ar-
bour’s nomination official” in
Bonaventure, headline issue 4,
dated January 30. “Budds
closer to finding a potential
donor”, namely Taylor and
Brendon, “British Heritage
Centre holds AGM” and “Na-
tional Assembly Hockey team
to visit Grande-Riviere” also
make page 1.

Vol 20. No §

February 6, 1994

e [ssue 5, dated February 6,
headlines with Gaspesia-The
Islands “School Board con-
ducting survey on parental atti-
tudes”, ‘“No public debate
before by-election — candidates
quibble over format”, “Well-
known night spot goes up in
smoke”, Bonaventure’s Bar-
limer, “The SQ meet the
RCMP” in a hockey game,
“Wakeham/York Winter carni-

val set to go” and “Brothers’
dream comes true”, as Guy and
Mark Gallibois open their gym,
also make the front-page.

Vol 20. No 6

February 13, 1994

® “PQ orchestrate major
tours, Liberals’ big guns here
this week”, covering the
Bonaventure by-election, head-
lines issue 6, dated February
13. A large photo shows the an-
nual Robbie Burns Night held
in Gaspé by Century Lodge
Masonic Temple, while “Taxes
down — smokers smiling”,
“New links make access to
Maggies easier”, aerial and
maritime links, “Computer
camp to open” in Escuminac
by Huguette Allen and Ross
Collins, and “Official opening
held at Pin rouge” also make

page 1.

Vol 20. No 7

February 20, 1994

e FElectoral boundaries’
“Changes could have negative
impact for anglos”, as a push to
the east would reduce the per-
centage of anglophones in the
new ridings, headlines issue 7,
dated February 20. “Premier
(Daniel Johnson Jr) visits
Gaspé, campaigns with Ar-
bour” also takes a big front-
page space. “Recreational
fishery along the coast under
review”” and Russell “Williams
does door to door, (Marcel)
Landry visits GISB”, (Gaspe-
sia-The Islands School Board),
complete the front-page. Lib-
eral Party’s representative Rus-
sell Willams came to support
Nicole Appleby.

Vol 20. No 8

February 27, 1994

e “Landry takes Bonaventure
for the PQ — Arbour stunned by
defeat” headlines issue 8, dated
February 27. Then Health min-
ister Lucienne “Robillard an-
nounces special funding for
Maria”, Patrick “Gagnon to the
rescue: Paspebiac parishioners
won’t pay fines” for using
faulty charitable receipts, and
“Two English members named
to Caisse Pop board in Gaspé”,
Elizabeth MacGregor and
Brent Simpson, complete page
1.

Vol 20. No 9

March 6, 1994

e “New school for NRHS stu-
dents”, as pupils get in the New
Richmond building for the first
time, and “Quebec Games 93
final report — financial success”
headline issue 9, dated March
6. “Stireté du Québec reorgani-
zation causing concern”, as the
police plans to centralize com-
munications to Rimouski,
“Liberal considering anglo can-
didate in Bonaventure” for the
September general election,
“Official launching of Big
Brothers, Big Sisters in Gasp¢”,
“It’s in the mail: lobster board
votes to be counted soon” and
“Listuguj (police department)
changes not without contro-
versy” complete page 1 titles.

Vol 20. No 10

March 13, 1994

e “Micmac ceremonies thrill
audience at Acadian Museum”
headlines issue 10, dated

Sea-Coast Publications Inc. - The Gaspé Spec - 50th Anniversary

March 13. “Director general of
Chandler hospital fired”, “Mgr.
Ross hospital received Cana-
dian accreditation” and Nicole
“Arbour transferred to Mon-
treal — new job with CSST” are
also referred to on page 1.

Vol 20. No 11

March 20, 1994

e “Jake loves school”, a report
on New Carlisle’s Jake Gallon,
who has Down’s syndrome,
and “Gaspésie to Anticosti
ferry soon to be launched”
headline issue 11, dated March
20. “Saint-Omer: council
moves to keep Saint-Louis res-
idents out in the cold” by refus-
ing to plough their range, and
“Regional Health Council aim-
ing for more doctors” also ap-
pear on page 1. Inside, “Stone
Container invests in new press”
is also noteworthy. A new se-
ries, “Coming home” features
Cynthia Patterson.

Vol 20. No 12

March 27, 1994

e Issue 12, dated March 27,
shows “VIA passenger services
again threatened — minister
(Doug Young) proposes same
cuts as Conservatives” and “St.
Patrick’s celebrations turn the
coast green” as headlines.
“How Via and CN are inti-
mately linked”, “15 years of
Quebec AM” and “Preliminary
hearing held for suspects in
Chandler murder” of Fernand
Lebreux in 1993, also make the
front-page titles. Inside, the
lobster marketing board project
is rejected 111-100 by the fish-
ermen and a court agreement
allows the residents of Saint-
Louis to get the road cleared.
“Coming home” features Ges-
gapegiag chief Bernard Jerome.

Vol 20. No 13

April 3, 1994

e “Our region, our future fin-
ished until next year”, a pilot-
project sensitizing youths to the
Gaspé Peninsula’s potential,
and “Train worries dominate
first town hall meeting” in New
Carlisle, headline issue 13,
April 3. “Louis Sexton decides
to run” for the Liberal Party

Page 12 ‘
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nomination in Bonaventure,
“French morning show to focus
on the Gaspé”, TVA’s Salut,
Bonjour, and “Gaspé School to
hold reunion” complete page 1
titles. “Coming home” features
Valerie Gilker.

Vol 20. No 14

April 10, 1994

e “Gagnon, Patterson (Patrick
and Cynthia) meet train em-
ployees — if it goes, we’re going
with it” and “Tiny grads”, Ges-
gapegiag’s kindergarten pupils,
headline issue 14, dated April
10. “An outline of major
changes under the new civil
code”, “Gaspé doctor dead at
817, former mayor and Mem-
ber of the National Assembly
Guy Fortier, “Saga of Saint-
Louis”, about the Saint-Omer
residents who can’t have their
road ploughed, and “Cruise
company awaiting Magdalen
(Islands) approval” also make
page 1.

Vol 20. No 15

April 17, 1994

e “Riot in Newport” head-
lines issue 15, dated April 17.
Tensions are mounting in the
fisheries, as crab fishermen will
make record revenues, while
their cod colleagues and the
plant workers are jobless due to
the moratorium. “Troubled wa-
ters” reports on Haldimand
drinkable water problems.
Marcel “Landry asks Transport
minister to pressure Ottawa to
keep train”, “Budd family:
Brendon’s transplant May 16”,
“Action démocratique tours re-
gion, Dumont (Mario) prepar-
ing for election” and
“Volunteer and change your
world” are other page 1 titles.

Vol 20. No 16

April 24, 1994

e “Heavy ice on rivers causes
worst flooding ever”, headlines
issue 16, published on April 24,
reporting on the debacle that hit
several Gaspé Peninsula rivers,
including the Matapedia, Res-
tigouche and Bonaventure
rivers. Matapedia leaders ask
for a disaster zone status. Louis
“Sexton and (Mario) Morin
ready to face off” at Liberal
Party convention, ‘“Newport
cod coalition leaders charged
with assault — demand meeting

e A B | T

with federal minister” and “

glican prayer book contro-
versy: Society branch forms in
Port Daniel”, also make page 1.

Vol 20. No 17

May 1, 1994

® Mario “Morin wins Liberal
nomination by 5 votes” and
“Flood damage estimates stag-
gering” headline issue 17,
dated May 1. In picture-caption
“Dog power!”, New Rich-
mond’s Dwayne LeGrand har-
nesses his dog Spike. “Rural
Dignity to hold hearings on
VIA’s future” and “No crab for
cod fishermen”, as decided by
Fisheries minister Brian Tobin,
complete the front-page titles.

Vol 20. No 18

May 8, 1994

® [ssue 18, dated May 8§,
headlines with Campbellton’s
“National aboriginal fisheries
conference begins”, with focus
on “recovery of our people”
and John “Carberry wins
Gaspé Liberal nomination”.
“Gagnon doesn’t see need for
(VIA) hearings”, “CASA
meets with Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission”,
“Matapedia school may not re-
open until September” due to
the flood and “MNA (Liberal
Benoit Fradet) tours region to
talk about youth programs”
complete page 1 titles.

Vol 20. No 19

May 15, 1994

e “Natives aiming for exclu-
sive jurisdiction — organizers
miffed that federal ministers
didn’t show” and “Minister of
Education list disappoints (re-
gional) school board officials”
because Gaspesia-The Islands
has classed 130 out of 150,

headline issue 19, dated May
15. “$9 million to be spent on
Gaspé roads — Haldimand citi-
zens still waiting”, “Maine
governor wants to expand Ap-
palachian Trail into the Gaspé”
and “Recent oil spill has Lis-
tuguj officials nervous”, the
spill being from CN in Camp-
bellton, also appear on page 1.

Vol 20. No 20

May 22, 1994

® “Hearings on VIA service
attract many groups — VIA’s
marketing strategies considered
poor” and “Regional Council
proposes health cuts” headline
issue 20, dated May 22.
“CASA seeks more visibility”,
“Six women honoured at Salon
de la femme”, Georges “Farrah
announces regional job cre-
ation projects” and “Nomad
scientists visit Gasp¢” also ap-
pear on page 1. Cynthia Dow
starts a series on forestry.

Vol 20. No 21

May 29, 1994

® “Social integration of the
handicapped: challenging but
benefits undeniable” and “Or-
dination of Mgr. Raymond Du-
mais” headline issue 21, dated
May 29. “Stone to invest $25
million” to treat New Rich-
mond mill’s effluents and
“Gaspé to host ’95 Provincial
Archery Competition” also
make page 1.

Vol 20. No 22

June 5, 1994

® Sharon Farrell, SPEC’s
“Managing editor wins new
journalism award”, the Lindsay
Crysler award, for her out-
standing contribution to the
community newspaper, and
“Copper mine workers on
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. Matapedia hit badly, wants disaster zone status.
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strike”, headline issue 22, dated
June 5. “Brendon Budd re-
ceives bone marrow trans-
plant”, “Ordination of Lynda
Harrison to the Order of Min-
istry”, “Fine dining festival
planned for Percé” and “Gerard
D. (Levesque) Foundation
book launched” also appear on

page 1.

Vol 20. No 23
June 12, 1994

® “D-Day 50th Anniversary —
New Richmond Legion mem-
bers” and Gaspé’s “ZEC em-
ployees may strike” take most
of the front-page of issue 23,
dated June 12.“25 years for
Gaspé Cegep”, “Cruise line on
hold” between Carleton and the
Maggies and “Ralliement
wants to be rallying point” also
make page 1.

Vol 20. No 24

June 19, 1994

e “Aftermath of June 9 attack
— Listuguj reps meet SQ offi-
cials” headlines issue 24, dated
June 19, reporting on a June 12
attack by young adults that led
to the destruction of an SQ car.
“75% of objective already met
in campaign for (Rimouski)
Cancer Centre” also makes a
big title. “Judge finds minor in-
nocent of NRHS (New Rich-
mond High School) fire”,
“Chaleur Bay very fragile”,
“Mines Gaspé employees back
to work” and “Natural law
party prepares for Quebec elec-
tion” also make page 1.

Vol 20. No 25

June 26, 1994

e “SPDS and NRHS offi-
cially opened” takes an impor-
tant part of the cover of issue
25, dated June 26, as the Shi-
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gawake-Port Daniel School un-
derwent major renovations.
“Douglastown rocked by two
fires”, ““VIA and CN contracts
on the line”, “Report on VIA
hearings released” and “Roch
Voisine in concert in Chandler”
complete the front-page titles.

Vol 20. No 26

July 3, 1994

e Gaspé “Councillor Charles
O’Brien dies at age 69” and
legendary singer “Mary Tra-
vers honoured in Newport”
headline issue 26, dated July 3.
“Nurses in an uproar” at Maria
hospital,  “Fishing  guide
drowns” namely Charles-Eu-
geéne Lebrun on the Bonaven-
ture river, and ‘“American
Travel Writers check out in
Percé — The train is THE way
to get here”, according to them,
make the other front-page titles.

Vol 20. No 27

July 10, 1994

e In issue 27, dated July 10,
readers see director of nursing
services at Maria hospital “Lu-
cille Leblanc contests condi-
tions to be imposed for her
return to work”, after being
placed on stand-by, and “East-
ern Quebec PQ candidates
ready!” as headlines. Quebec
elections are expected in the
summer. “Budd children: Bren-
don going stronger, Taylor
treated for infection”,
“N.R./Maria: two youth co-ops
provide summer jobs” and
“18th annual Wakeham/York
Homecoming Festival set to
g0’ make other page 1 titles.

Vol 20. No 28

July 17, 1994

e “Seafood Festival a great
success in Percé”, an event held
for the first time, headlines
issue 28, dated July 17. “Carey
Jones to run in Gaspé Town
council”, “CN Quebec lines for
sale”, namely some regional
lines, and “Three killed in
Cross Point accident”, as one
driver was chased by police,
complete the front-page titles.
There is Canada Day coverage
for the second consecutive
week.
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Vol 20. No 29

July 24, 1994

e “SQ cruiser incident: five
charged”, related to the June 9
destruction of a police car in
Listuguj, and “Almond Art
Centre opens with a flourish”
headline issue 29, dated July
24. “Police investigation be-
gins, victims buried” follow-
ing the Cross Point tragedy,
“12 new doctors recruited in 1
year” at Chandler hospital,
New Carlisle’s “St. Andrew’s
Anglican Church celebrates a
century” and “Local airports
affected by federal policy
change”, which could mean
privatization, also make page
1. Inside, the Listuguj Educa-
tion Complex opens.

Vol 20. No 30

July 31, 1994

e “Fastball spirit hitting all
ages”, “Alliance Quebec says
it will fight election like a ref-
erendum” and New Carlisle’s
summer “Pilot project — 100%
employment” headline issue
30, dated July 31. “Jean-Roch
Landry named to the Superior
Court”, “Gaspé (cod) fisher-
men deliver ultimatum to fed-
eral government” and
“Setbacks hampers Brendon
(Budd) recovery” complete the
front-page titles.

Vol 20. No 31

August 7, 1994

e “Roch Voisine performs to
enthusiastic crowd” and “Re-
union held to celebrate 80th
anniversary” of Gaspé Inter-
mediate School, headline issue
31, dated August 7. “Robert-
son clan gathers for reunion”,
minister Sam “Elkas calls it
quits but wants anglo presence
in next Quebec government”,
“Another successful Wake-
ham/York Festival despite
small problems” and “Percé
Rock Legion celebrates 20th
anniversary” are other page 1
titles.

Vol 20. No 32

August 14, 1994

e In issue 32, dated August
14, readers see on the cover
“$1 million investment in

fold”, “Woodlot owners vote
for  marketing agency”,
“Snowbirds unable to fly”” due
to weather, and “Bonaventure
and Gaspé Election results”
complete page 1 titles.

Vol 20. No 38

September 25, 1994

e “Project may see Newport
fish plant reopen” and “Six
candidates for ward 6 head-

| line issue 38, dated September

Surprise landing from the skies!
Jonathan Huntington, shown above with his mother Delilah, and
brother Paul came across an American weather balloon that was
released November 1 in Missouri.

Gaspé fisheries” by the federal
government, Mario “Morin’s
campaign opened: Premier
Johnson visits” as headlines.
“PQ leader Parizeau visits
Bonaventure”, “John Carberry,
Liberal candidate for Gaspé”,
Escuminac’s computer “Sum-
mer camp with a twist” and
New Richmond’s “St. An-
drew’s Church restoration un-
derway” also make page 1.

Vol 20. No 33

August 21, 1994

e Montreal Member of Na-
tional Assembly Russell
“Williams tours Gaspé Coast”
to support Liberal Party, and
“Family and friends join in the
fun at the 149th Agricultural
Fair” in New Richmond head-
line issue 33, dated August 21.
“Chamber of Commerce asks
politicians for help — Gaspé
cured markets threatened” also
appears on page 1.

Vol 20. No 34

August 28, 1994

e “Poll puts PQ firmly in the
lead” in Eastern Quebec en-
route to the September 12
elections and a photo of the
Shigawake Fair parade head-
line issue 34, dated August 28.
Lebreux “Brothers sentenced
to life in Chandler murder”
(they killed their father Fer-
nand), “Listuguj fishing trials:
court asks for more informa-
tion”, “Director hired for
British  Heritage Centre”,
namely Christina Delguste,
and “Budd children update:
growing stronger” also make

page 1.

Vol 20. No 35

September 4, 1994

e Dated September 4, issue
35 headlines with Bloc québé-
cois “Lucien Bouchard tours
the Coast” to support the Parti
Québécois as the September
12 election nears, and “Ges-
gapegiag Pow-Wow attracts
Natives from afar”. “Public
Security minister tours the
Coast” to help Liberal Party,
Brenda “Gedeon-Miller,
(Ronald) Jacques face off in
Listuguj election”, Gaspé’s
“Accueil Blanche Goulet may
soon be forced to close” due to
budget woes and “Interview
with Marcel Landry” also ap-
pear on page 1.

Vol 20. No 36

September 11, 1994

e “Liberal candidates divulge
platform anchored in reality”,
the candidates being Mario
Morin and John Carberry, and
“Cascapedia salmon caught
for breeding program”, head-
line issue 36, dated September
11. “Debate focusses on jobs
and economy”, “Tour leader
complains of reception at
Chandler hospital — DG will
make issue a priority” and
“Farrah campaigns on the
Coast — sovereignty will scare
off investors” make the front-
page as well. Inside, “Brenda
Gedeon Miller wins second
term in Listuguj”.

Vol 20. No 37

September 18, 1994

e “Bonaventure victory:
Landry ready for separation”
and “Gaspé goes to Leli¢vre: a
majority of 3,377 votes” head-
line issue 37, dated September
18, thus covering the Parti
Québécois’ wins in the re-
gion’s two ridings. Mont
Bechervaise “Ski hill might

I 25. Smaller page 1 titles cover

“No crisis at Hotel-Dieu” in
Gaspé, “$35.8 million for pol-
lution control” at New Rich-
mond’s Stone Container mill,
and “Mont Bechervaise de-
clares bankruptcy” in Gaspé,
as unpaid bills reach $550,000.

Vol 20. No 39

October 2, 1994

e Marcel “Landry named to
Parizeau’s cabinet”, as minis-
ter of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, makes the only big
headline of issue 39, dated Oc-
tober 2. “Calls for seal hunt,
better monitoring” identified at
Carleton Fisheries Council
hearings, “Jobin may have
competition” in New Rich-
mond mayoral race, “Labour
dispute costly, divisive” at Re-
gional Tourist Association and
“Tourism up by as much as
30%” make smaller page 1 ti-
tles.

Vol 20. No 40

October 9, 1994

e “New digs for Gesgapegiag
Band Council”, as the new ad-
ministrative building opens,

and “Chaleur (train) to be
linked with Ocean” to have
VIA save money between
Matapedia and Halifax, head-
line issue 40, dated October 9.
“Eastern caucus to decide on
regional MNA”, “School
board preparing for elections”,
“U.I. overpayments in our re-
gion” and “Gaspé¢ fire chief
(Carl Sinnett) honored for
heroic effort” during an airport
fire, also make page 1.

Vol 20. No 41

October 16, 1994

e “Axworthy social reform
proposals: Gagnon wants more
details” headlines issue 41,
dated October 16. Member of
Parliament Patrick Gagnon ad-
mits that the reform’s goal is
saving money. There are other
headlines, “Confusion reigns
about regional MNA” for the
Gaspé Peninsula, as Mathias
Rioux seems to also fill that
spot for the Lower St.
Lawrence, and Tennyson
“Johnson retrospective draws
appreciative crowd” at Manoir
de la Malbaie. “New Quebec
government working on pre-
referendum credibility”, “New
Richmond Rotary  Club
launches new projects”, in-
cluding one for Barachois, and
“CBC’s (show host Wayne)
Rostad visits coast” also ap-
pear on the front-page.
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Vol 20. No 42
October 23, 1994

e Issue 42, dated October 23
shows Gaspé Peninsula “Na-
tives ‘reject and dismiss terri-
torial integrity of Québec’” as
the main headline, as well as
“Some emergency services
suspended” at Paspebiac
CLSC due to doctor shortage.
“It’s official: (Jean-Marie)
Jobin to have competition” in
New Richmond, from Guy
Cavanagh, “The Blais report:
released by GISB”, about
school-home relations, “New
owners for Mont Bechervaise”
and “Bad experience for
Gaspé Polyvalent students”, as
they were called names in a
Chandler restaurant, also make
the front-page titles.

Vol 20. No 43

October 30, 1994

e “Adien, Captain Ti-Lou”,
about the passing of a Percé
legend, Séverin Langlois, a
former fishermen and boat ex-
cursion promoter, headlines
issue 43, released on October
30. “Ghouls Galore in Ges-
gapegiag”, about a bright Hal-
loween display, “Haldimand
water woes take two nights to
air”, “Yvon Caron new coun-
cillor for (Gaspé’s) ward 67,
Marcel “Landry’s staff final-
ized” and “CHNC employees
may strike” complete page 1
titles.

Vol 20. No 44

November 6, 1994

e “Cement plant project:
Meeting with civil servants
has mayor excited”, since the
venture has a real promoter in
Guy Rousseau, and “Fire
chiefs for a day”, as grade 3
kids filled that role in Gaspé,
headline issue 44, dated No-
vember 6. “Ferne Howatson
may bow out” of the school
board, “Candidates for council
eager to serve” in municipali-
ties, Marcel “Landry asking
for exclusive (fisheries) juris-
diction” and “Anglos vote
could make a difference” in
Port Daniel complete page 1
titles. Inside, a photo report
shows many veterans, with
Remembrance Day approach-
ing.

Vol 20. No 45

November 13, 1994

e Jean-Marie “Jobin wins
two-thirds of votes” in New
Richmond, “Howatson de-
cides to step down” from
school board elections, and
Robert “Mclnnis disappointed
that Anglos didn’t support
him” in Port Daniel, makes the
headlines of issue 45, dated
November 13. In New
Carlisle, “Surprise landing
from the skies” when Jonathan
and Paul Huntington found an
American weather balloon in
their backyard, also makes

page 1.

Vol 20. No 46

November 20, 1994

e Issue 46, dated November
20, headlines with the school
board “Voter turnout heavy in
advance polls”. Laurent
“Gough found not guilty in
near-death of cop”, “Remem-
brance ceremonies draw large
crowds”,  minister  Guy
“Chevrette visits: 49 programs
may be decentralized”, “Arson
fire in York” and “12 Port
Daniel residents win class ac-
tion suit” to rescind an agree-
ment with former cement plant
promoter Ré¢jean Aucoin, also
appear on page 1.

Vol 20. No 47

November 27, 1994

e “Hong Kong veterans re-
turn”, namely Phil Doddridge
and Arnold Ross, who went to
Hong Kong for Remembrance
Day, and school board elec-
tions’ “Unprecedented turn-
out, some results may be
contested” headline issue 47,

Mawiomi celebrates re-opening

After extensive renovations, Mawiomi Treatment on the Gesgapegiag reserve was officially re- |

opened Friday, November 1. Above, chief Bernard Jerome (far left) Director Elaine Vicaire, and
Brenda Gideon-Miller (far right) participate in the ribbon-cutting with other directors.

dated November 27. Martin
“Kromberg gets 12 years” for
manslaughter, a year after
shooting Yves Deslauriers in
Carleton, “Tourism minister to
attend local symposium”,
“Hearings on social reform:
too important to be partisan”
and “Cod moratorium: no
young fish in sight” complete

page 1.

Vol 20. No 48

December 4, 1994

e “English ‘completely for-

gotten” in official opening of
extended care facility” at Mat-
apedia’s CLSC Malauze,
headlines issue 48, dated De-
cember 4. Audrey “Acteson
named chairperson of school
board” also makes a headline.
“Gaspé VIA men laid oft” be-
cause the train leaves the same
day as arrival, “NR Legion
votes to allow religious head-
gear”, “Gaspé fish hatchery
given reprieve” and Patrick
“Gagnon consults on response
to social reforms” complete

page 1.

Vol 20. No 49
December 11, 1994

e Lucien “Bouchard’s illness:
a family drama”, as the Bloc
Québécois leader had a leg
amputated at the beginning of
December, makes the big
headline of issue 49, dated De-
cember 11. The other headline
reads: “Budd children update:
Brendon may be out for
Christmas”. “Future of CN
Rail: task force to meet in
Campbellton”, “Former
Gaspesian honoured in Med-
ical Hall of Fame”, namely
John Browne, and “Tourism
symposium attracts more than
200 also make the front-page.

Vol 20. No 50

December 18, 1994

e Issue 50, dated December
18, headlines with “Hong
Kong, 1941: What a way to
spend Christmas...”. Cynthia
Dow tells the story of prisoner
of war Lance Ross’ internment
in Hong Kong and Japan. In-
side, Sandra Willett Dugas
says: “I want to do my best”,
as she will perform at New
Richmond’s concert hall dur-
ing the Christmas break, on
December 28.

Similarities between 1994 and 2026
Anticosti ferry makes headlines

® GILLES GAGNE

NEW CARLISLE — The links between 1994 and 2026 are easy to find. Let’s focus on one
of them. Thirty-two years ago, Groupe Desgagnés, already a well-established navigation
company, started in June a service between Havre-Saint-Pierre, on the North Shore, Port-
Menier, the only village on Anticosti Island, and Riviere-au-Renard. The Nordik Passeur
was comfortable when the sea was quiet, but the situation changed when high winds arose.

As readers will see in the 1996 press review of SPEC, the year the service was phased
out, Anticosti at the time was not ready for extensive tourism. Both levels of government
gave too little support to the project between 1994 and 1996, notably to improve the is-
land’s general infrastructure and make them convenient for a larger cross-section of the
population, not only sports fishermen and hunters.

In 2026, there is renewed discussion of a ferry service between the same points. De-
cision-making is very slow though. The initiative will ideally require tens of millions of
dollars in public funding to materialize. However, the fiscal revenue would more than
make up for the public money injected in the service itself, would it be offered by the So-
ciété des traversiers du Québec, a public corporation.

Quebec is rich in maritime communities and attractions, but the long evaluation process
of projects submitted to take advantage of the St. Lawrence river, estuary, and gulf gives
an edge to other destinations. The fact that Anticosti is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
is not convincing the public-decision makers to act faster.

Canada

This project has been made possible by the Community Media Strate-
gic Support Fund offered jointly by the Official Language Minority
Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.
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Traffic ramps up with
adjustments made to cement plant system

® GILLES GAGNE

NEW CARLISLE — The So-
ciété du chemin de fer de la
Gaspésie (SCFQG) is now reg-
ularly bringing loaded cement
cars from the Port Daniel ce-
ment plant to the New Carlisle
yard.

The first loaded train was
sent west on January 27 with
six cars, followed by a second
train that reached New
Carlisle on February 3 carry-
ing 12 loaded cars. On Febru-
ary 5, eight additional cars
were sent to New Carlisle for
later delivery to customers.

Luc Lévesque, director
general of the Société du
chemin de fer de la Gaspésie,
says adjustments were re-
quired during the first loading
days following the arrival of
the first train carrying empty
cars to the cement plant on
January 19. Since then, the
loading operation has ramped
up over the following weeks.

“It's going well. We're
loading at a better pace now.
There were some things to ad-
just. One factor for now is that
we are limited in our operating
hours. The ramp we use was
based in Nouvelle and in the
original (environment certifi-
cate) request for Nouvelle, we
were only operating during the
day. We didn't notice that our
authorization was valid from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. We have asked
for a change regarding operat-
ing hours and we should get it
at one point,” explains Mr.

The first train hauling loaded cement cars between Port-Daniel
and New Carlisle circulated on January 27.

Lévesque.

That ramp was used in
Nouvelle when the owner of
the line, Quebec’s ministry of
Transport, imposed a cap of 10
loaded cars per week for the
old Cascapedia-St. Jules
bridges before they were re-
placed in December 2020.
There was no limit if the cars
were loaded at two-thirds of
their capacity, with a top-off
load added in Nouvelle using
the temporary system now in-
stalled in Port Daniel.

That system will no longer
be needed once Saint Mary’s
Cement’s new silo is up and
running later in 2026.

In the meantime, the SCFG
continues to use its own silo in

New Richmond as a back up
for Port Daniel during the tran-
sition, and for a specific type
of cement car, gravity cars, for
which the negative-pressure
system poses a challenge.

“Nevertheless, we can now
load 10 cars a day in Port
Daniel under the current tem-
porary system,” adds Luc
Lévesque, who is glad to be
able to count on the reopening
of the New Carlisle yard.

“It's a real rail yard. It's a
big plus for us in terms of
space and capacity,” he
stresses.

Mr. Lévesque expressed
concern about reports that
Glencore, the owner of the
Rouyn-Noranda copper

smelter and potential buyer of
copper concentrate of Osisko
Metals, the firm working for
the reopening of the Mur-
dochville mine, has issued ul-
timatums to the Quebec
government that could lead to
the closure of its Abitibi facil-
ity due to environmental con-
straints. Rail transport would
be used to ship the copper ore
between the Gaspé Peninsula
and Rouyn-Noranda.

“It is not good news but it
will be okay, I think. Besides,
we have other potential cus-
tomers for the Gaspé town
area,” comments Mr.
Lévesque.

Meanwhile, the SCFG is
asking drone operators to stay
outside the rail corridor and re-
spect the regulation in place
for such flying devices.

“Some of our train crews
have seen drones 20 feet from
them. They don’t need this
distraction,” sums up Mr.
Lévesque.

Freight trains currently cir-
culate at 10 miles per hour be-
tween New Richmond and
Port Daniel for safety reasons,
as work remains to be com-
pleted at many grade crossing
signals. When grade crossing
signals are not functional,
trains have to stop, while the
crossings are protected by an
SCFG employee.

Alexis Deschénes tables a
petition of 3,437 names

On February 4, Alexis De-

schénes, Member of Parlia-
ment (MP) for Gaspésie—Les
fles-de-la-Madeleine—Listuguj
and deputy leader of the Bloc
Québécois, tabled an e-peti-
tion €-6922 in the House of
Commons

Signed by 3,437 citizens,
the petition calls on the federal
government to contact VIA
Rail to immediately reinstate
passenger rail service between
Matapedia and Port Daniel-
Gascons, and to gradually re-
store passenger rail service to
Gaspé as soon as possible.

“The government must re-
spond and take a position
within 45 days. In the mean-
time, we will question a senior
VIA Rail executive at the
Standing Committee on Trans-
port on February 11. It is time
for VIA Rail to be held ac-
countable. Above all, it is time
for them to commit to resum-
ing passenger train service in
the Gaspé Peninsula as soon as
possible,” states Alexis De-
schénes.

Federal Transport Minister
Steven = Mackinnon  and
Micheline St-Onge of the
Coalition for the Return of
Passenger Train Service to the
Gaspé Peninsula will also tes-
tify before the transport com-
mittee.

Residents of the Gaspé
Peninsula have been without
this essential service for over
12 years, a service that would
boost the regional economy,
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and improve mobility.

A busy return to Parliament for Alexis Deschénes

® NELSON SERGERIE

GASPE — Federal Members
of Parliament (MPs) returned
to Ottawa on January 26 to sit
in Parliament, and the MP for
Gaspésie-Les fles-de-la-
Madeleine-Listuguj brought
two major issues with him
after spending the last month
talking to constituents.

Alexis Deschénes spoke
about international news, par-
ticularly what is happening in
the United States, as well as
purchasing power and the cost
of living.

He also added that there is
a lot of work to be done in
terms of infrastructure in a
broad sense, from housing to
federal wharves.

On January 26, the federal
government announced a 25%
increase in the GST credit for
the next five years, a positive
measure for low income tax-

Photo: N. Sergerie

MP Alexis Deschénes.

payers.
The Bloc Québécois MP
thinks this is a good thing, but
that more is needed.
"We have to put this into
context. We're talking about

maybe $10.80 a month. That's
not nothing, but it's not going
to make the huge difference
that people need. The Bloc
Québécois will return with our
request to increase the old age
pension. Some seniors are vic-
tims of injustice, as they did
not receive the 10% increase
for those aged 65 to 74. There
is also an employment insur-
ance reform that would im-
prove the income of seasonal
workers, who often live on
low incomes. There are sev-
eral ideas, and as long as the
government moves in this di-
rection, we will work with it,"
says the MP.

Among his other priorities
for the riding are the return of
the Fisheries Fund, port infra-
structure in Matane, and the
[les-de-la-Madeleine airport,
which has been announced but
is still awaiting construction.

The redrawing of the fed-

eral electoral map and the
challenge before the Federal
Court of Appeal are expected
to take place in the first half of
the year.

A fisheries conference will
be held, an annual event that
will take place this year in the
Magdalen Islands.

Via Rail on the hot seat

"A senior VIA Rail execu-
tive will appear before the
Transportation Committee on
February 11. We will be able
to ask questions and find out
why they have not committed
to a return to Port-Daniel,"
says the MP.

With the gradual resump-
tion of rail traffic between
New Richmond and Port
Daniel, pressure will mount
on VIA Rail.

"The strategy is to keep up
the pressure. The next few

months will allow us to do
that. Once a new chief execu-
tive officer is appointed, we
will be able to summon him.
We want to make sure that
senior executives are aware of
the demands of Gaspesians.
We will force them to explain
their decision. All we are ask-
ing for is justice," says Mr.
Deschénes.

The theme of the session is
“For the Love of Quebec.”

"Our priorities as a party
are the economy and the
(trade) fare crisis. We will put
pressure on Mr. Carney to de-
liver the goods. Quebec iden-
tity, language, secularism, the
environment. In the House of
Commons, we are the only
party pushing for global
warming not to be forgotten
and for work to be done on the
transition rather than on oil,"
concludes the elected repre-
sentative.
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Catherine Blouin
supports Christine Fréchette

® NELSON SERGERIE

TROIS-RIVIERES — The
Coalition  Avenir Québec
(CAQ) Member of the National
Assembly (MNA) for
Bonaventure has made her
choice and is supporting the
Minister of Economy and In-
novation, Christine Fréchette,
in the race for the leadership of
the (CAQ) to replace Frangois
Legault, who has resigned and
will step down as soon as a new
leader is chosen.

Catherine  Blouin an-
nounced her support alongside
Améliec Dionne, Minister of
Tourism and responsible for the
Gaspésie region, and Pascale
Déry, Minister of Higher Edu-
cation, during the party caucus
in Trois-Rivieres on January
28.

“T asked my people to make
sure that my choice was in line
with the wishes of the people in
my riding, and the answer was
clear,” says Ms. Blouin mo-
ments after officially endorsing
Ms. Fréchette.

“I have had the opportunity
to work on various issues with
Christine, and she is an ally on
a number of important issues in
the Gaspésie region. She rec-
ognizes the region's expertise in
wind energy, which is essential
to Quebec's energy develop-
ment. She often cites the Al-

- The CAQ member for Bonaventure supports
| Minister of the Economy Christine Fréchette.

liance de 1'énergie de I'Est as an
example,” Ms. Blouin contin-
ues.

According to Ms. Blouin,
Christine Fréchette is also an
important ally in the electoral
map issue. “She knows that it is
important to preserve our two
ridings in the Gaspé Peninsula
in order to preserve our politi-
cal weight,” she says, referring
to her accessibility.

"She is someone who brings
people together. She is calm. I
think in these uncertain times,
she is a reassuring presence,"
believes the CAQ MNA.

During her press briefing
with Catherine Blouin and
Ministers Dionne and Déry,
Christine Fréchette emphasized
the importance of this recent

Photo: Courtesy of Catherine Blouin's office

support,  especially  from
women. "I thank them. I am
very touched. We have very
strong female leadership, and
that's something we're going to
promote," comments the lead-
ership candidate.

Ms. Fréchette now has 21
supporters within the caucus.
Her rival in the race, Bernard
Drainville, has nine, including
MNA Louis Lemieux, a former
journalist and TV host, who
joined on January 28.

Gasp¢é MNA  Stéphane
Sainte-Croix, who had given
his support to Justice Minister
Simon Jolin-Barrette, who sub-
sequently chose to sit out the
race, has not yet expressed sup-
port for either candidate. (With
The Canadian Press)

s G

| Stéphane Sainte-Croix has still not made a new
choice for the Coalition Avenir Québec leadership
race.
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CAQ leadership:
Stéphane Sainte-Croix

has not made a choice

Nelson Sergerie

GASPE — Stéphane Sainte-Croix, the Coalition Avenir
Québec (CAQ) Member of the National Assembly (MNA)
for Gaspé, has not yet decided which candidate to endorse in

| NIl
Photo: N. Sergerie

the party’s leadership race.

Mr. Sainte-Croix initially supported Justice Minister Simon
Jolin Barrette, but the minister opted not to enter the race, cit-
ing personal and family reasons.

The MNA for Gaspé is now weighing his options between
Economy and Innovation Minister Christine Fréchette and
Environment Minister Bernard Drainville. “I spoke privately
with both candidates about their vision for the leadership, the
role of the regions within the party, and government prioti-
ties,” says Mr. Sainte-Croix.

He is consulting with colleagues and advisers as he frames
the election as a kind of referendum, carefully considering the
interests of the region and the position he will adopt going
forward.

CAQ colleague Catherine Blouin, the MNA for Bonaven-
ture, has already declared her support for Minister Fréchette
in the leadership race.

Ok
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Second-hand thrift stores:

A community resource built on generosity

® MARY ROBERTSON

CASCPEDIA-ST-JULES -
Across the Gaspe Coast, non-
profit centres that sell second-
hand clothing, kitchen items,
household goods and toys are
playing a vital role in support-
ing local communities. These
thrift shops help families, sen-
iors and individuals on fixed
incomes have access to cloth-
ing and household necessities
at affordable prices. They also
provide security and sustain-
ability for residents facing eco-
nomic challenges, while
strengthening the social fabric
of the region.

In many communities,
where distances are great and
access to affordable retail cen-
tres is limited, inexpensive
thrift shops have become an
essential alternative. By offer-
ing a welcoming, shop-style
environment, these centres
allow people to choose what
they need with dignity and in-
dependence.

Thrift stores also serve as
an important safety net. Unex-
pected life-changing events
such as job loss, illness, fam-
ily separation, or the rising
costs of living expenses can af-
fect everyone. When such situ-
ations arise, these types of
clothing centres can offer prac-
tical support to those in need.
Beyond their social impact,
second-hand centres con-
tribute significantly to envi-
ronmental sustainability.
When community members
donate their used items, they
reduce waste and limit the
amount of usable goods that
are sent to landfills. This ap-
proach aligns closely with the
values of Gaspesian resource-
fulness and respect for the en-
vironment

One of the first thrift stores
on the Coast was opened in
1987 in Maria. Le Baluchon
Comptoir d'entraide  was
started by Le Centre d’action
bénévole (CAB), whose mis-
sion was, at the time and still
is, to support the local com-
munities.

Over the years, Le Balu-
chon clothing counter has
grown from a small commu-
nity support service friperie
into a well-known and much-
needed second-hand clothing
centre in the region. The store,
located in the same building as
the Le Centre d’action bénév-
ole, provides an effective way
to sell the donations of cloth-
ing, toys and household neces-
sities that it receives, to people
who are looking for affordable
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Thrift stores along the Gaspé Coast provide affordable cloth-
ing and household items while fostering community and sus-

tainability.

necessities. It is both an eco-
nomic and ecological choice
and has become an example of
an environmentally conscious
economy. It also creates op-
portunities for volunteers to
work together and make a
meaningful difference for a va-
riety of social, community, and
humanitarian issues affecting
our region.

According to Nancy Valois,
the Director General for Le
Centre d’action bénévole, she
considers Le Baluchon to be
the primary point of entry for
all the community services that
the organization offers. Be-
cause of the aid that the CAB
provides, they work closely
with a network of regional
community support organiza-
tions. Therefore, they are on
the front lines, providing emer-
gency services and assistance
to those facing hardship.

Boxes of essential house-
hold needs and bags of cloth-
ing are provided to families
who are struggling with differ-
ent types of social issues. They
also support newcomers arriv-
ing on the Coast from other
countries, offering warm cloth-
ing and the necessary items
they need to begin life in their
new community. Near the
front entrance, the centre offers
a box of free clothing and there
is a selection of books avail-
able at no charge. Le Baluchon
also sends bags of clothing to
other centres. Mrs. Valois
stated that it is in us to give and
support those in need.

Michelle Leblanc  has
served as the thrift shop’s man-
ager for many years, and with
the support of assistant man-
ager Sophie Stiirzer, they work

with more than 40 volunteers
who are responsible for all as-
pects of the friperie. Michélle
stated that what she most en-
joys about her work is that the
volunteers willingly give their
time because they know that
they are doing something good
for the community. Most of the
volunteers for the many thrift
stores around the Coast are re-
tired women who enjoy the so-
cial connection of working
together as a family for the
benefit of others.

Le Chiffonnier de Nou-
velle, is another sales counter
for recycled clothing, toys, and
household items. It was started
in 2000 by a volunteer
women’s group who realized
there was a need for it in the
community. Within a few
years, the demand for its serv-
ices grew, and today it pro-
vides essential items to many

people in the large basement of
the Catholic Church in Nou-
velle.

Mildred McBrearty and a
dedicated team of hardwork-
ing volunteers show up every
week to sort through dona-
tions, assist customers, and
keep one of the largest thrift
centres on the Coast running
smoothly. Operating a friperie
of this size requires countless
volunteer hours, much of it
happening behind the scenes.
Every donated item must be
carefully inspected for dam-
age, sorted into categories,
priced, and placed on display
throughout the various sec-
tions of the large basement
shop. Some of the damaged
clothing is cut into rags and
sold to local garages for their
needs.

When asked why the vol-
unteers do this work, Mrs.
McBrearty, who has volun-
teered at Le Chiffonnier for
more than 20 years and is now
manager, explained that they
enjoy helping others. She
added that the thrift store has
become a welcoming commu-
nity space, bringing together
34 volunteers while inviting
people from surrounding com-
munities to stop by, say hello,
and find what they need. The
funds raised help maintain the
church.

Like other thrift shops on
the Coast, Hidden Treasures
Friperie in New Carlisle, pro-
vides donors with a place to
donate their used items, know-
ing they will be used by those
who need them. The thrift
shop had operated in the base-
ment of the Catholic Church
for 30 years. But because
many of the volunteers were
getting older, there was a risk

that the store would close. Peo-
ple from the local community
realized that it was an essential
service for many, so they
worked together to find solu-
tions to keep it open. With the
help of CASA and other or-
ganizations, it was decided that
the friperie would remain open
and be operated as a social en-
terprise. The members of Hid-
den Treasures then had the
opportunity to buy a smaller
church on the main street of
New Carlisle that had closed.
It was here they opened their
new friperie in August of 2025.

According to Tammy Chat-
terton, coordinator for Hidden
Treasures, relocating into the
new building enabled them to
continue to operate the thrift
store, and it also meant that a
heritage building was saved
and used for a good purpose.
The centre works in partner-
ship with other community
support organizations for
emergency service needs.
Tammy, a well-known volun-
teer in her community, says the
New Carlisle friperie works
because of the generous dona-
tion by the surrounding com-
munities.

There are many other sec-
ond-hand thrift stores on the
Coast, which provide Gaspe-
sians with clothing, toys and
household essentials at afford-
able prices. Together, they also
play an important role in re-
ducing waste by giving used
items a second life. The com-
mitment of the many volun-
teers for all these centres not
only ensures the success of the
friperies but also fosters social
connection, community pride,
and the understanding that
kindness matters and can
change lives for the better.

Le Chiffonnier de Nouvelle, is another sales counter for recycled clothing, toys, and household
items.

Page 17, February 11, 2026 - Spec



Learning beyond boarders

® SPDS JOURNALIST

PORT DANIEL —Students in
Grades 3 to 6 at Shigawake
Port-Daniel School (SPDS)
are taking part in an interna-
tional letter-writing project
this year with the support of
their English Language Arts
teacher. The initiative con-
nects students with class-
rooms around the world and
gives them the opportunity to
learn about different cultures,
climates, and ways of life.
The Grade 3/4 class is
writing a group letter to a
Grade 4 class in Australia
and to a Grade 5 class in Bel-
gium. Their first group letter
to Australia was sent in Janu-
ary, however they have not
yet received a response, as
the Australian school year
has just begun and the sea-
sons there are opposite to
those in Quebec. Letters from
students in Belgium have re-
cently arrived, and the class
is preparing a reply by email.
Students in Grades 5 and
6 are corresponding with
schools in South Africa, Bel-
gium, Australia, and Eng-

Photo: Courtesy of the SPDS Journalism Club

Benjamin Renouf and Julianna Gallant showcase their class-
room billboard tracking the countries their letters have reached.

land. Letters were sent to
all four countries, and re-
sponses were received over
the last week of January. The
students in South Africa had
some very interesting ques-
tions, such as “is it safe to
walk in the woods?” and
“what is your national ani-
mal?” They also requested
that students send a photo of
their classroom. Students
have responded to their ques-
tions and told them some

Do you know your
Plant Hardlness Zone?

® PENNY MACWHIRTER

HOPE TOWN - In July of
2025, for the first time in over
a decade, changes were made
to Canada’s Plant Hardiness
Zone. That map classifies parts
of the country based on climate
conditions and is traditionally
used by growers to determine
which plants and seeds are best
suited to their area.

The classification system
takes into account seven cli-
mate variables: coldest winter
temperatures, span of frost-free
period, summer precipitation,
high temperatures, snow cover,
winter precipitation and wind
gusts. The coldest areas, with
the shortest growing season,
are classified as Zone 0, while
the warmest areas, with the
longest growing seasons, fall
into Zone 9.

A lot has changed environ-
mentally since Canada’s Plant
Hardiness Zone map came into
existence in the 1960s. Cli-
mate conditions have shifted,
new plant varieties have been
introduced, and advances in
science have improved yields
while helping to combat pests
and disease.

According to Natural Re-
sources Canada website on the
subject, the new map shows a
“small yet significant warming

emp“’““m
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On this seed pack you can
clearly see the seeds are rec-
ommended for Zone 4 and
higher.

shift in many areas, shifting by
half a zone or more and some
by as much as two full zones.”
These numbers are significant
for home gardeners, agro-pro-
ducers and businesses such as
greenhouses. Changes to an
area’s hardiness zone means
that growers in that area can
safely introduce new species to
their line-up that previously
couldn’t have withstood the cli-
mate for that area.

The previous classification
was based on climate data from
1961 to 1990, while the new
map uses data collected be-
tween 1991 and 2020.

Many gardeners in the
Gaspé Peninsula have noticed
changes in their gardens, such
as plants that previously grew
as perennial are now surviving
the winter and seeds that they
were always told would never
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more interesting facts about
their community and school.

To reduce delays, future
letters will be sent through
email instead of mail. Some
exchanges may also be con-
ducted in French.

The project aims to
broaden students’ global
awareness while strengthen-
ing writing, reading, and
communication skills
through real-world connec-
tions.

grow here, are producing boun-
tiful harvests. These are clear
indicators that the hardiness
zones have changed.

The following are examples
of changes in the Gaspé Penin-
sula: New Carlisle: Zone 4b to
5a. Gaspé: Zone 4a to 4b.
Matapedia: Zone 3b to 4a.
Murdochville: Zone 2b to 3a.

What does this mean for the
average home gardener?

Home gardeners can visit
Canada’s Plan Hardiness web-
site  (https://www.planthardi-
ness.gc.ca/) to determine their
exact zone. Once you know
your zone, it’s important to
check plant hardiness ratings
before making new purchases.

For gardeners in New
Carlisle, this shift means the
opportunity to experiment with
a wider variety of plants. For
example, instead of growing
only Munstead lavender, gar-
deners can now confidently try
varieties such as white laven-
der.

Peonies and hostas are
known to struggle in Zone
2,often failing to survive long,
cold winters. They thrive best
in Zones 3 to 8. As a result, gar-
deners in Murdochville may
have noticed that their hostas
and peonies are now overwin-
tering more successfully.

The Beautiful Confusion of Love

There are moments when love does not feel comforting or
happy, but confusing and downright heartbreaking, Loving
someone can sometimes bring more questions than answers,
especially when the relationship is uncertain or no longer pos-
sible. In those moments, it is not unusual to feel confused,
greatly unhappy and wishing the feelings were easier to bear.

This experience does not mean the love is wrong. Often, it
means the love is real, but complicated by circumstances. Peo-
ple can find themselves holding on to affection and love even
when they know, logically, that something has changed. The
heart rarely moves at the same pace as the mind. How true.

Love becomes difficult when it places us in conflict with our-
selves. One part of us seeks closeness and connection; another
seeks peace. Sometimes we cannot have both. This inner ten-
sion can be tiring, making love feel less like a gift and more like
a responsibility or even a curse.

Part of what makes love so confusing is the lack of control.
Feelings do not respond neatly to decisions or deadlines. We
cannot simply stop loving someone because it would be more
convenient to do so. Accepting this can be uncomfortable, but
it can also allow us to be free. Conversely, we cannot make
someone love us. Being okay if it happens, and being okay if it
doesn’t, is a very powerful place to be.

Unbalanced or unresolved love can profoundly affect con-
fidence. When love is not returned in the way we hope, it is easy
to question our worth or desirability. But love’s outcome should
not determine our value. Being in love even when it does not
lead where we hoped, still speaks to our needs, our dreams. We
are always worthy. We should remember that.

Days dedicated to romance, such as Valentine’s Day, can am-
plify these emotions. They remind us of what we want or what
we are still searching for or what we have lost.

In time, love often softens. It changes shape, loosening its
grip and we find we have to make room in our hearts for ac-
ceptance of the changes. What once felt powerful can disap-
pear.

Love does not have to last forever to matter. Sometimes its
greatest gift is what it teaches us. About life and resilience,
boundaries and the courage to open our hearts again. We should
know that anything is possible. There is always the possibility of
new beginnings. I have a friend and when a relationship breaks
down, he has a habit of saying, “Next!”

Maybe the happy ending is falling in love with yourself.
Enjoy your favourites! Favoutite food, favourite book, favourite
movie. Buy yourself flowers, and remind yourself about all that
you are grateful for.

The poem 10 Things I Hate About You from the 1999
movie 10 Things I Hate About You illustrates the beautiful con-
fusion of love.

I hate the way you talk to me,
and the way you cut your hair.
I hate the way you drive my car,
I hate it when you stare.
I hate your big dumb combat boots
and the way you read my mind.
I hate you so much it makes me sick,
it even makes me rhyme.
I hate the way you're always right,
I hate it when you le.
I hate it when you make me langh,
even worse when you mafke e cr).
I hate it when you're not around,
and the fact that you didn't call.
But mostly I hate the way I don't hate yon,
not even close
not even a little bit
not even at all.




Announcements

Obituaries

ALEXANDER: Dean Leslie
March 2, 1951 - November 20, 2025.

Dean, son of the late Cecil and Ellen Alexander,
passed away at Sunnybrook Hospital after a battle
with cancer. He leaves to mourn his partner, Linda;
stepson, Chi; son, Darcy; daughter, Seana; and his
grandchildren. Also left to mourn are his brother
Keven and sisters Nancy, Nita, Deneen and Tracy,
along with many nieces and nephews. Rest in
peace, we love you and we'll see you amongst the
stars.

SKENE: George Clifton

With broken hearts we announce the passing of
our amazing father, George Clifton Skene, which
occurred at the CHSLD in New Carlisle, Quebec,
on Monday, January 19, 2026.

Clifton was born on April 16, 1931, and lived a
life defined by hard work, volunteering and a deep,
abiding love for his family.

Clifton was a devoted father to his son, Stephen
and his daughter, Eva (Wayne Smith), and never
missed a chance to speak about them with pride.

Clifton is also is survived by his brothers,
Joseph (Gaby) and Winston (Mildred), along with
many extended family members and dear friends.
He was predeceased by his parents, Arthur Skene
and Claudia Grenier: and the love of his life, his
wife of 65 years, Melba MacWhirter, who passed
in 2020; brothers Leo and John; and sisters Audree
and Jane.

At the heart of Clifton’s life was his family. He
is lovingly remembered for his sense of humour,
reading magazines and newspapers from cover to
cover, playing military whisk, gardening, keeping
the property in pristine condition and his love for
food (except scallops).

Clifton was very proud of his 43 year career on
the Canadian National Railway working on the

Name:

passenger and freight trains on the Gaspe Coast as
a conductor, brakeman and baggageman. In retire-
ment, he volunteered at the Golden Age and drove
seniors in the community to doctor’s appointments
and grocery stores when needed, while continuing
his passion of gardening and the upkeep of his
home and property.

Above all, Clifton was very loyal, generous,
meticulous and good-hearted man that would help
anyone. He enjoyed taking the travel trailer out in
the summer and visiting family out of province or
going for a vacation in the States. Later, he and
Melba would just travel by car to New Brunswick
to visit his son and daughter a couple times a year.
He loved to share stories about the past and also
his experiences he had on the train and those who
knew him will carry these memories forward.

We would like to thank Dr. Basque and every-
one in Post 3 that provided such great care and
compassion with Daddy, there is just too many to
name individually.

A Celebration of Life will be held at St. Pauls
Anglican Church in Shigawake on Friday, May 29,
2026. Condolences will be from 1 to 2 p.m., with
service at 2 p.m. Burial will follow. Refreshments
will will be served at the Cultural Centre.

Donations can be made in Memory of Clifton
Skene to the St Paul’s Anglican Church General
Fund.

BRENNAN: Carmelle (Brideau)
In fond and loving memory of my wife, who
passed away February 14, 2007.
I have lost my soul’s companion,
A life linked with my own;
And day by day I miss her more,
As I walk this life alone.
Always loved and remembered by husband,
Frank and family.

Address:

FLOWERS: Alberta
July 25, 1926 - February 11, 2025.

In loving memory of a dear mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and a great-great-
grandmother who passed away one year ago on
February 11, 2025.

How much we miss you can never be told,
We shared our troubles to help us along.
If we follow in your footsteps,
We will never go wrong.
We miss you in your rocking chair,
Your loving smile and gentle air.
Your vacant place no one can fill,
We miss you Mum and always will.
She was a mother so very rare,
And content to always have us there.
We do not need a special day,
To bring you to our minds.
The days we don 't think of you,
Are very hard to find.
Each morning when we wake,
We know that you are gone.
And no one knows the heartache,
As we try to carry on.
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And secret tears still flow.
What it meant to loose you,
No one will ever know.
Each day recalls the memories,
Of you gone to rest.
And those who think of you,
Today are those who loved you best.
The flowers we lay upon your grave,
May wither and decay.
But our love for you will never fade away,
You left us with beautiful memories.
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our side.
Always loved and remembered by the family.
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The Gaspé Spec
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Announcements

LEGGO: Gladys Ellement
1926 - 2001.

Homage to a hard working, caring Mom who will

never be forgotten.

Tiventy-five years have come and gone,

Yet you 're still so vivid in our memories.

We still see your twinkling eyes when you smile,
We still feel the touch of your soft hands,

The safety and warmth of your embrace.

We still hear your gentle voice,
When we re sick or lonely.

We still smell and taste,

The goodness of your cooking.

-

Happy Birthday

“80 is the new 60"

To our family’s heart and soul. May your
80th birthday be filled with the same light and
love you’ve shared with us including laughter,
and lots of sweet moments. Happy birthday from
Qour whole family! Xoxo

THEGASPESPEC.COM

You showed us the magic and wonder of life,

You taught us everything you knew.
Rest assured that you will live in our hearts Mom.

Until we meet again, your loving family!

418-752-5400

holly.smith@globetrotter.net

SALES REP:

CLASSIC

MEMORIALS

Four Generations
of Monument Craftsmen
/ HIGHEST QUALITY - BEST PRICES

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, CEMETERY LETTERING,
LASER DESIGNS AND PORTRAITS

Steven Imhoff

418-752-6041
581-233-2101

Covering Port Daniel to New Richmond

COAST ROUND-UP

COAST ROUND-UP: $8 per week
CLASSIFIED: $8 per week

HOPE:

Hope Baptist
Church
Sundays: Sunday School
starting at 10 a.m. Worship
service beginning at 11

a.m.

NEW CARLISLE:

St. Andrews
Anglican Church
February 17: St. An-
drew’s Church will have a
pancake supper (Shrove
Tuesday) from 4:30 - 6
p.m. in the basement of
St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church. Cost $12 per adult
and $6 per child. Please
note there will be regular
and gluten free pancakes.
Take-out is available but
not delivery. All proceeds
will help support the com-

pletion of the outside light-
ing of the church.

NEW CARLISLE:

Bible Chapel
Meetings
Sundays: Breaking of
Bread for believers - 9:30
a.m., Gospel meeting and

Sunday School - 2 p.m.
Thursdays: Prayer Meet-
ing and Bible Study - 7
p.m. Everyone welcomel!
For more information:
418-752-3372 or 418-752-
6011.

CASCAPEDIA-ST-JULES
Book Room
Wednesdays: The book
room will be open from 1 -
4 p.m. For more informa-
tion please contact Kath-

leen at 418-392-4896.

UNITED CHURCH
NEW RICHMOND
Sunday, February 15

10 a.m. Service
Sunday, February 22
10 a.m. Service

UNITED CHURCH
HOPE TOWN
Sunday, February 15

2 p.m. Service
Sunday, February 22

2 p.m. Service
with communion

Email your
announcements to
holly.smith@
globetrotter.net

ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA
Sunday, February 15
New Carlisle
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Shigawake
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, February 18
New Carlisle

7 p.m. Service with
Imposition of Ashes
Shigawake
11 a.m. Service with
Imposition of Ashes

Sunday, February 22
New Carlisle

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Service broadcast online
for Chaleur Bay

PARISH OF GASPE

Sunday, February 15
St. Paul’s, Gaspé
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, February 18
St. Paul’s, Gaspé

7 p.m. Ash Wednesday

Sunday, February 15
St. Andrew’s, York
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

A

Announcement Deadlines:

February 18 for the February 25 issue
March 4 for March 11 issue - March 18 for the March 25 issue
April 1 for the April 8 issue - April 15 for the April 22 issue
April 29 for the May 6 issue - May 13 for the May 20 issue
May 27 for the June 3 issue - June 10 for the June 17 issue
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On the Lighter Side...

RECIPES

POEMS  CREATIVE WRITING PUZZLES WHAT'S THIS CHALLENGE  SPEC GETS AROUND
VALENTINE'S DAY WORD (S)EARCH

WORDS
D VLOAVBILVPUMTECAYUVOYFY AORE
E COHUEG GV FVBEUVYGPSHTCH
VLKDEROTITCLWTC CUTHNDLUTZKTLA iy
0O RS TIOETIW RTENTITNIEILAWVDO BOYFRIEND
LDOCLUDTPYTTULTETZ KT OUNUUHST O CANDY
E WY AEATITT FHTFWYTIMWATDA ATE CHSQ"EF;‘[\JCSNE
B UKEANUD BT CTTET RIR RUOMANTCEA CHOCOLATE
B KV DEWMGTPTLU BUBA ATITETUHWGOTRTF S CUPID
S 0O LUUATFATCDTUGOS ST RTET RTU OTPU OTCS DATE
LI YYMMTZCRPMWTFYNTNT CLIKTITI FLgl‘Q’TESRS
I THORTG CIKUVHMLTILTFEFYSDNIBK K GIRLFRIEND
I LALLIEKURMUAMGOTRIGBYHWSBM HEARTS
LNPYPOTEU OSSGHMMWTITULR RYTFT HUG
K A EHNUOVSBUPTIUBTE CETETEA ANTCY LKC')f/SE
P LASDTISTETLU HSBMWATLTGORNINILIUWV MOVIE
HDDGET OTGCSVNTCUZBTZPWPSDTPY POEM
G 0 SWETETHTEA ARTR RVYVTISUYVETITHD RED
P UAHATFTFTETGCTTIONTETRNTLTDTFTDN R%’QQSCE
W LNOTETA ALTUGOTGCOUHTCAHYSYTCA SWEETHEART
G B STFTIGSAUUPWVY 0D CI K HWC VALENTINE
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

We Gaspesians are loved unconditionally throughout
the year, and perhaps even more on Valentine's Day. Febru-
ary 14 can be emotional for some, but we can fill this day with

hugs and surprises, or bring refreshment into someone's life
with a card, phone call or a visit.

~ The more we love ourselves, the more love we can give to

others. This is the path that can open the gates to-happiness

and lasting memories. Our strength, kindness, and love can

; make every day a little better and easier.

As we brave February’s cold temperatures and snow, we
Gaspesians can love one another with true purpose and in-
tention. This Valentine's Day can strengthen each of us by

kindling our warm hearts with love and by cherishing the peo-
ple who bring it into our lives without expecting anything in re

turn. -

_ Ken Ross
New Carlisle, Quebec.

HOROSCOPES - February 9 to February 15
ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20

A spark of excitement brightens your week, Aries. You
may rediscover enthusiasm for a goal you set aside.
Take one confident step and watch momentum gather.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

This week brings steady comfort and satisfying
progress, Taurus. Something you’ve been nurturing
starts to show real signs of growth. You’re building
something meaningful.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21

Your mind is in full brilliance mode, Gemini. New in-
sights, clever connections and energizing conversa-
tions fill your days. A fun invitation or unexpected
message may lift your spirits.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Your emotional intuition is your superpower this
week, Cancer. You may find a simple solution to a sit-
uation that once felt complex. Supportive people drift

into your orbit.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, your confidence is glowing, and others notice.
This week favors bold creativity and joyful self-ex-
pression. A moment of recognition or praise may re-
mind you of your natural leadership.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22

Organization comes naturally, and your clarity is on
point, Virgo. You’ll wrap up tasks with surprising ease.
A shift in priorities may free up space for something
you genuinely enjoy.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23

Balance returns in a way that feels refreshing, Libra.
Your relationships flow smoothly, and you’ll find har-
mony even in busy moments. An inspiring experience
may uplift you.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Determination meets opportunity this week, Scorpio.
You’re sharper, more focused and ready to move for-

ward with confidence.

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21

Optimism fuels everything you touch, Sagittarius. You
may stumble upon a new interest, adventure or oppor-
tunity that fills you with excitement.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

Your efforts align perfectly with your goals, Capricorn
This week rewards patience and consistency. You may
receive encouragement from someone who truly un-
derstands you.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Innovation thrives in your world right now, Aquarius.
You’ll devise unique solutions, unexpected shortcuts
or refreshing ideas with ease. Stay open to teamwork.
PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20

A creative wave washes over you, Pisces. Inspiration
feels effortless, and small moments carry extra mean-
ing. A heartwarming interaction or sweet surprise
brightens your week.

HOROSCOPES - February 16 to February 22
ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20

You have the cosmic green light to start that major
project you’ve been planning or to take a leap in
your career, Aries. Trust your intuition, it’s sharper
than ever.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Abundance is knocking, Taurus. Your hard work is
translating into tangible rewards, and you may re-
ceive unexpected good news regarding finances or
resources.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21

Your mind is sparkling, Gemini, making you the
most magnetic person in the room. Use this vibrant
energy to connect, share ideas and lead discus-
sions.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, a feeling of emotional security empowers
you to tackle any professional challenge with grace
and confidence. You are totally centered right now.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, you are radiating charisma this week and at-
tracting positive attention wherever you go. Use
this incredible visibility to network or showcase
your talents.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22

You’ll find great satisfaction in clean, organized
work that earns sincere praise this week, Virgo.
Your dedication is about to unlock a significant re-
ward. Surprises are in store.

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23

Relationships are the key to your happiness this
week, Libra. Expect delightful interactions,
smooth negotiations and the forging of beneficial
alliances.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22

This week is all about your own transformation,
Scorpio. You feel a surge of internal power and
clarity that allows you to confidently pursue deep,
personal goals.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Your sense of optimism and love for exploration is
fully charged, Sagittarius. Even if you can’t take a
trip, your mind is open to exciting new philoso-
phies or ideas.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

Your professional reputation is soaring, Capricorn.
Key figures at your job are recognizing your ded-
ication and leadership. Expect exciting opportuni-
ties for advancement.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Your network is buzzing with opportunities,
Aquarius. Collaborative efforts are highly favored,
and you’ll find incredible support for your most in-
novative ideas.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, your intuition is a superpower that guides
you toward fulfillment and emotional satisfaction
this week. Embrace your artistic side and allow
your imagination to lead the way.
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Small Business: Great people

® CYNTHIA PATTERSON

GASPE - On January 29,
2026, Heather Maloney Pat-
terson marked 61 years of
hairdressing.

Heather was born in Dou-
glastown in 1946, the third
child and first girl of 13 chil-
dren. Not long before her 16th
birthday, Heather put her
clothes in a box and left
home, a practical decision not
uncommon at the time. She
moved up to the “big town”
of Gaspe, getting room and
board in Wakeham for $1/day.

She had heard that Joyce
Patterson, already in business
at her salon in Baker’s Hotel,
needed a shampoo girl. Each
day, Joyce’s dad picked her
up and drove her and Joyce to
Gaspe. Heather really enjoyed
that summer. She liked the
work, the tips and her first
birthday party, her 16th, a
bonfire at Haldimand Beach
organized by new friends. By
then, she was boarding in
Gaspe.

Realizing she and this type
of work were a good match,
Heather decided in the fall of
1964 to become profession-
ally qualified. She applied for
a $500 loan from the TD bank
to cover the cost of the course
and, on January 3, 1965, trav-
elled to Montreal where she
stayed with family, learning
more than hairdressing. This
was the 18-yr old’s first trip to
Montreal.

On her first and second
day, the city bus trips between
Sherbrooke and her sibling’s
apartment were daunting. Re-
turning one dark, cold Janu-
ary  afternoon,  Heather
noticed that she was the last
person on the bus. She asked
the driver, “Have you passed
Church Street and Verdun
yet?” “Yes, 1 have,” he
replied, kindly adding, “But
I’1l take you back.”

Encouragement came not
only from strangers, but more
solidly from the daily letters
she received from her
boyfriend, Dean Patterson. A
foursome had gone out the
evening of May 23, 1963, the
first night after the tragedy at
Beaver Dam Bridge, on the

Heather Maloney marks 60 years in hairdressing with a cake dur-
ing a celebration last year.

road between Gaspe and Mur-
dochville. Dean was one of
four survivors, six of his co-
workers at Gaspe Copper
Mines drowned. Dean re-
members, “A great calm came
over me during it all.” When
you almost die, especially at a
young age, you do not let the
grass grow under your feet.
Dean and Heather began dat-
ing the following day. His let-
ters helped shorten the sense
of distance between Montreal
and home.

On January 29, 1965,
Heather received her certifi-
cation as a hairdresser. The on
the job experience she had al-
ready acquired meant that
Mary Hue determined only
the one-month refresher
course was needed.

Back home, Heather re-
turned to work with Joyce
Patterson, now as a full hair
dresser. Her first client, Mar-
guerite Palmer, stayed with
her for 58 years, until getting
out became a problem.

In the spring of 1966,
Heather went to work with
Gerald Gagnon, who had just
opened a salon on rue de la
Reine. One of three hair-
dressers, this was her first
time in a French-speaking
workplace. Gerald spoke no
English and Heather no
French, but his wife, Doris
Pye, was bilingual, worked
next store and helped Heather
integrate.

Other changes were afoot.
In June 1966, Heather and

Behind every

accomplishment,

-

Perseverance
will take you far.
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Dean married. Two years
later, Heather, now pregnant
with her first child, decided it
was time to take the big step
and, on June 6, 1968, opened
her own, independent salon.
She moved into what had
been Johnny Stewart’s bar-
bershop, next to Ascah’s radio
and record shop, across from
the Ash Inn. She hired her
first employees, four young
women. One shampoo assis-
tant would stay on for 18
years.

Now responsible for staff,
ordering, etc., Heather had to
learn a lot to learn. She metic-
ulously kept daily records,
paying for the financial serv-
ices of payroll and year-end
accounts. Taking off only ten
days in August that first sum-
mer for the birth of Stephanie,
her first child, Heather
steadily grew her business.

In the spring of 1971,
Heather’s second child, Craig,
was born. Ten days later she
was back to her Saturday to
Tuesday, workweek, bringing
home bags of towels to wash
at night. Always quick to rec-
ognize opportunity, Heather
strategically applied in ad-
vance for space in the large,
new building being con-
structed downtown. Heather
planned the financing, deco-
rating and equipment for her
new salon and in 1972, was
among the earliest occupants
in Gaspe’s first shopping cen-
tre.

By 1983, the once-new

DAYS

A

building was showing its age
and would require renova-
tions. Heather decided it was
time to sell. Working for two
years with incoming owner
Yvette Couture as part of their
transaction, Heather remained
open to change, possibilities
and new challenges. Finishing
at the Salon at 2:30 p.m, she
began her second job at 3
p.m. as the instructor of a new
Adult Education certified
hairdressing program offered
through Manpower at the
Polyvalente. Over two years,
she taught 22 students, with
14 graduating.

On February 1, 1985,
Heather officially opened her
salon in Sunnybank, where 40
years later it is still located.
The new salon represented a
significant financial invest-
ment, in terms of adding a
separate section to the family
home, with its own entrance.
But this time the investment
was in her own building, not
someone else’s.

Heather’s first assistant
shampoo girl was her daugh-
ter, Stephanie. Years later,
Stephanie’s daughter,
Chelsea, worked with her
grandmother. Over all her
years of work, Heather has
employed a total of 37
women as shampoo assistants
or hairdressers. Whatever the
number of hours, this work
was important to the women
who did it, whether as a top
up on part-time work, a pen-
sion or some income instead
of none.

Requests came from
aging, long time and new
clients now resident at the
Pavillon Ross to receive her
hair dressing services there.
Between 1985 and 1990,
Heather provided the shut-ins
with cuts, sets and perms. In
1998, she opened a salon at
the Manoir des Augustins
where she worked each
Wednesday for 10 years, ap-
preciating the experience with
different clients while main-
taining her busy operation in
Sunnybank.

Her commitment to people
included giving a perm to
someone who was hospital-
ized, providing services for a

FROM FEBRUARY 16 TO 20, 2026

HOOKED
ON SCHOOL

#JPS2026

year and a half to someone
terminally ill at home, and,
having promised, doing a
long-loyal client’s hair in her
casket.

Family and community
were always part of Heather’s
full schedule. Inviting people
in and going out, celebrating
birthdays, anniversaries and
simply getting together, she
somehow found time also to
sew or knit over the years, 58
quilts and afghans, all as gifts,
to those experiencing chal-
lenges and those marking spe-
cial moments in their lives.

She volunteered for 10
years as Spec’s community
correspondent for the area,
spoke at a Women’s Day
event in Chandler and often
put on a Santa Claus costume
to play the role for children’s
parties and adults.

In March 2020, Heather
had to shut down her busi-
ness, as did millions of people
world over, because of the
Covid 19. Thinking about
how to respond to an impor-
tant need when no govern-
ment-issued masks were yet
available, Heather applied her
sewing skills to fabrics on
hand, turning out lined masks
instead of quilts. She and
Dean, her husband, made
1,378 masks, mailing them to
Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and
even to France, postage at
their own cost.

These details of the life of
a rural woman still owning
and operating her own busi-
ness in Sunnybank (Gaspe)
are available because, years
ago, a client gave Heather a
blank book with a flowered
cover. The book soon began
to fill up as Heather was in-
spired to write. She tried to
write daily, at the same dining
table where we now sit, catch-
ing up when she fell behind.

Heather says that one sum-
mer evening, guided by an
inner feeling, she went out-
side to stand alone and look at
the stars. Brilliant points of
light against a velvety black
sky. A celestial quilt of sorts?
Heather said that was one of
the best experiences of her
life. “I don’t want to run out
of time,” she concludes.

NO NEED
TO GO
OVERBOARD

will @ on
PersiVERDANT THURSDAY.



Gaspé seniors enjoy newspaper scavenger
hunt to celebrate SPEC’s 50th anniversary

® GILLES GAGNE

GASPE — On January 28, the SPEC team repeated an activity that
had been a success in Matapedia on November 27, a scavenger hunt
through old issues of the newspaper, spanning nine selected years
between its first year of publication, 1975 and 2004.

Like in Matapedia, the activity was organized to celebrate
SPEC’s 50th anniversary. The newspaper began marking the mile-
stone in May 2025 and will continue holding community events
under the anniversary theme until May 2026.

To welcome 27 seniors at the Gaspé Legion on January 28,
SPEC staff members Jillian O’Connell, Emily Hocquard and Holly
Smith received the much-appreciated collaboration of Vision Gaspé-
Percé Now and of the Eastern Quebec Literacy Council.

Twenty questions were prepared by Jillian O’Connell, covering
a variety of Gaspé-related topics. These included hockey Hall of
Famer Guy Lafleur’s visit to Gaspé in August 1993, following the
Montreal Canadiens’ last Stanley Cup win. Lafleur was no longer
playing at the time but was still representing the team’s public rela-
tions division and remained immensely popular.

Other questions highlighted local businesses, supermarket food
prices, and the achievements of regional athletes, such as Joe Pat-
terson. For most participants, the scavenger hunt was “serious busi-
ness,” though it sparked plenty of laughter and anecdotes about the
times when the events had occurred.

A draw concluded the activity, with winning seniors receiving
SPEC subscriptions and a t-shirt. Some attendees took the opportu-
nity to purchase SPEC merchandise, including hoodies, t-shirts and
caps. Conversations continued after the scavenger hunt, with local
issues, such as the potential return of the train service between Port
Daniel and Gaspé, being discussed.

As in Matapedia, participants expressed their gratitude to the
SPEC staff. In truth, the employees also enjoyed the gathering, and
it is hard to say who had more fun.

The SPEC team held a similar scavenger hunt activity in Port-
Daniel on February 10. Another is planned in Escuminac on Febru-
ary 17, in collaboration with CASA.

Angelina Leggo, executive director of the Eastern
Quebec Literacy Council, lends a hand during the
scavenger hunt.

——

A group of seniors search through SPEC archives, uncovering
stories and memories from the past.

N ———

: g
A s ' - T 1 =
All 27 participants gathered for a memorable day of discovery, =y
exploring the pages of SPEC archives in a fun scavenger hunt. /A ~

Julie Syvret, project coordinator for Vision Gaspé—Percé Now,
guides seniors through the scavenger hunt, making history come alive.

N
Seniors immerse themselves in the pages of SPEC archives, piecing
together the clues of the scavenger hunt, with Rebecca MacDonald #
of the Eastern Quebec Literacy Council, digital coordinator and
safety officer, helping them along the way.

The group waves excitedly at the start of their scavenger
hunt through the SPEC archives, ready for a day of discovery.
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AXIO

LES ENTREPRISES
DVERTISING

arpenteurs-géometres inc.
A land surveyors
sPEc’ALs 151B, Avenue de Grand-Pré, Bonaventure (Québec) GOC 1IEO
\4
BDMleT S TODA AL ) oo
FOR DI ETAILS! Alexandre Babin, Arpenteur-géometre

C abag@axioag.com

No R.B.Q.: 8003 3228-31

ENTREPRENEUR
GENERAL

152A Chemin de St-Edgar, New Richmond (Québec)

Guillaume Lapierre, Arpenteur-géométre
C glag@axioag.com

/ Membre de 'Ordre
A des Arpenteurs-Géométres du Québec

X 418 534-3113 / info@axioag.com
www.entreprisespec.com axioag.com

i ENERGY

TRANSPORTATION GROUP

¥ WHAT MAKES US
DRIVEN TO BE DIFFERENT?

Sales Mager
Emily Hocquard

e 418-752-5400

sales.gaspespec@gmail.com

www.shipENERGY.com

= BATIMENT ENERGIE ET GENIE CIVIL MECANIQUE INDUSTRIELLE DISCOVER MORE

% assurancia

GAUTHIER FLAMAND
Cabinet en assurance de dommages

Do you need advice or information about your
house, car or business insurance?
If you need a dedicated professional contact us!

Assurancia is the solution for all your insurance needs!

Linda Gauthier Joél Flamand Cynthla Flamand

Patterson and her team

@ reception@assuranciagf.ca e 418-547-6648 ext. 3

We provide free one-on-one tutoring for adults 16+ who want to build confidence and skills that matter.

EASTERN QUEBEC  Get help with reading, writing, using your cellphone or tablet, understanding basic finances, and more!

I.ITE R ACY Learn at your own pace with friendly, personalized support.
COUNCIL

info@eqlit.ca ﬁ @ www.eglit.ca

O A © Hidden Treasures Flea Market

COME VISITUS AT OURNEW LOCATION |1 KA MARKET

HOURS DONATIONS WANTED!
WEDNESDAY 1PM -4 PM Q 137, Boul. Gerard D. Levesque : ﬁfﬁ:ler;%l(gl:tselzme:)
FRIDAY 1PM-4PM New-Carlisle, QC GOC 1Z0 o e
FIRST SATURDAY 9AM -T2 PM

¢ Baby Items

OF THE MONTH :
@ (418) 752-8514 o Large Furniture
L DROP-OFF ON SITE

=~ SUPPORT
SHARING

OGPAC * @ ACCOMPANIMENT

MUTUAL AID

Gaspesian organization for
people affected by cancer

1888 924-5050 ogpac.ca
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